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(54) Method and apparatus for suturing

(57)  The present invention provides new and useful
devices and techniques for use in suturing. These devic-
es and techniques are particularly useful in laparoscopic,
arthroscopic, and/or open surgical procedures. A method
according to the present invention is characterised by
releasably coupling a suture to a suture device, causing
the tip of the suture device and a portion of the suture to
penetrate a tissue, and releasing the suture from the su-
ture device, so the suture may be drawn through the tis-
sue for completion of a suturing procedure. One type of
suturing device (100) according to the invention is char-
acterised by a handle (102) with an elongated shaft (104)
with a sharpened tip (106) configured to hold a suture at
a selected point on the suture. Another type of device
according to the principles of the invention is character-
ised by the new and useful structures and techniques for
loading the suture into the device, According to still an-
other aspect of the present invention, different shaped
suture tips are provided for the selection of the most ef-
fective tip shape for a given application. A suturing device
according to the present invention may also be config-
ured for use with a needle point swedged to a suture. Yet

another type of suturing device according to the princi-
ples of the present invention included a tissue support
structure disposed adjacent the sharpened tip, which
may move relative to the sharpened tip to facilitate pen-
etration of the tip through a tissue.
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