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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have

been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. Thé present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requiréments of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

l:[ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims. '

D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

D Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: '

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time fimit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: .

1-27,29-45




@) Eur.opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTIONF : Application Number

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-27,29-45

A probe that is able to distinguish between functional and
non-functional P2X7 receptor, methods of using the probe in
the diagnosis and treatment of disease and pharmaceutical
compositions.

2. claim: 28

The use of one or more antibodies to diagnose irritable
bowel syndrome. ' :

3. claims: 46-49

Pharmaceutical compositions and methods of treating or
preventing a disease using.one or more substances which
-regulate the expression of ATPases that control the supply
of ATP to P2X7 receptors.




Q) Eur'opean Patent INCOMPLETE SEARCH Application Number

C1aim(s) searched incompletely:
1-45

Reason for the limitation of the search:

Present claims 1-45 relate to compounds and methods defined by reference
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely the ability to
distinguish between active and inactive P2X7 receptors.

The claims cover all compounds and methods having this.characteristic or
property, whereas the application provides support within the meaning of
Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC for
only a very limited number of such compounds and methods. In the present
case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope
is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack
clarity (Article 84 EPC). An attempt is made to define the compounds and
methods by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of
clarity in the present case is such as to render a meaningful search
over the whole of the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the search
has been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be
clear, supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the
antibody disclosed in XXX and methods employing this antibody.
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which under Rule 45 of the European Patent Convention EP 02 71 5313

shall be considered, for the purposes of subsequent
proceedings, as the European search report

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int.CL7)
No further relevant documents disclosed C07K14/705
C07K16/28
A61K39/395
A61P35/00
A61P1/00
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED {In1.CL.7)
Co7K
The supplementary search report has been based on the last set of claims valid
and available at the start of the search.
INCOMPLETE SEARCH
The Search Division considers that the present application, or some or all of its claims, does/do
not comply with the EPC to such an extent that a meaningful search into the state of the art cannot
be carried out, or can only be carried out partially, for the following claims:
Claims searched completely :
Claims searched incompletely :
Claims not searched :
Reason for the limitalion of the search:
see sheet C
Place of search Dale of completion of the search Examiner
Munich 29 April 2005 Page, M

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particutarly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document

after the filing date
: document cited in the application
: document cited for other reasons

; TO M-

document

: theory or principle underlying the invention
: earlier patent document, but pubtished on, or

: member of the same patenk falﬁily‘correspondmg..
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