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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, hamely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate fo the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-53

A method of diagnosing liver fibrosis comprising measuring
at least 3 markers, such as alpha2-macroglobulin, hyaluronic
acid and tissue inhibitor of metalloproteinases-1,

2. claims: 54-74

Independent claims 54, 65 and 72 have in common : a method
of diagnosing liver fibrosis comprising at least a first and
a second fibrotic marker, X and Y, in relation to not
further defined cut-off values and without further
specification of the marker.

The two inventions lack unity a posteriori. The first method is a method
of diagnosing liver fibrosis based on three specific markers. The second
method is a method of diagnosing liver fibrosis based on any two markers
in relation to a not further defined cut-off value.

The common concept of the two groups of inventions could also be seen as
a method of diagnosing liver fibrosis comprising at least any two
fibrotic markers. This common concept is so broad that it is anticipated
by all the documents cited in the ISR. Methods of diagnosing liver
fibrosis based on different markers are well known in the art (see all
documents cited in the ISR). Methods comprising e.g. 2 markers are
anticipated by the document XP001019695 (see abstract and table 1), in
which serum levels of 7S collagen and type IV collagen are measured for
the diagnosis of hepatic fibrosis.

The problem to be solved by the first invention can be seen as an
alternative or improved method of predicting Tiver fibrosis. The alleged
solution to it seems to be in the combination of the three markers. The
problem to be solved of the second invention appears to be the
improvement of the performance characteristics of a method for predicting
liver fibrosis. This analysis demonstrates that the subject-matter of the
two groups of claims is also not linked by providing a solution to a
common problem. In conclusion, neither the technical features in common
to the groups of claims nor the problem solved by each of the two groups
of claims provides a corresponding special technical feature which
establishes a common general inventive concept linking the two sets of
claims. Therefore, a technical relationship between the subject-matter of
the sets of claims is lacking and the requirement for unity of invention
referred to in Art. 82 and R. 30 EPC is not fulfilled.
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