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(7) ABSTRACT

In one embodiment, a method for providing augmented
reality in minimally invasive surgery includes capturing
pre-operative image data of internal organs of a patient,
capturing intra-operative image data of the internal organs
with an endoscope during a surgical procedure, registering
the pre-operative image data and the intra-operative data in
real time during the surgical procedure, tracking the position
and orientation of the endoscope during the surgical proce-
dure, and augmenting the intra-operative image data cap-
tured by the endoscope in real time with a rendering of at
least a portion of an internal organ of the patient that is in
registration with the real time intra-operative image data
from the endoscope but outside of the field of view of the
endoscope.
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING
AUGMENTED REALITY IN MINIMALLY
INVASIVE SURGERY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S.
Non-Provisional Application entitled “Systems And Meth-
ods For Providing Augmented Reality In Minimally Inva-
sive Surgery,” having Ser. No. 14/852,501 and filed Sep. 12,
2015, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application
Ser. No. 62/049,527, filed Sep. 12, 2014, both of which are
hereby incorporated by reference herein in their entireties.

NOTICE OF GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED
RESEARCH

This invention was made with Government support under
grant/contract number 1035594, awarded by the National
Science Foundation. The Government has certain rights in
the invention.

BACKGROUND

Minimally invasive surgery (MIS) generally refers to the
use of laparoscopy in addition to other techniques that
reduce trauma by limiting the size of the operative incision.
Application of these concepts has led to an overall reduction
in post-operative pain, improved recovery, and decreased
utilization of medical resources in the perioperative period
of many operations. Furthermore, as the physiologic state
appears to be less altered following MIS, the establishment
of fast-track protocols have enabled patients to meet the
criteria for discharge from the hospital significantly sooner
due to improved recuperation of bowel function following
abdominal surgery.

From a purely technical standpoint, laparoscopic surgery
also provides certain advantages over open surgery. In the
abdomen or pelvis, carbon dioxide gas is used to insufflate
the abdomen in order to expand the working space within the
peritoneal cavity and provide exposure of the operative field.
At times, the visualization provided by the laparoscope is far
superior to that seen by the surgeon in a traditionally open
operation. Dissection of fine tissues can be performed
meticulously while inspecting the structures of interest at a
very near distance. This is especially true in cases of pelvic
surgery where the laparoscope is able to enter, illuminate,
and provide magnified views of spaces that are not generally
in the direct line of sight for the surgeon.

Laparoscopy, however, is hindered by several limitations.
One of these limitations is that tactile feedback of the
internal anatomy is nearly eliminated when the surgeon
cannot place a hand in the body cavity, limiting the identi-
fication of structures that are not visible within the peritoneal
cavity, such as those that lie within the retroperitoneum and
pelvis, which may have been otherwise recognized by feel.
In addition, although the magnified view provided by lapa-
roscopy offers excellent inspection of objects to the front of
the camera, it drastically limits the field of view and does not
allow visualization of the areas outside of the forward
optical axis.

When vital anatomical structures are not found, or per-
haps worse when they are misidentified, serious and even
life threatening injury may occur. These complications
include urinary tract injury, sexual or urinary dysfunction,
infertility, and bleeding. Ureter injury, which is the most
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common intraoperative complication of pelvic surgery,
occurs at a rate of about 1 to 10%. However, post-operative
urinary and sexual dysfunction can occur at alarming rates,
up to 100% in some studies, when resection is undertaken in
the pelvis for cancer. In some rare instances, death may
occur due to exsanguination from loss of orientation and
inadvertent injury of the aorta, inferior vena cava, iliac, or
gonadal vessels.

Augmented reality typically refers to the addition of
computer-generated data to the real world in order to
enhance situational awareness. Various approaches for visu-
alization in image-guided interventions have been proposed
to apply the concept of augmented reality and show ana-
tomical structures on the laparoscope video. However, these
systems remain crude in their anatomic modeling, align-
ment, and tracking. The majority of successful applications
are in rigid settings and structures and use external motion
tracking devices to track the laparoscope. More practical
applications of simple two-dimensional image guided sur-
gery are currently employed almost exclusively in maxillo-
facial and neurosurgery where the bony structures of the
skull are used as landmarks for registration and reference.
However, registration of images without the use of bony
landmarks or placement of markers is complex. Non-rigid
settings and deformable structures are encountered in lapa-
roscopic abdominal surgery where external tracking
becomes unreliable due to frequent occlusions.

From the above discussion, it can be appreciated that it
would be desirable to have an improved augmented reality
system and method for minimally invasive surgery proce-
dures that do not rely upon rigid anatomical structures or
external tracking devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure may be better understood with
reference to the following figures. Matching reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the fig-
ures, which are not necessarily drawn to scale.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
minimally invasive surgery system that utilizes augmented
reality.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment for a
computing device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a first embodiment of a
method for providing augmented reality during minimally
invasive surgery.

FIG. 4 is an image of a model of organs of the abdominal
cavity that illustrates how a shadow is cast on the surface of
the organs for purposes of reconstructing a three-dimen-
sional surface model of the organs.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate an example of reconstruction
of an internal organ using the shadow-based three-dimen-
sional surface reconstruction method.

FIG. 6 is a laparoscope image of an internal organ
illustrating detection of blood vessel branch points and
segments for purposes of tracking the position and orienta-
tion of an endoscope relative to the organ.

FIG. 7 is a laparoscope image of an internal organ whose
blood vessels have been mapped using vessel-based image
feature detection.

FIG. 8 is an example augmented image than can be
displayed during a minimally invasive surgery procedure.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a simultaneous tracking,
mapping, and registering system that can be used to provide
augmented reality image data.
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FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a second embodiment of a
method for providing augmented reality during minimally
invasive surgery.

FIG. 11 is an example periphery augmented image that
can be displayed during a minimally invasive surgery pro-
cedure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described above, it would be desirable to have an
improved augmented reality system and method for mini-
mally invasive surgery (MIS) procedures that does not rely
upon rigid anatomical structures or external tracking
devices. Examples of such systems and methods are
described herein. In some embodiments, pre-operative
image data, such as computed tomography (CT) image data,
is captured in advance of a surgical procedure and is later
registered in real time with intra-operative image data cap-
tured with an endoscope, such as a laparoscope, during an
endoscopic (e.g., laparoscopic) procedure. Renderings of
certain organs, such as deformable organs of the abdominal
cavity, that are not visible to the surgeon in the intra-
operative image data, can be combined with the intra-
operative image data to provide an augmented reality envi-
ronment that assists the surgeon in knowing the positions of
these organs so they can be located or avoided. In some
embodiments, the rendered organs can be adjusted in real
time as the endoscope is moved relative to the patient so that
the surgeon always knows the location of the organs regard-
less of the position of the endoscope.

In the following disclosure, various specific embodiments
are described. It is to be understood that those embodiments
are example implementations of the disclosed inventions
and that alternative embodiments are possible. All such
embodiments are intended to fall within the scope of this
disclosure.

Creation of an augmented reality system that provides
accurate and precisely aligned overlay images of anatomic
tissues, which may be difficult to identify due to anatomical
location, aberrancy, or distortion, will help guide surgeons to
recognize structures of key interest and better avoid injury in
MIS. However, it is technically challenging to track the area
that an endoscope (e.g., laparoscope) is viewing within the
body because it is usually focused on a small area of interest,
which significantly impedes accurate estimation of struc-
tures obscured behind other tissues. The technology dis-
closed herein enables mapping and identification of hidden
surgical anatomy during MIS through a visual overlay of
rendered pre-operative image data that is registered to the
endoscopic image data (e.g., laparoscopic video) using
three-dimensional surface anatomy of the imaged internal
organs. In some embodiments, this technology can be used
to provide image-guided surgery, to map vascular anatomy,
and to avoid injury to deep structures, such as those located
in the retroperitoneum when operating in the abdomen and
pelvis. To achieve an accurate overlay, real-time intra-
operative three-dimensional reconstruction, three-dimen-
sional registration, and endoscope tracking are essential.

By providing confidence in the recognition of deformable
internal organs, such as ureters and blood vessels, and other
anatomical features of importance in laparoscopy, the appli-
cation of MIS to increasingly complex problems will likely
be more readily accepted. In addition, the morbidity of
iatrogenic injury to the urinary, vascular, and nervous sys-
tems will be decreased, allowing the benefits of MIS to be
extended to patients who would otherwise have received
open operations due to a prohibitively high risk of injury. It
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is hoped that the availability of this technology will produce
a paradigm shift in which surgeons instinctively embrace the
assistance of patient-specific image overlay mapping to
enhance technical performance and outcomes of their lapa-
roscopic procedures.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a minimally invasive
surgery system 10 that utilizes augmented reality. As shown
in the figure, the system 10 generally comprises a endoscope
12, which can be a laparoscope, an endoscope control
system 14 to which the endoscope is connected, and a
computing device 16 to which the endoscope control system
is connected. As shown in FIG. 1, the endoscope 12 can be
inserted into the body of a patient and image data (i.e., still
images and/or video) of the interal organs can be obtained.
In the case of laparoscopy, the endoscope (laparoscope) 12
can be inserted into the abdominal cavity of the patient.

The computing device receives the image data captured
by the endoscope 12 and manipulates it to provide an
augmented reality environment for the surgeon. Although
the computing device 16 is depicted in FIG. 1 as a desktop
computer, it is noted that the computing device can comprise
any device having adequate computing capabilities. such as
a laptop computer, a tablet computer, or the like. FIG. 2
illustrates an example configuration for the computing
device 16. As shown in this figure, the computing device 16
includes a processing device 20, memory 22, a user interface
24, and at least one I/O device 26, each of which is
connected to a local interface 28.

The processing device 20 can include a central processing
unit (CPU) or a semiconductor-based microprocessor (in the
form of a microchip). The memory 22 includes any one of
or a combination of volatile memory elements (e.g., RAM)
and nonvolatile memory elements (e.g., hard disk, ROM,
Flash, etc.). The user interface 24 comprises the components
with which a user interacts with the computing device 16,
such as a keyboard, keypad, and/or display screen, and the
1/O devices 26 are adapted to facilitate communications with
other devices. Notably, the display screen can, in some
embodiments, be used to display augmented intra-operative
image data to the surgeon.

The memory 22 (a non-transitory computer-readable
medium) comprises programs (logic) including an operating
system 30 and an augmented reality program 32 that merges
renderings obtained from pre-operative image data with
intra-operative image data obtained using an endoscope in
real time. Examples of the manner in which such a result is
achieved are described below. In addition, the memory 22
comprises a database 34 that can include various data used
by the augmented reality program, such as stored pre-
operative image data and/or pre-operative three-dimensional
surface models of the patient’s internal organs.

Intra-operative image data, such as laparoscopic images
and video, can be augmented to include renderings of
obscured organs in a variety of ways. FIG. 3 illustrates a first
embodiment of a method for providing such augmented
image data. Beginning with block 40 of FIG. 3, pre-opera-
tive image data of the patient’s internal organs is obtained.
By way of example, computed tomography (CT) image data
is captured of the patient. Notably, such data is often
collected prior to an abdominal surgical procedure to deter-
mine whether or not surgery is necessary and, if so, to help
plan the surgery. Once the image data has been captured, it
can be processed to create a three-dimensional surface
model of the surfaces of the patient’s internal organs prior to
surgery, as indicated in block 42. In the case in which
abdominal surgery is to be performed, the surfaces can be
the surfaces of multiple deformable organs of the abdominal
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cavity, such as the liver, stomach, intestines, bladder, colon,
etc. The model can either be generated manually or auto-
matically. Regardless, the pre-operative three-dimensional
surface model that results identifies the patient’s organs and
their locations within the body and can be stored for later
use. In particular, the model can be used to generate in real
time renderings of one or more of the organs to be combined
with intra-operative image data (e.g., video) captured with
an endoscope during surgery.

Referring next to block 44, intra-operative image data of
the visible surfaces of the patient’s internal organs can be
captured using an endoscope during the surgical procedure.
In the case of abdominal surgery, the abdominal cavity can
be insufflated and a laparoscope can be inserted into the
cavity to capture intra-operative image data (e.g., video) of
the surfaces of the visible organs. Once it has been captured,
the intra-operative image data can be processed to create a
further three-dimensional surface model of the visible sur-
faces of the patient’s internal organs, as indicated in block
16.

A variety of methods can be used to create the aforemen-
tioned three-dimensional surface model based upon the
intra-operative image data. In some embodiments, the sur-
faces can be reconstructed using a shadow-based three-
dimensional surface reconstruction method. Although sev-
eral feature-based three-dimensional surface reconstruction
methods exist, they often do not perform well when the
scene has few readily distinguishable features, as in the case
of the internal organs. Shadows, however, can significantly
improve depth perception. In the shadow-based three-di-
mensional surface reconstruction method, weakly structured
light is used to illuminate the patient’s internal organs and
images are captured with a stereoscopic camera (or two
non-stereoscopic cameras) separated from the light source
while an object, such as a surgical instrument, is swept
between the light source and the organs so as to cast a
shadow of the instrument onto the organs that travels across
their various contours. Such a process is illustrated in the
image of FIG. 4, which shows a model of the internal organs
of the abdominal cavity and a surgical instrument being
swept over the organs. A series of images containing shad-
ows can be obtained and the shadow boundaries can be
extracted and used as shadow curve correspondences
between two corresponding images. Epipolar lines can then
be calculated and used to intersect with the shadow curves
to efficiently generate precise point correspondences along
the curve pairs from the two images. The accuracy of the
point correspondences can be further improved to sub-pixel
accuracy by using interpolation. Next, a field surface inter-
polation (FSI) approach can be used to obtain the points that
lie between two shadow curves by exploiting both spatial
and stereo calibration information to generate dense corre-
spondences between the two images, which are used to
recover the organ surfaces.

Notably, the above-described shadow-based three-dimen-
sional surface reconstruction method does not rely on organ
texture information and is able to reconstruct accurate
three-dimensional information by exploiting only the shad-
ows cast by the surgical instrument on the organs’ surfaces
as the instrument is manipulated by the surgeon. Advantages
of this method include the point correspondences being
directly calculated and no explicit stereo matching being
required, which ensures efliciency of the method, as well as
a minimal hardware requirement because only a stereo
camera and a separated single-point light source being
required. This approach was evaluated using both phantom
models and ex vivo images. For example, as shown in FIG.
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5, a plastic intestine model (FIG. 5A) was reconstructed to
create a three-dimensional surface model with texture map-
ping (FIG. 5B). Precision of the recovered three-dimen-
sional surfaces to within 0.7 mm was achieved for the
phantom models and 1.2 mm for the ex vivo images during
experimentation. The comparison of disparity maps indi-
cates that the shadow-based method significantly outper-
formed the state-of-the-art stereo algorithms for MIS. Fur-
ther information about shadow-based three-dimensional
surface reconstruction is provided in “Dense Surface Recon-
struction with Shadows in MIS,” by Lin et al, /EEE
Transactions on Biomedical Engineering, vol. 60, no. 9, pp.
2411-2420 (2013), which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence into the present disclosure.

At this point in the process, two three-dimensional surface
models of the patient’s internal (e.g., abdominal cavity)
organs have been generated, one based upon the pre-opera-
tive image data and one based upon the intra-operative
image data captured with an endoscope, such as a laparo-
scope. With reference next to block 48 of FIG. 3, the two
models can be registered with each other. Various methods
can be used to perform this registration. In some embodi-
ments, iterative closest point (ICP) registration is used to
obtain a coarse registration of the models and then manual
tuning can be performed to more finely register them.

Once the two models are registered, the locations of
internal organs that are obscured or outside of the endo-
scope’s field of view can be identified and renderings of
these organs can be added to this intra-operative image data
in real time to show the locations of the organs to the
surgeon. Before this can be achieved, however, the position
and orientation of the endoscope relative to the patient’s
internal organs must be known. Accordingly, as indicated in
block 50 of FIG. 3, the position and orientation of the
endoscope relative to the patient’s internal organs are deter-
mined in order to know where to show the obscured or out
of field organs relative to the intra-operative image data
captured by the endoscope. The position and orientation of
the endoscope can be determined at any given time by
continuously tracking the endoscope throughout the surgical
procedure. While such tracking can be performed using an
external tracking device, it is preferred to perform this
tracking without using an external tracking device. In some
embodiments, a blood vessel-based feature detection
method is used in which blood vessel branch points and
segments on the surface of the internal organs are detected
can be used to track the endoscope.

As noted above, MIS images are generally low texture. In
addition, the contain abundant reflections, homogeneous
areas, smokes, etc., which make feature detection difficult.
Blood vessels, which are abundant on the surface of soft
tissue organs such as the abdominal wall, stomach, small
intestines, and colon, can be more easily extracted and used
for purposes of feature detection. Such vessels can be
represented as curves, which are more robust than points in
camera motion estimation. In addition, because the vessels
are attached to the surface of the internal organs and deform
with them, the detection of vessels enables recovery of tissue
deformations.

Two types of blood vessel features are used in the blood
vessel-based feature detection method: vessel branching
points at which the vessels bifurcate or cross and vessel
branching segments that have branching points at each end.
An example of branching points and a branching segment
defined by the branching points is shown in FIG. 6. The
branching segments are essentially curve segments and a
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pair of branch segment correspondence can generate tens of
pairs of point correspondences.

In the blood vessel-based feature detection method, a
captured endoscope image is first pre-processed. Such pre-
processing can be performed to, for example, remove specu-
lar reflections. Once the image has been pre-processed, a
Hessian matrix can be calculated for each pixel of the image.
The Hessian matrices can then be used to calculate the
Frangi vesselness to enhance the blood vessels. In addition
or in exception, ridgeness can be computed, which also
enhances the blood vessels. During ridgeness analysis, ridge
pixels that achieve single-pixel width are identified as the
ridge in a two-dimensional image is a good approximation
of the vessel center line. Through this analysis, a ridgeness
image can be created.

Next, the vessel branching points can be detected. In some
embodiments, the branching points are detected using a
circle test in which a circle is centered at each candidate
point on the ridgeness image and the ridgeness value and
intensity of each point is examined along the circle to
determine whether it is a branching point or not. In some
embodiments, points that pass the circle test but are con-
sidered too close to each other to be vessel branching points
are suppressed using a non-maximal suppression process.

Once the vessel branching points have been detected, a
vessel tracing process can be performed to link the branch-
ing points and identify the vessel branching segments. The
vessel tracing process can be based on a binary mask of the
vessels, referred to as a ridge mask, which is obtained by
thresholding the ridgeness image. A typical vessel branch
point and segment detection result is shown in FIG. 7.

The above-described blood vessel-based feature detection
method improves the processing speed and is more reliable
than other tracking methods. The method further avoids
segmenting of the vessels, which is slow and uses second
derivatives and circular tests that only require simple com-
putation. Because the blood vessel-based feature detection
method does not use segmentation results to detect vessel
branch points, it is not affected by common segmentation
errors and can produce more reliable branch points. Because
the local patch of a branch point has large intensity variance,
the branch points and segments are more distinctive for
feature matching. Further information about the vessel seg-
ment and branch point detection method is provided in
“Vesselness Based Feature Extraction for Endoscopic Image
Analysis,” by Lin et al., which was published at the Inter-
national Symposium on Biomedical Imaging (2014), and
“Efficient Vessel Feature Detection for Endoscopic Image
Analysis,” by Lin et al., IEEE Transactions on Biomedical
Engineering, vol. 62, no. 4, pp. 1141-1150, (April 2015),
both of which are hereby incorporated by reference into the
present disclosure.

Once the three-dimensional surface models have been
registered and the position and orientation of the endoscope
is known, renderings of one or more obscured organs (i.e.,
augmented reality images) can be combined or merged with
(e.g., overlaid onto) the intra-operative image data (e.g.,
laparoscope video) shown to the surgeon in real time, as
indicated in block 52 of FIG. 3. By way of example, this
augmented image data can be shown to the surgeon using a
monitor or a head-mounted display (HMD). FIG. 8 illus-
trates an example of augmented image data that can be
shown to a surgeon. In this figure, the bladder and the ureter,
which are not visible in the intra-operative image data
captured by the endoscope, are superimposed over the
endoscopic image data to show the surgeon where these
organs are located.
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In another embodiment, real-time simultaneous endo-
scope (e.g., laparoscope) tracking, and mapping with pre-
operative image data (e.g., CT image data) to intra-operative
image data (e.g., laparoscope video) registration can be
performed. Such a method involves simultaneously track-
ing, mapping, and registering and therefore is referred to
herein as “STMR.” FIG. 9 shows an example embodiment
of an STMR system based upon pre-operative CT images
and intra-operative laparoscope video. When STMR is used,
instead of first performing surface reconstruction using the
intra-operative image data as in the method of FIG. 3,
tracking, mapping, and registration are simultaneously opti-
mized using an iterative process. Such a process can track an
endoscope (e.g., laparoscope) without any external tracking
device, reconstruct a sparse three-dimensional structure of
the tissues in the current view of the endoscope, and obtain
the correct registration of the pre-operative image data and
the current reconstructed three-dimensional structure. Using
the registration result, the system can render and superim-
pose pre-operatively modeled deformable anatomical struc-
tures, such as the ureters, bladder, and arteries, on the
intra-operative image data (e.g., video) in real time. As
before, the augmented intra-operative image data can be
displayed to the surgeon on a monitor or an HMD. In some
embodiments, an interface can be provided to enable the
surgical staff to select one or several anatomic structures that
have been either manually or semi-automatically segmented
and reconstructed from pre-operative image data using a
three-dimensional slicer.

A unique aspect of STMR is the use the pre-processed
three-dimensional surface models S, - as prior constraints
when computing the sparse mapping M in a parallel tracking
and mapping (PTAM) framework. STMR essentially inte-
grates the computation of the registration T, in the com-
puting of a PTAM thread to jointly optimize the mapping
and the registration. By borrowing the strengths from all the
available resources in both pre-operative and intra-operative
image data, STMR can be used to overcome the well-known
challenges in external surface-based registration to remove
ambiguity and improve efliciency. The pre-operative three-
dimensional surface model can help obtain better tracking
and mapping results considering that the known process of
simultaneously localizing and mapping (SLAM) does not
have or utilize the prior three-dimensional surface informa-
tion.

Providing proper initial estimation of the registration is
important for the optimization of STMR. Taking advantage
of the available resources and time at the beginning of an
operation, a STMR system can first obtain a dense and
accurate three-dimensional surface reconstruction from the
endoscope image data (e.g., laparoscope video) with shad-
ows as described above and then compute an initial regis-
tration transformation T, by comparing and matching the
pre-operative surface model with this reconstructed surface.
The system can then overlay the three-dimensional surface
model from the pre-operative image data on the current
reconstructed surface and display it on a monitor or HMD
and provide a tuning interface for a surgical staff to fine tune
alignment with a 3Dconnexion 6 degree-of-freedom (DOF)
SpaceNavigator™.

The prior three-dimensional surface information provided
by the pre-operative three-dimensional surface model S, (is
used with the post-operative three-dimensional surface
model S_, to simultaneously optimize non-rigid registration
and intra-operative mapping (sparse three-dimensional sur-
face reconstruction) with the following objective function:
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min [Equation 1]
D lCam;(Qi) = wyll + 11 (Pis ) = Qi
w, Q; € Sen 7

This mathematical formulation contains two terms. The
first term represents the re-projection error with the three-
dimensional point set Q, as parameters, in which Cam,(*) and
u,; denote the camera perspective projection and measured
feature points for each laparoscope image, respectively.
Accordingly, the first term relates to the endoscope tracking.
The second term is basically the same objective function for
point set registration based on the point set PeS, - from the
pre-operative CT surface model S, - and the point set Q,
from reconstructed surface model S_, based on the laparo-
scope video. Therefore, the second term relates to model
registration. The transformation f(P,; w) provides the non-
rigid registration from pre-operative to post-operative coor-
dinates with parameters w. To solve this optimization prob-
lem to find the optimal three-dimensional point Q; and the
non-rigid transformation w, various robust point registration
methods with gradient-based search algorithms can be uti-
lized from the initial registration obtained in the initializa-
tion step. For example, the camera perspective projection
can be linearized when the update of Q, is small. An iterative
solution can be obtained by optimizing registration and
dense reconstruction separately. First, the registration is
initialized with the global rigid registration obtained using
the method in an initialization step. The intra-operative
three-dimensional surface model from the endoscope is
initialized with pre-operative three-dimensional surface
model from the pre-operative image data (e.g., CT images),
which means S_ =S, . After initialization, one can solve the
optimization by two iterative updating steps: (1) Use the
current registration and intra-operative three-dimensional
surface model S, to solve the linearized problem:

min

AQi € Sen

: [Equation 2]
> 15, - A0 - Aul
i

The solution to Equation 2 provides the refined surface
reconstruction in the intra-operative image data (e.g., lapa-
roscope video), which can be further used to detect deform-
ing area. (2) With the refined post-operative three-dimen-
sional surface model S, one can then apply known methods
to solve the non-rigid registration from the pre-operative
image data (e.g., CT images) to the intra-operative image
data (e.g., laparoscopic video):
min, [72;w)-0i|

Note that the initial registration and detected deforming
area are obtained from the prior iteration. With these, one
can achieve more robust and efficient non-rigid registration.
It should also be noted that the above objective function only
involves registration and reconstruction. In fact, similar to
PTAM, the tracking is separated from, and runs parallel
with, the above optimization. In some embodiments, the
endoscope tracking method can be performed using the
blood vessel-based feature detection method, which was
discussed above.

The simultaneous optimization described above is based
on the fact that reconstruction from intra-operative image
data and non-rigid pre-operative and intra-operative image
data registration are inherently related and beneficial to each
other. On the one hand, the pre-operative three-dimensional

[Equation 3]
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surface model and registration provide an initial intra-
operative three-dimensional surface model, which can be
further revised based on the endoscope observance from
different positions and can be used for endoscope tracking.
On the other hand, the refined intra-operative three-dimen-
sional surface can be used to update the non-rigid registra-
tion. The previous detected deforming area obtained from
tracking can further accelerate this process.

Extracting a large number of robust and well-matched
features from the intra-operative image data is important to
the STMR approach. The STMR system can use the algo-
rithm described above to extract blood vessel branch points
and segments. Those branch points and segments can be
treated as the most reliable features and combined with other
less reliable features, such as SIFT or FAST, to build a
hierarchy of features. This hierarchy of features can be used
and integrated into a PTAM framework for robust endo-
scope tracking. On the other hand, since the curved vessel
branch segments are located on tissue surfaces and deform
with the deformable tissues, the deformation of the branch
segments reflects the tissue surface deformation and suffi-
ciently represents the deformation in the objective function.
The branch segments are more powerful features than points
and can be exploited for tissue deformation detection and
analysis in the non-rigid registration optimization.

Selected anatomical structures can be properly rendered
after the system computes the registration transformation for
that frame. FIG. 8, which was mentioned above, shows one
preliminary result of an overlay with a typical ghosting
technique that renders the anatomical structure 50% trans-
parent. However, since the object has a uniform color and no
shading, the rendering may lose three-dimensional effects
and look flat. To avoid this, the STMR system can render
texture and generate proper shading by adding lighting to
simulate the light from the endoscope. To render the proper
depth, the system can compute the transparency percentage
according to the relative depth between the pre-operative
three-dimensional surface model and the three-dimensional
reconstruction of the current scene for the current frame of
the intra-operative video. It is difficult to perfectly recon-
struct a dense surgical scene from the endoscope video at all
times. However, it may not be necessary to achieve this level
of accuracy. In some embodiments, the sparse three-dimen-
sional reconstruction of the scene can be used and the depth
values can be used as samples to help one decide how deep
the anatomical structure should be from the surface. If the
anatomical structure is farther away from the endoscope as
compared to the sparse three-dimensional samples of the
scene, the anatomical structure can be rendered more trans-
parent.

In addition to the standard user interface, the system
design enables the surgeon or an assistant to interact with the
system and leverage its performance with human intelli-
gence. In some embodiments, the system provides an inter-
face to take input from the 3Dconnexion 6 degree-of-
freedom (DOF) SpaceNavigator™ and select the pre-
operatively modeled anatomical structures to overlay, fine-
tune the registration result at the initialization step, and make
adjustments to the result of the STMR process. The interface
can also enable users to turn the augmented display on and
off as well as change the superimposing color, texture, and
transparency.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of an example method for
performing STMR that is consistent with the above descrip-
tion. As in the previous method, pre-operative image data is
obtained (block 60), the image data is processed to create a
first three-dimensional surface model (block 62), and intra-
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operative image data is captured (64). Unlike the previous
method, however, the method comprises simultaneously
tracking the position and orientation of the endoscope,
processing the intra-operative image data to create a second
three-dimensional surface model, and registering the two
models using the iterative optimization process described
above (block 66).

In the above-described methods, renderings of organs
obscured by other organs in the foreground of the intra-
operating image data were described as being overlaid on
top of the intra-operative image data. It is noted that the
rendered organs can, alternatively or additional, be organs
that are outside the field of view of the endoscope. In this
way, the surgeon can see tissues that are beyond the edges
of the intra-operative image data and therefore can be
provided with better context for the intra-operative image
data. This form of augmentation can be referred to as
periphery augmentation.

Periphery augmentation can be performed by collecting
data of target areas by moving the endoscope and exploring
the scene. Simultaneously, the visual SLAM technique can
be performed on the endoscopic video to localize the endo-
scope. Based on the localization results, a three-dimensional
vessel network can be recovered and a textured large-area
dense reconstruction model can be estimated. While per-
forming periphery augmentation, the endoscope is localized
with respect to the recovered textured three-dimensional
model and the model is projected back to the camera to
generate a virtual view that has a larger field of view than the
endoscope and therefore contains peripheral information not
captured by the endoscope. In such a case, the central area
of the virtual image can comprise the real-time intra-opera-
tive image data (e.g., laparoscope video), and the peripheral
area of the virtual image can comprise the rendered organs.
FIG. 11 illustrates an example of such a virtual image (i.e.,
peripheral augmentation image).

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for providing augmented reality in minimally
invasive surgery, the method comprising:

capturing pre-operative image data of internal organs of a

patient;
capturing intra-operative image data of the internal organs
with an endoscope during a surgical procedure;

registering the pre-operative image data and the intra-
operative data in real time during the surgical proce-
dure;

tracking the position and orientation of the endoscope

during the surgical procedure; and

augmenting the intra-operative image data captured by the

endoscope in real time with a rendering of at least a
portion of an internal organ of the patient that is in
registration with the real time intra-operative image
data from the endoscope but outside of the field of view
of the endoscope.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein capturing pre-opera-
tive image data comprises capturing computed tomography
(CT) image data.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising creating a
first three-dimensional surface model based upon the cap-
tured pre-operative image data and creating a second three-
dimensional surface model based on the captured intra-
operative image data, and wherein registering the pre-
operative image data and the intra-operative data comprises
registering the two models.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein creating a second
three-dimensional surface model comprises creating the
model using a shadow-based three-dimensional surface
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reconstruction method in which the model is created based
upon shadows cast on surfaces of the internal organs.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein registering the two
models comprises registering the models using iterative
closest point (ICP) registration.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein tracking the position
and orientation of an endoscope comprises tracking the
endoscope using a blood vessel-based feature detection
method in which branch points and branch segments of
blood vessels at the surface of the internal organs are
detected.

7. The method of claim 3, wherein the tracking, creating
a second three-dimensional surface model, and registering
are performed simultaneously in real time during the surgi-
cal procedure.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the tracking and
registering are performed by iteratively minimizing both a
re-projection error and a registration error in an optimization
process.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the first three-dimen-
sional surface model is used in creating the second three-
dimensional surface model and tracking is performed sepa-
rately in parallel.

10. A non-transitory computer-readable medium that
stores an augmented reality program comprising:

logic configured to receive pre-operative image data and

intra-operative image data captured by an endoscope
during a surgical procedure;

logic configured to register the pre-operative image data

and the intra-operative data in real time during the
surgical procedure;
logic configured to track the position and orientation of
the endoscope during the surgical procedure; and

logic configured to augment the intra-operative image
data in real time with a rendering of at least a portion
of an internal organ of the patient that is in registration
with the real time intra-operative image data from the
endoscope but outside of the field of view of the
endoscope.

11. The computer-readable medium of claim 10, further
comprising logic configured to create a first three-dimen-
sional surface model of internal organs of a patient based on
the pre-operative data and logic configured to create a
second three-dimensional surface model of the internal
organs based on the intra-operative data, wherein the logic
configured to create a second three-dimensional surface
model comprises logic configured to create the model using
a shadow-based three-dimensional surface reconstruction
method in which the model is created based upon shadows
cast on surfaces of the internal organs.

12. The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein
the logic configured to register is configured to register the
two models using iterative closest point (ICP) registration.

13. The computer-readable medium of claim 12, wherein
the logic configured to track the position and orientation of
an endoscope comprises logic configured to track the endo-
scope using a blood vessel-based feature detection method
in which branch points and branch segments of blood
vessels at the surface of the internal organs are detected.

14. The computer-readable medium of claim 13, wherein
the logic configured to track, create a second three-dimen-
sional surface model, and register are configured to operate
simultaneously in real time during the surgical procedure.

15. The computer-readable medium of claim 14, wherein
the logic configured to track and the logic configured to
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register are simultaneously operated by iteratively minimiz-
ing both a re-projection error and a registration error an
optimization process.
16. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein
logic configured to create the second three-dimensional
surface model uses the first three-dimensional surface model
in creating the second three-dimensional surface model and
the logic configured to track operates separately in parallel.
17. A system for providing augmented reality in mini-
mally invasive surgery, the system comprising:
a laparoscope configured to capture intra-operative image
data of internal organs of a patient during a surgical
procedure; and
a computing device comprising an augmented reality
program including:
logic configured to receive pre-operative image data
and intra-operative image data,

logic configured to register the pre-operative image
data and the intra-operative data in real time during
the surgical procedure,

logic configured to track the position and orientation of
the laparoscope during the surgical procedure, and

logic configured to augment the intra-operative image
data in real time with a rendering of at least a portion
of an internal organ of the patient that is in registra-
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tion with the real time intra-operative image data
from the endoscope but outside of the field of view
of the laparoscope.

18. The system of claim 17, further comprising logic
configured to create a first three-dimensional surface model
of internal organs of a patient based on the pre-operative
data and logic configured to create a second three-dimen-
sional surface model of the internal organs based on the
intra-operative data, wherein the logic configured to create
a second three-dimensional surface model comprises logic
configured to create the model using a shadow-based three-
dimensional surface reconstruction method in which the
model is created based upon shadows cast on surfaces of the
internal organs.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the logic configured
to track the position and orientation of an endoscope com-
prises logic configured to track the endoscope using a blood
vessel-based feature detection method in which branch
points and branch segments of blood vessels at the surface
of the internal organs are detected.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the logic configured
to track, create a second three-dimensional surface model,
and register are configured to operate simultaneously in real
time during the surgical procedure.
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