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w2ihational application Na.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US 00/01997

Box1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This intemational Search Report has not been established in respact of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasans:

1. I:‘ Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to ke searched by this Authority, narmety:

2, [g] Claims Nos.. 14-24, 28,53-56, 59, 162, 174-180
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not cornply with the prescribed requirements fo such
an exteni that no meaningful International Search can be caried oul, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box I Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This Intematichal Searching Authority found multipte inventions in thig international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. B As all required additional search fees ware timely paid by the applicant. this Intematianal Search Report cavers all
soarchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched witheut effort jusiifying n additional fee, this Autherity did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. m As only some of the required addifional search faas wera limely paid by the applicant, this intemational Search Reporl
covers pnly these olaims for which fees were paid, specifically slaims Mos.:

1-13,25-52,67,58,60-128,131,132,136~151,153~164,170~172

4. |:I Mo required additicnal search fees wers timely pald by the applicant. Consequently, this Intemational Search Repert is
restricted fo the invention first mentioned ir the claims; it is covered by cfaims Nos.:

Femark on Protest D The acdittcnal search fees wers accompanled by the applicant’s protest.

m No protest accompanied the paymert of additional search fess.
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Internatioral Appication No. PCTAS 00 01997

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTISA/ 210

Continuation of Bax I.2

Claims Nos.: 14-24, 28,53-56, 59, 152, 174-180

A. Claims 14-24,28,53-56,59,162 and 174-180:

these claims relate ta an extremely large number of possibTe embediments.
Support within the meaning of Article & PCT andfor disclosure within the
meaning of Article b PCT is to be found, hoawever, for only a very smail
proportion of the articles, methods, kits, systems or compositions
claimed. In ihe present case, the claims so Tack suppert, and the
apptication so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole
of the clatmed scope is impossible.

Claim 14 is unclear (Art.6 PCT), as it relates to a binding species,
which however eannot be found in e.g. claims & and 7.

Claim 24 is unclear (Art.6 PCT), as it generically relates to "fusion®
which can however onily be found in claims 15 and 1A.

Claim 152 1s wnclear (Art.6 PCT), as it relates to a signaling entity,
which however cannot be found in many of the previous claims.

Claim 174 is unclear (Art.6 PCT), as it relates to "A method as in any
preceding elaim”; however, only some of the previous claims relate teo
such method.

Claims 175-177 are unclear {Art.6 PLT), as they reiate to an article,
which however camnot be found in e.g. claims 2 and 71-74.

Claims 179 and 180 are unclear (Art.6 PCT), as they relate to a sample,
which however cannot be found in e.g. claims 1-8.

Additionally, in view of the non-unfty objections raised, it is
imposeible to atiribute the subject-matfer claimed in present claims
14-24,28,53-56,59,152 and 174-180 te¢ a unique one of the 14 inventions
found in the set of claims. ConsequentTy, as the determination of thefr
exact scope is rendered impossible, no search has been carried out for
claims 14-24,28,53-56,59,152 and 174-180.

The following deficiencies have also been noted:
B. Claims 25-37 and 60-70:
Elaims 25-37 and 60-70 are unclear (Art.6 PCT), as they relate to "A kit

as in ctaims 1 — 5", which kit however cannot be found in claims 2 and 3
which relate to a composftion and an article.

€laims 25-27,60 and 63-70 are unclear {(Art.6 PCT), as they relate to an
article, which however cannot be found in e.g. claim 2.

page 1 of 3
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International Application No. PCTIUS 00 .Olgg7

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISAf 77

Claims 31-37 and 62 are unclear {Art.6 PCT), as they relate to a surface,
which however cannot be found in e.g. claim 2.

Claims 63 and 65-70 are unclear {Art.6 PCT), as their preamble refers to
"An article

as in claim ..."; however, the claims to which it is referred recite a
kit, not an article.

C. Claims 38-52:

Claims 38-52 and are unclear (Art.6 PCT), as they relate to "A kit as in
claims 3-5", which kit however camnnot be found in claim 3 which relates
te an article.

B. Claims 128,131,132 and 136:

These dependent ¢Taims do comprise wrong references. As far as could be
understood, claim 128 shouid be dependent upon claim 127, clatm 131 upen
claim 9, claim 132 upon claim 131, and claim 136 upen claim 9.

E. Claim 138:

Claim 138 is unclear (Art.6 PC}, as it relates to particles and/or
magnetic beads, which have not be menticned in any of the previous
claims. As far as could be understood, claim 138 should ha dependent upon
claim 123.

for the purpose of assigning the claims mentioned in paragraphs E. - E.
ahove to one of the groups of invention, it was therefore assumed that
they either directly or indirectly {that is, via another dependent ciaim)
relate to the kit of claim 1 or method of claim 9; hence, the satd ctaims
were assfgned te the first invention.

The Applicant is notified that the claim numbering does not comply with
Rule 6.1 b} PCT, as some claim numbers are missing and the use of claim
numbers such as "80.1" is not allowed.

The appticant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search repert has been established need not be the subject of an
international pretiminary examination (Rule 66.1{e} PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPD policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authoriiy is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is

page 2 of 3
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Internatioral Application No. PCTAS 00 01997

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

the case Trrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapier 11 pracedure.
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Internaticnal Application Ne. PCTAIS 00 41997

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 21p

This International Searching Authority found multiple {groups of}
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1,3,4,5,9,10,13,25-52,60-70,75-128,131,132,135-151,
158

Articles having surfaces and binding species
capable of binding a neurcdegenerative disease
aggregate~ or fibril-forming species, kits
comprising the safd article, as well as methods
using the said articles.

2. Claim ¢ 2

Composition comprising a binding species capable
of binding a neurodegenerative disease aggregate-
or fibril-forming species and an electronic
signaling entity.

3. Claims: &,7,71-74
System comprising a neurodegenerative disease
fibril or aggregate and at least two particles.

4. Claims: 8,57,58
Compasition comprising a binding species capable
of binding a neurcdegenerative disease aggregate-
or fibril-ferming species fastened to a moiety
that can coordinate a metal.

B. Claims: 11,12,153~-157
Methad involving binding species which are not
neurodegenerative disease aggregate— or
fibrii-forming species, satd methcd involving the
conversion into neurodegenerative disease
aggregate— or fibril-forming species.

6. Claims: 159,163 {when dependeni upon claim 15%),164
Method comprising the formation of a SAM using a
surfactant.

7. Claims: 160,163 (when dependent upon claim 159}

¥ethod comprising the formation af a SAM using a
carboxylate.

page 1 of 2
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Intamatcral Application No. PCT/US 00 51997

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASAS 210

8. C(Taims: 161,163 {when dependent upen claim 159}
Method comprising the formation of a SAM on a
collaid surface.

3. Claims: 162,163 {when dependent upon clzim 15%)

Method comprising the formation of a SAM using a
carboxylate.

10. Claim : 170

Method comprising the provisien of at Teast two
binding specias capable of hinding a
neurodegenerative disease aggregate— or fibril-
forming species farming a Tinker.

11. Claims: 171,172
Methods for drug screening, comprising the exposure
of celis/soTutions expressing/comprising a

neuradegenerative disease aggregate—or
fibrii-forming species to a drug.

12. Claim : 173

Methed cemprising introducing emergy in a fluid.
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Patent document Puhblication Patent family Publication
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EP 0981643 A 01-03-2000
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BR 9610580 A 24-10-20Q0
CA 2231409 A 20-03-1997
EP 0852011 A 08-07-1998
JP 2000500005 T 11-01-200¢0
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