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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ENHANCED
SCODA

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/153,185, filed Jun. 3, 2011, which claims the benefit
of U.S. application Ser. No. 61/488,585, filed on 20 May
2011, entitled SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
ENHANCED SCODA, the entirety of both of which are
hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to the
induced movement of particles such as nucleic acids, pro-
teins and other molecules through media such as gels and
other matrices. Some embodiments provide methods and
apparatus for selectively purifying, separating, concentrat-
ing and/or detecting particles of interest. Some embodiments
provide methods and apparatus for selectively purifying,
separating, concentrating and/or detecting differentially
modified particles of interest. Some embodiments provide
methods and apparatus for selectively purifying, separating,
concentrating and/or detecting differentially methylated
DNA. Some embodiments are used in fields such as epi-
genetics, oncology, or various fields of medicine. Some
embodiments are used to detect fetal genetic disorders,
biomarkers indicative of cancer or a risk of cancer, organ
failure, disease states, infections, or the like.

BACKGROUND

One mechanism for purifying, separating, or concentrat-
ing molecules of interest is called Synchronous Coeflicient
Of Drag Alteration (or “SCODA™) based purification.
SCODA, known in some embodiments as scodaphoresis, is
an approach that may be applied for purifying, separating, or
concentrating particles. SCODA may be applied, for
example, to DNA, RNA and other molecules including
proteins and polypeptides.

SCODA based transport is used to produce net motion of
a molecule of interest by synchronizing a time-varying
driving force, which would otherwise impart zero net
motion, with a time-varying drag (or mobility) alteration. If
application of the driving force and periodic mobility altera-
tion are appropriately coordinated, the result is net motion
despite zero time-averaged forcing. With careful choice of
both the temporal and spatial configuration of the driving
and mobility altering fields, unique velocity fields can be
generated, in particular a velocity field that has a non-zero
divergence, such that this method of transport can be used
for separation, purification and/or concentration of particles.

SCODA is described in the following publications:

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2009/0139867 entitled
“Scodaphoresis and methods and apparatus for moving
and concentrating particles”;

PCT Publication No. WO 2006/081691 entitled “Appa-
ratus and methods for concentrating and separating
particles such as molecules™;

PCT Publication No. WO 2009/094772 entitled “Methods
and apparatus for particle introduction and recovery”;

PCT Publication No. WO 2009/001648 entitled “Systems
and methods for enhanced SCODA™

PCT Publication No. WO 2010/051649 entitled “Systems
and methods for enhanced SCODA”;
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PCT Publication No. WO 2010/121381 entitled “System
and methods for detection of particles™;

Marziali, A.; Pel, I.; Bizotto, D.; Whitehead, L. A., “Novel
electrophoresis mechanism based on synchronous
alternating drag perturbation”, Electrophoresis 2005,
26, 82-89;

Broemeling, D.; Pel, J.; Gunn, D.; Mai, L.; Thompson, J.;
Poon, H.; Marziali, A., “An Instrument for Automated
Purification of Nucleic Acids from Contaminated
Forensic Samples”, JALA 2008, 13, 40-48;

Pel, I.; Broemeling, D.; Mai, L.; Poon, H.; Tropini, G.;
Warren, R.; Holt, R.; Marziali, A., “Nonlinear electro-
phoretic response yields a unique parameter for sepa-
ration of biomolecules”, PNAS 2008, vol. 106, no. 35,
14796-14801; and

So, A.; Pel, J.; Rajan, S.; Marziali, A., “Efficient genomic
DNA extraction from low target concentration bacterial
cultures using SCODA DNA extraction technology”,
Cold Spring Harb Protoc 2010, 1150-1153,

each of which is incorporated herein by reference.

SCODA can involve providing a time-varying driving
field component that applies forces to particles in some
medium in combination with a time-varying mobility-alter-
ing field component that affects the mobility of the particles
in the medium. The mobility-altering field component is
correlated with the driving field component so as to provide
a time-averaged net motion of the particles. SCODA may be
applied to cause selected particles to move toward a focus
area.

In one embodiment of SCODA based purification,
described herein as electrophoretic SCODA, time varying
electric fields both provide a periodic driving force and alter
the drag (or equivalently the mobility) of molecules that
have a mobility in the medium that depends on electric field
strength, e.g. nucleic acid molecules. For example, DNA
molecules have a mobility that depends on the magnitude of
an applied electric field while migrating through a sieving
matrix such as agarose or polyacrylamide'. By applying an
appropriate periodic electric field pattern to a separation
matrix (e.g. an agarose or polyacrylamide gel) a convergent
velocity field can be generated for all molecules in the gel
whose mobility depends on electric field. The field depen-
dant mobility is a result of the interaction between a reptat-
ing DNA molecule and the sieving matrix, and is a general
feature of charged molecules with high conformational
entropy and high charge to mass ratios moving through
sieving matrices. Since nucleic acids tend to be the only
molecules present in most biological samples that have both
a high conformational entropy and a high charge to mass
ratio, electrophoretic SCODA based purification has been
shown to be highly selective for nucleic acids.

The ability to detect specific biomolecules in a sample has
wide application in the field of diagnosing and treating
disease. Research continues to reveal a number of biomark-
ers that are associated with various disorders. Exemplary
biomarkers include genetic mutations, the presence or
absence of a specific protein, the elevated or reduced expres-
sion of a specific protein, elevated or reduced levels of a
specific RNA, the presence of modified biomolecules, and
the like. Biomarkers and methods for detecting biomarkers
are potentially useful in the diagnosis, prognosis, and moni-
toring the treatment of various disorders, including cancer,
disease, infection, organ failure and the like.

The differential modification of biomolecules in vivo is an
important feature of many biological processes, including
development and disease progression. One example of dif-
ferential modification is DNA methylation. DNA methyl-
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ation involves the addition of a methyl group to a nucleic
acid. For example a methyl group may be added at the &'
position on the pyrimidine ring in cytosine®. Methylation of
cytosine in CpG islands is commonly used in eukaryotes for
long term regulation of gene expression®. Aberrant methyl-
ation patterns have been implicated in many human diseases
including cancer. DNA can also be methylated at the 6
nitrogen of the adenine purine ring.

Chemical modification of molecules, for example by
methylation, acetylation or other chemical alteration, may
alter the binding affinity of a target molecule and an agent
that binds the target molecule. For example, methylation of
cytosine residues increases the binding energy of hybridiza-
tion relative to unmethylated duplexes®™. The effect is
small. Previous studies report an increase in duplex melting
temperature of around 0.7° C. per methylation site in a 16
nucleotide sequence* when comparing duplexes with both
strands unmethylated to duplexes with both strands meth-
ylated.

There remains a need for methods and apparatus capable
of providing improved separation and purification of mol-
ecules, including identical molecules that are differentially
modified.

SUMMARY

The following embodiments and aspects thereof are
described and illustrated in conjunction with systems, tools
and methods which are meant to be exemplary and illustra-
tive, not limiting in scope. In various embodiments, one or
more of the above-described problems have been reduced or
eliminated, while other embodiments are directed to other
improvements.

One embodiment provides a method for concentrating a
molecule of interest from a biological sample. A biological
sample is obtained from the subject and loaded on an affinity
matrix. The affinity matrix has an immobilized affinity agent
that has a first binding affinity for the molecule of interest
and a second binding affinity for at least some of the other
molecules in the biological sample. The first binding affinity
is higher than the second binding affinity. Affinity SCODA
is conducted to selectively concentrate the molecule of
interest into a focus spot, wherein the concentration of the
molecule of interest in the focus spot is increased relative to
the concentration of the other molecules in the biological
sample. The molecules may be nucleic acids. The molecule
of interest may have the same sequence as at least some of
the other molecules in the biological sample. The molecule
of interest may be differentially modified as compared to at
least some of the other molecules in the biological sample.
The molecule of interest may be differentially methylated as
compared to at least some of the other molecules in the
biological sample. The biological sample may be maternal
plasma and the molecule of interest may be fetal DNA that
is differentially methylated as compared to maternal DNA.
The biological sample may be a tissue sample and the
molecule of interest may be a gene that is implicated in
cancer that is differentially methylated as compared to the
gene in a healthy subject.

One embodiment provides a method for separating a first
molecule from a second molecule in a sample. An affinity
matrix is provided with immobilized probes that bind to the
first and second molecules. A binding energy between the
first molecule and the probe is greater than a binding energy
between the second molecule and the probe. A spatial
gradient that is a mobility altering field that alters the affinity
of the first and second molecules for the probe is provided
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within the affinity matrix. A driving field that effects motion
of the molecules within the affinity matrix is applied. The
orientation of both the spatial gradient and the driving field
is varied over time to effect net motion of the first molecule
towards a focus spot. A washing field is applied and is
positioned to effect net motion of both the first and second
molecules through the affinity matrix. The first and second
molecules may be nucleic acids. The first and second
molecules may be differentially modified. The first and
second molecules may be differentially methylated. The first
molecule may be fetal DNA and the second molecule may
be maternal DNA that has the same sequence as the fetal
DNAbut is differentially methylated as compared to the fetal
DNA. The first molecule and the second molecule may be a
gene that is implicated in cancer, and the first molecule may
be differentially methylated as compared to the second
molecule.

One embodiment provides the use of a time-varying
driving field in combination with a time-varying mobility
altering field to separate first and second differentially
methylated nucleic acid molecules, wherein the first and
second nucleic acid molecules have the same DNA
sequence. A time-varying driving field and a time-varying
mobility altering field are applied to a matrix including an
oligonucleotide probe that is at least partially complemen-
tary to said DNA sequence. The first nucleic acid molecule
has a first binding energy to the oligonucleotide probe and
the second nucleic acid molecule has a second binding
energy to the oligonucleotide probe, and the first binding
energy is higher than the second binding energy. The first
nucleic acid molecules may be fetal DNA, the second
nucleic acid molecules may be maternal DNA, and the first
and second nucleic acid molecules may be obtained from a
sample of maternal blood. The first and second nucleic acid
molecules may be a gene that is implicated in a fetal
disorder. The first and second molecules may be differen-
tially methylated forms of a gene that is implicated in cancer.
The first and second molecules may be obtained from a
tissue sample of a subject.

One embodiment provides the use of synchronous coef-
ficient of drag alteration (SCODA) to detect the presence of
a biomarker in a subject.

In addition to the exemplary aspects and embodiments
described above, further aspects and embodiments will
become apparent by reference to the drawings and by study
of the following detailed descriptions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments are illustrated in referenced fig-
ures of the drawings. The embodiments and figures dis-
closed herein are to be considered illustrative rather than
restrictive.

FIG. 1 shows a plot of equation [10] showing the SCODA
drift velocity in one dimension over the domain extending
from -L to +L.

FIG. 2 shows a plot of equation [23] near the duplex
melting temperature T, illustrating the relative change in
mobility as a function of temperature.

FIG. 3 shows a plot of mobility versus temperature for
two different molecules with different binding energies to
immobilized probe molecules. The mobility of the high
binding energy target is shown by the curve on the right,
while the mobility of the low binding energy target is shown
by the curve on the left.

FIG. 4 shows the effect of an applied DC washing bias on
molecules with two different binding energies. The solid
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curve represents the drift velocity of a target molecule with
a lower binding energy to the bound probes than the mol-
ecules represented by the dashed curve.

FIG. 5 shows an example of an electric field pattern
suitable for two dimensional SCODA based concentration in
some embodiments. Voltages applied at electrodes A, B, C
and D, are -V, 0, 0, and 0 respectively. Arrows represent the
velocity of a negatively charged analyte molecule such as
DNA. Colour intensity represents electric field strength.

FIG. 6 shows stepwise rotation of the electric field leading
to focusing of molecules whose mobility increases with
temperature in one embodiment of affinity SCODA. A
particle path is shown by the arrows.

FIG. 7 shows the gel geometry including boundary con-
ditions and bulk gel properties used for electrothermal
modeling.

FIG. 8 shows the results of an electrothermal model for a
single step of the SCODA cycle in one embodiment. Voltage
applied to the four electrodes was =120 V, 0 V, 0 V, 0 V.
Spreader plate temperature was set to 55° C. (328 K).

FIG. 9 shows SCODA velocity vector plots in one exem-
plary embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 10A and 10B show predictions of SCODA focusing
under the application of a DC washing bias in one embodi-
ment. FIG. 10A shows the SCODA velocity field for perfect
match target. A circular spot indicates final focus location.
FIG. 10B shows the SCODA velocity field for the single
base mismatch target.

FIG. 11 shows the results of the measurement of tem-
perature dependence of DNA target mobility through a gel
containing immobilized complementary oligonucleotide
probes for one exemplary separation.

FIG. 12 shows a time series of affinity SCODA focusing
under the application of DC bias according to one embodi-
ment. Perfect match DNA is tagged with 6-FAM (green)
(leading bright line that focuses to a tight spot) and single
base mismatch DNA is tagged with Cy5 (red) (trailing bright
line that is washed from the gel). Images taken at 3 minute
intervals. The first image was taken immediately following
injection.

FIGS. 13A, 13B, 13C and 13D show the results of
performing SCODA focusing with different concentrations
of probes and in the presence or absence of 200 mM NaCl.
Probe concentrations are 100 uM, 10 pM, 1 uM, and 100
M, respectively. The buffer used in FIGS. 13A, 13B and
13C was 1xTB with 0.2 M NaCl. The buffer used in FIG.
13D was 1xTBE. Different amounts of target were injected
in each of these experiments, and the camera gain was
adjusted prevent saturation.

FIG. 14 shows an experiment providing an example of
phase lag induced rotations. The field rotation is counter-
clockwise, that induces a clockwise rotation of the targets in
the gel. Images were taken at 5 minute intervals.

FIG. 15A shows the focus location under bias for 250 bp
and 1000 bp fragments labeled with different fluorescent
markers, with squares indicating data for the application of
a 10 V DC bias and circles indicating data for the application
of a 20 V DC bias. FIG. 15B shows an image of the affinity
gel at the end of the run, wherein images showing the
location of each fluorescent marker have been superim-
posed.

FIGS. 16A and 16B show respectively the normalized
fluorescence signal and the calculated rejection ratio of a
100 nucleotide sequence having a single base mismatch as
compared with a target DNA molecule according to one
example.
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FIGS. 17A, 17B and 17C show enrichment of ¢cDNA
obtained from an EZH2 Y64 1N mutation from a mixture of
wild type and mutant amplicons using affinity SCODA with
the application of a DC bias. Images were taken at 0 minutes
(FIG. 17A), 10 minutes (FIG. 17B), and 20 minutes (FIG.
17C).

FIG. 18 shows experimental results for the measurement
of mobility versus temperature for methylated and unmeth-
ylated targets. Data points were fit to equation [23]. Data for
the unmethylated target is fit to the curve on the left; data for
the methylated target is fit to the curve on the right.

FIG. 19 shows the difference between the two mobility
versus temperature curves which were fit to the data from
FIG. 18. The maximum value of this difference is at 69.5°
C., which is the temperature for maximum separation while
performing affinity SCODA focusing with the application of
a DC bias.

FIG. 20 shows experimental results for the separation of
methylated (6-FAM, green) and unmethylated (Cy5, red)
targets by using SCODA focusing with an applied DC bias.

FIGS. 21A-21D show the separation of differentially
methylated oligonucloetides using affinity SCODA. FIGS.
21A and 21B show the results of an initial focus before
washing unmethylated target from the gel for 10 pmol
unmethylated DNA (FIG. 21A) and 0.1 pmol methylated
DNA (FIG. 21B). FIGS. 21C and 21D show the results of a
second focusing conducted after the unmethylated sequence
had been washed from the gel for unmethylated and meth-
ylated target, respectively.

FIGS. 22A-22K show the results of the differential sepa-
ration of two different sequences in the same affinity matrix
using different oligonucleotide probes. FIG. 22A shows the
gel afier loading. FIGS. 22B and 22C show focusing at 55°
C. after 2 minutes and 4 minutes, respectively. FIGS. 22D
and 22E show focusing at 62° C. after 2 minutes and 4
minutes, respectively. FIGS. 22 F, 22G and 22H show
focusing of the target molecules to an extraction well at the
centre of the gel after 0.5 minutes and 1 minute at 55° C. and
at 3 minutes after raising the temperature to 62° C., respec-
tively. FIGS. 221, 22J and 22K show the application of a
washing bias to the right at 55° C. after 6 minutes, 12
minutes and 18 minutes, respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Throughout the following description specific details are
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding
to persons skilled in the art. However, well known elements
may not have been shown or described in detail to avoid
unnecessarily obscuring the disclosure. Accordingly, the
description and drawings are to be regarded in an illustra-
tive, rather than a restrictive, sense.

As used herein, the term “differentially modified” means
two molecules of the same kind that have been chemically
modified in different ways. Non-limiting examples of dif-
ferentially modified molecules include: a protein or a nucleic
acid that has been methylated is differentially modified as
compared with the unmethylated molecule; a nucleic acid
that is hypermethylated or hypomethylated (e.g. as may
occur in cancerous or precancerous cells) is differentially
modified as compared with the nucleic acid in a healthy cell;
a histone that is acetylated is differentially modified as
compared with the non-acetylated histone; and the like.

In some embodiments, molecules that are differentially
modified are identical to one another except for the presence
of a chemical modification on one of the molecules. In some
embodiments, molecules that are differentially modified are
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very similar to one another, but not identical. For example,
where the molecules are nucleic acids or proteins, one of the
biomolecules may share at least 95%, at least 96%, at least
97%, at least 98%, or at least 99% sequence identity with the
differentially modified molecule.

Affinity SCODA

SCODAphoresis is a previously documented method for
injecting biomolecules into a gel, and preferentially concen-
trating nucleic acids or other biomolecules of interest in the
center of the gel. SCODA may be applied, for example, to
DNA, RNA and other molecules. Following concentration,
the purified molecules may be removed for further analysis.
In one specific embodiment of SCODAphoresis—affinity
SCODA—binding sites which are specific to the biomol-
ecules of interest may be immobilized in the gel. In doing so
one may be able generate a non-linear motive response to an
electric field for biomolecules that bind to the specific
binding sites. One specific application of affinity SCODA is
sequence-specific SCODA. Here oligonucleotides may be
immobilized in the gel allowing for the concentration of
only DNA molecules which are complementary to the bound
oligonucleotides. All other DNA molecules which are not
complementary may focus weakly or not at all and can
therefore be washed off the gel by the application of a small
DC bias.

SCODA based transport is a general technique for moving
particles through a medium by first applying a time-varying
forcing (i.e. driving) field to induce periodic motion of the
particles and superimposing on this forcing field a time-
varying perturbing field that periodically alters the drag (or
equivalently the mobility) of the particles (i.e. a mobility-
altering field). Application of the mobility-altering field is
coordinated with application of the forcing field such that
the particles will move further during one part of the forcing
cycle than in other parts of the forcing cycle. Specifically,
the drift velocity v(t) of a particle driven by an external force
F(t) with a time varying drag coefficient {(t) (i.e. a varying
mobility) is given by:

If the external force and drag coeflicient vary periodically
such that

F(t) = Fy sin(wz)
and,

sin(wt + ¢)

141

LI
0 %

then the drift velocity averaged over one complete cycle is
given by:

0= 2 o)
= —CO0S8
7

=

By varying the drag (i.e. mobility) of the particle at the
same frequency as the external applied force, a net drift can
be induced with zero time-averaged forcing. The result of
equation [4] can be used with an appropriate choice of
driving force and drag coeflicients that vary in time and
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space to generate a convergent velocity field in one or two
dimensions. A time varying drag coefficient and driving
force can be utilized in a real system to specifically con-
centrate (i.e. preferentially focus) only certain molecules,
even where the differences between the target molecule and
one or more non-target molecules are very small, e.g.
molecules that are differentially modified at one or more
locations, or nucleic acids differing in sequence at one or
more bases.
One Dimensional SCODA Concentration

By combining a spatially uniform driving force that varies
periodically in time, with a drag coefficient that varies in
time as well as in space it is possible to generate a conver-
gent velocity field in one dimension. Consider the case of a
charged particle with mobility u moving under the influence
of an applied electric field E; its velocity will be given by:

v(x,H=plx, HE(x,2) [5]

If electric field is varied periodically in time such that:

E(x,1)=E, sin(wt) [6]

and a linear mobility gradient is provided within the domain
-L<x<L that varies at the same period:

W, )=pio+(kx)sin{ot+) (7

where k can be thought of as the amplitude of the mobility
variation, SCODA-based separation of particles can be
achieved.

There are a number of ways to establish a mobility
gradient for charged molecules moving in solution under the
influence of an applied external electric field. For example,
a time-varying electric field may be provided as described
above, a temperature gradient may be established, a pH
gradient may be established, a light gradient may be estab-
lished for molecules which undergo a conformational
change in the presence or absence of light, or the like.

With the mobility gradient of equation [7] provided, the
velocity becomes:

V(1) =[ho(kx)sin(wr+)] [ Eo sin(wi)] (8]

Taking the time average of this velocity over one com-
plete cycle yields the following drift velocity:

vig
_ 0 (w \
Valx, 1) = ﬂf vix, ndt
0

B kx [10]
Valx, 1) = —Ey cos(p)

This velocity field has an equilibrium point at x=0 and can
be made convergent or divergent depending on the sign of
kE, cos(¢). For positive values the velocity field is divergent
and for negative values it is convergent. FIG. 1 shows the
velocity plotted as a function of x for the case where kE,
cos(¢)<0. The arrows in FIG. 1 indicate the direction of drift.
All particles between -L and +L will drift towards the zero
velocity point at x=0. Outside of the domain the time
averaged velocity is zero as the mobility is only altered
between -L and +L.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, the velocity takes
on a positive value for negative values of x and vice versa
for positive values of x resulting in all particles within the
domain drifting towards x=0 where the velocity is zero.
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Two Dimensional SCODA

To extend the result of equation [10] to two dimensions,
in some embodiments a rotating electric field is used as the
driving field and a rotating mobility gradient is established:

E:EO cos((ul)f—Eo sin(wl)}' [11]

n=pg+k/x cos(wz+@)-y sin(wr+p)] [12]
. . . e
As in the one dimensional case v :uE, and the same
integration as in equation [9] can be performed to yield the
time averaged drift velocity in two dimensions:

w
2

2
Vy = fw Ey cos(wn)(uo + k(x cos(wt + @) — y sin(wi + ) dt
0
o (3 14
v, = EJO‘ —Ey cos(wt)(uo +k(x cos(wr + @) =y sin(wt + ¢))) dt

This results in the following expression for the drift
velocity:

__ Eok, o . a
V= =[x cos) -y sin(@))i + (x sin(@) +y cos($)) )
Rewriting in polar coordinates and simplifying vields:

Eokr

R Y [16]
V= T(cos(¢)r+ sm(d))@)

This result highlights a number of aspects of SCODA in
two dimensions. It shows that despite the zero time averaged
forcing there will be non-zero drift everywhere except at the
point in the medium where r=0. It shows that the nature of
the drift depends on the relative phase, ¢, of the two signals,
with the strength of focusing (the radial, t, term) being
proportional to the cosine of the phase lag between the
electric driving field oscillations and the mobility oscilla-
tions. For a 0° phase angle there is a purely focusing velocity
field with net drift directed towards the centre of the domain.
For a 180° phase angle the velocity field is pure de-focusing
with net drift away from the centre of the gel. And for phase
angles of 90° and 270° the velocity field is purely rotational.
At intermediate angles the resultant velocity field will be a
combination of both rotational and focusing components. To
achieve eflicient focusing, in some embodiments the phase
difference between the driving force and the mobility varia-
tion 1s as small as possible.

Generation of a Time Varying Mobility Field

Previous applications of SCODA based concentration
used the fact that the mobility of DNA in a sieving matrix
such as agarose or polyacrylamide depends on the magni-
tude of the applied electric field. In some applications, the
molecules of interest may have a mobility that does not
normally depend strongly on electric field, such as short
nucleic acids less than 200 bases, biomolecules other than
nucleic acids (e.g. proteins or polypeptides), or the like. In
some applications, it may be desired to purify only a subset
of the nucleic acids in a sample, for example purifying or
detecting a single gene from a sample of genomic DNA or
purifying or detecting a chemically modified molecule (e.g.
methylated DNA) from a differentially modified molecule

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

60

65

10

having the same basic structure (e.g. unmethylated DNA
having the same sequence), or the like.

SCODA-based purification of molecules that do not have
a mobility that is strongly dependent on electrical field
strength (i.e. which have a low value of k based on variations
in electric field strength) can be achieved by using a SCODA
matrix that has an affinity to the molecule to be concentrated.
An affinity matrix can be generated by immobilizing an
agent with a binding affinity to the target molecule (i.e. a
probe) in a medium. Using such a matrix, operating condi-
tions can be selected where the target molecules transiently
bind to the affinity matrix with the effect of reducing the
overall mobility of the target molecule as it migrates through
the affinity matrix. The strength of these transient interac-
tions is varied over time, which has the effect of altering the
mobility of the target molecule of interest. SCODA drift can
therefore be generated. This technique is called affinity
SCODA, and is generally applicable to any target molecule
that has an affinity to a matrix.

Affinity SCODA can selectively enrich for nucleic acids
based on sequence content, with single nucleotide resolu-
tion. In addition, affinity SCODA can lead to different values
of k for molecules with identical DNA sequences but subtly
different chemical modifications such as methylation. Affin-
ity SCODA can therefore be used to enrich for (i.e. prefer-
entially focus) molecules that differ subtly in binding energy
to a given probe, and specifically can be used to enrich for
methylated, unmethylated, hypermethylated, or hypometh-
ylated sequences.

Exemplary media that can be used to carry out affinity
SCODA include any medium through which the molecules
of interest can move, and in which an affinity agent can be
immobilized to provide an affinity matrix. In some embodi-
ments, polymeric gels including polyacrylamide gels, aga-
rose gels, and the like are used. In some embodiments,
microfabricated/microfluidic matrices are used.

Exemplary operating conditions that can be varied to
provide a mobility altering field include temperature, pH,
salinity, concentration of denaturants, concentration of cata-
lysts, application of an electric field to physically pull
duplexes apart, or the like.

Exemplary affinity agents that can be immobilized on the
matrix to provide an affinity matrix include nucleic acids
having a sequence complementary to a nucleic acid
sequence of interest, proteins having different binding affini-
ties for differentially modified molecules, antibodies specific
for modified or unmodified molecules, nucleic acid aptamers
specific for modified or unmodified molecules, other mol-
ecules or chemical agents that preferentially bind to modi-
fied or unmodified molecules, or the like.

The affinity agent may be immobilized within the medium
in any suitable manner. For example where the affinity agent
is an oligonucleotide, the oligonucleotide may be covalently
bound to the medium, acrydite modified oligonucleotides
may be incorporated directly into a polyacrylamide gel, the
oligonucleotide may be covalently bound to a bead or other
construct that is physically entrained within the medium, or
the like.

Where the affinity agent is a protein or antibody, in some
embodiments the protein may be physically entrained within
the medium (e.g. the protein may be cast directly into an
agarose or polyacrylamide gel), covalently coupled to the
medium (e.g. through use of cyanogen bromide to couple the
protein to an agarose gel), covalently coupled to a bead that
is entrained within the medium, bound to a second affinity
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agent that is directly coupled to the medium or to beads
entrained within the medium (e.g. a hexahistidine tag bound
to NTA-agarose), or the like.

Where the affinity agent is a protein, the conditions under
which the affinity matrix is prepared and the conditions
under which the sample is loaded should be controlled so as
not to denature the protein (e.g. the temperature should be
maintained below a level that would be likely to denature the
protein, and the concentration of any denaturing agents in
the sample or in the buffer used to prepare the medium or
conduct SCODA focusing should be maintained below a
level that would be likely to denature the protein).

Where the affinity agent is a small molecule that interacts
with the molecule of interest, the affinity agent may be
covalently coupled to the medium in any suitable manner.

One exemplary embodiment of affinity SCODA is
sequence-specific SCODA. In sequence specific SCODA,
the target molecule is or comprises a nucleic acid molecule
having a specific sequence, and the affinity matrix contains
immobilized oligonucleotide probes that are complementary
to the target nucleic acid molecule. In some embodiments,
sequence specific SCODA is used both to separate a specific
nucleic acid sequence from a sample, and to separate and/or
detect whether that specific nucleic acid sequence is differ-
entially modified within the sample. In some such embodi-
ments, affinity SCODA is conducted under conditions such
that both the nucleic acid sequence and the differentially
modified nucleic acid sequence are concentrated by the
application of SCODA fields. Contaminating molecules,
including nucleic acids having undesired sequences, can be
washed out of the affinity matrix during SCODA focusing.
A washing bias can then be applied in conjunction with
SCODA focusing fields to separate the differentially modi-
fied nucleic acid molecules as described below by prefer-
entially focusing the molecule with a higher binding energy
to the immobilized oligonucleotide probe.

Mobility of a Target in an Affinity Matrix

The interactions between a target and immobilized probes
in an affinity matrix can be described by first order reaction
kinetics:

g (17
[T+ [PI2(T ... P]

Here [T] is the target, [P] the immobilized probe, [T. P]
the probe-target duplex, k, is the forward (hybridization)
reaction rate, and k, the reverse (dissociation) reaction rate.
Since the mobility of the target is zero while it is bound to
the matrix, the effective mobility of the target will be
reduced by the relative amount of target that is immobilized
on the matrix:

(18]

[7]
Hefective = Ho I

TI+7 ... Al

where L, is the mobility of the unbound target. Using
reasonable estimates for the forward reaction rate® and an
immobilized probe concentration that is significantly higher
than the concentration of the unbound target, it can be
assumed that the time constant for hybridization should be
significantly less than one second. If the period of the
mobility-altering field is maintained at longer than one
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second, it can be assumed for the purposes of analysis that
the binding kinetics are fast and equation [17] can be
rewritten in terms of reaction rates:

kTP = &[T ... P] [19]
_k[T.. P [20]
(7] P

Inserting [20] into equation [18] and simplifying yields:

(21]

1
Heffective = Mo kf
1+ 21

»

From this result it can be seen that the mobility can be
altered by modifying either the forward or reverse reaction
rates. Modification of the forward or reverse reaction rates
can be achieved in a number of different ways, for example
by adjusting the temperature, salinity, pH, concentration of
denaturants, concentration of catalysts, by physically pulling
duplexes apart with an external electric field, or the like. In
one exemplary embodiment described in greater detail
below, the mechanism for modifying the mobility of target
molecules moving through an affinity matrix is control of the
matrix temperature.

To facilitate analysis, it is helpful to make some simpli-
fying assumptions. First it is assumed that there are a large
number of immobilized probes relative to target molecules.
So long as this is true, then even if a large fraction of the
target molecules become bound to the probes the concen-
tration of free probes, [P], will not change much and it can
be assumed that [P] is constant. Also, it is assumed that the
forward reaction rate k. does not depend on temperature.
This not strictly true, as the forward reaction rate does
depend on temperature”®, Secondary structure in the immo-
bilized probe or in the target molecule can result in a
temperature dependant forward reaction rate’. However, in
embodiments operating at a temperature range near the
duplex melting temperature the reverse reaction rate has an
exponential dependence on temperature and the forward
reaction rate has a much weaker temperature dependence,
varying by about 30% over a range of 30° C. around the
melting temperature'®. It is additionally assumed that the
target sequence is free of any significant secondary structure.
Although this final assumption would not always be correct,
it simplifies this initial analysis.

To determine the temperature dependence of the reverse
reaction rate, an Arrhenius model for unbinding kinetics is
assumed. This assumption is justified by recent work in
nanopore force spectroscopy'’*2.

AG
k, = Ae*T

Here A is an empirically derived constant, AG is the
probe-target binding energy, k, is the Boltzmann constant,
and T the temperature. Inserting this into [21], rewriting the
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free energy AG as AH-TAS, and collecting constant terms
allows the mobility to be rewritten as:

1 [23]
Heffective = Ho

Equation [23] describes a sigmoidal mobility temperature
dependence. The shape of this curve is shown in FIG. 2. At
low temperature the mobility is nearly zero. This is the
regime where thermal excitations are insufficient to drive
target molecules off of the affinity matrix. At high tempera-
ture target molecules move at the unbound mobility, where
the thermal energy is greater than the binding energy.
Between these two extremes there exists a temperature range
within which a small change in temperature results in a large
change in mobility. This is the operating regime for embodi-
ments of affinity SCODA that utilize temperature as the
mobility altering parameter.

In embodiments of affinity SCODA used to separate
nucleic acids based on sequence, i.e. sequence-specific
SCODA, this temperature range tends to lie near the melting
temperature of the probe-target duplex. Equations [10] and
[16] state that the speed of concentration is proportional to
k, which is a measure of how much the mobility changes
during one SCODA cycle. Operating near the probe-target
duplex melting temperature, where the slope of the mobility
versus temperature curve is steepest, maximizes k for a
given temperature swing during a SCODA cycle in embodi-
ments where temperature is used as the mobility altering
parameter.

In some embodiments, affinity SCODA may be conducted
within a temperature gradient that has a maximum amplitude
during application of SCODA focusing fields that varies
within about +20° C., within about +10° C., within about
+5° C., or within about £2° C. of the melting temperature of
the target molecule and the affinity agent.

It is possible to describe affinity SCODA in one dimension
by replacing the time dependent mobility of equation [7]
with the temperature dependent mobility of equation [23]
and a time dependent temperature:

T D =T, + Ta(% )sin(wt+ @ 24]

Here, the temperature oscillates around T,,, the probe target
melting temperature, and T, is the maximum amplitude of
the temperature oscillations at x=+L. To get an analytical
expression for the drift velocity, v ~uE, as a function of
temperature, a Taylor expansion of equation [23] is pet-
formed around T, :

-AHTAS [25]
= (T, pfbile ' . o -T2
Hefrective = H(Tn) = RS 5 (T =T,) + O(T-T,)")
tT2(1 4 ge koTm
which can be rewritten as:
peffective=pu(T,)+a(T-T, )+ O(T-T,)*) [26]

Here the first term in the Taylor expansion has been
collected into the constant . Combining [24] and [26] into
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an expression for the mobility yields an expression similar
to [7]:

alxy .
D) = u(T) + (T)sm((ut +¢)

Equation [27] can be used to determine the time averaged
drift velocity for both the one dimensional and two dimen-
sional cases by simply replacing k with:

TAHATAS [28]
T.  toPAHe %Tm 1
T ~arTas 2 7
T2+ pe oTn )
The drift velocity is then given by:
oT,x 29
V4lx, 1) = TEOCOS(@ [29]
in one dimension, and:

> EgaT,r L [30]

v=—r (cos(d))r+sm(a§)0)

in two dimensions. This result shows that if a two dimen-
sional gel functionalized with immobilized probes (i.e. an
affinity matrix), then by combining a rotating temperature
gradient with a rotating dipole electric field, all target
molecules should be forced towards a central region in the
gel, thus concentrating a target molecule that binds to the
immobilized probes.
Molecular Separation with Affinity SCODA

In some embodiments, affinity SCODA is used to separate
two similar molecules (e.g. the same molecule that has been
differentially modified, or which differs in sequence at only
one or a few locations) with differing binding affinities for
the immobilized probe. Beginning with two molecular spe-
cies, each with a different binding energy to the immobilized
probes, these two molecular species can be separated by
superimposing a washing motive force over the driving and
mobility altering fields used to produce SCODA focusing, to
provide net motion of molecules that have a lesser binding
affinity for the immobilized probe (i.e. the molecules that
have a higher binding affinity for the immobilized probe are
preferentially focused during the application of the SCODA
focusing fields). In some embodiments, the washing force is
a small applied DC force, referred to herein as a DC bias.

In the one dimensional case when a small DC force is
applied as a washing or bias force, the electric field
becomes:

E(x,0)=Eq sin(wf)+E, [31]

where E, is the applied DC bias. The final drift velocity has
superimposed on the SCODA focusing velocity a constant
velocity proportional to the strength of the bias field:

-~ alzx
Va(x, 1) = TEOCOS(@ +1(T)Ep
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This drift velocity will tend to move the final focus
location either to the left or right depending on the direction
of bias. The amount by which this bias moves a focus off
centre depends on the strength of the interaction between the
target and probe molecules. The differential strength of the
target-probe interaction can therefore serve as a mechanism
to enable molecular separation of two highly similar species.

Consider two molecules that have different binding affini-
ties for an immobilized probe. Reducing the probe-target
binding energy, AG in equation [23], will serve to shift the
mobility versus temperature curve to the left on the tem-
perature scale as shown in FIG. 3. The mobility of the high
binding energy target is shown by the curve on the right,
while the mobility of the low binding energy target is shown
by the curve on the left.

If the SCODA system in this exemplary embodiment is
operated at the optimal focusing temperature for the higher
binding energy molecule, T,, in FIG. 3, then the mobility of
the lower binding energy molecule will be higher and will
have weaker temperature dependence. In terms of equation
[32] the molecule with lower binding energy will have a
larger value of W(T,,) and a smaller value of a. This means
that a lower binding energy molecule will have a lower
SCODA drift velocity and a higher velocity under DC bias,
resulting in a different final focus location than the high
binding energy molecule as illustrated in FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 shows the effect of an applied DC bias on mol-
ecules with two different binding energies for the immobi-
lized probe according to one embodiment. The solid curve
represents the drift velocity of a target molecule with a lower
binding energy to the bound probes than the molecules
represented by the dashed curve. The final focus location is
the point where the drift velocity is equal to zero. The
molecules represented by the solid curve have both a lower
SCODA drift velocity and a higher DC velocity compared to
the molecules represented by the dashed curve. When
SCODA focusing is combined with a DC bias the lower
binding energy molecules will focus further away from the
unbiased focus at x=0, resulting in two separate foci, one for
each molecular species. The final focus position for the high
binding energy molecule is indicated by reference numeral
30. The final focus position for the low binding energy
molecule is indicated by reference numeral 32.

The two dimensional case is the same as the one dimen-
sional case, the superimposed velocity from the applied
washing bias moves the final focus spot off centre in the
direction of the washing bias.

In some embodiments, if the difference in binding ener-
gies between the molecules to be separated is large enough
and a sufficiently high washing bias is applied, the low
binding energy molecules can be washed off of the affinity
matrix while molecules with higher binding energy are
retained in the affinity matrix, and may be captured at a focus
location within the affinity matrix (i.e. preferentially
focused) through the application of SCODA focusing fields.
Generation of a Time Varying Temperature Gradient

Embodiments of affinity SCODA that use variations in
temperature as the mobility altering field may use a peri-
odically varying temperature gradient to produce a conver-
gent velocity field. A periodically varying temperature gra-
dient may be provided in any suitable manner, for example
by the use of heaters or thermoelectric chillers to periodi-
cally heat and cool regions of the medium, the use of
radiative heating to periodically heat regions of the medium,
the application of light or radiation to periodically heat
regions of the medium, Joule heating using the application
of an electric field to the medium, or the like.
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A periodically varying temperature gradient can be estab-
lished in any suitable manner so that particles that are spaced
a farther distance from a desired focus spot experience
greater mobility (i.e. are at a higher temperature and hence
travel farther) during times of application of the driving field
towards the desired focus spot than during times of appli-
cation of the driving field away from the desired focus spot.
In some embodiments, the temperature gradient is rotated to
produce a convergent velocity field in conjunction with the
application of a time-varying driving force.

In some embodiments, Joule heating using an electric
field is used to provide a temperature gradient. In some
embodiments, the electric field used to provide Joule heating
to provide a temperature gradient is the same as the electric
field that provides the driving field. In some embodiments,
the magnitude of the electric field applied is selected to
produce a desired temperature gradient within an affinity
matrix.

In some embodiments, a spatial temperature gradient is
generated using a quadrupole electric field to provide the
Joule heating. In some such embodiments, a two dimen-
sional gel with four electrodes is provided. Voltages are
applied to the four electrodes such that the electric field in
the gel is non-uniform, containing regions of high electric
field (and consequently high temperature) and low electric
field. The electric field is oriented such that the regions of
high electric field tend to push negatively charged molecules
towards the centre of the gel, while regions of low electric
field tend to push such molecules away from the centre of
the gel. In some such embodiments, the electric field that
provides the temperature gradient through Joule heating is
also the electric field that applies a driving force to mol-
ecules in the gel.

An example of such a field pattern is illustrated in FIG. 5.
Voltages applied at electrodes A, B, C and D in FIG. 5 are
-V, 0, 0, and 0 respectively. Arrows represent the velocity of
a negatively charged analyte molecule. Colour intensity
represents electric field strength. The regions near electrode
A have a high electric field strength, which decreases
towards electrode C. The high field regions near electrode A
tend to push negatively charged molecules towards the
centre of the gel, while the lower field regions near elec-
trodes B, C, and D tend to push negatively charged mol-
ecules away from the centre of the gel. In embodiments in
which the electric field also provides the temperature gra-
dient, the affinity matrix will become hotter in regions of
higher field strength due to Joule heating. Hence, regions of
high electric field strength will coincide with regions of
higher temperature and thus higher mobility. Accordingly,
molecules in the high electric field regions near electrode A
will tend to move a greater distance toward the centre of the
gel, while molecules in the lower electric field regions near
electrodes B, C, and D have a lower mobility (are at a cooler
temperature) and will move only a short distance away from
the centre of the gel.

In some embodiments, the electric field pattern of FIG. 5
is rotated in a stepwise manner by rotating the voltage
pattern around the four electrodes such that the time aver-
aged electric field is zero as shown in FIG. 6. This rotating
field will result in net migration towards the centre of the gel
for any molecule that is negatively charged and has a
mobility that varies with temperature. In some embodi-
ments, the electric field pattern is varied in a manner other
than rotation, e.g. by sequentially shifting the voltage pattern
by 180°, 90°, 180°, and 90°, or by randomly switching the
direction of the electric field. As shown above, the mobility
of a molecule moving through an affinity matrix depends on
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temperature, not electric field strength. The applied electric
field will tend to increase the temperature of the matrix
through Joule heating; the magnitude of the temperature rise
at any given point in the matrix will be proportional to the
square of the magnitude of the electric field.

In embodiments in which the thermal gradient is provided
by Joule heating produced by the electric field that also
provides the driving field, the oscillations in the thermal
gradient will have the same period as the electric field
oscillations. These oscillations can drive affinity SCODA
based concentration in a two dimensional gel.

FIG. 6 illustrates the stepwise rotation of the electric field
leading to focusing of molecules whose mobility increases
with temperature or electric field according to such an
embodiment. A particle path for a negatively charged mol-
ecule is shown. After four steps the particle has a net
displacement toward the centre of the gel. Molecules that do
not experience a change in mobility with changing tempera-
ture or electric field will experience zero net motion in a zero
time averaged electric field.

Theoretical Predictions of Focusing and Separation

In some embodiments, the electric field and subsequently
the Joule heating within an affinity SCODA gel are con-
trolled by both the voltage applied to the source electrodes,
and the shape of the gel. Marziali et al." used superimposed
rotating dipole and quadrupole fields to drive electrophoretic
SCODA concentration. The ratio of the strength of these two
fields, the dipole to quadrupole ratio (D/Q), has an impact on
the efficiency of SCODA focusing with a maximum at
around D/Q=4.5, however the optimum is relatively flat with
the SCODA force staying relatively constant for values
between 1.75 and 10", One convenient choice of D/Q is 2.
With this particular choice, only two distinct potentials need
to be applied to the source electrodes, which can be achieved
by connecting one electrode to a common voltage rail,
grounding the other three, and rotating this pattern in a
stepwise manner through the four possible configurations as
shown in Table 1. Although analog amplifiers can be used
and were used in the examples described herein, using a D/Q
ratio of 2 allows one to use discrete MOSFET switches,
which simplifies and reduces the required size and complex-
ity of the power supplies.

TABLE 1

Voltage pattern for SCODA focusing with D/Q = 2.

Electrode A Electrode B Electrode C  Electrode D
Step 1 Y 0 0 0
Step 2 0 Y 0 0
Step 3 0 0 Y 0
Step 4 0 0 0 -V

A starting point for a sequence specific gel geometry was
the four-sided gel geometry used for the initial demonstra-
tion of electrophoretic SCODA. This geometry can be
defined by two numbers, the gel width and the corner radius.
The inventors started by using a geometry that had a width
of 10 mm and a corner radius of 3 mm. An electro-thermal
model of this geometry was implemented in COMSOL
Multiphysics® modeling software (COMSOL, Inc, Burling-
ton Mass., USA) to estimate the electric field and tempera-
ture profiles within the gel and establish whether or not those
field and temperature profiles could drive concentration of a
target with a temperature dependent mobility. The model
used simultaneously solves Ohm’s Law and the heat equa-
tion within the domain, using the power density calculated
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from the solution of Ohm’s Law as the source term for the
heat equation and using the temperature solution from the
heat equation to determine the temperature dependent elec-
trical conductivity of the electrolyte in the gel.

To obtain an accurate estimate of the temperature profile
within the gel, the heat conducted out of the top and bottom
of the gel are modeled. Boundary conditions and other
model parameters are illustrated in FIG. 7. The thermal
properties of water and electrical properties of 0.2 M NaCl
were used. The gel cassettes are placed on an aluminum
spreader plate that acts as a constant temperature reservoir.
To model heat flow into the spreader plate the heat transfer
coeflicient of the glass bottom, given by lilt, was used. The
temperature and electric field profiles solved by this model
for a single step of the SCODA cycle are shown in FIG. 8.
The voltage applied to the four electrodes was =120 V, 0V,
0V, 0V, and the spreader plate temperature was set to 55°
C. (328 K). The colour map indicates gel temperature and
the vector field shows the relative magnitude and direction
of the electric field within the gel. Note that as DNA is
negatively charged its migration direction will be opposite to
the direction of the electric field.

Using experimentally determined values of mobility ver-
sus temperature for a given molecule and the thermal model
described above, it is possible to determine the SCODA
velocity everywhere in the gel for that particular molecule
by taking the time average of the instantaneous drift velocity
integrated over one complete cycle:

I O AL PP N
b= fo W(T(7 B e

where |1 is the temperature dependent mobility, E the electric
field and T the period of the SCODA cycle. The temperature
and electric field were solved for four steps in the SCODA
cycle and coupled with the mobility function in equation
[23]. In this manner, the SCODA velocity everywhere in the
gel can be calculated. Since discrete steps are being used, if
it is assumed that the period is long enough that the phase lag
between the electric field and temperature can be neglected,
then the integral in equation [33] becomes a sum:

L ) .

where the velocity is summed over all four steps in the cycle.

As an example, FIG. 9 shows a vector plot of the SCODA
velocity using the experimentally determined mobility ver-
sus temperature curve for the perfect match target shown in
FIG. 11 (example described below) and the temperature and
electric field values calculated above.

The velocity field plotted in FIG. 9 shows a zero velocity
point at the geometric centre of the gel, with the velocity at
all other points in the gel pointing towards the centre. Thus,
target molecules can be collected within the gel at the centre
of the electric field pattern.

In embodiments that are used to separate two similar
molecules based on differences in binding affinity for the
immobilized probe, a washing force is superimposed over
the SCODA focusing fields described above. In some
embodiments, the washing force is a DC electric field,
described herein as a DC bias. For molecules having affinity
to the immobilized probe, the SCODA focusing force
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applied by the SCODA focusing fields described above will
tend to counteract movement of a molecule caused by the
washing field, i.e. the SCODA focusing fields will tend to
exert a restoring force on the molecules and the molecules
will be preferentially focused as compared with molecules
having a smaller binding affinity. Molecules that have a
smaller binding affinity to the immobilized probe will have
a greater mobility through the affinity matrix, and the
restoring SCODA force will be weaker. As a result, the focus
spot of molecules with a smaller binding affinity will be
shifted. In some cases, the restoring SCODA force will be so
weak that such molecules with a smaller binding affinity will
be washed out of the affinity matrix altogether.

In order to enrich for a specific biomolecule from a
population of other similar biomolecules using affinity
SCODA, one may operate SCODA focusing electric fields
with a superimposed DC bias. The DC bias may move the
focused molecules off centre, in such a way that the mol-
ecules with a lower binding energy to the immobilized
binding sites move further off centre than the molecules with
higher binding energies, thus causing the focus to split into
multiple foci. For molecules with similar binding energies,
this split may be small while washing under bias. The DC
bias may be superimposed directly over the focusing fields,
or a DC field may be time multiplexed with the focusing
fields.

In one exemplary embodiment used to separate nucleic
acids having similar sequences, a DC bias is superimposed
over the voltage pattern shown in Table 1, resulting in the
voltage pattern shown below in Table 2. In some embodi-
ments, the DC bias is applied alternately with the SCODA
focusing fields, i.e. the SCODA focusing fields are applied
for a period of time then stopped, and the DC bias is applied
for a period of time then stopped.

TABLE 2

Applied vaoltages for focusing under a DC bias. Shown are values for
a 120 V SCODA focusing potential superimposed over a 10 V DC bias.

Electrode A Electrode B Electrode C  Electrode D
Step 1 -120 5 10 5
Step 2 0 -115 10 5
Step 3 0 5 -110 5
Step 4 0 5 10 -115

The resulting velocity plots of both the perfect match and
single base mismatch targets in the presence of the applied
DC bias are shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B, respectively.
Electric field and temperature were calculated using COM-
SOL using a spreader plate temperature of 61° C. Velocity
was calculated using equation [34] and the experimentally
obtained data fits shown in FIG. 11 (example described
below). The zero velocity location of the perfect match
target has been moved slightly off centre in the direction of
the bias (indicated with a circular spot), however the mis-
match target has no zero velocity point within the gel. These
calculations show that it is possible to completely wash a
target with a smaller binding affinity from the immobilized
probe from the gel area while capturing the target with a
higher binding aflinity, enabling selective purification, con-
centration and/or detection of a specific sequence, even
where the nucleotide targets differ in sequence at only one
position.

In some embodiments, the optimal combination of the
driving field and the mobility altering field used to perform
SCODA focusing where there is a maximum difference in
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focusing force between similar molecules is empirically
determined by measuring the velocity of sample molecules
through a medium as a function of the mobility varying field.
For example, in some embodiments the mobility of a desired
target molecule and a non-desired target molecule at various
temperatures is measured in an affinity matrix as described
above, and the temperature range at which the difference in
relative mobility is greatest is selected as the temperature
range for conducting affinity SCODA. In some embodi-
ments, the focusing force is proportional to the rate at which
the velocity changes with respect to the perturbing field
dv/df, where v is the molecule velocity and f the field
strength. One skilled in the art may maximize dv/df so as to
maximize SCODA focusing and to enable fast washing of
contaminants that do not focus. To maximally separate two
similar molecules, affinity SCODA may be carried out under
conditions such that dv /df-dv,/df (where v, is the velocity
of molecule a, and v, is the velocity of molecule b) is
maximized.

In some embodiments, the strength of the electric field
applied to an affinity matrix is calculated so that the highest
temperature within the gel corresponds approximately to the
temperature at which the difference in binding affinity
between two molecules to be separated is highest.

In some embodiments, the temperature at which the
difference in binding affinity between the two molecules to
be separated is highest corresponds to the temperature at
which the difference between the melting temperature of a
target molecule and the affinity agent and the melting
temperature of a non-target molecule and the affinity agent
is highest. In some embodiments, the maximum difference
between the melting temperature of a target molecule and
the affinity agent and the melting temperature of a non-target
molecule and the affinity agent is less than about 9.3° C., in
some embodiments less than about 7.8° C., in some embodi-
ments less than about 5.2° C., and in some embodiments less
than about 0.7° C.

In some embodiments, the ratio of target molecules to
non-target molecules that can be separated by affinity
SCODA is any ratio from 1:1 to 1:10,000 and any value
therebetween, e.g. 1:100 or 1:1,000. In some embodiments,
after conducting affinity SCODA, the ratio of non-target
molecules relative to target molecules that is located in a
focus spot of the target molecules has been reduced by a
factor of up to 10,000 fold.

Phase Lag Induced Rotation

In some embodiments, to separate molecules with differ-
ent affinities for the immobilized affinity agent, a DC bias is
superimposed over the SCODA focusing fields as described
above. If the separation in binding energy is great enough
then the mismatched target can be washed entirely off of the
gel. The ability to wash weakly focusing contaminating
fragments from the gel can be affected by the phase lag
induced rotation discussed above, where the SCODA veloc-
ity of a two dimensional system was given by:

V scopa=IVscop.4 (Cos(@)P+sin($)0) [35]

where ¢ is the phase lag between the electric field oscilla-
tions and the mobility varying oscillations. Aside from
reducing the proportion of the SCODA velocity that con-
tributes to concentration this result has additional implica-
tions when washing weakly focusing contaminants out of an
affinity matrix. The rotational component will add to the DC
bias and can result in zero or low velocity points in the gel
that can significantly increase the time required to wash
mismatched targets from the gel.
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To counteract the effects of a rotational component of
motion that may arise in embodiments in which there is a
phase lag between the electric field oscillations and the
mobility varying oscillations, the direction in which the
SCODA focusing fields are applied may be rotated periodi-
cally. In some embodiments, the direction in which the
SCODA focusing fields are rotated is altered once every
period.

Optical Feedback

In some embodiments where one molecule of interest (the
target molecule) is concentrated in an affinity matrix while
a second, similar, molecule (the non-target molecule) is
washed off of the affinity matrix, optical feedback may be
used to determine when washing is complete and/or to avoid
running the target molecule out of the affinity matrix.

The two foci of similar molecules may be close together
geographically, and optical feedback may be used to ensure
the molecule of interest is not washed off the gel. For
example, using a fluorescent surrogate for the molecule of
interest or the contaminating molecules (or both) one can
monitor their respective positions while focusing under bias,
and use that geographical information to adjust the bias
ensuring that the molecule of interest is pushed as close to
the edge of the gel as possible but not off, while the
contaminating molecule may be removed from the gel.

In some embodiments, the molecules to be separated are
differentially labeled, e.g. with fluorescent tags of a different
colour. Real-time monitoring using fluorescence detection
can be used to determine when the non-target molecule has
been washed off of the affinity matrix, or to determine when
the foci of the target molecule and the non-target molecule
are sufficiently far apart within the affinity matrix to allow
both foci to be separately extracted from the affinity matrix.

In some embodiments, fluorescent surrogate molecules
that focus similarly to the target and/or non-target molecules
may be used to perform optical feedback. By using a
fluorescent surrogate for a target molecule, a non-target
molecule, or both a target molecule and a non-target mol-
ecule, the respective positions of the target molecule and/or
the non-target molecule can be monitored while performing
affinity focusing under a washing bias. The location of the
surrogate molecules within the affinity matrix can be used to
adjust the washing bias to ensure that the molecule of
interest is pushed as close to the edge of the gel as possible
but not off, while the contaminating molecule may be
washed off the gel.

In some embodiments, fluorescent surrogate molecules
that focus similarly to the target and/or non-target molecules
but will not amplify in any subsequent PCR reactions that
may be conducted can be added to a sample to be purified.
The presence of the fluorescent surrogate molecules within
the affinity matrix enables the use of optical feedback to
control SCODA focusing conditions in real time. Fluores-
cence detection can be used to visualize the position of the
fluorescent surrogate molecules in the affinity matrix. In
embodiments where the fluorescent surrogate mimics the
focusing behaviour of the target molecule, the applied
washing force can be decreased when the fluorescent sur-
rogate approaches the edge of the affinity matrix, to avoid
washing the target molecule out of the affinity matrix. In
embodiments where the fluorescent surrogate mimics the
focusing behaviour of the non-target molecule that is to be
separated from the target molecule, the applied washing
force can be decreased or stopped after the fluorescent
surrogate has been washed out of the affinity matrix, or
alternatively when the location of the fluorescent surrogate
approaches the edge of the affinity matrix.
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Separation of Differentially Modified Molecules

In some embodiments, molecules that are identical except
for the presence or absence of a chemical modification that
alters the binding affinity of the molecule for a probe are
separated using affinity SCODA. Some embodiments of
affinity SCODA are sufficiently sensitive to separate two
molecules that have only a small difference in binding
affinity for the immobilized affinity agent. Examples of such
molecules include differentially modified molecules, such as
methylated and unmethylated nucleic acids, methylated or
acetylated proteins, or the like.

For example, it has been previously shown that methyl-
ation of cytosine residues increases the binding energy of
hybridization relative to unmethylated DNA sequences.
RNA sequences would be expected to display a similar
increase in the binding energy of hybridization when meth-
ylated as compared with unmethylated sequences. The
inventors have shown that one embodiment of affinity
SCODA can be used to separate nucleic acid sequences
differing only by the presence of a single methylated cyto-
sine residue. Other chemical modifications would be
expected to alter the binding energy of a nucleic acid and its
complimentary sequence in a similar manner. Modification
of proteins, such as through methylation, can also alter the
binding affinity of a protein of interest with a protein, RNA
or DNA aptamer, antibody, or other molecule that binds to
the protein at or near the methylation site. Accordingly,
embodiments of affinity SCODA can be used to separate
differentially modified molecules of interest. While the
examples herein are directed to methylation enrichment,
affinity SCODA can also be applied to enrichment and
selection of molecules with other chemical differences,
including e.g. acetylation.

Affinity SCODA, and sequence-specific SCODA, may be
used to enrich a specific sequence of methylated DNA out of
a background of methylated and unmethylated DNA. In this
application of affinity SCODA, the strength of the SCODA
focusing force may be related to the binding energy of the
target DNA to the bound oligonucleotides. Target molecules
with a higher binding energy may be made to focus more
strongly than targets with lower binding energy. Methylation
of DNA has previously been documented to slightly increase
the binding energy of target DNA to its complementary
sequence. Small changes in binding energy of a comple-
mentary oligonucleotide may be exploited through affinity
SCODA to preferentially enrich for methylated DNA.
SCODA operating conditions may be chosen, for example as
described above, such that the methylated DNA is concen-
trated while unmethylated DNA of the same sequence is
washed off the gel.

Some embodiments can separate molecules with a differ-
ence in binding energy to an immobilized affinity agent of
less than kT, the thermal excitation energy of the target
molecules. Some embodiments can separate molecules with
a difference in binding energy to an immobilized affinity
agent of less than 0.19 kcal/mol. Some embodiments can
separate molecules with a difference in binding energy to an
immobilized affinity agent of less than 2.6 kcal/mol. Some
embodiments can separate molecules with a difference in
binding energy to an immobilized affinity agent of less than
3.8 kcal/mol. Some embodiments can separate molecules
that differ only by the presence of a methyl group. Some
embodiments can separate nucleic acid sequences that differ
in sequence at only one base.

Applications of Affinity SCODA

Systems and methods for separating, purifying, concen-

trating and/or detecting differentially modified molecules as
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described above can be applied in fields where detection of
biomarkers, specific nucleotide sequences or differentially
modified molecules is important, e.g. epigenetics, fetal DNA
detection, pathogen detection, cancer screening and moni-
toring, detection of organ failure, detection of various dis-
ease states, and the like. For example. in some embodiments
affinity SCODA is used to separate, purify, concentrate
and/or detect differentially methylated DNA in such fields as
fetal diagnostic tests utilizing maternal body fluids, patho-
gen detection in body fluids, and biomarker detection in
body fluids for detecting cancer, organ failure, or other
disease states and for monitoring the progression or treat-
ment of such conditions.

In some embodiments, a sample of bodily fluid or a tissue
sample is obtained from a subject. Cells may be lysed,
genomic DNA is sheared, and the sample is subjected to
affinity SCODA. In some embodiments, molecules concen-
trated using affinity SCODA are subjected to further analy-
sis, e.g. DNA sequencing, digital PCR, fluorescence detec-
tion, or the like, to assay for the presence of a particular
biomarker or nucleotide sequence. In some embodiments,
the subject is a human.

It is known that fetal DNA is present in maternal plasma,
and that differential methylation of maternal versus fetal
DNA obtained from the maternal plasma can be used to
screen for genetic disorders (see e.g. Poon et al., 2002,
Clinical Chemistry 48:1,35-41). However, one problem that
is difficult to overcome is discrimination between fetal and
maternal DNA. Affinity SCODA as described above may be
used to preferentially separate, purify, concentrate and/or
detect DNA which is differentially methylated in fetal DNA
versus maternal DNA. For example, affinity SCODA may be
used to concentrate or detect DNA which is methylated in
the fetal DNA, but not in maternal DNA, or which is
methylated in maternal DNA but not fetal DNA. In some
embodiments, a sample of maternal plasma is obtained from
a subject. and subjected to affinity SCODA using an oligo-
nucleotide probe directed to a sequence of interest. The
detection of two foci after the application of SCODA
focusing fields may indicate the presence of DNA which is
differentially methylated as between the subject and the
fetus. Comparison to a reference sample from a subject that
exhibits a particular genetic disorder may be used to deter-
mine if the fetus may be at risk of having the genetic
disorder. Further analysis of the sample of DNA obtained
through differential modification SCODA through conven-
tional methods such as PCR, DNA sequencing, digital PCR,
fluorescence detection, or the like, may be used to assess the
risk that the fetus may have a genetic disorder.

One embodiment of the present systems and methods is
used to detect abnormalities in fetal DNA, including chro-
mosome copy number abnormalities. Regions of different
chromosomes that are known to be differentially methylated
in fetal DNA as opposed to maternal DNA are concentrated
using affinity SCODA to separate fetal DNA from maternal
DNA based on the differential methylation of the fetal DNA
in a maternal plasma sample. Further analysis of the sepa-
rated fetal DNA is conducted (for example using qPCR,
DNA sequencing, fluorescent detection, or other suitable
method) to count the number of copies from each chromo-
some and determine copy number abnormalities.

Most cancers are a result of a combination of genetic
changes and epigenetic changes, such as changes in DNA
methylation (e.g. hypomethylation and/or hypermethylation
of certain regions, see e.g. Ehrich, 2002, Oncogene 21:35,
5400-5413). Affinity SCODA can be used to separate, purify,
concentrate and/or detect DNA sequences of interest to
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screen for oncogenes which are abnormally methylated.
Embodiments of affinity SCODA are used in the detection of
biomarkers involving DNA having a different methylation
pattern in cancerous or pre-cancerous cells than in healthy
cells. Detection of such biomarkers may be useful in both
early cancer screening, and in the monitoring of cancer
development or treatment progress. In some embodiments, a
sample obtained from a subject, e.g. a sample of a bodily
fluid such as plasma or a biopsy, may be processed and
analyzed by differential modification SCODA using oligo-
nucleotide probes directed to a sequence of interest. The
presence of two foci during the application of SCODA fields
may indicate the presence of differential methylation at the
DNA sequence of interest. Comparison of the sample
obtained from the subject with a reference sample (e.g. a
sample from a healthy patient and/or a sample known to
originate from cancerous or pre-cancerous tissue) can indi-
cate whether the cells of the subject are at risk of being
cancerous or pre-cancerous. Further analysis of the sample
of DNA obtained through differential modification SCODA
through conventional methods such as PCR, DNA sequenc-
ing, digital PCR, fluorescence detection, or the like, may be
used to assess the risk that the sample includes cells that may
be cancerous or pre-cancerous, to assess the progression of
a cancer, or 1o assess the effectiveness of treatment.

In some embodiments, a specific nucleotide sequence is
captured in the gel regardless of methylation (i.e. without
selecting for a particular methylation status of the nucleic
acid). Undesired nucleotide sequences and/or other contami-
nants may be washed off the gel while the specific nucleotide
sequence remains bound by oligonucleotide probes immo-
bilized within the separation medium. Then, differential
methylation SCODA is used to focus the methylated version
of the sequence while electrically washing the unmethylated
sequence toward a buffer chamber or another gel where it
can then be recovered. In some embodiments, the unmeth-
ylated sequence could be preferentially extracted.

In some embodiments, biomolecules in blood related to
disease states or infection are selectively concentrated using
affinity SCODA. In some embodiments, the biomolecules
are unique nucleic acids with sequence or chemical differ-
ences that render them useful biomarkers of disease states or
infection. Following such concentration, the biomarkers can
be detected using PCR, sequencing, or similar means. In
some embodiments, a sample of bodily fluid or tissue is
obtained from a subject, cells are lysed, genomic DNA is
sheared, and affinity SCODA is performed using oligonucle-
otide probes that are complimentary to a sequence of inter-
est. Affinity SCODA 1is used to detect the presence of
differentially methylated populations of the nucleic acid
sequence of interest. The presence of differentially methyl-
ated populations of the target sequence of interest may
indicate a likelihood that the subject suffers from a particular
disease state or an infection.

In some embodiments, the focusing pattern of the target
nucleic acid produced by affinity SCODA from a subject is
compared with the focusing pattern of the target nucleic acid
produced by affinity SCODA from one or more reference
samples (e.g. an equivalent sample obtained from a healthy
subject, and/or an equivalent sample obtained from a subject
known to be suffering from a particular disease). Similarities
between the focusing pattern produced by the sample
obtained from the subject and a reference sample obtained
from a subject known to be suffering from a particular
disease indicate a likelihood that the subject is suffering
from the same disease. Differences between the focusing
pattern produced from the sample obtained from the subject
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and a reference sample obtained from a healthy subject
indicate a likelihood that the subject may be suffering from
a disease. Differences in the focusing pattern produced from
the sample obtained from the subject and a reference sample
obtained from a healthy subject may indicate the presence of
a differential modification or a mutation in the subject as
compared with the healthy subject.
Use of Multiple Affinity Agents to Capture Multiple Target
Molecules

In some embodiments, affinity SCODA is used to sepa-
rate, purify, concentrate and/or detect more than one
sequence per sample. The examples described herein dem-
onstrate that it is possible to concentrate target DNA at probe
concentrations as low as 1 uM, as well as with probe
concentrations as high as 100 pM. In some embodiments,
multiplexed concentration is be performed by immobilizing
a plurality of different affinity agents in the medium to
provide an affinity matrix. In some embodiments, at least
two different affinity agents are immobilized within a
medium to separate, purify, concentrate and/or detect at least
two different target molecules. In some embodiments, each
one of the affinity agents is an oligonucleotide probe with a
different sequence. In some embodiments, anywhere
between 2 and 100 different oligonucleotide probes are
immobilized within a medium to provide an affinity matrix,
and any where between 2 and 100 different target molecules
are separated, purified, concentrated and/or detect simulta-
neously in a single affinity gel. Each one of the target
molecules may be labeled with a different tag to facilitate
detection, for example each one of the target molecules
could be labeled with a different colour of fluorescent tag.

In some embodiments where the binding energy between
each of the two or more affinity agents and the two or more
target molecules differs, the two or more target molecules
may be differentially separated within the affinity matrix by
the application of SCODA focusing fields at an appropriate
temperature. In some embodiments, a first target molecule
with a lower melting temperature for its corresponding
affinity agent may be preferentially separated from a second
target molecule with a relatively higher melting temperature
for its corresponding affinity agent. In some such embodi-
ments, the first molecule is preferentially concentrated by
conducting SCODA focusing at a temperature that is suffi-
ciently low that a second target molecule with a relatively
higher melting temperature for its corresponding affinity
agent does not focus efficiently (i.e. a temperature at which
the mobility of the second target molecule within the affinity
matrix is relatively low), but sufficiently high to enable
efficient focusing of the first molecule. In some such
embodiments, the first and second molecules are differen-
tially separated through the application of a washing bias,
e.g. a DC bias, at a temperature that is sufficiently low that
the second target molecule is not displaced or is displaced
only slowly by the washing bias, but sufficiently high that
the first target molecule is displaced or is displaced at a
higher velocity by the washing bias.
Apparatus for Performing Affinity SCODA

In some embodiments, affinity SCODA is performed on
an electrophoresis apparatus comprising a region for con-
taining the affinity matrix, buffer reservoirs, power supplies
capable of delivering large enough voltages and currents to
cause the desired effect, precise temperature control of the
SCODA medium (which is a gel in some embodiments), and
a two colour fluorescence imaging system for the monitoring
of two different molecules in the SCODA medium.

EXAMPLES

Embodiments of the invention are further described with
reference to the following examples, which are intended to
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be illustrative and not restrictive in nature. Although the
examples below are described with reference to the separa-
tion of DNA oligonucleotides and methylated DNA oligo-
nucleotides, embodiments of the present invention also have
application in the purification and separation of other mol-
ecules having an affinity for agents immobilized within a
medium, including other differentially modified molecules.
Examples of such molecules include polypeptides or pro-
teins, differentially modified polypeptides or proteins, dif-
ferentially modified nucleic acids including differentially
methylated DNA or RNA, or the like. Examples of agents
that can be immobilized as probes in embodiments of the
invention include DNA, RNA, antibodies, polypeptides,
proteins, nucleic acid aptamers, and other agents with affin-
ity for a molecule of interest.

BExample 1.0

Affinity SCODA with Single Base Mismatch

To verify the predicted temperature dependent mobility
expressed in equation [23], experiments were performed to
measure the response of target DNA velocity to changes in
temperature. Initial experiments were done with 100 nucleo-
tide oligonucleotides as target DNA. Oligonucleotides are
single stranded so do not need to be denatured to interact
with the affinity gel. The oligonucleotides are also suffi-
ciently short that they have a negligible field dependent
mobility. Longer nucleic acid molecules, e.g. greater than
about 1000 nucleotides in length, may be difficult to separate
based on sequence, as longer molecules have a tendency to
focus in a non-sequence specific manner from the electro-
phoretic SCODA effect in embodiments using Joule heating
provided by an electric field to provide the temperature
gradient.

To perform these measurements a polyacrylamide gel (4%
T, 2% C) in 1xTB (89 mM tris, 89 mM boric acid) with 0.2
M NaCl and 10 uM acrydite probe (SEQ ID NO. 1) oligo
was cast in a one dimensional gel cassette containing only
two access ports. Polymerization was initiated through the
addition of 2 pl of 10% w/v APS and 0.2 pul TEMED per ml
of gel.

Mobility measurements were performed on two different
100 nucleotide oligonucleotides differing by a single base
containing sequences with a perfect match (PM) (SEQ ID
NO. 2) to the probe and a single base mismatch (sbMM)
(SEQ ID NO. 3). These target oligonucleotides were end
labeled with either 6-FAM or Cy5 (IDT DNA). Probe and
target sequences used for these experiments are shown in
Table 3. The regions of the PM and sbMM target oligo-
nucleotides that are complementary to the immobilized
probe are shown in darker typeface than the other portions
of these oligonucleotides. The position of the single base
mismatch is underlined in the sbMM target sequence.

TABLE 3

Probe and target oligonucleotide sequences
uged for sequence specific SCODA.

Sequence
Probe 5' ACT GGC CGT CGT TTT ACT 3'
(SEQ ID
NO.: 1)
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TABLE 3-continued

Probe and target oligonucleotide sequences
uged for sequence specific SCODA.

Sequence 3

PM Target 5' CGA TTA AGT TGA GTA ACG CCA CTA TTT
(SEQ ID TCA CAG TCA TAA CCA TGT RAA ACG ACG
NO.: 2) GCC AGT GAA TTA GCG ATG CAT ACC TTG

GGA TCC TCT AGA ATG TAC C 3! 10
sbMM Target
(SEQ ID
NO.: 3)

5' CGA TTA AGT TGA GTA ACG CCA CTA
TTT TCA CAG TCA TAA CCA TGT AAA ACT
ACG GCC AGT GAA TTA GCG ATG CAT ACC
TTG GGA TCC TCT AGA ATG TAC C 3!

15

The probe sequence was chosen to be complementary to
pUC19 for subsequent experiments with longer targets,
discussed below. The 100 nucleotide targets contain a
sequence complementary to the probe (perfect match: PM)
or with a single base mismatch (sbMM) to the probe with

20

flanking sequences to make up the 100 nucleotide length.
The flanking sequences were designed to minimize the
effects of secondary structure and self hybridization. Initial s
sequences for the regions flanking the probe binding site
were chosen at random. Folding and self hybridization
energies were then calculated using Mfold'* and the
sequences were altered one base at a time to minimize these
effects ensuring that the dominant interactions would be
between target strands and the probe.

Table 4 shows the binding energies and melting tempera-
tures for the sequences shown in Table 3 calculated using
Mfold. The binding energy, AG, is given as AH-TAS, where
AH is the enthalpy and AS the entropy in units of kcal/mol
and kecal/mol K respectively. The following parameter val-
ues were used for calculation of the values in Table 2:
temperature=50° C., [Na+]=0.2 M, [Mg++]=0 M, strand 40
concentration=10 pM. The largest T,, for non probe-target
hybridization is 23.9° C. and the greatest secondary structure
T,, s 38.1° C. Both of these values are far enough below the
sbMM target-probe T, that they are not expected to interfere 45
target-probe interactions.

TABLE 4
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Once the injected band was visible the temperature of the
spreader plate was dropped to 55° C. An electric field of 25
V/em was applied to the gel cassette while the temperature
was ramped from 40° C. to 70° C. at a rate of 0.5° C./min.
Images of the gel were taken every 20 sec. Image processing
software written in LabView® (National Instruments, Aus-
tin Tex.) was used to determine the location of the centre of
the band in each image and this position data was then used
to calculate velocity.

FIG. 11 shows a plot of target DNA mobility as a function
of temperature. Using the values of AG for the probe and
target sequences shown in Table 3, the velocity versus
temperature curves were fit to equation [23] to determine the
two free parameters: the mobility f1,, and § a constant that
depends on the kinetics of the hybridization reaction.

A fit of the data shown in FIG. 11 shows good agreement
with the theory of migration presented above. Data for the
mismatch mobility are shown as the curve on the left, and
data for the perfect match mobility are shown as the curve
on the right. The R* value for the PM fit and MM fits were
0.99551 and 0.99539 respectively. The separation between
the perfect match and single base mismatch targets supports
that there is an operating temperature where the focusing
speed of the perfect match target is significantly greater than
that of the mismatched target enabling separation of the two
species through application of a DC bias field as illustrated
in FIG. 4.

Example 2.0

Selective Separation of Molecules Using Affinity
SCODA

A 4% polyacrylamide gel containing 10 pM acrydite
modified probe oligos (Integrated DNA Technologies,
www.idtdna.com) was cast in a gel cassette to provide an
affinity matrix.

Equimolar amounts of the perfect match and single base
mismatch targets were injected into the affinity gel at 30° C.
with an electric field of 100 V/cm applied across the gel such
that both target molecules would be initially captured and
immobilized at the gel buffer interface. The temperature was
then increased to 70° C. and a constant electric field of 20
V/em applied to the gel to move the target into the imaging
area of the gel. The temperature was then dropped to 62° C.
and a 108 V/cm SCODA focusing field superimposed over

Binding energies and melting temperatures for Table 3 sequences.

Probe PM Target sbMM Target Secondary

(SEQ ID NO.: 1) (SEQ ID NO.: 2) (SEQ ID NO.: 3) Structure
Probe -354+01012*T  -1453+04039* T -126.8+0.3598 * T -20.3 + 0.07049 * T
(SEQID Tm=12.2°C. Tm = 65.1° C. Tm = 55.8° C. Tm = 14.8° C.
NO.: 1)
PM Target -1453 + 04039 * T 402+ 0.1124 * T -402 + 01111 * T -24.3 + 0.07808 * T
(SEQID Tm =65.1° C. Tm =23.9° C. Tm =20.9° C. Tm =38.1° C.
NO.: 2)
sbMM -126.8 + 03598 * T -402 + 0.1111 * T -40.2 + 01124 * T -24.3 + 0.07808 * T
Target Tm = 55.8° C. Tm = 20.9° C. Tm =23.9° C. Tm =38.1° C.
(SEQ ID
NO.: 3)

To measure the velocity response as a function of tem-
perature the fluorescently labeled target was first injected 65
into the gel at high temperature (70° C.), and driven under
a constant electric field into the imaging area of the gel.

an 8 V/cm DC bias as shown in Table 2 was applied to the
four source electrodes with a period of 5 seconds. The
rotation direction of the SCODA focusing field was altered
every period.
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TABLE 5

Focusing plus bias potentials applied.

Electrode A Electrode B Electrode C  Electrode D
Step 1 -108 4 8 4
Step 2 0 -104 8 4
Step 3 0 4 -100 4
Step 4 0 4 8 -104

FIG. 12 shows images of concentration taken every 2
minutes. The perfect match target was tagged with 6-FAM
and shown in green (leading bright spot which focuses to a
tight spot), the mismatch target was tagged with CyS5 and is
shown in red (trailing bright line that is washed from the
gel). The camera gain was reduced on the green channel
after the first image was taken. DNA was injected into the
right side of the gel and focusing plus bias fields were
applied. The perfect match target (green) experiences a drift
velocity similar to that shown in FIG. 10A and moves
towards a central focus location. The more weakly focusing
mismatch target (red) experiences a velocity field similar to
that shown in FIG. 10B and is pushed off the edge of the gel
by the bias field. The direction of application of the applied
washing field is indicated by the white arrow.

This experiment verifies the predictions of FIGS. 10A and
10B demonstrating that it is possible to generate two dif-
ferent velocity profiles for two DNA targets differing by only
asingle base enabling preferential focusing of the target with
the higher binding energy to the gel. The images in F1G. 12
confirm that there are two distinct velocity profiles generated
for the two different sequences of target DNA moving
through an affinity matrix under the application of both a
SCODA focusing field and a DC bias. A dispersive velocity
field is generated for the single base mismatch target and a
non dispersive velocity field is generated for the perfect
match target. This example demonstrates that it is possible
to efficiently enrich for targets with single base specificity,
and optionally wash a non-desired target off of an affinity
matrix, even if there is a large excess of mismatch target in
the sample.

Example 3.0
Optimization of Operating Conditions

Different parameters of the SCODA process may be
optimized to achieve good sample enrichment at reasonable
yields. In embodiments having immobilized (and negatively
charged) DNA in the gel, a relatively high salinity running
buffer was found to provide both efficient and stable focus-
ing, as well as minimizing the time required to electroki-
netically inject target DNA from an adjacent sample cham-
ber into the SCODA gel.

Example 3.1
Optimization of Buffer Salinity

Early attempts of measuring the temperature dependent
mobility of molecules in an affinity gel as well as the first
demonstrations of sequence specific SCODA were per-
formed in buffers used for electrophoretic SCODA. These
are typically standard electrophoresis buffers such as tris-
borate EDTA (TBE), often diluted 4 to 6 fold to reduce the
gel conductivity, enabling the application of high electric
fields within thermal limitations imposed by Joule heating,
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resulting in shorter concentration times'®. Although it is
possible to achieve sequence specific SCODA based con-
centration in a 1XTBE buffer (89 mM tris, 89 mM boric acid,
2 mM disodium EDTA), conditions can be further optimized

5 for performance of sequence specific SCODA due to the
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relatively low concentration of dissociated ions at equilib-
rium in 1xXTBE buffer. A low concentration of dissociated
ions results in slow hybridization kinetics, exacerbates ionic
depletion associated with immobhilizing charges (oligonucle-
otide probes) in the gel, and increases the time required to
electrokinetically inject target DNA into the gel. Calcula-
tions using 89 mM tris base and 89 mM boric acid, with a
pKa of 9.24 for boric acid and a pKa of 8.3 for tris shows
a concentration of 1.49 mM each of dissociated tris and
dissociated boric acid in 1xTBE buffer.

Example 3.2
Effect of Salt Concentration on DNA Hybridization

In embodiments used to separate nucleic acids, the pres-
ence of positive counter ions shields the electrostatic repul-
sion of negatively charged complementary strands of nucleic
acid, resulting in increased rates of hybridization. For
example, it is known that increasing the concentration of
Na+ ions affects the rate of DNA hybridization in a non-
linear manner (see Tsuruoka et al.'>, which is incorporated
by reference herein). The hybridization rate increases by
about 10 fold when [NaCl] is increased from 10 mMto 1 M
of [NaCl], with most of the gain achieved by the time one
reaches about 200 mM. At low concentrations of positive
counter ions, below about 10 mM, the rate of hybridization
is more strongly dependent on salt concentration, roughly
proportional to the cube of the salt concentration®. Theo-
retical calculations suggest that the total positive counter ion
concentration of 1xTBE is around 5.5 mM (1.5 mM of
dissociated tris, and 4 mM of Na+ from the disodium
EDTA). At this ion concentration it was possible to achieve
focusing however the slow hybridization rates resulted in
weak focusing and large final focus spot sizes.

A slow rate of hybridization can lead to weak focusing
through an increase in the phase lag between the changes in
electric fleld and changes in mobility. Equation [16]
describes the SCODA velocity as being proportional to
cos(¢), where ¢ represents the phase lag between the mobil-
ity oscillations and the electric field oscillations. In the case
0f ssSCODA a phase lag can result from both a slow thermal
response as well as from slow hybridization kinetics.

This phase lag results in slower focusing times and larger
spot sizes since the final spot size is a balance between the
inward SCODA-driven drift, and outward diffusion-driven
drift. Faster focusing times are always desirable as this tends
to reduce the overall time to enrich a target from a complex
mixture. A smaller spot size is also desirable as it improves
the ability to discriminate between different molecular spe-
cies. As discussed above, when performing SCODA focus-
ing under application of a DC bias, the final focus spot will
be shifted off center by an amount that depends on both the
mobility of the target and the speed of focusing, both of
which depend on the strength of the interaction between the
target and the gel bound probes. The amount of separation
required to discriminate between two similar molecules
when focusing under bias therefore depends on the final
focus spot diameter. Smaller spot diameters should improve
the ability to discriminate between two targets with similar
affinity to the gel bound probes.
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At the low rates of hybridization achieved with 1xTBE
buffer, reliable focusing was only achievable with probe
concentrations near 100 pM. Increasing the salt concentra-
tion from around 5 mM to 200 mM through the addition of
NaCl, while keeping the probe concentration at 100 uM had
the effect of reducing the final focus spot size as shown in
FIGS. 13A-D. All images in FIGS. 13A-D were taken after
a similar amount of focusing time (approximately 5 min),
however the increased salinity resulted in increased Joule
heating, which required a four fold reduction of field
strength to prevent boiling when focusing with 200 mM
NaCl. Probe concentrations are 100 uM, 10 uM, 1 uM, and
100 uM, respectively in FIGS. 13A, 13B, 13C and 13D. The
buffer used in FIGS. 13A, 13B and 13C was 1xTB with 0.2
M NaCl. The buffer used in FIG. 13D was 1xTBE. Focusing
was not reliable at 10 pM and 1 pM probe in 1XTBE and
these results are not shown. Under equivalent conditions in
this example, addition of 200 mM NaCl to the gel also
allowed for focusing of complementary targets at 100 fold
lower probe concentrations.

Equation [30] states that the focusing speed is propor-
tional to the electric field strength, so that fact that compa-
rable focusing times are achieved with a four fold reduction
in electric field strength suggests that the field normalized
focusing speed is considerably faster under high salinity
conditions.

Although the total time for focusing was not reduced by
the addition of 200 mM NaCl, focusing at lower electric
field strength may be desirable in some embodiments
because lower field strength can limit the degree of non-
specific electrophoretic SCODA that may occur in an affinity
matrix in some embodiments. For example, all target nucleic
acid molecules will focus irrespective of their sequence in
the affinity gels used for sequence specific SCODA in
embodiments where the thermal gradient is established by
an electric field due to electrophoretic SCODA. The speed of
electrophoretic SCODA focusing increases with electric
field"?, so decreasing the field strength will have the effect
of reducing the non-specific SCODA focusing speed, allow-
ing one to wash non-target DNA molecules from the gel
more easily by applying a DC bias.

Example 3.3
Ion Depletion and Bound Charges

The rate at which ions are depleted (or accumulated) at a
boundary increases as the fraction of charges that are immo-
bile increases. The 100 uM probe concentration required to
achieve efficient concentration in 1xTBE results in 2 mM of
bound negative charges within the gel when a 20 nucleotide
probe is used, which is comparable to the total amount of
dissolved negative ions within the gel (around 5.5 mM). This
high proportion of bound charge can result in the formation
of regions within the gel that become depleted of ions when
a constant electric field is placed across the gel'®2° as it is
during injection and during SCODA focusing under DC
bias.

A high salinity running buffer can therefore help to
minimize many of the ion depletion problems associated
with immobilizing charges in an ssSCODA gel by enabling
focusing at lower probe concentrations, as well as reducing
the fraction of bound charges by adding additional free
charges.
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Example 3 4

Denaturation of Double Stranded DNA

Target DNA will not interact with the gel immobilized
probes unless it is single stranded. The simplest method for
generating single stranded DNA from double stranded DNA
is to boil samples prior to injection. One potential problem
with this method is that samples can re-anneal prior to
injection reducing the yield of the process, as the re-
annealed double stranded targets will not interact with the
probes and can be washed off of the gel by the bias field.
Theoretical calculations show that the rate of renaturation of
a sample will be proportional to the concentration of dena-
tured single stranded DNA. Provided target concentration
and sample salinity are both kept low, renaturation of the
sample can be minimized.

To measure the effect of target concentration on renatur-
ation and overall efficiency, fluorescently labeled double
stranded PCR amplicons complementary to gel bound
probes were diluted into a 250 pl volume containing about
2 mM NaCl and denatured by boiling for 5 min followed by
cooling in an ice bath for 5 min. The sample was then placed
in the sample chamber of a gel cassette, injected into a
focusing gel and concentrated to the centre of the gel. After
concentration was complete the fluorescence of the final
focus spot was measured, and compared to the fluorescence
of the same quantity of target that was manually pipetted
into the centre of an empty gel cassette. This experiment was
performed with 100 ng (2x10* copies) and 10 ng (2x10°
copies) of double stranded PCR amplicons. The 100 ng
sample resulted in a yield of 40% and the 10 ng sample
resulted in a yield of 80%. This example confirms that lower
sample DNA concentration will result in higher yields.

Example 3.5
Phase Lag Induced Rotation

As discussed above, in embodiments in which there is a
phase lag between the electric field oscillations and the
mobility varying oscillations, a rotational component will be
added to the velocity of molecules moving through the
affinity matrix. An example of this problem is shown in FIG.
14. The targets shown in FIG. 14 focus weakly under
SCODA fields and when a small bias is applied to wash them
from the gel, the wash field and the rotational velocity
induced by the SCODA fields sum to zero near the bottom
left corner of the gel. This results in long wash times, and in
extreme cases weak trapping of the contaminant fragments.
The direction of rotation of the electric field used to produce
SCODA focusing is indicated by arrow 34. The direction of
the applied washing force is indicated by arrow 36.

To overcome this problem the direction of the field
rotation can be altered periodically. In other examples
described herein, the direction of the field rotation was
altered every period. This results in much cleaner washing
and focusing with minimal dead zones. This scheme was
applied during focus and wash demonstrations described
above and shown in FIG. 12, an example in which the
mismatched target was cleanly washed from the gel without
rotation. Under these conditions there is a reduced SCODA
focusing velocity due to the phase lag, but there is not an
additional rotational component of the SCODA velocity.
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Example 3.6

Effect of Secondary Structure

Secondary structure in the target DNA will decrease the
rate of hybridization of the target to the immobilized probes.
This will have the effect of reducing the focusing speed by
increasing the phase lag described in equation [16]. The
amount by which secondary structure decreases the hybrid-
ization rate depends on the details of the secondary structure.
With a simple hairpin for example, both the length of the
stem and the loop affect the hybridization rate®. For most
practical applications of sequence specific SCODA, where
one desires to enrich for a target molecule differing by a
single base from contaminating background DNA, both
target and background will have similar secondary structure.
In this case the ability to discriminate between target and
background will not be affected, only the overall process
time. By increasing the immobilized probe concentration
and the electric field rotation period one can compensate for
the reduced hybridization rate.

There are potentially cases where secondary structure can
have an impact on the ability to discriminate a target
molecule from background molecules. It is possible for a
single base difference between target and background to
affect the secondary structure in such a way that background
DNA has reduced secondary structure and increased hybrid-
ization rates compared to the target, and is the basis for
single stranded conformation polymorphism (SSCP) muta-
tion analysis. This effect has the potential to both reduce or
enhance the ability to successfully enrich for target DNA,
and care must be taken when designing target and probe
sequences to minimize the effects of secondary structure.
Once a target molecule has been chosen, the probe position
can be moved around the mutation site. The length of the
probe molecule can be adjusted. In some cases, oligonucle-
otides can be hybridized to sequences flanking the region
where the probe anneals to further suppress secondary
structure.

BExample 4.0

Quantitation of Sequence Specific SCODA
Performance

The length dependence of the final focus location while
focusing under DC bias was measured and shown to be
independent of length for fragments ranging from 200 nt to
1000 nt in length; an important result, which implies that
ssSCODA is capable of distinguishing nucleic acid targets
by sequence alone without the need for ensuring that all
targets are of a similar length. Measurements confirmed the
ability to enrich for target sequences while rejecting con-
taminating sequences differing from the target by only a
single base, and the ability to enrich for target DNA that
differs only by a single methylated cytosine residue with
respect to contaminating background DNA molecules.

Example 4.1
Length Independence of Focusing

The ability to purify nucleic acids based on sequence
alone, irrespective of fragment length, eliminates the need to
ensure that all target fragments are of similar length prior to
enrichment. The theory of sequence specific SCODA pre-
sented above predicts that sequence specific SCODA enrich-
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ment should be independent of target length. However,
effects not modeled above may lead to length dependence,
and experiments were therefore performed to confirm the
length independence of sequence specific SCODA.

According to the theory of thermally driven sequence
specific SCODA developed above, the final focus location
under bias should not depend on the length of the target
strands. Length dependence of the final focus location enters
into this expression through the length dependence of the
unimpeded mobility of the target ,. However, since both
W(T,) and a are proportional to p,, the length dependence
will cancel from this expression. The final focus location of
a target concentrated with thermally driven ssSCODA
should therefore not depend on the length of the target, even
if a bias is present.

There are two potential sources of length dependence in
the final focus location, not modeled above, which must also
be considered: electrophoretic SCODA in embodiments
where the temperature gradient is established by an electric
field, and force based dissociation of probe target duplexes.
DNA targets of sufficient length (200 nucleotides) have a
field dependent mobility in the polyacrylamide gels used for
sequence specific SCODA, and will therefore experience a
sequence independent focusing force when focusing fields
are applied to the gel. The total focusing force experienced
by a target molecule will therefore be the sum of the
contributions from electrophoretic SCODA and sequence
specific SCODA. Under electrophoretic SCODA, the focus-
ing velocity tends to increase for longer molecules'®, while
the DC velocity tends to decrease so that under bias the final
focus location depends on length. The second potential
source of length dependence in the final focus location is
force based dissociation. The theory of affinity SCODA
presented above assumed that probe-target dissociation was
driven exclusively by thermal excitations. However it is
possible to dissociate double stranded DNA with an applied
force. Specifically, an external electric field pulling on the
charged backbone of the target strand can be used to
dissociate the probe-target duplex. The applied electric field
will tend to reduce the free energy term AG in equation [22]
by an amount equal to the energy gained by the charged
molecule moving through the electric field*>. This force will
be proportional to the length of the target DNA as there will
be more charges present for the electric field to pull on for
longer target molecules, so for a given electric field strength
the rate of dissociation should increase with the length of the
target.

To measure whether or not these two effects contribute
significantly to the length dependence of the final focus
location, two different lengths of target DNA, each contain-
ing a sequence complementary to gel immobilized probes,
were focused under bias and the final focus location mea-
sured and compared. The target DNA was created by PCR
amplification of a region of pUC19 that contains a sequence
complementary to the probe sequence in Table 3. Two
reactions were performed with a common forward primer,
and reverse primers were chosen to generate a 250 bp
amplicon and a 1000 bp amplicon. The forward primers
were fluorescently labeled with 6-FAM and Cy5 for the 250
bp and 1000 bp fragments respectively. The targets were
injected into an affinity gel and focused to the centre before
applying a bias field. A bias field of 10 V/em was superim-
posed over 120 V/em focusing fields for 10 min at which
point the bias was increased to 20 V/cm for an additional 7
min. Images of the gel were taken every 20 sec, with a 1 sec
delay between the 6-FAM channel and the CyS5 channel. The
field rotation period was 5 sec. Images were post processed
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to determine the focus location of each fragment. FIGS. 15A
and 15B show the focus location versus time for the 250 bp
(green) and 1000 bp (red) fragments. FIG. 15B is an image
of final focus of the two fragments at the end of the
experiment.

There is a small difference in final location that can be
attributed to the fact that the two images were not taken at
the same phase in the SCODA cycle. This example shows
that the final focus position does not depend on length. Thus,
under these operating conditions electrophoretic SCODA
focusing is much weaker than affinity SCODA focusing, and
that affinity SCODA 1is driven largely by thermal dissocia-
tion rather than force-based dissociation. This result con-
firms that affinity SCODA is capable of distinguishing
nucleic acid targets by sequence alone without the need for
ensuring that all targets are of a similar length.

Example 4.2
Single Base Mismatch Rejection Ratio

To demonstrate the specificity of ssSCODA with respect
to rejection of sequences differing by a single base, different
ratios of synthetic 100 nt target DNA containing either a
perfect match (PM) or single base mismatch (sbMM) to a gel
bound probe, were injected into an affinity gel. SCODA
focusing in the presence of DC wash fields was performed
to remove the excess sbMM DNA. The PM target sequence
was labeled with 6-FAM and the sbMM with CyS5; after
washing the shMM target from the gel the amount of
fluorescence at the focus location was quantified for each
dye and compared to a calibration run. For the calibration
run, equimolar amounts of 6-FAM labeled PM and Cy5
labeled PM target DNA were focused to the centre of the gel
and the fluorescence signal at the focus location was quan-
tified on each channel. The ratio of the signal Cy5 channel
to the signal on the 6-FAM channel measured during this
calibration is therefore the signal ratio when the two dye
molecules are present in equimolar concentrations. By com-
paring the fluorescence ratios after washing excess shMM
from the gel to the calibration run it was possible to
determine the amount of shMM DNA rejected from the gel
by washing.

Samples containing target sequences shown in Table 3
were added to the sample chamber and an electric field of 50
V/em was applied across the sample chamber at 45° C. to
inject the sample into a gel containing 10 pM of immobilized
probe. Once the sample was injected into the gel, the liquid
in the sample chamber was replaced with clean buffer and
SCODA focusing was performed with a superimposed DC
wash field. A focusing field of 60 V/cm was combined with
a DC wash field of 7 V/em, the latter applied in the direction
opposite to the injection field. It was found that this direction
for the wash field led to complete rejection of the mis-
matched target DNA in the shortest amount of time. Table 6
below shows the amount of DNA injected into the gel for
each experiment.

TABLE 6

List of targets run for measuring the rejection ratio of affinity
SCODA with respect to single base differences.

Run Description: Cy5 Labeled Target 6-FAM Labeled Target

1:1 Calibration
100:1

10 fmol PM
1 pmol sbMM

10 fmol PM
10 fmol PM
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TABLE 6-continued

List of targets run for measuring the rejection ratio of affinity
SCODA with respect to single base differences.

Run Description: Cy5 Labeled Target 6-FAM Labeled Target

1,000:1 10 pmol sbMM 10 fimol PM
10,000:1 100 pmol sbMM 10 finol PM
100,000:1 1 nmol sbMM 10 fmol PM

After the mismatched target had been washed from the
gel, the focusing fields were turned off and the temperature
of the gel was reduced to 25° C. prior to taking an image of
the gel for quantification. It was important to ensure that all
images used for quantification were taken at the same
temperature, since Cy35 fluorescence is highly temperature
dependent, with the fluorescence decreasing at higher tem-
peratures. The ratio of fluorescence on the Cy5 and 6-FAM
channels were compared to the 1:1 calibration run to deter-
mine the rejection ratio for each run. FIGS. 16A and 16B
show the results of these experiments. Four different ratios
of sbMM:PM were injected into a gel and focused under bias
to remove excess sbMM. The PM DNA was tagged with
6-FAM and the sbMM DNA was tagged with Cy5. FIG. 16A
shows the fluorescence signal from the final focus spot after
excess sbMM DNA had been washed from the gel. The
fluorescence signals are normalized to the fluorescence
measured on an initial calibration run where a 1:1 ratio of
PM-FAM:PMCy5 DNA was injected and focused to the
centre of the gel. FIG. 16B shows the rejection ratios
calculated by dividing the initial ratio of sbMM:PM by the
final ratio after washing.

It was found that rejection ratios of about 10,000 fold are
achievable. However it should be noted that images taken
during focusing and wash at high sbMM:PM ratios suggest
that there were sbMM molecules with two distinct velocity
profiles. Most of the mismatch target washed cleanly off of
the gel while a small amount was captured at the focus.
These final focus spots visible on the Cy5 channel likely
consisted of Cy5 labeled targets that were incorrectly syn-
thesized with the single base substitution error that gave
them the PM sequence. The 10,000:1 rejection ratio mea-
sured here corresponds to estimates of oligonucleotide syn-
thesis error rates with respect to single base substitutions®!,
meaning that the mismatch molecule synthesized by IDT
likely contains approximately 1 part in 10,000 perfect match
molecules. This implies that the residual fluorescence
detected on the CyS channel, rather than being unresolved
mismatch may in fact be Cy5 labeled perfect match that has
been entiched from the mismatch sample. Consequently the
rejection ratio of ssSCODA may actually be higher than
10,000:1.

Example 4.3

Mutation Enrichment for Clinically Relevant
Mutation

The synthetic oligonucleotides used in the example above
were purposely designed to maximize the difference in
binding energy between the perfect match-probe duplex and
the mismatch-probe duplex. The ability of affinity SCODA
to enrich for biologically relevant sequences has also been
demonstrated. In this example, cDNA was isolated from cell
lines that contained either a wild type version of the EZH2
gene or a Y641N mutant, which has previously been shown
to be implicated in B-cell non-Hodgkin Lymphoma®. 460
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bp regions of the EZH2 ¢DNA that contained the mutation
site were PCR amplified using fluorescent primers in order
to generate fluorescently tagged target molecules that could
be visualized during concentration and washing. The differ-
ence in binding energy between the mutant-probe duplex
and the wild type-probe duplex at 60° C. was 2.6 kcal/mol
compared to 3.8 kcal/mol for the synthetic oligonucleotides
used in the previous examples. This corresponds to a melting
temperature difference of 5.2° C. for the mutant compared to
the wild type. Table 7 shows the free energy of hybridization
and melting temperature for the wild type and mutants to the
probe sequence.

TABLE 7

Binding energy and melting temperatures of EZH?2 targets
to the gel bound probe.

Target Binding Energy

Wild Type -161.9 + 04646T
Tm = 57.1° C.

Y641N Mutant -175.2 + 04966T
Tm = 62.3° C.

A 1:1 mixture of the two alleles were mixed together and
separated with affinity SCODA. 30 ng of each target ampli-
con was added to 300 pl of 0.01x sequence specific SCODA
running buffer. The target solution was immersed in a
boiling water bath for 5 min then placed in an ice bath for
5 min prior to loading onto the gel cassette in order to
denature the double stranded targets. The sample was
injected with an injection current of 4 mA for 7 min at 55°
C. Once injected, a focusing field of 150 V/em with a 10
V/em DC bias was applied at 55° C. for 20 min.

The result of this experiment is shown in FIGS. 17A, 17B
and 17C. The behavior of these sequences is qualitatively
similar to the higher T,, difference sequences shown in the
above examples. The wild type (mismatch) target is com-
pletely washed from the gel (images on the right hand side
of the figure) while the mutant (perfect match) is driven
towards the centre of the gel (images on the left hand side
of the figure). In this case the efficiency of focusing was
reduced as some of the target re-annealed forming double
stranded DNA that did not interact with the gel bound
probes.

The lower limit of detection with the optical system used
was around 10 ng of singly labeled 460 bp DNA.

Example 5.0
Methylation Enrichment

The ability of affinity SCODA based purification to selec-
tively enrich for molecules with similar binding energies
was demonstrated by enriching for methylated DNA in a
mixed population of methylated and unmethylated targets
with identical sequence.

Fluorescently tagged PM oligonucleotides having the
sequence set out in Table 3 (SEQ ID NO. 2) were synthe-
sized by IDT with a single methylated cytosine residue
within the capture probe region (residue 50 in the PM
sequence of Table 3). DC mobility measurements of both the
methylated and unmethylated PM strands were performed to
generate velocity versus temperature curves as described
above; this curve is shown in FIG. 18.

Fitting of these curves to equation [23] suggests that the
difference in binding energy is around 0.19 kcal/mol at 69°
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C., which is about a third of the thermal energy”™". The
curve further suggests that separation of the two targets will
be most effective at an operating temperature of around 69°
C., where the two fragments have the greatest difference in
mobility as shown in FIG. 19. In this example, the maximum
value of this difference is at 69.5° C., which is the tempera-
ture for maximum separation while performing SCODA
focusing under the application of a DC bias.

At 69° C. k, T=0.65 kcal/mol

This temperature is slightly higher than that used in the
above examples, and although it should result in better
discrimination, focus times are longer as the higher tem-
perature limits the maximum electric field strength one can
operate at without boiling the gel.

Initial focusing tests showed that it is possible to separate
the two targets by performing affinity SCODA focusing with
a superimposed DC bias. FIG. 20 shows the result of an
experiment where equimolar ratios of methylated and unm-
ethylated targets were injected into a gel, focused with a
period of 5 sec at a focusing field strength of 75 V/em and
a bias of 14 V/cm at 69° C. Methylated targets were labeled
with 6-FAM (green, spot on right) and unmethylated targets
were labeled with CyS (red, spot on left). The experiment
was repeated with the dyes switched, with identical results.

Achieving enrichment by completely washing the unm-
ethylated target from the gel proved to be difficult using the
same gel geometry for the above examples, as the gel buffer
interface was obscured by the buffer wells preventing the use
of visual feedback to control DC bias fields while attempting
to wash the unmethylated target from the gel. To overcome
this problem gels were cast in two steps: first a gel without
probe oligonucleotides was cast in one of the arms of the gel
and once the first gel had polymerized the remainder of the
gel area was filled with gel containing probe oligonucle-
otides. The gels were cast such that the interface between the
two was visible with the fluorescence imaging system. This
system allowed for real time adjustments in the bias voltage
so that the unmethylated target would enter the gel without
immobilized probes and be quickly washed from the gel,
while the methylated target could be retained in the focusing
gel. FIGS. 21A-21D show the result of this experiment.
FIGS. 21A and 21B show the results of an initial focus
before washing unmethylated target from the gel for 10 pmol
unmethylated DNA (FIG. 21A) and 0.1 pmol methylated
DNA (FIG. 21B). FIGS. 21C and 21D show the results of a
second focusing conducted after the unmethylated sequence
had been washed from the gel for unmethylated and meth-
vlated target, respectively. All images were taken with the
same gain and shutter settings.

In this experiment a 100 fold excess of unmethylated
target was injected into the gel, focused to the centre without
any wash fields applied. The targets were then focused with
a bias field to remove the unmethylated target, and finally
focused to the centre of the gel again for fluorescence
quantification. Fluorescence quantification of these images
indicates that the enrichment factor was 102 fold with losses
of the methylated target during washing of 20%. This
experiment was repeated with the dye molecules swapped
(methylated Cy5 and unmethylated 6-FAM) with similar
results.

Example 6.0
Multiplexed Affinity SCODA

Two different oligonucleotide probes described above,
one having affinity for EZH2 and one having affinity for
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pUC, were cast in a gel at a concentration of 10 pM each to
provide an affinity matrix containing two different immobi-
lized probes. A 100 nucleotide target sequence with affinity
for the EZH2 probe and a theoretical melting temperature of
62.3° C. was labeled with Cy5. A 100 nucleotide target
sequence with affinity for the pUC probe and a theoretical
melting temperature of 70.1° C. was labeled with FAM. The
theoretical difference in melting temperature between the
two target molecules is 7.8° C.

The target molecules were loaded on the affinity gel (FIG.
22A), and focusing was conducted with the temperature
beneath the gel boat maintained at 55° C. (FIGS. 22B,
focusing after two minutes, and 22C, after four minutes).
The EZH2 target focused under these conditions (four red
spots), while the pUC target focused only weakly under
these conditions (three diffuse green spots visible on the
gel). The central extraction well did not contain buffer
during the initial portions of this experiment, resulting in the
production of four focus spots, rather than a single central
focus spot. The temperature beneath the gel was then
increased to 62° C., a temperature increase of 7° C. (FIGS.
22D, focusing two minutes after temperature increase, and
22FE, after four minutes), resulting in the formation of four
clear focus spots for the pUC target. The EZH2 target
remained focused in four tight spots at this higher tempera-
ture.

The temperature beneath the gel was reduced to 55° C.
and buffer was added to the central extraction well. Appli-
cation of SCODA focusing fields at this temperature resulted
in the EZH2 target being selectively concentrated into the
central extraction well (diffuse red spot visible at the centre
of FIGS. 22F, 0.5 minutes, and 22G, 1 minute) while the
pUC target remained largely focused in four spots outside
the central extraction well. The temperature beneath the gel
was increased to 62° C., a temperature increase of 7° C.
Within two minutes, the pUC target had been focused into
the central extraction well (FIG. 22H, diffuse red and green
fluorescence visible at the centre of the gel).

A second experiment was conducted under similar con-
ditions as the first. After focusing the EZH2 target at 55° C.
and the pUC target at 62° C. as described above, a DC
washing bias was applied to the gel with the temperature
beneath the gel maintained at 55° C. Under these conditions,
the EZH2 target experienced a greater bias velocity than the
pUC target. The focus spot for the EZH?2 target shifted more
quickly after the application of the bias field (red spot
moving to the right of the gel in FIGS. 221, 6 minutes after
application of bias field, 22J, after 12 minutes, and 22K,
after 18 minutes). The focus spot for the EZH2 target was
also shifted a farther distance to the right within the gel. In
contrast, the focus spot for the pUC target shifted more
slowly (initial green focus spots still largely visible in FIG.
221 after 6 minutes, shifting to the right through FIG. 221, 12
minutes, and 22K, 18 minutes), and was not shifted as far to
the right as the focus spot for the EZH2 target by the
washing bias.

Affinity SCODA Yield vs Purity

Because affinity SCODA relies on repeated interactions
between target and probe to generate a non-dispersive veloc-
ity field for target molecules, while generating a dispersive
field for contaminants (so long as a washing bias is applied),
high specificity can be achieved without sacrificing yield. If
one assumes that the final focus spot is Gaussian, which is
justified by calculating the spot size for a radial velocity field
balanced against diffusion’?, then the spot will extend all the
way out to the edge of the gel. Here diffusion can drive
targets off the gel where there is no restoring focusing force
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and an applied DC bias will sweep targets away from the gel
where they will be lost. In this manner the losses for
ssSCODA can scale with the amount of time one applies a
wash field; however the images used to generate FIGS.
13A-13D indicate that in that example the focus spot has a
full width half maximum (FWHM) of 300 um and under bias
it sits at approximately 1.0 mm from the gel centre. If it is
assumed that there is 10 fmol of target in the focus spot, then
the concentration at the edge of the gel where a bias is
applied is 1e-352 M; there are essentially zero target mol-
ecules present at the edges of the gel where they can be lost
under DC bias. This implies that the rate at which losses
accumulate due to an applied bias (i.e. washing step) is
essentially zero. Although the desired target may be lost
from the system in other ways, for example by adsorbing to
the sample well prior to injection, running off the edge of the
gel during injection, re-annealing before or during focusing
(in the case of double stranded target molecules), or during
extraction, all of these losses are decoupled from the purity
of the purified target.

Aspects of the exemplary embodiments and examples
described above may be combined in various combinations
and subcombinations to yield further embodiments of the
invention. To the extent that aspects of the exemplary
embodiments and examples described above are not mutu-
ally exclusive, it is intended that all such combinations and
subcombinations are within the scope of the present inven-
tion. It will be apparent to those of skill in the art that
embodiments of the present invention include a number of
aspects. Accordingly, the scope of the claims should not be
limited by the preferred embodiments set forth in the
description and examples, but should be given the broadest
interpretation consistent with the description as a whole.
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SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 3
<210>
<211>
<212>
«213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 1

LENGTH: 18

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence

FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: Synthetic Construct

«<400> SEQUENCE: 1

actggecegte gttttact

<210>
<211>
<212>
«213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 2

LENGTH: 100

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence

FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: Synthetic Construct

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

cgattaagtt gagtaacgcc actattttca cagtcataac catgtaaaac gacggccagt

gaattagcga tgcatacctt gggatcctct agaatgtacc

<210>
«211>
<212>
<213>
«220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 3

LENGTH: 100

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence

FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: Synthetic Construct

<400> SEQUENCE: 3

cgattaagtt gagtaacgcc actattttca cagtcataac catgtaaaac tacggccagt

gaattagcga tgcatacctt gggatcctct agaatgtacc

18

60

100

60

100
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What is claimed is:

1. A method of separating differentially methylated
nucleic acid molecules, comprising;

providing first and second nucleic acid molecules, the first

and second nucleic acids molecules being at least 95%
identical in sequence but being differentially methyl-
ated,

contacting a matrix comprising an oligonucleotide probe

with the first and second nucleic acids, wherein the
difference between the binding energy of the first
nucleic acid molecule to the oligonucleotide probe and
the binding energy of the second nucleic acid molecule
to the oligonucleotide probe is less than about 4 kcal/
mol; and

applying a time-varying electric field to the matrix while

synchronously varying the mobility of the first and
second nucleic acids, thereby separating the first and
second nucleic acid molecules.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising collecting
the first nucleic acid molecule from the matrix.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising collecting
the second nucleic acid molecule from the matrix.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the time-varying
electric field varies the mobility of the first and second
nucleic acids.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the time-varying
electric field varies the mobility by causing Joule heating
within the matrix.

6. A method of separating differentially methylated
nucleic acid molecules, comprising:

providing first and second nucleic acid molecules, the first

and second nucleic acids molecules being at least 95%
identical in sequence but being differentially methyl-
ated,

contacting a matrix comprising an oligonucleotide probe

with the first and second nucleic acids, wherein the
difference between the melting temperature of the first
nucleic acid molecule complexed with the oligonucle-
otide probe and the melting temperature of the second
nucleic acid molecule complexed with the oligonucle-
otide probe is less than about 10° C.; and

applying a time-varying electric field to the matrix while

synchronously varying the mobility of the first and
second nucleic acids, thereby separating the first and
second nucleic acid molecules.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the difference in
temperatures is less than about 3° C.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
nucleic acid molecules are between 100 and 1000 nucleo-
tides in length.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
nucleic acid molecules are less than 100 nucleotides in
length.
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10. A method of separating differentially methylated
nucleic acid molecules, comprising:
providing first and second nucleic acid molecules, the first
nucleic acid molecule and the second nucleic acid
molecule are methylated at different nucleotides;

contacting a matrix comprising an oligonucleotide probe
with the first and second nucleic acids; and

applying a time-varying electric field to the matrix while

synchronously varying the mobility of the first and
second nucleic acids, thereby separating the first and
second nucleic acid molecules.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the oligonucleotide
probe is complimentary to at least a portion of the first and
second nucleic acid molecules.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the first nucleic acid
molecule originates from a fetus, the second nucleic acid
molecule originates from a mother of the fetus and both the
first and second nucleic acids are obtained from a blood
sample from the mother.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein both the first and the
second nucleic acids comprise a gene implicated in cancer.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising amplifying
or sequencing the first or the second nucleic acid.

15. A method of separating differentially methylated
nucleic acid molecules, comprising:

providing first and second nucleic acid molecules, the first

and second nucleic acids molecules being at least 95%
identical in sequence but being differentially methyl-
ated;

contacting a matrix comprising a plurality of different

oligonucleotide probes with the first and second nucleic
acids; and

applying a time-varying electric field to the matrix while

synchronously varying the mobility of the first and
second nucleic acids, thereby separating the first and
second nucleic acid molecules.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein a first portion of the
plurality of different oligonucleotide probes is complimen-
tary to the first nucleic acid molecule and a second portion
of the plurality of different oligonucleotide probes is
complementary to a third nucleic acid molecule, and
wherein the method additionally comprises separating the
third nucleic acid molecule from a fourth nucleic acid
molecule.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising separat-
ing the first nucleic acid molecule from the third nucleic acid
molecule.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
nucleic acids molecules are at least 98% identical in
sequence.
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