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prior art.

This international application is considered to comprise at least the following independent inventions/
groups of inventions:

Invention 1: claims 1-6 and 9 defining screening methods, in which an initial gastrin-17 concentration in
a blood sample is determined based on a measured concentration of serum or plasma gastrin-17 and
information concerning the sample storage time and/or temperature before the measurement is carried
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Invention 2: claims 7 and 8 defining a device or a program which determines an initial biomarker
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The feature shared by the inventions 1 and 2 is that an initial biomarker concentration in a sample

is determined based on a measured plasma or serum biomarker concentration combined with data
concerning sample storage time and temperature before the measurement. However, this feature has
already been disclosed in the prior art (see EP1454134B1, paragraphs [0001], [0008]-[0012], [0024],
[0025], [0038]; table 1; figures 1 and &; claims 1, 3-7, 11-14).

Since the inventions 1 and 2 do not share one or more of the same or corresponding special technical
features that define contribution over the prior art, a technical relationship between the inventions, as
required by PCT Rule 13.2, does not exist. Consequently, the international application does not meet the
requirements of unity of invention as defined in PCT Rules 13.1. and 13.2.
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