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(54) Polymer backbone element tags

(57)  Element tags based on novel metal-polymer
conjugates are provided for elemental analysis of ana-
lytes, including ICP-MS. A polymer backbone is function-
alized to irreversibly bind metals that are selected prior
to use by the user. The polymer is further functionalized
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early improves sensitivity. The metal-polymer conjugate
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rare (for example a diseased) cell in a complex sample
(for example, blood).
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