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imtematiodil oolication No
PCT/US 00/04592

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

A. CLASSIFICATION Df SUBJEGT MATTER
1rC 7 G01N33)%8 .

According ta Inlemational Patent ClassEication (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum doctimentation seamhed {clasdlficaton syatem fallowed hy classification symbals]

IPC 7 GOIN

Documentation searched other than minimum dosumentation fa the extert that sush dooumernds areineluded in the fields seamched

Hectronic data baga consulted during the mtemational search {nama of data base and. where practical, search terma used)

MEDLINE, EFO-Internal

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

GCalegory ® | Citation of document, with indlcation, whert eppropriete, of the relevant passages Relevart to claim No.

X VINGERLING, J.R. ET AL.: "Age-related 1-16,42
macular degeneration and smoking, The
Rotterdam study®
ARCH OPHTHALMOL,
vol. 114, no. 10, GOctober 1996 (1996-10),
pagas 1193-1196, XP0OO861808
abstract
X SACKS 7 6 ET AL: "The pathogenesis of 1-16,42
optic nerve drusen. A hypothesis.”
ARCHIVES OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, (1977 MAR) 95
(3) 425-8.

XPOO0911974
abstract

. Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C.

D Patent family membars ars listed in annex,

© Special pategeries of cited dosumpnts

"A" document dafining the general state of tha art whichis not
corcidared tohe of particular relevance

"B eafier document but published on of after the intematonal
filing date

"L* document which mey throw doubls on prierty cisim(s) ar
which is cited to estaliish the publcation dale of anohsr
citaion or other spesial reason (as specified)

"0" document refering to an oral disclosure, use, exhibiion or
cther means

*P* document published prior to the intemational fikng date but
Iater than the priority date claimed

*T* later documend. published after the infematianal fiing date
or pricrity date and not in confiict with the apdiceton but
wited to understand the principle or theory urderying the
inventicn

“4" daeument of paricular relevance; the claimed invention
cannat be canside red novel or cannot be considersd to
involve an inventive skep when fre dosument is taken alone

*¥*" document of particular relevince; the claimed invention
cannot bé considered ta involve an inventive  elep when the
dogument is combined with one or more other such doou-
ments, such combimation being cbvicustoa persen skilled
inihe a4,

"&" document mamber of the same patent family:

Date of the actual completion of the intemational search

30 August 2000

Date of mailing of the intemational search report

12/09/2000

MName and mailing address of the 1SA
Eurcpean Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patertaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk
Tel. (+31-70} 340-2040, Tx. 31 661 epani,
Fax; (+31-70; 3403010

Authonzed officer

Hoekstra, S

Form PCTATAZAD {aenond sheet] (July 1982}
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G.(Continuation} DOCUMENTS GONSIDERER TO BE RELEVANT

Category * | Citation of document, with indication.where aporogriata, of the relevent passages

Retavart 10 claim No.

X CURNINGHAM R D ET AL: "Aneurysm of the
ophthalmic artery with drusen of the optic
nerve head.”

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLO&GY, (1971
OCT) 72 (4) 743-5. |

LPO00911948
abstract
X TARKKAMNEN, A. AND LAATIKAINEN, L. : "late
ocular manifestations in neonatal herpes
simplex infection”
BE J OPHTHALOML,
vol. 61, 1977, pages 608-616, XPO00911789
abstract

1-16,42

1-16,42

Fotrn PCTASARTS (sontinuation of second shast) (Jufy 1892)
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Internations| Application No, PGTAIS 00 04592

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box I.1

Claims 30,31 and 33-36 are directed to a wethod of treatment of the
human/animal body, a search has not been carried out and based on the
alleged effects of the "arterial wall disruptive disorder therapeutic”
due to Tack of technical features as a basis for a meaningfull search
over the whole of the claimed scope.

Continuation of Box I.1

Claims Nos.: 38, 31 and 33-36

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
therapy

Continuation of Box 1.2

Claims Nos.: 1-16 and 42 in part, 17-41 and 432,44 in toto

Present claims 1-16 and 42 relate to an extremely large number of
possible methods or animal models. In fact, the claims contain so many
options, that a lack of clarity (and/or conciseness) within the meaning
of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful
search of the claims impossible. Consequently, the search has been
carried out for those parts of the application which do appear to be
clear (and/or concise), namely the subject-matter of claims I-16 and 42
in sofar as characterised by technical features which would, insofar as
rendered plausible by the description, contribute to a solution to the
problem of providing a diagnostic method for predisposition of macular
degeneration. There appears to be no suppoert in the sense of Article 6
and Article 5 PCT for the notion that any of the proposed specified
biochemical markers of e.g. claim 10 are indeed solutions to the posed
problem.

Moreover, the claims cover all methods having the feature of a drusen
associated marker which in itself is defined by the result to be achieved
of being a drusen associated marker without leading the skilled man to a
technically supported choice of efficacious markers amongst all
conceivable biochemical and histoTogical associations with drusen or
macular phenomena. In fact the application provides support within the
meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article
5 FCT only for arterial disruptive disorders as a suitable marker. In
the present case, the clatms so lack support, and the application so
lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed
scope is impoessible. Independent of the above reasoning, the claims alseo
tack clarity {Article 6 PCT)}. because of the attempt to define the method
by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in
the present case is such as to render a mearingful search over the whole
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International Application No. PCTAIS 00 (4592

FURTHER [NFORMA TION CONTINUED FROM  PCTISA/ 214

of the claimed scope impossibie.

The subject-matter for which protection is sought itn claims 17-29 and
37-41 and 43 and 44 would be characterized by the techrnical nature of the
(genomic) nucleic acid. As this nucleic acid is not defined in terms of
technical features 1ike sequence ID's or other specific scientific
destgnations a meaningfull search for these claims cannot be carried cut
either in view of a lack of clarity (Article 6 and Rule 6.3(a) PCT) and a
lack of suppert for the whole of the scope of the claims (Article & PCT
and Article 6 theird sentence).

The same holds true mutatis mutandis for claims 32 and claims 31, 31 and
33-36 which fait to identify the technical nature of the "arterial wall
disruptive disorder therapeutic”.

The search has in effect been l1imited to finding documents which would
reveal a causal or coincidental relation between macular degeneration and
arterial wall disruption disorders.

The applicant’s attention is drawn te the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1{(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPE policy when acting as an International
Pretiminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examinatton on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended faollowing
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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