.0) European Patent Appiication Number
Office EP 62 80 5990

CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have

been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

I:I Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time fimit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time fimit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention

first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-4, 22-41, 42 (partially), 43 (partially), 44-51




Q) EUItO‘pean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 02 80 5990

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4,22-41,42 (partially),43 (partially), 44-51

Method of attaching nucleic acid molecules to electrically
conductive surfaces comprising providing two electrical
conductors made of different type of conductive materials
and attaching a first set of oligonucleotide probes to a
first electrical conductor with an attachment chemistry
which binds the first set of oligonucleotide probes to the
first electrical conductor but not the second electrical
conductor and finally attaching a second set of
oligonucleotide probes to the second electrical conductor.
Apparatus and method for detecting a target nucleic acid.

2. claims: 5-9,19 (partially),42 (partially),43 (partially)

Method of attaching nucleic acid molecules to electrically
conductive surfaces comprising providing two electrical
conductors wherein the second electrical conductor is
covered with a masking agent and attaching a first set of
oligonucleotide probes to a first electrical conductor with
an attachment chemistry which binds the first set of
oligonucleotide probes to the first electrical conductor,
removing the masking agent from the second electrical
conductor and attaching a second set of oligonucleotide
probes to the second electrical conductor.

3. claims: 10-12

Method of attaching multiple nucleic acid molecules to
electrically conductive surfaces comprising providing two
electrical conductors, attaching metal particles to the
first electrical conductor by silanizing a surface of the
first electrical conductor and linking the silanized surface
to metal particles with a siloxane group and attaching
multiple oligonucleotide probes to said metal particles
attached to the first electrical conductor.

4. claims: 13-18, 19 (partially)

Method of attaching multiple nucleic acid molecules to
electrically conductive surfaces comprising providing two
electrical conductors connected to a voltage source,
attracting a first set of oligonucleotide probes toward the
first electrical conductor by making the first electrical
conductor more positively charged relative to the second
electrical conductor, wherein the first set of
oligonucieotde probes chemically binds to the first
electrical conductor.
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