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FIG. 5
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1
ULTRASONIC ANGIOSCOPE SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an ulirasonic angioscope
system for visualizing a blood vessel in which a stricture
portion is caused by using ultrasonic waves generated by the
condense of lasers and the occurrence of a laser breakdown.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, technologies in the above-mentioned
field are disclosed as follows. That is,

(1) “Handbook of medical ultrasonic devices” edited by
Japan Electronic Industry published by CORONA PUB-
LISHING Co., Ltd. on Jan. 20, 1997, and

(2) Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication
No. 11-128229.

The conventional ultrasonic angioscope systems obtain
the cross section of the blood vessel by scanning beam
ultrasonic waves in the circumferential direction.

Hereinbelow, the above conventional ultrasonic angio-
scope systems are described in detail.

Treatments for a stricture portion of the blood vessel use
a method for penetrating the lesion by penetrating a guide
wiring in the blood vessel and by using a balloon inserted in
the guide wiring. In this case, importantly, the wiring is
sufficiently penetrated into the stricture portion. Therefore, a
compact system for three-dimensionally visualizing a por-
tion in the forward direction for actual time by ultrasonic
waves.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

Currently, the ultrasonic angioscopes transmit ultrasonic
waves in the direction with an angle of 90° to a probe axis,
and rotates the ultrasonic waves, thereby obtaining a two-
dimensional image of the cross-section of the blood vessel.
However, the ultrasonic angioscopes takes a long time for
obtaining a three-dimensional image and does not obtain
ahead information of the stricture portion because there is no
method for generating the ultrasonic waves having no direc-
tivity.

Further, the conventional ultrasonic angioscopes obtain
an image by generating beam ultrasonic waves by using a
piezoelectric element and by scanning the beam ultrasonic
waves in the circumferential direction. However, the con-
ventional ultrasonic angioscopes have a problem to obtain
only two-dimensional information of the cross section of the
blood vessel.

To solve the above problems, it is an object of the present
invention to provide an ultrasonic angioscope system which
uses an imaging technique of sending ultrasonic waves to a
portion ahead of a stricture of a blood vessel and visualizing
a portion in the forward direction of the angioscope, and
which uses a laser breakdown.

To accomplish the above object, according to the present
invention,

(1) an ultrasonic angioscope system comprises: a laser
generating device installed outside the human body; a probe
that introduces laser beams emitted from the laser generating
device into a blood vessel via an optical fiber, set at the tip
of the optical fiber, having a lens and a dielectric; ultrasonic-
wave generating means that uses a laser breakdown gener-
ated in the dielectric; a plurality of hydrophones that receive
reflected waves, of ultrasonic waves emitted by the laser
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2

breakdown, from a stricture portion of the blood vessel, and
are disposed at the tip end of the probe; and means for
forming a stricture-shaped image of the stricture portion
based on the signals received from the hydrophones by a
synthetic aperture method,

(2) in the ultrasonic angioscope system according to (1),
the dielectric includes water, deuterium water, and water
containing polyethylene,

(3) in the ultrasonic angioscope system according to (2),
the water containing polyethylene is obtained by distributing
polyethylene particles having a diameter of 50 to 1000 nm
in distilled water,

(4) in the ultrasonic angioscope system according to (1),
the laser beam is a laser beam of Nd:YAG of 1064 nm, and

(5) in the ultrasonic angioscope system according to (1),
16 to 64 hydrophones among the plurality of hydrophones
are concentrically arranged on the probe.

In the ultrasonic angioscope system according to the
present invention, the ultrasonic waves with a low directiv-
ity are transmitted, and waves reflected from an instrumen-
tation target are received by a plurality of ultrasonic vibra-
tors and are three-dimensionally visualized by a synthetic
aperture method.

As transmission ultrasonic waves, the waves with the
non-directivity are preferable to visualize a wide range
ahead and the ultrasonic waves generated by the piezoelec-
tric element are not used but the ultrasonic waves generated
upon the breakdown of the condensed laser are used.

For the purpose of using the ultrasonic vibrator dedicated
for reception, the hydrophone made of a polymer-material
system having a higher reception sensitivity is utilized as a
receiver.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an ultrasonic
angioscope system using a laser breakdown according to an
embodiment according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing one example of a reception
signal according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a status of the propagation
of ultrasonic waves using the laser breakdown according to
the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an image reconstructing
method according to the present invention.

FIG. § is a diagram showing a waveform transmitted from
an instrumentation target according to the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a result of reconstructing the
image using the laser breakdown according to the present
invention.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view showing a laser break-
down portion according to the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an incidence rate of a laser
induced breakdown according to the present invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Hereinbelow, an embodiment of the present invention will
be described in detail with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an ultrasonic
angioscope system using a laser breakdown according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, reference numeral 1 denotes a blood
vessel. Reference numeral 2 denotes a stricture portion of
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the blood vessel 1. Reference numeral 11 denotes a laser
generating device installed outside the human body. Refer-
ence numeral 12 denotes an optical fiber. Reference numeral
13 denotes laser beams emitted from the laser generating
device 11. The laser beams 13 generated by the laser
generating device 11 installed outside the human body pass
through the blood vessel 1 by using the optical fiber 12 and
are introduced to a desired portion. Reference numeral 14
denotes a lens for condensing the laser beams 13. Reference
numeral 15 denotes a water tank as a dielectric effected by
the condensed laser beams. The laser beams 13 introduced
in the angioscope are condensed to the small water tank 15
in the angioscope through the lens 14 set therein. The
condensed laser beams have a high energy-density and, thus,
a breakdown, namely, a laser breakdown 16 is caused. The
laser breakdown 1 causes light, heat, and ultrasonic waves.
The ultrasonic waves (front spherical waves) from the light,
heat, and ultrasonic waves are used for distance instrument.
That is, the ultrasonic waves 17 with low directivity are
transmitted and waves reflected from the stricture portion 2
in the blood vessel 1 are received by a plurality of high-
polymer hydrophones 18 as ultrasonic vibrators. Further, the
reflection waves are amplified by an amplifier 19 and,
thereafter, the stricture portion 2 is three-dimensionally
visualized by a three-dimensional visualizing device 21
[upon checking only the reception signal, by using a digital
oscilloscope (DSO)], based on the synthetic aperture
method. Reference numeral 20 denotes a probe comprising
an optical fiber 12, including the lens 14 and the water tank
15.

Specifically speaking, the water tank 15 as a dielectric is
filled with distilled water in which polyethylene particles
(having a diameter of 200 nm) are distributed. The condens-
ing of Nd:YAG lasers as the laser beams 13 causes the
breakdown of a medium near the condensing point and,
further, the laser breakdown 16 which generates the light and
the ultrasonic waves occurs. Narrowing of a convergent
point in this case appears the spherical ultrasonic waves with
the non-directivity. The above-mentioned waveform causes
little ringing. In the endoscope, the optical fiber 12 intro-
duces to the probe 20, the laser beams from the laser
generating device 11 installed outside the human body and
the lens 14 condenses the laser beams to the small water tank
15 in the probe 20. The condensed lasers have a high
energy-density, cause the breakdown, and generate the ultra-
sonic waves 17 with the non-directivity. A plurality of the
hydrophones 18 for reception are installed at the edge of the
probe 20 to receive echoes. The three-dimensional image in
the forward direction is formed based on the echoes at points
by the synthetic aperture method. This effects the diagnosis
of the blood vessel and, advantageously, the image is
obtained at the position where optical means such as a CCD
is not used.

As mentioned above, the lens 14 and the water tank
(dielectric) 15 are installed in the probe 20 comprising the
optical fiber 12. The dielectric 15 includes water, deuterium
oxide, and water containing polyethylene. A laser condens-
ing spot is within 10 um, preferably, within 1 um. As the spot
is smaller, the ultrasonic waves have non-directivity. The
laser beams 13 are laser beams of Nd:YAG having 1064 nm.
Referring to FIG. 7, a plurality of hydrophones 18 for
receiving the ultrasonic waves are set at the tip of the probe
20. Preferably, 16 to 64 hydrophones are arranged concen-
trically in the probe 20. The image is formed based on the
reception signals from a plurality of hydrophones 18 by
using the synthetic aperture method. Preferably, the number
of the hydrophones 18 is larger.
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Hereinbelow, an example will be described.

The laser beam of Nd:YAG as the laser beam 13 is 1064
nm, has a pulse width of 6 ns, and further has a repetition
frequency of 10 Hz and a maximum pulse energy of 180 mJ.

Preferably, the lens 14 has a focusing distance f of 30 mm.
The intensity of laser beams is adjusted by using a wave-
length of A/2 and a polarizer. The polyethylene particles
having a diameter of 50 to 1000 nm are distributed in the
distilled water in the water tank 15. In particular, since the
water does not absorb light having the wavelength of 1064
nm, the occurrence of heat is suppressed.

The hydrophones 18 use PZT needle hydrophone.

After generating the spherical ultrasonic waves, the gen-
erated ultrasonic waves in this case are received by using the
PZT needle hydrophones and are amplified. Then, the ultra-
sonic waves are stored in the digital oscilloscope. FIG. 2
shows an example of the reception signal.

The input laser has a pulse of an exceedingly short width.
Therefore, referring to FIG. 2, a waveform indicates an
impulse response of an instrumentation system including the
PZT needle hydrophones and the amplifier. As will be
understood with reference to FIG. 2, the ultrasonic waves
caused by the laser breakdown are single sine-waves in
which one extension and one contraction are generated for
a time of 0.2 usec. Upon generating the spherical waves, the
reflection waves generated in accordance therewith have no
directivity. Waves after a high peak are not ringing seen in
the ultrasonic waves generated by the ceramic-system vibra-
tor but are waves reflected from the water surface or from
the bottom of the water tank. Therefore, large ringing does
not exist in the instrumentation system.

Further, the ultrasonic waves generated due to the break-
down are measured at a plurality of points and the wave
surface propagated from the points are drawn. FIG. 3 shows
an example thereof. FIG. 3 shows an acoustic field after
approximately 35 usec from the occurrence of the laser
breakdown.

The laser breakdown is caused at the center point and the
top of the lattice indicates an instrumentation point. A
distortion of the lattice indicates the size of the reception
signal at the instrumentation point. Thus, the waves are
isotropically propagated. That is, the occurrence of the
spherical waves is confirmed.

Referring to FIG. 2, upon reconstructing the image by
using the ultrasonic waves generated due to the laser
breakdown, the ringing is extremely small and data from the
quantized instrumentation point is assumed as a pulse train.
Since the ultrasonic waves have the non-directivity as shown
in FIG. 3, it is characterized in that the consideration of
weighting is not necessary upon adding the data. Thus, the
image reconstruction is performed by using the reconstruc-
tion algorithm. FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram of a method
of the image reconstruction.

Herein, a hexangular wrench having a length of several
centimeters (cm) is selected as an instrumentation target, is
arranged in the water tank, and the reflection wages are
measured at a plurality of points by using the PZT needle
hydrophones. FIG. 5 shows an example of waveforms after
amplification.

Although the reflection signal has a weak intensity as
compared with the directly received signal, it has an ampli-
tude sufficient to the three-dimensional instrumentation.
Herein, the signal is subjected to the image reconstruction
using the simple common-mode addition. FIG. 6 shows a
result of reconstructing the instrumentation target.
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FIG. 6(a) shows the three-dimensional image of the
instrumentation target in the top view, in which a long and
thin portion is reconstructed. FIG. 6(b) shows a bending
state of a portion shown by an arrow. The use of the spherical
waves obtains a high picture-quality even in the simple
image reconstructing algorithm.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing the result of measuring the
incidence rate of the breakdown upon changing the laser
beam intensity. Referring to FIG. 8, a result (a) of the
incident rate of the distilled water (H,0), a result (b) of the
incident rate upon distributing polystyrene (PS) (having a
particle diameter of 1 um) in the water, and a result (c) upon
using deuterium oxide (D,0) are shown. As will be
understood, the addition of the polystyrene (having a par-
ticle diameter of 1 pm) to the distilled water or the replace-
ment with the deuterium oxide extremely increases the
incident rate of the breakdown even by low incident-laser-
power. Thus, the ultrasonic waves can safely be generated by
decreasing the energy necessary for the laser induced break-
down.

The present invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiment and can variously be modified based
on the essentials of the present invention, and the various
modifications are not excluded from the range of the present
invention.

As described in detail, according to the present invention,
the following advantages are obtained.

(A) An ultrasonic angioscope system is constructed for
sending ultrasonic waves to a portion ahead of a stricture
portion of a blood vessel and visualizing a portion in the
forward direction of the angioscope without fail.

(B) The ultrasonic waves caused by the laser breakdown
are sent and have no directivity, therefore, the wide range in
the forward direction is visualized, and this is extremely
effective for the diagnosis in the blood vessel.

(C) The ultrasonic waves caused by the laser breakdown
are pulse-shaped without ringing and therefore the image
having an exceedingly high resolution is reconstructed.
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Industrial Applicability

The ultrasonic angioscope system according to the present
invention observes the wide range of the stricture portion in
the forward direction, which is not optically visualized, and
is preferable to the diagnosis and the treatment using the
angioscope. Further, expectatively, the ultrasonic angio-
scope system is used for industrial endoscopes.

What is claimed is:

1. An ultrasonic angioscope system comprising:

(2) a laser generating device installed outside the human

body;

(b) a probe that introduces laser beams emitted from said
laser generating device into a blood vessel via an
optical fiber, set at the tip of the optical fiber, having a
lens and a dielectric;

(c) ultrasonic-wave generating means that uses a laser
breakdown generated in the dielectric;

(d) a plurality of hydrophones that receive reflected
waves, of ultrasonic waves emitted by the laser
breakdown, from a stricture portion of the blood vessel,
and are disposed at the tip end of said probe; and

(¢) means for forming a stricture-shaped image of the
stricture portion based on the signals received from the
hydrophones by a synthetic aperture method.

2. An ultrasonic angioscope system according to claim 1,
wherein said dielectric includes water, deuterium water, and
water containing polyethylene.

3. An ultrasonic angioscope system according to claim 2,
wherein said water containing polyethylene is obtained by
distributing polyethylene particles having a diameter of 50
to 1000 nm in distilled water.

4. An ultrasonic angioscope system according to claim 1,
wherein said laser beam is a laser beam of Nd: YAG of 1064
nm.

5. An ultrasonic angioscope system according to claim 1,
wherein 16 to 64 hydrophones among said plurality of
hydrophones are concentrically arranged on said probe.
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