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International appiication No
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

INV. A61B18/12 A61B18/14 AG1B17/29 A61B17/32
ADD.

According to Intemational Patent Classifioation (IPC) or to beth national classifioation and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum documentation searched {classification systam followad by olassification symbale)

A61B

Dacumsntation searched other than minimum documsntation to the sxtent that auch documents ara included in the fialde searched
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA! 21()

This International Searching Authority found multiple {(groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-13, 21-73

A surgical instrument comprising a clamp arm and an
ultrasonic blade further specified in that

1.1, claims: 1-11, 21-47, 53-69

the processor is configured to control delivery of an
exploratory ultrasonic pulse.

1.2, claims: 12, 13

the processor is configured to cease delivery of ultrasonic
energy after a first period and to deliver RF energy at a
sub-therapeutic amplitude.

1.3. claims: 48-52

the processor is configured to cease delivery of the
ultrasonic energy after a predetermined time and the RF
energy after a predetermined impedance of tissue is reached.

1.4. claims: 70-73

the processor is configured to cease delivery of the
ultrasonic energy after a predetermined time and the RF
energy after a predetermined impedance of tissue is reached,
both cessations are determined independently from each
other.

2. claims: 14-20

A surgical instrument comprising a clamp arm and an
ultrasonic blade further specified in that the processor is
configured to determine an effectiveness of the RF energy in
coagulating tissue.
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International Application No. PCT/ US2016/ 039220

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ASA/ 210

Continuation of Box 1I.1

Claims Nos.: 1-6, 9-11, 21-47, 53-69

Method claims 1-6, 9-11, 21-47 and 53-69 all define a method for
treatment of the human or animal body by surgery practised on the human
or animal body, because "[...] delivering of RF energy to an electrode of
a surgical instrument [...] delivering ultrasonic energy to an ultrasonic
blade [...]" (a1l independent method claims) is seen as a surgical step
performed on a patient. Therefore no search has been performed for the
subject-matter of this claim and the corresponding dependent claims (see
Article 17 (2) PCT and Rule 39.1.(iv) PCT) and no written opinion is
reguired for the subject-matter of these method claims (see Rule 43bis.1
and Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT),
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