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(54) Laparoscopic training apparatus

(57)  The present invention relates to a laparoscopic
apparatus (10). In particular, it relates to an apparatus
for the training of medical professionals, particularly
those engaged in the field of laparoscopic surgery. The
apparatus (10) comprises a housing; a joint (32) in op-
erative association with the housing and adapted to sub-
stantially accommodate a laparoscopic tool (42), in use,
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through the joint (32), the joint (32) permitting movement
of the laparoscopic tool (42), in use; and resistance
means in operative association with the joint (32), adapt-
ed to adjust resistance to movement of the laparoscopic
tool (42), in use. Accordingly, the present invention pro-
vides a realistic surgical experience by mimicking the
sensation of carrying out surgical techniques on a patient.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-11

A laparoscopic apparatus wherein the resistance means is
adjustable by altering the distance between a first and a
second section of the socket as defined in claim 4 in order
to provide a mechanical resistance means independent of a
power supply.

2. claims: 12-13

A laparoscopic apparatus the internal chamber of the housing
has a platform, the position of which being adjustable with

respect to an opening in the housing for variable heights of
the internal chamber / working space.

3. claims: 14-15

A laparoscopic apparatus wherein the housing further
comprises at least one aperture overlaid by a membrane to
provide a realistic experience of the response of human skin
to the application of a surgical instrument.
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