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ISSN: 0003-2697
abstract
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1 March 2001 {2001-03-01)
page 1, line 6 — tine 19
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claims 1-4,13,22
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abstract
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vol. 278, no. 2, \
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A

P.X

EKINS R P: "LIGAND ASSAYS: FROM
ELECTROPHORESIS TO MINIATURIZED
MICROARRAYS"

CLINICAL CHEMISTRY, AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR CLINICAL CHEMISTRY. WINSTON, US,
vol. 44, no. 9, 1998, pages 2015-2030,
XP002939389

ISSN: 0009-9147

page 2024, left-hand column, paragraph 3
-right-hand column, paragraph 2

page 2026, left-hand column, paragraph 4
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internatemas application Mo.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/GE 03/81684

Box | Observations where certain ¢laims wore found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first shest}

This International Search Report has not heen established tn respect of cartain olaims under Artidle 17{2)(a) far the fellowing reagdns:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because thay ralate 1o subjest maltar not required to be ssarched by this Authorlty, namety:

2. m Clalms Nps.: 17, 20-26

bacause they relate ta parts of the International Application that co not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningfu! International Search can be carrled out, gpecifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheset PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention Is lacking (Continuation of ffem 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this International application, as foflows:

1. As ali required adaltional search fees ware fimely paid by the applicant, this International Ssarch Report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effart justifying an addiional e, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additicnal fee.

»

3. D As only same of the raquirad additional search fees were timely pald by the applicant, this Intemational Sgzarch Report
cowers only those clalms for which fees were paid, specifically daims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were fimaly paid by the applicant. Consaquently, ihfs Intematicnal Search Report is
Tesiricted to the invention first mentionad in the claims; it is covered by claims Nes.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search faes wers accompanied by tha applicant's protest.

D No protest accempanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form FCTASA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) [July 1998)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Internatonal soplication Ne. PCTAB 03 01684

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA! 71Q

Continuation of Box 1.2

Claims Nos.: 17, 20-26

Present claims 17, 23, 24 and 26 relate to immortalised cell lines and
present claims 20-22 and 25 1o monoclonal antibodies only defired by the
methods of isolation without ¢iving any technical features of the cell
1ines or antibodies.

The claims cover all immortalised cell 1ines and monocional antibodies
which could be isolated by the methods claimed, whereas the application
provides no suppert within the meaning of Article & PCT and disclosure
within the meaning of Article & PCT fer any immortalised cell 1ine or
monoclonal antibody. Thus, the claims so lack support, and the
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search aver the
claimed scope is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the
claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT) rendering a meaningful search
over the claimed scope impossible. Conseqguently no search has been
carried out for said claims.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no internaticnal
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination {Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is adyised that the EPC policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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