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METHOD FOR PREPARATION OF SINGLE
CHAIN ANTIBODIES

This application is a Divisional Application of U.S. Ser.
No. 10/273,762, filed Oct. 17, 2002, which claims priority of
U.S. Ser. No. 60/330,396, filed 17 Oct. 2001; Int’1 App’l No.
PCT/US01/32565, Filed 18 Oct. 2001; and U.S. Ser. No.
10/097,558, Filed 8 Mar. 2002, the content of which is incor-
porated by reference here into this application.

This application was supported in part by Department Of
Energy Grant No. DE-FG-02-93ER61658, National Institute
of Health Grant No. CA61017 and National Cancer Institute
Grant No. NCICA 89936. Accordingly, the United States
Government may have certain rights in this invention.

Throughout this invention, various references are referred
to. Disclosures of these publications in their entireties are
hereby incorporated by reference into this application to more
fully describe the state of the art to which this invention
pertains.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a method for preparation of single
chain antibodies, and is of particular applicability to prepa-
ration of single chain Fv antibody fragments (scFv) where the
antigen to which the antibody binds is difficult to purify.

ScFv are antibody constructs comprising the variable
regions of the heavy and light chains of an antibody as a single
chain Fv fragment. ScFv technology utilizes molecular biol-
ogy methods to reduce antibodies to the minimal-required-
unit of heavy and light chain variable regions tethered by a
peptide linker which can be designed with versatile side
chains for radioconjugation.

Procedures for making scFv are known in the art. These
procedures generally involve amplification of gene regions
encoding the variable regions of the antibodies, assembly of
an scFv genetic sequence and expression of the scFv genetic
sequence in host cells. The host cells are screened using a
target antigen to identify those cells which bind to the antigen,
ands thus which express a functional scFv of the desired
specificity. While this procedure works well in many cases, it
requires the isolation of the antigen for use as a screening tool.
In some cases, however, particularly in the case of membrane
bound receptor molecules, this isolation may be difficult, or
the conformation of the isolated antigen may be so different
that it fails to present the same epitopes for binding. In these
cases, the conventional techniques for development of an
scFv are either unworkable or very difficult.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention provides a method for identifying cells
expressing a target single chain antibody (scFv) directed
against a target antigen from a collection of cells that includes
cells that do not express the target scFv, comprising the step of
combining the collection of cells with an anti-idiotype
directed to an antibody specific for the target antigen and
detecting interaction, if any, of the anti-idiotype with the
cells, wherein the occurrence of an interaction identifies the
cell as one which expresses the target scFv.

This invention also provides a method for inducing prolif-
eration in a population of T cells comprising the steps of (a)
introducing to the T cells an expressable gene sequence
encoding a scFv coupled to a transmembrane and signaling
domain; and (b) exposing the T cells to which the chimeric
scFv has been introduced to an anti-idiotype directed to an
antibody specific for a target antigen to which the scFv is
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directed under conditions such that the anti-idiotype will bind
to scFv on the surface of cells expressing the chimeric scFv
thereby inducing proliferation of the T cells.

This invention further provides a method for treating can-
cer in a patient suffering from cancer expressing an antigenic
marker comprising the steps of removing lymphocytes from
the patient, introducing to the lymphocytes an expressable
gene sequence encoding a chimeric scFv coupled to a trans-
membrane and signaling domain; exposing the lymphocytes
to which the chimeric scFv has been introduced to an anti-
idiotype directed to an antibody specific for a target antigen to
which the scFv is directed under conditions such that the
anti-idiotype will bind to scFv on the surface of cells express-
ing the chimeric scFv and any necessary co stimulatory mol-
ecules to induce proliferation of the lymphocytes; and return-
ing the expanded population of lymphocytes to the patient.

In addition, this invention provides a method for treating
cancer in a patient suffering from cancer expressing an anti-
genic marker comprising the steps of introducing to human
cell lines an expressable gene sequence encoding a chimeric
scFv coupled to a transmembrane and signaling domain (in-
cluding zeta chain); exposing the lymphocytes to which the
chimeric scFv has been introduced to an anti-idiotype
directed to an antibody specific for a target antigen to which
the scFv is directed under conditions such that the anti-idio-
type will bind to scFv on the surface of cells expressing the
chimeric scFv and any necessary co stimulatory molecules to
immunoselect and stimulate clones with high density of scFv
expression and efficient tumor cytotoxicity to produce a gene-
modified cell line, and returning the expanded population of
gene-modified cell line to the patient.

This invention also provides a method for enhancing in
vivo survival and anti-tumor activity of infused lymphocytes
gene-modified with scFv-Chimeric immune receptors by
intravenous injection of anti-idiotype antibody. This inven-
tion further provides compositions containing scFv, scFv
fusion, cells identified, induced T cell population, alone or in
combination thereof.

Finally, this invention provides various uses of the above
methods and compositions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES
First Series of Experiments

FIG. 1. Inhibition of 8H9 by anti-idiotype 2E9 by FACS
analysis. 1A: Staining of LAN-1 neuroblastoma cells with 5
ug/ml of 8H9 (shaded peak) was not inhibited at low concen-
tration of 2E9 (2 ug/ml, black solid line), but almost com-
pletely at concentration of 10 ug/ml (dotted line) superimpos-
able with the negative antibody control (grey solid line). 1B:
Staining of LAN-1 neuroblastoma cells with 5 ug/ml of 3F8
(anti-GD2, shaded peak) was not inhibited by any concentra-
tions (2 ug/ml, black solid line, or 200 ug/ml, dotted line) of
2E9; negative antibody control thin solid line. 1C: Staining of
HTB-82 rhabdomyosarcoma cells with 5 ug/ml of 8H9 (grey
peak) was not inhibited at low concentration (2 ug/ml, grey
solid line), but completely at 10 ug/ml of 2E9 (black solid
line) superimposable with negative antibody control (black
peak).

FIG. 2. SDS-PAGE (lanes a and b) and Western blot (¢ and
d) of ch8H9. H=heavy chain of 8H9, L=light chain of 8H9,
arrow points to ch8H9, the fusion protein between 8H9 scFv
and the human 1-CH2-CH3 domain. With 2-mercaptothanol:
lanes a, b and c. Native gel: lane d. SDS-PAGE was stained
with Comassie Blue; western blot with 2E9 anti-idiotypic
antibody.
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FIG. 3. FACS analysis of ch8H9 and 8H9 staining of
HTB82 rhabdomyosarcoma and L AN-1 neuroblastoma cells.
Mean immunofluorescence increased with concentrations of
ch8H9 and 8HY, reaching a plateau around antibody concen-
tration of 3-5 ug/ml. Left Y-axis is mean fluorescence for
native 8H9, and the right Y-axis depicts mean fluorescence for
ch8H9. Stronger fluorescence for native 8H9 reflects a stron-
ger second antibody.

FIG. 4. ch8H9 in antibody-dependent cell-mediated cyto-
toxicity. ADCC was measured by >'Cr release as described in
Materials and Methods. Percent specific release is depicted as
mean+/-SEM. Target cell line was rhabdomyosarcoma HTB-
82. Control antibody was 3F8 which binds poorly to HTB-82.

FIG. 5. Immunoscintigraphy of human tumors using *°I-
labeled ch8H9. Mice xenografted with human LAN-1 neuro-
blastoma received retroorbital injections of 25 uCi of **°I-
labeled antibody. 24 h, 48 h and 7 days after injection, the
animals were anesthesized and imaged with a gamma camera.

FIG. 6. Blood clearance of '**I-labeled ch8H9 and '*°I-
native 8H9. Mice xenografted with human L AN-1 neuroblas-
toma received retroorbital injections of ' *I-labeled antibody.
Percent injected dose/gm of serial blood samples were plotted
over time.

Second Series of Experiments

FIG.7. Anti-idiotype affinity enrichment of producer lines.
Producer lines were stained with anti-idiotypic MoAb 2E9
before (shaded peak, 7A and 7B), and after first (dotted line
peak, 7A) and second (thick solid line, 7A) affinity purifica-
tion, and after first (dotted line, 7B) and second (solid line 7B)
subcloning, showing improved scFv expression. By FACS
the indicator line K562 showed improved scFv expression
after first (dotted line, 7C) and second (thick solid line, 7C)
affinity purification of the producer line, and subsequent first
(dotted line, 7C) and second (thick solid line, 7D) subcloning
of the producer line, when compared to unpurified producer
lines (shaded peaks, 7C and 7D), consistent with improve-
ment in gene transduction efficiency. The thin solid line
curves in each figure represents nonproducer line (7A and 7B)
or uninfected K562 (7C and 7D).

FIG. 8. In vitro expansion of 8h9-scfv-CD28-C gene-modi-
fied primary human lymphocytes depends on stimulation
with anti-idiotypic antibody. Clonal expansion was expressed
as fold expansion of initial viable lymphocyte number. 11-2
(100 u/ml [FIG. 84], 50 u/ml [FIG. 85] and 20 u/ml [FIG. 8¢])
was added after retroviral infection and was present through-
out the entire in vitro culture period, in the presence (solid
circles) or absence (open circles) of solid-phase anti-idiotypic
antibody. Viable cell count was performed using trypan blue
assay.

FIG. 9. In vitro expansion of 8H9-scFv-CD28-C gene-
modified primary human lymphocytes from 4 patients with
stage 4 neuroblastoma (FIG. 9A) and 4 samples from 2 nor-
mal volunteers (FIG. 9B). Clonal expansion was expressed as
fold expansion of initial viable lymphocyte number before in
vitro culture. IL-2 (100 U/ml) and anti-idiotype antibodies
were present as described in Materials and Methods. 8H9-
scFv-CD28-C gene-modified lymphocytes underwent con-
tinual clonal expansion (103 to 108), and survived 150-200
days in vitro, with a double time of ~5-10 days.

FIG. 10. Kinetics of clonal dominance by scFv+ cells and
its relationship to 8H9scFv gene copy number and 8H9scFv
transcript. Percent of lymphocytes positive for surface scFv
was monitored by flow cytometry using anti-idiotype anti-
body (FIG. 10A); it rapidly increased to near 100% by 3
weeks of culture. ScFv gene copy number (PCR, open circles,
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4
broken line, FIG. 10B) and scFv transcript (RT-PCR, solid
diamonds, solid line, FIG. 10B) also increased with time,
reaching their plateau by 10 weeks in culture.

FIG. 11. Cytotoxicity against tumor cell lines: 8H9-scFv-
CD28-C gene-modified lymphocytes (solid circles) from day
of culture were assayed by 51Cr release assay in the presence
or absence of MoAb 8H9 (50 ug/ml final concentration) as an
antigen blocking agent (open circles). Control lymphocytes
from the same donor but not gene-modified, were cultured
under the same conditions as the gene-modified cells, and
tested in cytotoxicity assays in the presence (open diamonds)
or absence (solid diamonds) of MoAb 8H9. 11A: NMB-7
neuroblastoma. 11B: LAN-1 neuroblastoma. 11C: HTB-82
rhabdomyosarcoma. 11D: Daudi lymphoma.

FIG. 12. Winn assay. Suppression of rhabdomyosarcoma
tumor growth in scid mice. Human rhabdomyosarcoma HTB-
82 was strongly reactive with 8H9, but not with 5F11 (anti-
GD2) antibodies. Experimental groups: HTB-82 was mixed
with 8H9-scfv-CD28-C gene-modified human lymphocytes
at 3 ratios: 1:0.5 (open circle, n=5), 1:1 (solid triangle, n=5),
1:10 (open square, n=10). Control groups: no T-cell (open
triangles, n=5), 5F11scfv-CD28-L modified lymphocytes at
1:0.5 ratio (solid circles, n=5). Tumor size was calculated as
product of two perpendicular diameters axb (mean+sem) and
plotted over time.

FIG. 13. Suppression of established rhabdomyosarcoma
tumor growth in SCID mice. Experimental group: 8H9-scFv-
CD28- gene-modified human lymphocytes+ip 2E9 [rat anti-
8H9 anti-idiotype MoAb] (solid circles). Control groups: no
cells (open triangles), 5F11scFv-CD28-C modified lympho-
cytes+1G8 [rat anti-5F11 anti-idiotype MoAb] (solid
squares), and 8H9-scFv-CD28C gene-modified human lym-
phocytes+ip A1G4 [irrelevant rat class-matched MoAb]
(open circles). Relative tumor size was calculated as % of
initial tumor size (AxB, mean+sem, n=9-10) and plotted over
time.

Third Series of the Experiments

FIG. 14. Transduction of HSV1-tk into primary human
T-cells HSV1-tk is a therapeutic gene, a marker gene, as well
as a suicide gene. In order to examine the migration of geneti-
cally altered antigen-specific t lymphocytes to tumors after
adoptive transfer in vivo, we exploited the capacity of trans-
duced T cells expressing HSV-TK to selectively phosphory-
late and trap in cells and incorporate into DNA radiolabeled
thymidine analog 2'-fluoro-2'deoxy-1-d-arabinofuransyl-5-
iodo-uracil.

FIG. 15. I1131-FIAU absorbed dose to lymphocyte cell
nuclei. Based on the forgoing dosimetry model and as pre-
sented graphically in this figure, the lymphocyte nucleus
absorbed dose was calculated as a function of activity con-
centration in the medium and the accumulation ratio. To study
the effect on T-cell function, [*3!I]-labeled FIAU was incu-
bated with HSV1-tk transduced T cells at 11 ci/ml at 37° C.
for 40 to 120 min in increasing activity concentrations of
[**'T]-FIAU from 1.1 to 56 pci/ml, washed and transferred to
fresh ([**'T]-FIAU-free) medium for 72 hr, and then used ina
3!CR-release immune cytotoxicity assay (low effector:target
cell ratio=5). There was no demonstrable diminution in
immune function up to an absorbed dose (at the reference
time of 60 hr) of 1,200 cGy. At greater doses (>1,900 cGy),
there was a dose-dependent decrease in immune function.

FIG. 16. Structure of DOTA-DPhe'-Tyr’-octreotide
(DOTATOC). Radioactive gallium labeled somatostatin ana-
logue DOTA-DPhe'-Tyr’-octreotide (DOTATOC) for
positron emission tomography imaging. Radionuclide
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labeled somatostatin analogues selectively target somatosta-
tin receptor (SSTR)-expressing tumors as a basis for diagno-
sis and treatment of these tumors. Recently, a DOTA-func-
tionalized somatostatin analogue, DOTATOC has been
developed. This compound has been shown to be superior to
the other somatostatin analogues as indicated by its uniquely
high tumor-to-nontumor tissue ratio. DOTATOC can be
labeled with a variety of radiometals including gallium radio-
isotopes. Gallium-66 is a positron emitting radionuclide (T,
2=9.5 hr; f*=56%) that can be produced in carrier free form
by a low-beam energy cyclotron.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a method for making a
single chain antibody (scFv) directed against a specific, but
not necessarily isolated antigen. The invention further pro-
vides a method for identifying cells expressing the target scFv
directed against the antigen, and a method for enriching cell
populations expressing the target scFv, and for promoting
proliferation and expansion of such populations. The inven-
tion makes use of an anti-idiotype antibody which is directed
to an antibody specific for the antigen. Cells expressing the
scFv are recognized by the anti-idiotype, thus allowing their
selection. Furthermore, where the scFV is a chimeric immune
receptor, which includes a signaling domain in addition to the
scFv, the anti-idiotype ligates to these receptors and stimu-
lates proliferation of scFV expressing T-cells.

The generic invention is illustrated with reference to a
specific antibody, designated 8H9, of which the antigen is
2p58. 8H9 is a murine IgG1 monoclonal antibody specific for
a novel antigen on the cell surface of a wide spectrum of
human solid tumors, but not on normal tissues. In accordance
with the invention, scFv directed against gp58 antibody was
prepared using an anti-idiotype directed against the anti-8H9
monoclonal antibody.

Ina first aspect, the present invention provides a method for
identifying cells expressing a target single chain antibody
(scFv) directed against a target antigen from a collection of
cells that includes cells that do not express the target scFv. In
a second aspect, the present invention provides a method for
making an scFv. In each of these aspects of the invention, an
anti-idiotype directed against an antibody that is itself
directed against the target antigen is utilized.

As used in the specification and claims of this application,
the term “directed against” refers to the binding specificity of
an antibody. An antibody which is directed against a particu-
lar antigen is one which was developed and/or selected by a
procedure which involves immunization of an animal with
the antigen and/or testing of the antibody for binding with the
antigen. The antibody may associate with one or a plurality of
epitopes of the target antigen, and may be polyclonal or
monoclonal. The term “directed against” does not exclude the
possibility of cross-reactivity with other antigens, although
antibodies with substantial specificity for the particular target
antigen are preferred.

Antibodies directed against the target antigen may be pre-
pared using conventional techniques, including techniques
which do not require isolation or specific knowledge of the
antigen. In general, an antigen or a sample for which an
antibody is to be developed is administered to an organism to
stimulate an immune response. For example, cancer tissue
samples against which it would be desirable to have an anti-
body can be administered to mice. Monoclonal antibodies can
be developed by fusion of splenic lymphocytes from such
immunized mice to myeloma cells to produce a hybridoma.
Selection of hybridoma’s producing monoclonal antibodies
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of the desired specificity is carried out in a routine manner by
testing for the ability to bind to the original target tissue.

Using this general technique, Applicants have isolated a
monoclonal antibody designated 8H9. As described in
Modak etal., Cancer Res. 61: 4048-4054 (2001), monoclonal
antibody 8H9 is a murine IgG1 hybridoma derived from the
fusion of mouse myeloma SP2/0 cells and splenic lympho-
cytes from BALE/c mice immunized with human neuroblas-
toma. By immunohistochemistry, 8H9 was highly reactive
with human brain tumors, childhood sarcomas, and neuro-
blastomas, and less so with adenocarcinomas. Among pri-
mary brain tumors, 15 of 17 glioblastomas, 3 of 4 mixed
gliomas, 4 of 11 oligodendrogliomas, 6 of 8 astrocytomas, 2
of 2 meningiomas, 3 of 3 schwannomas, 2 of 2 medulloblas-
tomas, 1 of 1 neurofibroma, 1 of 2 neuronoglial tumors, 2 of
3 ependymomas, and 1 of 1 pineoblastoma tested positive.
Among sarcomas, 21 of 21 Ewing’s/primitive neuroectoder-
mal tumor, 28 of 29 rhabdomyosarcomas, 28 of 29 osteosar-
comas, 35 of 37 desmoplastic small round cell tumors, 2 of 3
synovial sarcomas, 4 of 4 leiomyosarcomas, 1 of 1 malignant
fibrous histiocytoma, and 2 of 2 undifferentiated sarcomas
tested positive with 8H9. Eighty-seven of 90 neuroblastomas,
12 of 16 melanomas, 3 of 4 hepatoblastomas, 7 of 8 Wilms’
tumors, 3 of 3 rhabdoid tumors, and 12 of 27 adenocarcino-
mas also tested positive. In contrast, 8H9 was nonreactive
with normal human tissues including bone marrow, colon,
stomach, heart, lung, muscle, thyroid, testes, pancreas, and
human brain (frontal lobe, cerebellum, pons, and spinal cord).
Reactivity with normal cynomolgus monkey tissue was
restricted similarly. Indirect immunofluorescence localized
the antigen recognized by 8H9 to the cell membrane.

These characteristics of the antigen recognized by mAB
8H9 (“8H9-antigen”) made it a strong potential candidate as
a therapeutic target. 8H9 immunoprecipitated a Mr 58,000
band after N-glycanase treatment, most likely a protein with
a heterogeneous degree of glycosylation. However, the anti-
gen is proteinase sensitive and is not easily modulated off the
cell surface. Thus, preparation and isolation of an scFv which
could be used for targeting cells expressing the 8H9-antigen
required the development of a different approach.

In accordance with the method of the present invention, the
antibody directed against the target antigen is used to create
an anti-idiotype antibody. The anti-idiotype antibody can be
produced in any species, including human (preferably using
in vitro immunization), although mouse and rat will most
commonly be immunized because of the convenience of
working with such animals in the laboratory. The anti-idio-
type is preferably prepared as a monoclonal antibody to make
it easier to produce or purify. Once made, the anti-idiotype
can be used to screen scFv libraries from any species to
identify scFv antibodies directed against the target of the
original antibody used to create the anti-idiotype. Thus, as
illustrated in the examples below, a rat anti-mouse idiotype
was used to screen a human cDNA scFv library.

The procedures for creating scFv libraries are known in the
art. Generally, the procedures involve amplification of the
variable regions of nucleic acids encoding an antibody, com-
monly from a hybridoma producing an antibody of interest.
Generic primers associated with the constant regions of such
antibodies are available commercially. The amplified frag-
ments are then further amplified with primers selected to
introduce appropriate restriction sites for introduction of the
scFv into an expression vector, phage, or fusion protein. Cells
producing the scFv are screened and an scFv with the desired
selectivity is identified.

The scFv which is identified can be used in any of numer-
ous applications. For example, the scFv can be labeled, for
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example using a radiolabel, a colored or chromogenic label or
a fluorescent label, and used for diagnostic testing of tissue
samples to detect the presence of a tumor-associated target
antigen (such as the 8H9-antigen) or other diagnostic anti-
genic marker. Tissue samples are exposed to the labeled scFv
for a period of time to allow specific interaction if the target
antigen is present. The sample is washed to remove non-
specifically bound materials, and binding of the label to the
cells is indicative of the presence of the marker. A similar
approach may be used for histological mapping of the loca-
tion of antigenic markers in tissue sections and samples. The
scFv may also be used as one component in sandwich type
assays, such as ELISA, and may be used as affinity probes for
capture and purification of the target antigen.

The scFv may be used as a targeting moiety to direct
chemotherapy agents to specific cell types. The DNA encod-
ing the scFv may also be combined to produce a genetic
sequence encoding a fusion protein. Examples of types of
fusion proteins which may be created include scFv-cytokine
(Shu et al., Proc. Nat’l Acad. Sci. (USA) 90: 7995-7999
(1993), scFv-streptavidin (Kipriyanov et al., Human Anti-
body Hybridomas 6: 93-101 (1995); WO 97/34634), scFv-
enzyme (Michael et al., Immunotech. 2: 47-57 (1996)), scFv-
toxin (Wickstrand et al., Cancer Res. 55: 3140-48 (1995)),
bispecific scFv (diabodies) (Alt et al., FEBS Letters 454:
90-94 (1999)), bi-specific chelating scFv (De Nardo et al.,
Clin., Cancer Res. 5: 3213s5-3218s (1999)), scFv-Ig (Shu et
al., supra), tetravalent scFv (Alt et al., supra, Santos et al.,
Clin., Cancer Res. 5: 3118s-3123s (1999)), and scFv-retar-
geted T cells (Eshar et al., Proc. Nat'l Acad. Sci (USA) 90:
720-724 (1993)).

In one specific embodiment of the invention, the scFv is
coupled in a fusion protein to T-cell signaling and transmem-
brane domains. Expression of such fusion proteins in T cells
leads to presentation of the scFv on the surface of the T cell.
Proliferation and expansion of such T cells can be induced by
exposing the T cells to which the chimeric scFv has been
introduced to an anti-idiotype directed to an antibody specific
for a target antigen to which the scFv is directed under con-
ditions such that the anti-idiotype will bind to scFv on the
surface of cells expressing the chimeric scFv. Furthermore,
such T cells will be targeted in vivo to cells which express the
target antigen. Thus, the present invention also provides a
method for treating a disease condition characterized by the
presence of cells expressing a characteristic surface antigen,
comprising the steps of developing an scFv to the target
antigen and forming a genetic sequence encoding a fusion
protein of the scFv with T cell signaling and transmembrane
domains; recovering lymphocytic cells from the patient and
transforming the cells ex vivo so that they express the fusion
protein, stimulating proliferation and expansion of the cells
by exposing the cells ex vivo to an anti-idiotype, and returning
the cells to the patient.

This invention also provides compositions comprising the
scFv, scFv fusion, and cells expressing scFv, respectively.
This invention provides a pharmaceutical composition com-
prising scFv alone, scFv fusion alone, cells expressing scFv
alone, or any combination thereof. This invention further
provides a pharmaceutical composition comprising scFv
alone, scFv fusion alone, cells expressing scFv alone, or any
combination thereof and a pharmaceutically acceptable car-
rier. For the purposes of this invention, “pharmaceutically
acceptable carriers” means any of the standard pharmaceuti-
cal carriers. Examples of suitable carriers are well known in
the art and may include, but are not limited to, any of the
standard pharmaceutical carriers such as a phosphate buff-
ered saline solution and various wetting agents. Other carriers
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may include additives used in tablets, granules and capsules,
etc. Typically such carriers contain excipients such as starch,
milk, sugar, certain types of clay, gelatin, stearic acid or salts
thereof, magnesium or calcium stearate, talc, vegetable fats or
oils, gum, glycols or other known excipients. Such carriers
may also include flavor and color additives or other ingredi-
ents. Compositions comprising such carriers are formulated
by well-known conventional methods.

The invention will be better understood by reference to the
Experimental Details which follow, but those skilled in the art
will readily appreciate that the specific experiments detailed
are only illustrative, and are not meant to limit the invention as
described herein, which is defined by the claims which follow
thereafter.

From these and the foregoing description, it can be seen
that the invention provides:

A method for identifying cells expressing a target scFv
directed against a target antigen from a collection of cells that
includes cells that do not express the target scFv, comprising
the step of combining the collection of cells with an anti-
idiotype directed to an antibody specific for the target antigen
and detecting interaction, if any, of the anti-idiotype with the
cells, wherein the occurrence of an interaction identifies the
cell as one which expresses the target scFv. The cells identi-
fied by the above method. A composition comprising said
cells.

A method for making a scFv directed against an antigen,
wherein the selection of clones is made based upon interac-
tion of those clones with an appropriate anti-idiotype, and
heretofore inaccessible scFv so made.

The single chain antibody made by the above method and
a composition comprising said scFv.

A method for selecting cell lines that package and produce
high titers of retroviral particles that carry the scFv gene for
transfection into cells. The cells include but are not limited to
human lymphocytes.

The selected cell lines from the above method and compo-
sition comprising the same.

A method for inducing proliferation in a population of T
cells comprising the steps of (a) introducing to the T cells an
expressable gene sequence encoding a chimeric scFv coupled
to a transmembrane and signaling domain; and (b) exposing
the T cells to which the chimeric scFv has been introduced to
an anti-idiotype directed to an antibody specific for a target
antigen to which the scFv is directed under conditions such
that the anti-idiotype will bind to scFv on the surface of cells
expressing the chimeric scFv thereby inducing proliferation
of'the T cells.

The population of T cells induced by the above method and
composition comprising the same.

A method for tagging cells to facilitate sorting or enrich-
ment, comprising the steps of expressing a scFv in the cell and
capturing or tagging the cells using anti-idiotype.

A method for isolating an antigen comprising the steps of
preparing an antibody to the antigen, preparing an anti-idio-
type directed to the antibody, using the anti-idiotype to select
a scFv, targeting the antigen from a scFv library, and using the
selected scFv as an affinity probe to capture antigen, prefer-
ably with the scFv immobilized on a solid support.

The isolated antigen by the above method and a composi-
tion comprising the same.

A method for treating cancer in a patient suffering from
cancer expressing an antigenic marker comprising the steps
of removing lymphocytes from the patient, introducing to the
lymphocytes an expressable gene sequence encoding a chi-
meric scFv coupled to a transmembrane and signaling
domain; exposing the lymphocytes to which the chimeric
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scFv has been introduced to an anti-idiotype directed to an
antibody specific for a target antigen to which the scFv is
directed under conditions such that the anti-idiotype will bind
to scFv on the surface of cells expressing the chimeric scFv
and any necessary co stimulatory molecules to induce prolif-
eration of the lymphocytes; and returning the expanded popu-
lation of lymphocytes to the patient. The antigenic marker
includes but is not limited to gp58 and GD2.

A method for treating cancer in a patient suffering from
cancer expressing an antigenic marker comprising the steps
of introducing to human cell lines an expressable gene
sequence encoding a chimeric single chain antibody (scFv)
coupled to a transmembrane and signaling domain (including
zeta chain); exposing the lymphocytes to which the chimeric
scFv has been introduced to an anti-idiotype directed to an
antibody specific for a target antigen to which the scFv is
directed under conditions such that the anti-idiotype will bind
to scFv on the surface of cells expressing the chimeric scFv
and any necessary co stimulatory molecules to immunoselect
and stimulate clones with high density of scFv expression and
efficient tumor cytotoxicity to produce a gene-modified cell
line, and returning the expanded population of gene-modified
cell line to the patient. The antigenic marker includes but is
not limited to GD2 and gp58. The human cell line includes but
is not limited to NK92, natural killer, helper, and cytotoxic
cell line. The gene-modified cell line produced by the above
method. A composition comprising the gene-modified cell
line.

A method for enhancing in vivo survival and anti-tumor
activity of infused lymphocytes gene-modified with scFv-
Chimeric immune receptors by intravenous injection of anti-
idiotype antibody.

EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS
First Series of Experiments

Anti-Idiotypic Antibody as the Surrogate Antigen for Cloning
scFv and Its Fusion Proteins

ScFv is a versatile building block for novel targeting con-
structs. However, a reliable screening and binding assay is
often the limiting step for antigens that are difficult to clone or
purify. We demonstrate that anti-idiotypic antibodies can be
used as surrogate antigens for cloning scFv and their fusion
proteins. 8H9 is a murine IgGG1 monoclonal antibody specific
for a novel antigen expressed on the cell surface of a wide
spectrum of human solid tumors but not in normal tissues
(Cancer Res 61:4048, 2001) Rat anti-8H9-idiotypic hybrido-
mas (clones 2E9, 1E12 and 1F11) were produced by somatic
cell fusion between rat lymphocytes and mouse SP2/0
myeloma. In direct binding assays (ELISA) they were spe-
cific for the 8H9 idiotope. Using 2E9 as the surrogate antigen,
8H9-scFv was cloned from hybridoma cDNA by phage dis-
play. 8H9scFv was then fused to human-y1-CH2-CH3 cDNA
for transduction into CHO and NSO cells. High expressors of
mouse scFv-human Fc chimeric antibody were selected. The
secreted homodimer reacted specifically with antigen-posi-
tive tumor cells by ELISA and by flow cytometry, inhibitable
by the anti-idiotypic antibody. The reduced size resulted in a
shorter half-life in vivo, while achieving comparable tumor to
nontumor ratio as the native antibody 8H9. However, its in
vitro activity in antibody-dependent cell-mediated cytotoxic-
ity was modest.
Introduction

Single chain Fv (scFv) has greatly expanded the potential
and development of antibody-based targeted therapies.*®
Using phage display, scFv can now be cloned from cDNA
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libraries derived from rodents, immunized volunteers, or
patients.®~® The availability of hlg-transgenic and transchro-
mosomal mice will allow immunization schema or pathogens
not feasible or safe in humans.

Construction of the scFv is the critical first step in the
synthesis of various fusion proteins, including scFv-
cytokine,® scFv-streptavidin,*®’ scFv-enzyme,!") scFv-
toxins, " bispecific scFv (diabodies),"** bispecific chelating
scFv,®® scFv-1g,® tetravalent scFv®*'>) and scFv-retar-
geted T-cells. ScFv-Ig constructs mimic natural IgG mol-
ecules in their homodimerization through the Fc region, as
well as their ability to activate complement (CMC) and medi-
ate antibody dependent cell-mediated cytotoxicites (ADCC).

The construction of scFv requires a reliable antigen prepa-
ration both for panning phages and for binding assays. They
often become a rate-limiting step, 7 particularly for antigens
that are difficult to clone or purify. Cell-based phage
display,"® and enzyme linked immunosorbent assays
(ELISA) when optimized, have been successfully applied as
alternatives. Subtle differences in the panning step can deter-
mine the success or failure of phage display.*? For example,
a reduction in wash pH is needed for scFv directed at gan-
glioside GD2 in order to reduce nonspecific adherence of
phage particles."® Moreover, phage binding assay may
require membrane preparations to withstand the vigorous
washing procedure.

As antigen mimics of infectious agents and tumor antigens,
anti-idiotypic  antibodies have promising clinical
potentials.®*? They are convenient surrogates when the
target antigen is not readily available. The physico-chemical
behavior of immunoglobulins as antigens in panning and
binding assays is generally known and can be easily standard-
ized. Hombach et al successfully isolated scFv with specific-
ity for CD30 utilizing internal image anti-idiotypic antibod-
ies.®® We recently described a novel tumor antigen reactive
with a murine MoAb 8H9.?* Given its lability and glycosy-
lation, this antigen is difficult to purify. Here we describe the
use of an anti-idiotypic antibody as a surrogate antigen for
cloning a scFv derived from the 8H9 hybridoma cDNA
library, and for the selection of chimeric mouse scFv-human
Fc fusion constructs. This provides a proof of principle for
isolating antibodies of same specificity from a non-specific
phage display library.

Materials and Methods
Animals

BALE/c mice were purchased from Jackson Laboratories,
Bar Harbor, Me. Lou/CN rats were obtained from the
National Cancer Institute-Frederick Cancer Center (Be-
thesda, Md.) and maintained in ventilated cages. Experiments
were carried out under a protocol approved by the Institu-
tional Animal Care and Use Committee, and guidelines for
the proper and humane use of animals in research were fol-
lowed.

Cell Lines

Human neuroblastoma cell lines LAN-1 was provided by
Dr. Robert Seeger (Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, Los
Angeles, Calif.), and NMB7 by Dr. Shuen-Kuei Liao (Mc-
Master University, Ontario, Canada). Cell lines were cultured
in 10% defined calf serum (Hyclone, Logan, Utah) in RPMI
with 2 mM L-glutamine, 100 U/ml of penicillin (Sigma-
Aldrich, St. Louis, Mo.), 100 ug/ml of streptomycin (Sigma-
Aldrich), 5% CO, in a 37° C. humidified incubator. Normal
human mononuclear cells were prepared from heparinized
bone marrow samples by centrifugation across a Ficoll-Hy-
paque density separation gradient. Human AB serum
(Gemini Bioproducts, Woodland, Calif.) was used as the
source of human complement.
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Monoclonal Antibodies

Cells were cultured in RPMI 1640 with 10% newborn calf
serum (Hyclone, Logan, Utah) supplemented with 2 mM
glutamine, 100 U/ml of penicillin and 100 ug/ml of strepto-
mycin (Sigma-Aldrich). 3F8, an IgG3 MoAb raised in a
BALE/c mouse against human neuroblastoma, specifically
recognizes the ganglioside GD2. The BALE/c myeloma pro-
teins MOPC-104E, TEPC-183, MOPC-351, TEPC-15,
MOPC-21, UPC-10, MOPC-141, FLOPC-21, and Y5606
were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich. MoAb R24 (anti-GD3),
V1-R24, and K9 (anti-GD3) were gifts from Dr. A. Hough-
ton, OKB7 and M195 (anti-CD33) from Dr. D. Scheinberg,
and 10-11 (anti-GM2) from Dr. P. Livingston of Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York; and 528 (EGF-R)
from Dr. J. Mendelsohn of MD Anderson, Houston, Tex. 2E6
(rat anti-mouse IgG3) was obtained from hybridomas pur-
chased from American Type Culture Collection [ATCC]
(Rockville, Md.). NR-Co-04 was provided by Genetics Insti-
tute (Cambridge, Mass.). In our laboratory, SF9, 8H9, 3AS,
3E7,1D7,1A7 were produced against human neuroblastoma;
2C9, 2E10 and 3E6 against human breast carcinoma, and 4B6
against glioblastoma multiforme. They were all purified by
protein A or protein G (Pharmacia, Piscataway, N.J.) affinity
chromatography.

Anti-8H9 Anti-Idiotypic Antibodies

LOU/CN rats were immunized intraperitoneally (ip) with
8H9 (400 pg per rat) complexed with rabbit anti-rat serum (in
0.15 ml), and emulsified with an equal volume (0.15 ml) of
Complete Freund’s Adjuvant (CFA) (Gibco-BRL, Gaithers-
burg, Md.). The 8H9-rabbit-IgG complex was prepared by
mixing 2 ml (8 mg) of purified 8H9 with 4 ml of a high titer
rabbit anti-rat precipitating serum (Jackson Immunoresearch
Laboratories, West Grove, Pa.). After incubation at 4° C. for
3 hours, the precipitate was isolated by centrifugation at 2500
rpm for 10 minutes, and resuspended in PBS. Three months
after primary immunization, the rats were boosted ip with the
same antigen in CFA. One month later, a 400 pg boost of
8H9-rabbit-anti-mouse complex was injected intravenously.
Three days afterwards, the rat spleen was removed asepti-
cally, and purified lymphocytes were hybridized with SP2/0-
Agl4 (ATCC). Clones selection was based on specific bind-
ing to 8H9 and not to control antibody 5F9, a murine IgG1.
Repeated subcloning using limiting dilution was done. Iso-
types of the rat monoclonal antibodies were determined by
Monoclonal Typing Kit (Sigma-Aldrich). Rat anti-idiotypic
antibody clones (2E9, 1E12, 1F11) were chosen and pro-
duced by high density miniPERM bioreactor (Unisyn tech-
nologies, Hopkinton, Mass.), and purified by protein G affin-
ity chromatography (Hitrap G, Pharmacia). The IgG fraction
was eluted with pH 2.7 glycine-HCI buffer and neutralized
with 1 M Tris buffer pH 9. After dialysis in PBS at 4° C. for 18
hours, the purified antibody was filtered through a 0.2 um
millipore filter (Millipore, Bedford, Mass. ), and stored frozen
at =70° C. Purity was determined by SDS-PAGE electro-
phoresis using 7.5% acrylamide gel. 2E9 was chosen from
among the three anti-idiotypic antibodies because of its high
titer.

The “standard” ELISA to detect rat anti-idiotypic antibod-
ies (Ab2) was as follows: Purified 8H9, or irrelevant 1gG1
myeloma, were diluted to 5 ug/ml in PBS and 50 pl per well
was added to 96-well flat-bottomed polyvinylchloride (PVC)
microtiter plates and incubated for 1 hour at 37° C. Rows with
no antigen were used for background subtraction. Filler pro-
tein was 0.5% BSA in PBS and was added at 100 pl per well,
and incubated for 30 minutes at 4° C. After washing, 50 pl
duplicates of hybridoma supernatant was added to the anti-
gen-coated wells and incubated for 3 hours at 37° C. The
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plates were washed and a peroxidase-conjugated mouse anti-
rat IgG+IgM (Jackson Immunoresearch Laboratory) at 100 pl
per well was allowed to react for 1 hour at 4° C. The plate was
developed using the substrate o-phenylenediamine (Sigma-
Aldrich) (0.5 mg/ml) and hydrogen peroxide (0.03%) in 0.1
M citrate phosphate buffer at pH 5. After 30 minutes in the
dark, the reaction was quenched with 30 pl of 5 N sulfuric acid
and read using an ELISA plate reader.
Specificity by Direct Binding Assay

Fifty pl per well of purified mouse monoclonal antibodies
or myelomas were coated onto 96-well PVC microtiter plates
at Sug/ml for 60 minutes at 37° C., aspirated and then blocked
with 100 ul 0f 0.5% BSA filler protein per well. After washing
and air-drying, the wells were allowed to react with anti-
idiotypic antibodies. The rest of the procedure was identical
to that described in the “standard” assay.
Specificity by Inhibition Assay

To further examine the specificity of these anti-idiotypic
antibodies, inhibition of 8H9 immunofluorescent staining of
tumor cells by anti-idiotypic antibodies was tested. Purified
8H9 and anti-GD2 MoAb 3F8, (all 10 ug/ml in 0.5% BSA)
were preincubated with various concentrations of anti-idio-
typic antibodies for 30 minutes on ice before reacting with
10° cells of either GD2-positive/8H9 positive LAN-1 (neuro-
blastoma) or GD2-negative/8H9-positive HTB-82 (rhab-
domyosarcoma). The cells were then washed twice in PBS
with 0.1% sodium azide and reacted with FITC-conjugated
rat anti-mouse IgG (Biosource, Burlingame, Calif.) onice for
30 minutes in the dark. The cells were washed in PBS with
azide, fixed in 1% paraformaldehyde and analyzed by FAC-
Scan (Becton-Dickinson, Calif.). The mean fluorescence was
calculated and the inhibition curve computed.
Construction of scFv Gene

mRNA was isolated from 8H9 hybridoma cells using
Quick Prep Micro mRNA Purification kit (Pharmacia Bio-
tech). 5x10° hybridoma cells cultured in RPMI-1640 medium
supplemented 10% calf serum, L-glutamine (2 mmol/L),
penicillin (100 u/L) and streptomycin sulphate (100 ug/ml)
were pelleted by centrifugation at 800xg and washed once in
RNase-free phosphate buffered saline (pH 7.4). Cells were
lysed directly in the extraction buffer and Poly(A)-RNA was
purified by oligo (dT)-cellulose. The mRNA sample was pre-
cipitated from the elution buffer using 100 pg glycogen, 40 pl
of 2M potassium acetate solution and 1 ml of absolute ethanol
at =20° C. for 1 hour. The nucleic acid was recovered by
centrifugation at 10,000xg for 30 min. The sample was
evaporated until dry, and dissolved in 20 pul RNase-free water.

ScFv gene was constructed by recombinant phage display.
5 1l of mRNA was reverse-transcribed in a total volume of 11
wl reaction mixture and 1 pl dithiothreitol (DTT) solution for
1 hour at 37° C. For PCR amplification of immunoglobulin
variable regions, light chain primer mix and the heavy chain
primer sets (Pharmacia) were added, to generate suitable
quantities of the heavy (340 bp) and light (325 bp) chains.
Following an initial 10 min dwell at 95° C., 5 U AmpliTaq
Gold DNA polymerase (Applied Biosystems, Foster City,
Calif.) was added. The PCR cycles consisted of a 1 min
denaturation step at 94° C., a 2 min annealing step at 55° C.
and a 2 min extension step at 72° C. After 30 cycles of
amplification, PCR derived fragment was purified by the
glassmilk beads (Bio101, Vista, Calif.) and separated by 1.5%
agarose gel electrophoresis in TAE buffer, then visualized by
ethidium bromide staining. For the assembly and fill-in reac-
tion, both purified heavy chain and light chain fragments were
added to an appropriate PCR mixture containing a 15 amino
acid linker-primer for 8H9, dNTPs, PCR buffer and Ampli
Taq Gold DNA polymerase. PCR reactions were performed at
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94° C. for 1 min, followed by a4 min annealing reaction at 63°
C. The heavy and light chain DNA of 8H9 were joined by the
linker (GGGS); (Pharmacia) into scFv in a VH-VL orienta-
tion after 7 thermocycles. Using an assembled scFv DNA of
8H9 as template, a secondary PCR amplification (30 standard
PCR cycles) was carried out using primers containing either
Sfi T or Not I restriction sites. Thus, the Sfi I and Not I
restriction sites were introduced to the 5' end of heavy chain
and the 3' end of light chain, respectively. Amplified ScFv
DNAs were purified by glassmilk beads and digested with Sfi
T'and Not I restriction endonucleases. Digestion with Sfi [ was
carried out in NEBuffer (50 mM NaCl, 10 mM Tris-HCI, 10
mM MgCl,, 1 mM Dithiothreitol, pH 7.9) for 4 hours at 50°
C. Notl digestion was carried out in 100 mM NaCl for 4 hours
at 37° C. The purified ScFv of 8H9 was inserted into the
pHENT1 vector (kindly provided by Dr. G. Winter, Medical
Research Council Centre, Cambridge, UK) containing Sfi
I/Nco I and Not I restriction sites. Competent E. coli XL
1-Blue cells (Stratagene, La Jolla, Calif.) were transformed
with the pHEN1 phagemid. Helper phage M13 KO7 (Phar-
macia) was added to rescue the recombinant phagemid.

Enrichment of recombinant phagemid by panning 50 pl of
anti-8H9 idiotypic antibody 2E9 (50 ug/ml) in PBS was
coated on the 96-well PVC microtiter plates and incubated at
37°C. for 1 hour. 100 ul of the supernatant from phage library
was added to each well and incubated for 2 hours. The plate
was washed 10 times with PBS containing 0.05% BSA. Anti-
gen-positive recombinant phage captured by the anti-idiotype
MoAb 2E9 was eluted with 0.1M glycine-HCI (pH 2.2 con-
taining 0.1% BSA) and neutralized with 2M Tris solution.
This panning procedure was repeated three times. The
phagemid 8HpHMO9F7-1 was chosen for the rest of the
experiments.
ELISA

The selected phage was used to reinfect £. coli X1 1-Blue
cells. Colonies were grown in 2xYT medium containing
ampicillin (100 ug/ml) and 1% glucose at 30° C. until the
optical density of 0.5 unit at 600 nm was obtained. Expression
of scFv antibody was induced by changing to the medium
containing 100 uM IPTG (Sigma-Aldrich) and incubating at
30° C. overnight. The supernatant was separated by centrifu-
gation. After resuspending the pellet in PBS containing 1 mM
EDTA and incubating on ice for 10 min, the soluble antibody
in the periplasmic fraction was collected by centrifugation.
Both supernatant and periplasmic fractions were added to
plates coated with anti-idiotype 2E9. After a 2 hour incuba-
tion at 37° C., plates were washed and reacted with anti-
MycTag antibody (clone 9E10 from ATCC) for 1 hour at 37°
C., and subsequently with affinity purified goat anti-mouse
antibody (Jackson Immunoresearch) for 1 hour at 37° C. The
plates were developed with the substrate o-phenylenediamine
(Sigma-Aldrich) as previously described.
Construction of ScFv-Human-1-CH2-CH3 Mouse Human-
Chimeric Gene

A single gene encoding scFv8H9 was generated by PCR
method using phagemid 8HpHMOF7-1 as the template. Sec-
ondary PCR amplification (30 PCR cycles) was carried out to
insert the human IgG1 leader sequence at the 5' end of the
scFv8H9 DNA plus the restriction sites at the two opposite
ends, i.e. Hind III and Not I, at the 5' end of human IgG1
leader and at the 3' end of scFv8HY, respectively. Amplified
human IgG1 leader-scFv8H9 DNA was purified by glassmilk
beads and digested with Hind III and Not I restriction endo-
nucleases according to manufacturer’s instructions. The Hind
III-Not I fragment of human IgG1 leader-scFv8H9 ¢cDNA
was purified on agarose gel and ligated into pLNCS23 vector
carrying the human-y1-CH2-CH3 gene (kindly provided by
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Dr. 1. Schlom, National Cancer Institute, NIH, Bethesda,
Md.)®. Competent E. coli XL 1-Blue cells were transformed
with pLNCS23 containing the scFv phagemid. The scFv-
CH2-CH3 DNA was amplified with appropriate primers and
sequenced using the Automated Nucleotide Sequencing Sys-
tem Model 373 (Applied Biosystems). The sequences agreed
with the cDNA sequences of the light and heavy chains of
8H9 as well as the human-y1-CH2-CH3 (GenBank), includ-
ing the ASN 297 of the CH2 domain. In this construct,
Cys220 of the genetic hinge was replaced by a proline resi-
due, while Cys226 and Cys229 were retained in the func-
tional hinge®
Cell Culture and Transfection

CHO cell or NSO myelomas cells (Lonza Biologics PLC,
Bershire, UK) were cultured in RPMI 1640 (Gibco-BRL)
supplemented with glutamine, penicillin, streptomycin
(Sigma-Aldrich) and 10% fetal bovine serum (Gibco-BRL).
Using effectene transfection reagent (Qiagen, Valencia,
Calif.), recombinant cFv8H9-human-y1-CH2-CH3 was
introduced via the pLNCS23 into CHO cell or NSO myelo-
mas cells. Cells were fed every 3 days, and G418 (1 mg/ml;
Gibco-BRL) resistant clones were selected. After subcloning
by limiting dilution, chimeric antibodies were produced by
high density miniPERM bioreactor from Unisyn Technolo-
gies using 0.5% ULG-FBS in Hydridoma-SFM (Invitrogen
Corporation, Carlsbad, Calif.). The chimeric antibodies were
purified by protein G Pharmacia) affinity chromatography.
SDS-PAGE and Western Blot Analysis

The supernatant, the periplasmic extract and cell extract
from the positive clones were separated by reducing and
nonreducing SDS-PAGE. 10% SDS-polyacrylamide slab gel
and buffers were prepared according to Laemmli.®> Electro-
phoresis was performed at 100V for 45 min. After completion
of the run, western blot was carried out as described by
Towbin.®®The nitrocellulose membrane was blocked by 5%
nonfat milk in TBS solution for 1 hour and incubated with
anti-idiotype 2E9 antibody overnight at 4° C. After incubat-
ing with HRP-conjugated goat anti-rat Ig (Fisher Scientific
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.), the signal was detected by ECL system
(Amersham-Pharmacia Biotech).
Cytotoxicity Assay

Target NMB7 or HTB-82 tumor cells were labeled with
Na,*'CrO, (Amersham Pharmacia) at 100 uCi/10° cells at
37° C. for 1 hour. After the cells were washed, loosely bound
31Cr was leaked for 1 hour at 37° C. After further washing,
5000 target cells/well were admixed with lymphocytes to a
final volume of 200 pl/well. Antibody dependent cell-medi-
ated cytotoxicity (ADCC) was assayed in the presence of
increasing concentrations of chimeric antibody. In comple-
ment mediated cytotoxicity (CMC), human serum as source
of complement (at 1:40, 1:80, 1:160, 1:320, 1:640 dilution)
was used instead of lymphocytes. The plates were incubated
at 37° C. for 4 hours. Supernatant was harvested using har-
vesting frames (Skatron, Lier, Norway). The released *'Crin
the supernatant was counted in a universal gamma-counter
(Packard Bioscience, Meriden, Conn.). Percentage of specific
release was calculated using the formula 100%x(experimen-
tal cpm-background cpm)/(10% SDS releasable cpm-back-
ground cpm), where cpm were counts per minute of >'Cr
released. Total release was assessed by lysis with 10% SDS
(Sigma-Aldrich), and background release was measured in
the absence of cells. The background was usually <30% of
total for either NMB7 or HTB-82 cells. Antibody 3F8 was
used as the positive control.?”
Iodination

MoAb was reacted for 5 min with *°I (NEN Life Sciences,
Boston, Mass.) and chloramine T (1 mg/ml in 0.3M Phos-
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phate buffer, pH 7.2) at room temperature. The reaction was
terminated by adding sodium metabisulfite (1 mg/ml in 0.3M
Phosphate buffer, pH 7.2) for 2 min. Free iodine was removed
with A1GX8 resin (BioRad, Richmond, Calif.) saturated with
1% HSA (New York Blood Center Inc., New York, N.Y.) in
PBS, pH 7.4. Radioactive peak was collected and radioactiv-
ity (mCi/ml) was measured using a radioisotope calibrator
(Squibb, Princeton, N.J.). Iodine incorporation and specific
activities were calculated. Trichloroacetic acid (TCA) (Fisher
Scientific) precipitable activity was generally >90%.
In Vitro Immunoreactivity of Iodinated Antibody

Immunoreactivity of radioiodine labeled antibody was
assayed using purified anti-idiotype antibody 2E9 as the anti-
gen. Appropriate dilutions of '?°I labeled antibodies were
added to plates in duplicates, and then transferred to freshly
prepared antigen plates after 1 h and 4 h of binding at 4° C.,
respectively. The final binding step was allowed to proceed
overnight at 4° C. The total percent radioactivity bound was a
summation of 3 time points for each antibody dilution. For
native 8H9, maximum immunoreactivity averaged ~65%,
while 8H9 scFv-Fc (ch8H9) antibody was ~48%.
Animal Studies

Athymic nude mice (nu/nu) were purchased from NCI,
Frederick M D. They were xenografted subcutaneously with
LAN-1 neuroblastoma cell line (2x10° cells/mouse) sus-
pended in 100 pl of Matrigel (Beckton-Dickinson Bio-
Sciences, Bedford, Mass.) on the flank. After 3 weeks, mice
bearing tumors of 1-1.5 cm in longest dimension were
selected. Amimals were injected intravenously (retrorbital
plexus) with 20 uCi of I labeled antibody. They were
anesthesized with ketamine (Fort Dodge Animal Health, Fort
Dodge, Pa.) intraperitoneally and imaged at various time
intervals with a gamma camera (ADAC, Milpitas, Calif.)
equipped with grid collimators. Serial blood samples were
collected at Smin, 1, 2, 4, 8, 18, 24, 48, 72, 120 h from mice
injected with 10-11 uCi ***I labeled antibody. Groups of mice
were sacrificed at 24 h, 48 h, and 120 h and samples of blood
(cardiac sampling), heart, lung, liver, kidney, spleen, stom-
ach, adrenal, small bowel, large bowel, spine, femur, muscle,
skin, brain and tumor were weighed and radioactivity mea-
sured by a gamma counter. Results were expressed as percent
injected dose per gram. Animal experiments were carried out
under an TACUC approved protocol, and institutional guide-
lines for the proper and humane use of animals in research
were followed.
Results
Anti-8H9-Idiotypic Antibodies

Rat hybridomas specific for 8H9 and nonreactive with
control murine IgG1 were selected. After subcloning by lim-
iting dilution, rat antibodies were produced by bulk culture in
roller bottles and purified by protein G affinity column. By
ELISA, 2E9, 1E12, and 1F11, all of rat subclass 1gGG2a, were
specific for 8H9, while nonreactive with a large panel of
purified monoclonal antibodies (Table 1). In contrast, the
antibodies 3C2, 4C2 5C7, 7D6 and 8E12 from the same
fusions were not specific for 8H9. The rest of the experiments
in this study was carried out using antibody 2E9 because of its
high titer in vitro. 2E9 specifically inhibited the binding of
8H9 to LAN-1 neuroblastoma (FIG. 1A) and HTBS82 rhab-
domyosarcoma (FIG. 1B) while control rat IgG1 (A1G4) had
no effect (FIG. 1C).
Construction and Expression of 8H9 ScFv

After three rounds of panning of the recombinant
phagemid on the anti-idiotypic antibody 2E9, the eluted
phage was used to infect E. coli HB2151 cells and scFv
expression was induced by IPTG. ScFv from periplasmic
soluble protein fraction was tested for binding to 2E9 on
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ELISA. Three 8H9 scFv clones when compared with the
MoAb 8H9 showed similar titers. The clone SHpHMO9F7-1
was selected for subcloning. The DNA sequence of
8HpHMOIF7-1 agreed with those of the 8H9VH and 8HOVL.

The supernatant, periplasmic soluble and cells pellet
lysates of SHpHMOF7-1 were separated by nonreducing
SDS-PAGE, and analyzed by western blotting. A protein
band with molecular weight of 31 KD was found in the
supernatant, the periplasmic and cell pellet extracts using
anti-MycTag antibody which recognized the sequence
GAPVPDPLEPR (SEQ ID NO. 18). No such band was
detected in control cells or SHpHMOF7-1 cells without IPTG
treatment.

Construction of Chimeric Mouse scFv-Human Fc

Chimeric clones from CHO and NSO were screened by
ELISA binding on 2E9. Clone 105 from NSO and clone 1G1
from CHO were chosen for scale-up production. By SDS-
PAGE and by western blot analysis, a single chain of 54 kD
under reducing conditions, and a homodimer of 102 kD under
nonreducing conditions were found (FIG. 2). Antigen speci-
ficity was demonstrated by its binding to tumor cells. In FIG.
3, mean fluorescence plateaved around 3-5 ug/mL of both
ch8H9 and 8H9 for both HTB-rhabdomyosarcoma and
LAN-1 neuroblastoma cells, while negative (<10% mean
fluorescence) for the control cell line Daudi (data not shown).
Cell staining (5 ug/ml of ch8H9) was completely inhibited by
1 ug/ml of anti-idiotypic antibody 2E9 on FACS analysis
(data not shown). DNA sequencing confirmed the presence of
8H9scFv and the CH2-CH3 domain of human Feyl.

In Vitro and In Vivo Properties of ch8H9

The ch8H9 antibody mediated ADCC in the presence of
human lymphocytes with a 16% maximum cytotoxicity at
50:1 E:T ratio, significantly higher than the controls 3F8 or
8H9 (FIG. 4A). However, it was unable to mediate CMC in
the presence of human complement (data not shown). In
biodistribution studies, it localized well to HTB82 and
LAN-1 xenografts (FIG. 5). Blood clearance studies showed
that chimeric 8H9 (102 kD MW) had T-Y2 of 5.3 h, and T-%
of'43 h when compared to averages of 4.5 h and 71 h, respec-
tively, for native 8H9 (160 kD MW), a result of the smaller
molecular size of the construct (FIG. 6). Similarly, although
the percent injected dose per gram of the chimeric construct
(Table 2) was lower for all tissues (average of 44% at 48 h, and
75% at 120 h), the tumor-non tumor ratios (Table 3) were
similar to those of native 8H9 (98% at 48 h and 85% at 120 h).
Discussion

We demonstrated that by using rat anti-idiotypic antibody
as antigen surrogate, scFv and scFv-fusion proteins can be
conveniently produced. As proof of principle we utilized the
anti-idiotypic antibody to clone scFv from the murine hybri-
doma cDNA library. The anti-idiotypic antibody was then
used to select for scFv-Fc chimeric antibodies. Both the scFv
and scFv-Fc fusion protein derived by our method were spe-
cific for the natural antigen, comparable to the native antibody
8HO.

While scFv provides the building block for scFv-fusion
proteins, it is not the ideal targeting agent by itself. Being a
small protein, its clearance is rapid. Moreover, it is often
retained by the kidney, delivering undesirable side effects if
the scFv construct is cytotoxic. Since avidity is a key param-
eter in tumor targeting in vivo, its biggest limitation is its
uni-valency and often suboptimal affinity for the antigen. By
using VH-VL linkers of decreasing length, spontaneous
dimeric, trimeric and polymeric scFv have been produced.
However, these oligomers are not bonded by covalent link-
age, and may dissociate in vivo. An alternative approach is to
take advantage of the human Fc, which has the natural ability
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to homodimerize through disulfide-bonds, thereby allowing
the juxtaposition of two binding domains. Fc functions such
as CMC and ADCC could also be achieved.®-5-3D

Unlike standard 2-chain chimeric antibodies, only one
polypeptide is needed for the scFv-Fc chimeric; unbalanced
synthesis of heavy and light chains is not an issue. Larger
dimeric fragments are also likely to have increased serum-
half life compared to scFv and thus improved tumor
targeting.®*** Homodimerization of tumor cell-surface
antigens by soluble antibody may also trigger apoptosis of
tumor cells.®* No less important is the availability of vali-
dated purification techniques using protein A or protein G
through their binding to the Fc portion.®" Tetravalent scFv
(monospecific or bispecific) are natural extensions of the
diabody approach to scFv-Fc fusion strategy,**>'> where a
significant increase in avidity can be achieved. More recently,
scFv-streptavidin fusion protein has been produced for pre-
targeted lymphoma therapy. > Here scFv-streptavidin forms
natural tetramers, to which biotinyated ligands can bind with
high affinity.

Anti-idiotypic antibodies have greatly facilitated clone
selection in the construction of soluble scFv-fusion proteins
or cell bound surface scFv. We have successfully applied
similar technology to anti-GD2 monoclonal antibodies.*®
Being immunoglobulins, their structure, stability, biochem-
istry, are generally known. Unlike natural antigens where
each individual system has its unique and difficult to predict
properties. As surrogate antigens, anti-idiotypic antibodies

are ideal for standardization and quality control, especially 5,

for initial clinical investigations where the nature of the anti-
gen is not fully understood. Potential limitations exist for the
anti-idiotype approach. Only those anti-ids (Ab2) that recog-
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nize the antigen-binding site of the immunizing MoAb can
mimic the original antigen. A reliable test for Ab2 is its ability
to induce an antigen-specific immune response. Alterna-
tively, antigen specificity of the scFv selected by the anti-
idiotype must be validated by binding to cells or membrane
preparations.

Once validated, the anti-idiotype can be used as antigen
surrogate for cloning and assay of other scFv-fusion proteins.
Although our scFv-Fc fusion protein ch8H9 mediated
ADCC, it could not mediate CMC. This finding differs from
previous scEv-Fc fusion proteins. =% It is possible that the
affinity of the antibody 8H9 may be suboptimal to mediate
efficient ADCC/CMC; or that the p58 antigen and tumor lines
used may not be optimal targets for CMC. Alternatively, poor
in vitro Fc function may relate to the oligosaccharide struc-
tures in the Fc region.®” In normal IgG, these oligosaccha-
rides are generally of complex biantennary type, with low
levels of terminal sialic acid and bisecting N-acetylglu-
cosamine (GIcNAc), the latter being critical for ADCC.
ADCC function is often inefficient among chimeric antibod-
ies expressed in cell lines which lack the enzyme (1,4)-N-
acetylglucosaminyltransferase III (GnlII),®® that catalyzes
the formation of bissecting oligosaccharides. This enzyme
can be transfected into producer lines to increase the level of
bisecting GlcNAc and to increase the ADCC function of
secreted chimeric antibodies.®® It is also possible that the
absence of the CH1 domain in the Fc may modify the access-
ability of the ASN297 residue to glycosyltransferases in some
scEv-Fc constructs such as ours.®” On the other hand, an
scFv-Fc that lacks binding to Fc receptor may have less
nonspecific binding to white cells, thereby decreasing blood
pooling in targeted therapy. These findings may have impli-
cations in scFv-Fc strategies to improve effector functions.

TABLE 1

Anti-8H9-idiotypic antibodies: Specificity by ELISA

1E12 1F11  3C2 4C2 5C7 7D6 8E12 2E9
MoAb Class 2a 2a 2b n n 1 n 2a
MOPC-315 a - - +++ - - - — —
20.4 1 - - +++ +++ ++ +++ - -
2C9 1 - - +++ +++ +++ +4++ ++ -
2E10 1 - - +++ - - + - -
3E6 1 - - +++ +++ +++ +++ A -
3E7 1 - - +++ - - + - —
4B6 1 - - +++ +++ ++ +++ - -
SF9 1 - - +++ +++ +++ +++ + -
8H9 1 +++ ++ +++ +++ ++ +++ - ++
MOPC-21 1 - - +++ +++ +++ +++ - -
UJT13A 1 - - +++ ++ + - - -
3AS 2a - - +++ - - - - -
MOPC-1 2a - - +++ + - - — —
3F8 3 - - +++ - - - - —
FLOPC-21 3 - - +++ ++ - 4t - -
NRCO-04 3 - - +++ - - - — —
R24 3 - - +++ - - - - -
TIB114 3 - - +++ + - ++ - -
Y5606 3 - - 4+ - - - - -
3A7 m - - + - - - - —
3G6 n - - +++ - — - — _
S5F11 m - - + - - - - _
K9 n - - 4+ - - - - -
MOPC-104E m - - +++ - - - - _
Note:

OD<0.5=—0.5~1 =+, [~2 = ++, >2 = +++
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Percent Injected Dose per gram over time in hours

Percent injected dose/gm over time (h) mean +/— se

Chimeric Native
Organs 24 48 120 48 120
Skin 1.4 +/-0.2 0.2 +/-0.1 0.7 +/- 0.0 0.2 +/-0.0 1.8 +/-0.2
Heart 1.3 +/-0.2 0.2 +/-0.1 0.9 +/- 0.0 0.4+/-0.2 2.6 +/-0.2
Lung 29+/-04 04 +/-0.3 1.9 +/- 0.1 0.5+/-0.3 4.0+/-0.3
Liver 1.2 +/-0.1 0.1 +/-0.1 0.8 +/- 0.0 0.2+/-0.2 1.4 +/-0.2
Spleen 0.9 +/-0.2 0.2 +/- 0.0 0.5 +/- 0.1 0.2+/-0.2 1.4 +/-0.1
Kidney 1.5+/-0.1 0.1 +/-0.1 0.9 +/- 0.2 0.5+/-0.1 1.9+/-0.1
Adrenal 0.9 +/-0.1 0.1 +/-0.2 0.5 +/-0.2 0.5+/-0.5 1.8 +/- 0.0
Stomach 1.3+/-03 0.3 +/-0.1 0.6 +/- 0.1 0.3 +/-0.1 1.3+/-0.3
Samll 0.6 +/- 0.1 0.1 +/- 0.0 0.3 +/-0.1 0.2 +/- 0.0 0.7 +/- 0.1
intestine
Large 0.6 +/- 0.1 0.1 +/-0.0 0.3 +/-0.1 0.2+/-0.1 0.6 +/- 0.0
intestine
Bladder 1.2+/-0.1 0.1+/~-0.2 0.6 +/- 0.2 0.4+/-0.2 1.0 +/-0.2
Muscle 0.5 +/-0.1 0.1 +/~-0.0 0.3 +/-0.1 0.2+/-0.0 0.5+/-0.1
Femur 0.6 +/- 0.1 0.1 +/-0.0 03 +/-0.1 0.2+/-0.1 0.8 +/-0.0
Spine 0.6 +/- 0.1 0.1 +/~-0.0 0.4 4+/- 0.1 0.2+/-0.1 0.8 +/-0.1
Tumor 4.0 +/-0.3 0.3 +-05 3.6 +-04 2.1+4/-13 9.4 +/-0.5
Brain 0.2 +/-0.0 0.0 +/- 0.0 0.1 +/- 0.0 0.1 +/-0.0 0.2 +/-0.0
Blood 53+/-03 0.3+/-03 3.14/-02 1.2+/-0.7 83 +/-0.8
TABLE 3
Tumor to normal tissue over time in hours
Tumor to normal tissue ratio over time (h), mean +/— se
Chimeric Native
Organs 24 48 120 48 120
Skin 3.0+/-03 6.0+/-13 107+-17 52+4-07 7.2+4/-22
Heart 334+/-07 4.0+4/-07 5.6+/-04 3.6+/-03 7.7 4+/-2.9
Lung 1.6+-04 22+4/-05 45+-07 23+4/-03 5.0+/-1.7
Liver 35+4/-05 52+4/-13 8.7 +/-1.1 65+-04 0.14/-34
Spleen 5.1+/-1.0 81+/-1.6 128+/-34 67+-04 151+4/-57
Kidney 2.8+/-0.3 43 +/-1.1 5.9 +/- 1.6 5.1+4/-1.0 8.9 +/-1.1
Adrenal 4.8 4/-0.5 8.7 +/-2.3 10.0 +/- 3.2 58+/-13 11.6+/-1.6
Stomach 3.6 +/- 0.8 6.7+/-1.3 13.8+/-4.2 T5+/-1.7 145+4/-43
Samll intestine 6.6 +/-0.7 11.8+/-2.1 160+/-3.7 13.3+/-22 21.7+/-6.1
Large intestine 71+/-1.0 127+/-22 259+/-71 157+4/-34 28.5+/-8.9
Bladder 3.5+4/-03 143+4/-92 102+/-33 124+4/-55 123+/-53
Muscle 79 +/-0.7 13.6+/-24 21.3+4/-6.8 182+/-13 26.8+/-9.6
Femur 6.7+/-1.1 11.8+/-24 205+/-6.8 11.8+/-13 27.9+/-6.5
Spine 6.7 +/- 0.9 6.84+/-19 142+/-37 11.1+-1.1 19.6+/-6.2
Tumor 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0
Brain 22.74/-29 409+/-8.6 387+/-104 44.6+/-10.4 68.2+4/-35.2
Blood 0.8+/-0.1 1.2+/-0.2 1.8+4/-03 1.1+/-0.1 2.3 +4/-0.8
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Second Series of Experiments

Anti-Idiotypic Antibody Facilitates scFv Chimeric
Immune Receptor Gene Transduction and Clonal
Expansion of Human Lymphocytes for Tumor
Therapy

Experimental Details

Chimeric immune receptors (CIR) transduced into lym-
phocytes link target recognition by single chain antibody Fv
(scFv) to activation through CD28/TCRE signaling. As sur-
rogate antigens, anti-idiotypic antibodies may facilitate gene-
transduction and clonal expansion of human lymphocytes for
in vivo tumor therapy. The murine monoclonal antibody
(MoAb) 8H9 reacts with a novel antigen widely expressed on
solid tumors (Cancer Res 61:4048, 2001). A CIR consisting
ofhuman CD8-leader sequence, 8H9scFv, CD28 (transmem-
brane and cytoplasmic domains), and TCR-C chain was con-
structed, ligated into the pMSCVneo vector, and used to
transfect the packaging line GP+envAMI12 bearing an
amphotropic envelope. Rat anti-idiotypic MoAb 2E9 (IgG2a)
was used to clone retroviral producer line as well as to expand
gene-modified primary human lymphocytes. Sequential
enrichments using either affinity chromatography or cell sort-
ing using anti-idiotypic MoAb 2E9 significantly improved
the percentage of producer clones positive for surface 8H9-
scFv and the efficiency of their supernatant in transducing the
indicator cell line K562. By three weeks of in vitro culture,
>95% of transduced primary human lymphocytes were CIR-
positive. Upon periodic stimulation with 2E9, these lympho-
cytes underwent >10° fold expansion by 6 months in culture.
They mediated antigen-specific non-MHC restricted cytok-
ine release and tumor cytotoxicity. When admixed with tumor
cells or injected intravenously, they inhibited human
xenograft growth in SCID mice. Anti-idiotypic antibody may
provide a useful tool for optimizing gene transduction of CIR
fusion constructs into primary human lymphocytes and their
continual expansion in vitro.

Adoptive cell therapy using ex vivo expanded tumor-selec-
tive T-cells can effect dramatic remissions of virally induced
malignancies, a process critically dependent on clonal fre-
quency, where rapid exponential expansion of specific
cytolytic T-lymphocytes (CTL) is required. (Papadopoulos,
1994 #2140; Heslop, 1997 #4703) T-cells proliferate when
activated (e.g. anti-CD3). However, apoptosis occurs unless a
costimulatory signal (e.g. anti-CD28) is present. (Daniel,
1997 #4714) However, human tumor targets often lack
costimulatory molecules (e.g. CDS80), or overstimulate
inhibitory receptors (e.g. CTL4) such that the CD28 pathway
is derailed. In addition, many tumors downregulate major
histocompatibility complex (MHC) molecules to escape
engagement by the T-cell receptor (TCR). Through genetic
engineering, chimeric immune receptors (CIR) linking
tumor-selective scFv to T-cell signal transduction molecules
(e.g. TCR-E chain and CD28) will activate lymphocytes fol-
lowing tumor recognition, triggering the production of cytok-
ines and tumor lysis. (Eshhar, 1993 #6028; Stancovski, 1993
#2392; Moritz, 1994 #3399; Wels, 1995 #2452; Hwu, 1993
#2394; Eshhar, 2001 #5665; Rossig, 2001 #6088; Ma, 2002
#6437) T-cell can also be genetically engineered to secrete
cytotoxic cytokines, (Rosenberg, 1995 #2372) toxins, (Yang,
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1997 #3395) or to metabolize prodrugs. (Culver, 1992 #3478;
Wei, 1994 #3466) However, significant technologic gaps
remain: (1) Gene transduction into primary human lympho-
cytes is inefficient, (2) Antigen specific T-cells cannot be
easily enriched and expanded, (3) Optimal T-cell activation
may require multiple signals, and (4) Demonstration of anti-
tumor effect of these human T-cells in established tumor
models has been difficult and so far unsuccessful in patients.
(Ma, 2002 #6437) Furthermore, although CIR redirected
T-cells can recycle their lytic activity, (Weijtens, 1996 #3396)
a costimulatory signal, either through CD28 or 4-1BB
engagement, may help reduce activation-induced apoptotic
death. (Maus, 2002 #6438) CIR with multidomains was
recently described, where the intracellular domain of CD28
was ligated to the 5' end of TCR-C chain and introduced into
Jurkat cells, with the expected “two signals” when scFv was
triggered by tumor cells. (Finney, 1998 #4574) IL-2 produc-
tion was 20 times more than CIR with C-chain only. Primary
mouse CD8+ T lymphocytes expressing the scFv-CD28-C
receptor secreted Tcl cytokines, induced T-cell proliferation,
and inhibited established tumor growth and metastasis in
vivo, a process shown to be critically dependent on IFN-y
secretion. (Haynes, 2002 #6477) CD28-mediated cytokine
secretion through CIR activation was recently demonstrated
in primary human T-cells. (Krause, 1998 #3956; Maher, 2002
#6433)

To monitor scFv gene expression, anti-linker antibody may
be usetul. However, its efficiency depends on the accessibility
of the scFv-linker portion. Although purified antigens can
also be used to monitor scFv expression, certain classes (com-
plex carbohydrates or unstable antigens) can be difficult to
prepare and their chemistry highly variable. Without a stan-
dardized reagent for affinity purification or enrichment of
virus producer cells, as well as monitoring and sorting of
transduced lymphocytes, CIR technology remains inefficient.
A dicistronic construct consisting of scFv-CD28-y and green
fluorescent protein (GFP) exploited the latter was to monitor
gene transduction and to enrich producer lines. (Eshhar, 2001
#5665) Although GFP can validate the gene transfer process,
its added immunogenicity and its safety in clinical applica-
tions remain uncertain.

Anti-idiotypic antibodies are frequently used as antigen-
mimics for infectious diseases and cancer. Thanavala, 1986
#3290; Wagner, 1997 #6019) Internal image rat anti-idiotypic
antibodies can be conveniently produced against mouse
MoAb. Since large scale production of clinical grade MoAb is
now routine, anti-idiotypic antibodies may be ideal surro-
gates especially if the antigen is not readily available. In
addition, the biochemistry of immunoglobulins in positive
selection (panning, affinity chromatography, sorting) and
binding assays is well-known and is easy to standardize.
Single chain antibody fragments with specificity for cell sur-
face antigens were successfully isolated by phage display
utilizing internal image anti-idiotypic antibodies. (Hombach,
1998 #6363) We recently described a novel tumor antigen
reactive with a murine MoAb 8H9. (Modak, 2001 #3872) The
antigen was difficult to purify given its lability and glycosy-
lation. Here we demonstrate that an anti-idiotypic MoAb
against 8H9 can be used as a surrogate antigen for cloning
CIR into primary human lymphocytes, i.e. a CIR of 8H9scFv,
human CD28 and human TCR-C chain. While previous stud-
ies showed that anti-idiotypic antibody can enhance cytotox-
icity of scFv-yR-gene modified murine cytotoxic T-cell line,
(Reinhold, 1999 #4340) we now show that anti-idiotypic
MoADb, besides allowing rapid affinity enrichment of pro-
ducer cell line and monitoring of surface scFv expression,
induces clonal expansion of CIR-modified primary human
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lymphocytes. Highly cytotoxic lymphocytes can be propa-
gated in vitro undergoing 10° fold expansion over a period of
6 months.
Materials and Methods

Materials Cells were cultured in RPMI 1640 with 10%
newborn calf serum Hyclone, Logan, Utah) supplemented
with 2 mM glutamine, 100 U/ml of penicillin and 100 ug/ml
of streptomycin. 8H9 murine IgG1l monoclonal antibody
directed at gp58 on human solid tumors has been previously
described. (Modak, 2001 #3872) Anti-idiotypic antibodies
were produced from LOU/CN rats. (Cheung, 1993 #1499)
Clones (2E9, 1E12, 1F11) were selected based on selective
binding to 8H9 antibody and not to other myelomas. After
repeated subcloning, 2E9 (rat Ig(G2a) was chosen for its high
in vitro antibody production using high density miniPERM
bioreactor (Unisyn technologies, Hopkinton, Mass.), and
purified by protein G affinity chromatography (Hitrap G,
Amersham-Pharmacia, Piscataway, N.J.). The IgG fraction
was eluted with pH 2.7 glycine-HCI buffer and neutralized
with 1 M Tris buffer pH 9. After dialysis in PBS at 4° C. for 18
hours, the purified antibody was filtered through a 0.2 um
Millipore filter (Millipore Inc. Bedford Mass.), and stored
frozen at —70° C. Purity was determined by SDS-PAGE elec-
trophoresis using 7.5% acrylamide gel. ELISA was used to
detect rat anti-idiotypic antibodies (Ab2) as previously
described. (Cheung, 1993 #1499) Rat IgG1 anti-5F11 anti-
idiotypic MoAb 1G8 was similarly produced.

Construction of ScFv Gene scFv was constructed from
8H9 hybridoma cDNA by recombinant phage display (Am-
ersham-Pharmacia). Amplified ScFv DNA, purified by
glassmilk beads, restriction digested (Sfi I and Not I), and
inserted into the pHEN1 vector (kindly provided by Dr. G.
Winter, Medical Research Council Centre, Carmbridge, UK).
Competent E. Coli XL-1 Blue cells (Stratagene, La Jolla,
Calif.) were transformed with the pHEN1 phagemid. Follow-
ing rescue with the helper phage M13 KO7 (Pharmacia),
recombinant phagemids were enriched by panning. 50 ul of
anti-8H9 idiotypic antibody 2E9 (50 ug/ml) in PBS were
coated on the 96-well polyvinyl microtiter plates and incu-
bated at 37° C. for 1 hour. 100 ul of the supernatant from
phage library were added to each well and incubated for 2
hours. The plate was washed 10 times with PBS containing
0.05% BSA. Antigen-positive recombinant phage captured
by anti-idiotypic MoAb 2E9 was eluted with 0.1M HCI (pH
2.2 with solid glycine and 0.1% BSA) and neutralized with
2M Tris solution. This panning procedure was repeated three
times. The phagemid SHpHMO9F7-1 was chosen for the rest of
the experiments. The appropriate size scFv (31 kD) was dem-
onstrated in the supernatant, periplasmic and cell extracts by
nonreducing SDS-PAGE and western blotting. (Towbin,
1979 #6020) using anti-Myc Tag antibody (clone 9E10 from
ATCC, Rockville, Bethesda, Md.).

ELISA The selected phage was used to reinfect E. coli
XL-1 Blue cells. Colonies were grown in 2xYT medium
containing ampicillin (100 ug/ml) and 1% glucose at 30° C.
until the optical density at 600 nm of 0.5 was obtained, and
expression of scFv antibody was induced with 100 uM IPTG
(Sigma-Aldrich) at 30° C. overnight. Both supernatant and
periplasmic fractions were assayed for scFv on anti-idiotype
2E9 coated plates. After incubating 2 hours at 37° C., plates
were washed and reacted with anti-MycTag antibody for 1
hourat37° C. After washing, affinity purified goat anti-mouse
antibody (Jackson Immunoresearch, West Grove, Pa.) was
allowed to react for 1 hour at 37° C. and the plates were
developed with the substrate o-phenylenediamine (Sigma-
Aldrich).
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Construction of sc8H9-hCD28,,-hCD28,,,-h TCRT-pM-
SCVneo Using the assembled gene sequences, secondary
PCR amplifications using synthetic oligodeoxynucleotide
primers (see below) were performed. Briefly, a 541 reaction
mixture containing 200 pM of each deoxynucleotide triphos-
phate, 0.2 uM of each primer, 2 units of AmpliTag Gold DNA
polymerase (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, Calif.), and 50
ng of template DNA was subjected to a 10 min denaturation
and activation step at 95° C., followed by 30 cycles of dena-
turation (1 min at 95° C.), annealing (2 min at 55° C.), and
extension (2 min at 72° C.). This was followed by a final
extension for 8 min at 72° C. Each of the amplified products
was purified with Geneclean Kit (Bio 101, Vista, Calif.).
Synthetic Oligodeoxynucleotide Primers for DNA Amplifi-
cation

(1) hCD8a leader-scFv-CD28:

(SEQ ID NO.
Sense Primer (Hpa I-Human CD8a Leader)
5'-TTA TTA CGA GTT/AAC ATG GCC TTA CCA GTG ACC-

3

(SEQ ID NO.

Antisense Primer (Xho I-Human CD28)
5'-CTT GGT C/TCGAG TGT CAG GAG CGA TAG GCT GC-
3
(2) 8H9sCFv:

(SEQ ID NO.
Sense Primer (Cla I-8H9 heavy chain)
5'-TTA TTA CGA AT/CGAT T GCC CAG GTC AAA CTG-
3

(SEQ ID NO.
Antisense Primer (Not I- 8H9 light chain)
5'-CTT GGT G/CGGCCGC CTG TTT CAG CTC CAG-3'
(3) BFllscFv:
(SEQ ID NO.
Sense Primer (Cla I-5F11 heavy chain)
5!'-TTA TTA CGA AT/CGAT TCA GCA GTC AGG ACC-3!

(SEQ ID NO.

Antisense Primer (Not I-5F11 light chain)
5'-CTT GGT G/CG GCC GC CCG TTT TAT TTC CAA CTG-
3
(4) hTCR-T chain:

(SEQ ID NO.
Sense primer (Bst U I- CD28 end-Xho I-hTCRE
[cytoplasmic domain])
5'- CG/C GAC TTA GCA GCC TAT CGC TCC TGy CAC/TCG

AGa AGA GTG AAG TTC-3'

Antisense Primer (BglII-hTCR z)
(SEQ ID NO. 8

5'-CTT GGT A/GA TCT TCA GCG AGG GGG CAG GGC-3'

Templates for DNA Amplification and Construction The
single gene encoding hCD8a-leader-sc3G6-CD28 was previ-
ously described. (Krause, 1998 #3956) Its cDNA was gener-
ated by PCR using the Hpa I, Xho I fragment of hCD8a-
leader-scFv-CD28 ¢DNA, and ligated into pMSCVneo
vector (Clontech, Palo Alto, Calif.). ScFv-8H9 was amplified
from the SHpHMO9F7-1 phagemid, and the excised 8H9 scFv
gene swapped into the hCD8a-leader-scFv3G6-CD28 cas-
sette of pMSCVneo using the Cla I-Not I restriction enzymes.
Human TCR-C chain was amplified from the plasmid
pcDNA3.1/VIABLZH (kindly provided by Dr. Ira Bergman,
University of Pittsburgh, Pa.), and ligated downstream of
CD28 gene, using Xho I and Bgl I restriction sites. Using the
method supplied by manufacturer (Stratagene), competent E.
Coli XL-1 Blue cells were transformed with the vector
pMSCVneo containing the insert. All gene constructs were
checked by DNA sequencing.
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Cell Culture and Transfection The amphotropic packaging
cell line GP+envAM12 (Genetix Pharmaceuticals, Cam-
bridge, Mass.) and all retroviral producer lines were main-
tained in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (Gibco-BRL,
Gaithersburg, Md.) supplemented with glutamine, penicillin,
streptomycin (Gibco-BRL), and 10% fetal bovine serum
(Gibco-BRL). Using Effectene Reagent (Qiagen, Valencia,
Calif.), vector DNA was transfected into GP+envAMI12
packaging cells and selected with G418 (400 ug/ml; Gibco-
BRL).

Enrichment and Cloning of Packing Lines by Affinity Col-
umn The retroviral producer lines were affinity enriched
using MACS goat anti-rat IgG MicroBeads on the Mini-
MACS system (Miltenyi, Auburn, Calif.). In brief, the trans-
duced packing lines were reacted with 2E9 (10 ug per 10°
packing cells) on ice for 30 minutes, washed, applied to the
anti-rat column, and eluted according to manufacturer’s pro-
tocol. Cloning was done by limiting dilution. scFv expression
on producer clones were monitored by flow cytometry (FAC-
SCalibur, Becton Dickinson Immunocytometry Systems, San
Jose, Calif.) using anti-idiotypic antibodies 2E9 or 1E12.
Virus-containing supernatant was used to infect K562 cells,
and gene transduction was measured by scFv surface expres-
sion.

Enrichment and Cloning of Packing Lines by FACS sorting
Cell sorting was carried out using a Cytomation MoFlo digital
cell sorter (Cytomation Inc., Fort Collins, Colo.), selecting
for the brightest (0.1%) 2E9-reactive cells, and seeded into
96-well plates at 10 cells per well.

Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cells (PBMC) Peripheral
blood from normal volunteers and patients were obtained
aseptically with informed consent according to the guidelines
of the Institutional Review Board of Memorial Sloan-Ketter-
ing Cancer Center. PBMC were isolated by centrifugation on
Ficoll (density, 1.077 g/ml) for 30 min at 25° C. and washed
twice with PBS. PBMC (10°/ml) were cultured in RPMI 1640
supplemented with 10% human AB serum (Gemini Bio-
Products, Woodland, Calif.), 50 uM 2-mercaptoethanol, 2 uM
L-glutamine, and 1% penicillin-streptomycin (Gibco-BRL),
and activated with solid phase anti-CD3 (1 pg/ml; clone
OKT3; PharMingen, San Diego, Calif.) and anti-CD28 (1
ug/ml; clone CD28.2; PharMingen) MoAbs for 3 days at 37°
C. before retroviral transfection. (Koehne, 2000 #5893)

Retroviral Transduction Protocol PBMC or K562 were
suspended at 1-5x10° cells/ml of freshly harvested superna-
tant from retroviral producer cells, containing 8-10 ug/ml
hexadimethrine bromide (polybrene, Sigma-Aldrich), centri-
fuged at 1000xg at room temperature for 60 minutes, before
culturing in 12-well tissue plates overnight. The viral super-
natant was then aspirated and fresh IMDM (Gibco-BRL)
medium containing 100 U/ml of IL2 and changed approxi-
mately every 5 days to maintain a cell count between 1-2x10°
cells/ml. (Koehne, 2000 #5893) Transfected cells were cul-
tured in wells coated with anti-idiotypic antibody 2E9, for 2
consecutive days each from weeks 3 to 7, and then transferred
to plates freshly coated with 2E9 at every 3 weeks intervals.

Real-Time Quantitative PCR Real-time quantitative PCR
for scFv gene copy number and RT-PCR for mRNA were
performed on cryopreserved lymphocyte samples using ABI
Prism 7700 Sequence Detection System (Applied Biosys-
tems, Foster City, Calif.) as previously described. (Mora,
2001 #6436; Cheung, 2001 #5733) (-actin was the endog-
enous control for DNA, whereas glyceraldehyde-3-phos-
phate dehydrogenase (GAPDH) for mRNA. Primers and
probe for scFv were designed using the Applications-based
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primer design software Primer Express (Applied Biosystems,
ABI). The primers and probes for 3-actin and GAPDH were
from ABIL

8HO9sCFv

sense primer: (SEQ ID NO. 9)
5'- CAAATATGCTTCCCAATCCATCT-3'

antisense primer: (SEQ ID NO. 10)
5'- ACTGAGAGTGAAATCTGACCCTGAT-3'

Probe: (SEQ ID NO. 11)
FAM-5'-TCCCCTCCAGGTTCAGTGGCAGTG-3"' -TAMRA

p-actin

sense primer: (SEQ ID NO. 12)
5'- TCACCCACACTGTGCCCATCTACGA-3'

antisense primer: (SEQ ID NO. 13)
5'- CAGCGGACCCGCTCATTGCCAATGG-3'

Probe: (SEQ ID NO. 14)
FAM-5'-ATGCCC-TAMRA-CCCCCATGCCATCCTGCGTp-3"

GAPDH

sense primer: (SEQ ID NO. 15)
5' -GAAGGTGAAGGTCGGAGTC-3"

antisense primer: (SEQ ID NO. 16)
5' -GAAGATGGTGATGGGATTTC-3"' .

Probe: (SEQ ID NO. 17)

VIC-5'CAAGCTTCCCGTTCTCAGCC-3"'-TAMRA

DNA and mRNA were extracted from cryopreserved lym-
phocyte samples and processed as previously described.
(Mora, 2001 #6436; Cheung, 2001 #5733) Every PCR run
was in duplicates and included a 5-point standard to generate
a standard curve for scFv and for its corresponding endog-
enous control, plus a no template control. scFv standard was
prepared from purified plasmid DNA, while p-actin and
GAPDH standards were purchased from ABI. For DNA
samples, scFv copy number was normalized by the (-actin
level. For cDNA samples, scFv transcript was normalized to
that of GAPDH. The variation in the quantitation from experi-
ment to experiment was within 15%. Western blotting was
carried out on lysate of scFv-modified T-cells using murine
monoclonal anti-zeta antibody (BD Biosciences, Pharmin-
gen, San Diego, Calif.; clone 8D3, 1 ug/ml final dilution) and
HRP conjugated goat-anti-mouse affinity purified antibody
(Jackson Immunoresearch, 1:1000 final dilution) as previ-
ously described. (Maher, 2002 #6433)

Cytotoxicity Assay Neuroblastoma targets NMB-7 and
LAN-1, or rhabdomyosarcoma target HTB-82 were labeled
with Na,*' CrO, (Amersham Pharmacia) at 100 uCi/10° cells
at 37° C. for 1 hour. After the cells were washed, loosely
bound *'Cr was removed by washing. 5000 target cells/well
were admixed with lymphocytes to a final volume of 200
ul/well. Following a 3 minute centrifugation at 200xg, the
plates were incubated at 37° C. for 4 hours. Supernatant was
harvested using harvesting frames (Skatron, Lier, Norway).
The released **Cr in the supernatant was counted in a univer-
sal gamma-counter (Packard Bioscience, Meriden, Conn.).
Percentage of specific release was calculated using the for-
mula 100%x(experimental cpm-background cpm)/(10%
SDS releasable cpm-background cpm), where cpm are
counts per minute of > Cr released. Total release was assessed
by lysis with 10% SDS (Sigma-Aldrich), and background
release was measured in the absence of cells. The background
was usually <30% of total for these cell lines.

ELISPOT Assays 96-well PVDF plates (MAHA 54510,
Millipore, Bedford, Mass.) were coated with 100 ml of anti-
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IFNy monoclonal antibody (10 pg/ml, Endogen, Woburn,
Mass.) overnight at 4° C. The plates were washed with RPMI
1640 and then blocked for 1.5 hour at 37° C. with IMDM
supplemented with glutamine (Gibco-BRL), penicillin, and
streptomycin (Gibco-BRL), and 10% pooled human AB
serum (Gemini). To transduced human Iymphocytes (10°/ml
in medium containing 10% human serum, and 100 pl/well)
tumor targets were added at various effector:target ratios and
cultured for 26 hr at 37° C. in 5% CO,. Plates were washed
free of cells and reacted with biotinylated anti-IFNy (2.0
pg/ml) for 3 hr at room temperature, before washing and
reacting with a 1:1000 dilution of streptavidin-HRP conju-
gate (Zymed Laboratories, South San Francisco, Calif.)
diluted in PBS containing 0.5% BSA for an additional 1-2 hr
at room temperature. The colorimetric substrate was
3-amino-9-ethyl-carbazole (Sigma-Aldrich) at 0.33 mg/ml in
50 mM sodium acetate buffer (pH 5) containing 0.015%
hydrogen peroxide. After incubation at room temperature for
8 min, the color reaction was stopped by rinsing the plates
under running tap water and Elispots counted under a micro-
scope.

Adoptive cell therapy of human xenograft in immune defi-
cient mice CB-17 SCID-Beige mice were purchased from
Taconic (Germantown, N.Y.). Two types of tumor models
were used, a Winn assay (Wang, 1980 #6517) and an estab-
lished tumor model. In the Winn assay, tumor cells (10° cells)
were mixed with T-cells at various tumor-lymphocyte ratios
and planted in 100 ul of Matrigel (BD BioSciences, Bedford,
Mass.) subcutaneously. Following implantation, tumor sizes
(product of orthogonal diameters) were measured. In estab-
lished tumor model, tumor cells (2x10° cells) alone were
planted subcutaneously. Here, cell therapy was started in
groups of 5 mice per cage when tumor diameter reached 0.8
cm, usually by 1-2 weeks of tumor implantation. Mice
received 5 weekly intravenous CIR-gene modified lympho-
cyte injections by retroorbital route, 2x10° per injection
together with 500 U of IL-2 ip. 50 ug of anti-idiotypic or
control antibody was administered ip 3 days after each lym-
phocyte injection. Tumor sizes were measured twice a week.
Experiments were carried out under an IACUC approved
protocol and institutional guidelines for the proper, and
humane use of animals in research were followed.

Statistical Analysis Data were calculated as Mean+/-SEM.
Differences between treatment groups were tested for signifi-
cance (<0.05) by student t-test.

Results

Construction of sc8H9-CD28-hTCR-C-pMSCVneo Using
synthetic oligodeoxynucleotide primers 3558, 355A for the
hCDB8a leader-scFv-CD28, 365S, 365A for scFv8H9, and
379S, 379A for hTCR-C-chain, the gene hCD8-leader-
8H9scFv-hCD28TM-hCD28cyto-TCRL was constructed,
sequence-verified and transfected into the amphotropic pack-
aging line GP+envAM12, and selected in G418. Enrichment
and cloning of producer lines by affinity chromatography and
cell sorting. The retroviral producer lines were affinity-en-
riched using MACS goat anti-rat IgG microbeads on the
MiniMACS system. Following each enrichment, viral super-
natant from the producer line was used to infect the indicator
cell line K562. Surface 8H9-scFv expression on both the
producer lines and the transfected K562 (4 days after infec-
tion) were measured by immunofluorescence using anti-id-
iotypic antibody 2E9. With each successive affinity enrich-
ment (FIGS. 7a and 7¢) of producer line and subsequent
successive subcloning (FIGS. 75 and 7d), the surface expres-
sion (mean fluorescence) of 8H9-scFv increased and became
more homogeneous for the producer clones (FIGS. 7a and 75)
as well as indicator line K562 (FIGS. 7¢ and 7d). Table 1
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summarized the length of time (in weeks) required to enrich
for scFv-positive producer cell line.

Retroviral transduction of primary human peripheral blood
mononuclear cells Following in vitro activation with anti-
CD3 and anti-CD28, primary human PBMC were infected
with the virus from producer line supernatant by centrifuga-
tion at 1000xg for 60 minutes at room temperature. Using
PBMC from normal volunteers, the in vitro requirement of
IL2 and anti-idiotypic antibody for lymphocyte expansion
was studied (FIG. 8). On day 10 after gene transduction,
17-40% of cells became scFv-positive by FACS analysis. By
day 15, 75-80% became positive and by day 24, 99% of the
cells became positive. This clonal evolution to homogeneity
was found in CD4+, CD8+ and the small CD56+ populations.
IL-2 concentration of 50 to 100 U/ml appeared optimum, and
anti-idiotypic MoAb 2E9 was absolutely necessary to main-
tain prolonged T-cell growth (FIG. 8). These experiments
were repeated twice with similar results. In the presence of
100 U/ml of IL2 and solid-phase anti-idiotypic antibodies,
PBMC from 4 patients with stage 4 neuroblastoma off che-
motherapy and 4 separate specimens from two normal vol-
unteers, were expanded in vitro following CIR-gene trans-
duction (FIG. 9). Continual expansion (10° to 10® fold) was
achieved after 150-200 days of culture, with a doubling time
ranging from 5 to 10 days. 8H9scFv average gene copy num-
ber, transcript level, and surface expression were studied in
these samples (FIG. 10). The scFv-positive population
enriched quickly during the first 20 days of culture in the
absence of 2E9 (FIG. 10a). As expected, the gene copy num-
ber and transcript level also plateaued with similar kinetics
(FIG. 105). When the scFv-positive population became
>95%, an average of 4.5 gene copies per cell (range 2-9) was
detected, which remained relatively stable throughout the
extensive length of in vitro culture. ScFv expression was
typically >95% throughout 6 months of culture (FIG. 10a).
By western blot analysis, the scFv-CD28-zeta chimeric pro-
tein was primarily a tetramer (MW-210 kD) under nonreduc-
ing conditions and a monomer of 54 kD in the presence of
2-mercaptoethanol. The proportion of CD8+ cells versus
CD4+ cells increased steadily to >50% by day 40 of culture,
and decreased slowly over 3-4 months. At concentrations of
1L-2<50 U/ml, CD4+ cells outgrew the CD8+ population
even faster (data not shown). T-cells expanded in the presence
ofanti-CD3, anti-CD28 and IL-2 (Koehne, 2002 #6442) were
unable to kill HTB-82 cells in vitro (data not shown).

Transduced lymphocytes mediated non MHC-restricted
antigen-specific cytotoxicity in vitro against neuroblastoma
and rhabdomyosarcoma cell lines In vitro cytotoxicity
against NMB-7 (FIG. 11a) and LAN-1 (FIG. 115) neuroblas-
toma, or rhabdomyosarcoma HTB-82 (FIG. 11¢) were effi-
cient. Antigen-dependence was demonstrated by the total
inhibition of cytotoxicties by MoAb 8H9 (FIG. 11) and anti-
idiotypic antibody 2E9 (data not shown). Daudi cell line
(FIG. 11D) was not killed because it was antigen-negative.
This cytotoxicity was independent of target HLLA expression
or HLA types (data not shown). Unmodified lymphocytes
from the same donor, cultured under the same conditions (100
U/ml of IL2), did not show antigen-specific killing (FIG. 11).
Control (5F11scFv) CIR modified lymphocytes also did not
show antigen-specific killing of HTB82 (data not shown). In
Elispot assays, IFN-7 secretion was detected when trans-
duced lymphocytes were stimulated with antigen-positive
tumors (NMB7 and HTB82) but not antigen-negative con-
trols (Daudi, data not shown).

Adoptive cell therapy of rhabdomyosarcoma xenograft in
SCID mice. Human rhabdomyosarcoma is strongly reactive
with 8H9, but not with 5F11 (anti-G,,) antibodies.
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S5F11scFv-CIR contained the same CD28-TCR construct
used for 8H9scFv-CIR. 8H9scFv-CIR gene-modified lym-
phocytes suppressed HTB82 tumor growth, when mixed at
1:0.5 (tumor to T-cell), 1:1 or 1:10 ratios at the time of tumor
implantation (FIG. 12). While all the mice in control group
(tumor alone) or irrelevant T-cell (SF11scFv-CIR gene-modi-
fied lymphocytes) group developed rapid tumor growth, in
the presence of specific T-cells (8H9), tumor was completely
suppressed. When anti-idiotype 2E9 was injected q 3 daysx3
after tumor implantation, the anti-tumor effect was substan-
tially reduced, in contrast to control antibody 1G8 or saline
control. This inhibitory effect of 2E9 on the effector phase
was consistent with in vitro findings (FIG. 11). However,
when 8H9scFv-CIR gene-modified lymphocytes was tested
in an established tumor model, the growth sustaining function
of specific anti-idiotypic antibody became more apparent.
Here experiments were initiated when tumors grew to around
0.8 cm diameter. Control groups were injected with either (1)
no cells plus 2E9 ip, (2) SF11scFv-CIR modified lympho-
cytes intravenously plus anti-idiotype 1G8 (specific for SF11
idiotype) ip or (3) 8H9scFv-CIR modified lymphocytes intra-
venously plus A1G4 (irrelevant anti-idiotypic antibody) ip.
Suppression of tumor growth was most significant with lym-
phocytes transduced with the 8H9scFv-CIR gene (0) (FIG. 8,
p<0.05), and only ifthe specific anti-idiotype 2E9 was admin-
istered. SF11scFv-CIR modified lymphocytes or 8H9scFv-
CIR plus A1G4 did not show significant anti-tumor effect
when compared to control. This in vivo effect of gene-modi-
fied lymphocytes was demonstrated in 3 separate experiment.
Discussion

We have demonstrated that primary human lymphocytes
could be stably transduced with a scFv-CD28-C fusion gene
carried by a retroviral vector to express surface scFv. Anti-
idiotypic antibody directed at the scFv facilitated the cloning
of the producer cell line and monitoring of gene expression.
These CIR-gene modified lymphocytes could proliferate in
the presence of anti-idiotypic antibody to undergo 10° expan-
sion in both CD4+ and CD8+ populations over a period of 6
months. These cells responded in an antigen-specific manner
in vitro by cytokine release and tumor cytotoxicity. By virtue
of their near 100% CIR expression, they were more efficient
than T-cells activated in the presence of anti-CD3/anti-CD28
and IL2. They effectively inhibited tumor growth in a
xenograft tumor model in a Winn assay as well as in an
established subcutaneous tumor model where T-cells were
injected intravenously. Gene transduction was successful
whether lymphocytes were derived from normal volunteers
or patients. Our data suggest that although the CIR alone
permitted survival of transduced lymphocytes during the first
3 weeks, anti-idiotypic antibody was necessary for prolifera-
tion beyond this initial period. Several observations on the
scFv-modified T-cells were novel: the chimeric immune
receptor homodimerized to a tetrameric form, T-cells
expressing CIR demonstrated growth and survival advantage,
anti-idiotypic antibody could inhibit effector phase during
tumor killing in vitro and in Winn assay, but enhanced tumor
suppression in the established tumor model.

The use of retroviral vectors to transduce chimeric immune
receptors into primary human lymphocytes has been limited
by the low gene transfer efficiency when viral supernatant
infections were carried out. Transfer rates into primary
human T cells using amphotropic virus ranged from 1 to 12%.
(Bunnell, 1995 #4550) Several strategies were explored to
increase the transduction rates to 20-50%. These include: (1)
using gibbon ape leukemia virus (GaLV strain SEATO)
pseudotyped virions, (Miller, 1991 #3388; Lam, 1996 #4553;
Krause, 1998 #3956) (2) coculturing producer and target

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

32

cells, (Bonini, 1997 #4716) where the clinical safety was of
some concern, (3) using phosphate depletion followed by
centrifugation and incubation at 32° C., (Bunnell, 1995
#4550) (4) adding fibronectin CH296 to enhance virus/lym-
phocyte interactions. (Pollok, 1998 #4506) More recently,
Eshhar et al described a dicistronic construct consisting of
scFv-CD28-y and green fluorescent protein (GFP), where the
latter was used to monitor gene transduction and to enrich
producer line. (Eshhar, 2001 #5665) In the inventor’s study,
we used anti-idiotypic antibody to select for high surface
scFv-expressing producer lines with improved efficiency of
gene transduction. More importantly, lymphocytes trans-
duced by CD-28-C chimeric fusion receptors could survive
and proliferate in the presence of the anti-idiotypic MoAb
maintaining their monoclonality with respect to scFv expres-
sion, in both the CD4+ and CD8+ populations. These recep-
tors mediated antigen-specific cytokine release and cytotox-
icity that was non-MHC restricted. Whether NK cells
(CDS56+ population) could acquire similar abilities will need
further studies, since CD28 signaling in these cells was only
rarely documented. (Galea-Lauri, 1999 #5609) Using this
anti-idiotypic antibody strategy with minor modifications, we
have successfully extended these findings to the G, antigen
system (unpublished data). Recent studies have demonstrated
the potential of CIR in retargeting EBV-specific cytotoxic T
lymphocytes, (Rossig, 2002 #6479) a potential new source of
effector cells that could persist and function long term after
their transfer to cancer patients. We have also successfully
transduced these scFv-CIR genes into EBV-specific cytotoxic
T-cell populations (Koehne, 2000 #5893) to permit their in
vitro clonal expansion of 10°-fold in 5 months (unpublished
data).

The advantage of using anti-idiotypic antibody for affinity
purification and for clonal expansion of gene-modified lym-
phocytes are many fold. Being immunoglobulins, their struc-
ture, stability, biochemistry are generally known. This is in
contrast to natural antigens where each individual system has
its unique and often difficult-to-predict properties. As surro-
gate antigens, anti-idiotypic MoAb are ideal for standardiza-
tion and quality control, especially for initial clinical investi-
gations of carbohydrate antigens or when the nature of the
antigen is not fully understood. To prepare polyclonal CTLs
specific for a tumor target, lymphocytes have to be pulsed
periodically in vitro with the tumor cells. (Koehne, 2000
#5893) The possibility of tumor contamination raises safety
and quality control issues. More importantly, TCR ligation
usually leads to activation-induced cell death. (Lenardo, 1999
#6439; Beecham, 2000 #6440) In CIR technology, scFv-
CD28- and scFv-CD28-y constructs recruit costimulation to
sustain T-cell survival. (Alvarez-Vallina, 1996 #4698; Bee-
cham, 2000 #6440; Maher, 2002 #6433; Eshhar, 2001 #5665;
Haynes, 2002 #6477) In our studies, anti-idiotypic antibodies
stimulated T-cell proliferation and survival. Another advan-
tage of anti-idiotypic MoAb is its ability to mark the clonal
population of target-specific lymphocytes. Although tetram-
ers can mark TCR and T-cell clones, identity of the peptide
antigen is required and tetramer technology is not widely
available. Furthermore, anti-idiotypic MoAb can mark T-cell
clones in vivo when radiolabeled, an option not yet possible
with tetramers. Finally, the potential of anti-idiotypic MoAb
to activate transduced lymphocytes in vivo is appealing, espe-
cially when tumor cells are poorly immunogenic, or when
they are scarcely distributed. The observations of the inhibi-
tory effect of anti-idiotype in the Winn assay were consistent
with their in vitro inhibitory effects during the effector phase.
However, in the established tumor model, anti-idiotype was
able to enhance tumor suppression. Given its ability to sustain
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CIR-modified T-cell growth in vitro, a likely explanation was
a similar supportive function in vivo in the established tumor
model. One could speculate that anti-idiotype might also
enhance the homing properties of these gene-modified
T-cells. Clearly, a better understanding of in vivo homing
properties and proliferative capacity of transduced cells in the
presence or absence of anti-idiotype will be needed.

Previous studies suggest that the choice of the appropriate
spacer (between scFv and signaling molecule), transmem-
brane domain and the signaling molecules were important.
(Patel, 1999 #4695) That 8H9scFv-modified T-cells survive
and proliferate in the presence of specific anti-idiotype and
kill antigen-positive tumor cells argue strongly that the CD28
trans-membrane domain in this CIR design does not require a
CD8 hinge, permitting effective interaction with soluble as
well as cell-bound antigens. These results agreed with those
recently reported by Maher et al. (Maher, 2002 #6433) It is of
interest that in the absence of anti-CD3/CD28 antibody acti-
vation, gene-modified lymphocytes had consistent survival
advantage during the first 3 weeks in culture, even without
anti-idiotype. Since these fusion proteins can homodimerize,
(Krause, 1998 #3956; Maher, 2002 #6433) signaling through
spontaneous oligomerization may have provided initial sur-
vival advantage on gene-modified lymphocytes, although
growth could not be sustained unless anti-idiotype is pro-
vided. Although the total increase in T cell number is com-
parable to anti-CD3/CD28 mediated in vitro expansion
(Maus, 2002 #6438) the rate of increase is slower (2 to
3-fold), with significant cell loss during the first 3 weeks. It is
possible that the transduction protocol can be improved to
reduce direct toxicity from the viral supernatant. Signaling
may also be improved by the addition of a hinge or the
adoption of other trans-membrane domains. (Fitzer-Attas,
1998 #5955, Patel, 1999 #4695; Jensen, 1998 #4699) More-
over, using domains or molecules (wild type or genetically
modified) further downstream in the T-cell activation path-
way might potentially increase signaling, or even overcome
the T-cell defects commonly found in cancer patients. (Esh-
har, 1998 #5952)

The choice of tumor system and antigen target will likely
determine the clinical success of CIR strategy. Primary lym-
phoid tumors such as B-cell lymphomas have distinct
attributes. T-cells have an innate tropism to lymphoid tissues.
These tumors also have unique tumor antigens with homoge-
neous expression that do not modulate from the cell surface
(e.g. CD20). Furthermore, these B-cell tumors express
costimulatory molecules. (Jensen, 1998 #4699) In contrast,
most solid tumors lack these attributes. However, metastatic
cancers in lymph nodes, blood and bone marrow are unique
compartments where CIR technology may be applicable.
Depending on the compartment, targeting of T-cells may
require different chemokine receptors or adhesion molecules.
For example, while L-selectin is required for homing to lym-
phoid organs, its role for trafficking to other metastatic organs
such as marrow is less well defined. The precise evaluation of
the quantity and persistence of these cells in vivo, as well as
their distribution and function within tissues is likely to be
critical. (Yee, 2001 #5674; Ma, 2002 #6437) In studies of
T-cell therapy, this is of particular importance since many
infused cells will undergo activation-induced death in vivo,
(Lenardo, 1999 #6439; Beecham, 2000 #6440; Xiaoning,
1999 #5677) or immune elimination of gene-modified cells
may occur, especially following repeated injections. (Riddell,
1996 #5963) The development of sensitive, accurate and
reproducible methods to quantify gene-marked cells in
peripheral blood and tissues are essential for defining the
long-term fate of adoptively-transferred cells. While PCR and
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quantitative RT-PCR methods are ideal for studying tissues
extracts, anti-idiotypic MoAb will provide useful a tool to
enumerate individual scFv-positive cells in blood, marrow
and tumor. In addition, noninvasive imaging methods using
radiolabeled anti-idiotypic MoAb may also be possible.
Similar to the marker gene HSV-tk that allows cells to be
tracked and quantified by the substrate '**I-FIAU or '2*I-
FIAU, (Koehne, 2000 #5631) anti-idiotypic MoAb labeled
with either **'T or ***I can also take advantage of instrumen-
tation and software developed for SPECT and PET/micro-
PET imaging, respectively. These tools can provide unprec-
edented precision and dynamic information on cell traffic in
patient trials.

Retroviral vector MSCV carrying the gene for either
8HscFv-CD28, 8HscFv-CD28-C, or 5F11-scFv-CD28-C was
transfected into packaging lines PG13 or GP+envAm12. The
producer lines were then subcloned, affinity purified or FAC-
sorted as detailed in Materials and Methods. The producer
lines were analyzed for scFv expression by flow cytometry on
day 4 after gene transduction.

Third Series of Experiments
ScFv-Modified Lymphocytes for Tumor Targeting

The plasticity of adult stem cells offers great promise in
cell-based therapies. Hematopoietic stem cells give rise to all
blood cells and have been used to treat serious blood disor-
ders, malignant disease, and inherited diseases. These cells
can differentiate into cardiac muscle cells, vascular cells, lung
epithelia, neural cells, glial cells and other cell lineages.
Developing tools to study both adult and embryonic stem
trafficking in cellular therapies will provide a critical under-
standing of the real potentials and limitations of these
approaches. While technical difficulties in gene modification
of human stem cells have yet to be overcome, the human
lymphocyte is a useful model to explore various in vivo imag-
ing receptors, their targeting capacity, as well as the molecu-
lar biology and biochemistry of trace labeling methods.

Antibody-based targeting exploits the molecular specific-
ity of the immune system. Utilizing single chain v-fragment
(scFv) derived from monoclonal antibodies, chimeric
immune receptors (CIR) can now be permanently transduced
into primary human T-cells to redirect them to the specific
antigen. In the last grant period we developed a technology
based on anti-idiotypic antibodies to improve the rapid clon-
ing of efficient producer lines for gene transduction. Using
anti-idiotypic antibody as antigen surrogates, the propagation
and expansion of these CIR-modified T-cells in vitro is highly
reproducible. In this competitive renewal, we propose to
compare the three imaging genes HSV1-tk, hNIS, and soma-
tostatin receptor type 2 (SSTR2) to study T-cell trafficking.
We will take advantage of the large experience in somatosta-
tin receptors and ligands, plus the recent development of °*Ga
for PET dosimetry studies. We will determine the biologic
parameters that determine labeling of these cells, the radio-
biological consequences, the minimum number of cells that
can be detected at tumor sites, as well as the validation of
quantitative methods of measurement models. We plan to test
the hypothesis that substantial improvements in T-cell target-
ing efficiency is possible if CD4+ T-cells can be pretargeted to
the tumor site, and if professional killer cells are used. The
availability of a high-resolution animal scanner, the MSKCC
MicroPET, plus the animal micro-CT will facilitate these
studies. We will also benefit from prior developments under
related DOE grants, which include 1) practical methods for
production of ®*Ga and *?*I; 2) the quantitative PET imaging
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of positron-emitting radionuclides with complex spectra,
such as **Ga and '**; and 3) a method for highly selective
labeling of genetically modified tumor-specific immune
cells, using the positron labeled tracer *>*I-fluoroiodo-arabi-
nosyl-uridine (FIAU).

Objectives

Although cell-therapy using stem cells and lymphocytes
have great clinical potentials, their trafficking patterns and
integration into tissues especially in real-time are not well
understood. Noninvasive methods to help fill this knowledge
gap remains a critical priority. Human T-lymphocytes are
potent vehicles in tumor targeting. Retroviral vectors can
permanently gene-modify their cell-surface receptors to tar-
get to specific tissues. As the sophisticated homing biology of
T-lymphocytes becomes elucidated, clinical application of
adoptive cell therapy has gained wider attention. We used
scFv gene-modified T-lymphocyte as a cell-therapy model to
study the pharmacokinetics of their survival and proliferation
ex-vivo and in vivo after reinfusion. In the last grant period,
we succeeded in using anti-idiotypic strategy to optimize
gene transfer, survival and proliferation of T-cells ex vivo. We
have shown that these cells can target to tumor sites to achieve
tumor control in xenograft models. We propose to use soma-
tostatin receptor type 2 (SSTR2) to study cellular biodistri-
bution, and compare with HSV1-tk and sodium iodide trans-
porter (hNIS). We will take advantage of recent advances in
quantitative PET using **Ga and '**I. We propose to test the
hypothesis that successful pretargeting of T-cell subpopula-
tion can recruit other lymphoid populations to improve hom-
ing to the target antigen and that using preprogrammed pro-
fessional killer cells can further improve targeting efficiency.

Specific Aim 1: Comparison of marker genes for lymphoid
cells in ex vivo and in vivo labeling
1.1 HSV1-tk
1.2 Somatostatin receptor subtype 2 (SSTR2)

1.3 Sodium iodide symporter

Specific Aim 2: Pretargeting of CD4+ T-cells to improve
adoptive cell therapy

Specific Aim 3: Improving tumor homing and tumor cyto-
toxicity by using professional T-lymphocytes (CTL) and
NK92 for CIR gene-modification
3.1 Cloned killer cell line
3.2 Professional cytotoxic T-lymphocytes (CTL)
Importance of the Research

The study of stem cell biology in vivo can potentially
broaden our understanding of human cardiovascular, lung,
blood, or neural development. The homing, proliferation and
differentiation of stem cells in vivo are not fully understood
and are likely to be influenced by the microenvironment.
Studies of stem cell homing to sites of tissue injury or specific
tissue or organ sites, and the mechanisms underlying the
homing process will provide important information if stem
cell therapy is to be successfully exploited for human dis-
eases. Stem cell homing research can benefit from tools opti-
mized for studying T-cell targeting to human tumors. We
chose scFv-chimeric immune receptor directed at solid
tumors to explore T-cell trafficking behavior, and propose
noninvasive methods to track them in vivo.

Antigen-specific T-cells have been successfully used in
adoptive therapies in patients for viral infections and cancer.
These pioneering works have refined the practical issues of
T-cell isolation, cloning, expansion and reinfusion. Adop-
tively transferred donor-derived Epstein-Bar virus (EBV)
specific CTL can effectively eliminate B-cell proliferative
disorders in the post-transplant period, a dramatic proof of
principle for both efficacy and safety. After a 2-3 log expan-
sion within the first month of infusion, these CTLs can be
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shown to survive for months, a property probably important
for their in vivo efficacy. Successes in this EBV-lymphoma
model is due to: (1) high CTL clonal frequency, characteristic
of pathogen-based memory, (2) exquisite specificity to a viral
antigen, (3) high levels of MHC and costimulator expression
in lymphomas, and (4) innate ability of T-cells to home to
lymphoid organs. Using retroviral vector gene transfers, it is
now possible to modify durably the genetic makeup of T-lym-
phocytes. Targeting them to tumors is an enticing strategy
since they can proliferate and expand clonally, potentially
amplifying the anti-tumor response, as well the tumor to
nontumor ratio of the delivered entity (either cells, cell-asso-
ciated protein, secreted protein or viruses).

Using anti-idiotypic reagents, scFv chimeric immune
receptors (CIR) consisting of scFv-CD28-C-chain have been
transduced into primary human T-cells to produce readily
expandable, long-lived and efficient clonal killer cell popula-
tions. Such CIRs genes joining tumor-selective ScFv to T-cell
signal transduction molecules bypass MHC requirement
while coupling antigen-specific tumor recognition with T-cell
activation/survival. In this proposal we hypothesize that
tumor targeting can be substantially improved if (1) CD4+ T
cells can be successfully targeted first to recruit inflammatory
populations including CD8+ T-lymphocytes and natural
killer cells, and (2) the anti-tumor effect can be increased by
employing preprogrammed professional killer T-cells. We
propose to study the trafficking of whole or separated T-cell
subpopulations in vivo after gene marking with human soma-
tostatin receptor type 2 (SSTR2), human sodium iodide trans-
porter (hNIS) or HSV1-tk. These lymphocytes can be imaged
with  [°¥97%%Ga]-DOTA-DPhe’-Tyr’-octreotide (DOTA-
TOC), free *'1 and *'I-labeled 2'-fluoro-2'-deoxy-1-b-D-
arabinofuransyl-5-iodo-uracil ~ (**!'I-FIAU), respectively.
Lymphocyte biodistribution and clonal expansion in vivo will
be measured by positron emission tomography (PET) using
[°*/°®*Ga]-DOTATOC, '**1 and '**I-FIAU for the respective
imaging genes. Using professional cytotoxic T-cells and
cloned killer line NK92 instead of naive T-cells for CIR gene
transduction, we envision a substantial improvement in the
efficiency of gene-modified T-cells by virtue of their prepro-
gramming for tumor cytotoxicity, since they have been
selected for their repertoire of lytic enzymes, death inducing
peptides and adhesion molecules.

Background and Significance

Despite dose-intensive use of chemotherapy and radio-
therapy, metastatic solid tumors have a dismal prognosis with
cure rates 0f <20%." > Our inability to deliver specific therapy
to minimal residual disease (MRD) compromises patient’s
chance of long-term cure.

Single chain Fv. The ability to condense the binding site by
genetic fusions of variable region immunoglobulin genes to
form scFv has greatly expanded the potential and develop-
ment of antibody-based targeted therapies.*” Using phage
display libraries, scFv can now be cloned from cDNA librar-
ies derived from rodents, immunized volunteers, or
patients.®'! Construction of the scFv is the critical first step in
the synthesis of various fusion proteins, including scFv-
cytokine,'? scFv-streptavidin,'* scFv-enzyme,'* scFv-tox-
ins,'® bispecific scFv (diabodies),'® bispecific chelating
scFv,'” scFv-Ig,'? tetravalent scFv,'®'® and scFv-retargeted
T-cells.'?

Targeting lymphocytes to tumors. Using retroviral vector
gene transfers, it is now possible to modify the genetic
makeup of a cell permanently. Targeting lymphocytes to
tumors is an attractive strategy. Lymphocytes execute com-
plex tasks that antibodies are unable to perform, by commu-
nicating with and recruiting other inflammatory/immune
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cells or initiating tumor apoptosis. More importantly, they
can proliferate and expand clonally. This latter property can
potentially amplify the anti-tumor response, the tumor to
nontumor ratio of the delivered entity (either cells, cell-asso-
ciated protein, secreted protein or viruses), for both cancer
imaging as well as therapy. Antigen-specific T-cells have been
successfully used in adoptive therapies in patients for viral
infections and cancer.”°>* These pioneering work have
refined the practical issues of T-cell isolation, cloning, expan-
sion and reinfusion. Adoptively transferred donor-derived
Epstein-Bar virus (EBV) specific CTL can effectively elimi-
nate B-cell proliferative disorders in the post-transplant
period, a dramatic proof of principle for both efficacy and
relative safety.?*23*> After a 2-3 log expansion within the
first month of infusion, these CTLs can be shown to survive
for up to 18 months.?*2% This success in the EBV-lymphoma
model was due to: (1) high CTL clonal frequency, character-
istic of pathogen-based memory, (2) exquisite specificity to a
viral antigen, (3) high levels of MHC and costimulator
expression in lymphomas, and (4) innate ability of T-cells to
home to lymphoid organs.

Tools for tracking T-lymphocyte homing and their clonal
expansion are limited. Previous models of lymphocyte hom-
ing have utilized lymphokine activated killer lymphocytes
(LAK) or tumor infiltrating lymphocytes (TIL). In animal
models, they generally showed tumor-specific localization.
Although short-term labeling with chromium (°*Cr) is rou-
tine for isotope release cytotoxicity assays, it failed when
applied to WBC trafficking studies. Attempts to incorporate
radiolabeled metabolites and metabolite analogs (including
2-fluororo-deoxyglucose (FDG), amino acids, and nucle-
otides,?”-*® to radioiodinate cell membrane lipids/proteins, to
induce phagocytosis of **"Tc- or !**In-labeled colloids,**=°
to trap intracellular radioactive divalent cations (e.g. >>Co and
57Co),*! orto tag with radiolabeled Mo Ab,?>3* have met with
limited success. Although **'In-labeled WBCs are routinely
used to detect sites of infection and inflammation, and in
research studies of white cell homing properties,>® high spe-
cific activity can interfere with lymphocyte functions possi-
bly accounting for the low % ID/gm in recent studies of
tumor-sensitized lymphocytes,®” or TIL>® cells. More impor-
tantly, *!In labeling is currently only possible ex vivo. No
imaging agent is available to study T-cell kinetics and biodis-
tribution over an extended period of time.

There were several limitations in these early studies of
lymphocyte imaging. Only a small proportion of cells are
actually labeled. In the case of **"Tc, its relatively short
physical half-life (6 hr) limits imaging to less than 1 day
post-injection. More seriously, these labeling methods are
antigen non-specific; i.e. all cells exposed to the labeling
agent are labeled regardless of their ability to bind to the
tumor target. That may partly explain the suboptimal target-
ing 0of <0.02% injected cell dose per gram. The CTL precursor
frequency against human tumors (e.g. melanoma) in periph-
eral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) even after in vitro
stimulation with IL-2/IL4 is generally low (0.1% to
0.0030).*° In EBV-lymphoma, unstimulated peripheral blood
CTL precursor frequency is less than 0.05% and is ineffective
until in vitro EBV-restimulation to 0.8-4%.*° The low CTL
precursor frequency may account for many of the past failures
in the studies of T-lymphocyte homing to tumors. Increasing
the level of radiolabeling has limited success since more than
20 uCi '"*In/10® cells is known to damage white cell func-
tions.*!

T-bodies can redirect lymphocyte against human tumors.
Adoptive cell therapy using ex vivo expanded tumor-selective
T-cells can effect dramatic remissions of virally induced
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malignancies, a process critically dependent on clonal fre-
quency, where rapid exponential expansion of specific CTL is
required.*>>> T-cells proliferate when activated (e.g. anti-
CD3). However, apoptosis occurs unless a costimulatory sig-
nal (e.g. anti-CD28) is present.** However, human tumor
targets often lack costimulatory molecules (e.g. CD80), or
overstimulate inhibitory receptors (e.g. CTL4) such that the
CD28 pathway is derailed. In addition, many tumors down-
regulate major histocompatibility complex (MHC) molecules
to escape engagement by the T-cell receptor (TCR). Through
genetic engineering, chimeric immune receptors (CIR) link-
ing tumor-selective scFv to T-cell signal transduction mol-
ecules (e.g. TCR-C chain and CD28) will activate lympho-
cytes following tumor recognition, triggering the production
of cytokines and tumor lysis.'?**-*° T-cell can also be geneti-
cally engineered to secrete cytotoxic cytokines,’® toxins,>' or
to metabolize prodrugs.>*>® Genetically engineered T cells
for adoptive immunotherapy of cancer is gaining wider atten-
tion. To date, clinical experience with gene-modified T cells
has been limited, and most studies are unpublished (Table
1).* Although preclinical models generally utilized CD8+
CTLs, most clinical trials are utilizing unseparated T cells,
preselected with co-expressed drug marker, or administered
in bulk without selection to avoid targeting of microbial drug
resistance genes. Most of these infusions have been relatively
well-tolerated.

TABLE 1
Clinical trials using T-cells gene modified with CIR*®
Anti- Struc- Investi-
Date Phase Disease gen ture Location  gator
1995 1 HIV gp120 CD4-{ NIH Walker
1996 1 Ovarian FBP sFv-y NCI Hwu
CA
1997- 11 HIV gp120 CD4-¢  Multi Hege
1998
1997 1 AdenoCA TAG72 sFv-T  Stanford  Hege
1998 1 AdenoCA CEA sFv-¢ Harvard Junghans
2000 I Lymphoma CDI19 sFv-¢ City of Jensen
Hope
2001 I Neuro- L1 sFv-T  City of Jensen
blastoma Hope
2002 I Renalcell CAG250  sFv-C den Hoed Bolhuis
cC
2002 I Melanoma  GD3 sFv-C Harvard Junghans

However, significant technologic gaps remain: (1) Gene
transduction into primary human lymphocytes is inefficient,
(2) Antigen specific T-cells cannot be easily enriched and
expanded, (3) Optimal T-cell activation may require multiple
signals, and (4) Demonstration of anti-tumor effect of these
human T-cells in established tumor models has been difficult
and so far unsuccessful in patients.* T-cell activation
requires two simultaneous signals,”* one signal provided
through the TCR>® and a second one is a costimulatory sig-
nal.>% T-cells get their second signal from their CD28 mol-
ecules which recognize B7 on APCs and tumor cells, stimu-
lating IL-2 production; otherwise apoptosis or anergy will
occur in response to the TCR signal alone.>® Primary T-cells
transduced with the anti-GD2 scFv-T-chain or scFv-y-chain
CIRs were able to kill antigen-positive tumors selectively.*®
However, cell cultures could not be maintained for longer
than 8 weeks even upon stimulation with antigen-positive
tumor cells. In addition, T-cell function when measured by
interferon-y release decreased substantially during in vitro
culture to 25% over 2 weeks. The inability of Fv-T receptors
alone to activate resting T cells was demonstrated in a trans-
genic mouse model.”” On the other hand, when an anti-tumor
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scFv-CD28 CIR was used,’® a functional co-stimulatory sig-
nal was achieved. CIR with multidomains was recently
described, where the intracellular domain of CD28 was
ligated to the 5' end of TCR-C chain and introduced into Jurkat
cells and primary human lymphocytes, with the expected
“two signals” when scFv was triggered by tumor cells.>”%°
IL-2 production was 20 times more than CIR with C-chain
only. Primary mouse CD8+ T lymphocytes expressing the
scFv-CD28-C receptor secreted Tc1 cytokines, induced T-cell
proliferation, and inhibited established tumor growth and
metastasis in vivo, a process shown to be critically dependent
on IFN-y secretion.®® Not all T-cell mediated immune
responses are CD28-dependent, and in humans about 50% of
CD8+ T cells are CD28-negative.>%%? During CD28 costimu-
lation, while CD4+ cells responded with sustained prolifera-
tion, CD8+ T-cells grew for a limited period only accompa-
nied by an increase in apoptosis.®* Other costimulatory
molecules include members of the TNFR superfamily,®*°°
CD30°% and 0OX40%” for Th2, as well as CD27°® and 4-1BB
for Th1.% Itis possible that while chimeric receptors contain-
ing CD28 will enhance CD4+ T-cell proliferation, those
incorporating costimulatory molecules such as 4-1BB could
enhance CD8+ T cell and other subpopulations to expand in
vitro and possibly in vivo.

Progress Report

CIR gene modified professional killer cells: CTL and
NK92 NK92, CD56+ cell line established from the peripheral
blood of a 50-year-old male with rapidly-progressing non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma (large granular lymphocytic) whose
marrow was diffusely infiltrated with large granular lympho-
cytes (LGL),*” kills a broad spectrum of leukemia-lymphoma
and virally infected cell lines in vitro.®® Its remarkable tumor
cytotoxicity is probably due to its unique repertoire of acti-
vating NK receptors (NKp30, NKp46, 2B4, NKGD, E,
CD28) with few inhibitory receptors (NKGA/B, low levels of
KIR2DLA4, ILT-2) commonly expressed on normal NK cells
(Table 4).%° In addition, NK92 expresses high levels of mol-
ecules involved in the perforin-granzyme cytolytic pathway
as well as additional cytotoxic effector molecules including
tumor necrosis factor (TNF)-superfamily members FasL,
TRAIL, TWEAK, TNF-alpha, indicating the ability to kill via
alternative mechanisms. NK92 cells can be expanded in vitro
with IL-2 with a doubling time of 24 to 36 h. IL2 was also
successfully transduced into NK92 which then proliferate
independently of IL-2 for >5 months, with concurrent
increase in both in vitro and in vivo cytotoxicity.”® NK92 has
been used for ex vivo purging of malignant BCR-ABL-posi-
tive CD34+ progenitor cells from stem cell autografts of
CML patients.”" In phase I clinical trials, children and adults
with late stage malignancies have received repeated irradi-
ated NK92 transfusions up to 9x10° cell dose without adverse
reactions.®® Patients had no evidence of anti-NK92 immune
response. However, NK92’s lytic activity against solid tumor
targets is less predictable. 8H9-scFv-CD28-C has also been
transduced into NK92 cells, and the high expressors sorted
and cloned using anti-idiotype strategy as described for pri-
mary T-lymphocytes. These gene-modified NK92 cells can
efficiently kill an expanded spectrum of tumor lines in vitro as
well as suppressing human tumor xenografts in vivo.

Gene expression profile of CIR-modified T-cells and NK92
An analysis of inflammatory chemokines, cytokines and
receptors, as well as interleukins and receptors gene expres-
sion among CIR-modified NK92 as well as CIR-modified
T-cells (cultured for 70 days, 99.7% scFv-positive, 50%
CD4+ and 50% CD8+, harvested during their exponential
growth) was undertaken. The GEArray Q series cDNA
expression arrays (SuperArray, Bethesda, Md.) were used for
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these assays. In brief, cDNA probes using 5 ug each of T cell
RNA from CIR-gene modified blood lymphocytes, versus
fresh and cultured control lymphocytes, were synthesized
with biotin-16-UTP. Hybridization at 60° C. was carried out
in a hybridization chamber with constant rotation overnight.
After several washes, chemiluminescent detection was per-
formed at room temperature. A 1:10,000 dilution of alkaline
phosphatase-conjugated streptavidin was placed on the mem-
brane after a 40 minute blocking step. After several washes,
CDP-Star chemiluminescent substrate was added. The mem-
brane was placed between two transparencies, and developed
on X-ray film for 10 seconds. Data analysis of the image was
based on SuperArray software (Eisen Lab, LBNL, UCB, CA)
and GEArray Analyzer (SuperArray). Four gene chips were
used: human inflammatory cytokine and receptor, human
interleukin and receptor, human extracellular matrix and
adhesion molecules, human cytokines and receptors. Experi-
ments were repeated at least once. Gene expression values
were normalized to that of GAPDH and values from multiple
chips were averaged. CIR modified T-lymphocytes displayed
remarkably similar profiles of interleukin plus receptor
(Tables 5 and 6, minus=negative, W=weak, Y=strong expres-
sion) and chemokine plus receptor (Tables 7 and 8) as com-
pared to cultured T-lymphocytes without CIR gene modifica-
tion, consistent with the expectation that CIR gene
transduction did not substantially change the phenotypes nec-
essary for their immune functions. Furthermore, both gene-
modified T and NK92 cells expressed common chemokines
including RANTES, and a broad spectrum of interleukins
(e.g. IL4, table 4) and interleukin receptors (e.g. IL15R, table
6) with potential importance in amplifying the anti-tumor
response. In contrast to low/absent CCR7 (thereby allowing
T-cell to recirculate instead of docking in lymph nodes),
CCRS highly expressed for both 8H9s-scFv-CD28-C modi-
fied T and NK92 cells (Table 8). Since IL7 receptor was not
detected among either T-cells or NK92, while IL.15 receptor
was expressed by both, IL 15 may be useful for enhancing the
survival of CD8+ T-cells both in vitro and in vivo. Also of note
was the low level or absence of IL-2 and IFN-y when the cells
were harvested while off anti-idiotypic antibody.

Transduction of HSV1-tk into primary human T-cells
HSV1-tk is a therapeutic gene, a marker gene, as well as a
suicide gene. In order to examine the migration of genetically
altered antigen-specific T lymphocytes to tumors after adop-
tive transfer in vivo, we exploited the capacity of transduced
T cells expressing HSV-TK to selectively phosphorylate and
trap in cells and incorporate into DNA radiolabeled thymi-
dine analog 2'-fluoro-2' deoxy-1-D-arabinofuransyl-5-iodo-
uracil (FIAU) (FIG. 7). Gamma camera images and autorad-
iographs showed selective tumor localization of '*'I-FIAU-
labeled HSV1-tk-transduced EBV-specific, HLA-matched
allogeneic donor T cells in preclinical models, achieving
1-2% injected per gram of tumor, and tumor-to-normal tissue
activity ratio >100:1. In contrast to conventional cell labeling
methods which are non-selective; FIAU labeled only those
lymphocytes with the HSV1-tk transgene, yielding a highly
purified and highly target-specific lymphocyte population. In
addition, HSV1-tk transduced primary human PBLs were
sensitive to ganciclovir (0.01-0.1 uM) in vitro and in preclini-
cal models (20 mg/kg bidx7 days). The ability of EBV-spe-
cific HSV1-tk transduced T-cells to home and kill subcutane-
ous EBV lymphoma xenografts was completely removed by
ganciclovir treatment, thus allowing these gene-modified
T-cells to be safely removed when necessary.

The cell-level dosimetry of lymphocytes labeled by incu-
bation ex vivo with radioiodinated FIAU was critical since
['*'T)-FIAU could interfere with T cell function. In this
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model, the FIAU uptake (i.e. labeling) of the lymphocytes is
expressed as the accumulation ratio (AR=cpm per gram of
cells/cpm per ml of medium). The absorbed dose to the lym-
phocyte nucleus to reference (r) time T,, D, (T,), is calculated
as the sum of the medium (m)-to-nucleus (n) dose, D(n<—m),
and the nucleus-to-nucleus dose, D(n<—n). D(n<—m) was
equated with the mean non-penetrating (np) radiation (i.e. )
dose, D, ,, from radioiodine in the medium (assuming the
presence of the widely dispersed unit density cells would not
significantly perturb the electron flux and therefore the dose
from radioiodine otherwise uniformly distributed in the
medium) and D(n<—n) was calculated assuming instanta-
neous cell uptake of ['*'I]-FIAU and using the recently pub-
lished MIRD cell S factors.”?

D,(T,) = D(n «m)+ D(n < n) ~ Dy, + D(n < n)
=4, T'[Al,/ p+ S < n)-[A], - M-

r Ti+1
SAR;- f e/p
i=1 i

where

Ayp = 0.405 gm-rad/ uCi-hr for 31,

T* = time of incubation of the cells with *' [-FIAU ~ 2 hr,
T; = time from the start of the incubation in the ['*!]]-

FIAU-containing medium,

T, = reference time from the start of the incubation in the
[13!1]- FIAU- containing medium for which the

dose is calculated

=60 hr (typical in vivo imaging time post—injection),

[A],» = activity concentration in medium (¢Ci/ml),

p = mass density= 1 gm/ml for both medium and cells,

S(n « n) = the nucleus-to-nucleus S factor (i.e. dose per
unit cumulated activity

=1.43x 1077 rad/uCi-hr for ']

AR; = accumulation ratio at the time 7; from the start of the

incubationin the [“*![]- FIAU- containing medium

M, = mass of cell

=1x107 gm/cell as measured for T lymphocytes

A, =the physcial decay constant of radiociodine

=0.0036 hr! for 131,

Based on the forgoing dosimetry model and as presented
graphically in the FIG. 15, the lymphocyte nucleus absorbed
dose was calculated as a function of activity concentration in
the medium and the accumulation ratio. To study the effect on
T-cell function, [**'I]-labeled FIAU was incubated with
HSV1-tktransduced T cells at 11 Ci/mlat37° C.for40to 120
min in increasing activity concentrations of [**'T]-FIAU from
1.1 to 56 puCi/ml, washed and transferred to fresh ([**'I]-
FIAU-free) medium for 72 hr, and then used in a 51Cr-release
immune cytotoxicity assay (low effector:target cell ratio=5).
There was no demonstrable diminution in immune function
up to an absorbed dose (at the reference time of 60 hr) 0f 1,200
cGy. At greater doses (>1,900 cGy), there was a dose-depen-
dent decrease in immune function.

Radioactive gallium labeled somatostatin analogue
DOTA-DPhe'-Tyr*-octreotide (DOTATOC Table 9) for
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positron emission tomography imagine Radionuclide labeled
somatostatin analogues selectively target somatostatin recep-
tor (SSTR)-expressing tumors as a basis for diagnosis and
treatment of these tumors. Recently, a DOTA-functionalized
somatostatin analogue, DOTATOC has been developed. This
compound has been shown to be superior to the other soma-
tostatin analogues as indicated by its uniquely high tumor-to-
nontumor tissue ratio. DOTATOC can be labeled with a vari-
ety of radiometals including gallium radioisotopes. Gallium-
66 is a positron emitting radionuclide (T, ,,=9.5 hr; fy™=56%)
that can be produced in carrier free form by a low-beam
energy cyclotron. SSTR targeting characteristics of ®°Ga-
DOTATOC were studied in nude mice implanted with AR42]J
rat pancreas tumor, and compared with *’Ga- and **Ga-la-
beled DOTATOC. The labeling procedure gave labeling yield
ranged from 85-95% and radiochemical and chemical purity
was >95%. In-vitro competitive binding curves and in vivo
competitive displacement studies with an excess of unlabeled
peptide indicates that there is specific binding of the radioli-
gand to SSTR. Animal biodistribution data and serial micro-
PET™ images demonstrated rapid tumor uptake and rapid
clearance from the blood and all tissues except kidney. Maxi-
mum % ID/g values for tumor were 10.0+0.7, 13.2+2.1 and
9.8+1.5 for °*Ga-, ®’Ga-, and °*Ga-DOTATOC, respectively.
Calculated tumor, kidney and bone marrow doses for *°Ga-
DOTATOC based on biodistribution data were 178, 109 and
1.2 cGy/MBgq, respectively. **Ga labeled DOTATOC can be
used for PET diagnosis and quantitative imaging-based
dosimetry of SSTR positive tumors. *°Ga-DOTATOC may
also be used in higher doses for ablation of these tumors.
However, kidney is the critical organ for toxicity (tumor/
kidney ratio=1.64).>
Background and Statement of Work
Specific Aim 1: Comparison of marker genes for lymphoid
cells in ex vivo and in vivo labeling: HSV1-tk, Somatostatin
receptor subtype 2 (SSTR2) and hNIS

1.1 Herpes Simplex virus I thymidine kinase (HSV1-tk), In
vivo methods for monitoring gene-modified cells have
exploited the sensitivity of gamma-camera (SPECT) or PET
imaging to detect intravenous radiolabeled compounds that
localize to the products of transferred genes. These genes
include enzymes that metabolize drugs (Herpes Simplex
Virus-1 thymidine-kinase [HSV1-tk]), transport drugs across
cell membranes (sodium-iodide symporter [NIS]), and
ligand-binding surface receptors (type 2 somatostatin recep-
tor [SSTR2]°*?® and the type 2 dopamine receptor).””-"%
HSV1-tk gene transfer can be detected by both gamma and
PET imaging using radiolabeled prodrugs (e.g. **I-FIAU)
that become entrapped in the cell after phosphorylation by the
kinase *°7'°* Given the limitations of in vitro radiochemical
cell labeling, a marker gene that does not interfere with T-cell
function is critical for biodistribution studies of adoptively
transferred T-cells. Each of these three marker genes have
their merits and disadvantages.

HSV1-gk SSTR2 NIS
Human origin N Y Y
Substrate + +++ 4+
availability
Substrate + safe safe
safety record
PET capability Y Y Y
Suicide function Y N N
Cellular retention Y Y N
Distribution cytoplasmic membrane membrane
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HSV1-gk SSTR2 NIS
Tissue specificity Y tumors; thyroid/
some stomach/
normal salivary
tissues gland

Key advantages of HSV1-tk include its suicide function
and its specificity (i.e. not found in human solid tumors).
However, there are several limitations: (1) To label HSV1-tk-
gene modified lymphocytes in vivo may need high concen-
trations of FIAU is needed. The safety ofiodine-labeled FIAU
especially at high doses is unknown, while unlabeled FIAU
itself has been linked to severe hepatic toxicity in clinical
trials. (2) lodine-labeled FIAU requires special and expensive
radiochemistry, (3) Nuclear location of metabolized radiola-
beled FIAU can damage cellular DNA, limiting the absolute
amount of radioiodine per lymphocyte. (4) HSV1-tk is a
foreign protein, potentially antigenic and allergenic. (5)
HSV1-tkis anintracellular protein, the expression of which is
hard to quantitate in live cells. (6) Suicide with ganciclovir
requires cell division and can be compromised because of
HSV1-tk gene deletions.'**

1.2 Human type 2 somatostatin receptor (SSTR2)
SSTR2%+7¢ is a membrane receptor that can be imaged with
radiolabeled peptide ligands including **""Tc-P829 [Neo-
Tect, Amersham  Health, Princeton, N.J., FDA
approved],'®> '®8Rh-P829, *"Tc-P2045, and '''In-oct-
reotide [Mallinckrodt] which is FDA-approved for total body
imaging. We chose SSTR2 because it has been used exten-
sively in clinical imaging with readily available radiolabeled
ligands. In addition, a number of optimization strategy has
already been designed, including intravenous L-lysine to
reduce renal uptake. There are 6 SSTRs: types 1, 2A and 2B,
3, 4, and 5, all belonging to the 7-transmembrane domain
family of receptors associated with G-proteins. Human type 2
has high affinity for octreotide, types 1 and 4 have low
affinity,'°%!°” and types 3 and 5 have intermediate affin-
ity.*°%11° Types 2A and 2B are alternate splice variants where
type 2A has a longer intra-cytoplasmic carboxy terminus than
type 2B. SSTR2 expression has been reported in human lym-
phoid and leukemia cell lines, human peripheral blood lym-
phocytes especially when activated with PHA.'*! SSTR2 is
the dominant receptor subtype expressed by inflammatory
cells including T-cells.''* Somatostatin and its analogs spe-
cific for SSTR2 enhance adhesion of T-cells to fibronectn.**?
111ln-pentetreotide (octreotide) was used for predicting
impending cardiac allograft rejection before endomyocardial
biopsy becomes positive.!'* The inhibitory effect of soma-
tostatin on lymphocyte proliferation’'” is mediated by SSTR-
5.''% When a panel of octreotide ligands were screened for
their binding affinity and specificity (Table 9), Gallium
labeled-DOTATOC was chosen for our studies because of its
high affinity and specificity towards SSTR2 preferentially
over SSTRS which can interfere with the proliferation of
gene-modified T lymphocytes.

1.3 Na*/I~ Symporter (NIS) Both rat and human NIS; a
membrane-bound glycoprotein which is responsible for the
thyroid gland’s ability to concentrate iodide up to 40-fold
with respect to plasma, was recently cloned,””''® and its
genomic structure analyzed.''® hNIS has 643 amino acid and
a proposed secondary structure containing 13 transmembrane
helices. NIS was upregulated with trans-retinoic acid in
breast cancer cell line MCF7.'*° Prostate cell lines trans-
fected with hNIS linked to a PSA promoter became sensitive
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to radioiodine therapy.'*'**?, Adenovirus-mediated" > or ret-
rovirus-mediated'** transfer of rat NIS into human carcinoma
lines and human glioma cell lines*** enabled rapid perchlor-
ate-sensitive radioiodine uptake, in some cases to >200 fold.
Xenografted tumors injected intratumorally with this aden-
ovirus became iodine-avid accumulating 11% ID/gm. Pros-
tate cancer (LNCaP) transfected ex vivo with the hNIS
retained 25-30% of the total radioiodine with a biologic half-
life of 45 h (30-60 h) and produced tumor shrinkage.'* The
slow efflux of iodide from NIS transduced cells can be partly
explained by their lack of the efflux pump pendrin,'?%:'27
found exclusively in the thyroid but not other normal tissues.

Advantages and limitations of SSTR2 and hNIS to track
T-cells are several fold. (1) Their radioligands are commer-
cially available and inexpensive. (2) The safety and toxicities
of the ligands are well known. (3) The bound ligands, unlike
nucleotides, do not persist in DNA. (4) If transduced into
T-cells, both hNIS and SSTR2 are human-derived and less
likely to be antigenic or allergenic. (5) Clinical pharmacoki-
netics of the radioligands are well characterized, (6) SSTR2
and hNIS are surface proteins easily monitored with fluores-
cent or radiolabeled peptides or monoclonal antibodies,
allowing high expressors to be potentially enriched by affinity
column or flow cytometry. (7) Since it is naturally expressed
by some activated T-lymphocytes, SSTR2 appears compat-
ible with normal T-cell biology.

Neither NK92 nor CIR-gene modified T-cells expressed
SSTR2 or showed spontaneous uptake of '''In-Octreotide;
thus SSTR2 gene transduction is necessary for imaging pur-
poses. Surface receptor SSTR2 versus enzyme HSV1-tk
approach have recently been compared in vitro and in vivo.
Although uptake was equally good in vitro, in vivo imaging
with HSV1-tk appeared inferior to SSTR2.°® We expect
radiometal labeled peptides to be rapidly endocytosed follow-
ing binding to SSTR2, and become trapped intracellularly,
unlike radioiodine which is metabolized and released. One
major disadvantage of SSTR2 is its presence in a large spec-
trum of neuroendocrine tumors; here T-cell trafficking and
tumors may not be easily distinguishable. Nevertheless, most
sarcomas'?® and high risk (in contrast to low risk) neuroblas-
toma'?® have low expression of SSTR2. hNIS has a clear
advantage over SSTR2 since few tumors except thyroid and
possibly breast cancers express this protein. Although NIS
can be transfected into human cells to express functional
protein, the cellular consequences of the ectopic ion channel
or iodine accrual on the human lymphocytes are unknown.
There is also the concern on the membrane trafficking of the
symporter. Although the leader sequence in the pVector
would enhance membrane localization of the transgene, the
rate of symporter turnover could affect the amount of radio-
iodine uptake. The efflux of iodide and consequently the short
cellular halflife can also be a limitation, especially if repeated
imaging studies are needed. Nevertheless, this is a surmount-
able issue since radioactive iodine can always be readminis-
tered. Ironically this efflux could be an advantage, since
radioactive iodide is rapidly excreted and less likely to dam-
age lymphocyte function. It is conceivable that if retention of
the iodide is needed, NK92 line can first be transfected with
thyroid peroxidase enzyme to ensure organification.’*° One
unique advantage of HSV1-tk is its suicide function that kills
transduced cells in the presence of ganciclovir. Nevertheless,
hNIS-transduced lymphocytes can potentially be killed by
high dose of **'I or '2*I, as demonstrated in NIS-gene modi-
fied tumor cell lines'°*212° and the thyroid gland.
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General Plan of Work:
Comparison of HSV1-tk, hNIS and SSTR2 in gene mark-
ing of cloned killer lymphocytes

Marker Ligand or subsgtrate
Gene Gamma PET
HSV1-tk 1311 _p1AU 1241 _FIAU
hNIS 1317 1241
111 68
SSTR2 In- DOTATOC Ga-DOTATOC

or ¢’Ga-DOTATOC

NK92 is a cloned killer cell line with well established
characteristics (see Progress Report). EGFP (green fluores-
cence protein) was previously transduced into these cell lines
and cloned, now used as our indicator line. Gene transduction
will be carried out in two separate steps. First we use pDisplay
vector from Invitrogen (Carlsbad, Calif.) to transduce either
the SSTR2 or hNIS into NKO92 cells as previously
described.”® A light chain 5' Igk leader sequence for mem-
brane localization plus a hemagglutinin (HA) tag will be
inserted upstream of the SSTR2 and hNIS genes.'*!132 A
stop codon will also be introduced into the 3' end to prevent
expression in addition to the carboxy-terminal tail of SSTR2
or hNIS.**? Since the binding domain for somatostatin is in
the carboxyl end of SSTR2 between domains III and VII,
amino terminal tag is not expected to interfere with receptor
internalization.'** Full length SSTR2 cDNA (type A)'** was
obtained from Dr. S Dorosio, U. of Iowa. Full length hNIS
c¢DNA (2335 bp) was kindly provided by Dr. S. Jhiang of
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. Using anti-HA anti-
body (pDisplay vector), high expressors will be selected by
affinity chromatography or cell sorting, and cloned in vitro.
HSV1-tk was previously successfully transduced into NK92
using a discistronic vector, and selected with NGF (low affin-
ity receptor) (see Progress Report). We have shown that
NK92 can undergo multiple gene transductions and cloned
without loosing its in vitro growth and cytotoxicity proper-
ties.

Specific Methods:

Saturation binding studies with °%°7/%3Ga-DOTATOC
Fresh cell membrane suspension (50 ug) on ice in 10 mM
HEPES (pH 7.6, 20 pg/mL bacitracin, 5 mM MgCl, pH 7.6)
is mixed in triplicates with increasing concentrations of *’Ga-
DOTATOC (5 pM-5 nM) either with or without 1 uM oct-
reotide. The mixtures are placed on an orbital shaker for 45
minutes at room temperature before being diluted with 1 mL
ofice cold saline buffer (150 mM NaCl, 10 mM Tris pH 7.4).
The suspension is then rapidly (with vacuum) filtered over
glass fibre filters (Whatman GF/C, presoaked in 1% BSA)
and the tubes washed twice with ice cold saline (2x4 mL). The
glass fiber filters were then removed before being counted
with an automatic Nal(T1) counter. For each data point, trip-
licates were performed. Specific binding is defined at the total
binding minus the non-specific binding (i.e. in the presence of
1 uM octreotide). The data is then analyzed by saturation
curve analysis. An analogous method was previously used to
determine the binding affinity of DOTATOC for individual
SSTRs expressed by transfected CHO cells (Table 9).

Kinetics of [°9°7%Ga]-DOTATOC uptake and cellular
dosimetry of indicator killer line NK92 SSTR2 gene modified
lymphoid cells will be incubated in the presence of
[69/¢7/%8Ga]-DOTATOC. Following incubation, cells will be
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washed twice with ice-cold medium and radioactivity mea-
sured in a y-counter, and normalized to cell number. The
human neuroblastoma cell line SKNSH transfected with
hSSTR2 (kindly provided by Dr. S. Dorosio of U. of Iowa, 1A)
is used as a positive control. The time-dependent activity
concentration in the cells will be calculated. To study cellular
damage on NK92 or T-lymphocytes, cells are labeled by
incubation for 2 hr with increasing radioligand concentra-
tions, washed and transferred to fresh nonradioactive medium
for 72 hr, and an aliquot tested in vitro for cytotoxicity in
3!Cr-release (at low E:T ratio) and IFN-(production. The rest
of'the NK92 are grown in fresh medium for 3 days, and their
cell viability and cell number assayed. We want to confirm
our previous results that cellular viability and immune func-
tion are not affected at absorbed doses (at 60 hr) of <=1,200
¢Gy. In addition to checking for immune functions, we will
also establish a dose response curve for the level of radioac-
tivity uptake and inhibition of lymphocyte proliferative
capacity in a standard MTT assay.

Internalization and shedding of [**°”/%®*Ga]-DOTATOC
following SSTR2 receptor binding Internalization studies
will be carried out using a modification of previously pub-
lished methods.*** Following [°9®7/°®Ga]-DOTATOC bind-
ing at 4° C. (on ice) and unbound ligands removed by wash-
ing, cells are incubated at 0° C. or 37° C. for various time
periods. Free ligand in the supernatant and PBS wash are
counted in a y-counter. Remaining [°¥°”/**Ga]-DOTATOC
on the cell surface are acid stripped by incubation with a
buffer containing 0.05 M glycine HCl and 0.05 M acetic acid
(pH 2.8-3) and 150 mmol NaCl for 5 min at 0° C.*3* The
fraction of internalized ligand is calculated from the remain-
ing radioactivity divided by the initially bound radioactivity.

Total cpm=free+acid-stripped-+internalized
Cell bound=acid-stripped+internalized

% internalized=100*internalized/total cpm
% cell bound=100*cell bound/total cpm

% free=100*free/total cpm

66/67/68Ga Labeling of DOTATOC®®Ga is produced by the
cyclotron on site at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.
%’Ga is commercially available. Five microliters of carrier-
free ’Ga (930 mCi/mL, 0.05 M HC1) is added to 40 HL 0f 0.3
mM NH,OAc (pH 7) and 4 pL of 1 mM DOTATOC. The
reaction mixture is placed in a water bath at 100° C. for 15
minutes before a 1 pl portion is removed and diluted to 2 mLL
with 4 mM DTPA (pH 4.0). Fifty microliters of this solution
is then analyzed by HPLC using C18 column (4 pm, 3.9x150
mm) and an eluant of 1.2 mL/min 20 mM NH_,OAc (pH 4),
0-60% acetonitrile gradient over 15 minutes. Typically incor-
poration rates are in excess of 99.5%.

%%Ga s eluted from a SnO, based °*Ga/**Ge generator in 5
ml of 1 M HCI. The concentration of HCl is increased to 5 M
and the solution extracted with 2x1.5 mL diisopropy] ether.
The ether fractions are pooled and evaporated under a stream
of nitrogen. The concentrated *Ga (3-4 mCi) is then dis-
solved in 50 pl, 0f 0.3 M NH,OAc and added to 3 pL. of 1 mM
DOTATOC. The mixture is heated at 100° C. before a 1 pl.
portion is removed and diluted to 1 mL with 4 mM DTPA (pH
4.0). The diluted solution is spotted onto two 10x1 cm ITLC-
SG strips and developed in either 4 mM DTPA (pH 4.0) or 1
M NH,OAC (pH7, 50% MeOH). In the pH4 TLC system the
%8Ga-DOTATOC remains at the origin with any colloidal
%8Ga(OH), and *®*Ga-DTPA migrates with the solvent front.
In the pH7 system, colloidal °*Ga(OH), remains at the origin
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and *®*Ga-DOTATOC and **Ga-DTPA move with the solvent
front. Typically incorporation rates are in excess of 99.5%.

Kinetics of radioiodide uptake in NIS transfected cells and
cellular dosimetry of NK92 hNIS Gene modified NK92 and
T-lymphocytes will be incubated in the presence of carrier-
free Na'?°T (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech) and 10 uM Nal
(to give a specific activity of 20 mCi/mmol), with or without
30 uM KClIO,. Following incubation, cells are washed twice
with ice-cold medium and radioactivity measured in a
y-counter, and normalized to cell number. The rat thyroid cell
line FRTL-5 (from ATCC) is used as a positive control. [**'1]-
labeled labeled FIAU is incubated with HSV1-tk-transduced-
NKO92. The time-dependent activity concentration in the cells
will be expressed as the accumulation ratio (see Progress
Report). Next, the NK92 cells or lymphocytes are labeled by
incubation for 2 hr with increasing radioligand concentra-
tions, washed and transferred to fresh nonradioactive medium
for 72 hr, and an aliquot then used in a *'Cr-release immune
cytotoxicity assay (at low E:T ratio). Another aliquot will be
allowed to propagate in fresh medium for 3 days, and their
cell viability and cell number measured. We will confirm our
previous results that cellular viability and immune function
are not affected at absorbed dose (at 60 hr) of at least 1,200
cQGy. Since iodide is not sequestered in the nucleus, we expect
the maximum tolerated dose to be higher for hNIS, which
should improve scintigraphic imaging in vivo. A dose
response curve for cytotoxicity will be constructed.

Iodide efflux assay The dose-dependent release of activity
from NK92 or lymphocytes will also be evaluated as a func-
tion of post-labeling time. At various time after the incubation
of the effector cells in **'1 containing medium and transfer-
ring to [**'T]-free medium, the activity remaining in the cells
and leaking into the medium are assayed. The content of '**]
in the supernatant is measured by y-counter. After the last time
point, the cells are extracted with 400 pl ethanol to count
residual radioactivity. The rat cell line FRTL-5 is used as a
positive control.

Western Blot analysis Postnuclear membrane fractions
will be prepared and western blot analysis performed using a
rabbit anti-SSTR2 antibody (BioTrend, Chemicals, Destin,
Fla.), using a murine monoclonal anti-NIS antibody (kindly
provided by Dr. J. Struck of Brahms, Berlin, Germany), or
anti-HSV1-tk antibody (Dr. Tjuvajev, MSKCC, NY) and
horseradish peroxidase-conjugated anti-mouse IgG (Jackson
Research Laboratories), and signal visualized by chemilumi-
nescence. Quantitative analysis is performed using the NIH
IMAGE program (http://rsb.info.nih.gov/nih-image/).

FACS analysis Cells expressing the HA-tagged SSTR2 can
be monitored with anti-HA antibody (12CAS, Boerhinger-
Mannheim, Indianapolis, Ind., or HB-66, ATCC, Rockville,
Md.) or rabbit anti-SSTR antibody (Santa Cruz Biotechnol-
ogy, Santa Cruz, Calif.). Cells expressing SSTR2 are first
reacted with specific antibody or IgG control, washed and
then reacted with FITC-goat anti-rabbit (if primary antibody
is rabbit) or FITC-goat anti-mouse (if primary antibody is
mouse monoclonal) affinity purified antibody (Jackson). Pro-
pidium iodide (10 pg/ml) is used to mark damaged cells, and
excluded from the analysis. SKNSH neuroblastoma cell line
will be used as the positive control for SSTR2 expression. The
fluorescence of 5000-10000 cells/tube is assayed using the
FACSCalibur cytofluorometer (Becton Dickinson). Cells
expressing HA tag can be monitored with anti-HA antibody.
Alternatively, hNIS without HA can be monitored with the
MoAb from Brahms, Germany.

Quantitative measurement of T-cells in tissue sections In
order to determine quantitatively the number of lymphocytes
trafficking to the tumor site, we plan to perform 2 kinds of
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experiments: (1) extracting single cells from tumors and (2)
by radiotracer technique. Single cell suspensions are pre-
pared from a known weight of tumor using collagenase
enzyme mixtures. After ficoll-gradient to remove debris and
dead cells, the number of gene-marked lymphocytes are
quantitated by flow cytometry using EGFP (NK92 only),
anti-idiotypic antibody and marker-gene specific antibodies:
anti-HA (for SSTR2), anti-hNIS, and anti-NGFR(HSV1-tk)
antibodies. To avoid collagenase/protease modification of
surface proteins fresh frozen tissue sections will also be ana-
lyzed by direct fluorescence (EGFP, NK92), or indirect
immunofluorescene using specific antibodies. The relation-
ship between cell dose injected and the number of T-cells/gm
of tumor will be determined. Quantitative autoradiography
can also be performed although they need to be correlated
with histology. For cells carrying HSV1-tk gene, they can be
labeled with '*'I-FIAU, or SSTR2 gene with '*'In or ®’Ga-
DOTATOC, and hNIS labeled with '** for radiotracer experi-
ments.

Imaging and quantitative measurement of tumor infiltrat-
ing T-cells SCID mice xenografted with human tumors are
injected i.p. with 2 ml of 0.9% Nal solution to block thyroid
uptake of radioactive iodide. Gamma camera imaging and
SPECT are performed with a dual-headed ADAC Genesys
gamma camera (ADAC, Milpitas, Calif.) equipped with a
HEHR collimator. Sequential images are obtained at 1, 4,
18-24 h after cell injection. PET images can provide highly
accurate quantitation of radiolabeled cell distribution within
the body. The PET protocol consists of scanning at 1, 4, 18 hr
post infusion. For ex vivo labeling °°Ga-DOTAOTC
(T-%=9.5h) or ***1 can be used. For in vivo labeling, shorter
half life isotope such as ®*Ga (T-Y=68 min) will also be
tested. Images will be reconstructed and attenuation cor-
rected. Transaxial and sagittal slices will be studied in order to
ascertain the uniformity of the radiolabel distribution. With
micro CT fusion, for each time point, the specific activity of
isotope per volume plotted over time can be calculated. Time
activity graphs will be decay corrected for isotope in order to
obtain a biological clearance curve.

Cell labeling in vivo after homing to tumor sites To test the
concept of imaging scFv-CIR modified lymphocytes, ani-
mals are treated with Nal i.p. to block the thyroid uptake.
No-carrier-added *'1,'**1 (for hNIS),"*'I-FIAU or "*“I-
FIAU (for HSV1-tk) and *''In-DOTATOC or °¥¢7%%Ga-
DOTATOC will be injected iv at 24 h, 48 h, or 72 h after T-cell
injection, depending on when the maximal homing occurs
from biodistribution experiments. Tumors in mice will be
imaged by gamma (planar or SPECT) or PET where appro-
priate. Biodistribution studies at various time points will be
done by tissue counting. Tissues will also be analyzed (direct
and indirect fluorescence plus QAR.

Retroviral dicistronic construct Although imaging gene
and CIR can be separately introduced into established killer
lines like NK92, for primary human T-cells, both marker and
CIR genes have to be transduced simultaneously. We utilize
the bicistronic vector that contains the CIR, internal ribosome
entry-site sequence (IRES), and SSTR2 or hNIS or HSV1-tk.
Both SSTR2 and hNIS genes (with their leader or tag
sequences from the pDisplay vector from Invitrogen, Carls-
bad, Calif.) are first PCR amplified with appropriate primers
(to make Sall-SSTR2-NotI) to swap with HSV1-tk in pIRES.
Zeta chain will be inserted into MCS of pIRES using the
fragment Xhol-zeta-Mlul. After digestion with Xhol and
Notl, the T-IRES-HSV1-tk is swapped with T-chain in the
scFv-CD28-C construct using Xhol and blunt end ligation.

Anti-idiotype enrichment of viral producer line by cell
sorting Building on initial successes with anti-idiotype
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enrichment of producer line, we will FACS sort the producer
line to clone out the brightest 0.1% (following surface stain-
ing of producer line with anti-idiotypic antibody). This sort-
ing can be repeated until there is no added improvement in
mean fluorescence. The producer line is then subcloned using
NKO92 as indicator cells, and screened for scFv, SSTR2 (using
anti-HA antibody) or hNIS (using anti-HA or MoAb specific
for hNIS) gene expression by flow cytometry. Subcloning is
repeated until a stable clonal producer line is obtained. The
most efficient producer clone is selected for cell banking. We
plan to use NK92 instead of K562 as indicator line because
NKO92 is relatively easy to transfect and clone and has great
clinical potential. Previously we used centrifugation to effect
viral attachment and infection of human lymphocytes (see
Progress Report). We plan to further improve the efficiency of
retroviral infection by using fibronectin fragment CH-296
(Takara Shuzo, Otsu, Japan), to augment gene transfer by
interaction between VLA-4 on T-lymphocytes and FN adhe-
sionsite CS-1,"% in conjunction with centrifugation.'*”-'** In
those reports, gene transduction increased from 12% to 18%
with centrifugation and to 24% when centrifugation plus
fibronectin was used.'*® The kinetics of surface SSTR2
expression and cytoplasmic HSV1-tk expression will be
monitored. Day 40 scFv-modified lymphocytes will be ana-
lyzed for CD4 CDS8, CD56, scFv, SSTR2 (or HSV1-tk)
expression. After further expansion in culture, they will be
analyzed for their iodine uptake and efflux. Protein expres-
sion can be confirmed by western blot and mRNA by Tagman
quantitative RT-PCR**° based on the known genomic/cDNA
structure of SSTR2 and the fusion sequence of scFv-CD28-C.
Gene copy number based on quantitative PCR method will
also be used as previously described.'*

Statistical analysis. Data are expressed as the mean+SEM.
Statistical significance of differences is determined by con-
ducting a paired Student’s t-test.

Results In picking the winner (HSV1-tk, SSTR2, hNIS),
the following criteria will be used:

1. maximal specific activity without damaging cellular func-
tion

2. maximal half-life (retention within cell)

3. maximal % ID/gm of ex vivo labeled lymphoid cells at 24
and 72 hours in tumor xenograft versus normal organs (liver,
spleen and lung); for NK92 which grows as sc xenograft in
SCID mice. Also considered is maximal % ID/gm of intrave-
nous radiolabeled DOTATOC, radioiodine or radioiodinated
FIAU.

HSV1-tk (~1 kp) gene transduction using IRES vector and
its expression in human T-cells are now routine.**" Although
both hNIS (~2 kp) and SSTR2 have been transduced by
retroviral vector into mammalian cells, efficiency of the IRES
construct can vary. It is conceivable that the efficiency of gene
transfer and gene expression could also vary between cloned
line NK92 and primary human T lymphocytes. We plan to
quantitate the gene copy number by real time PCR, mRNA by
RT-PCR and correlate them with protein expression by flow
cytometry and western blots. In vivo biodistribution of gene-
modified NK92 cells and lymphocytes will be verified using
immunostaining of mouse tissues and tumors employing
biotinylated anti-idiotypic reagents. Alternatively, quantity of
human lymphocytes in mouse tissues can also be measured by
sensitive real time PCR (of transduced genes) as well as
RT-PCR for mRNA using mouse 3-actin and mouse GAPDH,
respectively, to calculate relative copy number. We also plan
to validate in vivo cell-imaging studies using radiolabeled
anti-idiotypic reagents. Although anti-idiotypic reagents
offer another alternative to marker genes for imaging T-cells,
these reagents are not widely available as octreotide (already
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licensed by the FDA for total body imaging) and could be
difficult to implement clinically.

In adoptive cell therapies, gene-marking allows precise
evaluation of the quantity and persistence of these cells in
vivo, as well as their distribution and function within tis-
sues.'*? Instudies of T cell therapy, this is of particular impor-
tance since many infused cells will undergo activation-in-
duced death in vivo. '** or immune elimination of gene-
modified cells may occur, especially following repeated
injections."** The development of sensitive, accurate and
reproducible methods to quantify gene-marked cells in
peripheral blood and tissues are essential for defining the
long-term fate of transferred cells. Such pharmacokinetic
information is crucial if understanding and optimization are
to be pursued. We want to take advantage of instrumentation
and software developed for SPECT and PET/micro-PET
imaging. These tools will give unprecedented precision and
dynamic information in future patient trials.

Specific Aim 2 Pretargeting of CD4+ T-Cells to Improve
Adoptive Cell Therapy

The fate of CIR gene-modified T-cells in vivo remains
unknown in most cases. Influx of inflammatory cells follow-
ing local increase in vascular permeability during comple-
ment activation and release of anaphylatoxins is well known.
An active process of recruitment may be equally if not more
important in cellular immunity. The importance of recruit-
ment by CD4+ T cells, chemokines and cytokines, as well as
the myriad of adhesion molecules involved in lymphocyte
rolling, adhesion, diapedesis, and movement within the tumor
microenvironment have been previously emphasized.'** Dis-
tinct roles for Th1 and Th2 for tumor eradication in vivo have
recently been proposed. '*° While Th1 cells induce a marked
lymphocyte infiltration into the tumor mass and eradicate
tumor mass via cellular immunity and memory CTL, Th2
cells induce inflammatory responses and tumor necrosis
through IL-4 recruitment of eosinophils and neutrophils. Thl
cells express high levels of P-selectin, and exhibit strong
LFA-1/ICAM-1 dependent cell-cell interactions and Th2
cells interact with extracellular matrix through the integrins.
Thl cells are probably the lymphocytes responding actively
to tumor cells and producing cytokines, which in turn recruit
other effector cells including CD8+ T cells, NKT or NK cells
into the tumor tissue. In contrast, Th2 cells, unable to enter
tumor tissue because of their defect of adhesion, may accu-
mulate on the endothelium and induce tumor necrosis via
TNF-0 and/or release of reactive oxygen intermediates from
eosinophils and macrophages to damage tumor vessels.

T cells homing depends on chemokines and receptors,
clearly illustrated in allograft and graft rejection models.**”
CCR4, CXCR3, CCRS, and CCR7 are some of the key
chemokine receptors for T-cell trafficking. CCR4 is the major
trafficking receptor for systemic memory T cells. A pivotal
role for CCRS in T-cell migration to tumor sites induced by
interleukin 12 treatment was recently reported. '*®* CXCR3 is
present on activated lymphocytes including CTL and NK
cells."*® Thl cytokines and CXC3 chemokines can direct
infiltration of adoptively transferred CD8+ T cells into the
tumor site. CCR7, the lymph node-homing receptor, is
expressed on CD4+ or CD84+ mature T cells. This is important
since metastatic solid tumors often spread to marrow, bone,
lung and liver. CCR7 downregulation may permit these cells
to home to nonlymphoid metastastic sites. T-cells also play an
important role in recruitment by using chemokines. RANTES
enhances Th1 and CD8+CTL responses,'>° while CTLs can
in turn release IL-8, MIP, RANTES, and IP-10.'%!
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General Plan of Work:

Enrichment of CD4+ T-cells. In order to prepare sufficient
numbers of T-cells for in vivo biodistribution studies, cultured
CIR-gene modified T-cells (>95% scFv positive) will be puri-
fied into CD4+ and CD8+ populations by affinity chromatog-
raphy using MiniMac System (Miltenyi).

Homing studies on separated CD4+ and CD8+ popula-
tions. Following CIR transduction and affinity purification,
CD4+ cells will be checked by flow cytometry for surface
phenotype and cytoplasmic cytokines, plus gene expression
by microarrays. In addition, their antigen specific immune
function will be checked in ELISPOT assays (IFN-y). CD8+
cells will be analyzed likewise and their cytotoxicity con-
firmed in >'Cr release assay. The misdistribution of [CIR+
imaging]-gene modified CD4+ and CD8+ T-cells will be
studied in mice with and without tumor xenografts. PET will
be used for imaging and quantitative dosimetry. At specific
time points, mice will undergo necropsy and tissues harvested
for gamma counting. CD4+ T-cells with CIR but no imaging
gene will also be tested in the pretargeting model. Indicator
cells (both NK92 and T-lymphocytes) carrying the imaging
gene, with or without CIR, will be tested for their homing
response to pretargeted CD4+ T-cells either by (1) radiola-
beling in vitro before administration iv, or (2) radiolabeling in
vivo after they have had time to home to the tumor sites.

Quantitation by PET will be validated with tissue extrac-
tion and analysis by flow cytometry (quantitation of scFv+
cells). Here, single cell suspensions will be prepared from
tumors and organs (blood, spleen, liver, and lymph nodes) by
mechanical disruption and coarse filtering. Live cells will be
marked by propidium iodide and their CD3, scFv, CD4 and
CD8 expression quantified. Tumor cells will be marked with
anti-gp58 (MoAb 8H9) or anti-GD2 (MoAb 3F8) antibodies.
Number of T cells will be expressed as percent of total cells
and per gram tumor or tissue weight for comparisons. In
addition, total DNA and RNA will also be tested for scFv gene
copy number and scFv transcript number using PCR and
RTPCR, and normalized to mouse J-actin and mouse
GAPDH, respectively. Again these will provide independent
validation for the quantitation techniques described above.
Specific Methods:

Phenotypic characterization In addition to gene array
analysis (chemokine and receptors, interleukin and receptors)
on the CD4+ and CD8+ cells, their surface and cytoplasmic
phenotype will also be studied by FACS analysis at select
time points during in vitro culture. These markers include
CD4, CD8, CD25, CD45RO, CD69, VLA-4, LFA-1a, LFA-
1-b, L-selectin, CCR4, CCR5, CXCR3, CRTH2, CCR7,
cytoplasmic granzyme B, IL-2, IL-4, and IFN-(. Specific
antibodies are obtained from the NIH AIDS Resource Pro-
gram as well from commercial sources: anti-CCR3 (R&D
systems, Minneapolis, Minn.), anti-CXCR3 (R&D), anti-
CCRS5 (Pharmingen, San Diego, Calif.), anti-CCR4 (Dr.
Chantry, Icos Corporation, Bothell, Wash.) and anti-CCR7
(Pharmingen). Four color fluorescence will be performed:
APC-anti-CD3, PerCP-anti-CD8, FITC-2E9 (anti-idiotype)
and PE-antibody (specific for adhesion molecules, cytokines,
and chemokine receptors). Appropriate controls will be
included for channel compensation.

Intracellular cytokine expression For the detection of cyto-
plasmic cytokines, cells are first cultured in the presence of
brefeldin A (Sigma), stained with PerCP-anti-CD4 MoAb,
fixed with 4% paraformaldehyde, and treated with permeabi-
lizing solution (50 mM NaCl, 5 mM EDTA, 0.02% NaN3,
0.5% Triton X-100, pH 7.5) before staining with PE-conju-
gated anti-IL4, and FITC conjugated anti-IFN-g for 45 min
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on ice. The percentage of cells expressing cytoplasmic 1L-4
(Th2) or IFN-((Th1) is determined by flow cytometry.

Results We test the hypothesis that pretargeting of CD4+
T-cells can increase the homing efficiency of subsequent
injections of NK cells and lymphocytes. Although NK92 is
used as an indicator cell in our experiments, their broad anti-
tumor activity and preliminary clinical applications are
encouraging evidence of its clinical utility. Since the current
limitation of adoptive cell therapy using killer cell lines like
NKO92 remains suboptimal in efficiency in tumor targeting,
the ability of CD4+ T-cells to facilitate this tumor-homing
property can potentially improve their anti-tumor efficacy,
which we will test in xenografted SCID mice. Our studies will
also attempt to characterize the ability of CD4+ T cells
(armed with CIR) to recruit untargeted NK cells and untar-
geted T-lymphocytes (i.e. without CIR), and if this recruit-
ment translates into significant anti-tumor effect. It is also
possible that other human white cell populations as well as
stem cells can be studied in this homing model. Although the
SCID mice provide a model to test human T-cell homing, it
has inherent limitations. For example, tumor stroma is mostly
mouse-derived, not made up of human stromal cells, and thus
are missing certain chemokines and cytokines that can posi-
tively or negatively modulate the T-cell homing properties. In
addition, SCID xenografts are generally made up of mouse-
derived vasculature, and as such will not interact with human
lymphocytes or inflammatory cells in a physiological manner.
Nevertheless, these tests will allow us to validate the imaging
gene technique especially when applied in quantitative PET
imaging of gene-modified T-cells. A noninvasive technique to
quantitate lymphocyte trafficking will undoubtedly require
much further refinement, and likely necessitates using human
patients. Positive results from these studies will provide the
rationale for further developments in their clinical translation.

Interpretations and implications The biology of chemokine
receptors and adhesion molecules in directing T cell traffic is
a rapidly advancing field. As the science of cytotherapy
becomes more sophisticated, purer subpopulations of lym-
phocytes with defined functions will become available for in
vivo studies. Understanding the cellular cascade in orches-
trating tumor targeting will provide crucial information for
diagnostic and therapeutic manipulations. Reliable methods
to trace label these cells without damaging their cellular func-
tion are still technologic gaps in cytotherapy.

Specific Aim 3 Improving Tumor Homing and Tumor Cyto-
toxicity by Using Professional T-Lymphocytes (CTL) and
NKO92 for CIR Gene-Modification

General Plan of Work:

In both specific aims 1 and 2, we propose to use NK92 as
our indicator line. NK91 is a cloned professional NK killer
cell line. They have potential clinical utility in adoptive cell
therapy in early human trials. Antigen specific CTLs, when
highly enriched, are also efficient killing machines ideal for
adoptive cell therapy. More importantly, these enrichment
steps can also remove substantial numbers of alloreactive T
cells, such that allogeneic CTLs may be safe to use. This is
particularly relevant when one considers the paucity of
healthy T cells in patients after intensive chemotherapy avail-
able for gene-modification. EBV-specific T cells can be
selected early after in vitro sensitization, while alloreactive T
cells are substantially depleted by this approach,®® enriching
the auto/allo ratio by 39-fold. Indeed these EBV-specific T
cells can be continually boosted periodically with EBV-in-
fected cells in vitro, and maintain their ability to home to and
kill specifically EBV-lymphomas in vivo.'*! The specificity
of'these CTLs is exquisite, since allogeneic EBV-lymphomas
are not killed.
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Viral antigen-specific T cells have been successfully used
in adoptive therapies in patients.>>->*> Adoptively transferred
donor-derived EBV-specific T cells can effectively eliminate
B-cell proliferative disorders in the post-transplant period: a
dramatic proof of principle for adoptive T-cell approach in
cancer therapy, emphasizing their efficacy and relative
safety.>>?>2> When genetically tagged with the neomycin
resistance gene using a retroviral vector,>° these CTLs can be
shown to last for up to 18 months.?> The persistence of these
EBV-specific CTLs probably reflects a continual antigenic
challenge from dormant EBV virus residing in the body after
primary infection. Recently, Rossig et al have shown that
these CTLs can be gene modified with scFv-CIR.">* We have
also demonstrated that complex scFv-CD28-. chimeric gene
can be transduced into these CTLs whereupon continual
clonal expansion>10° fold for many months (Progress
Report).

We propose to arm EBV-specific professional CTLs with
scFv-CIR. As CTLs they are effective and safe, both in vitro
and in vivo. They can be gene-modified using retrovirus. They
mount effective amnanestic CTL response. And most impor-
tantly, using rapid in vitro selection,®® alloreactivity can be
eliminated. This approach will enable allogeneic CTLs to be
used for scFv-based T cell therapy. EBV-specific CTLs from
designated normal donors will greatly increase the efficacy
and success of gene-modified T cells. More importantly, there
is no chance of contamination by tumor cells if allogeneic T
cells are used.

Specific Methods:

Production and culture of EBV-lymphoblastic cell lines
PBMCs at a concentration of 1x10%/mL will be incubated for
24 hours after isolation by Ficoll-Hypaque density centrifu-
gation with the EBV containing supernatant of the marmoset
cell line 95-8 in the presence of 0.5 ug phytohemagglutinin
(PHA)-16 (Murex-Diagnostik, Norcross, Ga.) in RPMI 1640
(GIBCO, Life Technologies, Grand Island, N.Y.), 10% heat-
inactivated fetal calf serum (FCS), 10 U/mL penicillin, 10
ug/mL streptomycin, and 1% L-glutamine. After 24 hours,
cells are washed and recultured in EBV-containing medium
without PHA in 24-well plates at a concentration of 1x105/
mL. Cells are then fed fresh RPMI 1640 with 10% FCS,
L-glutamine, penicillin, and streptomycin twice a week and
expanded according to the growth and cell number. The cells
are finally characterized by fluorescence-activated cell sorter
(FACS) analysis using CD3, CD 19, and CD20 monoclonal
antibodies (Becton Dickinson). Aliquots of the immortalized
B-lymphoblastoid cell lines (BLCLs) are frozen and the
remaining cells maintained in culture. Homozygous BLCLs
for the HLA-A and HLA-B alleles, generously provided by
Dr. B. Dupont of MSKCC are maintained in the same
medium. PHA blasts are generated by culturing 1x10%/mL
PBMC with 0.5 ug/mLL PHA-16 for 3 days. The cells were
washed and further cultured for 4 days in the presence of 5
IU/mL interleukin (IL-2) (Collaborative Biomedical Prod-
ucts, Bedford, Mass.).

Generation and culture of EBV-specific CTLs PBMCs are
isolated by Ficoll-Hypaque density centrifugation of antico-
agulated whole blood. T lymphocytes are positively selected
by staining with an anti-CD3 phycoerythrin monoclonal anti-
body (Becton Dickinson) on a MoFlo cell sorter (Cytomation,
Fort Collins, Colo.), achieving a purity of more than 98%.
EBV-specific CTLs are generated by stimulating 1x10°/mL
CD3+ cells with 2.5x10%mL autologous BLCLs, which are
irradiated with 60 Gy in Iscove’s modified Dulbecco’s
medium supplemented with 10% heat-inactivated human AB
serum (Gemini, Calabasas, Calif.), 35-ug/mL transferrin,
5-ug/mL insulin, 2x107>M ethanolamine, 1 ug/mL palmitic
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acid, 1 ug/mL linoleic acid, and 1 ug/mL oleic acid (all from
Sigma) for 6 days in 25-cm? flasks. Cells are then washed,
recultured at a concentration of 1x10%/mL, and restimulated
with 2x10°/mL BLCL at day 7. Cells are either prepared for
gene transfer on day 8 (early gene transfer) or kept in culture
with restimulations weekly at an effector-to-target ratio of
5:1. After the third restimulation, T cells are prepared for gene
transfer on day 23 (late gene transfer). A total of 5 IU of IL-2
(Collaborative Biomedical Products) are added for the first
time at day 10 to the cultures and 2 to 3 times weekly there-
after. For generation of alloreactive cells, donor T cells are
stimulated with fully mismatched allogeneic EBV BLCL.
These cells are now routinely generated in the Bone Marrow
Transplantation Research Laboratory at MSKCC under the
supervision of Dr. G. Koehne, co-investigator.

Gene transfer We have shown (see Progress Report) that
EBV-specific CTLs can be easily gene-modified using our
strategy developed for primary T-cells. EBV-activated T cells
(day 5, day 8, or day 23 of culture) or anti-CD3/anti-CD28-
immobilized monoclonal antibody stimulated cells are
placed in fibronectin-coated wells according to the technique
described by Pollok et al**? 5ug/mL of fibronectin fragments
(TaKaRa Biomedicals, Shiga, Japan) are coated on nontissue
culture treated plates for 2 hours at room temperature in
6-well plates. Plates were blocked with 1% human serum
albumin for at least 30 minutes and washed twice with PBS.
Cells are plated at a concentration of 10°/mL for 24 hours.
Viral supernatant is added and spun for 60 min at 1000 rpm at
room temperature. Fifty percent of the supernatant is replaced
with fresh medium containing 10% heat-inactivated human
AB serum and 10 IU/mL IL-2. Cells will be maintained in
culture at a concentration of 10mL to 1.5x105/mL.

Flow cytometric analysis Monitoring of the gene expres-
sion of scFv of T lymphocytes will be performed by 2-color
flow cytometry using FACScan (Becton Dickinson) by label-
ing the cells with an anti-scFv-idiotype monoclonal antibody
on ice for 45 minutes. FITC-goat anti-rat antibody is added
for 15 minutes as secondary antibody. After blocking with
normal mouse serum (ICN/CAPPEL, Aurora, Ohio) for 10
minutes, anti-CD3 phycoerythrin (Becton Dickinson) is
added for 15 minutes. Cells are washed twice with PBS after
each step and before analysis. Phenotyping of specific CTL
lines is performed by gating lymphocytes using forward sight
scatter and sideward sight scatter. Cells are stained with anti-
CD3, anti-CD4, and anti-CDS8 for T-cell subpopulations.
Although cells have been purified initially for T lymphocytes,
the transduced cells will be reanalyzed for the presence of
natural killer (NK) cells, defined as CD3-CD16+CD56+,
using anti-CD16 and anti-CD56 monoclonal antibodies
(Becton Dickinson).

Cell purification by affinity chromatography Gene-modi-
fied cells are prepared for purification using affinity purifica-
tion on MiniMAC columns as described in the previous sec-
tion.

Cytotoxicity assay Cytolytic activity of effector cells is
assayed against >'Cr-labeled targets in standard 4-hour
release assays. Target cells include autologous BLCLs, HLA
class I mismatched allogeneic BLCLs, and K562 for major
histocompatibility complex (MHC)-unrestricted lysis as a
parameter for NK cell lysis and PHA blasts. For each donor
HLA class I allele, a BLCL expressing the HLA-A and
HLA-B allele homozygously can be included to determine
the HLA restriction of the EBV-specific CTLs. Briefly, 1x10°
target cells are incubated with 3700 kBq >'Cr for 1 hour,
washed 3 times, and plated in 96 wells. Cytotoxicity is ana-
lyzed using 0.8x10° effector cells: 4x10° target cells per well
in a total volume of 200 ul, at an effector-to-target ratio of
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20:1. All targets are plated in triplicate. After an incubation of
4 hours, supernatants are harvested and the specific cytotox-
icity determined using a microplate scintillation counter
(Packard Instruments, Downer’s Grove, Ill.). The percentage
of specific lysis is calculated as 100%x(experimental
release—spontaneous release)/(maximum release-spontane-
ous release). Maximum release is obtained by adding 100 uL.
of 5% Triton X-100 to the 100 ul. medium containing target
cells. Spontaneous release is consistently below 15% of
maximum release in all assays.

Comparison of professional killer versus naive T-lympho-
cyte in tumor targeting and therapy In order to test if CIR-
gene modified professional killer cells are indeed superior in
CIR technology, we compare them with CIR-gene modified
naive T-cells as follows:

1. Invitro cytotoxicity (°* Cr release and IFN-(release) against
tumor cell lines

2. In vivo anti-xenograft activity at various T-cell doses

3. Quantitative difference in homing measured in % injected
dose/gm over time (for lymphocytes labeled ex vivo or
labeled in vivo) by quantitative PET, tissue counting, immu-
nohistochemistry, and PCR/RT-PCR

4. Qualitative difference in CD4+ T-cells in their ability to
recruit either IR-modified T-cells, measured by quantitative
PET, tissue counting, immunohistochemistry, and PCR/RT-
PCR.

5. Qualitative difference in CD8+ T-cells in their ability to
respond to pretargeted CD4+ cells, measured by quantitative
PET, tissue counting, immunohistochemistry, and PCR/RT-
PCR.

Results We expect the use of professional CTLs to greatly
increase the efficiency, specificity, and utility of CIR-modi-
fied T cells, as recently reported.'>* Since these cells are
selected for EBV with minimal alloreactivity the possibility
of using healthy tumor-free allogeneic lymphocytes will
increase the chance of full T cell potential in vivo, a close
analogy to adoptive allogeneic T cell therapy of EBV-lym-
phoma. Issues in using autologous T cells, such as immuno-
suppression by cancer and by chemo-radiotherapy, defective
T cell signaling, and tumor contamination are no longer lim-
iting factors. Clearly, allogeneic cells will be rejected by
normal hosts even if they are HLA-matched. Fortunately, in
patients with solid tumors undergoing high dose therapy, their
immune system is often incapacitated, albeit temporarily. In
addition, combination of cyclosporin plus mycophenolate
mofetil has been quite effective in suppressing graft versus
host disease as well as allo-sensitization in preliminary ani-
mal studies and early patient trials.’>® We expect the imme-
diate post-chemotherapy period in patients with solid tumors
to be relatively immunosuppressed to allow allogeneic T-cells
to survive as least for a brief period of weeks to exert its
antitumor effect. With immunologic recovery, these gene-
modified cells will be eliminated, together with the risk of
them becoming cancerous or causing long term autoimmu-
nity. Autologous T cells would have recovered enough by
then to allow autologous EBV-specific CTLs to be used.
Whether committed EBV-CTLs have shorter life spans than
naive T cells after CIR gene-modification remain to be deter-
mined. It is likely to expect these preprogrammed profes-
sional killer cells (EBV-specific CTL), being preselected in
their priming period to express the appropriate repertoire of
adhesion molecules (ICAM and selectins), cytokine/interleu-
kins (e.g. IL.2, IL.4,1L.12) and receptors (IL2R, IL7R, IL15R),
chemokines (RANTES, IP10) and receptors (CCRS,
CXCR3, CCR4), to show better anti-tumor activity than pri-
mary T-cells.
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Interpretations and Implications The identification of an
optimal gene design in the allogeneic setting will increase the
likelihood of clinical benefit of CIR technology. The ability to
produce large clonal populations of tumor specific T-cells
from normal donors for lymphocyte therapy will increase the
chance of its successful clinical translation.

TABLE 4

NK92 surface phenotype by FACS

NK Phenotype

CD56
CD16 -
CD3 -
CD4 -
CD8 -
CD2
CD7
CD25 (IL2Ra) +
CD122 (IL-2Rb)

Cell adhesion molecules
(CAM) Ig superfamily

CD54 (ICAM-1)
CD102 (ICAM-2)
CD50 (ICAM-3) +
Integrins

B1

o

CD29 (B1 integrin B chain)
CD49d (VLA-4 a chain)
CD49e (VLA-5 a chain) -
B2

CD18 (B2 integrin B chain)
CD11a (LFA-1 a chain)
CD11b (Mac-1 a chain) -
CDl1lc (p150/95 a chain) +
Other CAM

CD44H

CD44R1

CD58 (LFA-3)
NKregulatory Receptors

CD158a -
CD158b -
KIR70 -
CD%
NKG2A
Miscellaneous

CD28
CD152 (CTLA-4) -
CDg80 +
CDg6
C95 (Fas) +
FasL.

CD69
CD34 -
CD43
CD48

TABLE 5

8H9-scFv-CD28-zeta

T-cells NK92

ILIA
ILIB
FIL1(e)
FIL1
FIL1(%)
IL-1H1
IL2

| < | == |
| <] = |
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TABLE 5-continued TABLE 7
8H9-scFv-CD28-zeta 8H9-scFv-CD28-zeta
T-cells NK92 5 T-cells NK92
IL3 w w ENA-78 w —
L4 w — Eotaxin w —
LS W — GCP-2 Y Y
L6 Y w I-TAC (IP9) (SCYB11) — —
L7 w Y lymphotactin Y Y
L8 — w 10 MCP-1 (SCYA2) — —
LY Y Y MCP-2 —
IL10 - w MCP-3 — —
IL11 Y Y MCP-4 - -
IL12A Y w MDC Y Y
IL12B — — MIP-1 delta w Y
IL13 w — s MIP-1a Y Y
IL14 w w MIP-1b Y Y
IL15 Y Y MIP-2 (SCYA21) w w
IL16 w w MIP-3a — —
IL17 w w MPIF-1 Y Y
IL17B w w MPIF-2 — —
IL17C — w 2 P10 (IP 10) — —
IL17E Y Y PARC w Y
L17F v v SCYA19 Y Y
18 - - SCYAS (RANTES) Y Y
SCYBI13 Y Y
g;i z z scye2 Y Y
Lot v v SCYE1 w Y
25 SDF1 Y Y
.22 Y Y SDF2 v v
IL23A Y Y TARC (SCYA17) Y Y
IL24 w w
.26 — —
30 TABLE 8
TABLE 6 8H9-scFv-CD28-zeta
8H9-scFv-CD28-zeta T-cells NK92
T-cells NK92 35 CCRI1 w w
CCR2 Y Y
IL1R1 w W CCR3 _ _
IL1R2 w Y CCR4 Y Y
IL1IRL1 — — CCR5 Y Y
ILIRL2 — — CCR6 W _
ILIRAP w W 40 CCR7 W W
IL1RAPL1 w W CCRS8 W —
IL1RAPL2 — W CCR9 W W
ILIRN w — CX3CR1 — —
IL1HY1 — — CXCR4 w Y
IL2RA w w CXCRS (BLR1) - —
IL2RB W w XCR1 Y Y
IL2RG Y Y 45
IL3RA
IL4R —
ILSRA —
ILER 7 W TABLE 9
IL6ST B o IC50 values (nM) for Octreotide analogs against '2°I-SST-14
IL7R — 50 £5 488
ILSRA
ILSRB — - SSTR
g:?gRA \g ?{1 Peptide 1 2 3 4 5
IL10RB w w Octreotide >1000 2 187  >1000 22
IL1IRA w w 55 DTPA-Octreotide >1000 12 387  >1000 299
IL12RB1 w w DOTA-Octreotide >1000 14 27 >1000 103
IL12RB2 — w DOTA-Tyr3-Octreotide >1000 14 880  >1000 393
ey w - Y-DOTA-Tyr3-Octreotide >1000 11 389  >1000 114
IL13RA2 w - Ga-DOTA-Tyr3-Octreotide >1000 25 613 >1000 73
IL1SRA w w In-DTPA-Octreotide >1000 22 182 >1000 237
ILI7R Y v 60 Y-DOTALAN >1000 23 200 1000 16
ILI8R1 = = Re0-P829 >1000 25 L5 >1000 2
IL18BP w Y
IL18RAP — —
IL20RA w w
IL2IR Y Y
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SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 18
<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<221>
<222>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 1

LENGTH: 33

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Homo sapiens
FEATURE:

NAME/KEY: misc_feature
LOCATION: (1)..(33)

(Hpa I - Human CD8a Leader)
<400> SEQUENCE: 1

ttattacgag ttaacatggc cttaccagtg acc

OTHER INFORMATION: hCD8a leader - scFv -CD28

<210> SEQ ID NO 2

<211> LENGTH: 32

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(32)

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: hCD8a leader - scFv - CDD28

Primer (Xho I - Human CD28)

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

cttggteteg agtgtcagga gegatagget ge

<210> SEQ ID NO 3

<211> LENGTH: 31

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

Sense Primer

33

Antisense

32
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-continued

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(31

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 8H9scFvSense Primer (Cla I - 8H9 heavy chain)

<400> SEQUENCE: 3

ttattacgaa tcgattgccc aggtcaaact g 31

<210> SEQ ID NO 4

<211> LENGTH: 29

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens
<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(29
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 8H9scFvAntisense Primer (Not I - 8H9 light
chain)

<400> SEQUENCE: 4

cttggtgcgg ccgectgttt cagctccag 29

<210> SEQ ID NO 5

<211> LENGTH: 30

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(30

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 5FllscFvSense Primer (Cla I - 5F11 heavy chain)

<400> SEQUENCE: 5

ttattacgaa tecgattcage agtcaggacce 30

<210> SEQ ID NO 6

<211> LENGTH: 32

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens
<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(32
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 5FFFllscFvAntisense Primer (Not I - 5F11 light
chain)

<400> SEQUENCE: 6

cttggtgcgg ccgcccgttt tatttccaac tg 32

<210> SEQ ID NO 7

<211> LENGTH: 48

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1).. (48

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: hTCR-? chain Sense Primer (Bst U I - CD28
end -Xho I - hTCR-? [cytoplasmic domain])

<400> SEQUENCE: 7

cgcgacttag cagectateg ctectggcac tcgagaagag tgaagtte 48

<210> SEQ ID NO 8

<211> LENGTH: 30

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(30

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: hTCR-? chainAntisense Primer (BglII - hTCR z)

<400> SEQUENCE: 8
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-continued
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cttggtagat cttcagegag ggggcaggge

<210> SEQ ID NO 9

<211> LENGTH: 23

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(23)

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 8H9scFvsense primer

<400> SEQUENCE: 9

caaatatgct tcccaatcca tct

<210> SEQ ID NO 10

<211> LENGTH: 25

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(25

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 8H9scFvantisense primer

<400> SEQUENCE: 10

actgagagtg aaatctgacc ctgat

<210> SEQ ID NO 11

<211> LENGTH: 24

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(24

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: 8H9scFvProbe

<400> SEQUENCE: 11

tcecectecag gttcagtgge agtg

<210> SEQ ID NO 12

<211> LENGTH: 25

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(25

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: B-actinsense primer

<400> SEQUENCE: 12

tcacccacac tgtgceccatce tacga

<210> SEQ ID NO 13

<211> LENGTH: 25

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(25

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: B-actinantisense primer

<400> SEQUENCE: 13

cagcggacce gctcattgec aatgg

<210> SEQ ID NO 14

<211> LENGTH: 30

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens
<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature
<222> LOCATION: (1)..(30)

30

23

25

24

25

25
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-continued

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: B-actinProbe
<400> SEQUENCE: 14

atgccctamr acccccatge catcctgegt

<210> SEQ ID NO 15

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(19)

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: GAPDHsense primer
<400> SEQUENCE: 15

gaaggtgaag gteggagte

<210> SEQ ID NO 16

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(20

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: GAPDHantisense primer
<400> SEQUENCE: 16

gaagatggtg atgggatttc

<210> SEQ ID NO 17

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<220> FEATURE:

<221> NAME/KEY: misc_feature

<222> LOCATION: (1)..(20)

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: GAPDHProbe
<400> SEQUENCE: 17

caagcttece gttetcagece

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 18

LENGTH: 11

TYPE: PRT

ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 18
Gly Ala Pro Val Pro Asp Pro Leu Glu Pro Arg

1 5 10

30

19

20

20

What is claimed is:

1. A method for inducing proliferation in a population of

lymphocytes, comprising the steps of:

(a) introducing an expressable gene sequence encoding a
chimeric single chain antibody (scFv) coupled to a trans-
membrane domain and a signaling domain into a lym-
phocyte, wherein the scFv comprises the heavy and light
chain variable regions of monoclonal antibody 8H9, and
the transmembrane domain is derived from the trans-
membrane domain of CD28; and

(b) exposing the lymphocyte to an anti-idiotypic antibody
that will bind to the chimeric scfv expressed on the
surface of the lymphocyte, thereby inducing prolifera-
tion of the lymphocyte.

55

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the lymphocyte is a
peripheral blood lymphocyte.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the lymphocyte is a T
cell or NK cell.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the T cell is a CD4* T
cell or CD8* T cell.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the lymphocyte is
obtained from a cancer patient.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the signaling domain is
derived from the signaling domain of TCR-C chain.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the anti-idiotypic anti-
body is used ex vivo to activate a lymphocyte.
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