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(54) Bladeless optical obturator

(567)  The invention is directed to a bladeless trocar
obturator to separate or divaricate body tissue during in-
sertion through a body wall. In one aspect, the obturator
of the invention comprises a shaft extending along an
axis between a proximal end and a distal end; and a
bladeless tip disposed at the distal end of the shaft and
having a generally tapered configuration with an outer
surface, the outer surface extending distally to a blunt
point with a pair of side sections having a common shape
and being separated by atleast oneintermediate section,
wherein each of the side sections extends from the blunt
point radially outwardly with progressive positions prox-
imally along the axis, and the shaft is sized and config-
ured to receive an optical instrument having a distal end
to receive an image of the body tissue. With this aspect,
the tapered configuration facilitates separation of differ-
ent layers of the body tissue and provides proper align-
ment of the tip between the layers. The side sections
include a distal portion and a proximal portion, the distal
portion of the side sections being twisted radially with
respect to the proximal portion of the side sections. The

intermediate section includes a distal portion and a prox-
imal portion, the distal portion of the intermediate section
being twisted in a first radial direction and the proximal
portion of the intermediate section being twisted in a sec-
ond radial direction opposite the first radial direction.
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