EP 1 839 587 A3

(1 9) Europaisches
Patentamt
European
Patent Office
Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
23.07.2008 Bulletin 2008/30

(43) Date of publication A2:
03.10.2007 Bulletin 2007/40

(21) Application number: 07251414.4

(22) Date of filing: 30.03.2007

(11) EP 1 839 587 A3

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntCL:

A61B 17/04(2006.01) AB1B 17/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE
SISKTR
Designated Extension States:
AL BA HR MK RS

(30) Priority: 31.03.2006 US 394178

(71) Applicant: ETHICON ENDO-SURGERY, INC.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 (US)

(72) Inventors:
¢ Stokes, Michael J.
Cincinnati, OH 45244 (US)
¢ Ortiz, Mark S.
Milford, OH 45150 (US)
¢ Shelton, IV, Frederick E
New Vienna, OH 45159 (US)

(74) Representative: Tunstall, Christopher Stephen et
al
Carpmaels & Ransford
43-45 Bloomsbury Square
London WC1A 2RA (GB)

(54)

(57) A surgical suturing apparatus includes a suture
housing (2524), a needle (2528) mounted within the su-
ture housing for movement about an arcuate path, adrive
assembly operably associated with the needle for con-
trolling movement of the needle with a suture secured
thereto about the arcuate path in a manner facilitating

FIG. 48

Surgical suturing apparatus with detachable handle

application of the suture to tissue, a handle (2570), an
elongated flexible member (2542) having a distal end
attached to the suture housing and a proximal end at-
tached to the handle, and a mechanism for releasing and
reattaching the handle (2570) to the flexible member
(2542).
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