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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-17 and 23 (partialy)

A method of diagnosis of miscarriage risk and/or premature
birth or foetal abnormalities comprising measuring the
amount of MIC-1 present in a body sample from a test subject
and comparing said measured amount of MIC-1 against an
amount measured in a normal pregnant subject at equivalent
gestation age as said test subject. The use of MIC-1 for the
treatment of a pregnant subject for reducing the risk of
miscarriage and/or premature birth by administration of
MIC-1 or by gene therapy.

2. claims: 18-20 and 23 (partially)

A method of diagnosis or assessment of cancer characterized
by an abnormal expression level of MIC-1 comprising
measuring the amount of MIC-1 in the test sample and compare
said amount with that of a normal subject.

3. claims: 21-22 and 23 (partially)

A method of diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis comprising
measuring the amount of MIC-1 in the test sample and compare
said amount with that of a normal subject.

4. claim: 24

The use of MIC-1 for the treatment of inflammation by the
administration of MIC-1.

5. claims: 25-32

A method of diagnosis or assessing a predisposition to or
assessment of inflammatory disease and/or cancer comprising
measuring the presence of a MIC-1 variant protein having
either an aspartic acid or histidine at position 202 or a
position corresponding to position 202 of immature human
wild type MIC-1.

6. claims: 33-34
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

A method of genotyping a human subject in relation to MIC-1
comprising determining whether said subject is homozygous or
heterozygous for a MIC-1 protein having either an aspartic
acid or histidine at position 202 or a position
corresponding to position 202 of immature human wild type
MIC-1. The use of said method of genotyping for the
diagnosis or assessment of inflammatory disease and/or
cancer,
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Although claims 13-16 are directed to a method of treatment of the
human/animal body (Article 52(4) EPC), the search has been carried out
and based on the alleged effects of the compound/composition.
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