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(54) APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MEASURING COMPRESSION FORCE OF FLEXIBLE LINEAR 
BODY

(57) A measurement device can detect a degree of
bending of a linear body (1) with a sensor when com-
pressive force (P) in a direction of longitudinal axis is
applied to the linear body (1) as a result of contact of a
tip end of the linear body (1) with an obstacle. Then, the
detected degree of bending of the linear body (1) is con-
verted to compressive force (P) in the direction of longi-

tudinal axis applied to the linear body (1) based on pre-
determined correlation between the degree of bending
and the compressive force, so that presence of an ob-
stacle in a direction of travel of the linear body (1) can be
sensed based on increase in the compressive force. In
addition, as the same measurement device is applicable
to linear bodies (1) of various shapes and materials, cost
effectiveness is achieved.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a measure-
ment device and a measurement method and particularly
to a device and a method for measuring compressive
force applied to a linear body having flexibility.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A linear body having flexibility has been put into
practical use as a linear medical appliance inserted in a
vessel in a body. For example, a guide wire or a catheter
inserted in a vessel in a body such as a blood vessel, a
ureter, a bronchus, an alimentary canal, or a lymph ves-
sel, or a wire having an embolus coil attached at a tip
end for embolizing an aneurysm has been known. Such
a linear body is inserted into a vessel in a body and guided
to a destination through an operation from outside the
body.
[0003] In many cases, the vessel in which the linear
body is inserted is not necessarily linear but partially
flexed or branched. In addition, a diameter of the vessel
is not necessarily uniform, and the vessel itself may be-
come thinner or a diameter of the vessel may be made
smaller by an obstacle located in the vessel such as a
thrombus in a blood vessel. A conventional linear body,
however, has not been provided with means for sensing
a condition in a direction of travel of the linear body, and
it has been necessary to use operator’s intuition in oper-
ating the linear body and the operator has had to be
skilled in the operation for guiding the linear body from
outside the body. A device provided with a pressure sen-
sor at a tip end of a linear body is disclosed as a device
sensing presence of an obstacle in a direction of travel
of the linear body (see, for example, Japanese Patent
Laying-Open No. 10-263089 (Patent Document 1)). Pat-
ent Document 1: Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.
10-263089

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0004] On the other hand, it is difficult to realize a de-
vice provided with a pressure sensor at the tip end of a
linear body, in particular when the linear body is extreme-
ly thin. For example, a guide wire to be inserted in a cer-
ebral blood vessel has a diameter around 0.35mm, and
it is difficult to provide a small pressure sensor at the tip
end of such an extremely thin linear body. In addition, it
is more difficult to insert a wire in the linear body in order
to extract a signal from the pressure sensor to the outside.
[0005] Moreover, if the vessel in which the linear body
is inserted is flexed or if a diameter of the vessel is small,
insertion resistance of the linear body is affected by fric-
tion with the vessel. Accordingly, an output from the pres-

sure sensor provided at the tip end of the linear body may
not necessarily be in agreement with kinesthetic sense
of the operator at the time of insertion. Therefore, even
when the device provided with the pressure sensor at
the tip end of the linear body is used, the operator oper-
ates the linear body based on kinesthetic sense informa-
tion of the insertion resistance of the linear body exter-
nally held with fingers of the operator, that is, relying on
intuition of the operator. Further, as it is only the operator
that can feel the kinesthetic sense, it is difficult to quantify
manipulation of a skilled operator so as to transfer the
skill to a less experienced operator.
[0006] In addition, it is not cost effective to prepare
linear bodies of various shapes and materials for adap-
tation to different applications and to provide pressure
sensors in respective linear bodies, and manufacturing
cost is increased.
[0007] Therefore, a main object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a measurement device and a measure-
ment method capable of sensing presence of an obstacle
in a direction of travel of a linear body, that are applicable
to linear bodies of various shapes and materials.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0008] A measurement device according to the
present invention is a measurement device measuring
compressive force in a direction of longitudinal axis ap-
plied to a linear body having flexibility, and includes a
main body in which a through hole through which the
linear body passes is formed, the linear body being bent
in a prescribed direction within the through hole when
the compressive force in the direction of longitudinal axis
is applied to the linear body. In addition, the measurement
device includes a sensor detecting a degree of bending
of the linear body. Moreover, the measurement device
includes a conversion circuit converting the degree of
bending detected by the sensor into the compressive
force in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to the
linear body.
[0009] Here, the sensor can detect a degree of bending
of the linear body when compressive force in the direction
of longitudinal axis is applied to the linear body as a result
of contact of the tip end of the linear body with the ob-
stacle. Then, the detected degree of bending of the linear
body is converted into compressive force in the direction
of longitudinal axis applied to the linear body based on
predetermined correlation between the degree of bend-
ing of the linear body and the compressive force applied
to the linear body, so that presence of the obstacle in a
direction of travel of the linear body can be sensed based
on increase in the compressive force. Here, the sensor
is provided in a position where the linear body is operated,
located outside the vessel in which the linear body is
inserted, so as to measure the compressive force in the
direction of longitudinal axis applied to the linear body.
Therefore, the compressive force applied to the linear
body can quantitatively be measured also in regard to an
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extremely thin linear body where it is difficult to provide
a pressure sensor at the tip end. In addition, as the same
measurement device is applicable to linear bodies of var-
ious shapes or materials, the linear body as used so far
can be used without modification, which leads to cost
effectiveness.
[0010] Preferably, the linear body above is a linear
medical appliance to be inserted in a vessel in a body.
Here, contact of the tip end of the linear body with an
inner wall of the vessel can be sensed by measuring in-
crease in the compressive force in the direction of longi-
tudinal axis applied to the linear body. Therefore, appli-
cation of excessive load onto the vessel within the body
can be prevented.
[0011] In addition, preferably, the sensor above is an
optical sensor including a light source emitting light and
a light receiver receiving light emitted by the light source.
Then, the sensor detects the degree of bending of the
linear body using a quantity of light received by the light
receiver with respect to a quantity of light emitted by the
light source. Here, the degree of bending of the linear
body can more reliably be detected, and by converting
the degree of bending, the compressive force applied to
the linear body can more reliably be measured.
[0012] In addition, preferably, the sensor above is an
optical array sensor including a light source emitting light
and a light receiver receiving light emitted by the light
source. Then, the sensor detects the degree of bending
of the linear body by detecting a position at which light
emitted by the light source is cut off by the linear body
and a quantity of light received by the light receiver de-
creases. Here, the degree of bending of the linear body
can more reliably be detected, and by converting the de-
gree of bending, the compressive force applied to the
linear body can more reliably be measured.
[0013] In addition, preferably, the sensor includes a
detection electrode and a capacitance detection circuit
detecting the degree of bending of the linear body based
on a capacitance generated between the detection elec-
trode and the linear body.
[0014] In addition, preferably, the sensor includes a
light source, an objective lens directing light from the light
source to the linear body, a moving portion moving the
objective lens, an objective lens position detection unit
detecting a position of the objective lens, a light receiver
receiving light reflected by the linear body and converting
the light into an electric signal, and an operation unit de-
tecting the degree of bending of the linear body based
on the detected position of the objective lens and the
electric signal from the light receiver.
[0015] In addition, preferably, the sensor includes a
light source emitting light to the linear body, and an image
processing unit receiving light reflected by the linear
body, picking up an image of the linear body, and detect-
ing the degree of bending of the linear body based on
the picked-up image of the linear body.
[0016] In addition, preferably, the sensor includes a
piezoelectric element outputting ultrasound to the linear

body and receiving the ultrasound reflected by the linear
body, and a time difference detection unit detecting a
time period from output of the ultrasound by the piezoe-
lectric element to the linear body until reception of the
ultrasound reflected by the linear body and detecting the
degree of bending of the linear body based on the de-
tected time period.
[0017] In addition, preferably, the linear body is a con-
ductor or a magnetic element, and the sensor further in-
cludes a coil, a voltage supply circuit supplying a voltage
to the coil, and a waveform detection circuit detecting an
amplitude of a waveform of a current that flows through
the coil or a phase difference between a waveform of the
voltage supplied to the coil and the waveform of the cur-
rent that flows through the coil, and detecting the degree
of bending of the linear body based on a result of detec-
tion.
[0018] In addition, preferably, the linear body is a mag-
netic element, and the sensor further includes a magnet
and a magnetic detection unit detecting magnetic flux
from the magnet and detecting the degree of bending of
the linear body based on a result of detection.
[0019] In addition, preferably, the sensor further in-
cludes a movable portion coupled to the linear body, and
a movable portion position detection unit detecting a po-
sition of the movable portion and detecting the degree of
bending of the linear body based on a result of detection.
[0020] In addition, preferably, the measurement de-
vice includes a plurality of sensors, and the conversion
circuit converts the degree of bending detected by the
plurality of sensors into the compressive force applied to
the linear body.
[0021] In addition, preferably, the measurement de-
vice above includes at least any one of a visualizing in-
strument displaying an output from the sensor and an
auralizing instrument converting variation in the output
from the sensor into voice and sound. Here, kinesthetic
sense of the operator can be quantified for display and
record. Therefore, manipulation of a skilled operator can
quantitatively be transferred to a less experienced oper-
ator. Moreover, the operator can reliably recognize the
time when compressive force applied to the linear body
is equal to or greater than a predetermined threshold
value.
[0022] In addition, preferably, the measurement de-
vice above is incorporated in medical equipment for use.
For example, when the measurement device is incorpo-
rated in a Y-connector for use, the linear body is operated
through an input port of the Y-connector and a medicine
can be injected through another input port.
[0023] In addition, preferably, the measurement de-
vice above is attached to a training simulator simulating
a human body for use. Here, manipulation of a skilled
operator can be quantified and manipulation can quan-
titatively be transferred to a less experienced operator.
Therefore, manipulation of the less experienced operator
can quickly be improved.
[0024] A measurement method according to the
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present invention is a method of measuring compressive
force in a direction of longitudinal axis applied to a linear
body having flexibility, and the method includes the step
of detecting, by using a sensor, a degree of bending of
the linear body in a prescribed direction when the com-
pressive force is applied to the linear body. In addition,
the method includes the step of converting the degree of
bending of the linear body detected in the detecting step
into the compressive force applied to the linear body
based on predetermined correlation between the degree
of bending of the linear body and the compressive force
applied to the linear body.
[0025] Here, the sensor can detect a degree of bending
of the linear body when compressive force in the direction
of longitudinal axis is applied to the linear body as a result
of contact of the tip end of the linear body with the ob-
stacle. Then, the detected degree of bending of the linear
body is converted into compressive force in the direction
of longitudinal axis applied to the linear body based on
predetermined correlation between the degree of bend-
ing of the linear body and the compressive force applied
to the linear body, so that presence of the obstacle in a
direction of travel of the linear body can be sensed based
on increase in the compressive force.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0026] As described above, according to the measure-
ment device of the present invention, the sensor can de-
tect a degree of bending of the linear body when com-
pressive force in the direction of longitudinal axis is ap-
plied to the linear body as a result of contact of the tip
end of the linear body with the obstacle. Then, the de-
tected degree of bending of the linear body is converted
into compressive force in the direction of longitudinal axis
applied to the linear body, so that presence of the obsta-
cle in a direction of travel of the linear body can be sensed
based on increase in the compressive force. In addition,
as the same measurement device is applicable to linear
bodies of various shapes or materials, cost effectiveness
is achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027]

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram showing appearance
of a main body of a measurement device according
to Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram show-
ing an internal structure of the main body of the
measurement device shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view showing a cross-sec-
tion along the line III-III in Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram show-
ing bending of a linear body within the measurement
device when compressive force is applied to the lin-
ear body.

Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an overall
configuration of the measurement device.
Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing a method of measuring
compressive force applied to the linear body.
Fig. 7 is a graph showing an example of measure-
ment of an output from a phototransistor with respect
to compressive force applied to a guide wire.
Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram showing an example
of incorporation for use in a Y-connector.
Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram showing an example
of an output method in the measurement device.
Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram showing an example
where the measurement device is used with a linear
medical appliance to be inserted in a vessel in a hu-
man body.
Fig. 11 is a schematic diagram showing an example
where the measurement device is attached to a train-
ing simulator simulating a human body for use.
Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram showing an overall
configuration of a measurement device according to
Embodiment 2 of the present invention.
Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram show-
ing an internal structure of a main body of the meas-
urement device shown in Fig. 12.
Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram show-
ing an internal structure of a main body of a meas-
urement device according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention.
Fig. 15 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 4 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 16 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of the measurement device including a capac-
itance sensor as a displacement sensor, according
to Embodiment 4 representing one embodiment of
the present invention.
Fig. 17 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 5 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 18 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 6 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 19 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 7 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 20 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 8 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 21 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 9 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 22 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-

5 6 



EP 2 000 789 A2

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 10 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 23 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 11 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 24 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a contact sensor.
Fig. 25 is a schematic diagram showing another ex-
emplary configuration of the contact sensor.
Fig. 26 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 12 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 27 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 13 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 28 is a cross-sectional view showing a cross-
section along the line XXVIII-XXVIII in Fig. 27.
Fig. 29 is a cross-sectional view showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 14 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 30 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 15 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 31 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 16 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 32 is a schematic diagram showing a configu-
ration of a measurement device according to Em-
bodiment 17 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE SIGNS

[0028] 1 linear body; 2 measurement device main
body; 3 through hole; 4 input/output port; 5 restraint por-
tion; 6 space; 7 sensor; 8 light source; 9 light receiver;
10 illumination control circuit; 11 amplifier circuit; 12, 161,
162 conversion circuit; 13 selector; 14 Y-connector; 15
input port; 16 another input port; 17 output port; 18 vis-
ualizing instrument; 19 visualizing instrument; 20 aural-
izing instrument; 21 speaker; 22 guide wire; 23 catheter;
24 operator; 25 human body; 26 simulator; 27 simulated
perspective image; 28 cable; 29 light source; 30 light re-
ceiver; 31 compressive force output device; 41 displace-
ment sensor; 42 capacitance sensor; 43 detection elec-
trode; 44 guard electrode; 45 capacitance detection cir-
cuit; 32, 51, 61 optical sensor; 52, 62 semiconductor laser
(light source); 53 half mirror; 54 collimating lens; 55 ob-
jective lens; 56 tuning fork (moving portion); 57 tuning
fork position detection unit (objective lens position detec-
tion unit); 58 pinhole; 59 light-receiving element (light re-

ceiver); 60 operation unit; 63 light-transmissive lens; 64
light-receiving lens; 65 image processing unit; 71 ultra-
sonic sensor; 72 time difference detection unit; 73 pie-
zoelectric element; 81 eddy current sensor; 82 detection
coil; 83 voltage supply circuit; 84 waveform detection cir-
cuit; 91 magnetic sensor; 92 detection coil; 93 voltage
supply circuit; 94 waveform detection circuit; 101 mag-
netic sensor; 102 Hall sensor (magnetic detection unit);
103 amplifier circuit; 104 permanent magnet; 111 contact
sensor; 112 pulley; 113 stopper; 114 spring; 115 movable
portion position detection unit; 116 encoder; 117 optical
sensor; 118 resistor; 119 conductor; 120 resistance value
detection unit; 121 contact sensor; 122 ring; 123 connec-
tion portion; 124 movable portion position detection unit;
131, 141, 151 to 153 displacement sensor; 132 meas-
urement unit; 133 detection circuit; 142 measurement
unit; 143 detection circuit; and 201 to 217 measurement
device.

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0029] An embodiment of the present invention will be
described hereinafter with reference to the drawings. In
the drawings below, the same or corresponding elements
have the same reference characters allotted and detailed
description thereof will not be repeated.

(Embodiment 1)

[0030] Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram showing appear-
ance of a main body of a measurement device according
to Embodiment 1 representing one embodiment of the
present invention. In Fig. 1, a measurement device 201
includes a measurement device main body 2, and in
measurement device main body 2, a through hole 3
through which linear body 1 having flexibility passes is
formed.
[0031] Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram
showing an internal structure of the main body of the
measurement device shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a cross-
sectional view showing a cross-section along the line III-
III in Fig. 1. In Fig. 2, at an inlet and an outlet of through
hole 3, a tapered input/output port 4 is formed in order
to facilitate insertion, by making greater the inlet and the
outlet where linear body 1 passes. In a restraint portion
5 within measurement device main body 2, a diameter
of through hole 3 is slightly greater than a diameter of
linear body 1 (for example, 105% to 120% of the diameter
of linear body 1), and a length of through hole 3 along a
direction of longitudinal axis of linear body 1 is at least
several times as great as the diameter of linear body 1.
Therefore, movement of linear body 1 in restraint portion
5 in a direction other than the direction of longitudinal
axis is restricted.
[0032] Measurement device main body 2 defines a di-
rection of bending of linear body 1 within through hole 3
when compressive force in the direction of longitudinal
axis is applied to linear body 1. Namely, through hole 3
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curves between two restraint portions 5, and linear body
1 passes through through hole 3 while bending along one
wall. In addition, through hole 3 on a wall side, along
which linear body 1 does not extend, opens up to form a
space 6.
[0033] In space 6, movement of linear body 1 in a di-
rection in parallel to the drawing page surface is not re-
stricted. In input/output port 4 and space 6, a height of
through hole 3 in a direction perpendicular to the drawing
page surface is slightly greater than the diameter of linear
body 1 (for example, 105% to 120% of the diameter of
linear body 1), and movement of linear body 1 in the
direction perpendicular to the drawing page surface is
restricted. Namely, in input/output port 4 and space 6, a
cross-sectional shape of through hole 3 in a direction
perpendicular to the direction of longitudinal axis of linear
body 1 is rectangular. The direction of bending of linear
body 1 within through hole 3 is thus defined, to thereby
position a bending portion of linear body 1 when com-
pressive force in the direction of longitudinal axis is ap-
plied to linear body 1.
[0034] Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram
showing bending of linear body 1 within measurement
device main body 2 when compressive force is applied
to linear body 1. In Fig. 4, when compressive force P in
the direction of longitudinal axis is applied to linear body
1, linear body 1 bends in a prescribed direction in space
6 within through hole 3, that is, toward the wall side along
which linear body 1 does not extend in space 6. When
linear body 1 is bent, a height h of peak of bending, that
is, a distance from the wall surface along which linear
body 1 extends to linear body 1 increases. Measurement
device main body 2 includes an optical sensor 7 in the
direction of height of the peak of bending, for detecting
a degree of bending of linear body 1. Sensor 7 includes
a light source 8 (such as an infrared LED) emitting light
and a light receiver 9 (such as a phototransistor) arranged
at a position opposed to light source 8 in space 6 and
receiving light emitted by light source 8. As shown in Fig.
4, light source 8 and light receiver 9 are arranged to be
opposed to each other in a longitudinal direction in the
rectangular cross-section of through hole 3, with linear
body 1 lying therebetween. When h is small, as linear
body 1 is located in the vicinity of light receiver 9, linear
body 1 forms a large image that cuts off light over light
receiver 9 and a quantity of light received by light receiver
9 decreases. When compressive force P is applied to
linear body 1 to bend linear body 1 and h becomes great-
er, linear body 1 moves away from light receiver 9 and
therefore the quantity of light received by light receiver 9
increases. Therefore, height h of the peak of bending of
linear body 1, that is, the degree of bending of linear body
1, can be detected by using the quantity of light received
by light receiver 9 with respect to the quantity of light
emitted by light source 8.
[0035] A specific operation of the measurement device
will now be shown. Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram showing
an overall configuration of the measurement device. In

Fig. 5, measurement device 201 includes an illumination
control circuit 10 causing light source 8 to emit light and
an amplifier circuit 11 amplifying an output from light re-
ceiver 9, in addition to measurement device main body
2. Moreover, measurement device 201 also includes a
conversion circuit 12 converting the degree of bending
of linear body 1 detected based on the quantity of light
received by light receiver 9 with respect to the quantity
of light emitted by light source 8 into compressive force
in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear body
1. In measurement device main body 2, an optical path
from light source 8 to light receiver 9 is formed of a ma-
terial through which light used for detection is transmitted.
[0036] Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing a method of meas-
uring compressive force applied to linear body 1. A meth-
od of measuring compressive force applied to linear body
1 as a result of contact of the tip end of linear body 1 with
the inner wall of the vessel when linear body 1 is inserted
in the vessel and operated from the outside of the vessel
will be described with reference to Fig. 6. Initially, in the
step (S10), the tip end of linear body 1 inserted in the
vessel and operated from the outside of the vessel comes
in contact with the inner wall of the vessel. Then, in the
step (S20), when force is applied in the direction of lon-
gitudinal axis from the outside of the vessel in order to
insert linear body 1 further, the operation of linear body
1 is restricted because the tip end of linear body 1 comes
in contact with the inner wall of the vessel. Accordingly,
compressive force is applied in the direction of longitu-
dinal axis of linear body 1. Then, in the step (S30), linear
body 1 bends, as a result of application of compressive
force, toward the wall side along which linear body 1 does
not extend in space 6 within through hole 3. Then, in the
step (S40), the degree of bending of linear body 1 is de-
tected with sensor 7, based on the quantity of light re-
ceived by light receiver 9 with respect to the quantity of
light emitted by light source 8. Then, in step (S50), the
degree of bending of linear body 1 is converted into com-
pressive force applied to linear body 1, based on prede-
termined correlation between the degree of bending of
linear body 1 and compressive force applied to linear
body 1. Then, in the step (S60), compressive force ob-
tained by converting the degree of bending of linear body
1 is output.
[0037] Fig. 7 shows an example of determination of
correlation between the degree of bending of linear body
1 and compressive force applied to linear body 1 used
in the step (S50). Namely, it is a graph showing an ex-
ample of measurement of an output from a phototransis-
tor with respect to compressive force in the direction of
longitudinal axis applied to a guide wire when the guide
wire is employed as linear body 1 and the phototransistor
is employed as light receiver 9. In Fig. 7, the abscissa
represents compressive force in the direction of longitu-
dinal axis applied to the guide wire. In addition, the ordi-
nate represents a voltage output obtained by converting,
with the use of the phototransistor, the quantity of light
received by the phototransistor in correspondence with
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compressive force applied to the guide wire. When com-
pressive force is not applied to linear body 1, linear body
1 bends along one wall of through hole 3. Here, as linear
body 1 casts shadow over a light-receiving surface of
light receiver 9, the quantity of light emitted by light source
8 that can be received by light receiver 9 is not large.
Accordingly, the output of the phototransistor is small,
which shows that height h of the peak of bending of linear
body 1 is close to 0, that is, the compressive force is not
applied to linear body 1.
[0038] When the degree of bending becomes greater
as a result of application of compressive force to linear
body 1, height h of the peak of bending becomes greater.
Here, the image of linear body 1 that cuts off light over
the light-receiving surface of light receiver 9 becomes
smaller. Namely, the quantity of light that goes around
linear body 1 and reaches the light-receiving surface of
light receiver 9 increases. Then, the quantity of light re-
ceived from light source 8 by light receiver 9 increases.
Therefore, the output of the phototransistor increases,
which shows that height h of the peak of bending of linear
body 1 is great, that is, the compressive force is applied
to linear body 1.
[0039] The correlation between compressive force ap-
plied to the guide wire and the output of the phototran-
sistor shown in Fig. 7 is determined in advance and stored
in conversion circuit 12. Then, the output from the pho-
totransistor is amplified by amplifier circuit 11, which is
in turn converted to compressive force by using the afore-
mentioned correlation stored in conversion circuit 12.
Compressive force in the direction of longitudinal axis
applied to linear body 1 can thus be measured.
[0040] Thus, the degree of bending of linear body 1
when compressive force in the direction of longitudinal
axis is applied to linear body 1 as a result of contact of
the tip end of linear body 1 with an obstacle such as the
inner wall of the vessel in which linear body 1 is inserted
can be detected with sensor 7. Then, conversion circuit
12 converts the detected degree of bending of linear body
1 into compressive force in the direction of longitudinal
axis applied to linear body 1. Accordingly, as the com-
pressive force applied to linear body 1 increases, pres-
ence of the obstacle in the direction of travel of linear
body 1 can be sensed. Here, sensor 7 is provided in a
position where linear body 1 is operated, located outside
the vessel in which linear body 1 is inserted, so as to
measure compressive force in the direction of longitudi-
nal axis applied to linear body 1. Therefore, compressive
force can quantitatively be measured also in regard to
very thin linear body 1 in which it is difficult to provide a
pressure sensor at the tip end.
[0041] If a shape or a material (that is, Young’s mod-
ulus) of linear body 1 is different, the degree of bending
of linear body 1 is different even when the same com-
pressive force is applied. Therefore, if a plurality of linear
bodies 1 different in shape or material are used, corre-
lation between the degree of bending of linear body 1 to
be used and compressive force in the direction of longi-

tudinal axis applied to linear body 1 is determined in ad-
vance and stored in conversion circuit 12. The measure-
ment device also includes a selector 13 shown in Fig. 5,
which selects which correlation is to be used, in accord-
ance with linear body 1 that is used. Thus, as the same
measurement device is applicable to linear bodies 1 of
various shapes or materials, linear bodies 1 that have
been used for various different applications so far can be
used without modification, and cost effectiveness is
achieved.
[0042] Incorporation for use in other medical equip-
ment, of the measurement device measuring compres-
sive force in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to
the linear body representing a linear medical appliance
to be inserted in a vessel in a body is shown as an ex-
ample of practical use of the measurement device ac-
cording to the present invention. Fig. 8 is a schematic
diagram showing an example where measurement de-
vice main body 2 is incorporated for use in a Y-connector
14. In Fig. 8, Y-connector 14 includes an input port 15,
another input port 16, and an output port 17. Measure-
ment device 2 is incorporated in a passage communicat-
ing between input port 15 and output port 17 within Y-
connector 14. Linear body 1 is a linear medical appliance
such as a guide wire or a catheter inserted in a vessel in
a body such as a blood vessel and a ureter, or a wire
having an embolus coil attached at a tip end for embol-
izing an aneurysm, and it is guided to a destination in the
body through an operation from the input port 15 side.
[0043] By thus measuring increase in compressive
force in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to the
linear medical appliance inserted in the vessel in the
body, load applied to the vessel in the body by the medical
appliance can be measured as reaction force against
compressive force. Namely, contact of the tip end of the
medical appliance with the inner wall of the vessel can
be sensed. Therefore, application of excessive load onto
the vessel in the body can be prevented. In addition, as
the measurement device according to the present inven-
tion is incorporated in Y-connector 14, the linear medical
appliance is operated through input port 15 of Y-connec-
tor 14 while a medicine can be injected through another
input port 16. For example, physiological saline for re-
ducing friction between the catheter and the guide wire
can be injected through another input port 16. In addition,
for example, after the catheter inserted in the blood ves-
sel is guided from the outside of a human body to the
destination, a contrast medium can be injected through
another input port 16 so that the contrast medium can
reach the destination in the body.
[0044] A method of outputting compressive force ob-
tained by the measurement device according to the
present invention will now be described. There are some
methods, and a representative method includes a visu-
alizing instrument displaying compressive force obtained
by converting the output detected by sensor 7 in a nu-
meric value, on a meter, or in a graph, and an auralizing
instrument converting variation in the output of the sensor
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into voice and sound. The measurement device may in-
clude any one of the visualizing instrument and the au-
ralizing instrument, or may include both of them.
[0045] Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram showing an ex-
ample of the output method in the measurement device.
Fig. 9 illustrates a visualizing instrument 18 displaying a
numeric value obtained by converting a voltage output
of sensor 7 into compressive force applied to linear body
1 and a visualizing instrument 19 displaying compressive
force in a graph together with time history. In addition,
Fig. 9 illustrates an auralizing instrument 20 varying a
sound effect, that is, sounding an alarm from a speaker
21 when the voltage output of the sensor is equal to or
greater than a prescribed threshold value determined in
advance, that is, when compressive force applied to lin-
ear body 1 is equal to or greater than a prescribed thresh-
old value. The fact that compressive force applied to lin-
ear body 1 is equal to or greater than the prescribed
threshold value can be indicated also by varying a visual
effect such as illumination of an indicator. Alternatively,
the speaker and the indicator may together be used. Fur-
ther, a plurality of threshold values are determined in ad-
vance, and the sound from the speaker or a color of the
indicator may be changed when each threshold value is
reached. As sudden change in the visual effect or the
sound effect on reaching the threshold value can reliably
draw the attention of the operator, it is effective. For ex-
ample, on reaching the threshold value, the color of light
emission from the indicator may be changed or the sound
of the alarm (discontinuous sound and continuous sound,
low pitch sound and high pitch sound, and the like) may
be changed. In Fig. 9, though measurement device main
body 2 is connected to visualizing instrument 18, visual-
izing instrument 19, and auralizing instrument 20 through
a cable, other signal transfer means such as wireless
communication through infrared or other electromagnetic
waves may also be employed.
[0046] Thus, kinesthetic sense information of insertion
resistance of linear body 1 externally held with fingers of
the operator can be quantified and displayed. In addition,
the kinesthetic sense information can be recorded as da-
ta, for example as a matter printed on paper in a graph
or a numeric value or as electronic data in a hard disk or
a memory. Therefore, manipulation of the skilled operator
can quantitatively be transferred to the less experienced
operator. Moreover, the operator can reliably recognize
the time when compressive force applied to linear body
1 is equal to or greater than the threshold value deter-
mined in advance through the alarm or illumination of the
indicator. Therefore, application of excessive load onto
the vessel can be prevented.
[0047] An example where the measurement device ac-
cording to the present invention is used in actual medical
practice such as treatment or examination will now be
described. Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram showing an
example where the measurement device is used with a
linear medical appliance to be inserted in a vessel in a
human body. In Fig. 10, a catheter 23 is connected to

measurement device main body 2, and guide wire 22
passing through through hole 3 in measurement device
main body 2 is located in catheter 23. In addition, catheter
23 is inserted in the vessel in a human body 25. If there
is insertion resistance against the vessel in human body
25 when an operator 24 holding guide wire 22 applies
force in the direction of longitudinal axis to guide wire 22
in order to advance guide wire 22 into the body, com-
pressive force is applied to guide wire 22 in the direction
of longitudinal axis. This compressive force is displayed
by visualizing instrument 18.
[0048] Fig. 11 is a schematic diagram showing an ex-
ample where the measurement device is attached to a
training simulator simulating a human body for use. In
Fig. 11, a simulator 26 displays a simulated perspective
image 27 equivalent to a perspective image of a vessel
in a human body in which a linear medical appliance is
inserted. Operator 24 in training operates guide wire 22
while viewing simulated perspective image 27. Simulator
26 varies the insertion resistance of inserted guide wire
22. Resistance during operation, i.e., compressive force
applied to guide wire 22 that is measured by the meas-
urement device, is displayed on visualizing instrument
18 and also transmitted to simulator 26 through a cable
28, thus contributing to change in the insertion resistance
of guide wire 22 in simulator 26. Though measurement
device main body 2 is separate from simulator 26 in Fig.
11, measurement device main body 2 may integrally be
incorporated in simulator 26. Alternatively, instead of in-
cluding visualizing instrument 18, compressive force ap-
plied to guide wire 22 may be displayed in simulated per-
spective image 27 of simulator 26.
[0049] Thus, manipulation of the skilled operator can
be quantified and manipulation can quantitatively be
transferred to the less experienced operator. Therefore,
manipulation of the less experienced operator can quick-
ly be improved.

(Embodiment 2)

[0050] Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram showing an over-
all configuration of a measurement device according to
Embodiment 2 representing one embodiment of the
present invention. Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional schematic
diagram showing an internal structure of a main body of
the measurement device shown in Fig. 12. The meas-
urement device in Embodiment 2 is basically configured
in a manner similar to the measurement device in Em-
bodiment 1 described above. Embodiment 2, however,
is different from Embodiment 1 in that the sensor is con-
figured as shown in Fig. 12.
[0051] Specifically, in Fig. 12, a measurement device
202 includes an optical sensor 32 instead of sensor 7.
Optical sensor 32 includes a light source 29 emitting light
and a light receiver 30 receiving light emitted by light
source 29. Light receiver 30 is a line sensor representing
a one-dimensional optical array sensor, that has a plu-
rality of light-receiving elements receiving light arranged
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in line. In Fig. 13, light receiver 30 is arranged in a direc-
tion of height of the peak of bending, that is formed by
bending of linear body 1 when compressive force in the
direction of longitudinal axis is applied to linear body 1,
in space 6 within measurement device main body 2.
Namely, not-shown light source 29 and light receiver 30
are arranged to be opposed to each other with linear
body 1 lying therebetween, across space 6 formed be-
tween two restraint portions 5, and arranged along a di-
rection intersecting the direction of longitudinal axis of
linear body 1 and in a direction the same as a direction
of bending of linear body 1 when compressive force in
the direction of longitudinal axis is applied to linear body
1.
[0052] An operation of the measurement device in Em-
bodiment 2 will now be described. The measurement de-
vice in Embodiment 2 operates basically in a manner the
same as the measurement device in Embodiment 1 de-
scribed above. In the measurement device in Embodi-
ment 2, however, when light receiver 30 receives light
emitted by light source 29, linear body 1 is located over
a certain light-receiving element in the line sensor serving
as light receiver 30 and it cuts off light emitted by light
source 29, and therefore the quantity of light received by
the light-receiving element decreases. By detecting a po-
sition of that light-receiving element, a position of linear
body 1 can be detected and the degree of bending of
linear body 1 can be detected. Namely, a compressive
force output device 31 shown in Fig. 12 can detect the
degree of bending of linear body 1 based on an output
of each light-receiving element of light receiver 30. Then,
the degree of bending of linear body 1 can be converted
into compressive force applied to linear body 1 for output,
based on predetermined correlation between the degree
of bending of linear body 1 and compressive force applied
to linear body 1. In order to appropriately form an image
of linear body 1 over light receiver 30, an optical element
such as a lens, a slit, or a filter cutting off outside light
may be provided in the present optical system.

(Embodiment 3)

[0053] Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional schematic diagram
showing an internal structure of a main body of a meas-
urement device according to Embodiment 3 representing
one embodiment of the present invention. A measure-
ment device 203 in Embodiment 3 is basically configured
in a manner similar to the measurement device in Em-
bodiment 2 described above. Embodiment 3, however,
is different from Embodiment 2 in that light receiver 30
is arranged as shown in Fig. 14. Specifically, in Fig. 14,
the line sensor serving as light receiver 30 is arranged
on an extension of one restraint portion 5 in space 6 of
through hole 3 curving between two restraint portions 5.
Namely, not-shown light source 29 and light receiver 30
are arranged to be opposed to each other with linear
body 1 lying therebetween, across space 6 formed be-
tween two restraint portions 5, and arranged along a di-

rection in which through hole 3 extends in one restraint
portion 5.
[0054] An operation of the measurement device in Em-
bodiment 3 will now be described. The measurement de-
vice in Embodiment 3 operates basically in a manner the
same as the measurement device in Embodiment 2 de-
scribed above. In the measurement device in Embodi-
ment 3, however, when light receiver 30 receives light
emitted by light source 29, linear body 1 is located over
a certain light-receiving element in the line sensor serving
as light receiver 30 and it cuts off light emitted by light
source 29, and therefore the quantity of light received by
the light-receiving element decreases. By detecting a po-
sition of that light-receiving element, a position X of an
intersection of the line sensor serving as light receiver
30 and linear body 1 can be detected. The degree of
bending of linear body 1 can be detected based on the
position of this intersection, and compressive force ap-
plied to linear body 1 can be measured based on prede-
termined correlation between the degree of bending of
linear body 1 and compressive force applied to linear
body 1.
[0055] In the description above, in connection with the
optical sensor, a detection method in which the light re-
ceiver arranged at a position opposed to the light source
receives transmitted light is described, however, the light
source and the light receiver may be arranged side by
side and a reflector such as a mirror reflecting light emit-
ted by the light source may be provided at a position
opposed to the light source. Here, the light receiver re-
ceives light reflected by the reflector, out of light emitted
by the light source, so that the degree of bending of the
linear body can similarly be detected. Alternatively, in-
stead of the one-dimensional array sensor such as the
line sensor, a two-dimensional array sensor, for example,
implemented by arranging a plurality of light-receiving
elements on a plane in matrix may be used to detect the
degree of bending of the linear body. Further, as the de-
gree of bending of the linear body should only be detect-
ed, for example, a non-contact distance sensor detecting
height h of the peak of bending, a position sensor detect-
ing a position of the linear body, or the like may also be
employed.

(Embodiment 4)

[0056] Fig. 15 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 4 representing one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0057] Referring to Fig. 15, a measurement device
204A includes measurement device main body 2, a dis-
placement sensor 41, and conversion circuit 12.
[0058] When compressive force P is applied to linear
body 1, linear body 1 is bent and height h of the peak of
bending increases. Displacement sensor 41 is arranged
in a direction of bending of linear body 1.
[0059] Displacement sensor 41 detects a distance L
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between displacement sensor 41 and a bending portion
of linear body 1. Detection of distance L is equivalent to
measurement of the height of the bending portion, that
is, height h of the peak of bending. Conversion circuit 12
stores the result of determination in advance of correla-
tion between compressive force P in the direction of lon-
gitudinal axis applied to linear body 1 and distance L, that
is, the degree of bending of linear body 1. Conversion
circuit 12 converts detected distance L to compressive
force P using the stored correlation. Compressive force
P in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear
body 1 can thus be measured.
[0060] The measurement device according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention can appropriately
adapt to an environment of use, specifications and the
like, by including various sensors described below as dis-
placement sensor 41.
[0061] Fig. 16 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of the measurement device including a capac-
itance sensor as the displacement sensor, according to
Embodiment 4 representing one embodiment of the
present invention.
[0062] Referring to Fig. 16, a measurement device
204B includes measurement device main body 2, a ca-
pacitance sensor 42, and conversion circuit 12. Capac-
itance sensor 42 includes a detection electrode 43, a
guard electrode 44, and a capacitance detection circuit
45.
[0063] Capacitance detection circuit 45 detects dis-
placement in a distance between detection electrode 43
and linear body 1 as variation in the capacitance. Namely,
the capacitance generated between detection electrode
43 and linear body 1 varies in accordance with distance
L between detection electrode 43 and linear body 1. Ca-
pacitance detection circuit 45 detects the capacitance
between detection electrode 43 and linear body 1 and
detects the degree of bending of linear body 1 based on
the detected capacitance. Guard electrode 44 is provided
in order to protect electric field between detection elec-
trode 43 and linear body 1.
[0064] Conversion circuit 12 stores the result of deter-
mination in advance of correlation between compressive
force P in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear
body 1 and the capacitance. Then, conversion circuit 12
converts the capacitance detected by capacitance de-
tection circuit 45 to an electric signal indicating compres-
sive force P for output.
[0065] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high resolution or high
frequency response is required can be achieved. In ad-
dition, unlike the optical sensor, compressive force P can
accurately be measured even though linear body 1 is
transparent.

(Embodiment 5)

[0066] Fig. 17 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-

iment 5 representing one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0067] Referring to Fig. 17, a measurement device 205
includes measurement device main body 2, an optical
sensor 51, and conversion circuit 12. Optical sensor 51
includes a semiconductor laser (light source) 52, a half
mirror 53, a collimating lens 54, an objective lens 55, a
tuning fork (moving portion) 56, a tuning fork position
detection unit (objective lens position detection unit) 57,
a pinhole 58, a light-receiving element (light receiver) 59,
and an operation unit 60.
[0068] Semiconductor laser 52 outputs a laser beam.
The laser beam output from semiconductor laser 52
passes through half mirror 53 and is directed to collimat-
ing lens 54. Collimating lens 54 converts the incident la-
ser beam into parallel light, which is in turn directed to
objective lens 55. Objective lens 55 refracts the emitted
parallel light, which is in turn directed to linear body 1.
[0069] When the laser beam directed from objective
lens 55 is focused on a surface of linear body 1, a part
of the laser beam reflected by linear body 1 passes
through objective lens 55 and collimating lens 54 to reach
half mirror 53. Here, out of the laser beam reflected by
linear body 1, the light reflected at the surface of the linear
body substantially perpendicular to an optical axis A ex-
tending mainly in a direction of the parallel light from col-
limating lens 54 is directed to objective lens 55. Half mir-
ror 53 refracts the incident laser beam to the light-receiv-
ing element 59 side, which is in turn directed to light-
receiving element 59 through pinhole 58.
[0070] When the laser beam directed from objective
lens 55 is not focused on the surface of linear body 1,
light reflected by linear body 1 toward objective lens 55
is less. In addition, as pinhole 58 exists, there is almost
no laser beam that reaches light-receiving element 59
from linear body 1.
[0071] Objective lens 55 is coupled to tuning fork 56
and vibrates in the direction of optical axis A in accord-
ance with vibration of tuning fork 56. When objective lens
55 moves in the direction of optical axis A, the position
of focus of the laser beam from objective lens 55 moves
in the direction of optical axis A.
[0072] Light-receiving element 59 converts the laser
beam that has passed through pinhole 58 into an electric
signal. Here, light-receiving element 59 generates an
electric signal having a level in accordance with a quantity
of received light.
[0073] Tuning fork position detection unit 57 detects a
position of tuning fork 56, that is, a position of objective
lens 55, and outputs an objective lens position signal
indicating the result of detection.
[0074] When the laser beam directed from objective
lens 55 is focused on the surface of linear body 1, the
quantity of light received by light-receiving element 59 is
maximized. Therefore, operation unit 60 detects a posi-
tion of a reflection surface of linear body 1, that is, the
degree of bending of linear body 1, based on the position
of objective lens 55 indicated by the objective lens posi-

17 18 



EP 2 000 789 A2

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tion signal when the quantity of light received by light-
receiving element 59 is maximized.
[0075] Conversion circuit 12 stores the result of deter-
mination in advance of correlation between compressive
force P in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear
body 1 and the objective lens position signal. Then, con-
version circuit 12 converts the degree of bending of linear
body 1 detected by operation unit 60 to an electric signal
indicating compressive force P for output.
[0076] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high resolution is re-
quired can be achieved.

(Embodiment 6)

[0077] Fig. 18 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 6 representing one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0078] Referring to Fig. 18, a measurement device 206
includes measurement device main body 2, an optical
sensor 61, and conversion circuit 12. Optical sensor 61
includes a semiconductor laser (light source) 62, a light-
transmissive lens 63, a light-receiving lens 64, and an
image processing unit 65.
[0079] Semiconductor laser 62 outputs a laser beam.
Light-transmissive lens 63 directs the laser beam output
from semiconductor laser 62 to linear body 1. Light-re-
ceiving lens 64 directs the laser beam reflected by linear
body 1 to image processing unit 65.
[0080] Image processing unit 65 picks up an image of
linear body 1 based on the laser beam directed from light-
receiving lens 64. Here, when linear body 1 moves from
a position X1 to a position X2, the image picked up by
image processing unit 65 moves, because an angle of
reflection of the reflected light when viewed from light-
receiving lens 64 is different. Therefore, image process-
ing unit 65 can detect the degree of bending of linear
body 1 based on the image of linear body 1. For example,
image processing unit 65 detects a position of center of
gravity of the image of linear body 1 and detects the de-
gree of bending of linear body 1. In addition, if image
processing unit 65 is implemented by a line sensor, it
detects the degree of bending of linear body 1 based on
variation in a position of the image of linear body 1.
[0081] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by image processing
unit 65 into an electric signal indicating compressive force
P for output.
[0082] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high resolution or high
frequency response is required can be achieved.

(Embodiment 7)

[0083] Fig. 19 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 7 representing one embodiment of the present in-

vention.
[0084] Referring to Fig. 19, a measurement device 207
includes measurement device main body 2, an ultrasonic
sensor 71, and conversion circuit 12. Ultrasonic sensor
71 includes a time difference detection unit 72 and a pi-
ezoelectric element 73.
[0085] Piezoelectric element 73 outputs pulse-like ul-
trasound to linear body 1 based on an alternating-current
voltage supplied from a not-shown power supply circuit
or time difference detection unit 72. In addition, piezoe-
lectric element 73 receives ultrasound reflected by linear
body 1. Piezoelectric element 73 may include a piezoe-
lectric element for transmitting ultrasound and a piezoe-
lectric element for receiving ultrasound, or it may be im-
plemented by a piezoelectric element for transmitting and
receiving ultrasound.
[0086] Time difference detection unit 72 detects a time
period from output of the pulse-like ultrasound by piezo-
electric element 73 to linear body 1 until reception of the
pulse-like ultrasound reflected by linear body 1 and de-
tects distance L between piezoelectric element 73 and
the bending portion of linear body 1, that is, the degree
of bending of linear body 1, based on the detected time
period.
[0087] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by time difference de-
tection unit 72 to an electric signal indicating compressive
force P for output.
[0088] According to such a configuration, unlike the
optical sensor, compressive force P can accurately be
measured even though linear body 1 is transparent.

(Embodiment 8)

[0089] Fig. 20 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 8 representing one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0090] Referring to Fig. 20, a measurement device 208
includes measurement device main body 2, an eddy cur-
rent sensor 81, and conversion circuit 12. Eddy current
sensor 81 includes a detection coil 82, a voltage supply
circuit 83, and a waveform detection circuit 84. In the
present embodiment, linear body 1 is a conductor.
[0091] A high-frequency current flows through detec-
tion coil 82 based on a high-frequency voltage supplied
from voltage supply circuit 83. Then, high-frequency
magnetic field is generated by detection coil 82. Here,
since linear body 1 is a conductor, as linear body 1 and
detection coil 82 are closer to each other, an eddy current
flows over the surface of linear body 1 as a result of elec-
tromagnetic induction, and inductance of detection coil
82 is varied. The eddy current generated over the surface
of linear body 1 generates magnetic flux in a direction
preventing the flow of magnetic flux generated from de-
tection coil 82.
[0092] When the inductance of detection coil 82 varies,
a waveform of the current that flows through detection
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coil 82 varies. More specifically, an amplitude of the
waveform of the current that flows through detection coil
82 and a phase difference between a waveform of the
voltage supplied to detection coil 82 and the waveform
of the current that flows through detection coil 82 vary.
[0093] Waveform detection circuit 84 detects the am-
plitude of the waveform of the current that flows through
detection coil 82 or the phase difference between the
waveform of the voltage supplied to detection coil 82 and
the waveform of the current that flows through detection
coil 82, and detects the degree of bending of linear body
1 based on the result of detection.
[0094] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by waveform detection
circuit 84 to an electric signal indicating compressive
force P for output.
[0095] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high resolution or high
frequency response is required can be achieved. In ad-
dition, unlike the optical sensor, compressive force P can
accurately be measured even though the measurement
device is used in an adverse environment such as in the
water and in the oil.

(Embodiment 9)

[0096] Fig. 21 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 9 representing one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0097] Referring to Fig. 21, a measurement device 209
includes measurement device main body 2, a magnetic
sensor 91, and conversion circuit 12. Magnetic sensor
91 includes a detection coil 92, a voltage supply circuit
93, and a waveform detection circuit 94. In the present
embodiment, linear body 1 is a magnetic element.
[0098] A low-frequency current flows through detec-
tion coil 92 based on a low-frequency voltage supplied
from voltage supply circuit 93. Then, low-frequency mag-
netic field is generated by detection coil 92. Here, as lin-
ear body 1 is a magnetic element, magnetic reluctance
of detection coil 92 varies in accordance with a distance
between linear body 1 and detection coil 92, that is, the
degree of bending of linear body 1.
[0099] When the magnetic reluctance of detection coil
92 varies, a waveform of the current that flows through
detection coil 92 varies. More specifically, an amplitude
of the waveform of the current that flows through detec-
tion coil 92 and a phase difference between a waveform
of the voltage supplied to detection coil 92 and the wave-
form of the current that flows through detection coil 92
vary. For example, as linear body 1 and detection coil 92
are closer to each other, magnetic flux passes more eas-
ily and magnetic reluctance of detection coil 92 becomes
smaller. Then, as the inductance of detection coil 92 be-
comes greater, the amplitude of the waveform of the cur-
rent that flows through detection coil 92 becomes smaller
and the phase difference between the waveform of the

voltage supplied to detection coil 92 and the waveform
of the current that flows through detection coil 92 is great-
er.
[0100] Waveform detection circuit 94 detects the am-
plitude of the waveform of the current that flows through
detection coil 92 or the phase difference between the
waveform of the voltage supplied to detection coil 92 and
the waveform of the current that flows through detection
coil 92, and detects the degree of bending of linear body
1 based on the result of detection.
[0101] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by waveform detection
circuit 94 to an electric signal indicating compressive
force P for output.
[0102] According to such a configuration, unlike the
optical sensor, compressive force P can accurately be
measured even though the measurement device is used
in an adverse environment such as in the water and in
the oil.

(Embodiment 10)

[0103] Fig. 22 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 10 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0104] Referring to Fig. 22, a measurement device 210
includes measurement device main body 2, a magnetic
sensor 101, and conversion circuit 12. Magnetic sensor
101 includes a Hall sensor (magnetic detection unit) 102,
an amplifier circuit 103, and a permanent magnet 104.
In the present embodiment, linear body 1 is a magnetic
element. It is noted that other magnetic sensors such as
an MR sensor may be employed instead of the Hall sen-
sor. In addition, an electromagnet may be employed in-
stead of permanent magnet 104.
[0105] Hall sensor 102 detects magnetic flux generat-
ed by permanent magnet 104. Magnetic flux from per-
manent magnet 104 varies in accordance with the degree
of bending of linear body 1. Therefore, Hall sensor 102
detects the degree of bending of linear body 1 based on
the detected magnetic flux from permanent magnet 104.
Amplifier circuit 103 amplifies a signal indicating the re-
sult of detection by Hall sensor 102 and outputs the re-
sultant signal to conversion circuit 12.
[0106] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by Hall sensor 102 to
an electric signal indicating compressive force P for out-
put.
[0107] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high frequency re-
sponse is required can be achieved. In addition, unlike
the optical sensor, compressive force P can accurately
be measured even though the measurement device is
used in an adverse environment such as in the water and
in the oil.
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(Embodiment 11)

[0108] Fig. 23 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 11 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0109] Referring to Fig. 23, a measurement device 211
includes measurement device main body 2, a contact
sensor 111, and conversion circuit 12. Contact sensor
111 includes a pulley 112, a stopper 113, a spring 114,
and a movable portion position detection unit 115. Pulley
112 and stopper 113 form a movable portion.
[0110] Spring 114 couples the movable portion to lin-
ear body 1 by constantly pressing pulley 112 against lin-
ear body 1 with stopper 113 being interposed. When lin-
ear body 1 moves, pulley 112 turns. Therefore, friction
between the movable portion and linear body 1 can be
prevented. It is noted that a low-friction material coated
with Teflon (registered trademark) may be employed in-
stead of the pulley.
[0111] Movable portion position detection unit 115 de-
tects a position of the movable portion and detects the
degree of bending of linear body 1 based on the result
of detection.
[0112] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by movable portion
position detection unit 115 to an electric signal indicating
compressive force P for output.
[0113] Fig. 24 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of the contact sensor.
[0114] Referring to Fig. 24, contact sensor 111 in-
cludes pulley 112, stopper 113, spring 114, and movable
portion position detection unit 115. Movable portion po-
sition detection unit 115 includes an encoder 116 and an
optical sensor 117.
[0115] Encoder 116 is configured such that a plurality
of substances made of glass or the like different in re-
flectance are arranged in a direction of movement of the
movable portion. Optical sensor 117 detects the position
of the movable portion based on light emitted to the mov-
able portion and reflected by encoder 16, and detects
the degree of bending of linear body 1 based on the result
of detection. For example, in an example where a sub-
stance reflecting light toward optical sensor 117 and a
substance not reflecting the light are alternately arranged
in encoder 116 in the direction of movement of the mov-
able portion, two optical sensors 117 are arranged in the
direction of movement of the movable portion at intervals
of π/4, assuming a distance between the substances in
encoder 116 in the direction of movement of the movable
portion as one cycle. According to such a configuration,
the direction of movement of the movable portion can be
detected.
[0116] It is noted that movable portion position detec-
tion unit 115 may be of a magnetic type. Here, encoder
116 is configured such that a substance having magnetic
pole N and a substance having magnetic pole S are al-
ternately arranged in the direction of movement of the

movable portion. A magnetic sensor 117 arranged in-
stead of optical sensor 117 detects the position of the
movable portion based on the magnetic pole of encoder
116 at a prescribed position. Alternatively, movable por-
tion position detection unit 115 may be of a differential
transformer type.
[0117] Fig. 25 is a schematic diagram showing another
exemplary configuration of the contact sensor.
[0118] Referring to Fig. 25, contact sensor 111 in-
cludes pulley 112, stopper 113, spring 114, and movable
portion position detection unit 115. Movable portion po-
sition detection unit 115 includes a resistor 118, a con-
ductor 119, and a resistance value detection unit 120.
[0119] Conductor 119 is attached to stopper 113 and
moves together with the movable portion.
[0120] Resistance value detection unit 120 detects a
resistance value of resistor 118, detects the position of
the movable portion based on the result of detection, and
detects the degree of bending of linear body 1 based on
the result of detection.
[0121] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high resolution or high
frequency response is required can be achieved. In ad-
dition, unlike the optical sensor, compressive force P can
accurately be measured even though linear body 1 is
transparent. Moreover, unlike the optical sensor, com-
pressive force P can accurately be measured even
though the measurement device is used in an adverse
environment such as in the water and in the oil.

(Embodiment 12)

[0122] Fig. 26 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 12 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0123] Referring to Fig. 26, a measurement device 212
includes measurement device main body 2, a contact
sensor 121, and conversion circuit 12. Contact sensor
121 includes a ring 122, a connection portion 123, and
a movable portion position detection unit 124. Ring 122
and connection portion 123 form the movable portion.
[0124] Linear body 1 passes through ring 122. Ring
122, that is, the movable portion, moves together with
bending of linear body 1.
[0125] Movable portion position detection unit 124 de-
tects a position of the movable portion and detects the
degree of bending of linear body 1 based on the result
of detection.
[0126] Conversion circuit 12 converts the degree of
bending of linear body 1 detected by movable portion
position detection unit 124 to an electric signal indicating
compressive force P for output.
[0127] Movable portion position detection unit 124 may
be any of an optical type, a magnetic type, a resistance
type, and a differential transformer type, and movable
portion position detection unit 124 adapted to these types
is configured similarly to that in Embodiment 11, and
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therefore, detailed description will not be repeated here.
[0128] According to such a configuration, adaptation
to a measurement device in which high frequency re-
sponse is required can be achieved. In addition, unlike
the optical sensor, compressive force P can accurately
be measured even though linear body 1 is transparent.
Moreover, unlike the optical sensor, compressive force
P can accurately be measured even though the meas-
urement device is used in an adverse environment such
as in the water and in the oil.

(Embodiment 13)

[0129] Fig. 27 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 13 representing one embodiment of the present
invention. Fig. 28 is a cross-sectional view showing a
cross-section along the line XXVIII-XXVIII in Fig. 27.
[0130] Referring to Figs. 27 and 28, a measurement
device 213 includes measurement device main body 2,
a displacement sensor 131, and conversion circuit 12.
Displacement sensor 131 includes a measurement unit
132 and a detection circuit 133. Displacement sensor
131 corresponds to capacitance sensor 42 shown in Fig.
16, eddy current sensor 81 shown in Fig. 20, or magnetic
sensor 91 shown in Fig. 21. More specifically, measure-
ment unit 132 corresponds to detection electrode 43, de-
tection coil 82, or detection coil 92. Detection circuit 133
corresponds to capacitance detection circuit 45, wave-
form detection circuit 84, or waveform detection circuit
94.
[0131] In the measurement devices according to Em-
bodiments 1 to 12, the displacement sensor is arranged
in the direction of bending of linear body 1. In the present
embodiment, however, displacement sensor 131 is ar-
ranged in a direction substantially perpendicular to the
direction of bending of linear body 1.
[0132] According to such a configuration as well, dis-
placement sensor 131 can detect the degree of bending
of linear body 1.

(Embodiment 14)

[0133] Fig. 29 is a cross-sectional view showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 14 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0134] Referring to Fig. 29, a measurement device 214
includes measurement device main body 2, a displace-
ment sensor 141, and conversion circuit 12. Displace-
ment sensor 141 includes a measurement unit 142 and
a detection circuit 143.
[0135] Measurement unit 142 is implemented by ar-
ranging a plurality of measurement units 132 shown in
Fig. 28 in an array.
[0136] Detection circuit 143 performs a prescribed op-
eration on the result of measurement by the plurality of
measurement units 142 and detects the degree of bend-

ing of linear body 1.
[0137] As the configuration and the operation are oth-
erwise the same as those of the measurement device
according to Embodiment 13, detailed description will not
be repeated here.
[0138] According to such a configuration, compressive
force P can more accurately be measured.

(Embodiment 15)

[0139] Fig. 30 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 15 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0140] Referring to Fig. 30, a measurement device 215
includes measurement device main body 2, a displace-
ment sensor 151, and conversion circuit 12.
[0141] In the present embodiment, displacement sen-
sor 151 is arranged in a direction opposite to the direction
of bending of linear body 1. Displacement sensor 151
detects a distance D between displacement sensor 151
and the bending portion of linear body 1. Detection of
distance D is equivalent to measurement of height h of
the bending portion.
[0142] Conversion circuit 12 stores the result of deter-
mination in advance of correlation between compressive
force P in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear
body 1 and distance D, that is, the degree of bending of
linear body 1. Conversion circuit 12 converts detected
distance L into compressive force P by using the stored
correlation.

(Embodiment 16)

[0143] Fig. 31 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 16 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0144] Referring to Fig. 31, a measurement device 216
includes measurement device main body 2, displace-
ment sensor 41, displacement sensor 151, and a con-
version circuit 161.
[0145] Displacement sensor 41 is arranged in the di-
rection of bending of linear body 1. Displacement sensor
41 detects distance L between displacement sensor 41
and the bending portion.
[0146] Displacement sensor 151 is arranged in the di-
rection opposite to the direction of bending of linear body
1. Displacement sensor 151 detects distance D between
displacement sensor 151 and the bending portion.
[0147] Conversion circuit 161 stores the result of de-
termination in advance of correlation of compressive
force P in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear
body 1 with distance L and distance D. Conversion circuit
161 converts detected distances L and D into compres-
sive force P by using the stored correlation.
[0148] According to such a configuration, compressive
force P can more accurately be measured.
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(Embodiment 17)

[0149] Fig. 32 is a schematic diagram showing a con-
figuration of a measurement device according to Embod-
iment 17 representing one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0150] Referring to Fig. 32, a measurement device 217
includes measurement device main body 2, displace-
ment sensors 152 and 153, and a conversion circuit 162.
[0151] Displacement sensors 152 and 153 are ar-
ranged in the direction of bending of linear body 1. Dis-
placement sensors 152 and 153 detect distances L1 and
L2 from the bending portion respectively.
[0152] Conversion circuit 162 stores the result of de-
termination in advance of correlation of compressive
force P in the direction of longitudinal axis applied to linear
body 1 with distance L1 and distance L2. Conversion
circuit 162 converts detected distances L1 and L2 into
compressive force P by using the stored correlation.
[0153] According to such a configuration, compressive
force P can more accurately be measured.
[0154] It should be understood that the embodiments
disclosed herein are illustrative and non-restrictive in
every respect. The scope of the present invention is de-
fined by the terms of the claims, rather than the descrip-
tion above, and is intended to include any modifications
within the scope and meaning equivalent to the terms of
the claims.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0155] The measurement device and the measure-
ment method according to the present invention are par-
ticularly advantageously applicable as a device and a
method for measuring compressive force applied to a
linear body having flexibility, such as a linear medical
appliance to be inserted in a vessel in a body.

Claims

1. A measurement device (201 to 217) measuring com-
pressive force in a direction of longitudinal axis ap-
plied to a linear body (1) having flexibility, compris-
ing:

a main body (2) in which a through hole (3)
through which said linear body (1) passes is
formed, said linear body (1) being bent in a pre-
scribed direction within said through hole (3)
when said compressive force is applied to said
linear body (1);
a sensor (7, 32, 41, 42, 51, 61, 71, 81, 91, 101,
111, 121, 131, 141, 151) detecting a degree of
bending; and
a conversion circuit (12, 161, 162) converting
detected said degree of bending into said com-
pressive force applied to said linear body (1).

2. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said linear body (1) is a linear medical appliance to
be inserted in a vessel in a body.

3. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (7, 32) is an optical sensor including a
light source (8, 29) emitting light and a light receiver
(9, 30) receiving light emitted by said light source (8,
29), and detecting said degree of bending of said
linear body (1) using a quantity of light received by
said light receiver (9, 30) with respect to a quantity
of light emitted by said light source (8, 29).

4. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (32) is an optical array sensor including
a light source (29) emitting light and a light receiver
(30) receiving light emitted by said light source (29),
and detecting said degree of bending of said linear
body (1) by detecting a position at which light emitted
by said light source (29) is cut off by said linear body
(1) and a quantity of light received by said light re-
ceiver (30) decreases.

5. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (42) includes a detection electrode (43)
and a capacitance detection circuit (45) detecting
the degree of bending of said linear body (1) based
on a capacitance generated between said detection
electrode (43) and said linear body (1).

6. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (51) includes
a light source (52),
an objective lens (55) directing light from said light
source (52) to said linear body (1),
a moving portion (56) moving said objective lens
(55),
an objective lens position detection unit (57) detect-
ing a position of said objective lens (55),
a light receiver (59) receiving light reflected by said
linear body (1) and converting the light into an electric
signal, and
an operation unit (60) detecting the degree of bend-
ing of said linear body (1) based on detected said
position of said objective lens (55) and said electric
signal from said light receiver (59).

7. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (61) includes a light source (62) emitting
light to said linear body (1), and an image processing
unit (65) receiving light reflected by said linear body
(1), picking up an image of said linear body (1), and
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detecting the degree of bending of said linear body
(1) based on picked-up said image of said linear body
(1).

8. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (71) includes a piezoelectric element
(73) outputting ultrasound to said linear body (1) and
receiving the ultrasound reflected by said linear body
(1), and a time difference detection unit (72) detect-
ing a time period from output of the ultrasound by
said piezoelectric element (73) to said linear body
(1) until reception of the ultrasound reflected by said
linear body (1) and detecting the degree of bending
of said linear body (1) based on detected said time
period.

9. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said linear body (1) is a conductor or a magnetic
element, and
said sensor (81, 91) further includes
a coil (82, 92),
a voltage supply circuit (83, 93) supplying a voltage
to said coil (82, 92), and
a waveform detection circuit (84, 94) detecting an
amplitude of a waveform of a current that flows
through said coil (82, 92) or a phase difference be-
tween a waveform of the voltage supplied to said coil
(82, 92) and the waveform of the current that flows
through said coil (82, 92), and detecting the degree
of bending of said linear body (1) based on a result
of detection.

10. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said linear body (1) is a magnetic element, and
said sensor (101) further includes a magnet (104)
and a magnetic detection unit (102) detecting mag-
netic flux from said magnet (104) and detecting the
degree of bending of said linear body (1) based on
a result of detection.

11. The measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein
said sensor (111, 121) further includes a movable
portion (112, 113, 122, 123) coupled to said linear
body (1), and a movable portion position detection
unit (115, 124) detecting a position of said movable
portion and detecting the degree of bending of said
linear body (1) based on a result of detection.

12. The measurement device (216, 217) according to
claim 1, comprising a plurality of said sensors (41,
151 to 153); wherein
said conversion circuit (161, 162) converts said de-
gree of bending detected by said plurality of sensors
into said compressive force applied to said linear

body (1).

13. The measurement device according to claim 1, com-
prising at least any one of a visualizing instrument
(18, 19) displaying an output from said sensor and
an auralizing instrument (20) converting variation in
said output into voice and sound.

14. The measurement device according to claim 1, in-
corporated in medical equipment (14) for use.

15. The measurement device according to claim 1, at-
tached to a training simulator (26) simulating a hu-
man body for use.

16. A method of measuring compressive force in a di-
rection of longitudinal axis applied to a linear body
(1) having flexibility, comprising the steps of:

detecting, by using a sensor (7, 32, 41, 42, 51,
61, 71, 81, 91, 101, 111, 121, 131, 141, 151), a
degree of bending of said linear body (1) in a
prescribed direction when said compressive
force is applied to said linear body (1); and
converting said degree of bending detected in
said detecting step into said compressive force
applied to said linear body (1) based on prede-
termined correlation between said degree of
bending and said compressive force.
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