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Claims HNos.: 10-19

Present ctaims 10-19 retate to compounds defined by reference to a
desirable property, namely thefr ability to tnhihit the Asp 2 mediated
cleavage of a polypeptide or protein substrate.

No technical features of the compounds are present 1n the above-mentioned
claims which weuld lead to this desirable property, the techmical
features formulated so as to permit the execution of a meaningful search.
Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the
meaning of Articte & PCT is to be found for only a very small proportion
of the substances which could fall within the scope of these claims. In
the present case, the ciaims so Jack support, and the application so
Tacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whale of the claimed
scope is impossibie. No means are present in the above-mentionsd claims
by which compounds known in the prior art could be distinguished fram
novel substances. No definition of the subject matter for which
protection is sought is therefore derivable from these claims (Article 6
PCT) or the description (Article 5 PCT). Independent of the above
reasoning, the ciaims also lack cTarity (Article 6§ PCT). An attempt 1s
made to define the compound by reference to a result to be achieved.
Again, this Tack of clarity in the present case is such as ta render a
meaningful search over the whole of the clatmed scope impessibie,
Consequently, the search for claims 10-19 has been restricted to the
substances which are clearly defined and supported by the description,
namely the tested inhibitors (1), (II}, (III) and (IV) exempTified in the
descriptfon of the present application (pages 23-24).

The applicant's attention s drawn to the fact that claims, ar parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international prelimtnary examination {Rule 66.1(e} PCT). The applicant
1s advised that the EPO policy when acting as an Internaticnal
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. Thig is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amendged following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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