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IN VIVO FLOW CYTOMETRY BASED ON
CELLULAR AUTOFLUORESCENCE

RELATED APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to U.S. application
Ser.No. 12/867,141, filedNov. 4,2010 and issued as U.S. Pat.
No. 8,574,859 on Nov. 5, 2013, international application No.
PCT/US09/38567, filed on Mar. 27, 2009, and provisional
application No. 61/039,891, filed on Mar. 27, 2008.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to methods and
systems for performing flow cytometry, and more particularly
to such methods and systems that allow performing in-vivo
flow cytometry in a live subject without extracting blood.

Many current techniques for detecting and quantifying
various cell types circulating within a subject require extract-
ing a blood sample from the subject followed by analysis of
the extracted blood. For example, one such conventional
method includes withdrawing a blood sample, fluorescently
labeling specific cell populations ex vivo with antibody-tar-
geted fluorescent markers, and passing those cells through a
flow stream to be interrogated by a light source (typically a
laser). Fluorescence and light scattering signals emitted, or
reemitted, by the cells in response to the interrogating light
can be employed to determine the types and the number of
cells. Automated hematology analyzers can separate and
count blood cell populations based on their size/volume char-
acteristics in addition to their light scattering properties.
Another blood analysis method, known as hemocytometry, is
based on counting cells against a grid while being viewed
with a microscope.

These techniques, though useful, require invasive blood
withdrawal and hence are not particularly suited for continu-
ous, real-time monitoring of the circulation. Further, blood
withdrawal can be difficult in certain patient populations, e.g.,
children and psychiatric patients. In addition, such blood
withdrawal can expose patients to various risks, such as infec-
tion and/or anemia. For example, in patients with low blood
volume (e.g., newborns and premature infants), blood loss
due to phlebotomy for common tests can equal as much as
45% of the total blood volume. Hence, diagnostic blood with-
drawal is among the leading causes of anemia in neonates,
which can lead to the need for frequent transfusion or eryth-
ropoietin treatment. Further, for monitoring patients for
potential infection or in diseases such as leukemia and other
types of cancer, frequent monitoring of the white blood cell
count (WBC) can be beneficial but is currently not practical
due to the frequency of blood withdrawal required. Addition-
ally, blood withdrawal can be dangerous in immune-compro-
mised patients, such as AIDS patients, transplant patients, or
patients undergoing chemotherapy, as the skin penetration for
extracting blood carries an inherent risk of infection.

Some methods for performing in-vivo flow cytometry have
also been proposed previously. These methods typically uti-
lize fluorescent antibodies or fluorescent proteins, such as
green and red fluorescent proteins (e.g., GFP and DsRed), for
labeling cells. However, fluorescent antibodies and fluores-
cent proteins are not approved for human use and require
either genetic manipulation or intravenous injection. As such,
the applicability of such methods can be limited.

Accordingly, there is a need for improved methods and
systems for performing flow cytometry in vivo, and particu-
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larly for such methods and systems that would allow non-
invasive, real-time, continuous monitoring of cell popula-
tions in circulating blood.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present invention provides a method of
performing flow cytometry, which comprises illuminating at
least a portion of blood circulating through a live subject with
radiation so as to excite one or more intrinsic cellular fluoro-
phores of a plurality of circulating cells, and detecting fluo-
rescence radiation emitted by the excited fluorophores. The
detected fluorescence radiation can be utilized to count the
cells emitting the radiation. More specifically, the detected
fluorescence radiation can be analyzed to obtain information
regarding one or more cell types of interest, such as, their
presence in the circulatory system, their absolute concentra-
tion in the blood (number of cells of a cell type within a
predefined volume of blood), changes in concentration over
time (e.g., as a result of treatment or increasing immune
response to an infection/disease), absolute and relative con-
centrations of subpopulations of cells, and the velocity of
blood flow and cell size.

In a related aspect, the illumination step in the above
method can cause multi-photon excitation of one or more of
the fluorophores. In some cases, a plurality of laser pulses can
be focused into a volume of the circulating blood at suffi-
ciently high irradiance so as to cause multi-photon excitation
(e.g., two-photon or three-photon excitation) of at least some
of theintrinsic fluorophores. For example, the laser pulses can
have temporal durations less than about 1 nanosecond, e.g., in
arange of about 1 femtosecond to about 900 picoseconds, and
more preferably in a range of about 10 femtoseconds to about
300 femtoseconds. In some cases, such laser pulses can be
focused into the circulating blood at a numerical aperture so
as to provide a focal volume characterized by a diameter, e.g,,
in a range of about 0.2 to about 10 microns.

A variety of intrinsic cellular fluorophores can be
employed. Some examples include, without limitation,
amino acids such as tryptophan, the reduced form of nicoti-
namide adenine dinucleotide (NADH), flavin adenine
dinucleotide (FAD), and porphyrins.

Fluorophores can be excited by both one-photon excitation
and multi-photon (e.g., two- and three-photon) excitation
processes. Such one-photon and multi-photon excitations can
be applied concurrently to the same or different blood vol-
umes. Alternatively, they can be applied in different temporal
intervals to a subject’s circulating blood to derive information
regarding one or more cell types of interest.

In another aspect, a method of performing flow cytometry
is disclosed that includes in vivo labeling (that is, labeling the
cells while they are in the blood circulating in the subject) one
or more circulating cells of a subject with an exogenous
fluorophore, illuminating the labeled cells in vivo with radia-
tion (that is, illuminating the cells while they are circulating in
the subject) so as to cause multi-photon excitation of the
fluorophore, detecting the fluorescence radiation emanating
from the fluorophores of labeled cells in response to the
multi-photon excitation, and analyzing the detected fluores-
cence radiation to count the cells emitting the radiation, and
more specifically to obtain information about the labeled
cells, e.g., the concentration, size, or type of one or more
labeled cells of interest.

In some embodiments, the exogenous fluorophore is tetra-
cycline, an FDA approved antibiotic that can be orally admin-
istered to a patient. Within the blood, tetracycline molecules
can selectively label leukocytes via accumulation in their
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mitochondria. Tetracycline is a fluorescent molecule that can
absorb radiation in the ultraviolet (UV) region at about 376
nm and can emit fluorescence radiation at a wavelength of
about 516 nm. Rather than using UV radiation to excite tet-
racycline in the circulating leukocytes, in many embodi-
ments, multi-photon excitation (e.g., two-photon excitation)
of tetracycline, for example, two-photon excitation at about
752 nm, can be employed to avoid exposing the subject to
damaging UV radiation.

In another aspect, a method of performing flow cytometry
is disclosed that includes illuminating at least a portion of
blood circulating through a live subject with radiation so as to
excite one or more endogenous cellular fluorophore, e.g.,
tryptophan, NADH, or FAD, of one or more circulating cells
at two or more different excitation wavelengths, detecting
fluorescence radiation emitted by the excited fluorophores of
the cells in response to said two or more excitation wave-
lengths, and comparing the detected intensity of fluorescence
emitted in response to one excitation wavelength with
detected intensity of fluorescence emitted in response to at
least another excitation wavelength to determine the type of
cells generating the fluorescence radiation.

In some embodiments, one excitation wavelength can be
about 295 nm and another of excitation wavelengths can be
about 255 nm. In some embodiments, the flourophores can be
excited via multi-photon excitation for at least one of the
excitation wavelengths.

In another aspect, a method of performing flow cytometry
is disclosed that includes exciting an intrinsic fluorophore of
a cell circulating in vasculature of a live subject at a first
interrogation site to elicit fluorescence radiation from the cell,
detecting the fluorescence radiation, and utilizing the fluores-
cence radiation to trigger interrogation of the cell at another
interrogation site. In some embodiments, the step of utilizing
the detected fluorescence can include interrogating the cell at
another interrogation site after a predetermined time period
from the detection of the fluorescence. For example, interro-
gating the cell at another interrogation site can include obtain-
ing a fluorescence or scattering signature of the cell or an
image of the cell.

In another aspect, an apparatus for performing flow cytom-
etry is disclosed that includes a source for generating radia-
tion suitable for causing multi-photon excitation of one or
more fluorophores, and an optical system for directing the
radiation onto a portion of a subject’s circulatory system so as
to cause multi-photon excitation of one or more fluorophores
within or bound to one or more cells circulating in the subject.
The apparatus can further include a detector for detecting
fluorescence radiation emitted by the fluorophores in
response to the multi-photon excitation, and an analysis mod-
ule for analyzing the detected fluorescence radiation.

Further understanding of the invention can be obtained by
reference to the following description in conjunction with the
associated drawings, which are briefly described below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flow chart depicting various steps in one
embodiment of a method according to the teachings of the
invention for performing flow cytometry using intrinsic fluo-
rophores;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates interrogating circulating
cells at two sites, where the fluorescence radiation at one site
can trigger the interrogation of the circulating cells at a down-
stream site;
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FIG. 3 is a flow chart depicting various steps in another
embodiment of a method according to the teachings of the
invention for performing flow cytometry using exogenous
fluorophores;

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a system according to one
embodiment of the invention for performing flow cytometry
using a multi-photon excitation system;

FIG. 5 schematically illustrates a system according to
another embodiment of the invention for performing flow
cytometry using a combined multi-photon and one-photon
excitation system;

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a system according to one
embodiment of the invention for performing flow cytometry
using a one-photon excitation system;

FIG. 7 schematically illustrates a two-photon microscope;

FIG. 8A is an two-photon microscope image of tryptophan
fluorescence from ex vivo human lymphocytes in response to
femtosecond excitation pulses obtained by utilizing the
microscope of FIG. 7,

FIG. 8B is an two-photon microscope image of tryptophan
fluorescence from an in vivo rolling mouse leukocyte in
response to femtosecond excitation pulses obtained by utiliz-
ing the microscope of F1G. 7,

FIG. 9A schematically illustrates a system according to
another embodiment of the invention for performing flow
cytometry using one excitation source to excite both multi-
and one-photon fluorescence;

FIG. 9B schematically illustrates the various components
of the excitation source of FIG. 9A;

FIG. 10A is an image of the detected two-photon tryp-
tophan fluorescence of a DiD-labeled stationary melanoma as
detected by utilizing the system of FIG. 9A in response to
two-photon excitation;

FIG. 10B is a plot of the normalized average intensity of the
tryptophan fluorescence from each scan of the system of FIG.
9A across a DiD-labeled stationary melanoma cell as a func-
tion of position;

FIG. 10C is an image of the detected one-photon DiD
fluorescence of a DiD-labeled stationary melanoma cell as
detected by utilizing the system of FIG. 9A in response to
two-photon excitation;

FIG. 10D is a plot of the normalized average intensity of
the DiD fluorescence from each scan of the system in FIG. 9A
across a DiD-labeled stationary melanoma cell as a function
of position;

FIG. 11A is an image of the detected two-photon tryp-
tophan fluorescence of DiD-labeled cells flowing through a
micro-channel as detected by the two-photon excitation sys-
tem shown in FIG. 9A;

FIG. 11B is a plot of the normalized intensity of the tryp-
tophan fluorescence of each cell in the scan of FIG. 11A as a
function of time;

FIG. 11C is an image of the detected one-photon DiD
fluorescence of DiD-labeled cells flowing through a micro-
channel as detected by the two-photon excitation system
shown in FIG. 9A; and

FIG. 11D is a plot of the normalized intensity of DiD
fluorescence of each cell in the scan of FIG. 11 A as a function
of time.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention generally provides methods and sys-
tems for performing in vivo flow cytometry by using blood
vessels as flow chambers through which flowing cells can be
monitored in a live subject in vivo (that is, while the blood is
flowing through the live subject) without the need for with-
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drawing a blood sample. In some embodiments, one or more
blood vessels are illuminated with radiation so as to cause a
multi-photon excitation of an exogenous fluorophore that was
previously introduced into the subject to label one or more
cell types of interest. The emission of fluorescence radiation
from such fluorophores in response to the excitation can be
detected and analyzed to obtain information regarding the
labeled cell type, as discussed further below. The term “fluo-
rophore” is known in the art and is used herein to refer to a
compound that can emit fluorescence radiation, e.g., in
response to an optical excitation. Further, the in vivo excita-
tion of a fluorophore refers to exciting the fluorophore while
it is circulating through a live subject’s vasculature.

In some other embodiments, rather than utilizing an exog-
enous fluorophore, endogenous (intrinsic) cellular fluores-
cence can be employed for in vivo flow cytometry. For
example, one or more naturally occurring cellular fluoro-
phores, e.g., tyrosine, tryptophan, the reduced form of nico-
tinamide adenine dinucleotide (NADH), flavin adenine
dinucleotide (FAD), and porphyrins such a protoporphyrin IX
(PpIX), can be excited in vivo by illuminating one or more
blood vessels with excitation radiation to cause those fluoro-
phores to emit fluorescence radiation. The emitted fluores-
cence radiation can be detected and analyzed, e.g., in a man-
ner discussed in more detail below, to obtain information
about one or more cell types of interest. In some embodi-
ments, such excitation of a naturally occurring fluorophore
can be achieved via a multi-photon excitation process. The
terms “light” and “radiation” are used interchangeably herein
to refer to electromagnetic radiation.

By way of further illustration and with reference to a flow
chart 10 of FIG. 1, in one exemplary embodiment of a method
for performing flow cytometry in accordance with the teach-
ings of the invention, in astep 1, a portion of at least one blood
vessel of a live subject (e.g., a patient) is illuminated with
radiation to excite at least one intrinsic, naturally occurring
cellular fluorophore causing that fluorophore to fluoresce.
The terms “naturally occurring cellular fluorophore(s)” and
“Intrinsic cellular fluorophore(s)” are used herein inter-
changeably to refer to a compound, e.g.. an amino acid or an
enzyme cofactor, that is naturally present in a cell and can be
excited to fluoresce. In many embodiments, multi-photon,
rather than single-photon, excitation is employed for exciting
intrinsic cellular fluorophores. Further, as discussed in more
detail below, in some embodiments, multi-photon excitation
can be employed to excite exogenous fluorophores bound to
or contained within cells to elicit fluorescence radiation from
those cells, which can then be analyzed to obtain information
about those cells.

Such multi-photon excitation advantageously allows the
use of visible or infrared radiation, rather than ultraviolet
(UV)radiation, for eliciting fluorescence radiation from natu-
rally occurring cellular fluorophores, thus avoiding damage
to the DNA of cells that UV radiation could potentially cause.
Further, visible and infrared radiation used for multi-photon
excitation can penetrate deeper into tissue than UV radiation
due to the decreased radiation absorption and scattering in
tissue in these wavelength ranges. The greater penetration
depth of the radiation in turn allows for probing of blood
flowing through larger blood vessels or blood vessels located
at greater depths below the tissue surface.

In many embodiments, the excitation radiation is focused
onto a focal volume within the tissue (e.g., onto blood flowing
through a vessel) such that the radiation intensity is suffi-
ciently high within the focal volume to cause multi-photon
excitation of one or more naturally occurring fluorophores. In
other words, the electric field within the focal volume is large
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enough to cause multi-photon excitation of the fluoro-
phore(s). The radiation intensity (and consequently the asso-
ciated electric field) is, however, much lower in the regions
outside the focal volume, leading to a significant decrease in
the probability of multi-photon excitation in those regions. In
this manner, only the cells within the illuminated focal vol-
ume will be excited, while other cells and tissue lying outside
the focal volume will not. Multi-photon illumination there-
fore allows excitation of cells of interest within the vascula-
ture without harming the surrounding tissue.

As noted above, in some cases the naturally occurring
cellular fluorophores that can be excited include tyrosine,
tryptophan, NADH, FAD, and protoporphyrin IX. By way of
example, tryptophan, an amino acid that occurs in proteins,
has an absorption maximum at a wavelength of about 280 nm
and a fluorescence emission maximum at about 350 nm.
NADH, which is an enzyme cofactor that participates in cell
metabolism, has absorption and emission spectra peaks at
approximately 340 nm and 460 nm, respectively. FAD,
another enzyme cofactor involved in metabolism, has a radia-
tion absorption peak near 450 nm and a fluorescence emission
peak around 525 nm. As discussed above, rather than utilizing
UV radiation for exciting such naturally occurring fluoro-
phores via single photon excitation, in many embodiments
multi-photon excitation of the fluorophores is employed. For
example, illumination wavelengths at about 560 nm, 680 nm,
and/or 900 nm can be utilized to excite tryptophan, NADH,
and/or FAD, respectively, via two-photon excitation.

Referring again to the flow chart of FIG. 1, in step 2, the
emitted fluorescence from one or more excited naturally
occurring fluorophores is detected. In step 3, the detected
fluorescence radiation is analyzed to obtain information
regarding one or more cell types of interest. By way of
example, the detection of intrinsic fluorescence can indicate
the presence of certain cell types (e.g., cancer cells or white
blood cells).

Furthermore, fluorescence signal intensities from the
intrinsic fluorophores can be used to distinguish between
different cell populations. For example, there is evidence that
intrinsic fluorophores are distinctively distributed among leu-
kocyte sub-populations. While monocytes emit approxi-
mately equal tryptophan and NADH fluorescence per cell,
neutrophils exhibit much stronger tryptophan than NADH
fluorescence signal. Hence, in some embodiments, white
blood cell sub-populations can be identified via the tryp-
tophan-to-NADH (Trp/NADH) fluorescence intensity ratio.
In this case, neutrophils can be distinguished from monocytes
via their higher Trp/NADH fluorescence intensity ratio.

In some cases, the fluorescence emission from one or more
endogenous fluorophores at different excitation wavelengths
can be analyzed to determine the cell type and sub-population
contributing to the detected fluorescence. For example, there
is evidence that endogenous fluorescence intensity in agranu-
locytes (lymphocytes and monocytes) is stronger upon exci-
tation at 295 nm than excitation at 255 nm. In granulocytes
(neutrophils, eosinophils, basophils), on the other hand, the
endogenous fluorescence intensity remains almost equal at
those two excitation wavelengths (i.e., at 295 nm and 255
nm). Hence, cells exhibiting a large ratio of emission at 295
nm excitation relative to emission at 255 nm excitation (Fluor
(295)/Fluor(255)) can be identified as agranulocytes. Those
cells exhibiting a Fluor(295)/Fluor(255) ratio on the order of
one can be identified as granulocytes. The methods of ana-
lyzing the detected fluorescence radiation to identify cell
types and sub-populations are not restricted to the above
examples.
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The analysis of the detected fluorescence radiation is not
restricted to the analysis of its intensity. Other spectroscopic
parameters, such as spectral widths and shapes of the fluo-
rescence signals can also be helpful in selectively identifying
cell populations. Cell morphology and size can also aid in the
discrimination of the cell populations. Cell size and morphol-
ogy (e.g., the shape of the cell) are characteristic to certain
populations of cells and can be examined by measuring the
light scattering in addition to fluorescence. For example, neu-
trophils are about 10 um in diameter and have a nucleus with
multiple lobes, while lymphocytes are smaller than 10 um in
diameter, with a smooth shape and a large, round nucleus. Yet
another population, monocytes, are about 15 um in diameter
with an irregular shape and a comparatively small nucleus.
Light scattered from these cells can be used to distinguish one
population from another. In some cases, the fluorescence
radiation can be analyzed to determine a size of the cell(s)
emitting the fluorescence radiation, which can in turn be
employed to determine the type of those cells.

In some embodiments, the intensity of each detected fluo-
rescence signal is compared to a threshold intensity, and the
signal is considered as emanating from a cell only if the
fluorescence intensity exceeds the threshold. Further, in some
cases, for each fluorescence signal (fluorescence peak) ema-
nating from a cell, a signal width can be determined. In many
embodiments, a signal width can be defined as full width at
half maximum (FWHM) of the signal’s intensity profile.
Those having ordinary skill in the art appreciate that alterna-
tive measures of a signal’s width, such as half width at half
maximum, can also be utilized. In some cases, only the sig-
nals having widths that comply with a predefined criterion
can be retained for analysis and the others can be rejected.
Thus, one or more fluorescence signals having widths that are
much smaller than what would be reasonably expected for an
authentic fluorescence signal emanating from a cell can be
rejected. When detecting fluorescence from cells circulating
in an arterial vessel, for example, the signal width is typically
expected to be greater than about 0.1 millisecond. Hence,
signals having smaller widths can be considered as false or
background noise. The signal analysis methods disclosed in
U.S. Published Patent Application No. 2006/0134002
entitled “In Vivo Flow Cytometry System and Method,”
which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety, can
be employed in various embodiments of the invention.

Insome embodiments, a fluorescence signal from a cell can
be utilized to prompt additional interrogation of that cell
downstream from the excitation site. For example, with ref-
erence to FIG. 2, when a cell passes an excitation site 20
(marked by arrows), a fluorophore of the cell can be excited to
cause it to emit a fluorescence radiation signal. The fluores-
cence signal can then be used to trigger additional interroga-
tion of the cell, via a variety of methods, as the cell arrives at
such additional interrogation site (e.g., a location within the
vasculature) 22 (marked by a dotted circle). In some cases, the
additional interrogation can be triggered after a pre-deter-
mined time period from the detection of the fluorescence
signal. In some cases, such a predetermine time period can be
determined based on measured or estimated flow velocity of
the cell within the vasculature. For example, such additional
interrogation can comprise obtaining an image of the cell to
directly observe its morphology and/or size and/or to deter-
mine fluorescence distribution within the cell. In another
example, the additional interrogation can include obtaining a
radiation scattering signature of the cell by illuminating it
with suitable radiation and detecting radiation scattered by
the cell in response to such illumination, e.g., by utilizing a
CCD camera. By way of example, such a scattering signature
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of the cell can be employed to measure the cell size and/or
shape. In another example, this additional interrogation site
can include a spectrometer, which would allow acquisition of
spectral signatures of the passing cells. Spectral signatures
will yield additional information about the fluorophores
within a cell, including spectral width and line shape. Such
additional interrogations of the cells, performed at the initial
interrogation site or at a downstream site, can aid in some
cases in the discrimination of signals from different cell
types.

With reference to the flow chart 30 shown in FIG. 3, in
another embodiment for performing in vivo flow cytometry,
an exogenous fluorophore can be introduced into a subject’s
circulatory system so as to be coupled to or incorporated into
one or more cell types of interest (step 1). In step 2, those cells
can be illuminated, e.g., by focusing radiation onto blood
circulating through the subject, so as to cause one-photon or
multi-photon excitation of those fluorophores. In step 3, the
fluorescence radiation emitted by the excited fluorophores
can be collected and analyzed to count the cells emitting the
fluorescence radiation and more specifically to obtain infor-
mation regarding the cell type(s) of interest.

By way of example, in some embodiments, tetracycline, an
FDA approved antibiotic, can be administered, e.g., orally, to
asubject so as to selectively label leukocytes by accumulating
in the mitochondria of the cells. Tetracycline has been shown
to selectively label leukocytes in ex vivo whole blood samples
at a drug concentration of 10 micrograms/milliliter, a serum
level that is attainable therapeutically. Tetracycline is a fluo-
rescent molecule that absorbs radiation in the ultraviolet
(UV) region at 376 nm and emits fluorescence radiation hav-
ing a peak intensity at a wavelength of about 516 nm. In many
embodiments, rather than using one-photon excitation, multi-
photon excitation of the tetracycline taken up by circulating
cells (e.g., circulating leukocytes) is employed so as to avoid
exposing the cells to the ultraviolet radiation (radiation with
wavelengths in a range of about 1-400 nanometers), which
could cause damage to the DNA of the cells. More specifi-
cally, such multi-photon excitation allows tetracycline mol-
ecules to be excited by radiation having a wavelength which
lies in the near-infrared portion of the electromagnetic spec-
trum (e.g., a two-photon excitation wavelength of about 752
nm).

By way of example, the fluorescence radiation from the
excited endogenous fluorophores (e.g., Trp, NADH, and
FAD) or tetracycline molecules can be collected and ana-
lyzed, e.g., in a manner discussed above, to derive informa-
tion regarding the circulating leukocytes. For example, the
fluorescence radiation can be analyzed to count the leuko-
cytes to obtain information regarding changes to the concen-
tration of those cells over time. Monitoring the leukocyte
concentration in this manner, by either utilizing endogenous
fluorescence or by labeling cells in vivo with an exogenous
marker, can provide information regarding the progression of
adisease (e.g., an infection or leukemia) and/or the efficacy of
an applied treatment protocol. Such monitoring can be done
in real-time, and as many times as needed without extracting
blood from the subject. Such non-invasive monitoring can
help determine, e.g., if a subject has an infection and/or if the
infection is responding to treatment. It can also be utilized to
screen for leukocyte-related diseases in children (such as
leukemia), to monitor patients with known chronic leukemia
for the onset of blast crisis, or to monitor treatment outcomes
in immune-compromised patients, without the risk of infec-
tion that can accompany blood extraction.

In some embodiments in which the intrinsic cellular fluo-
rophores are employed for in-vivo flow cytometry, one or
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more of those fluorophores can be excited via multi-photon
excitation and one or more others ofthose fluorophores can be
excited via single-photon excitation. Such single-photon and
multi-photon excitations can be done concurrently, e.g., by
utilizing the in-vivo flow cytometry system shown in FIG. 5
and discussed below, within the same or different circulating
blood volumes. Further, in some cases, the single-photon and
multi-photon excitations are performed at different sites, e.g.,
different portions of a blood vessel. In some cases, the exci-
tations can be synchronized (e.g., one excitation can trigger
the performance of the other with a pre-defined delay) so as to
correspond to substantially the same blood volume as the
blood moves through a vessel from one site to the other.

The methods of the invention for performing in-vivo flow
cytometry can be practiced by employing a variety of blood
vessels in a subject. By way of example, in some cases, one or
more blood vessels can be illuminated to excite intrinsic
and/or exogenous fluorophores that are bound to or incorpo-
rated in cells flowing through those vessels. In addition, one
or more fluorophores can be probed simultaneously.

FIG. 4 schematically depicts an embodiment of an optical
system 40 for performing in vivo flow cytometry in accor-
dance with the teachings of the invention that can be utilized
to perform flow cytometry, e.g., the measurements discussed
above. The system 40 includes an excitation laser 42 that
generates radiation pulses having wavelengths suitable for
multi-photon excitation of one or more naturally occurring
fluorophores. In this case, the radiation source can generate a
plurality of radiation wavelengths for multi-photon excitation
of a plurality of naturally occurring fluorophores, e.g., for
simultaneous excitation of tryptophan, NADH and FAD. By
way of example, in some cases the radiation source can com-
prise different radiation emitting elements, each suited for
generating radiation with different wavelengths for exciting
different fluorophores (e.g., concurrently). In other cases, a
single tunable source can be utilized to generate radiation at
different wavelengths for exciting different fluorophores. Yet,
in other cases, a broadband source can be employed. Some
examples of suitable radiation sources can be, without limi-
tation, a pulsed laser system capable of generating laser
pulses with femtosecond-scale temporal durations, fiber-la-
sers, regenerative amplifiers, or super-continuum generating
light sources that allow selection of a suitable wavelength
with a tunable filter.

The system 40 further includes a scanner 44 that receives
the radiation from the radiation source 42 and directs the
radiation to a pair of lenses 46 and 48. The scanner 44, which
can be, e.g., a galvanometer scanner, a polygon scanner, an
electro-optical or acousto-optical scanner, can translate the
laser beam across the diameter of a blood vessel exposed to
the radiation in order to efficiently sample circulating blood
across the width of the blood vessel. The pair of lenses 46 and
48 form a telecentric relay to ensure that the stationary spot on
the scanner is imaged directly onto the entrance pupil of
focusing optic 54. In this embodiment, the focusing optic 54
comprises a microscope objective that focuses the excitation
radiation onto a blood vessel within the tissue.

A light emitting diode 56 provides wide field illumination
of the tissue for visualization of the vasculature within it.
More specifically, the wide field illumination radiation is
reflected by a beam splitter 58 to be transmitted to the beam
splitter 50, which in turn reflects the wide field illumination
radiation substantially coaxially with the radiation from the
source 42 to the beam splitter 52. The wide field illumination
radiation passes through the beam splitter 52 to be focused by
the optic 54 onto a portion of tissue under study. The radiation
reflected from the tissue in response to the wide field illumi-
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nation radiation follows a return path through the beam split-
ters 52, 50, and 58 to be focused by a lens 60 onto a CCD
camera 62. The camera 62 generates an image of the tissue
under investigation including the vessel illuminated by the
radiation from the source 42. This image can facilitate align-
ing the radiation beam from the source 42 onto a vessel.

With continued reference to FIG. 4, the excitation radiation
focused by the optic 54 onto the blood flowing through a
vessel causes multi-photon excitation of one or more intrinsic
cellular fluorophores or exogenous fluorophores of cells pass-
ing through the focal volume. As noted above, in this embodi-
ment, a number of such fluorophores (e.g., Trp, NADH, FAD
and tetracycline) can be simultaneously, or concurrently,
excited via multi-photon excitation. The fluorescence radia-
tion emitted by the excited fluorophores is directed by the
optic 54 to the beam splitter 52, which in turn reflects the
fluorescence onto a detector 66. The detection signals genet-
ated by the detector 66 can be transmitted to an analysis
module 68 to be analyzed, e.g., in a manner discussed above.
As the fluorescence radiation can include a plurality of dif-
ferent wavelengths (in this case as a result of simultaneous
excitation of a plurality of different fluorophores), the detec-
tor 66 can include a plurality of detector elements each of a
which suited for detection of a particular fluorescence wave-
length. By way of example, in some cases, a plurality of
optical elements, such as beam splitters, can be employed to
distribute the fluorescence radiation among such detecting
elements. Alternatively, in some embodiments, each detector
element can be periodically placed in the path of the fluores-
cence radiation to detect radiation of a particular wavelength.

FIG. 5 schematically depicts a combined multi-photon and
one-photon excitation system 70 for performing in-vivo flow
cytometry in accordance with some embodiments of the
invention. The system 70 includes two excitation sources 72
and 74, one of which provides radiation at one or more wave-
lengths suitable for multi-photon excitation of one or more
fluorophores of interest and the other provides radiation at
one or more wavelengths suitable for one-photon excitation
of one or more fluorophores (the same as or different from the
fluorophores that are subjected to multi-photon excitation).

In this embodiment, the source 72 comprises a laser pro-
viding continuous-wave (CW) radiation, though in other
embodiments the source 72 can provide pulsed radiation. By
way of example, the radiation source can be a CW He—Ne
laser providing radiation at wavelengths of 632 to 638 nm,
one of which is commercially available form Coherent of
Santa Clara, Calif. Some other examples of such one-photon
excitation lasers include, without limitation, gas, diode and
solid-state lasers ranging from the ultra-violet to the infra-red,
at wavelengths of about 266, 375, 470, 490, 514, 532, 561,
750, 830 nm. In this embodiment, the other radiation source
74 is a laser providing pulses of radiation with temporal
durations less than about 1 nanosecond, e.g., pulse widths in
arange of about 1 femtosecond to about 900 picoseconds, and
more preferably in a range of about 10 femtoseconds to about
300 femtoseconds. By way of example, the source 74 can be
a pulsed femtosecond Ti:Sapphire tunable laser, e.g., a fem-
tosecond laser available from Spectra Physics, Mountain
View Calif., U.S.A. Other examples of lasers suitable for use
as the source 74 include, without limitation, a pulsed laser
system capable of generating laser pulses with femtosecond-
scale temporal durations, fiber-lasers, regenerative amplifi-
ers, or super-continuum generating light sources that allow
selection of a suitable wavelength with a tunable filter. Fur-
ther, in this embodiment, the radiation source 74 includes a
femtosecond laser for generation of femtosecond pulses, and
an optical parametric amplifier (OPAL, Spectra Physics) to
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shift the wavelength of the femtosecond pulses, and—for
multi-photon excitation of Tryptophan—a doubling crystal
(Spectra Physics) that converts the near-infrared output of the
OPAL to visible light.

The radiation from the sources are coupled via a beam
splitter 76 to another beam splitter 78, which in turn reflects
the radiation from the sources onto a coaxial path toward a
scanner 80, e.g., a resonant galvanometer mirror in this case
(other types of scanners such as those listed above can also be
utilized). Similar to the previous embodiment, the scanner 80
can scan the radiation beams over a portion of a vessel of
interest, e.g., across the diameter of a blood vessel so as to
sample the entire width of the vessel. The fastest cells in an
artery are estimated to move at a velocity of about 10 mm/s
and the smallest leukocytes are approximately 6 microns in
diameter. Hence, in many embodiments, the scan rate is at
least about 1 kHz (e.g., 1.6 kHz), and preferably at least about
2 kHz (e.g., 3.2 kHz), to maximize the intersection of a
radiation beam with cells across a vessel width.

With continued reference to FIG. 5, the two radiation
beams are telecentrically relayed by optical elements 81 and
83 and travel coaxially through beam splitters 82 and 84 to
reach a focusing optic 86 (e.g., an infinity-corrected micro-
scope objective positioned in an inverted configuration) that
focuses the radiation beams, e.g., onto blood flowing through
avessel, to cause one-photon and/or multi-photon excitations
of fluorophores passing through the focal volume. In some
embodiments, the numerical aperture (NA) of the focusing
optic 86 in the forward direction (toward the vessel to be
illuminated) can be, e.g., in a range of about 0.2 to about 1.4
(e.g., 0.8). The excitation lasers and focusing optics are gen-
erally adjusted to optimally probe the depth of the blood
vessel.

The radiation beam having one or more wavelengths suit-
able for one-photon and multi-photon excitation of one or
more fluorophores (e.g., exogenous fluorophores attached to
or within one or more cell types of interest or intrinsic cellular
fluorophores) causes those fluorophores passing through the
focal volume to fluoresce.

The fluorescence radiation caused by one-photon and
multi-photon excitations is collected by the optic 86 to be
transmitted to the beam splitter 84. The beam splitter 84
reflects the fluorescence radiation corresponding to the multi-
photon excitation (herein referred to as “multi-photon fluo-
rescence”) toward a multi-photon detector 90, which in this
case is a photomultiplier tube (PMT), while allowing the
passage of the fluorescence radiation corresponding to one-
photon excitation (herein referred to as “one-photon fluores-
cence”).

The one-photon fluorescence is, however, detected confo-
cally relative to the one-photon excitation. The one-photon
fluorescence radiation continues to travel in a direction oppo-
site to that of the excitation radiation to pass through the beam
splitters 82 and 84 to be reflected by the scanner 80 toward the
beam splitter 78. The reflection of the fluorescence radiation
by the scanner 80 along a reverse direction relative to the
excitation direction undoes the scanning of the beam (i.e., it
de-scans the beam) generating a fluorescence beam that is
substantially stationary in a plane perpendicular to its propa-
gation direction, i.e. it generates a standing spot on the con-
focal pinhole 94. The fluorescence beam passes through the
beam splitter 78 to be focused by a lens 92 onto a confocal
pinhole 94 prior to its detection by a photodetector 96, e.g., a
photomultiplier tube (PMT). Such confocal detection of the
one-photon fluorescence radiation advantageously allows
detecting fluorescence from a selected excitation volume
while minimizing interference from radiation emanating
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from regions outside that excitation volume. The terms “con-
focal detection” and “confocally detecting” are known in the
art, and to the extent that any further explanation is required,
they refer herein to detecting fluorescence photons in a plane
that is conjugate to the plane of excitation radiation that is
focused onto a selected portion of a subject’s circulatory
system, e.g., a vessel, to excite fluorophores passing there-
through.

The detectors 90 and 96 generate output electrical signals
(e.g., output voltages) in response to the detection of fluores-
cence radiation, which can be sent to an analysis module 98
for recording and/or analysis. An increase ina PMT’s output
voltage corresponds directly to an increase in fluorescence
from the sample, indicating the passage of a cell through the
focal volume. Fluorescence signal peaks can be identified by
suitable peak-detection algorithms, such as those discussed
above, and counted to enumerate cells within a given tempo-
ral period.

As in the system shown in FIG. 4, in some implementations
of the system 70, the single-photon and multi-photon detec-
tors can be detector arrays.

Further, similar to the previous embodiment, the system 70
can provide a wide field image of the tissue for visualization
of the vasculature as well as identification of blood vessel
locations for measurement. More specifically, a light emitting
diode (LED) 100 can provide light that is reflected via abeam
splitter 102 as well as the beam splitters 82 and 84 to the optic
86, which in turn focuses the light onto an area of interest. The
returning reflected and/or scattered light is focused by a lens
104 onto a CCD camera 106 that generates an image of the
field of view.

In some cases, the fluorophores (exogenous fluorophores
and/or intrinsic cellular fluorophores) can be excited via one-
photon excitation. Such excitation can be in conjunction with
multi-photon excitation as discussed above, or could be per-
formed without a need for multi-photon excitation. By way of
illustration, FIG. 6 schematically depicts a confocal one-
photon cytometry system 110 that includes an excitation
radiation source 112 (e.g., a CW laser) that provides radiation
suitable for one-photon excitation of one or more fluoro-
phores. The radiation generated by the source passes through
a beam splitter 114 to be directed by a scanner 116 (e.g., a
galvanometer scanner) to two lenses 118 and 120 that relay
the beam onto the focusing optic 124. The beam passes
through another beam splitter 122 to be focused by an optic
124 onto a selected portion of a subject’s tissue, e.g., blood
flowing through a vessel, so as to excite one ore more fluo-
rophores. The fluorescence radiation emitted in response to
such excitation exits the tissue and is collected by the optic
124 onto a path opposite to that of the excitation radiation to
be reflected by the beam splitter 114 onto the lens 126. The
reflection of the fluorescence radiation by the scanner 116
along a reverse direction relative to the excitation radiation
undoes the scanning and hence result in a fluorescence beam
that is substantially stationary in plane orthogonal to the
propagation direction. The lens 126 focuses the returning
fluorescence radiation onto a confocal slit 128, which is
placed in front of a detector 130. The detector 130 in turn
generates electrical signals in response to the detection of the
fluorescence radiation that are transmitted to an analysis
module 140 to be analyzed and/or stored.

Similar to the previous embodiments, a wide field illumi-
nation source 132 can provide a light beam that is reflected by
beam splitters 134 and 122 to be focused by the optic 124 onto
the tissue to facilitate visualization of the vasculature. The
light reflected and/or scattered by the tissue in response to
such illumination is reflected by the beam splitter 122 to pass
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through beam splitter 134 to a lens 136. The lens 136 in turn
focuses the light onto a CCD detector 138, which generates an
image of the field of view.

In some cases, the one-photon excitation apparatus can be
used in tandem with a multi-photon excitation apparatus,
such as that shown in FIG. 4. For example, the one-photon
excitation apparatus can be employed upstream or down-
stream from the multi-photon excitation apparatus. Alterna-
tively, it can be used independent of the multi-photon excita-
tion apparatus.

In some cases, an embodiment of a system for performing
in vivo flow cytometry can optionally include one or more
optical probes, e.g., handheld probes, that are adapted to
probe sites on a patient. By way of example, the probe can
deliver excitation light to a target site, which has optically
accessible surface vessels that can serve as a flow channel,
and collect the emitted fluorescence radiation. Some
examples of suitable target sites can include, without limita-
tion, the fingertip, sclera, wrist, oral mucosa or earlobe.

The Examples below provide further understanding of
salient features of several embodiments of methods according
to the teachings of the invention for performing flow cytom-
etry. The Examples below are illustrative and are not intended
to limit the scope of the invention disclosed herein.

Example 1

A multi-photon microscope was used to capture images of
ex-vivo human lymphocytes and in-vivo mouse leukocytes to
demonstrate the efficacy of the methods and systems accord-
ing to the present invention for real-time imaging of cells. The
multi-photon microscope used to image the cells was of the
type shown schematically in FIG. 7. As illustrated, the two-
photon imaging microscope includes a mode-locked Ti:sap-
phire laser (Spectra-Physics MaiTai-HP, wavelength 750 nm,
100 fs pulse width, 80 MHz repetition rate) pumping an
optical parametric oscillator (Spectra-Physics OPAL), which
in turn generates 100 fs pulses at a wavelength of 1180 nm.
The 1180 nm laser pulses are focused into a p-barium borate
crystal (BBO, CASIX USA, 2 mm thick) to generate 590 nm
wavelength pulses with 60 mW of power.

The laser beam exiting the f-BBO crystal is deflected into
a home-built video-rate (30 frames/second) x-y scanner 144.
The scanner 144 includes a rotating polygon reflector 146 for
directing the beam to two lens 148 and 150, which collimate
the beam and direct to a galvanometer mirror 152 that can
scan the beam to produce a two-dimensional scan. The beam
exiting the scanner 144 is directed via mirrors 154, lenses
156, 158, and another mirror 160 to a dichroic beam splitter
162 (Semrock, FF510-Di01).

The beam passes through the dichroic beam splitter 162
and is then focused onto the sample by a 60x1.2 NA water-
immersion microscope objective lens 164 (Olympus, UPla-
nAPO). The laser power at the sample site was 10 mW. The
two-photon fluorescence signal from the sample in response
to the incident laser pulses was epi-collected, deflected by the
510 nm long-pass dichroic mirror 162, and transmitted
through a 330-380 nm band-pass filter 166 (Semrock, FFO1-
357/44). The fluorescent signal was then detected by a pho-
tomultiplier tube (PMT) 168 (Hamamatsu 3896) and the two-
dimensional images in x-y plane were acquired by a frame
grabber (Active Silicon, Snapper-8/24 PCI) installed on a
Macintosh personal computer 170. Each image had 500x500
pixels. The imaging speed was 30 frames/sec and each static
image was an average of 30 frames.

Using the system shown in FIG. 7, the cells were illumi-
nated with laser light at a wavelength of 590 nm. Naturally
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occurring tryptophan within the cells was excited by the
radiation via two-photon excitation, causing the tryptophan to
fluoresce. FIG. 8A shows an image of the tryptophan fluores-
cence detected by the system from ex vivo human lympho-
cytes.

The system shown in FIG. 7 was also used to produce
images of fluorescence emitted by in vivo mouse leukocytes
in response to two-photon excitation by the laser pulses while
flowing in the vasculature of an ear of a live mouse. In par-
ticular, FIG. 8B is an image of the tryptophan fluorescence
detected by the system from in vivo leukocytes rolling in a
blood vessel in the ear of a live mouse.

The results of these experiments, illustrated in FIGS. 8A
and 8B, show that lymphocytes and leukocytes exhibit detect-
able tryptophan fluorescence in response to multi-photon
excitation at 590 nm both ex vive and in vivo.

Example 2

A two-photon in vivo flow cytometer (TIFC) similar to the
exemplary embodiment shown above in FIG. 5 was used to
detect both two-photon tryptophan fluorescence and one-
photon DiD fluorescence from stationary DiD-labeled cells.
As shown in FIG. 9A, the experimental TIFC system setup
was similar to the embodiment shown in FIG. 5 except that a
single multi-photon excitation source 74 forms the radiation
source. The source 74 was used to excite both two-photon
fluorescence of endogenous tryptophan and one-photon fluo-
rescence of exogenous DiD. The source generates laser light
with a wavelength of 590 nm and pulse width of 100 {5 using
the elements schematically shown in FIG. 9B. The source
generally includes a femtosecond laser, an optical parametric
oscillator, and a frequency doubler. In this experiment, the
laser was a mode-locked Ti:sapphire laser (Spectra-Physics
MaiTai-HP) that generates ultra-short pulses (100 fs) at a
wavelength of 750 nm. This light is then injected into an
optical parametric oscillator (Spectra-Physics OPAL) to cre-
ate a wavelength of 1180 nm, which is subsequently fre-
quency doubled, by a pf-barium borate crystal (BBO, CASIX
USA, 2 mm thick), to create femtosecond pulses at 590 nm
wavelength. The 590 nm pulsed-beam is generated with an
average power of approximately 60 mW.

As shown in FIG. 9A, the pulsed beam generated by the
multi-photon excitation source is transmitted through a dich-
roic beam splitter 78 (Chroma, Rockingham, Vt.) towards a
resonant galvanometric mirror 80, which scans the beam in
one direction at 8 kHz. A telecentric lens pair 81, 83 images
the mirror surface onto the entrance pupil of the 60x1.2 NA
focusing objective 86 (Olympus UPlanAPQ). The combina-
tion of the objective 86 and galvanometric mirror 80 produce
an “optical slit” across the blood vessel needed for cell count-
ing. A large numerical aperture objective ensures a high pho-
ton density in the focus of the objective 86 for efficient gen-
eration of two-photon fluorescence.

A light emitting diode (LED) 100 at 527 nm back-illumi-
nates the sample for widefield illumination. Light scattered
through the sample is collected by the objective and reflected
onto an imaging CCD 106 by a 560 nm long-pass dichroic
beam splitter 82 (Chroma, Rockingham, Vt.). This enables
visualization of the sample in order to position it within the
optical slit for cell counting.

Two-photon generated tryptophan fluorescence collected
by the objective 86 is reflected by a 510 nm long-pass dichroic
beam splitter 84 (Semrock, Rochester, N.Y.) and detected by
a photomultiplier tube detector 90 (PMT). One-photon gen-
erated DiD fluorescence collected by the objective 86 passes
through the dichroic beam splitter 82, 84, travels back
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through the system to be de-scanned by the galvanometric
mirror 80, and is reflected by a 630 nm short-pass dichroic
beam splitter 78 (Chroma, Rockingham, Vt.). DiD fluores-
cence was then focused through a confocal pinhole 94 by lens
92 and was detected by a second PMT 96. Voltage levels from
both PMTs were recorded for analysis by an analysis module
98.

Using the TIFC system discussed above, a stationary (in
vitro), DiD-labeled, melanoma cancer cell sitting stationary
on a microscope slide in the focal plane of the TIFC was
scanned with pulsed laser light at a wavelength of 590 nm.
The data produced by this experiment is shown in FIGS.
10A-10D. FIGS. 10A and 10C are two separate channels
from a single RGB frame and FIGS. 10B and 10D are the
corresponding position traces. FIG. 10A shows the two-pho-
ton tryptophan fluorescence detected by the TIFC system.
FIG. 10C shows the one-photon DiD fluorescence from the
same cell detected by the TIFC system. Since the cell was
stationary, the fluorescence remained constant over time and
therefore appears as a vertical line in the image. The endog-
enous fluorophore tryptophan was detected at 335-379 nm in
response to two-photon excitation. The exogenous DiD was
detected simultaneously at 650-690 nm in response to one-
photon excitation.

The plots of FIGS. 10B and 10D show the normalized
average intensity of tryptophan fluorescence (FIG. 10B) and
DiD fluorescence (FIG. 10D) from each scan of the TIFC
system across the cell. These results show that the tryptophan
and DiD fluorescence exhibited by a stationary in vitro DiD-
labeled cell in the TIFC system focus are detectable by the
system shown in FIG. 9A. The results of the scan and the plot
of fluorescence intensity also show that the detected fluores-
cence signal can distinguish the location of a cell and be
employed to measure the cell size. Additionally, the plots of
tryptophan and DiD fluorescence shown in FIGS. 10B and
10D overlap in both time and position, demonstrating that the
same cell was simultaneously detected by the system.

The TIFC system discussed above was also used to scan
DiD-labeled melanoma cells flowing through a micro-chan-
nel (150 pm in diameter) with pulsed laser light (100 fs
pulses) at a wavelength of 590 nm. FIGS. 11A-11D show the
data produced by this experiment. FIGS. 11A and 11C are
two separate channels from a single RGB frame and FIGS.
11B and 11D are the corresponding time traces. FIG. 11A
shows an image of the tryptophan fluorescence detected by
480 line-scans of the TIFC system (over 60 milliseconds),
while FIG. 11C shows the detected DiD fluorescence from
the same cells. The data shows two cells detected simulta-
neously in both channels. Since the cells are flowing through
the “optical slit,” their fluorescence is detected only for a short
time. Consequently, the cells appear as individual objects
rather than continuous vertical lines. As discussed above,
both two-photon tryptophan fluorescence and one-photon
DiD fluorescence were detected by the system. The plots of
FIGS. 11B and 11D show the normalized intensity of the
tryptophan fluorescence (FIG. 11B) and DiD fluorescence
(FIG. 11D) from the cells as a function of time as they flow
through the “optical slit” created by the scanner of the TIFC.

These results show that the tryptophan and DiD fluores-
cence exhibited by in vitro DiD-labeled cells flowing through
amicro-channel in the focal plane of the TIFCis detectable by
the system shown in FIG. 9A. Additionally, the plots of tryp-
tophan and DiD fluorescence shown in FIGS. 11B and 11D
overlap in both time and position, demonstrating that tryp-
tophan and DiD fluorescence from each cell was simulta-
neously detected by the system.
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Those having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that
various modifications can be made to the above embodiments
without departing from the scope of the invention.
What is claimed is:
1. A method of performing in vivo flow cytometry, com-
prising illuminating at least a portion of blood circulating
through a blood vessel in a live subject with radiation so as to
excite at least one or more intrinsic cellular fluorophores of a
plurality of circulating cells, and flow cytometrically detect-
ing fluorescence radiation signal emitted by said one or more
intrinsic cellular fluorophores in one or more of the circulat-
ing cells in response to said excitation.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising analyzing
said detected fluorescence radiation signal so as to obtain data
about one or more circulating cell types of interest.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein the data comprises a
relative concentration of the one or more circulating cell types
of interest.
4. The method of claim 2, wherein the data indicates the
presence of the one or more circulating cell types of interest.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein said illuminating step
comprises selecting the illuminating radiation so as to cause
multi-photon excitation of said one or more intrinsic cellular
fluorophores.
6. The method of claim 5, wherein the illuminating step
comprises applying at least one radiation pulse to the circu-
lating blood.
7. The method of claim 6, wherein said radiation pulses
have temporal durations less than about 1 nanosecond.
8. The method of claim 6, wherein said radiation pulses
have temporal durations in a range of about 1 femtosecond to
about 900 picoseconds.
9. The method of claim 1, wherein said intrinsic cellular
fluorophores are selected from the group consisting of aro-
matic amino acids, the reduced form of nicotinamide adenine
dinucleotide (NADH), flavin adenine dinucleotide (FAD),
and porphyrins.
10. The method of claim 9, wherein the intrinsic cellular
fluorophore is tryptophan.
11. The method of claim 9, wherein the intrinsic cellular
fluorophore is protoporphyrin IX.
12. The method of claim 1, wherein said illuminating step
comprises illuminating the circulating blood with a plurality
of different excitation wavelengths for exciting different
types of intrinsic cellular fluorophores at two or more differ-
ent excitation wavelengths.
13. The method of claim 12, further comprising comparing
intensity of detected fluorescence signals corresponding to
excitation by said different wavelengths to distinguish fluo-
rescence radiation emanating from different circulating cell
types with intrinsic cellular fluorophores.
14. The method of claim 12, wherein one of said excitation
wavelengths comprises about 295 nm and another of said
excitation wavelengths comprises 255 nm.
15. The method of claim 1,
wherein the illuminating step comprises exciting the intrin-
sic cellular fluorophores of at least one circulating cell at
a first interrogation site, and

further comprising the step of utilizing the detected fluo-
rescence radiation signal to trigger interrogation of the at
least one circulating cell at a second interrogation site.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein interrogation of the at
least one circulating cell at a second interrogation site occurs
after a predetermined time from the detecting step.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein interrogation of the at
least one circulating cell at a second interrogation site com-
prises obtaining a scattering signature of the at least one cell.
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18. The method of claim 15, wherein interrogation of the at
least one circulating cell at a second interrogation site com-
prises obtaining an image of the at least one cell.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the portion of blood is
circulating through the blood vessel in a fingertip, sclera, 5
wrist, oral mucosa, or earlobe of the live subject.
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