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(54) Fibrin(ogen) degradation and clot lysis by fibrinolytic metalloproteinase

(57)  Theinvention provides a method of causing the
degradation of fibrin(ogen) (i.e., fibrin, fibrinogen, and
related substances) by means of a fibrinolytic matrix
metalloproteinase, preferably an MT1-MMP. The meth-
od of the invention can be performed in vitro to provide
diagnostic information characterizing fibrin(ogen) and fi-
brinolytic physiology. The method can also be per-
formed in vivo as a method of thrombolytic therapy in
which a fibrinolytic matrix metalloproteinase is adminis-

tered to a subject to degrade thrombus in situ. The fibri-
nolytic matrix metalloproteinase can be administered in
conjunction with other active agents, preferably with
agents having thrombolytic activity to improve thrombo-
lytic and fibrinolytic therapy. The invention further pro-
vides compositions containing a fibrinolytic matrix met-
alloproteinase for the performance of fibrinolytic or
thrombolytic procedures. Also provided are kits that in-
clude a fibrinolytic matrix metalloproteinase for perform-
ing fibrinolytic or thrombolytic procedures.
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