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Q European Patent Application Number
Office EP 05 73 6034

CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate fo the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).




Q) Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 05 73 6034

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4, 9-19, 32-43 (partially)

Detecting and diagnosing neural injury and/or neural
disorders using all spectrin as protein biomarker and
compositions and kits therefore

2. claims: 1-4, 9-19, 32-43

Detecting and diagnosing neural injury and/or neural
disorders using SPDB-1 as protein biomarker and compositions
and kits therefore

3. claims: 1-4, 9-19, 32-43

Detecting and diagnosing neural injury and/or neural
disoreders using NF-68 as protein biomarker and compositions
and kits therefore

4. claims: 1-4, 9-19, 32-43

Detecting and diagnosing neural injury and/or neural
disorders using Tau-3 as protein biomarker and compositions
and kits therefore.

5. claims: 1-43

inventions 5 to X represent each induvidual biomarker
mentioned in the present claims and each desired combination
of biomarkers proposed

The application Tacks unity within the meaning of Article 82 EPC, for the
following reasons:

The broadly defined features "detection of one or more protein
biomarkers with a diagnosis of neural injury and/or neural disorders" by
using as biomarker "axonal proteins" of claim 1 are known from document
D1 (W02004025298) and therefore there is no technical relationship that
"axonal proteins" can form with all the other biomarkers mentioned in the
present claims as basis for a common inventive concept.

Neither this nor any corresponding technical feature is present, so
that a technical relationship between the biomarkers can form an
inventive concept (Rule 44 EPC) and the requirement for unity of
invention referred to in Article 82 EPC is not fulfilled.

In accordance with Rule 164(1) EPC the supplementary search report
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Q Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 05 73 6034

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

has been drawn up on those parts of the application which relate to the
invention, or group of inventions, first mentioned in the claims, i.e.
the axonal protein all spectrin.
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ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 05 73 6034

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

18-06-2008
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
WO 2004025298 A 25-03-2004 AU 2003270509 Al 30-04-2004
CA 2498614 Al 25-03-2004
EP 1546717 Al 29-06-2005
JP 2005538380 T 15-12-2005

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the Europsan Patent Office, No. 12/82
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