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IPC(3) - GO1N 33/537; GOTN 33/543 (2010.01)
USPC - 436/538; 436/518; 436/528
Agcording 10 International Patent Classification (IPC) or to bath national classification and [PC
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Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)
IPC(8): GO1N 33/537; GOTN 33543 (2010.01)
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Journal of Clinical Pathology, 1991, Vol 44
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Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
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[0240], [C267], [0271], [0341], [0344), {0358), [0359], [0362], [0363], [0365), Table 1.

Y HIRST et ak. Production of plasma selectively depleted In fibrinogen by affinity chromatography. | 4
Joumal of Clinical Pathology, 1891, Vol 44, Papas 306-308, especially page 306, abstract:
page 306. right column; page 308, left column, first paragraph.

Y JP 9166591 A (MASAYUKI) 24 June 1997 (24.08.1997), abstract. 4

A WO 99/026067 A1 (WATKINS et al.} 27 May 1994 (27.05.1999) 1-40 and 50

E] Further docurnents are listed in the continuation of Box C. D
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“E* earlicr application or patent but published on or aficr the international  “X*  dpcument of particular refevance; the claimed invention cannot be
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasans:

i I:] Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claitns Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Chaims Nos,:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheef)

This Intemational Searching Authority found multiple inventions io this international application, as follows:
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
cohcapt under PCT Rula 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additienal examination faes must be paid.

Group | claims 1-40, 50 are directed to a method of performing an assay detecting a single melecule of a detectable species correlating
to a single malecule of an analyte i¢ which said delectabls species specifically binds and wherein said detecting comprises using a
singte molecule analyzer.

Groug Il claims 41-43 are directed to a methad of performing an assay detecting a single molecule of a detectable antibody corralating
to & single molecule of an analyte to which said detectable antibody specificaily binds.

—- Pleass see continuation on extra sheet —

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intematianal search report covers all searchable
claims,

2 D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. EI As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this i ioral search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-40 and 5¢

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees,
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Continualion of Box (Ill}: Lack of Unily

Group Il laims 44-47 are directed tc a methed of performing an assay of a sample detocting a singla molecule of a P
coalating to a single molecule of an analyte which Is a member selectsd from a cytokine and a growth factor.

Group IV claim 448 are diractad to a methed of determining a member selecled from diagnesis, pregnosis, state of treatment and mathod
of reatment based on & result of a single molecule assay.

Group V claim 49 Is directed to & data set from an assay.

Groups V has no shared technical feature with any of groupa HV. Groups I-IV all have the shared technical features of a methed for
perferming an assay comprising in a first veszel forming & complex between said analyte and a caplure spacies spacifically binding said
analyte, wherein saic capture species is immabilized on a magnetic particle folfowing, comactng sald complex with sald detectable
species which specliically bings 1o sald analyts thereby forming an Immobllized complex of said detectable species and detecling said
single molecule ol said detectable species. However, thig is not an improvemant aver the prier art of WO99026067 A1 to Walkins et al.
(27 May 1999} that specilically leaches a method for perlorming an assay (abstracy) comprising In a first vessal {pg , 131n 24-26),
ferming a complex between said analyte 2nd a caplure species spacifically binding said analyte, wherein said capture specias is
immobilized on a magnetic particle {pg 10 In 28), following, conlaciing said complex with sald detéctable species which spacifically binds
tv said anatyte thereby torming an immobilized complex of said dateciable speciea (pg 11 In 2-6), and detecting sald single moleculs of
said detectable species (pg 11 In 8-10}. In order for all inventions to ba examined, the appropriate additional examination feos must be
pald,
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