
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

99
5 

95
3

B
1

TEPZZ 99595¥B_T
(11) EP 2 995 953 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
29.11.2017 Bulletin 2017/48

(21) Application number: 15188374.1

(22) Date of filing: 24.03.2010

(51) Int Cl.:
G01N 33/53 (2006.01) G01N 33/574 (2006.01)

C12Q 1/02 (2006.01)

(54) DEVICES AND METHODS OF CELL CAPTURE AND ANALYSIS

VORRICHTUNGEN UND VERFAHREN FÜR ZELLERFASSUNG UND -ANALYSE

DISPOSITIFS ET PROCÉDÉS DE CAPTURE ET D’ANALYSE DE CELLULES

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 24.03.2009 US 163009 P
20.08.2009 US 235615 P
27.01.2010 US 298871 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
16.03.2016 Bulletin 2016/11

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
10756790.1 / 2 411 808

(73) Proprietor: Biocept, Inc.
San Diego, CA 92121 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• MIKOLAJCZYK, Stephen

San Diego, CA 92117 (US)
• PIRCHER, Tony

San Diego, CA 92128 (US)

• TSINBERG, Pavel
Carlsbad, CA 92009 (US)

• BISCHOFF, Farideh
Sugar Land, TX 77479 (US)

(74) Representative: Cooley (UK) LLP
Dashwood 
69 Old Broad Street
London EC2M 1QS (GB)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A1-00/00826 GB-A- 2 285 863
US-A1- 2009 215 088  

• Mary Nora Dickson ET AL: "Efficient capture of 
circulating tumor cells with a novel 
immunocytochemical microfluidic device", , 22 
August 2011 (2011-08-22), pages 34119-1, 
XP055034319, DOI: 10.1063/1.3623748] Retrieved 
from the Internet: 
URL:http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articl 
es/PMC3364832/pdf/BIOMGB-000005-034119_1.
p df [retrieved on 2012-07-31]



EP 2 995 953 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to micro-channel devices for capturing targets, such as cells and molecules of
interest from solutions, as well as to post-capture analysis of circulating cells. In certain embodiments, the present
invention relates to methods and devices for capturing target cells (e.g. circulating tumor cells) from physiological fluid,
and analyses thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Isolation of target cells or molecules from heterogeneous samples remains a prominent interest for research
applications as well as medical applications, such as diagnostics and therapeutics. In particular, separation of rare cell
types from physiological tissues and bodily fluids obviates the need to obtain large tissue samples and avoids the risks
associated with the procedures required to obtain such samples. For example, isolation of fetal cells from maternal blood
samples for genetic testing avoids the risks associated with aminocentesis or chronic villus sampling. Isolation of circu-
lating tumor cells from a patient would allow the clinician to evaluate the cancer and monitor pathological changes in
the patient’s tumor, as well as evaluate the efficacy of any on-going drug treatments without conducting invasive biopsy
procedures.
[0003] Current methods for separating biological molecules and/or cells from heterogeneous samples typically entail
the use of a high affinity binding partner (e.g. an antibody or antigen) coupled to a solid support. The heterogeneous
sample is passed over the solid support and the target biological molecules or cells of interest are bound by the binding
partner and retained on the solid support. The bound molecules or cells of interest can be subsequently analyzed for
the presence of molecular genomic and proteomic information.
[0004] These current approaches suffer from several technical difficulties, one of which is the problem of non-specific
binding. To minimize non-specific binding, one or more washing steps is required to remove other molecules and/or
cells that are bound to the solid support or binding partner. In addition, the subsequent in situ analysis of cells on the
channel by staining and hybridization procedures may subject the cells to harsh and denaturing conditions. These
washing and analysis procedures can compromise the initial capture of the desired molecule or cell by subjecting the
binding partner to conditions that may cause the binding partner to degrade, lose some of its conformational structure,
or become detached from the solid support.
[0005] Further still, existing methods for analyzing circulating cells (e.g., as captured from a patient sample) for ma-
lignancy, such as staining cells for cytokeratin (CK), have limitations as markers for identifying and/or evaluating circulating
tumor cells.
[0006] Thus, there is a need in the art for additional methods and devices for isolating biological molecules and/or
cells of interest from samples, as well as methods for subsequent analysis of captured targets, such as analysis of
captured, circulating tumor cells.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The present invention provides devices and methods for capturing and/or analyzing biological targets from fluid
samples. In various embodiments, the invention provides methods for capturing circulating tumor cells from biological
samples, for the evaluation of a cancer patient’s disease. In these and other embodiments, the invention provides
methods for identifying and/or evaluating circulating cells for malignancy without or independent or CK status.
[0008] In one aspect, the invention provides a method for capturing biological targets from solution. In this aspect, the
present invention is based, in part, on the discovery that pre-labeling or pre-mixing a sample containing a target (e.g.,
a cell) of interest with a binding partner that specifically binds to the cell enhances the capture of such targets in a micro-
channel device.
[0009] In certain embodiments, the device comprises a micro-channel and a loading mixture. The micro-channel may
comprise a population of posts distributed on the surface of the micro-channel in random pattern. The loading mixture
may comprise a biological sample suspected of containing a target, such as a target cell, and also comprises a first
binding entity. The first binding entity specifically binds to the target (e.g., a target entity on a target cell). The surface
of the micro-channel is coated with a second binding entity that specifically binds, directly or indirectly, to the first binding
entity. In some embodiments, the loading mixture further comprises a third binding entity conjugated to a detectable or
capturable entity, For example, the first binding entity may be a primary antibody, the third binding entity may be a
secondary antibody that specifically binds to the primary antibody, and the second binding entity specifically binds directly
or indirectly to the secondary antibody. In one embodiment, the third binding entity is a biotinylated secondary antibody
that specifically binds to the first binding entity and the second binding entity is avidin. The secondary antibody may be
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intact antibody or any antibody fragment such as Fab’2, Fab’ or Fab. In addition this may include any of the genetically
engineered or expressed forms of antibody fragment such as single chain Fab fragment or single chain variable fragment.
[0010] In another aspect, the present invention provides a method for capturing and/or detecting a target cell in a
biological sample, including rare cell populations as described herein. In one embodiment, the method comprises con-
tacting a biological sample with a first binding entity to form a pre-loading mixture, wherein the first binding entity specifically
binds to a target entity on the surface of the target, cell; passing the pre-loading mixture through a micro-channel, wherein
the surface of the micro-channel is coated with a second binding entity capable of specifically binding to the first binding
entity; and detecting the presence of the target cell on the surface of the micro-channel. The biological sample can be
a physiological or bodily fluid or tissue, such as blood, plasma, serum, bone narrow, semen, vaginal secretions, urine,
amniotic fluid, cerebral spinal fluid, synovial fluid, fine needle aspirates (FNAs) or biopsy tissue sample. In certain
embodiments, the target cell is rare and present at a low ratio in the biological samples. Examples of target, cells that
are rare in the biological samples (e.g., blood) include circulating tumor cells (CTCs), cells that are in early stages of a
disease state such as Stage 1 of tumorigenesis, as well as viral-, bacterial-, or fungal-infected cells.
[0011] In certain embodiments, the target cell is a cancer cell (e.g., a circulating tumor cell), such as a breast cancer
cell, a prostate cancer cell, a colorectal cancer cell, a lung cancer cell, a pancreatic cancer cell, an ovarian cancer cell,
a bladder cancer cell, an endometrine or uterine cancer cell, a cervical cancer cell, a liver cancer cell, a renal cancer
cell, a thyroid cancer cell, a bone cancer cell, a lymphoma cell, a melanoma cell and a non-melanoma skin cancer cell.
The tumor may be an epithelial tumor. In such embodiments, the first binding entity can be an antibody that specifically
binds to circulating epithelial cells. In one embodiment, the first binding entity is an epithelial cell adhesion molecule
antibody (e.g., EpCAM). In these and other embodiments, the first binding entity is a biotinylated-antibody and the second
binding entity is avidin. In various embodiments, the invention involves antibody cocktails as the first binding entity, so
as to capture circulating tumor cells exhibiting a range of epithelial, mesenchymal, stem or progenitor cell characteristics.
[0012] In another embodiment of the invention, the pre-loading mixture further comprises a third binding entity. In such
embodiments, the first binding entity may be a primary antibody, the third binding entity may be a secondary antibody
conjugated to a detectable or capturable entity and the secondary antibody specifically binds to the first binding entity.
A second binding entity specifically binds to the third binding entity via the capturable moiety. In certain embodiments,
the third binding entity is a biotinylated secondary antibody that specifically binds to the first binding entity, and the
second binding entity is avidin.
[0013] In some embodiments, the method further comprises, after cell capture, cross-linking the target cell bound to
the surface of the micro-channel. Cross-linking reagents include protein cross-linking reagents, such as a hydrophilic
homobifunctional NHS crosslinking reagent. In certain embodiments, the captured cells can be subjected to further
analysis in the micro-channel or outside the channel post capture.
[0014] In another aspect, the invention provides a method for post-capture analysis of circulating cells, and in particular,
to examine or evaluate the circulating cells for malignancy. Generally, the invention in this aspect involves evaluating
captured cells for aneuploidy, optionally with evaluation of other markers of malignancy, including mutations. The method
generally does not involve determining, or is independent of, cytokeratin expression.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a micro-channel device comprising a post-containing collection
region in the micro-channel.

Figure 2 is a schematic depicting capture of a circulating tumor cell (CTC) in a micro-channel device that has been
coated with an antibody specific to an antigen on the CTC. B designates biotin.

Figure 3 is a schematic depicting capture of a circulating tumor cell (CTC) in a micro-channel device where the
CTC has been pre-labeled with an antibody specific to a CTC antigens and the micro-channel device has been
coated with a protein capable of binding the cell-specific antibody. B designated biotin.

Figure 4 is a graph showing percentage of T24 EpCAM positive cells captured on either a micro-channel coated
with EpCAM antibodies (EPCAM, channel) or a micro-channel coated with streptavidin (Strep channel) at different
flow rates. In the case of the Strep channel, the T24 cells were pre-labeled with a biotinylated EpCAM antibody prior
to passage over the Strep channel.

Figure 5 is a graph showing the percentage of T24 cells pre-labeled with biotinylated EpCAM, that were captured
on a micro-channel coated with stretpavidin in the presence of different concentrations of excess biotinylated EpCAM,
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antibody. A sample of 250 mL containing approximately 200 cells was applied to the channel.

Figure 6 is a graph showing the percentage of T24 cells pre-labeled with biotinylated EpCAM that were captured
on a micro-channel coated with stretpavidin in the presence of different concentrations of excess biotinylated EpCAM
antibody. A sample of 2 mL containing approximately 200 cells was applied to the channel.

Figure 7 is a graph showing the dilution of the EpCAM, capture antibody that is coated onto the micro-channel
compared to the capture of T24 cells as a function of the same dilution mixture used to pre-label cells prior to
application onto the micro-channel.

Figures 8 is a graph depicting the percentage of T24 or SKOV cells captured on a streptavidin-coated micro-channel
when pre-labeled with either biotinylated Trop-1 antibody alone or in combination with biotinylated Trop-2 antibody.

Figure 9 is a graph depicting the capture of MDA-ND-231 cells on a streptavidin-coated micro-channel when pre-
labeled with either biotinylated anti-EpCAM antibody alone or in combination with a mixture of biotinylated capture
antibodies.

Figure 10 is a graph depicting the percentage of captured SKOV cells on a streptavidin-coated micro-channel when
pre-labeled with biotinylated primary antibody or a combination of non-biotinylated primary antibody and biotinylated
secondary antibody.

Figure 11 shows a series of photomicrographs of cells captured in a coated micro-channel that were subsequently
subjected to washes with a viscous solution at different flow rates (20, 50, and 100 mL/min).

Figure 12 shows a series of photomicrographs of cells captured in a coated micro-channel. The cells were exposed
to a homobifunctional NHS protein cross-linking reagent prior to being subjected to washes with a viscous solution
at different flow rates (20, 50, and 100 mL/min).

Figure 13 is a graph showing the percentage of captured cells on a coated micro-channel in the absence or presence
of a NHS protein cross-linking reagent.

Figure 14 is a graph showing the percentage of captured bladder cancer cells on a coated micro-channel when
using EpCAM, only as the capture antibody compared to using a mixture of antibodies. The graph also shows the
staining of the cell types with anti-cytokeratin and anti-vimentin antibodies.

Figure 15A is a graph showing the capture of SKOV cells by EpCAM antibody compared to capture by an antibody
mixture.

Figure 15B shows the staining of SKOV cells after incubation with EpCAM, antibody or antibody mixture and detected
with fluorescently labeled secondary anti-mouse antibody. FACS analysis of the same cells shows the number of
surface antigens labeled with labeled secondary anti-mouse antibody.

Figure 16 is an image of SKOV cells spiked into blood and captured on a microchannel using a primary antibody
mixture and biotinylated secondary anti-mouse antibody. Cells were stained on the channel with fluorescently labeled
neutravidin which tightly binds biotin. Image shows SKOV cell stained green with NeutrAvidin and nearby white
blood cells that did not stain with neutravidin but stained only with DAPI to detect the nucleus.

Figure 17 shows the recovery of SKBr3 in a blood sample spiked with varying numbers of SKBr3 cells. The results
show that the percent capture is independent of the cell input.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] The present invention provides devices and methods for capturing and/or analyzing biological targets from fluid
samples. In various embodiments, the invention provides methods for capturing circulating tumor cells from biological
samples, for the evaluation of a cancer patient’s disease. In these and other embodiments, the invention provides
methods for identifying and/or evaluating circulating cells for malignancy without or independent of cytokeratin expression.
[0017] In one aspect, the invention is based, in part, on the discovery that pre-labeling or pre-mixing a sample containing
a target of interest with a binding partner that specifically binds to the target allows, e.g., enhances the capture of such
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targets in a micro-channel device, such as a microchannel device described herein. This approach also provides flexibility
in the type and nature of primary antibodies that may be used to label cellular antigens. Accordingly, the present invention
provides a novel device and method for separating biomolecules or cells of interest from samples, particularly biological
samples. In one embodiment, the device comprises a micro-channel and a loading mixture. The micro-channel may
comprise a population of posts distributed on the surface of the micro-channel in random pattern. The loading mixture
may comprise a biological sample suspected of containing a target cell and a first binding entity, wherein the first binding
entity specifically binds to a target entity on the target cell. The surface of the micro-channel is coated with a second
binding entity that specifically binds to the first binding entity, either directly or indirectly.
[0018] Any suitable micro-channel device may be used in connection with the present invention. In some embodiments,
the micro-channel device comprises a plurality of predetermined flow paths. In some embodiments, the micro-channel
device comprises posts or obstacles arranged in a random pattern or a regular or repeat pattern. In some embodiments,
the micro-channel device comprises regions providing streamlined flow or random non-streamlined flow for any fluid
passing through.
[0019] The micro-channel device may be a random-flow device for separating biomolecules or cells as described in
detail in U.S. Published Application No. 2006/0160243, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. Such
devices can be modified as described herein for use in connection with the invention. In general, the random-flow micro-
channel device includes a substrate or support that has a flow path defined therein that includes at least one micro-
channel having a collection region, which flow path is linked to a sample inlet and a liquid outlet. In some embodiments,
the flow path may include several micro-channels, arranged in series, each of which has one such collection region.
Alternatively, a random flow micro-channel may have more than one collection region, arranged in series, and there
may also have more than one inlet and more than one outlet. One particular embodiment of the random flow micro-
channel device is described in Example 1 and illustrated in Figure 1.
[0020] The collection region of the random flow micro-channel can contain a plurality of upstanding posts that are
aligned transverse to the liquid flow path and arranged in an irregular, random pattern across the entire width of the
collection region portion of the flow channel. In one embodiment, the pattern of the posts is such that there can be no
straight-line flow through the collection region and/or that streamlined flow streams are disrupted, assuring there is good
contact between the liquid being caused to flow along the flow path and the surfaces of the posts. The posts in general
are integral with the flat base of the collection region and extend perpendicular thereto, presenting surfaces that are
vertical relative to a horizontal path of liquid being caused to flow through the flow channel of the substrate or support.
[0021] The placement and shape of the posts in the patterned post collection region can be engineered for optimal
fluid dynamics and enhancement of capture of target cells through their specific surface characteristics. Very generally,
in most instances, the preferred shape of the horizontal cross-section of the transverse fixed posts avoids sharp angles
which might promote non-specific binding to the transverse surfaces of the posts. The posts have rectilinear exterior
surfaces and preferably have either a generally circular cross sectional shape or regular polygonal of 6 or more sides.
Alternative shapes that might be used are a tear-drop shape where the tip is at the downstream end and shallowly
curved, or oval shape; however, should more impact be desired, a square shape could be used. In one embodiment,
the pattern of the posts should create a flow pattern in the liquid stream which enhances the capture of target cells by
the second binding entity attached to the surfaces of the posts, the base and the facing surface. To achieve this end,
the posts, e.g., should be of different sizes and be arranged in a set random pattern. A random pattern of posts of different
cross sectional sizes, e.g. circular cross section posts of at least about 3 or 4 different sizes, about 70 to about 130
microns in diameter, in a collection region about 100 microns high where the minimum separation spacing between
posts is 50 to 70 mm and preferably about 60 mm,
[0022] In some embodiments, the cross sectional area of the posts, which all have sidewalls formed by parallel lines
which are perpendicular to the base, is such that they occupy between about 10 to 40% or about 15 to 25% of the volume
of the collection region. Preferable the post pattern will be such that they occupy about 20% of the volume of the collection
region, leaving a void volume for liquid flow of about 80%. The posts are substantially spaced apart from one another,
e.g. by at least about 60 microns, and posts of different sizes are preferably located upstream and downstream of one
another. Smaller posts may create eddy regions downstream of larger posts, and as a result of the flow pattern that is
generated, the surfaces in the vicinity may show particular effectiveness in capturing target cells.
[0023] Generally, the substrate component of the micro-channel device can be made from any suitable laboratory-
acceptable material, such as silicon, fused silica, glass and polymeric materials. It may be desirable to use a material
that is optically transparent, particularly when a diagnosis function is desired to be optionally employed. In its simplest
embodiment, the substrate carrying the fabricated micro-channel is sealed with a plate having a flat surface that will
abut the facing surface of the substrate, Such plate may be fabricated from the same material or may simply be a cover
plate made of glass. Suitable plastics which may be used include polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS), polymethylmethacrylate
(PMMA), polycarbonate, polystyrene, polyethylene teraphthalate, as well as other polymeric resins well known for ac-
ceptable laboratory material usage. Such patterned substrates may be fabricated using any convenient method such
as those selected from among conventional molding and casting techniques.
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[0024] Substrates may be conveniently fabricated from polymeric materials using a master or negative mold structure,
which can be created in a thick negative photoresist, using optical lithography, as well known in this art. For instance,
the construction layer can be formed from a mixture of commercially available, standard grade epoxy resin (EPON SU-
8) photoresist and hardener (SU-82025), which may be spun onto silicon wafer substrates at 2000 rpm to provide, for
example, a 40 or 50 mm thick film of such photoresist. The thickness determines the height of the flow path in the
collection region. The film is subjected to pre-exposure baking for 3 minutes at 60°C and then 7 minutes at 95°C on a
precisely level hot plate to assure even thickness throughout, and the resultant samples are cooled to room temperature.
A Karl Suss Contact Mask Aligner is used to expose a film with the desired pattern for the flow path in the ultimate device.
The film is then post-baked at 65°C for 2 minutes and then at 95°C for 5 minutes before it is developed in a commercial
SU-8 developer for 5 minutes, with light stirring being applied during developing, This creates a negative pattern mold
in the epoxy resin photoresist that is then used as a molding master for replication of patterned post substrates in PDMS
or other suitable polymeric resin. The layout and the dimensions of the micro-channel and of patterned posts in the
collection region are determined by the mask used in exposure step of the fabrication of the master mold. The depth of
the micro-channel is controlled by the thickness of the SU-8 layer of the master mold, which is determined by spin-
coating conditions.
[0025] The invention further involves a loading mixture that comprises a biological sample suspected of containing a
target (e.g., a target cell), and also comprises a first binding entity. The biological sample can include, but is not limited
to, a physiological or bodily fluid or tissue or a cell mixture isolated from a biological sample. For example, the biological
sample can include, without limitation, blood, plasma, serum, semen, vaginal secretions, urine, saliva, amniotic fluid,
cerebral spinal fluid, synovial fluid, a fine needle aspirate (FNA), and a biopsy tissue sample. A target cell can be any
cell comprising a detectable surface antigen, such as a cancer cell, stem cell, fetal cell, a viral-, a bacterial- or a fungal-
infected cell. In some embodiments, the target cell is a cancer cell. In certain embodiments, the target cell is rare and
is present at a low ratio in the biological sample, or expresses a very low level of a particular antigen of interest. Examples
of target cells that are rare in the biological samples include circulating tumor cells (CTCs), cells that are in early stages
of a disease state such as cells at Stage 1 of tumorigenesis, early viral-, bacterial, or fungal-infections.
[0026] Preferable, the first binding entity specifically binds to a target entity on the target cell. The first binding entity
can include, but is not limited to, an antibody, an antigen, an aptamer, a nucleic acid (e.g. DNA and RNA), a protein
(e.g. receptor, enzyme, enzyme inhibitor, enzyme substrate, ligand), a peptide, a lectin, a fatty acid or lipid and a
polysaccharide. In one embodiment, the first binding entity is an antibody. In another embodiment, the first binding entity
comprises a binding entity mixture having at least a first antibody and a second antibody, and wherein the first antibody
specifically binds to a first epitope of the target entity and the second antibody specifically binds to a second epitope of
the target entity. The first binding entity can comprise a mixture of antibodies or binding entities directed to the one or
more target antigens on the cell, or one or more epitopes of the target antigen, or a combination thereof. As used herein
the term "epitope" can refer to a binding region on a singular antigen or a binding region on a second antigen. By way
of example, in some embodiments, the first antibody binds to a first epitope on a first antigen and the second antibody
binds to a second epitope on the first antigen, In other embodiments, the first antibody binds to a first epitope on a first
antigen and the second antibody binds to a second epitope on a second antigen. In certain embodiments, the antibodies
may be conjugated to a tag molecule including, but not limited to biotin, digoxigenin, FLAG epitope, or polyhistidine.
[0027] In another embodiment of the invention, the loading mixture further comprises a third binding entity conjugated
to a detectable or capturable entity. For example, the first binding entity may be a primary antibody or ligand, the third
binding entity is a secondary antibody or ligand that specifically binds to the first binding entity, and the second binding
entity specifically binds to the third binding entity. A primary antibody can include a monoclonal antibody, a polyclonal
antibody, or partially purified antibodies. The secondary antibody can be an antibody that binds to the constant region
of the primary antibody. By way of example, if the primary antibody is a mouse antibody, the secondary antibody may
be an anti-mousse antibody. The detectable or capturable entity conjugated to the secondary antibody can be a tag
including, but not limited to, biotin, digoxigenin, FLAG epitope, or polyhistidine. In one embodiment, the loading mixture
further comprises a third binding entity, wherein the first binding entity is a primary antibody, the third binding entity is a
biotinylated secondary antibody that specifically binds to the first binding entity and the second binding entity is avidin.
As used herein, the term "avidin." includes any expressed or engineered form of the avidin biotin-binding molecule, such
as streptavidin, neutravidin and the like.
[0028] The surface of the micro-channel of the device is coated with a second binding entity that specifically binds to
the first binding entity. The second binding entity can be an antibody, an antigen, an aptamer, a nucleic acid (e.g. DNA
and RNA), a protein (e.g. receptor, enzyme, enzyme inhibitor, enzyme substrate, ligand), a peptides, a lectin, a fatty
acid or a lipid, and/or a polysaccharide. The second binding entity may be the same type of molecule as the first binding
entity (e.g. antibody-antibody or nucleic acid-nucleic acid) or it may be a different type of molecule than the first binding
entity (e.g. nucleic acid-protein). The second binding entity can directly bind to the first binding entity or it can indirectly
bind to the first binding entity through a tag molecule. For instance, if the first binding entity is a biotinylated primary
antibody, the second binding entity can be avidin. In one embodiment, the second binding entity is avidin. In some
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embodiments, the loading mixture can comprise both a first binding entity and a third binding entity, wherein the first
binding entity binds to a target entity (e.g., on the target cell) and the third binding entity specifically binds to the first
binding entity. In such embodiments, the second binding entity specifically binds to the third binding entity either directly
or indirectly through a detectable entity. By way of example, if the first binding entity is a mouse primary antibody and
the third binding entity is an anti-mouse antibody conjugated to digoxigenin, then the second binding entity can be an
anti-digoxigenin antibody.
[0029] The polymeric surface of the micro-channel and/or the patterned post or obstacle region comprised therein can
be derivatized in various ways to enable the attachment of the second binding entity onto all the surfaces. For example,
after plasma treatment and closure of the micro-channel-carrying substrate, a 1 to 50 volume % solution of an amino-
functional silane (e.g. a 3% solution of Dow Corning Z-6020), or a thio-functional silane, in ethanol may be injected into
the micro-channel to fill the collection region between the sample inlet and sample outlet regions, and the flooded micro-
channel can then be left to incubate for 30 minutes at room temperature. Derivitization can be performed on a non-fully
cured polymer, such as PDMS, before the closure of the micro-channel region with a plate. In such case, an alternative
is to slightly undercure the PDMS substrate and then complete the curing after affixing the seal plate and treating with
the substituted silane or other functionalizing reagent. For example, a final heating step of about 90 minutes at about
50 to 90° C might be used to complete the curing after treating with the Z-6020. Alternatively, one or two days at room
temperature would also complete the curing. Such derivatization treatment can also be performed before the closure of
the micro-channel region because derivatization of the facing flat surface is of no real consequence. The flow path is
then purged with ethanol, and the micro-channel is ready for attachment of the second binding entity.
[0030] Second binding entities can be directly or indirectly immobilized upon the surfaces of the posts, obstacles,
and/or the micro-channel, and the surfaces can be pre-treated and/or coated to facilitate attachment. In some embodi-
ments, indirect immobilization is preferred and contemplates the employment of an intermediate agent or substance
that is first linked to the post or surface. It may be desired to use coupling pairs to link to the intermediate agent. For
example, avidin, or an antibody directed against another species antibody, might be attached to the intermediate agent,
such as a NHS/maleimide heterobifunctional linker, which would thereafter couple to a biotinylated antibody or to an
antibody of such other species.
[0031] Flow through the devices of the invention can be achieved by any suitable means, with or without exterior force.
In one embodiment, flow through the devices of the invention is achieved by pumping, e.g. using a syringe pump or the
like, or by vacuum that would draw liquid through from a reservoir at an inlet well provided by a large diameter inlet hole.
Preferably such a well is included which has a capacity to hold about 50 ml to about 500 ml of liquid sample. In one
embodiment, the design of the flow channel is such that, at flow rates through the device within a reasonable range (e.g.
by injection of sample using a syringe pump or equivalent device, such as a Biocept syringe pump, or a standard Harvard
Apparatus infusion syringe pump or other commercially available syringe pump) to create a slow in the collection region
at a rate of about 0.01 to 100 mm per second, there is substantial disruption of streamlined flow through the region
without creating turbulence. This results from the random arrangement of posts of different sizes and the relative spacing
of the posts throughout the collection region. Relatively smooth, non-streamlined flow without dead spots is achieved
at a preferred liquid flow rate of between about 0.3 to 10 mm/sec, and more preferably the flow rate is maintained between
about 0.5 and 5 mm/sec and is achieved by suction from an inlet well of defined size.
[0032] The present invention also provides a method for detecting a target cell in a biological sample using the devices
described herein. For example, the method may comprise contacting a biological sample with a first binding entity to
form a pre-loading mixture, wherein the first binding entity specifically binds to a target entity on the surface of the target
cell, passing the pre-loading mixture through a micro-channel, wherein the surface of the micro-channel is coated with
a second binding entity capable of specifically binding to the first binding entity, and detecting the presence of the target
cell on the surface of the micro-channel. In certain embodiments, the micro-channel comprises a population of posts
distributed on the surface of the micro-channel in random pattern.
[0033] Various types of biological samples, such as blood, plasma, serum, bone marrow, semen, vaginal secretions,
urine, saliva, amniotic fluid, cerebral spinal fluid, synovial fluid, lung lavages, fine needle aspirates (FNAs) and biopsy
tissue samples, are suitable for use in the methods of the invention. In one embodiment, the biological sample is a blood
sample from a patient. The target cell can be present in the biological sample in the ratio of 1 out of 1010 cells, 1 out of
5x107, or 1 out of 104 cells. A target cell can be any cell comprising a detectable surface antigen, such as a cancer cell,
stem cell, fetal cell, a viral-, a bacterial-, or a fungal-infected cell.
[0034] In one particular embodiment, the target cell is a cancer cell. The cancer cell can be a cell from any type of
cancer, such as an epithelial cancer, including, but not limited to, breast cancer cells, prostate cancer cells, colorectal
cancer cells, lung cancer cells, pancreatic cancer cells, ovarian cancer cells, bladder cancer cells endometrial or uterine
cancer cells, cervical cancer cells, liver cancer cells, renal or kidney cancer cells, thyroid cancer, bone cancer cells,
lymphoma cells (e.g. Hodgkin’s lymphoma, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma), melanoma cells, and non-melanoma skin cancer
cells.
[0035] The first binding entity can be any of the molecules as described herein. In one embodiment, the first binding
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entity is an antibody, The first binding entity may be a biotinylated-antibody and the second binding entity may be avidin.
In some embodiments, the first binding entity can be an antibody that specifically binds to circulating epithelial cells. The
antibody can be an epithelial cell adhesion molecule (EpCAM,) antibody, such as an antibody that specifically binds to
an epithelial cell surface adhesion protein. The first binding entity may be a cocktail of two, three, four, five, or more
antibodies, for example, as described herein for capture of target cancer cells. For Example, the antibody cocktail may
comprise at least antibody against an epithelial cell surface antigen, and at least one antibody against an antigen that
is indicative of a mesenchymal phenotype, to thereby isolate cells having a range of epithelial and/or mesenchymal
characteristics from the sample.
[0036] For example, where the target cell is a breast cancer cell, the first binding entity may be an antibody that
specifically binds to EpCAM (epithelial cell adhesion molecule), Her2/neu (Human Epidermal growth factor Receptor 2),
MUC-1, EGFR (epidermal growth factor receptor), TAG-12 (tumor associated glycoprotein 12), IGF1R (insulin-like growth
factor 1 receptor), TACSTD2 (tumor associated calcium signal transducer 2), CD318, CD340, CD 104, N-cadherin or a
combination (e.g., cocktail) of two or more thereof.
[0037] In yet another embodiment, the target cell is a prostate cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody
that specifically binds to EpCAM, MUC-1, EGFR, PSMA (prostate specific membrane antigen), PSA (prostate specific
antigen), TACSTD2, PSCA (prostate stem cell antigen), PCSA (prostate cell surface antigen), CD318,CD104, N-cadherin
or a combination thereof. In another embodiment, the target cell is a colorectal cancer cell and the first binding entity is
an antibody that specifically binds to EpCAM, CD66c, CD66e, CEA (carcinoembryonic antigen), TACSTD2, CK20 (cy-
tokeratin 20), CD104, MUC-1, CD318, N-cadherin or a combination thereof.
[0038] In still another embodiment, the target cell is a lung cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that
specifically binds to CK18, CK19, CEA, EGFR, TACSTD2, CD318,CD104, or EpCAM or a combination thereof. In another
embodiment, the target cell is a pancreatic cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds
to MUC-1, TACSTD2, CEA, CD104, CD318,N-cadherin, EpCAM, or a combination thereof. In yet another embodiment,
the target cell is an ovarian cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to MUC-1,
TACSTD2, CD318, CD104, N-cadherin, EpCAM or a combination thereof.
[0039] In another embodiment, the target cell is an endothelial bladder cancer cell and the first binding entity is an
antibody that specifically binds to CD34, CD146, CD62, CD105, CD106, VEGF receptor (vascular endothelial growth
factor receptor), MUC-1 or a combination thereof. In another embodiment, the target cell is an epithelial bladder cancer
cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to TACSTD2, EpCAM, CD318, EGFR, 6B5 or Folate
binding receptor,
[0040] The target cell may be a cancer stem cell, and the first binding entity may be an antibody that specifically binds
to CD133, CD135, CD117, CD34 or a combination thereof
[0041] In some embodiments, the target cell is a circulating cancer cell that expresses mesenchymal antigens and
the first binding entity is an antibody (or antibody cocktail) that specifically binds to EGFR1, EGFR4, EGFR, N-cadherin,
folate binding receptor, and MSC or a combination thereof.
[0042] In some embodiments, the target cell is a circulating cancer cell that expresses angiogenesis surface antigens
and the first binding entity includes an antibody that specifically binds to a VEGF receptor.
[0043] In other embodiments, the target cell is a melanoma cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that
specifically binds to one or more of the melanocyte differentiation antigens, oncofetal antigens, tumor specific antigens,
SEREX antigens or a combination thereof. Examples of melanocyte differentiation antigens, include but are not limited
to tyrosinase, gp75, gp100, Melan A/MART 1 or TRP-2. Examples of oncofetal antigens include antigens in the MAGE
family (MAGE-A1, MAGE-A4), BAGE family, GAGE family or NY-ESO1. Examples of tumor-specific antigens include
CDK4 and β-catenin. Examples of SEREX antigens include D-1 and SSX-2.
[0044] In certain embodiments, the first binding entity is an antibody directed to mutated peptides that are activated
as a result of cellular transformation. These peptides include but are not limited to mutated introns, N-acetylglucosam-
inyltranferase, V gene product, MUM-1 and p15.
[0045] In other embodiments, the first binding entity is an antibody that recognizes the ganglioside, GM2, GD2, GM3
and/or GD3; high molecular weight chondroitin sulfate proteoglycan, CD146, or p97 melanotransferrin.
[0046] In certain embodiments, the target cell is a circulating tumor cell (CTC), A CTC in the blood sample is a tumor
cell is often defined by staining positive for CK and DAPI and is staining negative for CD45 (CK+, CD45-, DAPI+), whereas
lymphocytes are CD45+. Detection of the CTCs in the blood circulation can aid disease management, including the
ability to monitor treatment efficacy or failure. However, due to the limited number of available CTC-specific antibodies,
CTCs have failed to be captured in about 40% - 60% of patient blood samples. Accordingly, the present invention in
some aspects provides a method for capturing and detecting these rare CTCS.
[0047] In some embodiments, the first binding entity is a mixture (e.g., cocktail) of at least a first antibody and a second
antibody, wherein the first antibody specifically binds to a first epitope of the target entity and the second antibody
specifically binds to a second epitope of the target entity. The first and second epitopes can be present on the same
antigen (molecule) or the first and second epitopes can be present on different antigens (molecules).
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[0048] In one embodiment, the first binding entity can be a mixture of a first antibody and a second antibody, wherein
the first antibody specifically binds to a stem cell antigen and the second antibody specifically binds to a cancer cell
antigen. Stem cell antigens can be present on cancer stem cells, and antibodies directed to these stem cell antigens
can be added as general capture antibodies to one or more antibodies directed to cancer antigens, such as those
described herein. In some embodiments, the first antibody specifically binds to CD133, CD135, CD117, CD34 or com-
binations thereof, and the second antibody specifically binds to a cancer antigen.
[0049] In another embodiment, the first binding entity can be a mixture of a first antibody and a second antibody,
wherein the first antibody specifically binds to a mesenchymal marker and the second antibody specifically binds to a
cancer cell antigen. Circulating tumor cells can downregulate epithelial markers and upregulate mesenchymal markers,
and thus can be captured by antibodies that specifically bind to such mesenchymal markers. In some embodiments, the
first antibody specifically binds to FGFR1 (fibroblast growth factor receptor 1), FGFR4, MSC (mesenchymal stem cell
antigen), EGFR, N-cadherin, folate binding receptor or combinations thereof, and the second antibody specifically binds
to a cancer antigen.
[0050] In still another embodiment, the first binding entity can be a mixture of a first antibody and a second antibody,
wherein the first antibody specifically binds to an angiogenesis marker and the second antibody specifically binds to a
cancer cell antigen. In certain embodiments, the first antibody specifically binds to a VEGF receptor, and the second
antibody specifically binds to a cancer antigen.
[0051] In another embodiment of the invention, the method further comprises contacting the pre-loading mixture with
a third binding entity, The first binding entity may be a primary antibody, the third binding entity may be a secondary
antibody conjugated to a detectable or capturable entity, and the secondary antibody specifically binds to the first binding
entity. The second binding entity specifically binds to the third binding entity (e.g., via the capturable entity). In another
embodiment, the method further comprises contacting the pre-loading mixture with a third binding entity, wherein the
first binding entity is a primary antibody, the third binding entity is a biotinylated secondary antibody that specifically
binds to the first binding entity, and wherein the second binding entity is an avidin molecules, The secondary antibody
may be a whole or an intact antibody, or fragment thereof, such as Fab’2, Fab’ or Fab, or any antibody derivatives. A
derivatized antibody can be a fragment of the antibody, an antibody that has been conjugated to a fatty acid, carbohydrate,
peptide, a chemical entity such as a fluorescein, streptavidin etc, A derivatized antibody can be an antibody where the
amino acids have been modified to increase the avidity or affinity of the antibody to the target protein.
[0052] In some embodiments, the method further comprises cross-linking the target cell bound to the surface of the
micro-channel. Several cross-linking agents can be employed to cross-link the bound target cells to the micro-channel,
for example via, amino groups (amide, amine etc.), carbonyl groups, acyl groups, alkyl groups, aryl groups, sulfhydryl
groups, and others that are well known to one skilled in the art. Examples of cross-linking agents include, but are not
limited to, hydrophilic homobifunctional NHS crosslinking reagents (e.g. Bis(NHS)PEO-5 (bis N-succinimidyl-[pentaeth-
ylene glycol] ester) to crosslink primary amines, homobifuctional isothiocyanate derivatives of PEG or dextran polymers,
glutaraldehyde, heterobifunctional crosslinkers containing NHS on one end and maleimide on the other end of the
polymer; peroxide treated carbohydrate polymers to form reactive aldehyde polymers, and EDC (1-Ethyl-3-[3-dimeth-
ylaminopropyl]carbodiimide hydrochloride) to crosslink carboxyl groups to primary amines. The length of the crosslinkers
may be varied by adding one or more polymeric units between the two reactive groups on either end of the linker. Suitable
polymeric units include, but are not limited to polymeric methylene glycol, carbon chains, polynucleotides, polypeptides,
and polysaccharides.
[0053] The cross-linking reagent can be applied to the micro-channel following capture of the target cells. In some
embodiments, a second cross-linking treatment is employed following labeling (e.g. fluorescent labeling) of the captured
cells to cross-link the label to the captured cells. The concentration of the cross-linking agent and duration of treatment
will depend on the type and reactivity of cross-linking reagent, type of target cell, binding entities employed to capture
the cells, and expression level of surface antigen to which a binding entity binds. Suitable concentrations can be from
about 0.01 mM to about 10 mM, more preferably from about 0.5 mM to about 5 mM, or most preferably about 1 mM.
Duration of treatment with the cross-linking reagent can be from about 5 min to about 120 min, about 15 min to about
90 min, or about 30 min to about 60 min. Optimization of the concentration of cross-linking reagent and duration of
treatment is within the skill of the ordinary artisan.
[0054] Detecting the presence of captured cells can be by one of several methods known to those skilled in the art.
In one embodiment, captured cells can be visualized by photomicroscopy. In another embodiment, captured cells may
be labeled with a fluorescent molecule or stained and visualized by fluorescent microscopy or by measuring a fluorescent
signal. For instance, captured cells may be stained with the nuclear dye DAPI and subsequently visualized by fluorescence
microscopy. In another embodiment, detecting the presence of the target cell is carried out by detecting the presence
of the first binding entity, Detection of the first binding entity can include exposing the captured cells to a tagged molecule
that recognizes and binds the first binding entity. For example, the tagged molecule may be an antibody labeled with a
fluorescent tag or colored latex particle that binds to the first binding entity. In one embodiment, the first binding entity
is a biotinylated antibody and the tagged molecule is fluorescently labeled avidin. In some embodiments, the tagged
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molecule may be the same type of molecule as the second binding entity, In embodiments where a third binding entity
is present, the detection of the captured cells can comprise detecting the presence of the third binding entity. In such
embodiments, the tagged molecule recognizes and binds to the third binding entity. For example, the first binding entity
can be a mouse antibody, the third binding entity can be a biotinylated secondary antibody that binds to mouse antibodies
(e.g. a goat derived anti-mouse antibody), and the tagged molecule can be either a fluorescently labeled avidin or a
fluorescently labeled antibody that binds to the third binding entity (e.g. a rabbit derived anti-goat antibody).
[0055] In some embodiments, subsequent analysis of the captured cells may be desired. In one embodiment, captured
cells can be released from the micro-channel and collected for further analysis. Several methods for releasing the
captured cells are known in the art and can include mechanical means (e.g. high fluid flow), chemical means (e.g. change
in pH), or use of enzymatic cleavage agents. For example, a reagent may be applied to the micro-channel to cleave the
second binding entity or to cleave the bond between the second binding entity and the cells in order to release the target
cells from the micro-channel. For instance, trypsin, proteinase K, collegenase, or a specifically focused enzyme may be
used to degrade the second binding entity (e.g. antibodies, streptavidin) and/or the cell surface antigens. During such
cleavage, the outlet from the micro-channel is connected to a reservoir or other collector, and the discharge stream
carrying the released cells is collected for further analysis. Such further analysis may include, but is not limited to,
detection of aneuploidy (including monosomy or Trisomy of, for example, chromosomes 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, and/or 17),
gene amplification, detection of gene mutation, gene duplication and other nucleic acid or protein changes well known
in the art. For example, a gene mutation can be a substitution, addition, deletion of one or more nucleotides in a gene
sequence. In one embodiment, the nucleic acid, such as DNA or RNA , obtained from the released cells can be subjected
to fluorescent in-situ hybridization (FISH), PCR analysis, RFLP (restriction fragment length polymorphism) analysis,
DNA sequencing, etc. In another embodiment, proteins or glycoproteins, including peptides and amino acids obtained
from the released cells can be subjected to, for example but not limited to, amino acid or peptide, analysis or sequencing,
GC-MS and other techniques known to those skilled in the art of protein analyses. In yet another embodiment, the
captured cell released from the micro-channel device can be analyzed morphologically by light microscopy, electron
microscopy, scanning microscopy, immunocytochemistry staining (ICC) for internal cellular structures or surface proteins
expression, etc.
[0056] In another embodiment, the captured cells may be further analyzed in situ. For example, the cells may be
counted while attached, labeled with fluorescent markers, subject to in situ hybridization analysis, such as FISH. Because
antibody-antigen bonds are not covalent, they can be dissociated under some circumstances. Therefore, in some em-
bodiments, it is highly desirable to further stabilize the cells on the micro-channel by crosslinking the cells to the channel
so that cells are not dislodged and lost during the various in situ labeling, heating, denaturing and washing steps. Cross-
linking can be a particularly important consideration with cells that express a low level of the surface antigens targeted
by the first binding entity since these cells can be more weakly attached to the second binding entity. Covalent crosslinking
of the cells to the channel surface matrix can stabilize captured cells during post-capture analysis.
[0057] In another aspect, the invention provides a method of post-capture analysis of circulating cells. The circulating
cells may be captured as described herein, including by the methods or devices of the invention. In some embodiments,
the circulating cells are captured and evaluated without one or more enrichment and/or cell replicating or duplicating
processes, e.g., via cell culture, etc. In this aspect, circulating cells are evaluated for malignancy independent of CK
status or expression, e.g., without CK staining and/or any other evaluating assay. For example, in accordance with this
aspect, captured cells are evaluated (as described herein) for aneuploidy. The aneuploidy may be with respect to, for
example, chromosomes 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, and/or 17. In certain embodiments, the invention involves evaluating circulating
cells for monosomy or trisomy 8, 11, and/or 17. In certain embodiments, the invention involves evaluating circulating
cells for monosomy 8, 11, and/or 17. Aneuploidy may be detected using any know method, such as FISH. Additionally
markers of cancer or malignancy may be used (except cytokeratin expression), such as those described herein, including
Her2 expression.
[0058] This invention is further illustrated by the following additional examples that should not be construed as limiting.

EXAMPLES

Example 1 Construction of basic micro-channel device

[0059] One embodiment of a micro-channel device for separating biomolecules or cells is shown in Figure 1. The
device comprises a substrate or support 11 which is formed with a flow path that includes a micro-channel 13 to which
sample liquid is to be supplied through an opening or well 15 that serves as an entrance or inlet at a first end of the
device and an opening 19 that serves as an outlet at the second end of the device. The cross-section of the collection
region 17 is greater than that of an inlet section 18 that leads there into from the inlet opening 15. The inlet section
contains one or more pairs of axially aligned divider/supports 21 just upstream of where it widens at the end of the region
18 to enter the collection region 17. These central dividers break the flow into two or more paths and serve to distribute
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the flow of liquid more evenly as it is delivered to the entrance end of the collection region 17. The collection region
contains a plurality of upstanding posts 23 that are aligned transverse to the liquid flow path and arranged in an irregular,
generally random pattern across the entire width of the collection region portion of the flow channel. The pattern of the
posts is such that there can be no straight-line flow through the collection region and that streamlined flow streams are
disrupted, assuring there is good contract between the liquid being caused to flow along the flow path and the surfaces
of the posts. The posts are integral with the flat base of the collection region 17 and extend perpendicular from the base,
presenting surfaces that are vertical relative to a horizontal path of the liquid being caused to flow through the flow
channel of the substrate 11. Another flow divider/support 21a is located at the exit from the collection region.
[0060] The substrate is formed from PDMS and is bonded to a flat glass plate to close the flow channel. The interior
surfaces throughout the collection region are derivatized with amine groups (Inventors; Is the amine group specific to
PDMS or can there be other active groups, e.g. SH- that can be derivatized. I seem to remember one can coat supports
with polylysine to attach cells or positively charged proteins) by incubating for 30 minutes at room temperature with a
3% solution of 3-aminopropyltriethoxysilance. After washing with ethanol the amine groups on the channel are derivatized
for 30 minutes with bifunctional PEG linker molecule containing an NHS ester on one end and a maleimide group on
the other end. In this reaction the NHS group reacts with the amine groups on the channel. After washing the channel
with PBS a solution of 0.5 mg/mL thiolated streptavidin is added which will react with the maleimide groups on the other
end of PEG linkers attached to the channel. Thiolated streptavidin is prepared by treatment of streptavidin with Traut’s
reagent as is commonly known in the art. After incubation for 60 min, the excess thiolated streptavidin is washed from
the micro-channel with PBS/1% BSA and stored for future use.
[0061] In a typical example, 10 mLs of blood is obtained and the buffy coat is isolated by density gradient sedimentation
as is commonly known in the art. The buffy coat contains the nucleated white blood cell fraction of the blood and also
contains epithelial or other nucleated cells present in the blood. The buffy coat contained in a volume of approximately
0.5 mL in a centrifuge tube is incubated with the first binding entity of the present invention for 30 min, and then the tube
is filled with approximately 30-fold excess of PBS/BSA and centrifuged to pellet the buffy coat cells. The sample is
resuspended in approximately 200 mL and passed through the avidin-coated micro-channel by hooking the micro-channel
device up to outlet tubing from a syringe pump which is filled with about 50 mL of the cell suspension. The syringe pump
is operated to produce a slow continuous flow of the sample liquid through the micro-channel device at room temperature
and a rate of about 10 mL/min. During this period, the avidin attached to the surfaces in the collection region where the
random pattern of transverse posts are located, captures the target cells of interest in the sample. After the entire sample
has been delivered by the syringe pump, a slow flushing is carried out with a PBS/1% BSA aqueous buffer. About 100
mL of this aqueous buffer is fed through the device over a period of about 10 minutes, which effectively removes all non-
specifically bound biomaterial from the flow channel in the device. Two additional washings are then carried out, each
with about 100 mL of PBS/1% BSA over a period of about 10 minutes.
[0062] At this time, inasmuch as the device is made of optically clear material, microscopic examination can be made
of the effects of the capture using photomicroscopy, Captured cells may be treated further with additional antibodies
and fluorescent probes and analyzed by fluorescence microscopy.

Examples 2. Comparison of cell capture rates between pre-labeled micro-channels and pre-labeled cells

[0063] As described in U.S. Published Application No. 2006/0160243, filed January 18, 2005 and elsewhere (Nagrath
et al. (2007) Nature, Vol. 450(7173):1235-9), previous devices for capturing cells of interest comprised a micro-channel
that was derivatized with an antibody that was specific to antigens on the cells of interest. The suspension containing
the rare cells of interest was then passed through the channel and cells were captured by the cell-specific antibody
(Figure 2).
[0064] While the level of antigen expression can be determined in cultured cells and on clinical tissue samples such
as tumors, it is not known precisely how many antigens are available on the surface of a circulating tumor cell (CTC). It
is known that tumors are highly heterogeneous and that cells detached from the tumor into the blood can change their
expression levels of antigen. Therefore, it is most likely that CTCs are a highly heterogeneous population with specific
antigen levels varying from very low to very high in any given sample. To obtain maximum capture of CTCs from a
sample, it is best to optimize the system to capture cells with the lowest antigen expression levels.
[0065] The devices of the present invention comprise a micro-channel derivatized with a general antibody or protein
that can bind to cell-specific antibodies as described in Example 1. The cell-specific antibody is added to the sample
containing the cells of interest prior to passing the sample through the micro-channel, thus pre-labeling the cells. The
cells of interest are then captured when the general antibody or other protein coating the channel binds to the cell-specific
antibody bound to the cells of interest (Figure 3).
[0066] The following set of experiments were conducted to determine whether pre-labeling a sample containing CTCs
with antigen-specific antibodies result in a better capture rate on micro-channel devices as compared to micro-channel
devices coated with the antigen-specific antibody. A common antigen used to capture CTCs is EpCAM, an epithelial
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cell surface adhesion molecule. For these experiments, the bladder cell line, T24, was used, which is known to express
low levels of EpCAM.
[0067] In the traditional device, the micro-channel was derivatized with streptavidin and then biotinylated antibody for
EpCAM was pre-loaded onto the channel (EpCAM channel). The EpCAM antibody was able to bind the EpCAM antigen
on the surface of the T24 cells, thus capturing the cells in the micro-channel. In the device of the present invention, the
micro-channel was derivatized with streptavidin (Strep channel) and the biotinylated antibody for EpCAM was incubated
with the sample of T24 cells at approximately 1 mg/mL for 30-60 mins. prior to passage of the cells over the streptavidin-
coated channel. The streptavidin binds to the biotinylated EpCAM antibody bound to the surface of T24 cells, thus
capturing the cells in the micro-channel. Thus the reagent components of the two devices are identical except that they
are applied to the devices in a different order.
[0068] As shown in Figure 4, use of the streptavidin-coated channel with cells pre-incubated with the biotinylated
EpCAM antibody unexpectedly produced capture percentages about twice as high as those obtained with the EpCAM
channel and unlabeled cells. The increased capture percentage is about 2-3 fold higher when cells are passed through
the channel under multiple flow rates.
[0069] In a next series of experiments, 1.2 mg/mL of the biotinylated- EpCAM antibody was pre-incubated with the
cells for 30 mins. This concentration of antibody was about 100 to 1000 fold molar in excess over the total antigens
present on the T24 cells and therefore, significant excess antibody remained in each suspension. After a 30 mins.
incubation, the excess antibody was diluted to less than 0.05 mg/mL by dilution of the cells to approximately 200 cells
for application on the channel. This sample of cells served as a control sample and was applied directly to the channel
in 250 mL PBS/BSA (sample A in Figure 5). In samples B-D excess antibody at the indicated concentrations were added
back to the 250 mL cell suspension prior to running on the channel. As shown in Figure 5, free antibody does not interfere
with binding to the streptavidin on the channel, and does not decrease cell capture as expected, but in fact increases
cell capture.
[0070] In a similar experiment, the volume of the initial cell suspension applied to the channel was increased from 250
ml to 2 mL. Since the mg per mL of the added extra antibody remained the same as in Figure 5, the total mg of absolute
antibody in the sample with approximately 200 cells was nearly 10 times higher than in Figure 5. As shown in Figure 6,
the added extra antibody shows a similar increase in cell recovery relative to the concentration of the antibody that was
observed in the results depicted in Figure 5. This result indicates that the observation of higher recovery is related to
the concentration of excess antibody in the cell suspension and not the absolute mg of total antibody in the cell suspension.
[0071] The results of this series of experiments show unexpected advantages in collecting cells of interest in a micro-
channel flow device when the cells are pre-labeled with antibody. As seen in Figure 4, pre-incubating the cells with
antigen-specific antibody significantly improves capture in the micro-channel device as compared to capture in micro-
channels coated with the antigen-specific antibody. In addition, the presence of excess antibody in the cell sample during
the run does not limit this methodology but can in fact mediate increased binding of the cellular antigens to the streptavidin
matrix on the channel, thereby enhancing capture.

Example 3. Use of multiple antibodies increases the capture rate of target cells

[0072] It has traditionally been considered most efficient to pre-load an antibody onto the channel. However, the
negative affects on cell capture of loading a channel with multiple antibodies have not been previously considered. An
advantage of using a micro-channel coated with a general binding partner (e.g. antibody or protein) of an antigen-specific
antibody is that multiple antibodies can be added to a cell suspension to pre-label cells without lessening the availability
of any single antibody. Because multiple antigen sites on a cell are not mutually exclusive, when adding multiple antibodies
to the cell suspension the capture efficiency on the channel is not diminished for any single antibody. By way of example,
if the channel could accommodate 100 antibody sites and a mixture of 5 different antibodies were added to coat the
channel, then each antibody would occupy ∼20% of the channel space. Thus, the potential binding efficiency for each
individual antibody is only 20% of what it would be if it covered the entire channel. Regardless of the number of antigens
on the cell, the channel is inherently less efficient at capturing those cells with only 20% of that individual antibody. When
the cell has a low number of target antigens, the efficacy in capturing these low antigen expressing cells can be amplified
by the addition of the antibodies specific for other target antigen in the cell suspension prior to binding to the substrate
or support of the micro-channel device. For example, if the same 5 antibodies are added to the cell suspension, then
each antibody can maximally bind to all cognate cell surface antigens independently, without interference or reduction
due to the presence of other antibodies bound to different epitopes on the cell. By derivatizing each of the five different
antibodies with a common capture tag (e.g. biotin), a channel coated with a binding partner for the capture tag (e.g.
streptavidin) can bind all 5 antibodies simultaneously to their respective antigens on the cell, thus producing an additive
effect on cell capture.
[0073] Figure 7 shows a reduction in the capture of T24 cells when the ratio of EpCAM antibody to murine IgG on the
channel is lowered when the antibodies are first coated on the substrate/support of the micro-channel device. To determine
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the effect of EpCAM capture in the presence of additional biotinylated antibodies, the biotinylated EpCAM antibody was
diluted with irrelevant biotinylated mouse IgG and the resulting mixture was used, either to coat the channel with antibody
or added to the cell suspension prior to passage over the channel. Figure 7 (sample A) shows that the percentage of
T24 cell-capture is about twice as high when the cells were pre-labeled with biotinylated EpCAM antibody only. This
observation is consistent with the results seen in Figure 4. However, when the EpCAM antibody was diluted in a 1:1
ratio with an irrelevant antibody and used to either label the cells directly or to coat the channel, the channel recovery
drops from 24% to 7%, while the recovery of pre-labeled cells is unaffected (Figure 7, sample B). When the EpCAM
was diluted in a 1:4, the recovery drops to 1% when the antibody mixture was first coated on the channel while the
recovery is unchanged when the cells were pre-labeled with the antibody mixture prior to binding to the substrate or
support of the microchannel device (Figure 7, sample C). These results demonstrate that dilution of the EpCAM antibodies
by additional antibodies do not interfere with the maximal binding of the EpCAM antibodies to the cells when the cells
were pre-labeled with the soluble antibodies, but that precoating of the channel with the diluted EpCAM antibodies shows
a significant reduction in the capture of the low EpCAM expressing T24 cells. It is therefore evident that if the EpCAM
antibody were mixed with 2 or 3 or 4 different antibodies for binding on the channel, even if the other antibodies were
relevant to a surface antigen on the cell, the EpCAM antibody itself would be commensurately diminished in its binding
effectiveness. Therefore, when adding multiple antibodies to the channel, the effect of each antibody cannot be expected
to be additive. The overall effect on cell capture is unpredictable in this configuration since circulating tumor cell (CTC)
antigen levels are variable. By definition the antibody in a mixture that might be directed towards the highest level antigen
on the CTC will be diminished by the addition of antibodies to the lesser antigen levels on the CTC. If only one antibody
in a mixture recognizes a dominant epitope on a particular CTC, then diluting with several other antibodies on the channel
will adversely affect capture instead of enhancing it. By contrast, mixtures of soluble antibodies added to cells prior to
passage over the channel are additive.
[0074] To demonstrate the additive effect of multiple antibodies on pre-labeled cells prior to passage over the channel,
two different antibodies to two different cell surface adhesion antigens, Trop-1 and Trop-2, were added to cell suspensions
of either T24 bladder cells or SKOV ovarian cells. Each of the antibodies was biotinylated and cells were captured using
a micro-channel device coated with streptavidin. When Trop-1 antibody was used to pre-load T24 cells, 29% of the cells
are captured (Figure 8). When Trop-2 antibody, which binds to a different antigen than Trop-1 antibody, was added in
combination with the Trop-1 antibody, 94% of the cells are captured. A similar result is obtained with SKOV cells. A
capture of 74% of the cells is observed with pre-labeling with Trop-1 antibody alone. However, a capture of 89% of the
cells is observed when both Trop-1 and Trop-2 antibodies were added simultaneously (Figure 8). The results show that
addition of more than one antibody to more than one target site on the surface of the cell increases the effective number
of channel-detectable molecules attached to the target cell and produces an additive effect on cell capture.
[0075] In Figure 9 the same additive effect is observed using a different cell line and with a different antibody mixture.
In this case the breast cancer cell line, MDA-MB-231, which has a low EpCAM expression was tested. In Figure 9, the
% capture with EpCAM antibody alone is low, but adding a mixture of 6 antibodies specific for the antigens: EpCAM,
Trop-2, EGFR, MUC -1, CD318 and HER-2 improves capture to essentially 100%. FACS analysis of the MDA-MB-231
showed that this cell line has very low antigen expression of EpCAM, Trop-2, Her-2, and MUC-1 but higher expression
of EGFR and CD318. Therefore, the antibodies to the higher expressing antigens were diluted 3-fold with antibodies to
low expressing antigen.The diluted antibodies are still highly effective in capturing this low EpCAM-expressing cell line.
This result is consistent with the results shown in Figure 7 where antibodies were used to pre-label the cells.

Example 4. Secondary antibody labeling of target cells can effect capture in the micro-channel device

[0076] In some instances, a non-derivatized primary antibody may more efficiently bind to the antigen of interest or
may be easier to employ. With some antibodies their activities are adversely affected by derivatization procedures which
modify their surface amino acids. In cases, where one desires to use a non-derivatized primary antibody to bind to
cellular antigens, a derivatized secondary antibody may be added to the cell suspension to form a complex with the
primary antibody which is bound to the cellular target antigen. Thus, primary antibody mixtures, semi-purified or non-
clonal hybridoma supernates can be added to the cell suspension and any antibodies that attach to antigens on the cell
can be labeled by the addition of a derivatized (e.g. biotinylated) secondary antibody. Antibodies that do not bind to the
cell are simply washed away.
[0077] To illustrate this approach, the cultured ovarian SKOV cell line was pre-labeled with either biotinylated Trop-1
antibody (Sample A in Figure 10) or non-biotinylated Trop-1 plus a 3-fold molar excess of biotinylated anti-mouse
secondary antibody. The primary antibody (Trop-1) concentration was 1 mg/mL and the cells were incubated for 30 mins.
either with or without 3 mg/mL secondary antibody before cell capture and purification on a micro-channel device. The
difference between samples B and D was that a longer biotin linker on the secondary antibody was used in sample D.
In sample C, the cells were washed with PBS/BSA to remove excess primary and secondary antibody before applying
the cells to the channel. In all samples, approximately 200 cells were suspended in 250 mL of PBS/BSA for application
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to the channel.
[0078] As shown in Figure 10, all samples have similar recovery. These results demonstrate that biotinylated secondary
antibody can be used in combination with unlabeled primary antibody to pre-labeled cells for effective capture in a micro-
channel device. The presence of some excess biotinylated secondary antibody did not adversely affect the capture
percentage compared to direct pre-labeling with 1 mg of biotinylated Trop-1. Secondary antibodies may include intact
IgG antibody, or antibody fragments such as Fab’2, Fab’, Fab or engineered antibody fragments such as single chain
Fab or single chain variable fragment.

Example 5. Stabilization of captured cells on channel surface

[0079] The process of capturing cells on a micro-channel device involves flow of cells suspended in a liquid. Therefore,
the cells are subjected to sheer forces from the liquid flow that can also dislodge the cells from the channel after they
are captured. This effect is more pronounced with cells that have lower surface antigen levels because there are relatively
fewer attachment points between the cell and the specific cell surface antigens bound to the channel surface by the
antibody. Therefore, it is advantageous to provide an additional external attachment of the cell to the channel surface
by means of cross-linking reagents to better stabilize the attachment of the cell to the channel. Since the channel is
typically coated with a binding protein (e.g. streptavidin or an antibody), a facile means of further anchoring the cell to
the channel is through protein cross-linking reagents.
[0080] Reagents known in the art for this purpose can be homo-bifunctional NHS esters to crosslink amino groups on
proteins. Another way of cross-linking is through the thiol or disulfide groups on the proteins with thiol reactive reagents,
such as heterobifunctional molecules with a maleimide and an NHS ester. In addition, reagents such as EDC can be
used to cross-link carboxyl and amino groups. The length of these cross-linkers can be varied by the use of polymeric
regions between the two reactive groups, which typically take the form of chemical linkers such as polymeric ethylene
glycol or simple carbon chains, but can also include sugars, amino acids or peptides, or oligonucleotides. Polymer chain
lengths of from 5 to 50 nm are typical for this purpose but can be shorter or longer as needed. The common property of
all of these protein cross-linking reagents is to covalently bind cellular proteins so as to anchor the cell to the surface of
the channel by multiple covalent attachment points.
[0081] To examine whether externally added cross-linking reagents enhance retention of the captured cells on the
coated micro-channels, cells were captured on coated micro-channels and subjected to high flow rates in the absence
or presence of a protein cross-linker. Streptavidin-coated surfaces of micro-channels were prepared. The cultured T24
cell line, which is known to have a low expression level of surface EpCAM, was used as a model cell line. One mg/mL
biotinylated anti-EpCAM antibody was incubated with the cells for 30 mins. at 4°C and approximately 325 cells were
suspended in 250 mL of PBS/BSA buffer and passed in triplicates over coated micro-channels at 12 mL/min. The exact
number of cells applied to the channel was determined microscopically by counting the cells in duplicate aliquots. After
the cell suspension was passed through the channel, the channel containing bound cells was washed once with PBS/BSA
and then a solution of homobifunctional NHS ester (bis N-succinimidyl-[pentaethylene glycol] ester) at 2 mM was passed
over the channel and allowed to incubate for 20 mins. The control channel without NHS ester received only PBS/BSA
solution. The cells were then washed with a 5% PEG solution in PBS for 2 mins. at various flow rates. The 5% PEG/PBS
solution increases the solution viscosity and along with higher flow, provides more sheer force on the cells for purposes
of this comparison. The cells captured in the channel were then stained with the nuclear staining dye, DAPI and counted.
[0082] Figure 11 shows photomicrographs of captured cells subjected to different flow rates in the absence of protein
cross-linker. Almost 50% of the cells are lost at a flow rate of 20 mL/min and all of the cells are lost at a flow rate of 100
mL/min.
[0083] Figure 12 shows photomicrographs of captured cells subjected to different flow rates after exposure to a NHS
protein cross-linker. All cells are retained on the channel at slow rates of up to 50 mL/mm and only one cell was lost at
a flow rate of 100 mL/min.
[0084] A quantitative comparison of capture with and without cellular stabilisation by protein cross-linking is shown in
Figure 13. As in previous experiments, approximately 200 T24 cells were applied to the micro-channel and after capture,
the cells were washed with 5% PEG in PBS. Figure 13 shows that less than 50% of the cells which not treated with
crosslinking reagent are recovered compared to the percentage of cells recovered in channels treated with a crosslinker.
Thus, the addition of protein cross-linking reagents significantly stabilizes cell attachment to the micro-channel. It should
be noted that this result is independent of how the cells were captured on the micro-channel, whether by pre-loading
antibody on the cells or on the channel, since the crosslinking agent stabilizes the cell on the micro-channel after the
cells have been captured.
[0085] A second experiment similar to the above was employed to test for cell stability on the channel. After treatment
of the cells with the protein crosslinker as above, the SKOV cells on the channel were subsequently stained with anti-
cytokeratin (to visualize epithelial cells) and DAPI (to visualize cells with a nucleus). The difference in this experiment
was that the tubing connected to the outlet was disconnected, a process that can cause transient but abrupt pressure
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pulses that can sheer and dislodge cells from the micro channel.
[0086] Table 1 shows the increasing numbers of cells lost when cells were not crosslinked to the channel were subjected
to exogenous mechanical forces as a result of removing the outlet tubing. If cells were fixed to the channel with methanol
treatment prior to removal of the tubing connections, there is no significant difference in cell recovery regardless of
whether crosslinker was used (data not shown). However, methanol fixation (or any alcohol or acetone fixation) has
several undesirable side-effects for the purposes of some subsequent cell analyses. Cells fixed with methanol are
permeabilized due to disruption of the cell membrane and therefore cell surface studies cannot be distinguished from
internal cell reactions. In addition, cells fixed with methanol become fused to the channel matrix making cell removal
difficult and inefficient. Such cells can be subjected to extensive proteolysis to aid in cell removal, but cellular digestion
has several undesirable side-effects for some types of subsequent cellular analysis. The procedure of crosslinking cells
to the channel allows stabilized cells on the channel to be retained without alcohol fixation during normal channel
operations and manipulations including higher flow rates, higher viscosity buffers and removal of channel connections.

Example 6. Antibody mixtures (Antibody cocktail) enhances capture of epithelial-like and mesenchymal-like 
cancer cells

[0087] Urothelial carcinoma (UC) cell lines have lower expression of EpCAM in more invasive tumor models. Such
cells in circulation would be expected to limit the utility of EpCAM-based CTC capture. A cohort of 5 UC cell lines (UMUC3,
UMUC5, UMUC9, T24, and KU7) were selected based on gene expression heat map analysis as being either more
epithelial or more mesenchymal-like. In the latter case, these cells have undergone the epithelial to mesenchymal
transition (EMT) which results in epithelial cells with mesenchymal expression and morphological characteristics. This
EMT has been proposed as a mechanism by which epithelial cells can dissociate from the tumor and become more
migratory and invasive in circulation.
[0088] These EMT cells were further tested by FACS for a variety of cell surface antigens. After identifying expression
differences in these cell lines, an antibody mixture of EpCAM and 5 additional antibodies was selected to improve cell
capture of all UC cell types. We subsequently compared cell capture rates using microfluidic channels with the antibody
mixture compared to EpCAM alone. Cells were also immunostained with cytokeratin and vimentin antibodies to help
further distinguish cells having epithelial or mesenchymal-like expression characteristics, respectively.
[0089] Figure 14 shows the staining of the 5 UC cells lines with vimentin and cytokeration. Among the 5 UC cell lines,
2 (UC3 and KU7) stained with vimentin and had minimal to no expression of EpCAM. While these cells lines retained
some degree of cytokeratin staining, one cell line stained only with vimentin (Figure 14). The remaining 3 lines (UC5,
UC9 and T24) stained only for cytokeratin and had significant EpCAM expression. Those cell lines with no EpCAM
expression (UC3 and KU7) had no cell recovery when EpCAM alone was utilized as the capture antibody. However,
when the antibody mixture, comprising 6b5, CD318, EGFR, MOV18, Trop-2 and EpCam) was used, all 5-cell lines
achieved nearly 100% cell capture rates. In the case of KU7, the most mesenchymal-like of this group of cell types, the
folate binding receptor (MOV18) was unique and not expressed in the other cell lines.
[0090] The results show that the use of a mixture of antibodies allows capture of both bladder epithelial cells and
bladder epithelial cells that had undergone EMT. The study shows that the use of antibody mixtures provides a dramatic
improvement over cell recovery compared to the use of a single antibody alone, such as EpCAM alone. Because of the
heterogeneity of tumor cell types expected in circulation, such an approach is expected to significantly improve the
capture and isolation of CTCs from patient samples.

Examples 7 Capture of Low-Antigen Expressing Cells on a Micro-channel Device Increases with Antibody Mixture 
or Cocktails

[0091] Common detection methods are needed when cocktails of antibodies are used to simultaneously bind to several
different cancer cell types. While cytokeratin stain works well for epithelial cells, some epithelial cells have lost cytokeratin
expression as described in Example 6. With other cells types, such as stem cells, there is no specific method for staining
these cells that does not have significant crossreactivity to other blood cell types which may be non-specifically bound
to the channel. However, high levels of biotinylated primary or secondary antibodies on the surface of the cells are

TABLE 1

Conditions 2mM Crosslinker + 
methanol

2mM Crosslinker 
No methanol

0.2 mM Crosslinker No 
methanol

0.07 mM Crosslinker No 
methanol

% retained on 
channel

100% (control) 96% 60% 28%
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common to all cells captured specifically by the avidin on the microchannel. The benefit of using cocktails of biotin-
conjugated antibodies is the additive effect in increasing surface biotins on target cells, which is useful for increasing
the capture of low antigen-expressing cells or cells expressing variable levels of one or more antigens in a heterogenous
cell population, such as those found in tumor patients. See Figures 8, 9, and 13.
[0092] The unexpected additional advantage of using multiple antibodies in a cocktail is that this provides a common
detection method for a heterogenous population of cells that have variable level of antigen expression An example of
this is shown in Figures 15.
[0093] Figure 15A shows the percentage capture of SKOV cells, which is known to express a high level of EpCam
antigen (approximately 40-70,000 EpCam antigens per cell (apc)), with EpCam alone or with a mixture of antibodies
specific for other surface antigens expressed by the cells, including EpCAM, Trop-2, EGFR, MUC -1, CD318 and HER-
2. The results show that there is no significant improvement in the percent number of SKOV cells captured with EpCam
antibody alone or a mixture of antibodies specific for other antigens in addition to EpCam.
[0094] In contrast, Figure 15B shows the fluorescence staining intensity of the same SKOV cells by FACS and on
slides. These cells stain with very different intensities depending on whether they have been pre-mixed with EpCam
alone (∼66,000 surface antigens) or with an antibody mixture which are directed against Her-2, CD24, CD44, combined
surface antigen level of ∼600,000 antigens as determined by the FACS analysis. Fluorescently labeled anti-mouse
antibody was used to label the primary antibodies. While there was minimal increase in the capture of these antibody
cocktail-incubated SKOV cells using biotinylated secondary antibody as shown in Figure 15A, using fluorescently labeled
secondary antibody in Figure 15B shows that the staining intensity is significantly higher when using the antibody mixture.
In a similar manner, this differential would be obtained if cells were reacted with primary antibody, followed by biotinylated
secondary antibody and fluorescently labeled biotin-reactive avidin. Thus there is an significant advantage in using
antibody cocktail mixtures even when additional antibodies are not necessary for capture of the cells. In the case of a
low EpCam-expressing cells, the capture using EpCam antibody alone is reduced (Figures 4-6, 14), but is significantly
increased when using an antibody cocktail. In this case the staining intensity based on the number of antibodies bound
to the surface of the cells would also be increased. Therefore the use of fluorescently-labeled molecules that target the
multiple antibodies used to better capture the cells has the universal advantage of better detection of those same cells.
The use of antibody cocktails has the unique advantage in allowing detection of cells for which there may not be a known
specific marker for detection such as cytokeratin in epithelial cells, or where the cytokeratin has been lost as shown in
Figure 14. The multiple antibodies used in a mixture for better capture of cells with variable expression of surface markers
can still be targeted for fluorescence labeling based solely on their increased levels of bound antibodies from the antibody
cocktail.
[0095] Figure 16 shows the additive effect of multiple antibodies in a cocktail, which contain antibodies specific for the
SKOV target cells and which are shown to associate minimally to the non-specific cells present in a blood sample, when
the blood sample was spiked with SKOV target cells. The antibody cocktail contained antibodies directed against CD340,
EGFR, CD318, Muc-1, Trop-2, EpCam, Mov-18, MSC, c-met and N-Cadherin. Although some of the non-specific cells
in the sample may have adsorbed some of the biotinylated antibodies (either primary or secondary) added to the samples,
the level of antibodies adsorbed is far too low to be visualized using fluorescently-labeled neutravidin. The differential
staining between specific target cells and non-specific cells favors the visualization of the target cells which have higher
numbers of biotinylated antibodies from the antibody mixture bound or captured by the target cells. Figures 15 and 16
demonstrate that addition of multiple antibodies in a cocktail provides a common and universal method of detecting rare
cell types that express low levels of antigens on the microchannel. Thus, the antibody cocktail used to enhance and
thereby increase capture of circulating tumor cells that are highly variable in heterogenous cell population in a sample,
also enhance detection of any of the captured cells.

Example 8: The Micro-channel device is superior at capturing cells from biological samples that are present in 
low cell numbers.

[0096] In Figure 17, blood samples were spiked with a variable number of SKBr3 cells, a cell line expressing high
levels of EpCAM, ranging from about 10 - 250 cells per 10 mL blood sample. EpCAM antibodies were added to the
spiked blood sample and the EpCAM Ab-bound cells were captured on a micro-channel device using the method
described in Example 1.
[0097] The results in Figure 17 shows that approximately a 100% of the SKBr3 cells were recovered from the spiked
samples. The data shows that the percent capture of cells by the micro-channel device is independent of the cell input.

Example 9: Antibody Cocktail Is Superior at Capturing Circulating Tumor Cell (CTC) from Patient Blood Samples 
using Micro-channel Device

[0098] Table 2 shows the results of circulating tumor cells (CTCs) captured on a micro-channel device from 10 mL
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blood samples from patients diagnosed with prostate, lung, pancreatic, renal cell, colorectal, breast and ovarian cancers.
The blood samples were pre-labeled with a cocktail of soluble antibodies containing antibodies directed against CD340,
EGFR, CD318, Muc-1, Trop-2, EpCam, Mov-18, and MSC, or a anti-EpCAM only. Cells were identified by staining with
fluorescently labeled anti-cytokeratin.

[0099] TABLE 2 shows that the blood samples pre-labeled with a soluble antibody cocktail is superior at capturing
CTCs compared to samples pre-labeled with a single type of antibody alone.

Example10: The Micro-channel Device is Superior at Capturing CTCs when Blood Samples obtained from Breast 
Cancer Patients that are Pre-labeled with a soluble antibody cocktail on a micro-channel device as compared 
to capture of CTCs using a ferro-magnetic label antibody

[0100] Blood samples were pre-incubated with anti-EpCAM antibody for capture on a micro-channel device or pre-
incubated with antibodies that are joined to microscopic iron particles (immunoferromagnetic Abs) and captured using
CellSearch® (VERIDEX, LLC). The captured cells were stained for CK, CD45 markers and DAPI, a nuclei stain. The
cells that were stained in-situ with CK+/CD45-/DAPI+ were counted.

TABLE 2

Sample No.* Anti-EpCAM only MAb Cocktail

1 (16283 - Prostate) 0 2

2 (16302 - Prostate) 0 3

3 (16318 - Prostate) 95 77

4 (16291 - Ovarian) 1 1

5 (16278 - Colo/rectal) 0 4

6 (16288 - Lung) 0 5

7 (16297 - Breast) 1 3

8 (16296 - Breast) 0 3

* Samples from prostate, lung, pancreatic, renal cell, colorectal, breast and ovarian cancers.

TABLE 3

Sample ID Total #CTCs by CEE (CK+/CD45-/DAPI+)* Veridex

16163 0 0

16170 0 0

16171 60 (34) 54

16172 5 0

16173 0 1

16176 549 (325) 1267

16187 104 (37) 54

16196 0 0

16198 87 (27) 32

16202 5 8

16203 2008 923

16205 78 51

* No Significant difference by Two Tailed t-test (P=0.715)
Total CTC counts indicated in bold include robust, apoptotic and micronuclei; whereas numbers in parenthesis indicate
robust CTCs.
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[0101] TABLE 3 shows that the total number of CTCs captured on the micro-channel device that are CK+/CD45-/DAPI+

are consistently more than the CTCs captured by the VERIDEX systems, indicating that the invention provides for
superior capturing of CTCs.

Example 11: Post-capture Molecular Analysis of Captured cells increases identification of CTC as Cancer Cells 
in Stage III and IV Breast Cancer Patients

[0102] Circulating tumor cells (CTCs) were captured from blood samples of Stage IV (TABLE 4) and III (TABLE 5)
breast cancer patients. The CTCs were pre-labeled with an antibody cocktail, containing antibodies to CD340, EGFR,
CD318, Muc-1, Trop-2, EpCam, Mov-18, and MSC, and were released from the micro-channel device. The captured
cells were analyzed by fluorescent in-situ hybridization (FISH) for aneuploidy in chromosome 8 and 17, and amplification
of the breast cancer marker, Her2 (TABLE 4) These cells were never released from the microchannel and all FISH is
performed in the channel with cells relocated following enumeration for FISH analysis. The total number of CTCs found
positive for aneuploidy were compared to the total number of cells stained positive for CK marker.

[0103] TABLE 4 shows that post-capture molecular analyses of CTCs from stage IV breast cancer patients for aneu-
ploidy and Her2 amplification status are superior in detecting breast cancer cells from the captured CTCs compared to
CK staining.
[0104] In TABLE 5, captured CTCs from the blood samples of patients diagnosed with Stage III cancer were analyzed
for aneuploidy in chromosome 8, 11 and 17. The total number of CTCs found positive for aneuploidy were compared to
the total number of cells stained positive for CK marker. The details of aneuploidy on chromosomes 8, 11 and 17 are shown.

TABLE 4

Sample # #CTCs (CK+) #Aneuploid cells (Chrom 17 & 8) Her2/ chromosome 17 Ratio

1 3 7 (6 CK-) 1.05

2 1 1 (CK-) 1.0

3 0 3 (CK-) 1.0

4 0 3 (CK-) 1.0

5 0 4 (CK-) 1.0

6 2 13 (CK- / CK+) Mixed

7 1 1 (CK-) 1.0

8 1 7 (CK-) 0.95

9 510 7 (CK+) 1.0

10 16 16 (CK- / CK+) >6

11 1 2 (CK-) 1.0

12 0 4 (CK-) 1

13 0 2 (CK-) 1

14 0 14 (CK-) 1

15 0 1 (CK-) 1.5

16 0 24 (CK-) 1.98

17 3 9 (CK-) 5.714

TABLE 5

Sample ID #CTCS (CK+) #Aneuploid cells Aneuploid Details (Chromosomes 8, 11 and 17)

16610 0 93 4- Monosomy 8; 6- Monosomy 11; 83- Monosomy 17

16620 0 55 26- Monosomy 8; 11- Monosomy 11; 16- Monosomy 17; 2- 
complex aneuploidy
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[0105] Although none of the CTCs captured from the blood of Stage III breast cancer patients were stained positive
for CK marker (CK+), post-capture analyses for aneuploidy at chromosome 8, 11 and 17, showed that a large number
of the captured CTCs are aneuploid cells indicating that these CTCs are tumor cells. In-situ hybridization study using
FISH to detect Her2 (table 4) amplification and aneuploidy (Table 4 an 5) confirms that captured CTCs which are CK-

are breast cancer cells. The results in Tables 4 and 5 show that post-capture molecular analyses, such as amplification
of the Her2 marker and detection of aneuploidy of the captured cells released from the micro-channel device, positively
identify cancer cells in CK- cells from Stage III and IV cancer patients. This study shows that CTCs captured within the
micro-channel device provide a robust method for identifying cancer cells which would otherwise be left undetected.

Example 12: Post-capture Molecular Analysis of Captured cells increases identification of CTC as Cancer Cells 
in Bladder Cancer Patients

[0106] Circulating tumor cells (CTCs) were captured from blood samples of bladder cancer patients. The CTCs were
pre-labeled with an antibody cocktail, containing antibodies to CD340, EGFR, CD318, Muc-1, Trop-2, EpCam, Mov-18,
MSC, c-met and N-Cadherin. Captured cells were analyzed directly within the micro-channel device by fluorescent in-
situ hybridization for aneuploidy in chromosome 3, 7 and 17, and compared to staining for CK marker on the captured
CTCs.

(continued)

Sample ID #CTCS (CK+) #Aneuploid cells Aneuploid Details (Chromosomes 8, 11 and 17)

16621 0 54 8- Monosomy 8; 22- Monosomy 11; 23- Monosomy 17; 1- 
Trisomy 17

16631 0 169 11- Monosomy 8; 11- Monosomy 11; 265- Monosomy 17; 3- 
complex monosomies

16632 0 61 9- Monosomy 8; 10- Monosomy 11; 40- Monosomy 17; 2- 
complex Monosomy 8, 11, 17

16633 0 6 2- Monosomy 8; 1- Monosomy 11; 3- Monosomy 17

16686 0 55 13- Monosomy 8; 13- Monosomy 11; 21 Monosomy 17; 1- 
Trisomy 8; 1- Trisomy 11; 1- Trisomy 17

16687 0 686 12- Monosomy 8; 82- Monosomy 11; 582- Monosomy 17

16720 0 56 8- Monosomy 8; 23- Monosomy 11; 25- Monosomy 17

16747 0 58 11- Monosomy 8; 19- Monosomy 11; 26- Monosomy 17; 1- 
Tetrapolid 8; 1- Trisomy 17

16754 0 531 21- Monosomy 8; 123- Monosomy 11; 380- Monosomy 17; 7- 
complex aneuploidy

TABLE 6

Sample ID #CTCS (CK+) #Aneuploid cells Aneuploid Details (Chromosomes 3, 7 and 17)

16660 0 17 12-Trisomy 3; 1- Monosomy 3; 2- Monosomy 7; 2-Monosomy 
17

16664 0 13 1- Trisomy 3; 2- Monosomy 3; 4- Monosomy 7; 6-Monosomy 17

16708 0 27 14- Trisomy 3; 2- Monosomy 3; 8- Monosomy 17; 2-Monosomy 
7; 1- Tetraploid 3

16714 0 78 7- Monosomy 3; 3- Monosomy 7; 68- Monosomy 17

16719 0 8 2-Monosomy 3; 1- Monosomy 7; 5- Monosomy 17

16729 0 29 2- Monosomy 3; 5- Monosomy 7; 10- Monosomy 17; 12-
Trisomy 3



EP 2 995 953 B1

20

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0107] Table 6 shows that the many of the captured cells from samples obtained from patients with bladder cancer
which are stained negative for CK (2nd column) are aneuploid cells (monosomy, Trisomy and/or tetraploid at chromosome
3, 7 and 17). The results in Table 6 show that the method is capable of identifying CTCs from blood obtained from
different cancer types.
[0108] The results from these experiments show that the ability to identify aneuploidy and expression of specific
markers in CTCs captured on a micro-channel device provide a means for predicting and managing diseases, such as
cancer during the early stages of tumorigenesis or late stages of tumorigenesis where tumor cells have metatasized
and escaped into the circulation. In addition, the method described is also applicable for monitoring treatment efficacy
or failure.
[0109] It is understood that the disclosed invention is not limited to the particular methodology, protocols and materials
described as these can vary. It is also understood that the terminology used herein is for the purposes of describing
particular embodiments only

Claims

1. A device comprising:

a microchannel and
a loading mixture comprising a biological sample suspected of containing a target and a first binding entity
capable of specifically binding to a target entity on the target, wherein the target is a rare cell in a biological
sample which rare cell is not a human embryonic stem cell,

wherein the microchannel is coated with a second binding entity that specifically binds, indirectly, to the first binding
entity, wherein the loading mixture further comprises a third binding entity conjugated to a detectable entity, wherein
the first binding entity is a primary antibody, the third binding entity is a secondary antibody that specifically binds
to the first binding entity, and the second binding entity specifically binds to the third binding entity.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the microchannel comprises a population of posts distributed in random pattern.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the first binding entity comprises a binding entity mixture having at least a first antibody
and a second antibody, and wherein the first antibody specifically binds to a first epitope of the target entity and the
second antibody specifically binds to a second epitope of the target entity.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the biological sample is a physiological fluid or tissue selected from the group
consisting of blood, plasma, bone marrow, serum, semen, vaginal secretions, urine, saliva, amniotic fluid, cerebral
spinal fluid, synovial fluid, lung lavages, fine needle aspirates (FNA) and biopsy tissue sample.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the cell is present in the biological sample in the ratio of 1 out of 1010 cells, 1 out of
5x107, or 1 out of 104 cells.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the cell is a circulating tumor cell (CTC) and/or a cancer cell selected from a breast
cancer cell, a prostate cancer cell, a colorectal cancer cell, a lung cancer cell, a pancreatic cancer cell, a ovarian
cancer cell, a bladder cancer cell, a endometrial cancer cell, a cervical cancer cell, a liver cancer cell, a renal cancer
cell, a thyroid cancer cell, a bone cancer cell, a lymphoma cancer cell, a melanoma cancer cell, and a non-melanoma
cancer cell.

(continued)

Sample ID #CTCS (CK+) #Aneuploid cells Aneuploid Details (Chromosomes 3, 7 and 17)

16746 0 20 1- Monosomy 17; 13- Trisomy 3; 1- Trisomy 7; 2- Trisomy 17; 
1- Monosomy 3; 2- Monosomy 7

16762 0 18 2- Monosomy 3; 12- Monosomy 17; 3- Trisomy 3; 1-complex 
aneuploid (triploid for 3, 7, 17)

16761 0 46 1- Monosomy 3; 5-0 Monosomy 7; 8- Monosomy 17; 26-
Trisomy 3; 2- Trisomy 17; 4- Tetraploid 3
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7. The device of claim 1, wherein the first binding entity:

a) includes an antibody that specifically binds to an epithelial cell surface marker, or
b) is an epithelial cell adhesion molecule (EpCAM) antibody.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the cell is a melanoma cancer cell and wherein the first binding entity is an antibody
that specifically binds to melanocyte differentiation antigens, oncofetal antigens, tumor specific antigens, SEREX
antigens or a combination thereof.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein:

a) the melanocyte differentiation antigens consist of tyrosinase, gp75, gp100, MelanA/MART1 or Trp2;
b) the oncofetal antigens consist of MAGE-A1, MAGE-A4, BAGE, GAGE or NY-ESO1; and/or
c) the tumor-specific antigens consist of CDK4 and β-catenin.

10. The device of claim 1, wherein the cell is selected from:

a) a breast cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to EpCAM, Her2/neu
MUC-1, EGFR, TAG-12, IGF1R, TACSTD2, CD318, CD340, CD104, or N-cadherein, or the first binding entity
is an antibody cocktail specifically binding a combination thereof;
b) a prostate cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to EpCAM, MUC-1,
EGFR, PSMA, PSA, TACSTD2, PSCA, PCSA, CD318, CD104, or N-cadherin, or the first binding entity is an
antibody cocktail specifically binding a combination thereof;
c) a colorectal cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to EpCAM, CD66c,
CD66e, CEA, TACSTD2, CK20, CD104, MUC-1, CD318, or N-cadherin, or the first binding entity is an antibody
cocktail specifically binding a combination thereof;
d) a lung cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to CK18, CK19, TACSTD2,
CD318, CD104, CEA, EGFR, or EpCAM, or the first binding entity is an antibody cocktail specifically binding a
combination thereof;
e) a pancreatic cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to MUC-1, CEA,
TACSTD2, CD104, CD318, N-cadherin, MUC-1, or EpCAM, or the first binding entity is an antibody cocktail
specifically binding a combination thereof; or
f) an ovarian cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to MUC-1, TACSTD2,
CEA, CD318, CD104, N-cadherin, or EpCAM, or the first binding entity is an antibody cocktail specifically binding
a combination thereof;

11. The device of claim 1, wherein the third binding entity is a biotinylated secondary antibody that specifically binds to
the first binding entity and the second binding entity is avidin, streptavidin, or neutravidin.

12. The device of claim 1, wherein the cell is selected from:

a) an endothelial bladder cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to CD34,
CD146, CD62, CD105, CD106, VEGF receptor, or MUC-1, or the first binding entity is an antibody cocktail
specifically binding a combination thereof; or
b) an epithelial bladder cancer cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to TACSTD2,
EpCAM, CD318, EGFR, 6B5, N-cadherin or folate binding receptor, or the first binding entity is an antibody
cocktail that specifically binds a combination thereof;

13. The device of claim 1, wherein the cell is selected from:

a) a cancer stem cell and the first binding entity is an antibody that specifically binds to CD133, CD135, CD117,
or CD34, or the first binding entity is an antibody cocktail that specifically binds a combination thereof;
b) a circulating cancer cell that expresses mesenchymal antigens and the first binding entity is an antibody that
specifically binds to FGFR1, FGFR4, EGFR, folate binding receptor, Ncadherin or MSC, or the first binding
entity is an antibody that specifically binds a combination thereof; or
c) a circulating cancer cell that expresses angiogenesis surface antigens and the first binding entity is an antibody
that specifically binds to a VEGF receptor.
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14. A method for detecting a target in a sample, wherein the method comprises using the device of claim 1 to detect
the target in the sample.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung, umfassend:

einen Mikrokanal und
ein Ladegemisch, umfassend eine biologische Probe, von der angenommen wird, dass sie ein Ziel enthält, und
eine erste Bindungsentität, die spezifisch an eine Zielentität an dem Ziel binden kann, wobei das Ziel eine
seltene Zelle in einer biologischen Probe ist, wobei diese seltene Zelle nicht eine humane embryonale Stamm-
zelle ist,

wobei der Mikrokanal mit einer zweiten Bindungsentität beschichtet ist, die indirekt spezifisch an die erste Bindungs-
entität bindet, wobei das Ladegemisch weiterhin eine dritte Bindungsentität umfasst, die mit einer nachweisbaren
Entität konjugiert ist, wobei die erste Bindungsentität ein primärer Antikörper ist, die dritte Bindungsentität ein se-
kundärer Antikörper ist, der spezifisch an die erste Bindungsentität bindet, und die zweite Bindungsentität spezifisch
an die dritte Bindungsentität bindet.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Mikrokanal einen Bestand an Pfosten umfasst, die in einem willkürlichen
Muster verteilt sind.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste Bindungsentität ein Bindungsentitätsgemisch mit mindestens einem
ersten Antikörper und einem zweiten Antikörper umfasst, und wobei der erste Antikörper spezifisch an ein erstes
Epitop der Zielentität bindet und der zweite Antikörper spezifisch an ein zweites Epitop der Zielentität bindet.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die biologische Probe eine physiologische Flüssigkeit oder ein physiologisches
Gewebe ist, die bzw. das aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Blut, Plasma, Knochenmark, Serum, Sperma, Vaginalse-
kreten, Urin, Speichel, Fruchtwasser, Gehirn-Rückenmarksflüssigkeit, Synovialflüssigkeit, Lungenlavagen, Feinna-
delaspiraten (FNA) und einer Biopsiegewebeprobe ausgewählt ist.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Zelle in der biologischen Probe im Verhältnis von 1 von 1010 Zellen, 1 von
5 x 107 oder 1 von 104 Zellen vorliegt.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Zelle eine zirkulierende Tumorzelle (CTC) und/oder eine Krebszelle ist,
die aus einer Brustkrebszelle, einer Prostatakrebszelle, einer kolorektalen Krebszelle, einer Lungenkrebszelle, einer
Bauchspeicheldrüsenkrebszelle, einer Eierstockkrebszelle, einer Blasenkrebszelle, einer Endometriumkrebszelle,
einer Gebärmutterhalskrebszelle, einer Leberkrebszelle, einer Nierenkrebszelle, einer Schilddrüsenkrebszelle, einer
Knochenkrebszelle, einer Lymphomzelle, einer Melanomzelle und einer Nicht-Melanomzelle ausgewählt ist.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste Bindungsentität:

a) einen Antikörper beinhaltet, der spezifisch an einen Epithelzellenoberflächenmarker bindet, oder
b) ein Epithelzellen-Adhäsionsmolekül-Antikörper (EPpCAM-Antikörper) ist.

8. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Zelle eine Melanomzelle ist und wobei die erste Bindungsentität ein Anti-
körper ist, der spezifisch an Melanozytendifferenzierungsantigene, onkofetale Antigene, tumorspezifische Antigene,
SEREX-Antigene oder eine Kombination davon bindet.

9. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, wobei:

a) die Melanozytendifferenzierungsantigene aus Tyrosinase, gp75, gp100, MelanA/MART1 oder Trp2 bestehen;
b) die onkofetalen Antigene aus MAGE-A1, MAGE-A4, BAGE, GAGE oder NY-ESO1 bestehen; und/oder
c) die tumorspezifischen Antigene aus CDK4 und β-Catenin bestehen.

10. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Zelle aus folgenden ausgewählt ist:
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a) einer Brustkrebszelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an EpCAM, Her2/neu-
MUC-1, EGFR, TAG-12, IGF1R, TACSTD2, CD318, CD340, CD104 oder N-Cadherin bindet, oder die erste
Bindungsentität ein Antikörpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet;
b) einer Prostatakrebszelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an EpCAM, MUC-
1, EGFR, PSMA, PSA, TACSTD2, PSCA, PCSA, CD318, CD104 oder N-Cadherin bindet, oder die erste Bin-
dungsentität ein Antikörpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet;
c) einer kolorektalen Krebszelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an EpCAM,
CD66c, CD66e, CEA, TACSTD2, CK20, CD104, MUC-1, CD318 oder N-Cadherin bindet, oder die erste Bin-
dungsentität ein Antikörpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet;
d) einer Lungenkrebszelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an CK18, CK19,
TACSTD2, CD318, CD104, CEA, EGFR oder EpCAM bindet, oder die erste Bindungsentität ein Antikörper-
cocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet;
e) einer Bauchspeicheldrüsenkrebszelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an
MUC-1, CEA, TACSTD2, CD104, CD318, N-Cadherin, MUC-1 oder EpCAM bindet, oder die erste Bindungs-
entität ein Antikörpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet; oder
f) einer Eierstockkrebszelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an MUC-1, TACSTD2,
CEA, CD318, CD104, N-Cadherin oder EpCAM bindet, oder die erste Bindungsentität ein Antikörpercocktail
ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet.

11. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die dritte Bindungsentität ein biotinylierter sekundärer Antikörper ist, der spe-
zifisch an die erste Bindungsentität bindet, und die zweite Bindungsentität Avidin, Streptavidin oder Neutravidin ist.

12. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Zelle aus folgenden ausgewählt ist:

a) einer Blasenkrebsendothelzelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an CD34,
CD146, CD62, CD105, CD106, VEGF-Rezeptor oder MUC-1 bindet, oder die erste Bindungsentität ein Anti-
körpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet; oder
b) einer Blasenkrebsepithelzelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an TACSTD2,
EpCAM, CD318, EGFR, 6B5, N-Cadherin oder Folatbindungsrezeptor bindet, oder die erste Bindungsentität
ein Antikörpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet.

13. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Zelle aus folgenden ausgewählt ist:

a) einer Krebsstammzelle, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein Antikörper, der spezifisch an CD133, CD135,
CD117 oder CD34 bindet, oder die erste Bindungsentität ein Antikörpercocktail ist, der spezifisch eine Kombi-
nation davon bindet;
b) einer zirkulierenden Krebszelle, die mesenchymale Antigene exprimiert, und die erste Bindungsentität ist ein
Antikörper, der spezifisch an FGFR1, FGFR4, EGFR, Folatbindungsrezeptor, N-Cadherin oder MSC bindet,
oder die erste Bindungsentität ein Antikörper ist, der spezifisch eine Kombination davon bindet; oder
c) einer zirkulierenden Krebszelle, die Angiogenese-Oberflächenantigene exprimiert, und die erste Bindungs-
entität ein Antikörper ist, der spezifisch an einen VEGF-Rezeptor bindet.

14. Verfahren zum Nachweisen eines Ziels in einer Probe, wobei das Verfahren das Verwenden der Vorrichtung nach
Anspruch 1 zum Nachweisen des Ziels in der Probe umfasst.

Revendications

1. Dispositif comprenant :

un microcanal et
un mélange de charge comprenant un échantillon biologique suspecté de contenir une cible et une première
entité de liaison apte à former une liaison spécifique avec une entité cible sur la cible, où la cible est une cellule
rare dans un échantillon biologique, ladite cellule rare n’étant pas une cellule souche embryonnaire humaine,

dans lequel le microcanal est revêtu d’une deuxième entité de liaison qui forme indirectement une liaison spécifique
avec la première entité de liaison, dans lequel le mélange de charge comprend en outre une troisième entité de
liaison conjuguée à une entité détectable, la première entité de liaison étant un anticorps primaire, la troisième entité
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de liaison étant un anticorps secondaire qui forme une liaison spécifique avec la première entité de liaison, et la
deuxième entité de liaison formant une liaison spécifique avec la troisième entité de liaison.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le microcanal comprend une population de tiges réparties selon un
modèle aléatoire.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la première entité de liaison comprend un mélange d’entités de
liaison comprenant au moins un premier anticorps et un deuxième anticorps, et le premier anticorps formant une
liaison spécifique avec un premier épitope de l’entité cible et le deuxième anticorps formant une liaison spécifique
avec un deuxième épitope de l’entité cible.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’échantillon biologique est un liquide ou un tissu physiologique choisi
dans le groupe constitué par : sang, plasma, moelle osseuse, sérum, sperme, sécrétions vaginales, urine, salive,
liquide amniotique, liquide cérébrospinal, liquide synovial, lavages pulmonaires, biopsies par aspiration à l’aiguille
fine (FNA) et échantillon de biopsie tissulaire.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la cellule est présente dans l’échantillon biologique dans le rapport
de 1 à 1010 cellules, 1 à 5 x 107, ou 1 à 104 cellules.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la cellule est une cellule tumorale circulante (CTC) et/ou une cellule
cancéreuse choisie parmi une cellule de cancer du sein, une cellule de cancer de la prostate, une cellule de cancer
colorectal, une cellule de cancer du poumon, une cellule de cancer du pancréas, une cellule de cancer de l’ovaire,
une cellule de cancer de la vessie, une cellule de cancer de l’endomètre, une cellule de cancer du col utérin, une
cellule de cancer du foie, une cellule de cancer du rein, une cellule de cancer de la thyroïde, une cellule de cancer
osseux, une cellule de lymphome, une cellule de mélanome, et une cellule de cancer de type non-mélanome.

7. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la première entité de liaison :

a) comprend un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique avec un marqueur de surface cellulaire épithéliale, ou
b) est un anticorps dirigé contre une molécule d’adhésion cellulaire épithéliale (EpCAM).

8. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la cellule est une cellule de mélanome et dans lequel la première
entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique avec des antigènes de différenciation des méla-
nocytes, des antigènes onco-foetaux, des antigènes tumoraux spécifiques, des antigènes SEREX ou l’une de leur
combinaison.

9. Dispositif selon la revendication 8, dans lequel :

a) les antigènes de différenciation des mélanocytes consistent en tyrosinase, gp75, gp100, MelanA/MART1 ou
Trp2 ;
b) les antigènes onco-foetaux consistent en MAGE-A1, MAGE-A4, BAGE, GAGE ou NY-ES01 ; et/ou
c) les antigènes tumoraux spécifiques consistent en CDK4 et β-caténine.

10. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la cellule est choisie parmi :

a) une cellule de cancer du sein et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique
avec EpCAM, Her2/neu MUC-1, EGFR, TAG-12, IGF1R, TACSTD2, CD318, CD340, CD104 ou N-cadhérine,
ou la première entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison
des éléments précités ;
b) une cellule de cancer de la prostate et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison
spécifique avec EpCAM, MUC-1, EGFR, PSMA, PSA, TACSTD2, PSCA, PCSA, CD318, CD104 ou N-cadhérine,
ou la première entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison
des éléments précités ;
c) une cellule de cancer colorectal et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique
avec EpCAM, CD66c, CD66e, CEA, TACSTD2, CK20, CD104, MUC-1, CD318 ou N-cadhérine, ou la première
entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison des éléments
précités ;
d) une cellule de cancer du poumon et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison
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spécifique avec CK18, CK19, TACSTD2, CD318, CD104, CEA, EGFR ou EpCAM, ou la première entité de
liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison des éléments précités ;
e) une cellule de cancer du pancréas et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison
spécifique avec MUC-1, CEA, TACSTD2, CD104, CD318, N-cadhérine, MUC-1 ou EpCAM, ou la première
entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison des éléments
précités ; ou
f) une cellule de cancer de l’ovaire et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique
avec MUC-1, TACSTD2, CEA, CD318, CD104, N-cadhérine ou EpCAM, ou la première entité de liaison est un
cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison des éléments précités.

11. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la troisième entité de liaison est un anticorps secondaire biotinylé
qui forme une liaison spécifique avec la première entité de liaison et la deuxième entité de liaison est l’avidine, la
streptavidine, ou la neutravidine.

12. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la cellule est choisie parmi :

a) une cellule endothéliale de cancer de la vessie et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une
liaison spécifique avec CD34, CD146, CD62, CD105, CD106, récepteur de VEGF ou MUC-1, ou la première
entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps formant une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison des éléments
précités ; ou
b) une cellule épithéliale de cancer de la vessie et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une
liaison spécifique avec TACSTD2, EpCAM, CD318, EGFR, 6B5, N-cadhérine ou récepteur de folate, ou la
première entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison
des éléments précités.

13. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la cellule est choisie parmi :

a) une cellule souche de cancer et la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique
avec CD133, CD135, CD117 ou CD34, ou la première entité de liaison est un cocktail d’anticorps qui forme
une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison des éléments précités ;
b) une cellule tumorale circulante qui exprime des antigènes mésenchymateux et la première entité de liaison
est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique avec FGFR1, FGFR4, EGFR, récepteur de folate, N-cadhérine
ou MSC, ou la première entité de liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique avec une combinaison
des éléments précités ; ou
c) une cellule tumorale circulante qui exprime des antigènes de surface angiogéniques et la première entité de
liaison est un anticorps qui forme une liaison spécifique avec un récepteur de VEGF.

14. Procédé de détection d’une cible dans un échantillon, le procédé consistant à utiliser le dispositif selon la revendi-
cation 1 pour détecter la cible dans l’échantillon.
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