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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate fo the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-12

In combination, a cannula including an elongated rigid
hollow tube having a proximal end, a distal end, and a
passageway extending therebetween, said distal end having a
memory of directionality to bend about a radius; and cannula
straightening means for straightening said distal end of
siad cannula when inserted through said passageway.

and

A cannula for insertion into tissue, comprising an elongated
rigid hollow tube having a proximal end, a distal end, and a
passageway extending therebetween, said distal end having a
memory of directionality to bend about a radius and
maintaining said passageway when bent.

2. claim: 13

A cannula for insertion into tissue including a bendable arm
that maintains a passageway when bent.

3. claim: 14

A cannula and Instrument combination comprising a cannula
including an elongated rigid hollow tube having a proximal
end, a distal end, and a passageway extending therebetween,
said distal end having a memory of directionality to bend
about a radius; and

an instrument for performing surgical instruments, said
instrument extending along a lenght of said passageway, said
instrument including a functional end able to slide around
said bend and function outside of said passageway at a site
of operation.

1. The closest state of the art document W000/33909, cited in the
research report, discloses a cannula with cannula straightener.

2. The present application has four independent claims:-

Claim 1 relates to a combination of a cannula and cannula straightener,
Claim 10 relates to a cannula,

Claim 13 relates to a cannula,

and Claim 14 relates to a cannula and instrument combination.

3. In the Tight of the closest prior art document, Claim 1 shows no
special technical feature. The first claim dependent on claim 1 to
possess a special technical feature is claim 6, where the feature is the
diameter of the straightener with respect to the passageway.

4. In the light of the closest prior art document, Claim 10 shows no
special technical feature.

5. In the Tlight of W000/33909, independent claim 13 shows the special
technical feature of the bendable arm.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

6. In the Tight of the closest prior art , independent claim 14 shows the
special technical feature of the instrument.

7.The special technical features of claim 1 and 10 (cannula with
straightener), independent claim 13 (cannula with bendable arm), and
independent claim 14 (cannula and instrument combination) show no common
technical feature or inventive concept and are therefore considered to be
three inventions.
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CA 2320097 Al 15-06-2000
DE 69920178 D1 21-10-2004
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EP 1054703 Al 29-11-2000
ES 2228165 T3 01-04-2005
JP 2002531229 T 24-09-2002
US 3719737 A 06-03-1973  NONE
US 2004015151 Al 22-01-2004 US 2007049899 Al 01-03-2007
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