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(57) ABSTRACT

An ultrasound diagnostic equipment has at least one
rechargeable ultrasound probe with a built-in battery, and a
diagnostic equipment body connected to the atleast one ultra-
sound probe in a wireless manner, wherein the diagnostic
equipment body includes a power supply unit which supplies
power to the battery of the at least one ultrasound probe, and
a power supply controller which causes the battery of the at
least one ultrasound probe to selectively perform refresh
charging and top-up charging using the power supply unit on

A61B 8/00 (2006.01) the basis of power supply information to the battery of the at
A61B 8/14 (2006.01) least one ultrasound probe and the examination situation in
A61B 8/08 (2006.01) the diagnostic equipment body.
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[0090] 9. The “End Exam” button is pressed to end the
examination.

[0091] 10. The “Freeze” button is pressed to make freeze.
The setting may be made such that the freeze state is reached
after the “End Exam” button is pressed. An aerial emission
state from the ultrasound probe may be detected, and freeze
may be automatically made.

[0092] 11.It waits until the change of clothes or the like of
the patient is completed.

[0093] 12. The result report or the like is made.

[0094] 13. Explanation to the patient and charting are
made.

[0095] 14. The next patient is called and ‘“New Patient” is
pressed.

[0096] In Steps 4 to 7 and Steps 10 to 14, since the ultra-

sound probe is not used and is held in the probe holder, top-up
charging can be performed.

Example 3

A Case where an Examination List is Called Up
from an Electronic Chart System or the Like and
Operated

[0097] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 10.
[0098] 1. The patient information input button “New
Patient” is pressed.

[0099] 2. A screen for inputting patient information is dis-
played and patient information is input.

[0100] 3. A “Worklist” button is pressed to call up the chart
of the patient to be examined, and the “Exit” button is pressed
to progress an examination screen.

[0101] 4. The “Freeze” button is pressed, the patient is
called, and a previous result report, a medical inquiry, or the
like is made.

[0102] 5. The patient makes preparations, such as change of
clothes, so as to receive an examination.

[0103] 6. The “Freeze” button is pressed again to release
freeze.

[0104] 7. Scanning by the ultrasound probe is performed.

[0105] 8. The “End Exam” button is pressed to end the
examination.

[0106] 9. Explanation to the patient and charting are made.
[0107] 10. The patient information input button “New

Patient” is pressed for the next patient.

[0108] Since the ultrasound probe is not used and is held in
the probe holder during Steps 1 to 6 and Steps 9 to 10, top-up
charging can be performed.

Example 4

A Case where an Examination Starts in Emergency
or First Aid Without Inputting Patient Information

[0109] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 2.
[0110] 1. Scanning by the ultrasound probe is performed.
[0111] 2. The “End Exam” button is pressed to end the
examination. When an examination is performed without
inputting patient information in this way, this means first aid
and, therefore, charging of the battery of the ultrasound probe
is cancelled during the flow of the examination. When it is
assumed that many patients are coming, and the frequency
that the ultrasound probe returns to the probe holder is small,
the setting may be made such that top-up charging is per-
formed each time the ultrasound probe returns to the probe
holder.
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Example 5

A Case where a Preset Examination is Selected in
Emergency or First Aid

[0112] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 3.
[0113] 1. A preset for first aid or emergency is selected.
[0114] 2. Scanning by the ultrasound probe is performed.
[0115] 3. The “End Exam™ button is pressed to end the
examination.

[0116] In the preset for first aid or emergency, charging to

the battery of the ultrasound probe is cancelled during the
flow of the examination. However, since a certain level of
frequency that the ultrasound probe returns to the probe
holder is expected, when the residual amount of power of the
battery falls below a threshold value Eth, the setting may be
made such that top-up charging is performed each time the
ultrasound probe returns to the probe holder. When a preset
other than for a first aid and emergency is selected, the charg-
ing method may be automatically switched to the charging
method illustrated in FIG. 2.

Example 6

A Case where an Ultrasound Probe to be Used
Differs Depending on a Region to be Examined, and
the Result Report, Charting, and the Like are Made
after Image Diagnosis is First Performed

[0117] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 8.
[0118] 1. The patient information input button ‘“New
Patient” is pressed.

[0119] 2. A screen for inputting patient information is dis-
played and patient information is input.

[0120] 3. The “Exit” button is pressed to start the examina-
tion. Here, the first ultrasound probe which is used for the
examination is selected.

[0121] 4. Scanning by the first ultrasound probe is per-
formed.

[0122] 5. The “End Exam™ button is pressed to end the
examination.

[0123] 6. The result report or the like is made.

[0124] 7. Explanation to the patient and charting are made.
[0125] 8. The next patient is called and the “New Patient”

button is pressed.

[0126] InSteps 6 to 8, since the first ultrasound probe is not
used and is held in the probe holder, top-up charging can be
performed to the first ultrasound probe. In regard to the ultra-
sound probes other than the first ultrasound probe, top-up
charging and refresh charging can continue until each ultra-
sound probe is selected for use, including Steps 3 to 8.

Example 7

A Case where Two or More Types of Ultrasound
Probes are Used During an Examination, and the
Result Report, Charting, and the Like are Made after
Image Diagnosis is First Performed

[0127] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 8.
[0128] 1. The patient information input button “New
Patient” is pressed.

[0129] 2. A screen for inputting patient information is dis-
played and patient information is input.

[0130] 3. The “Exit” button is pressed to start the examina-
tion. Here, the first ultrasound probe to be first used is
selected.
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[0131]
formed.
[0132]
selected.
[0133] 6. The operation of the first ultrasound probe is
temporarily stopped.

4. Scanning by the first ultrasound probe is per-

5. The second ultrasound probe to be next used is

[0134] 7. Scanning by the second ultrasound probe is per-
formed.

[0135] 8. The “End Exam” button is pressed to end the
examination.

[0136] 9. The result report or the like is made.

[0137] 10. Explanation to the patient and charting are
made.

[0138] 11.The next patient is called and the “New Patient”

button is pressed.
[0139] Inregard to the first ultrasound probe, top-up charg-
ing may be performed during Steps 6 to 11, and in regard to
the second ultrasound probe, top-up charging may be per-
formed during Steps 1 to 5 and during Steps 9 to 11.
What is claimed is:
1. An ultrasound diagnostic equipment comprising:
at least one rechargeable ultrasound probe with a built-in
battery; and
a diagnostic equipment body connected to the at least one
ultrasound probe in a wireless manner,
wherein the diagnostic equipment body includes
a power supply unit which supplies power to the battery of
the at least one ultrasound probe, and
apower supply controller which causes the battery of the at
least one ultrasound probe to selectively perform refresh
charging and top-up charging using the power supply
unit on the basis of power supply information to the
battery of the at least one ultrasound probe and the
examination situation in the diagnostic equipment body.
2. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
15
wherein the at least one ultrasound probe has a storage unit
which stores the power supply information.
3. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
15
wherein the diagnostic equipment body includes a probe
holder which holds the at least one ultrasound probe, and
the power supply unit supplies power to the battery of the at
least one ultrasound probe held in the probe holder.
4. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
15
wherein the diagnostic equipment body includes a plurality
of probe holders which holds a plurality of ultrasound
probes,
the power supply unit supplies power separately to the
batteries of the plurality of ultrasound probes held in the
plurality of probe holders, and
the power supply controller causes the batteries of the
plurality of ultrasound probes held in the plurality of
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probe holders to selectively perform refresh charging
and top-up charging using the power supply unit on the
basis of the corresponding power supply information
and the examination situation.
5. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
45
wherein the power supply controller designates an ultra-
sound probe, in which refresh charging is preferentially
performed, from among the plurality of ultrasound
probes on the basis of the power supply information
corresponding to the batteries of the plurality of ultra-
sound probes held in the plurality of probe holders.
6. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
45
wherein the power supply controller designates an ultra-
sound probe, in which refresh charging is preferentially
performed, from among the plurality of ultrasound
probes on the basis of the examination situations corre-
sponding to the batteries of the plurality of ultrasound
probes held in the plurality of probe holders.
7. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
55
wherein the power supply controller designates an ultra-
sound probe, in which refresh charging is preferentially
performed, from among the plurality of ultrasound
probes on the basis of the examination situations corre-
sponding to the batteries of the plurality of ultrasound
probes held in the plurality of probe holders.
8. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
45
wherein the power supply controller determines whether or
not refresh charging is possible in the batteries of the
plurality of ultrasound probes on the basis of the types of
the plurality of ultrasound probes held in the plurality of
probe holders and the power supply information corre-
sponding to the batteries of the plurality of ultrasound
probes.
9. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to claim
85
wherein the power supply controller designates an ultra-
sound probe, in which refresh charging is preferentially
performed, from among the plurality of ultrasound
probes on the basis of the power supply information
corresponding to the batteries of the plurality of ultra-
sound probes held in the plurality of probe holders.
10. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to
claim 9,
wherein the power supply controller designates an ultra-
sound probe, in which refresh charging is preferentially
performed, from among the plurality of ultrasound
probes on the basis of the examination situations corre-
sponding to the batteries of the plurality of ultrasound
probes held in the plurality of probe holders.

#* * #* ok %
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ULTRASOUND DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasound diag-
nostic equipment, in particular, an ultrasound diagnostic
equipment in which a rechargeable ultrasound probe with a
built-in battery and a diagnostic equipment body are con-
nected together in a wireless manner.

[0002] An ultrasound diagnostic equipment using an ultra-
sound image has hitherto been put into practical use in the
field of medicine. In general, this type of ultrasound diagnos-
tic apparatus has an ultrasound probe with a built-in trans-
ducer array and a diagnostic equipment body connected to the
ultrasound probe. In the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus, an
ultrasonic wave is transmitted, from the ultrasound probe
toward a subject, an ultrasonic echo from the subject is
received by the ultrasound probe, and the reception signals
are electrically processed in the diagnostic equipment body to
produce an ultrasound image.

[0003] Inrecent years, an ultrasound diagnostic equipment
has been developed in which the ultrasound probe and the
diagnostic equipment body are connected through wireless
communication in order to eliminate inconvenience of a com-
munication cable which connects the ultrasound probe and
the diagnostic equipment body, thereby improving operabil-
ity. In this wireless ultrasound diagnostic equipment, for
example, as described in JP 2003-10177 A, the ultrasound
probe has a battery built-in as a power source, and when
charging of the battery is required, power is supplied from a
power supply unit of the diagnostic equipment body to the
battery of the ultrasound probe in a noncontact manner
through electromagnetic induction or the like in a state where
the ultrasound probe is stored in a probe holder provided in
the diagnostic equipment body.

[0004] In general, in a battery which is represented by a
nickel-hydrogen battery or the like, if so-called top-up charg-
ing in which charging is performed before the residual
amount of power of the battery becomes zero is frequently
performed, itis noted that there is a problem in that the battery
capacity is lowered due to the memory effect of the battery. In
contrast with the top-up charging, if so-called refresh charg-
ing in which the battery is once discharged to make the
residual amount of power zero and then charging is per-
formed, is performed regularly, it is possible to extend the
battery life.

[0005] However, since refresh charging takes a long period
of time, the actual situation is that it is not easy to perform
refresh charging of the battery built in to the ultrasound probe
without causing a problem in an examination using the ultra-
sound diagnostic equipment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The invention has been accomplished in order to
solve the drawbacks in the prior art, and an object of the
invention is to provide an ultrasound diagnostic equipment
which is able to charge a battery of a rechargeable ultrasound
probe while suppressing lowering in examination efficiency.
[0007] An ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to
the present invention comprises at least one rechargeable
ultrasound probe with a built-in battery, and a diagnostic
equipment body connected to the at least one ultrasound
probe in a wireless manner, wherein the diagnostic equipment
body includes a power supply unit which supplies power to
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the battery of the at least one ultrasound probe, and a power
supply controller which causes the battery of the at least one
ultrasound probe to selectively perform refresh charging and
top-up charging using the power supply unit on the basis of
power supply information to the battery of the at least one
ultrasound probe and the examination situation in the diag-
nostic equipment body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] FIG.1isablock diagram illustrating the configura-
tion of an ultrasound diagnostic equipment according to
Embodiment 1 of the invention.

[0009] FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a
power supply controller in Embodiment 1.

[0010] FIG.3isadiagram illustrating screen display during
shutdown in a modification of Embodiment 1.

[0011] FIG.4isadiagram illustrating screen display during
standby in the modification of Embodiment 1.

[0012] FIG.5isadiagram illustrating screen display during
refresh charging in the modification of Embodiment 1.
[0013] FIG. 6is a block diagram illustrating the configura-
tion of a diagnostic equipment body used in an ultrasound
diagnostic equipment according to Embodiment 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0014] Hereinafter, embodiments of the invention will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Embodiment 1

[0015] FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of an ultrasound
diagnostic equipment according to Embodiment 1 of the
invention. The ultrasound diagnostic equipment includes a
rechargeable ultrasound probe 1 and a diagnostic equipment
body 2 connected to the ultrasound probe 1 through wireless
communication.

[0016] The ultrasound probe 1 has a plurality of ultrasound
transducers 3 which constitute a one-dimensional or two-
dimensional transducer array. Reception signal processors 4
are correspondingly connected to the transducers 3, and a
wireless communication unit 6 is connected to the reception
signal processors 4 through a parallel/serial converter 5. A
transmission controller 8 is connected to the plurality of
transducers 3 through a transmission drive unit 7, a reception
controller 9 is connected to the plurality of reception signal
processors 4, and acommunication controller 10 is connected
to the wireless communication unit 6. A probe controller 11 is
connected to the parallel/serial converter 5, the transmission
controller 8, the reception controller 9, and the communica-
tion controller 10.

[0017] Moreover, a battery 13 is connected to the probe
controller 11 through a battery controller 12, and a power
receiver 14 for charging and a discharger 15 for discharging
are connected to the battery 13, and the discharger 15 is
connected to the battery controller 12. A storage unit 16 is
connected to the battery controller 12.

[0018] Each of the plurality of transducers 3 transmits an
ultrasonic wave in response to an actuation signal supplied
from the transmission drive unit 7 and receives an ultrasonic
echo from the subject, and outputs a reception signal. Each
transducer 3 is constituted by a vibrator in which electrodes
are formed at both ends of a piezoelectric body composed of,
for example, piezoelectric ceramic represented by PZT (lead
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zirconate titanate), a polymer piezoelectric device repre-
sented by PVDF (polyvinylidene fluoride), or the like.
[0019] If a pulsed or continuous-wave voltage is applied
across the electrodes of the vibrator, the piezoelectric body
expands and contracts, whereby pulsed or continuous-wave
ultrasonic waves are produced from the respective vibrators
and the produced ultrasonic waves are synthesized to form an
ultrasonic beam. When receiving propagating ultrasonic
waves, the respective vibrators expand and contract to pro-
duce electric signals, and the electric signals are output as the
reception signals of the ultrasonic waves.

[0020] The transmission drive unit 7 includes, for example,
a plurality of pulse generators. The transmission drive unit 7
adjusts the delay amount of each of the actuation signals on
the basis of a transmission delay pattern selected by the trans-
mission controller 8 such that the ultrasonic waves transmit-
ted from the plurality of transducers 3 form an ultrasonic
beam having a width enough to cover the area of a tissue in the
subject, and supplies the adjusted actuation signals to the
plurality of transducers 3.

[0021] The reception signal processor 4 of each channel
performs quadrature detection processing or quadrature sam-
pling processing on the reception signal output from the cor-
responding transducer 3 under the control of the reception
controller 9 to produce a complex baseband signal, samples
the complex baseband signal to produce sample data includ-
ing information on the area of the tissue, and supplies the
sample data to the parallel/serial converter 5. The reception
signal processor 4 may perform data compression processing
for low bit rate coding on data obtained by sampling the
complex baseband signal to produce sample data.

[0022] The parallel/serial converter 5 converts parallel
sample data produced by the plurality of channels of recep-
tion signal processors 4 to serial sample data.

[0023] The wireless communication unit 6 modulates a
carrier on the basis of the serial sample data to produce a
transmission signal, supplies the transmission signal to an
antenna, and transmits a radio wave from the antenna, thereby
transmitting the serial sample data. As the modulation sys-
tem, for example, ASK (Amplitude Shift Keying), PSK
(Phase Shift Keying), QPSK (Quadrature Phase Shift Key-
ing), 16QAM (16 Quadrature Amplitude Modulation), or the
like is used.

[0024] The wireless communication unit 6 performs wire-
less communication with the diagnostic equipment body 2 to
transmit the sample data to the diagnostic equipment body 2
and to receive various control signals from the diagnostic
equipment body 2, and outputs the received control signals to
the communication controller 10. The communication con-
troller 10 controls the wireless communication unit 6 such
that the sample data is transmitted with transmission radio
field intensity set by the probe controller 11, and outputs
various control signals received by the wireless communica-
tion unit 6 to the probe controller 11.

[0025] The probe controller 11 controls the respective units
of the ultrasound probe 1 on the basis of various control
signals transmitted from the diagnostic apparatus body 2.
[0026] The battery 13 functions as a power source of the
ultrasound probe 1, and supplies power to the respective units,
which require power, in the ultrasound probe 1. The battery
controller 12 controls power supply from the battery 13 to the
respective units in the ultrasound probe 1, monitors the
residual amount of power of the battery 13, and each time the
battery 13 is charged through the power receiver 14, updates
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the number of times of charging and stores the number of
times of charging updated in the storage unit 16. Though
described below, since the number of times of charging of the
battery 13 stored in the storage unit 16 is reset to zero when
refresh charging is executed, the number of times of succes-
sions of top-up charging is stored in the storage unit 16. The
discharger 15 discharges the battery 13 on the basis of an
instruction from the battery controller 12, and makes the
residual amount of power zero.

[0027] The ultrasound probe 1 may be an external probe,
such as a linear scan type, a convex scan type, or a sector scan
type, or may be a probe for an ultrasound endoscope, such as
a radial scan type.

[0028] The diagnostic equipment body 2 has a wireless
communication unit 21. A data storage unit 23 is connected to
the wireless communication unit 21 through a serial/parallel
converter 22, and an image producer 24 is connected to the
data storage unit 23. A display unit 26 is connected to the
image producer 24 through a display controller 25. A com-
munication controller 27 is connected to the wireless com-
munication unit 21, and an equipment body controller 28 is
connected to the serial/parallel converter 22, the image pro-
ducer 24, the display controller 25, and the communication
controller 27. An operating unit 29 for an input operation by
an operator and a storage unit 30 which stores operation
programs are respectively connected to the equipment body
controller 28.

[0029] Further, a power source unit 32 is connected to the
equipment body controller 28 through a power supply con-
troller 31. A probe holder 33 which holds the ultrasound
probe 1 not in use is formed in the diagnostic equipment body
2, and a power supply unit 34 is provided in the probe holder
33.

[0030] The wireless communication unit 21 performs wire-
less communication with the ultrasound probe 1 to transmit
various control signals to the ultrasound probe 1. Besides, the
wireless communication unit 21 demodulates a signal
received by an antenna to output serial sample data.

[0031] Thecommunication controller 27 controls the wire-
less communication unit 21 such that various control signals
are transmitted with transmission radio field intensity set by
the equipment body controller 28.

[0032] The serial/parallel converter 22 converts the serial
sample data output from the wireless communication unit 21
to parallel sample data. The data storage unit 23 is constituted
by a memory, a hard disk, or the like, and stores the sample
data for at least one frame converted by the serial/parallel
converter 22.

[0033] The image producer 24 performs reception focus
processing on the sample data for every frame read from the
data storage unit 23 to produce an image signal representing
an ultrasound diagnostic image. The image producer 24
includes a phasing adder 35 and an image processor 36.

[0034] The phasing adder 35 performs the reception focus
processing by selecting one reception delay pattern from
among a plurality of reception delay patterns stored in
advance in accordance with a reception direction set in the
equipment body controller 28, giving a delay to each of a
plurality of complex baseband signals represented by the
sample data on the basis of the selected reception delay pat-
tern, and adding the reception signals. With this reception
focus processing, the focus of the ultrasonic echo is narrowed
to produce a baseband signal (sound ray signal).
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[0035] The image processor 36 produces a B-mode image
signal, which is tomographic image information relating to a
tissue in the subject, on the basis of the sound ray signal
produced by the phasing adder 35. The image processor 36
includes an STC (sensitivity time control) unit and a DSC
(digital scan converter). The STC unit corrects attenuation
depending on the distance in accordance with the depth of the
reflection position of the ultrasonic wave for the sound ray
signal. The DSC converts (raster-converts) the sound ray
signal corrected by the STC unit to an image signal based on
a normal television signal scan system, and performs neces-
sary image processing, such as gradation processing, to pro-
duce a B-mode image signal.

[0036] The display controller 25 displays an ultrasound
diagnostic image on the display unit 26 on the basis of the
image signal produced by the image producer 24. The display
unit 26 includes, for example, a display device, such as an
LCD, and displays the ultrasound diagnostic image under the
control of the display controller 25.

[0037] The equipment body controller 28 controls the
respective units in the diagnostic equipment body 2.

[0038] The power source unit 32 supplies power to the
respective units, which require power, in the diagnostic
equipment body 2. The power supply controller 31 connects
the power source unit 32 to the power supply unit 34 of the
probe holder 33 as necessary on the basis of the examination
situation in the diagnostic equipment body 2 input through
the equipment body controller 28 and power supply informa-
tion, such as the residual amount of power and the number of
times of charging of the battery 13 transmitted from the
ultrasound probe 1 through wireless communication, and
causes the battery 13 of the ultrasound probe 1 to selectively
perform refresh charging and top-up charging. The power
supply unit 34 of the probe holder 33 supplies power to the
power receiver 14 of the ultrasound probe 1 held in the probe
holder 33 in a noncontact manner through electromagnetic
induction or the like.

[0039] Although in the diagnostic equipment body 2, the
serial/parallel converter 22, the image producer 24, the dis-
play controller 25, the communication controller 27, the
equipment body controller 28, and the power supply control-
ler 31 are constituted by a CPU and operation programs which
cause the CPU to perform various types of processing, these
may be constituted by digital circuits. The operation pro-
grams are stored in the storage unit 30. As a recording
medium in the storage unit 30, in addition to an internal hard
disk, a flexible disk, an MO, an MT, a RAM, a CD-ROM, a
DVD-ROM, or the like may be used.

[0040] During diagnosis, first, ultrasonic waves are trans-
mitted from the plurality of transducers 3 in accordance with
the actuation signals supplied from the transmission drive
unit 7 of the ultrasound probe 1, and the reception signal
output from each transducer 3 having received the ultrasonic
echo from the subject is supplied to the corresponding recep-
tion signal processor 4 to produce sample data. The sample
data is converted to serial sample data by the parallel/serial
converter 5, and the serial sample data is transmitted from the
wireless communication unit 6 to the diagnostic equipment
body 2 in a wireless manner. The sample data received by the
wireless communication unit 21 of the diagnostic equipment
body 2 is converted to parallel sample data by the serial/
parallel converter 22, and the parallel sample data is stored in
the data storage unit 23. The sample data for every frame is
read from the data storage unit 23, an image signal is pro-
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duced by the image producer 24, and an ultrasound diagnostic
image is displayed on the display unit 26 on the basis of the
image signal by the display controller 25.

[0041] Ultrasound diagnosis is performed in this way, and
in the ultrasound probe 1, the residual amount of power of the
battery 13 is monitored by the battery controller 12 and the
number of times of charging of the battery 13 is stored in the
storage unit 16. The power supply controller 31 of the diag-
nostic equipment body 2 can recognize the residual amount of
power and the number of times of charging of the battery 13
through the equipment body controller 28 and the communi-
cation controller 27 by wireless communication. Further, the
power supply controller 31 can recognize the examination
situation in the diagnostic equipment body 2 through the
equipment body controller 28. When the ultrasound probe 1is
not used, the ultrasound probe 1 is held in the probe holder 33
of the diagnostic equipment body 2.

[0042] Here, the operation of the power supply controller
31 of the diagnostic equipment body 2 will be described with
reference to the flowchart of FIG. 2.

[0043] First, in Step S1, the residual amount of power of the
battery 13 is compared with a threshold value Eth set in
advance. The threshold value Eth is used to decide whether or
not it is necessary to charge the battery 13. If it is determined
that the residual amount of power of the battery 13 falls below
the threshold value Eth, the process progresses to Step S2, and
it is determined whether or not it is a refresh charging timing
from the examination situation in the diagnostic equipment
body 2.

[0044] In general, since refresh charging requires a long
period of time, the timing at which it is foreseen that the
ultrasound probe 1 is held in the probe holder 33 of the
diagnostic apparatus body 2 over a predetermined time or
more is detected as the refresh charging timing, and the
examples of the timing include the cases where the examina-
tion for the day ends, a long vacant time is secured in the
intervals between examinations, and the like.

[0045] If it is determined in Step S2 that it is the refresh
charging timing, in Step S3, it is further determined whether
or not the number of times of charging of the battery 13 stored
in the storage unit 16 of the ultrasound probe 1 reaches a
predetermined threshold value Nth, for example, ten times.
As described above, since the number of times of charging
stored in the storage unit 16 of the ultrasound probe 1 repre-
sents the number of successions of top-up charging of the
battery 13, it is decided whether or not top-up charging of the
battery 13 is performed successively, for example, ten times
or more.

[0046] If it is determined in Step S3 that the number of
times of charging of the battery 13 has reached the threshold
value Nth, it is judged that refresh charging should be
executed, and in Step S4, the battery 13 is discharged once by
the discharger 15 through the battery controller 12 of the
ultrasound probe 1 to make the residual amount of power
zero. Thereafter, in Step S5, power is supplied from the power
supply unit 34 of the probe holder 33 to the power receiver 14
of the ultrasound probe 1 held in the probe holder 33 in a
noncontact manner through electromagnetic induction or the
like, and the charging operation of the battery 13 is executed.
The charging operation is continued until the residual amount
of power of the battery 13 becomes a maximum value Ef
representing full charging completion in the next Step S6.
Thereby, refresh charging of the battery 13 is completed.
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[0047] If refresh charging is completed in this way, the
number of times of charging stored in the storage unit 16 is
reset to zero by the battery controller 12 of the ultrasound
probe 1.

[0048] When it is determined in Step S2 that it is not the
refresh charging timing and when it is determined in Step S3
that the number of times of charging of the battery 13 has not
reached the threshold value Nth, it is judged that refresh
charging should be not executed. In this case, the battery 13 is
not discharged in Step S4, the process progresses to Step S5
directly, and the charging operation is performed. That is,
top-up charging is executed.

[0049] In this case, the number of times of charging stored
in the storage unit 16 is incremented by “1” by the battery
controller 12 of the ultrasound probe 1.

[0050] As described above, according to Embodiment 1,
when it is necessary to charge the battery 13 of the ultrasound
probe 1, the power supply controller 31 of the diagnostic
equipment body 2 causes the battery 13 of the ultrasound
probe 1 to selectively perform refresh charging and top-up
charging by the power supply unit 34 of the probe holder 33
on the basis of the power supply information to the battery 13
and the examination situation in the diagnostic apparatus
body 2. Therefore, it becomes possible to charge the battery
13 of the ultrasound probe 1 while suppressing lowering in
examination efficiency.

[0051] Although in Embodiment 1, the power supply con-
troller 31 of the diagnostic equipment body 2 determines
whether or not to perform refresh charging on the basis of the
power supply information to the battery 13 and the examina-
tion situation in the diagnostic equipment body 2, a confir-
mation screen of refresh charging may be displayed on the
display unit 26 of the diagnostic equipment body 2, and the
operator may input an instruction for refresh charging while
viewing the confirmation screen. For example, during shut-
down of the equipment, a screen illustrated in FIG. 3 may be
displayed, and one of buttons for refresh charging, shutdown,
and cancel may be selected, or during standby of the equip-
ment, a screen illustrated in FIG. 4 may be displayed, and one
of buttons for refresh charging, standby, and cancel may be
selected. When the button for refresh charging is selected, a
screen illustrated in FIG. 5 may be displayed, and a button for
execute charging may be selected to start the execution of
refresh charging.

[0052] Even when the power supply controller 31 of the
diagnostic equipment body 2 determines that refresh charg-
ing should not be executed on the basis of the power supply
information to the battery 13 and the examination situation in
the diagnostic equipment body 2, a screen illustrated in FIG.
3 or 4 may be displayed, and the button for refresh charging
may be grayed out to be not selectable, or only the button for
refresh charging may not be displayed.

[0053] Even when the button of the equipment is long
pressed to turn off power, for example, when the equipment
will be restarted due to starting failure, or the like, it is pos-
sible to set whether or not to perform refresh charging.
[0054] Further, even in the case where refresh charging is
executed when the equipment is shutdown, the ultrasound
diagnostic equipment may be constituted such that the ultra-
sound diagnostic equipment is started as necessary in the
midstream of charging.

[0055] Although in Embodiment 1, in Step S1 of FIG. 2,
when it is determined that the residual amount of power of the
battery 13 falls below the threshold value Eth set in advance,
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refresh charging or top-up charging is performed, in regard to
top-up charging, the charging operation may be performed
each time the ultrasound probe 1 is held in the probe holder
33.

[0056] Although in Step S4, the battery 13 is discharged by
the discharger 15 through the battery controller 12 of the
ultrasound probe 1, the invention is not limited thereto, and a
battery discharging coil may be arranged in the probe holder
33 of the diagnostic equipment body 2 in advance, and the
battery discharging coil may be driven to discharge the bat-
tery 13 of the ultrasound probe 1 held in the probe holder 33.

Embodiment 2

[0057] FIG. 6 illustrates the configuration of a diagnostic
equipment body 41 used in an ultrasound diagnostic equip-
ment according to Embodiment 2. The diagnostic equipment
body 41 includes a plurality of probe holders 33 each having
the power supply unit 34, and each power supply unit 34 is
connected to the power supply controller 31. Other parts are
the same as the diagnostic equipment body 2 in Embodiment
1 illustrated in FIG. 1.

[0058] In general, in ultrasound diagnosis, an appropriate
ultrasound probe is selected in accordance with a region to be
examined, the body shape of the subject, or the like. A scan-
ning mode probe corresponding to a region to be examined
may be used, or a probe having a different width due to a
difference in an examination purpose may be selected for the
same region to be examined. If an ultrasound probe is selected
once and scanning starts, rarely switched to any of other
ultrasound probes often to perform scanning, and even when
candidates of a plurality of ultrasound probes are extracted
prior to an examination, the ultrasound probes other than an
ultrasound probe to be actually used can continue to be
charged.

[0059] Accordingly, in the ultrasound diagnostic equip-
ment according to Embodiment 2, the plurality of probe hold-
ers 33 are provided in the diagnostic equipment body 41, and
a plurality of ultrasound probes 1 can be respectively held in
the probe holders 33. The residual amount of power and the
number of times of charging of the battery 13 of the ultra-
sound probe 1, and the use situation of the ultrasound probe 1
differ between the respective ultrasound probes 1. For this
reason, for the plurality of ultrasound probes 1 held in the
plurality of probe holders 33, the power supply controller 31
of the diagnostic equipment body 41 performs the determi-
nation of the residual amount of power, the determination of
the refresh charging timing, and the determination of the
number of times of charging with respect to each battery 13 as
illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 2, thereby as necessary,
causing each battery 13 of the ultrasound probes 1 to selec-
tively perform refresh charging and top-up charging using the
power supply unit 34 of the respective probe holder 33.
[0060] At this time, the power supply controller 31 may
determine whether or not refresh charging is possible in the
batteries 13 of the ultrasound probes 1 on the basis of the
types of the plurality of ultrasound probes 1 held in the plu-
rality of probe holders 33 and the power supply information
corresponding to the batteries 13 of the plurality of ultrasound
probes 1.

[0061] When a plurality of ultrasound probes 1 of the same
type are used, it is possible to prevent simultaneous refresh
charging in all of the plurality of ultrasound probes 1. For
example, when two linear scan type probes are used together
and if refresh charging is in midstream for one linear scan
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type probe, in regard to the other one linear scan type probe,
even when the number of times of charging of the battery 13
exceeds the threshold value Nth, it is regulated such that
refresh charging is not performed.

[0062] Specifically, even when it is recognized on the basis
ofthe power supply information received from the ultrasound
probe 1 that a further ultrasound probe 1 of the same type is set
in anempty probe holder 33 of the diagnostic equipment body
41, refresh charging is not permitted to start for the battery 13
of the ultrasound probe 1 set. Meanwhile, top-up charging is
permitted. Accordingly, refresh charging is not performed for
all of the necessary ultrasound probes 1 simultaneously,
whereby it is possible to cope with an abrupt request to use an
ultrasound diagnostic equipment. When refresh charging
does not start for the battery 13 of the ultrasound probe 1 set
in the probe holder 33, display to the effect that refresh charg-
ing is not performed tentatively may be performed.

[0063] The power supply controller 31 may designate the
ultrasound probe 1, in which refresh charging is preferentially
performed, from among a plurality of ultrasound probes 1
held in the plurality of probe holders 33 on the basis of the
power supply information corresponding to the batteries 13 of
the plurality of ultrasound probes 1.

[0064] When there is a plurality of ultrasound probes 1 in
which the number of times of charging of the battery 13 has
reached the predetermined threshold value Nth, refresh
charging of the battery 13 of the ultrasound probe 1 is per-
formed in a descending order of the number of times of
charging. For example, in regard to three ultrasound probes A
to C, when the number of times of charging of the battery 13
of the ultrasound probe A is 20, the number of times of
charging of the battery 13 of'the ultrasound probe Bis 15, and
the number of times of charging of the battery 13 of the
ultrasound probe C is 12, the power supply controller 31
issues an instruction to each power supply unit 34 such that
refresh charging is preferentially performed in a descending
order of the number of times of charging, that is, in an order
of the ultrasound probe A, the ultrasound probe B, and the
ultrasound probe C. Accordingly, the ultrasound probe 1 in
which refresh charging will be required is preferentially des-
ignated, thereby achieving improvement in operability.
[0065] Further, the power supply controller 31 may desig-
nate the ultrasound probe 1, in which refresh charging is
preferentially performed, from among a plurality of ultra-
sound probes 1 on the basis of the previous examination
situations of the battery 13 corresponding to the plurality of
ultrasound probes 1 held in a plurality of probe holders 33.
[0066] When aplurality ofultrasound probes 1 in which the
number of times of charging of the battery 13 has reached the
predetermined threshold value Nth, refresh charging of the
battery 13 of the ultrasound probe 1 is performed in a
descending order of use frequency on the basis of the exami-
nation situation representing history information of each
ultrasound probe 1. For example, in regard to three ultrasound
probes A to C, the power supply controller 31 issues an
instruction to each power supply unit 34 such that refresh
charging is preferentially performed in an order of the ultra-
sound probe A, the ultrasound probe B, and the ultrasound
probe C. Accordingly, the ultrasound probe 1 having the
highest use frequency is preferentially designated from
among the ultrasound probes 1 in which refresh charging will
be required, thereby achieving improvement in operability.
[0067] In this way, a plurality of ultrasound probes 1 cor-
responding to various diagnosis purposes selectively perform
refresh charging and top-up charging depending on the
residual amount of power of the battery, the number of times
of charging of the battery, and the use situation, making it
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possible to charge the battery 13 of the ultrasound probe 1
while suppressing lowering in examination efficiency of
ultrasound diagnosis.

[0068] Although in the foregoing embodiments, an
example where the number of times of charging of the battery
13 is stored as information stored in the storage unit 16 has
been described, not only the number of times of charging of
the battery 13, but also the residual amount of power of the
battery 13 monitored by the battery controller 12 may be
stored.

[0069] Examples 1 to 7 relating to the flow of an examina-
tion of specific ultrasound diagnosis and the timing at which
top-up charging and refresh charging are performed will be
described below.

[0070] Operation of various buttons in Examples 1 to 7 is
made through the operating unit 29. On the basis of an
instruction input to the operating unit 29, the examination
situation in the power supply controller 31 is determined
through the equipment body controller 28.

Example 1

A Case where the Result Report, Charting, and the
Like are Made After Image Diagnosis is First

Performed
[0071] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 8.
[0072] 1.A patient information input button “New Patient”
is pressed.
[0073] 2. A screen for inputting patient information is dis-

played and patient information is input.

[0074] 3. An “Exit” button is pressed to start the examina-
tion.

[0075] 4. Scanning by the ultrasound probe is performed.
[0076] 5. An “End Exam” button is pressed to end the
examination.

[0077] 6. The result report or the like is made.

[0078] 7.Explanation to the patient and charting are made.
[0079] 8. The next patient is called and the “New Patient”

button is pressed.

[0080] Since the ultrasound probe is not used and is held in
the probe holder during Steps 6 to 8, top-up charging can be
performed.

Example 2

A Case where a Patient Input is Performed to Make a
Medical Inquiry, and Image Diagnosis is Performed

[0081] An examination is performed along Steps 1 to 14.
[0082] 1. The patient information input button ‘“New
Patient” is pressed.

[0083] 2. A screen for inputting patient information is dis-
played and patient information is input.

[0084] 3. The “Exit” button is pressed to start the examina-
tion.
[0085] 4. A “Freeze” button is pressed to start a medical

inquiry. At this time, an aerial emission state from the ultra-
sound probe may be detected, and freeze may be automati-
cally made.

[0086] 5. Thepatient makes preparations, such as change of
clothes, so as to receive an examination.

[0087] 6. The patient notifies a physician or technician that
the preparations are completed.

[0088] 7. The “Freeze” button is pressed again to release
freeze.
[0089] 8. Scanning by the ultrasound probe is performed.
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