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Claims 20-25,27-28,30,35,36 do not meet the requirements of Article 84
EPC in that the matter for which protection is sought is not defined. The
claims attempt to define the subject-matter in terms of the result to be
achieved.
Such a definition is only allowable under the conditions elaborated in
the Guidelines C-II1, 4.10. In this instance, however, such a formulation
is not allowable because the functional statements do not enable the
skilled person to reduce to practice a definition of the claimed
subject-matter because the compounds claimed have potentially Timitless
structural possibilities. Thus there is absolutely no limit to the
structural variation in the compounds which might act as antigens that
induces antigen-specific T cells.
According to Article 83 and Rule 42(1)(c) EPC, (see also Guidelines C-II,
4.1, 4.6, 4.16) the claim must contain sufficient technical disclosure of
the solution to the problem, which is not the case here as no effective
pointer to the identity of the compounds is provided.
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate fo the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patentapplication does hot comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

Invention 1: claims 1-18,31,32-34 (in part)

Detection of antigen-specific T cells or antigen, that
reacts with antigen specific T cells comprising frequent
stimulation of T cells without newly adding
antigen-presenting cells (APC) to the peripheral blood
mononuclear cells (PBMC). And use of PBMC stimulated with an
antigen frequently without adding new APC for the
preparation of a tailored pharmaceutical composition.

Invention 2: claims 19,29, 32-34 (in part)

A tailored pharmaceutical composition comprising an antigen.

Invention 3: claim 26 (in part for SEQ ID NO 1)

A tailored pharmaceutical composition comprising an antigen
represented by SEQ ID NO: 1.

Inventions 4-33: claim 26 (in part for respective SEQ ID NO)

A tailored pharmaceutical composition comprising an antigen
represented by SEQ ID NO: 2-30.

Invention 34: claim 37

Method detecting allergy using a non-mutating autoantigen
peptide.

Invention 35: claim 38

Use of a non-allergic peptide derived from an allergic
peptide-retaining antigen for the preparation of a vaccine
for inhibiting allergy.

Article 82 EPC in conjunction with Rule 44 EPC demands that the European
patent application shall relate to one invention only or to a group of
inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. Rule
44 EPC demands that Article 82 EPC shall be fulfilled only when there is
a technical relationship among those inventions involving one or more of
the same corresponding special technical features. The expression
"special technical features" shall mean those technical features that
define the contribution which each of the claimed inventions, considered
as a whole, makes over the prior art.

The alleged unifying concept could reside in an antigen, which is known
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The Search Division considers that the present European patentapplication does hot comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

from the prior art for decades. No other technical features could be

identified that form a technical relationship among each of the separate

inventions claimed and which could be considered as a special technical

feature within the meaning of Rule 44 EPC. Thus the present application

lacks unity a priori.

Moreover tailored pharmaceutical compositions comprising SART-derived
peptides are known from EP 1116791 (p.3, par.8,SEQ ID No:27, ex.8).

Therefore the present application lacks unity also a posteriori.

In view of the prior art, the underlying problem for the group of

inventions 2-33 can be formulated as the provision of an alternative

pharmaceutical composition comprising a peptide antigen.

This problem is solved individually by each peptide characterised by SEQ

ID NO: 1-30.

According to the argumentation outlined above 35 inventions were

identified.
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