
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

72
6 

11
8

B
1

TEPZZ 7 6__8B_T
(11) EP 2 726 118 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
14.02.2018 Bulletin 2018/07

(21) Application number: 12804526.7

(22) Date of filing: 28.06.2012

(51) Int Cl.:
A61M 3/02 (2006.01) A61M 1/00 (2006.01)

A61B 18/14 (2006.01) A61B 17/42 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/US2012/044609

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2013/003570 (03.01.2013 Gazette 2013/01)

(54) SURGICAL FLUID MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

CHIRURGISCHES FLÜSSIGKEITSBEHANDLUNGSSYSTEM

SYSTÈME DE GESTION DE FLUIDE CHIRURGICAL

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 29.06.2011 US 201161502750 P
30.06.2011 US 201161503497 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
07.05.2014 Bulletin 2014/19

(60) Divisional application: 
17202831.8

(73) Proprietor: Boston Scientific Scimed, Inc.
Maple Grove, MN 55311 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• TRUCKAI, Csaba

Saratoga, CA 95070 (US)
• GERMAIN, Aaron

Campbell, CA 95008 (US)

• KLEIN, Kyle
San Jose, CA 95133 (US)

• SHADDUCK, John, H.
Menlo Park, CA 94025 (US)

• WALKER, Michael, D.
Mountain View, CA 95008 (US)

• ORCZY-TIMKO, Benedek
H-1022 Budapest (HU)

• LESKO, Balazs
H-1064 Budapest (HU)

(74) Representative: Pfenning, Meinig & Partner mbB
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte 
Joachimsthaler Straße 10-12
10719 Berlin (DE)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A1-00/28890 US-A- 4 261 360
US-A- 4 735 603 US-A- 5 098 375
US-A- 5 830 180 US-A1- 2009 137 943
US-A1- 2009 137 943 US-B1- 6 206 014
US-B1- 7 204 821  



EP 2 726 118 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a surgical fluid
management system, for example for use in distending
the uterine cavity to allow cutting and extraction of uterine
fibroid tissue, polyps and other abnormal uterine tissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Uterine fibroids are non-cancerous tumors that
develop in the wall of uterus. Such fibroids occur in a
large percentage of the female population, with some
studies indicating up to 40 percent of all women have
fibroids. Uterine fibroids can grow over time to be several
centimeters in diameter and symptoms can include men-
orrhagia, reproductive dysfunction, pelvic pressure and
pain.
[0003] One current treatment of fibroids is hystero-
scopic resection or myomectomy which involves tran-
scervical access to the uterus with a hysteroscope to-
gether with insertion of a cutting instrument through a
working channel in the hysteroscope. The cutting instru-
ment may be a mechanical tissue cutter or an electro-
surgical resection device such as a cutting loop. Mechan-
ical cutting devices are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
7,226,459; 6,032,673 and 5,730,752 and U.S. Published
Patent Appl. 2009/0270898. An electrosurgical cutting
device is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,906,615.
[0004] US 2009/0137943 A1 discloses a system for
insufflations and recirculation of insufflations fluid in a
surgical procedure. The system includes a control unit
having a fluid pump, a supply conduit, a return fluid con-
duit and a pressure-controlled valve. The fluid pump is
adapted and configured to circulate insufflations fluid
through the system. The pressure-controlled valve is in
fluid communication with the supply conduit and the re-
turn conduit, and is adapted and configured to receive a
control signal and respond to the control signal by open-
ing, thereby fluidly connecting the supply conduit and the
return conduit with one another.
[0005] US 4 261 360 A describes a device used in con-
junction with a resectoscope in endoscopic surgical op-
erations which includes pumping means and means for
controlling, measuring and displaying the speed of the
pumping means in order to make corrections in the inflow
and outflow rate of irrigating fluid from a patient thereby
maintaining a constant distention of the bladder. The de-
vice also includes audio-visual alarms that alert the op-
erating physician to any abnormal condition.
[0006] WO 00/28890 A1 refers to a system for control-
led infusion of fluid into a body cavity. The system allows
a user to accurately control pressure created in a body
cavity over a broad range of fluid flow rates required in
various medical procedures. The system comprises a
pump having a conduit coupled to a surgical instrument
such as a rectoscope for directing the fluid into the body

cavity. The system controls pressure in the body cavity
by using a first sensor to measure pump output, and a
second sensor to measure body cavity pressure.
[0007] In a myomectomy or hysteroscopic resection,
the initial step of the procedure includes distention of the
uterine cavity to create a working space for assisting
viewing through the hysteroscope. In a relaxed state, the
uterine cavity collapses with the uterine walls in contact
with one another. A fluid management system is used to
distend the uterus to provide a working space wherein a
fluid is administered through a passageway in the hys-
teroscope under sufficient pressure to expand or distend
the uterine cavity. The fluids used to distend the uterus
are typically liquid aqueous solutions such as a saline
solution or a sugar-based aqueous solution.
[0008] In some RF electrosurgical resection proce-
dures, the distending fluid is a nonconductive aqueous
solution to limit RF current conduction.
[0009] One particular concern is the fact that fluid man-
agement systems typically administer the fluid under a
pressure of up to 100 mm Hg or more which results in a
significant risk that the distending fluid may be taken up
by a cut blood vessel exposed in the uterine cavity. Such
unwanted fluid uptake is known as intravasation, which
can lead to serious complications and even death. For
this reason, fluid management systems have been de-
veloped to monitor the patient’s fluid uptake on a contin-
uous basis during a procedure, typically using complicat-
ed systems that capture, collect and weigh distending
fluids that flow through the uterine cavity.
[0010] For these reasons, it would be desirable to pro-
vide an improved fluid management system for perform-
ing hysteroscopic fibroid resection, myomectomy, or oth-
er similar procedures which require fluid distension. The
system preferably utilizes a limited volume of distending
fluid and will provide for an alarm and/or system shut
down when it appears that excessive fluid has been lost
from the system. At least some of these objectives will
be met by the inventions described herein below.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0011] The present invention is defined by a fluid man-
agement system comprising the features of claim 1. Pre-
ferred embodiments of this system are represented in
the dependent claims.
[0012] The invention provides an improved fluid man-
agement system for performing hysteroscopic fibroid re-
section, myomectomy, and a variety of other tissue re-
moval procedures performed in a re-circulating disten-
sion fluid environment. The fluid management systems
of the present invention are adapted to utilize an initial
volume of distending fluid which is recovered, filtered,
and re-circulated to the patient. Thus, by limiting the initial
volume of distending fluid used in the system, the risk of
excess fluid uptake by the patient can be reduced. The
systems and methods also provide for convenient and
reliable detection of fluid loss to alert the user and/or au-
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tomatically shut down the system.
[0013] In the first aspect of the present invention, a
fluid management system is provided for use with a fluid
reservoir and a probe. The fluid reservoir may be a con-
ventional fluid drip bag which is adapted to receive the
return of a filtered, re-circulating distending fluid from the
patient. The probe will typically be adapted for tissue re-
section, including cutting blades, radio frequency (RF)
ablation electrodes or elements, rotating burrs, drills, or
the like. An exemplary fluid removal probe includes an
outer sleeve and an inner cutting sleeve which is recip-
rocatably mounted in the outer sleeve. The outer sleeve
has a cutting window which can be engaged against fi-
broid or other tissue to be resected. By pressing the win-
dow against the tissue, the fibroid or the tissue intrudes
into the window, and the inner cutting sleeve can be dis-
tally advanced to severe the tissue.
[0014] The fluid management systems of the present
invention will be connectable both to the fluid reservoir
and to the probe, where the probe will typically have lu-
mens both for delivering the distending fluid and to a body
space or potential space having the tissue to be resected,
such as a uterus having fibroids. An inflow pump is con-
nectable to an inflow fluid lumen of the probe for providing
an inflow of the distending fluid to the body space or po-
tential space. An outflow pump of the system is connect-
able to a fluid outflow lumen of the probe for removing
fluid from the space and returning the removed fluid to
the reservoir. The system further includes a filter arrange-
ment for removing waste from the removed fluid before
returning the removed fluid to the reservoir. A controller
is also provided for adjusting the flow rates of the inflow
pump and of the outflow pump. By properly controlling
and adjusting these flow rates, a controller can maintain
a pre-selected distended fluid pressure and/or fluid vol-
ume in the body space or potential space.
[0015] In a first exemplary embodiment, the controller
is configured to control the inflow and outflow of the first
and second pumps, which are typically positive displace-
ment pumps, to maintain a target pressure within the
body space or potential space. For fibroid resection in a
uterus, the pressure will typically be in the range from 20
mmHg to 200 mmHg. More generally, the range may be
from 10 mmHg to 400 mmHg for other treatment modal-
ities.
[0016] Alternatively, the controller may be configured
in a flow control mode, wherein the first and second
pumps cooperate to deliver fluid to the space within flow
rates selected to control the volume of fluid accumulating
in the body space or potential space. For treatment of
fibroids or other conditions within the uterus, the flow rate
of fluid, typically saline, will typically be from 200 ml/min
to 1000 ml/min.
[0017] When controlling body space pressure, the sys-
tem will typically further include at least one pressure
sensor capable of providing a pressure signal indicating
fluid pressure in the space or potential space. For exam-
ple, the pressure sensor could be located in the fluid input

lumen of the probe, preferably near a distal tip of the
lumen. To maintain a desired volume of fluid in the body
space or potential space, the system will typically include
flow measurement sensors for both the inflow flow rate
and the outflow flow rate, where the flow rates over time
can be integrated to calculate the total fluid volume in
and the total fluid volume out over time.
[0018] In a still further alternate embodiment, the fluid
management system may be configured to further mon-
itor both inflow pump pressure and outflow pump pres-
sure. If the inflow pressure and outflow pressure are
found to differ by more than a pre-determined minimum
amount, there may be blockages or other malfunctions
of the system. In such cases, the system can alert the
user and/or automatically shut down the system.
[0019] The system may have other components and
features, for example, the system may further comprise
a probe and optionally a disposable tubing set for deliv-
ering fluid to the probe, where the tubing set includes at
least one pulse dampener. The tubing set will typically
also include tubes and connectors for recovering fluid
from the probe and returning the fluid to the reservoir.
[0020] The systems of the present invention may still
further comprise a window-closing mechanism on the
probe converts to its window-closed configuration in re-
sponse to idling or other cessation of the reciprocation
of the inner cutting tube.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0021]

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an assembly including a hys-
teroscope and a tissue-cutting device corresponding
to the invention that is inserted through the working
channel of the hysteroscope.
FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view of a fluid man-
agement system used for distending the uterus and
for assisting in electrosurgical tissue cutting and ex-
traction.
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the shaft of the
hysteroscope of FIG. 1 showing various channels
therein.
FIG. 4 is a schematic side view of the working end
of the electrosurgical tissue-cutting device of FIG. 1
showing an outer sleeve and a reciprocating inner
sleeve and an electrode arrangement.
FIG. 5 is a schematic perspective view of the working
end of the inner sleeve of FIG. 4 showing its electrode
edge.
FIG. 6A is a schematic cut-away view of a portion of
outer sleeve, inner RF cutting sleeve and a tissue-
receiving window of the outer sleeve.
FIG. 6B is a schematic view of a distal end portion
another embodiment of inner RF cutting sleeve.
FIG. 7A is a cross sectional view of the inner RF
cutting sleeve of FIG. 6B taken along line 7A-
7AofFIG. 6B.
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FIG. 7B is another cross sectional view of the inner
RF cutting sleeve of FIG. 6B taken along line 7B-7B
of FIG. 6B.
FIG. 8 is a schematic view of a distal end portion of
another embodiment of inner RF cutting sleeve.
FIG. 9A is a cross sectional view of the RF cutting
sleeve of FIG. 8 taken along line 9A-9A of FIG. 8.
FIG. 9B is a cross sectional view of the RF cutting
sleeve of FIG. 8 taken along line 9B-9B of FIG. 8.
FIG. 10A is a perspective view of the working end of
the tissue-cutting device of FIG. 1 with the recipro-
cating RF cutting sleeve in a non-extended position.
FIG. 10B is a perspective view of the tissue-cutting
device of FIG. 1 with the reciprocating RF cutting
sleeve in a partially extended position.
FIG. 10C is a perspective view of the tissue-cutting
device of FIG. 1 with the reciprocating RF cutting
sleeve in a fully extended position across the tissue-
receiving window.
FIG. 11A is a sectional view of the working end of
the tissue-cutting device of FIG. 10A with the recip-
rocating RF cutting sleeve in a non-extended posi-
tion.
FIG. 11B is a sectional view of the working end of
FIG. 10B with the reciprocating RF cutting sleeve in
a partially extended position.
FIG. 11C is a sectional view of the working end of
FIG. 10C with the reciprocating RF cutting sleeve in
a fully extended position.
FIG. 12A is an enlarged sectional view of the working
end of tissue-cutting device of FIG. 11B with the re-
ciprocating RF cutting sleeve in a partially extended
position showing the RF field in a first RF mode and
plasma cutting of tissue.
FIG. 12B is an enlarged sectional view of the working
end of FIG. 11C with the reciprocating RF cutting
sleeve almost fully extended and showing the RF
fields switching to a second RF mode from a first RF
mode shown in FIG. 12.
FIG. 12C is an enlarged sectional view of the working
end of FIG. 11C with the reciprocating RF cutting
sleeve again almost fully extended and showing the
explosive vaporization of a captured liquid volume
to expel cut tissue in the proximal direction.
FIG. 13 is an enlarged perspective view of a portion
of the working end of FIG. 12C showing an interior
chamber and a fluted projecting element.
FIG. 14 is a sectional view of the working end of FIG.
12C showing an interior chamber and a variation of
a projecting element.
FIG. 15 is a sectional view of the working end of FIG.
12C showing an interior chamber and a variation of
a projecting element configured to explosively va-
porize the captured liquid volume.
FIG. 16 is a schematic view of a system for fibroid
removal including a fluid management system.
FIG. 17 is a longitudinal sectional view of a working
end similar to that of FIGS. 11A-11C showing a max-

imum cut volume.
FIG. 18 is a schematic view of a fluid management
system corresponding to the invention.
FIG. 19 is a box diagram showing various pump and
filter components of the fluid management system
of FIG. 18.
FIG. 20 is a view of the distal end of a cutting probe
showing an electrical sensor for sensing tissue con-
tact coupled to a controller of a fluid management
system as in FIG. 18.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] FIG. 1 illustrates an assembly that comprises
an endoscope 50 used for hysteroscopy together with a
tissue-extraction device 100 extending through a working
channel 102 of the endoscope. The endoscope or hys-
teroscope 50 has a handle 104 coupled to an elongated
shaft 105 having a diameter of 5 mm to 7 mm. The work-
ing channel 102 therein may be round, D-shaped or any
other suitable shape. The endoscope shaft 105 is further
configured with an optics channel 106 and one or more
fluid inflow/outflow channels 108a, 108b (FIG. 3) that
communicate with valve-connectors 110a, 110b config-
ured for coupling to a fluid inflow source 120 thereto, or
optionally a negative pressure source 125 (FIGS. 1-2).
The fluid inflow source 120 is a component of a fluid man-
agement system 126 as is known in the art (FIG. 2) which
comprises a fluid container 128 and pump mechanism
130 which pumps fluid through the hysteroscope 50 into
the uterine cavity. As can be seen in FIG. 2, the fluid
management system 126 further includes the negative
pressure source 125 (which can comprise an operating
room wall suction source) coupled to the tissue-cutting
device 100. The handle 104 of the endoscope includes
the angled extension portion 132 with optics to which a
videoscopic camera 135 can be operatively coupled. A
light source 136 also is coupled to light coupling 138 on
the handle of the hysteroscope 50. The working channel
102 of the hysteroscope is configured for insertion and
manipulation of the tissue-cutting and extracting device
100, for example to treat and remove fibroid tissue. In
one embodiment, the hysteroscope shaft 105 has an ax-
ial length of 21 cm, and can comprise a 0° scope, or 15°
to 30° scope.
[0023] Still referring to FIG. 1, the tissue-cutting device
100 has a highly elongated shaft assembly 140 config-
ured to extend through the working channel 102 in the
hysteroscope. A handle 142 of the tissue-cutting device
100 is adapted for manipulating the electrosurgical work-
ing end 145 of the device. In use, the handle 142 can be
manipulated both rotationally and axially, for example, to
orient the working end 145 to cut targeted fibroid tissue.
The tissue-cutting device 100 has subsystems coupled
to its handle 142 to enable electrosurgical cutting of tar-
geted tissue. A radio frequency generator or RF source
150 and controller 155 are coupled to at least one RF
electrode carried by the working end 145 as will be de-
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scribed in detail below. In one embodiment shown in FIG.
1, an electrical cable 156 and negative pressure source
125 are operatively coupled to a connector 158 in handle
142. The electrical cable couples the RF source 150 to
the electrosurgical working end 145. The negative pres-
sure source 125 communicates with a tissue-extraction
channel 160 in the shaft assembly 140 of the tissue ex-
traction device 100 (FIG. 4).
[0024] FIG. 1 further illustrates a seal housing 162 that
carries a flexible seal 164 carried by the hysteroscope
handle 104 for sealing the shaft 140 of the tissue-cutting
device 100 in the working channel 102 to prevent dis-
tending fluid from escaping from a uterine cavity.
[0025] In one embodiment as shown in FIG. 1, the han-
dle 142 of tissue-cutting device 100 includes a motor
drive 165 for reciprocating or otherwise moving a cutting
component of the electrosurgical working end 145 as will
be described below. The handle 142 optionally includes
one or more actuator buttons 166 for actuating the device.
In another embodiment, a footswitch can be used to op-
erate the device. In one embodiment, the system in-
cludes a switch or control mechanism to provide a plu-
rality of reciprocation speeds, for example 1 Hz, 2 Hz , 3
Hz, 4 Hz and up to 8 Hz. Further, the system can include
a mechanism for moving and locking the reciprocating
cutting sleeve in a non-extended position and in an ex-
tended position. Further, the system can include a mech-
anism for actuating a single reciprocating stroke.
[0026] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4, an electrosurgical
tissue-cutting device has an elongate shaft assembly 140
extending about longitudinal axis 168 comprising an ex-
terior or first outer sleeve 170 with passageway or lumen
172 therein that accommodates a second or inner sleeve
175 that can reciprocate (and optionally rotate or oscil-
late) in lumen 172 to cut tissue as is known in that art of
such tubular cutters. In one embodiment, the tissue-re-
ceiving window 176 in the outer sleeve 170 has an axial
length ranging between 10 mm and 30 mm and extends
in a radial angle about outer sleeve 170 from about 45°
to 210° relative to axis 168 of the sleeve. The outer and
inner sleeves 170 and 175 can comprise a thin-wall stain-
less steel material and function as opposing polarity elec-
trodes as will be described in detail below. FIGS. 6A-8
illustrate insulative layers carried by the outer and inner
sleeves 170 and 175 to limits, control and/or prevent un-
wanted electrical current flows between certain portions
go the sleeve. In one embodiment, a stainless steel outer
sleeve 170 has an O.D. of 0.143" with an I.D. of 0.133"
and with an inner insulative layer (described below) the
sleeve has a nominal I.D. of 0.125". In this embodiment,
the stainless steel inner sleeve 175 has an O.D. of 0.120"
with an I.D. of 0.112". The inner sleeve 175 with an outer
insulative layer has a nominal O.D. of about 0.123" to
0.124" to reciprocate in lumen 172. In other embodi-
ments, outer and or inner sleeves can be fabricated of
metal, plastic, ceramic of a combination thereof. The
cross-section of the sleeves can be round, oval or any
other suitable shape.

[0027] As can be seen in FIG. 4, the distal end 177 of
inner sleeve 175 comprises a first polarity electrode with
distal cutting electrode edge 180 about which plasma
can be generated. The electrode edge 180 also can be
described as an active electrode during tissue cutting
since the electrode edge 180 then has a substantially
smaller surface area than the opposing polarity or return
electrode. In one embodiment in FIG. 4, the exposed
surfaces of outer sleeve 170 comprises the second po-
larity electrode 185, which thus can be described as the
return electrode since during use such an electrode sur-
face has a substantially larger surface area compared to
the functionally exposed surface area of the active elec-
trode edge 180.
[0028] In one aspect of the invention, the inner sleeve
or cutting sleeve 175 has an interior tissue extraction
lumen 160 with first and second interior diameters that
are adapted to electrosurgically cut tissue volumes rap-
idly-and thereafter consistently extract the cut tissue
strips through the highly elongated lumen 160 without
clogging. Now referring to FIGS. 5 and 6A, it can be seen
that the inner sleeve 175 has a first diameter portion 190A
that extends from the handle 142 (FIG. 1) to a distal region
192 of the sleeve 175 wherein the tissue extraction lumen
transitions to a smaller second diameter lumen 190B with
a reduced diameter indicated at B which is defined by
the electrode sleeve element 195 that provides cutting
electrode edge 180. The axial length C of the reduced
cross-section lumen 190B can range from about 2 mm
to 20 mm. In one embodiment, the first diameter A is
0.112" and the second reduced diameter B is 0.100". As
shown in FIG. 5, the inner sleeve 175 can be an electri-
cally conductive stainless steel and the reduced diameter
electrode portion also can comprise a stainless steel
electrode sleeve element 195 that is welded in place by
weld 196 (FIG. 6A). In another alternative embodiment,
the electrode and reduced diameter electrode sleeve el-
ement 195 comprises a tungsten tube that can be press
fit into the distal end 198 of inner sleeve 175. FIGS. 5
and 6A further illustrates the interfacing insulation layers
202 and 204 carried by the first and second sleeves 170,
175, respectively. In FIG. 6A, the outer sleeve 170 is lined
with a thin-wall insulative material 200, such as PFA, or
another material described below. Similarly, the inner
sleeve 175 has an exterior insulative layer 202. These
coating materials can be lubricious as well as electrically
insulative to reduce friction during reciprocation of the
inner sleeve 175.
[0029] The insulative layers 200 and 202 described
above can comprise a lubricious, hydrophobic or hy-
drophilic polymeric material. For example, the material
can comprise a biocompatible material such as PFA, TE-
FLON®, polytetrafluroethylene (PTFE), FEP (Fluorinat-
ed ethylenepropylene), polyethylene, polyamide, ECT-
FE (Ethylenechlorotrifluoro-ethylene), ETFE, PVDF, pol-
yvinyl chloride or silicone.
[0030] Now turning to FIG. 6B, another variation of in-
ner sleeve 175 is illustrated in a schematic view together
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with a tissue volume being resected with the plasma elec-
trode edge 180. In this embodiment, as in other embod-
iments in this disclosure, the RF source operates at se-
lected operational parameters to create a plasma around
the electrode edge 180 of electrode sleeve 195 as is
known in the art. Thus, the plasma generated at electrode
edge 180 can cut and ablate a path P in the tissue 220,
and is suited for cutting fibroid tissue and other abnormal
uterine tissue. In FIG. 6B, the distal portion of the cutting
sleeve 175 includes a ceramic collar 222 which is adja-
cent the distal edge 180 of the electrode sleeve 195. The
ceramic 222 collar functions to confine plasma formation
about the distal electrode edge 180 and functions further
to prevent plasma from contacting and damaging the pol-
ymer insulative layer 202 on the cutting sleeve 175 during
operation. In one aspect of the invention, the path P cut
in the tissue 220 with the plasma at electrode edge 180
provides a path P having an ablated width indicated at
W, wherein such path width W is substantially wide due
to tissue vaporization. This removal and vaporization of
tissue in path P is substantially different than the effect
of cutting similar tissue with a sharp blade edge, as in
various prior art devices. A sharp blade edge can divide
tissue (without cauterization) but applies mechanical
force to the tissue and may prevent a large cross section
slug of tissue from being cut. In contrast, the plasma at
the electrode edge 180 can vaporize a path P in tissue
without applying any substantial force on the tissue to
thus cut larger cross sections or slugs strips of tissue.
Further, the plasma cutting effect reduces the cross sec-
tion of tissue strip 225 received in the tissue-extraction
lumen 190B. FIG. 6B depicts a tissue strip to 225 entering
lumen 190B which has such a smaller cross-section than
the lumen due to the vaporization of tissue. Further, the
cross section of tissue 225 as it enters the larger cross-
section lumen 190A results in even greater free space
196 around the tissue strip 225. Thus, the resection of
tissue with the plasma electrode edge 180, together with
the lumen transition from the smaller cross-section
(190B) to the larger cross-section (190A) of the tissue-
extraction lumen 160 can significantly reduce or eliminate
the potential for successive resected tissue strips 225 to
clog the lumen. Prior art resection devices with such small
diameter tissue-extraction lumen typically have problems
with tissue clogging.
[0031] In another aspect of the invention, the negative
pressure source 225 coupled to the proximal end of tis-
sue-extraction lumen 160 (see FIGS. 1 and 4) also as-
sists in aspirating and moving tissue strips 225 in the
proximal direction to a collection reservoir (not shown)
outside the handle 142 of the device.
[0032] FIGS. 7A-7B illustrate the change in lumen di-
ameter of cutting sleeve 175 of FIG. 6B. FIG. 8 illustrates
the distal end of a variation of cutting sleeve 175’ which
is configured with an electrode cutting element 195’ that
is partially tubular in contrast to the previously described
tubular electrode element 195 (FIGS. 5 and 6A). FIGS.
9A-9B again illustrate the change in cross-section of the

tissue- extraction lumen between reduced cross-section
region 190B’and the increased cross-section region
190A’ of the cutting sleeve 175’ of FIG. 8. Thus, the func-
tionality remains the same whether the cutting electrode
element 195’ is tubular or partly tubular. In FIG. 8A, the
ceramic collar 222’ is shown, in one variation, as extend-
ing only partially around sleeve 175 to cooperate with the
radial angle of cutting electrode element 195’. Further,
the variation of FIG. 8 illustrates that the ceramic collar
222’ has a larger outside diameter than insulative layer
202. Thus, friction may be reduced since the short axial
length of the ceramic collar 222’ interfaces and slides
against the interfacing insulative layer 200 about the in-
ner surface of lumen 172 of outer sleeve 170.
[0033] In general, one aspect of the invention compris-
es a tissue cutting and extracting device (FIGS. 10A-11C)
that includes first and second concentric sleeves having
an axis and wherein the second (inner) sleeve 175 has
an axially-extending tissue-extraction lumen therein, and
wherein the second sleeve 175 is moveable between ax-
ially non-extended and extended positions relative to a
tissue-receiving window 176 in first sleeve 170 to resect
tissue, and wherein the tissue extraction lumen 160 has
first and second cross-sections. The second sleeve 175
has a distal end configured as a plasma electrode edge
180 to resect tissue disposed in tissue-receiving window
176 of the first sleeve 170. Further, the distal end of the
second sleeve, and more particularly, the electrode edge
180 is configured for plasma ablation of a substantially
wide path in the tissue. In general, the tissue-extraction
device is configured with a tissue extraction lumen 160
having a distal end portion with a reduced cross-section
that is smaller than a cross-section of medial and proxi-
mal portions of the lumen 160.
[0034] In one aspect of the invention, referring to FIGS.
7A-7B and 9A-9B, the tissue-extraction lumen 160 has
a reduced cross-sectional area in lumen region 190A
proximate the plasma cutting tip or electrode edge 180
wherein said reduced cross section is less that 95%,
90%, 85% or 80% than the cross sectional area of medial
and proximal portions 190B of the tissue-extraction lu-
men, and wherein the axial length of the tissue-extraction
lumen is at least 10 cm, 20 cm, 30 cm or 40 cm. In one
embodiment of tissue-cutting device 100 for hystero-
scopic fibroid cutting and extraction (FIG. 1), the shaft
assembly 140 of the tissue-cutting device is 35 cm in
length.
[0035] FIGS. 10A-10C illustrate the working end 145
of the tissue-cutting device 100 with the reciprocating
cutting sleeve or inner sleeve 175 in three different axial
positions relative to the tissue receiving window 176 in
outer sleeve 170. In FIG. 10A, the cutting sleeve 175 is
shown in a retracted or non-extended position in which
the sleeve 175 is at it proximal limit of motion and is pre-
pared to advance distally to an extended position to there-
by electrosurgically cut tissue positioned in and/or suc-
tioned into in window 176. FIG. 10B shows the cutting
sleeve 175 moved and advanced distally to a partially
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advanced or medial position relative to tissue cutting win-
dow 176. FIG. 10C illustrates the cutting sleeve 175 fully
advanced and extended to the distal limit of its motion
wherein the plasma cutting electrode 180 has extended
past the distal end 226 of tissue-receiving window 176
at which moment the resected tissue strip 225 in excised
from tissue volume 220 and captured in reduced cross-
sectional lumen region 190A.
[0036] Now referring to FIGS. 10A-10C and FIGS.
11A-11C, another aspect of the invention comprises "tis-
sue displacement" mechanisms provided by multiple el-
ements and processes to "displace" and move tissue
strips 225 in the proximal direction in lumen 160 of cutting
sleeve 175 to thus ensure that tissue does not clog the
lumen of the inner sleeve 175. As can seen in FIG. 10A
and the enlarged views of FIGS. 11A-11C, one tissue
displacement mechanism comprises a projecting ele-
ment 230 that extends proximally from distal tip 232 which
is fixedly attached to outer sleeve 170. The projecting
element 230 extends proximally along central axis 168
in a distal chamber 240 defined by outer sleeve 170 and
distal tip 232. In one embodiment depicted in FIG. 11A,
the shaft-like projecting element 230, in a first functional
aspect, comprises a mechanical pusher that functions to
push a captured tissue strip 225 proximally from the small
cross-section lumen 190B of cutting sleeve 175 as the
cutting sleeve 175 moves to its fully advanced or extend-
ed position. In a second functional aspect, the chamber
240 in the distal end of sleeve 170 is configured to capture
a volume of saline distending fluid 244 from the working
space, and wherein the existing RF electrodes of the
working end 145 are further configured to explosively va-
porize the captured fluid 244 to generate proximally-di-
rected forces on tissue strips 225 resected and disposed
in lumen 160 of the cutting sleeve 175. Both of these two
functional elements and processes (tissue displacement
mechanisms) can apply a substantial mechanical force
on the captured tissue strips 225 by means of the explo-
sive vaporization of liquid in chamber 240 and can func-
tion to move tissue strips 225 in the proximal direction in
the tissue-extraction lumen 160. It has been found that
using the combination of multiple functional elements and
processes can virtually eliminate the potential for tissue
clogging the tissue extraction lumen 160.
[0037] More in particular, FIGS. 12A-12C illustrate se-
quentially the functional aspects of the tissue displace-
ment mechanisms and the explosive vaporization of fluid
captured in chamber 240. In FIG. 12A, the reciprocating
cutting sleeve 175 is shown in a medial position advanc-
ing distally wherein plasma at the cutting electrode edge
180 is cutting a tissue strip 225 that is disposed within
lumen 160 of the cutting sleeve 175. In FIG. 12A-12C, it
can be seen that the system operates in first and second
electrosurgical modes corresponding to the reciprocation
and axial range of motion of cutting sleeve 175 relative
to the tissue-receiving window 176. As used herein, the
term "electrosurgical mode" refers to which electrode of
the two opposing polarity electrodes functions as an "ac-

tive electrode" and which electrode functions as a "return
electrode". The terms "active electrode" and "return elec-
trode" are used in accordance with convention in the art-
wherein an active electrode has a smaller surface area
than the return electrode which thus focuses RF energy
density about such an active electrode. In the working
end 145 of FIGS. 10A-11C, the cutting electrode element
195 and its cutting electrode edge 180 must comprise
the active electrode to focus energy about the electrode
to generate the plasma for tissue cutting. Such a high-
intensity, energetic plasma at the electrode edge 180 is
needed throughout stroke X indicated in FIG. 12A-12B
to cut tissue. The first mode occurs over an axial length
of travel of inner cutting sleeve 175 as it crosses the tis-
sue-receiving window 176, at which time the entire exte-
rior surface of outer sleeve 170 comprises the return elec-
trode indicated at 185. The electrical fields EF of the first
RF mode are indicated generally in FIG. 12A.
[0038] FIG. 12B illustrates the moment in time at which
the distal advancement or extension of inner cutting
sleeve 175 entirely crossed the tissue-receiving window
176. At this time, the electrode sleeve 195 and its elec-
trode edge 180 are confined within the mostly insulated-
wall chamber 240 defined by the outer sleeve 170 and
distal tip 232. At this moment, the system is configured
to switch to the second RF mode in which the electric
fields EF switch from those described previously in the
first RF mode. As can be seen in FIG. 12B, in this second
mode, the limited interior surface area 250 of distal tip
232 that interfaces chamber 240 functions as an active
electrode and the distal end portion of cutting sleeve 175
exposed to chamber 240 acts as a return electrode. In
this mode, very high energy densities occur about sur-
face 250 and such a contained electric field EF can ex-
plosively and instantly vaporize the fluid 244 captured in
chamber 240. The expansion of water vapor can be dra-
matic and can thus apply tremendous mechanical forces
and fluid pressure on the tissue strip 225 to move the
tissue strip in the proximal direction in the tissue extrac-
tion lumen 160. FIG. 12C illustrates such explosive or
expansive vaporization of the distention fluid 244 cap-
tured in chamber 240 and further shows the tissue strip
225 being expelled in the proximal direction the lumen
160 of inner cutting sleeve 175. FIG. 14 further shows
the relative surface areas of the active and return elec-
trodes at the extended range of motion of the cutting
sleeve 175, again illustrating that the surface area of the
non-insulated distal end surface 250 is small compared
to surface 255 of electrode sleeve which comprises the
return electrode.
[0039] Still referring to FIGS. 12A-12C, it has been
found that a single power setting on the RF source 150
and controller 155 can be configured both (i) to create
plasma at the electrode cutting edge 180 of electrode
sleeve 195 to cut tissue in the first mode, and (ii) to ex-
plosively vaporize the captured distention fluid 244 in the
second mode. Further, it has been found that the system
can function with RF mode-switching automatically at
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suitable reciprocation rates ranging from 0.5 cycles per
second to 8 or 10 cycles per second. In bench testing, it
has been found that the tissue-cutting device described
above can cut and extract tissue at the rate of from 4
grams/min to 8 grams/min without any potential for tissue
strips 225 clogging the tissue-extraction lumen 160. In
these embodiments, the negative pressure source 125
also is coupled to the tissue-extraction lumen 160 to as-
sist in applying forces for tissue extraction.
[0040] Of particular interest, the fluid-capture chamber
240 defined by sleeve 170 and distal tip 232 can be de-
signed to have a selected volume, exposed electrode
surface area, length and geometry to optimize the appli-
cation of expelling forces to resected tissue strips 225.
In one embodiment, the diameter of the chamber is 3.175
mm and the length is 5.0 mm which taking into account
the projecting element 230, provided a captured fluid vol-
ume of approximately 0.040 mL. In other variations, the
captured fluid volume can range from 0.004 to 0.080 mL.
[0041] In one example, a chamber 240 with a captured
liquid volume of 0.040 mL together with 100% conversion
efficiency in and instantaneous vaporization would re-
quire 103 Joules to heat the liquid from room temperature
to water vapor. In operation, since a Joule is a W*s, and
the system reciprocate at 3 Hz, the power required would
be on the order of 311 W for full, instantaneous conver-
sion to water vapor. A corresponding theoretical expan-
sion of 1700x would occur in the phase transition, which
would results in up to 25,000 psi instantaneously (14.7psi
x 1700), although due to losses in efficiency and non-
instantaneous expansion, the actual pressures would be
much less. In any event, the pressures are substantial
and can apply significant expelling forces to the captured
tissue strips 225.
[0042] Referring to FIG. 12A, the interior chamber 240
can have an axial length from about 0.5 mm to 10 mm
to capture a liquid volume ranging from about 0.004 mL
0.01 mL. It can be understood in FIG. 12A, that the interior
wall of chamber 240 has an insulator layer 200 which
thus limits the electrode surface area 250 exposed to
chamber 240. In one embodiment, the distal tip 232 is
stainless steel and is welded to outer sleeve 170. The
post element 248 is welded to tip 232 or machined as a
feature thereof. The projecting element 230 in this em-
bodiment is a non-conductive ceramic. FIG. 13 shows
the cross-section of the ceramic projecting element 230
which is fluted, which in one embodiment has three flute
elements 260 in three corresponding axial grooves 262
in its surface. Any number of flutes, channels or the like
is possible, for example from 2 to about 20. The purpose
of this design is to provide a significant cross-sectional
area at the proximal end of the projecting element 230
to push the tissue strip 225, while at the same time the
three grooves 262 permit the proximally-directed jetting
of water vapor to impact the tissue exposed to the
grooves 262. In one embodiment, the axial length D of
the projecting element 230 is configured to push tissue
entirely out of the reduced cross-sectional region 190B

of the electrode sleeve element 195. In another embod-
iment, the volume of the chamber 240 is configured to
capture liquid that when explosively vaporized provided
a gas (water vapor) volume sufficient to expand into and
occupy at least the volume defined by a 10% of the total
length of extraction channel 160 in the device, at least
20% of the extraction channel 160, at least 40% of the
extraction channel 160, at least 60% of the extraction
channel 160, at least 80% of the extraction channel 160
or at least 100% of the extraction channel 160.
[0043] As can be understood from FIGS. 12A to 12C,
the distending fluid 244 in the working space replenishes
the captured fluid in chamber 240 as the cutting sleeve
175 moves in the proximal direction or towards its non-
extended position. Thus, when the cutting sleeve 175
again moves in the distal direction to cut tissue, the inte-
rior chamber 240 is filled with fluid 244 which is then again
contained and is then available for explosive vaporization
as described above when the cutting sleeve 175 closes
the tissue-receiving window 176. In another embodi-
ment, a one-way valve can be provided in the distal tip
232 to draw fluid directly into interior chamber 240 without
the need for fluid to migrate through window 176.
[0044] FIG. 15 illustrates another variation in which the
active electrode surface area 250’ in the second mode
comprises a projecting element 230 with conductive re-
gions and non-conductive regions 260 which can have
the effect of distributing the focused RF energy delivery
over a plurality of discrete regions each in contact with
the captured fluid 244. This configuration can more effi-
ciently vaporize the captured fluid volume in chamber
240. In one embodiment, the conductive regions 250’
can comprise metal discs or washers on post 248. In
other variation (not shown) the conductive regions 250’
can comprise holes, ports or pores in a ceramic material
260 fixed over an electrically conductive post 248.
[0045] In another embodiment, the RF source 150 and
controller 155 can be programmed to modulate energy
delivery parameters during stroke X and stroke Y in FIGS.
12A-12C to provide the optimal energy (i) for plasma cut-
ting with electrode edge 180, and (ii) for explosively va-
porizing the captured fluid in chamber 240.
[0046] It should be appreciated that while an RF source
is suitable for causing explosive vaporization of the cap-
tured fluid volume, any other energy source can be used
and falls within the scope of the invention, such as an
ultrasound tranducer, HIFU, a laser or light energy
source, a microwave or a resistive heat source.
[0047] In another embodiment, the probe can be con-
figured with a lumen in communication with a remote liq-
uid source to deliver fluid to the interior chamber 240.
[0048] FIG. 16 illustrates an embodiment of a hyster-
oscopic system 400 for fibroid cutting and extraction that
comprises a hysteroscope 50 and cutting tool 100 as
describe above together with an integrated fluid manage-
ment system 402. The fluid management system is inte-
grated with controller 150 which controls the positive
pressure source 125 and the negative pressure source
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140 for controlling all inflows of distending fluid and out-
flows of distending fluid. It has been found that the probe
100 and internal RF cutting sleeve 175 can be extremely
efficient in cutting tissue slugs or strips when engaging
tissue under suitable slight contacting pressure. In use,
the system can cut tissue on each extending stroke that
can approximate the theoretical maximum "cut volume"-
which term I used herein to describe the cylindrical tissue
volume defined by the inner diameter of reduced cross
section 190B of RF sleeve 195 and the length of the
stroke (or longitudinal window dimension) and is depicted
in FIG. 17. In other words, FIG. 17 illustrates the potential
tissue volume that can be cut in a single extending stroke
of the cutting sleeve 175. In one embodiment, the cut
volume can comprise 55 mm3 wherein the inner bore of
lumen 190B is 0.85" and the window 176 is 15 mm in
length Z. In other embodiments which still maintain the
O.D. of the outer sleeve 170 at 0.145" or less, and by
providing a larger lumen 190B, the cut volume can be at
least 60 mm3, 65 mm3 or 70 mm3. The definition of cut
volume does not separately distinguish the slight thick-
ness of tissue that is cut by the RF plasma-which is va-
porized altogether.
[0049] In actual operation, the efficiency has been
found to be very high, wherein the efficiency is defined
as the percentage of maximum cut volume that is cut per
stroke. For example, the probe’s efficiency can be 80%,
90% or 100% on each extending stroke after which the
tissue is then extracted by means described above after
extension of the cutting sleeve 175 past the window 176.
[0050] It can be easily understood that if the cutting
efficiency is very high as described above, the reduced
cross section lumen 190B and extraction lumen 160 will
be substantially occupied by tissue during operation and
thus leave little room for distending fluid to be extracted
with the tissue strips or slugs. This aspect of the invention
is highly advantageous as the risk of intravasation can
be reduced, the fluid management system can be sim-
plified and the fluid management system can be more
compact and potential well-suited for office-based pro-
cedures instead of hospital operating rooms.
[0051] Referring to FIG. 16, in one system embodiment
with lumen dimensions described above, if the system is
left "open" with the ablation probe’s working end 145 dis-
posed in a sealed and distended cavity 405 (e.g. a uterine
cavity) and the negative pressure source operated at a
level of approximately 600 mmHg, when a suitable pres-
sure is applied to distend the cavity-then a flow rate will
range from about 550 mL/min to 700 mL/min flowing
through the open system. In actual operation, it has been
found that the efficiency of the RF cutting system can
reduce the inflows to less 400 mL/min, less than 300
mL/min and as low as 200 mL/min. In this system, a cer-
vical seal 420 is used to prevent leakage of distending
fluid from the cavity 422.
[0052] In general, a method of the invention for cutting
and extracting tissue from a body cavity comprises dis-
tending a body cavity with distending fluid inflow, cutting

tissue with a reciprocating RF cutting sleeve configured
to reciprocate and capture tissue strips in a distal portion
of an extraction lumen of an elongate probe, extracting
the tissue strips and distending fluid at least in part by
applying negative pressure to the extraction lumen there-
by causing a distending fluid outflow, and managing the
fluid inflows and outflows with a controller to limit distend-
ing fluid inflows to less than 400 mL/min.
[0053] In such a method, the probe can have an ex-
traction lumen 160 that has a mean diameter of at least
0.085", at least 0.090", at least 0.095" or at least 0.100",
wherein the larger lumens obviously increase the diffi-
culty in lowering fluid inflow rates. The method includes
operating the RF cutting sleeve in a reciprocation range
of 0.5 Hz to 4.0 Hz. The method allows the RF cutting
sleeve to cuts tissue at the rate of at least 2 grams/min,
at least 3 grams/min or at least 4 grams/min. In this meth-
od, the controller can further limit the fluid inflows to less
than 300 mL/min, less than 250 mL/min or less than 200
mL/min.
[0054] In another variation for reducing the inflows of
distending fluids, the controller 155 can modulates in-
flows and/or outflows depending on which portion or po-
sition of the stroke of the RF cutting sleeve 175. For ex-
ample, the controller can use maximum suction for only
a selected initial portion of the extending stroke (e.g.,
20%, 30%,40%, 50% or 60%) after which time the tissue
that was suctioned into the window 176 will not have time
to rebound outwardly before being cut. Further, when the
sleeve 175 is in its retraction stroke, the negative pres-
sure can be reduced since the movement of the sleeve
itself is moving the tissue proximally in the extraction lu-
men 160. In another variation, the negative pressure can
be pulsed.
[0055] In another variation for reducing the inflows of
distending fluids into the body cavity, the controller 155
can modulate inflows and/or outflows in response to
measured fluid pressure in the body cavity. The probe
100 can carry a pressure sensor, or pressure sensor can
be introduced through the hysteroscope. In another var-
iation, the controller can modulate inflows and/or outflows
at least in part in response to a measured negative pres-
sure in communication with the extraction lumen. In an-
other method, the controller 155 can compare intracavity
pressure and applied negative pressure and modulate
either inflows or outflow negative pressure.
[0056] In general, a method of cutting and extracting
tissue from a body cavity comprises distending a body
cavity with distending fluid inflow, cutting tissue with a
reciprocating RF cutting sleeve configured to reciprocate
and capture tissue strips in a distal portion of an extraction
lumen of an elongate probe, extracting the tissue strips
and distending fluid at least in part by applying negative
pressure to the extraction lumen thereby causing a dis-
tending fluid outflow, and modulating at least one of an
inflow rate or an outflow rate in response to feedback
from a sensor system. The sensor can be configured to
measure pressure in the body cavity, to measure nega-
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tive pressure coupled to the extraction lumen, or to com-
pare pressure in the body cavity and the negative pres-
sure coupled to the extraction lumen.
[0057] In another aspect of the invention, a method of
cutting and extracting tissue from a body cavity compris-
es distending a body cavity with distending fluid inflow,
cutting tissue with a reciprocating RF cutting sleeve con-
figured to reciprocate and capture tissue strips in a distal
portion of an extraction lumen of an elongate probe, ex-
tracting the tissue strips and distending fluid at least in
part by applying negative pressure to the extraction lu-
men thereby causing a distending fluid outflow; and mod-
ulating at least one operational parameter in response
to feedback signals from sensors coupled to a controller.
The operational parameters can be selected from the
group consisting of applied RF power, fluid inflow rate,
fluid inflow pressure, reciprocation rate and negative
pressure coupled to the extraction lumen. The feedback
signals can be selected from the group consisting of im-
pedance, capacitance of compositions in the extraction
lumen, fluid pressure level in the body cavity, reciproca-
tion rate and negative pressure level in the extraction
lumen.
[0058] In another aspect of the invention, referring to
FIG. 17, a medical system for cutting and extracting tis-
sue form a body cavity comprises a probe comprising a
windowed outer sleeve and a concentric inner RF cutting
sleeve that defines a per stroke cutting volume of at least
50 mm3, and a fluid management system comprising a
distending fluid source, a pump mechanism and a con-
troller for controlling inflows and outflows of a distending
fluid from the body cavity, wherein the fluid management
system is configured to deliver a distension fluid volume
of less than 400 mL/min, less than 300 mL/min or less
than 200 mL/min. In another variation, the RF cutting
sleeve defines a per stroke cutting volume of at least 55
mm3, 60 mm3, 65 mm3 or 70 mm3. The reciprocation of
the RF cutting sleeve can be in the range of 0.5 Hz to
4.0 Hz.
[0059] In general, a medical system of the invention
for cutting and extracting tissue form a body cavity com-
prises a probe comprising a windowed outer sleeve and
a concentric inner RF cutting sleeve configured to cut
tissue at a rate of at least 3 grams/min, and a fluid man-
agement system comprising a distending fluid source, a
pump mechanism and a controller for controlling inflows
and outflows of a distending fluid from the body cavity,
wherein the fluid management system is configured to
deliver a distension fluid volume of less than 400 mL/min,
less than 300 mL/min or less than 200 mL/min.
[0060] FIGS. 18-19 illustrate a fluid management sys-
tem 500 that can be used when treating tissue in a body
space, cavity or potential space, and is depicted sche-
matically in a hysteroscopic system embodiment for cut-
ting and extraction of fibroids or other abnormal intra-
uterine tissue. A body cavity or uterine cavity 422 is
shown with a cervical seal 420 positioned in the external
cervical os and cervical canal. The fluid management

system 500 again is integrated with a controller 155 that
is configured to control the positive pressure source 125
(or pump 125’) and the negative pressure source 140 (or
pump 140’) for controlling inflows of distending fluid from
source 120 and outflows of such distending fluid. In this
embodiment, a probe 100 is shown with the working end
145 disposed in the uterine cavity 422.
[0061] Referring to FIG. 18, in general, the fluid man-
agement system 500 of the invention comprises a source
or container 120 of distending fluid, a pumping system
for maintaining the distension of a body cavity, a filter
system 510 for filtering distending fluid that is recovered
from the body cavity and a further subsystem for returning
the filtered fluid to the source 120. The use of such re-
covered and filtered fluid and the replenishment of the
fluid supply 120 is advantageous because (i) the closed-
loop fluid management system 500 system can effective-
ly measure fluid deficit to thereby monitor intravasation
to thereby insure patient safety, (ii) the system can be
set up and operated in a much more time-efficient manner
that prior art fluid deficit monitoring systems, and (ii) the
system can be very compact and less expensive to en-
able office-based procedures.
[0062] FIG. 19 illustrates the fluid management system
500 in more detail wherein a first pump 125’ provides an
inflow of a distending fluid from fluid source 120 into the
body cavity or potential space 422 at a suitable rate, e.g.,
ranging from 200 mL/min to 750 mL/min. The system has
a second pump 140’ to assist in removing and recovering
fluid removed from space 422. A tissue collection reser-
voir 515 collects resected tissue strips. Thereafter, the
recovered fluid is moved by pump 140’ into the filter sys-
tem 510. More in particular, the filter system 510 com-
prises a first filter 520 or macro filter that accommodates
high flows from about 200 mL/min to 2000 mL/min and
is adapted for removing cells and particulate matter from
the fluid flow. In one variation, the first filter 520 has pore
size of about 10 microns, 5 microns or 1 micron. As can
be seen in FIG. 19, the second filter or micro filter 525 is
a low volume filter for use in ultra-filtration of fluids as is
known in the art and is adapted for the removal of mol-
ecules having a weight greater than 100 kD or 50 kD.
The debris or blood constituents filtered from the micro
filter is collected in blood collection reservoir 528 (FIG.
19). In one variation, a pump 530 is provided for a looped
flow through the microfilter 525 to cleanse the distending
fluid for subsequent return to the fluid source or container
120.
[0063] In general, the fluid management system 500
corresponding to the invention comprises a first pump
for providing an inflow of a distending fluid from fluid
source 120 to the body cavity or potential space, a second
pump for removing and recovering fluid removed from
the space and a controller and filter system for filtering
recovered fluid and thereafter re-circulating the filtered
fluid to the fluid source 120.
[0064] In one embodiment, the fluid management sys-
tem 500 has a controller configured for operation in a
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pressure control mode wherein the first and second
pumps cooperate to deliver fluid to the space or cavity
422 (FIGS. 18-19) and maintain pressure therein within
a predetermined pressure range. In another variation,
the fluid management system has a controller configured
for operation in a flow control mode wherein the first and
second pumps cooperate to deliver fluid to the space
within a predetermined flow rate range.
[0065] The fluid management system 500 of FIGS.
18-19 can utilize at least one pressure sensor capable
of providing a pressure signal indicating fluid pressure in
the space 422 to enable or assist in operating in various
modes, for example, the pressure mode or the flow con-
trol mode. The pressure sensor can be disposed in an
inflow lumen that delivers the distending fluid inflow. In
another variation, the pressure sensor can be disposed
in a lumen that receives the distending fluid outflow.
[0066] In one embodiment, the fluid management sys-
tem has a controller 155 configured for calculation of a
fluid deficit that is measured as a difference between a
fluid volume delivered to the space 422 and a fluid volume
recovered from the space (see FIG. 18). The controller
155 can be configured to compare pressure signals from
at least two pressure sensors, wherein the controller is
further configured to terminate or stop the pump if two
pressure signals differ by a predetermined minimum
amount.
[0067] In another embodiment, the fluid management
system includes a disposable tubing set for delivering
fluid to a probe or hysteroscope introduced into the space
422, wherein the tubing set includes at least one pulse
dampener for use with a peristaltic or other pump (not
shown).
[0068] In another aspect of the invention, a method of
monitoring a fluid deficit is provided in the use of a fluid
management system in a treatment in a body space
which comprises (i) recording an initial reference volume
comprising a volume of distending fluid contained within
a supply container, a system capacity volume, and a vol-
ume of the space, (ii) inflowing distending fluid into the
space, recovering a fluid volume in an outflow from the
space and re-circulating the recovered fluid to the supply
container to provide a replenished volume, and (iii) cal-
culating the fluid deficit by subtracting the replenished
volume from the initial reference volume. The recording
step can include priming a supply tubing set and a sur-
gical device with the distending fluid. In another variation,
the recording step includes inflowing distending fluid into
the body space 422, and/or calculating the volume of the
body space by imaging means. The method can further
comprises sealing an access to the body space 422 to
prevent the loss of distending fluid into the environment,
such as in the use of a cervical seal. In another variation,
the method can capture fluid loss through the access to
the body space, measure such lost fluid volume, and cal-
culate the fluid deficit taking into account the lost fluid
volume. A user interface is provided in the controller 15
to monitor and signal one or more fluid deficit parameters

on an intermittent or continuous basis-wherein the signal
can be at least one of visual, aural and tactile.
[0069] Referring again to FIG.18, a method of using a
fluid management system in a treatment in a body cavity
comprises actuating a first pump to deliver a distending
fluid volume from a fluid source into the cavity, actuating
a second pump to remove and recover fluid from the cav-
ity, filtering the recovered fluid and re-circulating filtered
fluid to the fluid source. The controller is adapted to op-
erate in a first mode for maintaining distension of the
cavity wherein fluid pressure is maintained in the cavity
422 in a predetermined range. In one variation, the pre-
determined range is between 20 mmHg and 200 mmHg.
In another method, the controller operates in second
mode configured to maintain an inflow rate in a prede-
termined range, wherein the range is between 200
mL/min and 1000 mL/min. In one variation, the filtering
step includes flowing the recovered fluid through a first
filter mechanism to remove matter having mean cross
section of 1 micron and larger. The filtering step further
includes flowing the recovered fluid through at least a
second filter mechanism to remove molecules having a
weight greater than 50 kD. A pump 530 can be provided
to generate a pressure of at least 10 psi, 20 psi, 30 psi
or 40 psi for re-circulating a portion of the fluid outflow
through the at least one second filter mechanism. In one
variation, the system can return filtered fluid to the dis-
tending fluid source 120 with a fluid recovery rate of at
least 400 mL/min, 500 mL/min, 600 mL/min, 700 mL/min
or 800 mL/min.
[0070] In one embodiment, the fluid management sys-
tem 500 of FIG. 18 comprises a first pump for delivering
a distending fluid to a body space through a probe, a
second pump for providing fluid outflows from the space
through a probe extraction lumen, and a controller oper-
atively connected to the first and second pumps and the
probe wherein the controller is configured to modulate
the pumps to maintain a fluid pressure in the space in
response to an indicator signal that indicates the extrac-
tion lumen is in an open, partly open or closed configu-
ration. In this embodiment, the probe includes a win-
dowed outer sleeve and a concentric reciprocating inner
cutting sleeve wherein reciprocation of the cutting sleeve
adjusts the extraction lumen between the open, partly
open or closed configurations. Thus, the controller can
reduce needed flows through the system by reducing at
least one flow pressure (at pump 125’ or 140’ in FIG.19)
when the window is open and increasing at least one flow
pressure when the window is closed. In another variation,
the flow from either pump 125’ or 140’ can be pulsed.
[0071] In another variation of fluid management sys-
tem, the system can comprise at least one pump for de-
livering a distending fluid to a body space through a probe
and for providing fluid outflows from the space through
a probe extraction lumen, wherein the probe comprises
a windowed outer sleeve 170 and a reciprocating inner
cutting sleeve 175 (FIGS. 11A-11C) wherein such recip-
rocation moves the probe between window-open and

19 20 



EP 2 726 118 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

window-closed configurations and wherein a window-
closing mechanism is provided to move the probe to the
window-closed configuration in response to idling the re-
ciprocation. This system will assist in maintaining disten-
sion of the body cavity while at the same time reducing
the total volume of new fluid used in a procedure. In an-
other variation, the window-closing mechanism includes
a stroke sensing mechanism operatively connected to
the cutting sleeve 175 for determining the stage of a re-
ciprocating stroke of the cutting sleeve.
[0072] In another variation, the probe working end
comprises a windowed outer sleeve and a reciprocating
inner cutting sleeve wherein such reciprocation moves
the probe between window-open and window-closed
configurations and a controller and sensor system con-
figured to signal if the probe working end is engaging
tissue, and a controller algorithm configured to modulate
the at least one pump in response to the signal. In one
variation shown in FIG. 20, the sensor system comprises
at least one capacitance sensor 545 at the edge of the
window 176 on sleeve 170 which can measure a change
in capacitance and compare capacitance against a
stored library of values to determine whether the working
end 550 is engaging tissue or is only submersed in the
distending fluid. In response to the signal, the fluid man-
agement system can modulate and/or reduce flow pres-
sures when the working end is not engaging and cutting
tissue. In another variation, the capacitance sensor(s)
could be positioned on the cutting sleeve 175. In other
embodiments, the sensor system can be configured to
function as described above, wherein the sensor system
can be configured to measure impedance associated
with at RF cutting sleeve, can be configured to measure
pressure of compare pressures, or can be configured to
measure loads on the cutting sleeve with a load sensor.
[0073] Although particular embodiments of the present
invention have been described above in detail, it will be
understood that this description is merely for purposes
of illustration and the above description of the invention
is not exhaustive. Specific features of the invention are
shown in some drawings and not in others, and this is
for convenience only and any feature may be combined
with another in accordance with the invention. A number
of variations and alternatives will be apparent to one hav-
ing ordinary skills in the art. Particular features that are
presented in dependent claims can be combined. The
invention is defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A fluid management system to re-circulate a distend-
ing fluid in a body space or potential space, said sys-
tem comprising:

a fluid reservoir (120);
a tissue resecting probe (100);
an inflow pump (125) connectable to a fluid in-

flow lumen for providing an inflow of the distend-
ing fluid from the fluid reservoir (120) to the body
space or potential space;
an outflow pump (140) connectable to a fluid out-
flow lumen of the probe (100) for removing fluid
from the space and returning the removed fluid
to the fluid reservoir (120);
a filter arrangement (510) for removing waste
from the removed fluid before returning the re-
moved fluid to the fluid reservoir (120); and
a controller (155) for adjusting the flow rates of
the inflow pump (125) and of the outflow pump
(140) to maintain a pre-selected distending fluid
pressure in the body space or potential space.

2. The system of claim 1, comprising an endoscope
(50) used for hysteroscopy configured with an inflow
channel (108a, 108b) in communication with the fluid
inflow lumen.

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the probe (100) ex-
tends through a working channel (102) of the endo-
scope (50).

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the probe (100) has
a working end with a windowed outer sleeve (170)
and an inner sleeve (175) which reciprocates and/or
rotates in the outer sleeve (170).

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller (155)
is configured for operation in a pressure control
mode wherein the inflow and outflow pumps (125,
140) cooperate to deliver fluid to the space and main-
tain pressure therein with a predetermined pressure
range.

6. The system of claim 4, wherein the controller (155)
is configured to modulate the pumps (125, 140) in
response to a signal indicating that an extraction lu-
men of the inner sleeve (175) is in an open, partly
open or closed configuration, the open, partly open
or closed configuration resulting from reciprocation
and/or rotation of the inner sleeve (175) across the
window (176) of the outer sleeve (170).

7. The system of claim 4, wherein the inner sleeve (175)
comprises a first polarity electrode and the outer
sleeve (170) comprises a second polarity electrode.

8. The system of any one of the preceding claims, fur-
ther comprising at least one pressure sensor capable
of providing a pressure signal indicating fluid pres-
sure in the space or potential space.

9. The system of claim 4, wherein the probe (100) car-
ries a pressure sensor to measure pressure in the
body space.
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10. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the controller (155) periodically or continu-
ously calculates a fluid deficit measured as a differ-
ence between an initial reference volume in the fluid
reservoir (120) and a fluid volume recovered from
the space or potential space.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the controller (155)
is configured to alert the user to a fluid deficit param-
eter.

12. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the probe (100) is an electrosurgical device
configured to resect tissue at a rate of at least 2
grams/minute.

13. The system of claim 1 wherein the filter (510) is
adapted for removal of matter having a weight of
greater than 50 kD.

14. The system of claim 1 wherein the outflow pump
(140) is configured to provide a pressure of at least
69 kPa (10 psi).

Patentansprüche

1. Fluidbehandlungssystem zum Zurückführen eines
aufweitenden Fluids in einem Körperraum oder po-
tentiellen Raum, welches System aufweist:

einen Fluidbehälter (120);
eine Geweberesektionssonde (100);
eine Zuflusspumpe (125), die mit einem Fluid-
zuflusslumen verbindbar ist für die Bereitstel-
lung eines Zuflusses des erweiternden Fluids
aus dem Fluidbehälter (120) zu dem Körperr-
aum oder potentiellen Raum;
eine Ausflusspumpe (140), die mit einem Flui-
dausflusslumen der Sonde (100) verbindbar ist,
um Fluid aus dem Raum zu entfernen und das
entfernte Fluid zu dem Fluidbehälter (120) zu-
rückzuführen;
eine Filteranordnung (510) zum Entfernen von
Abfall aus dem entfernten Fluid, bevor das ent-
fernte Fluid zu dem Fluidbehälter (120) zurück-
geführt wird; und
eine Steuervorrichtung (155) zum Einstellen der
Strömungsraten der Zuflusspumpe (125) und
der Ausflusspumpe (140), um einen vorausge-
wählten Druck des erweiternden Fluids in dem
Körperraum oder potentiellen Raum aufrechtzu-
erhalten.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, aufweisend ein Endoskop
(50), das zur Hysteroskopie verwendet wird und mit
einem Zuflusskanal (108a, 108b) in Verbindung mit
dem Fluidzuflusslumen konfiguriert ist.

3. System nach Anspruch 2, bei dem die Sonde (100)
sich durch einen Arbeitskanal (102) des Endoskops
(50) erstreckt.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die Sonde (100)
ein Arbeitsende mit einer mit einem Fenster verse-
henen äußeren Manschette (170) und einer inneren
Manschette (175), die sich in der äußeren Manschet-
te (170) hin- und herbewegt und/oder dreht, hat.

5. System nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die Steuervor-
richtung (155) konfiguriert ist zum Betrieb in einem
Drucksteuermodus, bei dem die Zufluss- und die
Ausflusspumpe (125, 140) zusammenwirken, um
Fluid zu dem Raum zu liefern und den Druck in die-
sem in einem vorbestimmten Druckbereich aufrecht-
zuerhalten.

6. System nach Anspruch 4, bei dem die Steuervor-
richtung (155) konfiguriert ist zum Modulieren der
Pumpen (125, 140) als Antwort auf ein Signal, das
anzeigt, dass ein Extraktionslumen der inneren Man-
schette (175) in einer offenen, teilweise offenen oder
geschlossenen Konfiguration ist, wobei sich die of-
fene, teilweise offene oder geschlossene Konfigura-
tion aus der Hin- und Herbewegung und/oder der
Drehung der inneren Manschette (175) über das
Fenster (176) der äußeren Manschette (170) ergibt.

7. System nach Anspruch 4, bei dem die innere Man-
schette (175) eine Elektrode einer ersten Polarität
aufweist und die äußere Manschette (170) eine Elek-
trode einer zweiten Polarität aufweist.

8. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, weiterhin aufweisend zumindest einen Druck-
sensor, der in der Lage ist, ein Drucksignal bereit-
zustellen, das den Fluiddruck in dem Raum oder po-
tentiellen Raum anzeigt.

9. System nach Anspruch 4, bei dem die Sonde (100)
einen Drucksensor zum Messen des Drucks in dem
Körperraum trägt.

10. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, bei dem die Steuervorrichtung (155) periodisch
oder kontinuierlich ein Fluiddefizit berechnet, das als
eine Differenz zwischen einem anfänglichen Be-
zugsvolumen in dem Fluidbehälter (120) und einem
Fluidvolumen, das aus dem Raum oder potentiellen
Raum wiedergewonnen wurde, gemessen wird.

11. System nach Anspruch 10, bei dem die Steuervor-
richtung (155) konfiguriert ist zum Benachrichtigen
des Benutzers über einen Fluiddefizitparameter.

12. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, bei dem die Sonde (100) eine elektrochirurgi-
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sche Vorrichtung ist, die konfiguriert ist zur Resekti-
on von Gewebe mit einer Rate von zumindest 2
Gramm/Minute.

13. System nach Anspruch 1, bei dem das Filter (510)
ausgestaltet ist zur Entfernung von Material mit ei-
nem Gewicht von mehr als 50 kD.

14. System nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die Ausflusspum-
pe (140) konfiguriert ist zum Liefern eines Drucks
von zumindest 69 kPa (10 psi).

Revendications

1. Système de gestion de fluide pour faire circuler à
nouveau un fluide en distension dans un espace cor-
porel ou dans un espace potentiel, ledit système
comprenant :

un réservoir de fluide (120) ;
une sonde de résection de tissu (100) ;
une pompe de flux entrant (125) qui peut être
connectée à une lumière de flux entrant de fluide
pour produire un flux entrant du fluide en disten-
sion depuis le réservoir de fluide (120) jusqu’à
l’espace corporel ou jusqu’à l’espace potentiel ;
une pompe de flux sortant (140) qui peut être
connectée à une lumière de flux sortant de fluide
de la sonde (100) pour enlever du fluide hors de
l’espace et pour retourner le fluide enlevé au
réservoir de fluide (120) ;
un agencement de filtre (510) pour enlever des
déchets résiduaires hors du fluide enlevé avant
de retourner le fluide enlevé au réservoir de flui-
de (120) ; et
un contrôleur (155) pour régler les débits de flux
de la pompe de flux entrant (125) et de la pompe
de flux sortant (140) de manière à ce que ces
pompes de flux entrant et de flux sortant main-
tiennent une pression de fluide en distension
présélectionnée dans l’espace corporel ou dans
l’espace potentiel.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, comprenant un
endoscope (50) qui est utilisé pour une hystérosco-
pie, lequel endoscope est configuré de manière à ce
qu’il comporte un canal de flux entrant (108a, 108b)
en communication avec la lumière de flux entrant de
fluide.

3. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la son-
de (100) s’étend au travers d’un canal de travail (102)
de l’endoscope (50).

4. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la son-
de (100) comporte une extrémité de travail qui est
munie d’une gaine externe à fenêtre (170) et d’une

gaine interne (175), laquelle gaine interne réalise un
déplacement en va-et-vient et/ou un déplacement
en rotation dans la gaine externe (170).

5. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le con-
trôleur (155) est configuré pour un fonctionnement
dans un mode de contrôle de pression dans lequel
les pompes de flux entrant et de flux sortant (125,
140) coopèrent de manière à ce qu’elles délivrent
du fluide sur l’espace et de manière à ce qu’elles
maintiennent une pression dedans au sein d’une pla-
ge de pressions prédéterminée.

6. Système selon la revendication 4, dans lequel le con-
trôleur (155) est configuré de manière à ce qu’il mo-
dule les pompes (125, 140) en réponse à un signal
qui indique qu’une lumière d’extraction de la gaine
interne (175) est selon une configuration ouverte,
partiellement ouverte ou fermée, la configuration
ouverte, partiellement ouverte ou fermée résultant
d’un déplacement en va-et-vient et/ou d’un déplace-
ment en rotation de la gaine interne (175) au travers
de la fenêtre (176) de la gaine externe (170).

7. Système selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la gai-
ne interne (175) comprend une électrode d’une pre-
mière polarité et la gaine externe (170) comprend
une électrode d’une seconde polarité.

8. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
qui précèdent, comprenant en outre au moins un
capteur de pression disposant de la capacité de four-
nir un signal de pression qui indique une pression
de fluide dans l’espace corporel ou dans l’espace
potentiel.

9. Système selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la son-
de (100) est porteuse d’un capteur de pression pour
mesurer la pression dans l’espace corporel.

10. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
qui précèdent, dans lequel le contrôleur (155) calcule
de manière périodique ou en continu un déficit en
termes de fluide qui est mesuré en tant que différen-
ce entre un volume de référence initial dans le ré-
servoir de fluide (120) et un volume de fluide qui est
récupéré à partir de l’espace corporel ou à partir de
l’espace potentiel.

11. Système selon la revendication 10, dans lequel le
contrôleur (155) est configuré de manière à ce qu’il
alerte l’utilisateur quant à un paramètre de déficit en
termes de fluide.

12. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
qui précèdent, dans lequel la sonde (100) est un dis-
positif électro-chirurgical qui est configuré de maniè-
re à ce qu’il résèque un tissu à une vitesse d’au moins
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2 grammes/minute.

13. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le filtre
(510) est adapté pour l’enlèvement de matières pré-
sentant un poids supérieur à 50 kD.

14. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
pompe de flux sortant (140) est configurée de ma-
nière à ce qu’elle assure une pression d’au moins
69 kPa (10 psi).
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