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ELEMENT MAPPING AND TRANSMITTER
FOR CONTINUOUS WAVE ULTRASOUND
IMAGING

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to continuous wave ultra-
sound imaging. In particular, transmitters and channel count
reduction are provided for steered continuous wave Doppler
ultrasound imaging.

To reduce the channel count, signals from different ele-
ments are combined to form subarrays. The use of subarrays
may minimize the number of receive beamformer channels
used in an ultrasound imaging system or the number of cables
to communicate the signals from the elements to the ultra-
sound imaging system. For example, a two-dimensional
transducer array is divided into a number of pre-set subarrays.
Signals from elements within a same subarray are combined
together and transmitted through a cable to an ultrasound
imaging system. The number of subarrays corresponds to the
number of cables and receive beamformer channels of the
imaging system. However, the subarrays may change with
different steering.

U.S. application Ser. Nos. 10/741,827 and 10/741,538, the
disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference,
disclose altering the size of subarrays as a programmable
trade off between the number of transducer array elements
and the number of receive beamformer channels. The size,
shape or location of subarrays may be dynamically varied.
Electronics are provided in the transducer assembly for
implementing the subarray variation. The electronics provide
time division multiplexing or partial beamforming for the
subarrays. The electronics allow variation in subarray size for
use with a same ultrasound imaging system.

Time division multiplexing or partial beamforming are
implemented with clocked circuits or switching applied to
receive signals. Other partial beamforming within a trans-
ducer probe includes charge coupled device delay lines or
linear phased switched capacitors. Switching limits the
dynamic range of the signal. For pulsed wave imaging, the
dynamic range limitations may be acceptable. However, for
continuous wave imaging, the limits on dynamic range from
switching may be unacceptable.

Switching also dissipates power. Power consumption for
switching may result in less power for preamplification.
Power is also used to continuously generate waveforms. Less
power for preamplification reduces the amount of available
dynamic range.

Similarly, the transmitters used for pulsed wave imaging
use high voltage sources with a low duty cycle. The transmit-
ters are also used for continuous wave imaging by reducing
the voltage, resulting in poor power dissipation. Using a large
number of high voltage transmitters for continuous wave
transmission with a multidimensional array exacerbates
power dissipation problems.

BRIEF SUMMARY

By way of introduction, the preferred embodiments
described below include methods and systems for element
mapping and transmission of continuous waves in ultrasound
imaging. For use with multiple dimension or large arrays, the
number of receive beamformer channels or associated cables
connecting the transducer array to the receive beamformer
may be limited. Subarrays of signals from different elements
associated with similar phasing are combined without switch-
ing. The combined subarray signals are then received beam-
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2

formed to generate a continuous wave image. Receive chan-
nels without clocking or beamforming prior to a steered
continuous wave Doppler beamformer maximize dynamic
range. For further or different optimization of steering con-
tinuous waves, low voltage transmitters separate from high
voltage transmitters are provided for a plurality of elements.

Various aspects and advantages are provided in the pre-
ferred embodiments. In a first aspect, a system for selecting
subarrays in continuous wave imaging is provided. A trans-
ducer array is provided as part of a transducer assembly. The
transducer array has a plurality of elements. A plurality of
combiners is operable to combine signals from a respective
plurality of subarrays of the plurality of elements. Channels
from the plurality of elements to the plurality of combiners
are free of switching during reception of continuous wave
signals.

In a second aspect, a method for selecting subarrays is
provided for continuous wave ultrasound imaging. Continu-
ous wave signals from a first plurality of elements are
summed. The summed signals correspond to a first range of
phase shifts. Continuous wave signals from a second plurality
of elements are summed. The summed signals correspond to
a second range of phase shifts different than the first range.
The outputs from the two summing operations are transmitted
separately to a receive beamformer.

In a third aspect, a system for transmission of continuous
waves in ultrasound imaging is provided. A pulse wave trans-
mitter is connectable with a transducer array. A continuous
wave transmitter is also connectable with the transducer
array. The continuous wave transmitter is separate from the
pulse wave transmitter.

In a fourth aspect, a method is provided for transmission of
continuous waves in ultrasound imaging. Continuous waves
are generated with the continuous wave transmitter separate
from a pulse wave transmitter. The continuous waves are
applied to a transducer array within a same probe housing as
the continuous wave transmitter.

The present invention is defined by the following claims,
and nothing in this section should be taken as a limitation on
those claims. Further aspects and advantages of the invention
are disclosed below in conjunction with the preferred
embodiments. The aspects discussed above or further aspects
disclosed below may be later claimed independently or in
combination.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The components and the figures are not necessarily to
scale, emphasis instead being place upon illustrating the prin-
ciples of the invention. Moreover, in the figures, like refer-
ence numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the
different views.

FIG. 1 is a graphical representation of a continuous wave
reception system and combination of signals with similar
phase in one embodiment;

FIG.2is a graphical representation of another embodiment
of combination of signals with similar phase;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a pulsed
and continuous wave switch network;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a switch
network for continuous wave imaging;

FIG. 5 is flow chart diagram of one embodiment of a
method for forming subarrays for continuous wave imaging;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of one embodiment of a trans-
mitter circuit for pulsed and continuous wave imaging;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart diagram of one embodiment of a
method for transmitting continuous waves.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
AND PRESENTLY PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Steered continuous wave Doppler imaging may be opti-
mized by providing a wide dynamic range. Minimizing noise
while maximizing the dynamic range is provided through
careful design of grounding, clocking and quantization. For
multi-dimensional or large arrays used for two- or three-
dimensional imaging, the number of signals provided from a
transducer to a receive beamformer is reduced to minimize
receive beamformer circuitry costs and cable counts. By com-
bining signals from different elements with similar phases
without clocking or other beamforming within the transducer
assembly, the signals from a large number of elements are
transmitted to an imaging system for steering continuous
wave beamformation. For transmissions, a separate continu-
ous waveform transmitter is provided. In one embodiment,
the transmitter is used with the similar phase shift subarray
combination, but the two aspects may be used independently
in different embodiments.

FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of a system 10 for selecting
subarrays in continuous wave ultrasound imaging. The sys-
tem 10 includes a transducer assembly 12 releasably connect-
able with an imaging device and associated receive beam-
former 14. Additional, different or fewer components may be
provided. While shown as separable, the transducer assembly
12 may be permanently connected with the receive beam-
former 14. In other embodiments, a portion of or the entire
receive beamformer 14 is located within the transducer
assembly 12.

The transducer assembly 12 includes a cable 16 connecting
a probe housing 18 to a connector 20. Additional, different or
fewer components may be provided, such as the probe hous-
ing 18 including the connector 20 without the cable 16. The
cable 16 is a plurality of coaxial cables connecting the probe
housing to the receive beamformer 14 through the connector
20. The connector 20 is any now known or later developed
mechanical and electrical structure for releasably connecting
the transducer probe assembly 12 with an ultrasound imaging
device.

The transducer probe housing 18 is plastic, metal, epoxy,
polymer, fiberglass or other now known or later developed
structures for housing a transducer array 22. The probe hous-
ing 18 is shaped for ergonomic use within a hand, such as for
holding a transducer probe adjacent to a skin or outer surface
of a patient. In other embodiments, the transducer probe
housing 18 is shaped for use internal to a patient, such as a
catheter or endocavity probe.

The transducer array 22 is a one or multi-dimensional
transducer array of elements. For a multi-dimensional array,
the elements are spaced along a rectangular, square, hexago-
nal, triangular or other now known or later developed grid
pattern. The grid pattern is either fully sampled or sparsely
sampled. The transducer array 22 is planar but may be curved
along one or more dimensions. The transducer array 22 is at
least partially within or is a part of the transducer probe
assembly 12. As shown in FIG. 1, the transducer array 22 is
within the transducer probe housing 18. Either through an
opening or an acoustic window or lens in the transducer probe
housing 18, the transducer array 22 transmits and receives
acoustical energy.

The transducer array 22 has a plurality of elements 24,
Each of the elements 24 is a piezoelectric or capacitive mem-
brane transducer. Other now known or later developed trans-
ducers may be used. Each element 24 is associated with two
electrodes for transducing between electrical and acoustical
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energies. While thirty-six elements 24 are shown in the array
22, a greater or fewer number elements may be used. The
elements 24 are labeled PO through P7. The labels correspond
to different amounts of relative phase shift. For steering con-
tinuous wave signals received by each of the elements, a
relative phasing is applied to the signals by the receive beam-
former 14. As the depth of focus or focus location changes,
the phasing relationship between elements may change.

The probe housing 18 of FIG. 1 is shown populated by a
plurality of different groupings of elements 24. Arrows from
the array 22 to the different groupings of elements 24 con-
ceptually represent a switch distribution of elements 24. In
steered continuous wave beamforming, range information is
not used based on the time of signal returned. Steered con-
tinuous wave beamforming is used to detect frequency shifts
imparted upon the transmitted pressure wave due to moving
objects. The stability of moving objects relative to the fre-
quency of the ultrasound waves and the speed of sound in the
tissue allows for delays to wrap once they exceed 2w of the
transmit frequency period. Since the continuous waves are
narrow band, phase shifts (i.e., rotations) and/or phase delays
may be used for beamforming steering continuous waves. For
example, eight different phase shifts or delays are used for
receive beamforming steered continuous waveforms. Fach of
the conceptual groupings of elements 24 represents one of
eight different similar phase shift groupings. More or fewer
than eight phase shift groupings may be used. The elements
labeled PO correspond to a zero phasing. The elements
labeled P1 through P7 correspond to different relative phases.

Each element 24 is connected through a channel 26 to a
combiner 28. The combiners 28 are nodes connecting a plu-
rality of conductors, an amplifier, a summer, a digital com-
biner, an analog combiner, a multiplexer, combinations
thereof or other now known or later developed structure for
combining signals from a plurality of sources. The combiners
28 are part of the transducer assembly 12, such as being
positioned within the probe housing 18. In alternative
embodiments, the combiners 28 are positioned within the
connector 20 or the receive beamformer 14. Each of the
combiners 28 is operable to combine signals from a respec-
tive plurality of elements 24. The groupings of elements 24
correspond to subarrays within the transducer array 22. Fight
different subarrays are formed in the embodiment of FIG. 1,
resulting in eight different output signals for the transducer
array 22. In alternative embodiments, additional or different
numbers of subarrays and associated combiners 28 are pro-
vided. For example, the P1, P2 and P3 groupings with a
greater number of elements are divided into two subarrays
each. Each ofthe two subarrays has a same relative phase shift
range.

In one embodiment, the transducer array 22 corresponds to
a receive aperture, and different elements are provided for a
transmit aperture, such as disclosed in U.S. Published Patent
Application No. 2005-0203404, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference. Any of symmetric or asym-
metric distribution of the continuous wave transmit and
receive apertures may be used. The transmit elements are part
of the array 22 or part of a separate array. For example, one or
more of the elements 24 of the transducer array 22 areused for
transmit and the remaining elements 24 are used for receive
operation. The combiners 28 are operable for receiving con-
tinuous wave signals.

Each of the channels 26 is a conductor or other signal trace
extending from an element 24 to a combiner 28. The channels
26 are free of switching during reception of continuous wave
signals. In one embodiment, the channels 26 are free of
switches or other active components. In other embodiments,
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the channels 26 include one or more switches that are oper-
able to remain static for receiving continuous wave signals
from the elements 24. For example, FIG. 3 shows one
embodiment of a channel 26 connecting the transducer ele-
ment 24 to the combiner 28. Such acircuitis disclosed in U.S.
Published Patent Application No. 2005-0203392, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference. The chan-
nel 26 includes a single input to differential output amplifier
44, a switch network 46 and a differential input to single-
ended output amplifier 48. Additional, different or fewer
components may be provided. The switch network 46
includes two pairs of transistor switches operable in response
to two control signals, respectively. The differential output
amplifier 44 provides inverted and non-inverted receive sig-
nals to each pair of switches 46. The single-ended output
amplifier 48 outputs a signal responsive to the switches 46
and the input signal from the transducer element 24.

As shown in FIG. 3, the switches 46 may be configured in
one of four different states: off, non-inverted, inverted and
cancellation states. For continuous wave imaging, the
switches are switched into a non-inverted or an inverted state
and maintained static during reception of continuous wave
signals. For pulse wave imaging, any of the off, non-inverted
and inverted states are used. For example, pulse wave imaging
makes use of mixing or time division multiplexing using the
switches 46. For mixing, the switches 46 are switched
between an inverted and non-inverted state in response to a
local oscillating signal. The switches 46 mix the local oscil-
lating control signal with the received pulse wave signal.
Alternatively, the switches 46 operate between the off and
non-inverted states for time division multiplexing. The
switches are turned to the non-inverted state for a time slot
associated with the particular element 24 and are otherwise
maintained in an off state.

In one embodiment, the subarrays of elements 24 associ-
ated with each combiner 28 are set or permanent. In another
embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the channel 26 includes one or
more switches 50 for selectively defining the subarrays. The
switches 50 are transistors, CMOS pass transistors, pairs of
transistors, Gilbert cells, relays, digital circuits, analog cir-
cuits, combinations thereof, or other now known or later
developed switches. A switch 50 1s provided for each possible
connection of an element 24 to a different combiner 28, such
as providing connections of each element 24 to one of eight
different combiners 28. A fewer number of possible connec-
tions may be provided, such as where an element 24 is asso-
ciated witha fewer number or sub-set of phase groupings. The
switches 50 are operated prior to reception of continuous
wave signals. Operation during reception may be provided.
The switches 50 remain static during the combination of
continuous wave signals to be used for imaging. The channels
26 include a plurality of path boxes. In this embodiment, each
ofthe path boxes corresponds to the channel 26 shown in FIG.
3. In alternative embodiments, the channel 26 shown in FIG.
3 is used without the switches 50 of FIG. 4, or the switches 50
of FIG. 4 are used without the channel 26 of FIG. 3.

Additional or different structures may be provided for the
channel 26. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 7,517,317, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference, discloses
forming super arrays for selecting between different subarray
sizes for combining received signals. As disclosed therein, the
combination structure using super arrays for switches differ-
ent elements to different combiners, such as switching ele-
ments to one of four different combiners from each of mul-
tiple slices of the super array. By switching to different
combiners, elements associated with a similar phase may be
switched to a same combiner. Additional combiners combine
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the combined slice signals to form a complete subarray sig-
nal. For any given super array of elements, four outputs are
provided associated with four different ranges of similar
phase shift. Greater or fewer number of outputs and associ-
ated similar phase shift ranges may be provided.

Referring to FIG. 1, each of the subarrays or grouping of
elements 24 corresponds to elements 24 associated with a
similar phase shift. For example and as shown in FIG. 1, eight
different phase shift ranges are provided. In this embodiment,
a similar phase shift includes phase shifts within 45 degrees.
As shown in FIG. 1, the center of each phase shift range is a
0,a /4w, 1/2m, 3/4m, ww, 5/4m, 3/2m and 7/4x. Larger or smaller
phase shift ranges may be used with a same, greater or less
number of combiners and associated outputs. For example,
ten different combiners 28 are provided for ten different
phase shift ranges of thirty-six degrees. In other embodi-
ments, one or more of the combiners 28 is associated with a
different size phase shift range. For example, one combiner
28 is associated with a 45 degree phase shift range, and a
different combiner 28 is associated with a greater or lesser
range of phase shifts. The phase shift is relative to the transmit
frequency period. A similar phase shift is a relative term for
distinguishing between at least two different values or ranges.

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment with a reduced number of
outputs for the same transducer array 22 and relative phasing
shown in FIG. 1. Each of the subarrays of elements 24 asso-
ciated with the combiner 28 corresponds to elements 24 with
a similar phase shift and with phase shifts about 180 degrees
from the similar phase shifts. For example, one combiner 28
is associated with the PO and P4 elements for the phase shifts
centered at 0 and rt. Another combiner 28 is associated with
the P1 and P5 elements 24 for 1/4 and 5/4x centered phase
shifts. The phase shift ranges are of the same or different size
for the two different ranges of similar phase shifts that are to
be combined.

Inverters 54 invert the continuous wave signals associated
with the elements 24 with the phase shifts of about 180
degrees from the other group of elements 24 to be combined.
For example, the elements 24 labeled P4 are inverted for a
combination with the elements labeled P0. The continuous
wavesignals from the elements 24 with a range of phase shifts
centered at pi are inverted and combined with the non-in-
verted continuous wave signals from the elements 24 associ-
ated with the phase shift range centered at zero degrees. Each
inverter 54 is an analog inverter, digital inverter, a differential
output amplifier or other now known or later developed
device for inverting signals. For example, each channel 26
includes the switch network 46 shown in FIG. 3. For continu-
ous wave operation, the switches are either set to a non-
inverted or an inverted state. Any of the signals from the
different elements 24 may then selectively be inverted or not
inverted for the combination. As a result, the eight different
phase shift groupings are provided on four outputs. Alterna-
tively, 16 different phase groupings are provided on 8 differ-
ent outputs.

Any number of phase shift groupings and associated out-
puts may be used. FIGS. 1 and 2 show either all of the
combiners 28 associated with a same phase shift range or with
two different phase shift ranges. Combinations of a subset of
the combiners of FIG. 2 associated with a single phase shift
range with a subset of the combination of inverted and non-
inverted signals may be used.

Where a different number of elements 24 are provided in
each of the subarrays, amplifiers may be used to apply differ-
ent amounts of amplification. Amplifiers include a pre-am-
plifier, the amplifier 44, the amplifier 48, an amplifier in one
or more of the channels 26, an amplifier after the combiner 28,
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an amplifier in the receive beamformer 14 or other now
known or later developed amplifiers. Different amounts of
amplification are provided for continuous wave signals by
amplifying prior to combination or by amplifying after com-
bination. In one embodiment, the amplifiers are within the
transducer assembly, such as amplifiers within the channels
26. The number of signals and associated elements 24 formed
into a subarray may vary depending on the focus depth and
steering angle. Subarrays or signal groups with fewer inputs
may have increased amplifier gain to maintain constant head-
room or dynamic range for the subarray. Alternatively, the
same amplification is provided across the entire transducer
array 22 ordifferent amplifications but not as a function of the
size of the subarray. After applying phase rotations or delays
in the receive beamformer 14, gain differences may be
removed before summation. Alternatively, gain differences
between the subarrays are removed in the connector 20 prior
10 the receive beamformer 14.

For receive beamformation, the received subarray signals
or summed continuous wave signals from different subarray
groupings are relatively phased and combined. The relative
phasing used corresponds to the phase shifts associated with
the subarray. Where one or more of the combiners 28 is
associated with no elements due to steering angle or focal
depth, the receive beamformer sums the zero signal as part of
the beamforming process. Alternatively to reduce noise, the
combiners 28 associated with no subarray are not used for
receive beamformation. Another alternative is to utilize
unused combiners 28 to share the load of other combiners 28
that are heavily used.

FIG. 5 shows a method for selecting subarrays in continu-
ous wave ultrasound imaging. Additional, different or fewer
acts may be provided in a same or different order. The method
is implemented by the systems described above or other sys-
tems.

In act 62, subarrays are selected for the receive aperture.
For example, a first group of elements are selected. A second
group of different elements are selected. Any number of
groups of elements may be selected. In one embodiment, an
entire receive aperture is formed into eight or four subarrays.
In another embodiment, the entire receive aperture is divided
into super arrays. Each super array outputs eight or four
different outputs associated with different phase ranges. A
plurality of outputs for the array has a same phase shift range.
The selected elements form different subarrays. The elements
included within each subarray are selected as a function of the
steering angle and focal depth. As the steering angle or focal
depth changes, the elements included in each subarray may
change. The elements within a subarray may be contiguous or
spaced from each other within the transducer array.

In act 64, the continuous wave signals for each of the
subarrays are summed. Continuous wave signals received at
the elements of a subarray corresponding to a range of phase
shifts are summed. Summations for different phase shift
ranges are performed for other groups of elements in other
subarrays. Any of various sizes of phase shift ranges may be
used. In one embodiment, continuous wave signals associated
with two different ranges of phase shifts are combined. For
example, the phase shifts between the groupings or ranges are
about 180 degrees different. The continuous wave signals of
one of the two groups of phase shift ranges are inverted prior
to summation. The continuous wave signals from elements
connected to the same combiners are summed. The elements
connected to each combiner are associated with a similar
phase shift. In one embodiment, more than one output and
associated subarrays are provided for a same phase range.
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In act 66, the continuous wave signals are maintained free
of switching from the elements to summation. By preventing
switching prior to summation, an increased dynamic range
may be provided for the steered continuous wave signals. One
or more switches may be positioned after each of the elements
within one or more subarrays and prior to a combiner. The
switches each have at least an open and a closed state. For
example, switches for connecting different elements to dif-
ferent combiners as a function of the desired relative phase
shift or switches for implementing pulsed wave functions are
provided. The switches are maintained in a static position
during reception of the continuous wave signals. For
example, switches associated with routing a particular ele-
ment to a desired combiner are maintained in a closed state
during reception of the continuous wave signals. Switches for
time division multiplexing, mixing or partial beamforming
are maintained in a same state during reception of continuous
wave signals.

The switches for pulsed wave processes may be moved
between open and closed states during reception of pulsed
wave signals in response to pulsed wave transmit events. For
example, a transmitter generates pulsed wave transmit wave-
forms. The waveforms are applied to the transducer. Pulsed
wave echo signals are received and mixed, multiplexed, par-
tially beamformed or otherwise combined to form a fewer
number of signals than elements. In a different transmit event,
a different transmitter or the same transmitter generates con-
tinuous wave transmit waveforms for reception of continuous
wave signals as described herein. In one embodiment, a con-
tinuous wave transmitter is provided in the transducer probe.
In an alternative embodiment, the continuous wave transmit-
ter is spaced from the transducer probe.

In act 68, the summed signals or outputs of the subarrays
are transmitted separately to a receive beamformer. For
example, the continuous wave signals within a subarray are
summed together within a transducer probe. The summed
outputs are transmitted to the receive beamformer, such as a
continuous wave beamformer, in an imaging system spaced
from the transducer probe by a cable. Alternatively, the out-
puts are transmitted to a continuous wave beamformer pro-
vided within a transducer probe or assembly. The summation
forms subarray signals for different subarrays. By combining
signals from a multi-dimensional or large transducer array,
the number of channels or connections from the transducer
probe to an imaging system is reduced.

In one embodiment, a same number of continuous wave
signals are summed for each subarray. Alternatively, a differ-
ent number of continuous wave signals are summed for dif-
ferent subarrays. The summed signals are provided to the
receive beamformer with or without amplification. For
example, a different amount of amplification is provided for
one subarray than for another subarray.

In one embodiment, preamplification or buffering is pro-
vided within the transducer probe for each of the elements 24.
The buffers or preamplifiers are selected to have large
dynamic range, but may have a more limited dynamic range
in other embodiments. Alternatively, preamplification and
buffering is avoided for steered continuous wave imaging, but
may be provided for pulsed wave imaging.

By reducing a number of outputs to correspond to the
number of ¢ables or receive beamformer channels or less, a
multi-dimensional or large transducer array for four-dimen-
sional imaging (i.e., real-time 3D imaging) may be used for
pulsed wave imaging and still provide steered continuous
wave imaging. Alternatively, the combination of subarrays
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for elements having similar phases is performed on a one-
dimensional array or a two-dimensional array used for two-
dimensional imaging.

For use with the same or different transducer assembly 12
asdiscussed above, a continuous wave transmitter is shown in
FIG. 6. FIG. 6 shows a transmit system 70 with a pulse wave
transmitter 72 and associated control 74 and a continuous
wave transmitter 76 and associated control 78. The pulsed and
continuous wave transmitter 72 and 76 connect with an ele-
ment 24. A preamplifier 80 connects with the element 24 as
part of the receive channel. The transmit system 70 is used for
each or a subset of the elements 24 of the array 22. Additional,
different or fewer components may be provided. For example,
the pulse wave transmitter 72 and associated control 74 are
not provided. Both transmitters 72, 76 may be connected to a
same side of the element 24. The system 70 provides for
continuous wave transmission for ultrasound imaging.

The transducer element 24 has two sides, such as an upper
and lower surface of a PZT element. Each side corresponds to
an electrode. In one embodiment, one of the electrodes is
connected to a relative ground potential, such as an absolute
ground or a system ground. In the embodiment shown in FIG.
6, each side and associated electrode of the element 24 is
connectable to ground through one or more switches. U.S.
Pat. No. 6,806,623 (U.S. application Ser. No. 10/185,404),
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference,
shows using the element for voltage isolation as shown in
FIG. 6. A direct connection may be provided in other embodi-
ments.

The pulse wave transmitter 72 includes two transistors and
a high-voltage source. One transmitter connects from the
high-voltage source to the element. The other transistor con-
nects from the relative ground to the element. By alternately
turning on and off the two transistors, a unipolar transmit
waveform is generated. Switching networks for generating
bipolar waveforms may alternatively be provided. The trans-
mitter 72 is optimized for large voltage swings by a having a
high voltage source, such as 100 to 200 volt source. A short
number of cycles are provided for pulse wave transmission,
such as four or fewer cycles. The interval between pulses is
relatively long, such as 280 microseconds or more between
pulses. A lesser or greater time period may be provided. For a
four-cycle waveform at 2 MHz at an imaging depth of 20
centimeter, the 280 microseconds of roundtrip time including
overhead results in a duty cycle of less than one percent. Other
duty cycles may be provided. Additional, different or fewer
components may be provided, such as providing a network or
a greater number of transistors using one or more voltage
sources.

The pulse wave transmitter 72 is connected with one side of
the element 24. In one embodiment, the pulse wave transmit-
ter 72 is provided within a transducer probe housing, but may
alternatively be provided within a connector or an imaging
system remote from the element 24.

The transmit control 74 for the pulse wave transmitter 72 is
a digital or analog circuit. The transmit controller 74 is
located within the transducer assembly 12 or within the imag-
ing system. The transmit control 74 activates the transistors of
the pulse wave transmitter 72.

The continuous wave transmitter 76 is two transistors and
a low-voltage source. One transistor connects from the side of
the element 24 opposite of the pulse wave transmitter 72 to
ground. The other transistor connects from the same opposite
side of the element 24 to the low voltage source. Additional
transistors may be provided for bipolar or other waveform
generation. In an alternative embodiment, the transistors of
the continuous wave of transmitter 76 connect on the same
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side of the element 24 as the pulse wave transmitter 72. At
least one transistor or voltage source of the continuous wave
transmitter 76 is different than components of the pulse wave
transmitter 72, providing a continuous wave transmitter sepa-
rate from the pulse wave transmitter 72.

As shown in FIG. 6, the continuous wave transmitter 76
connects with the same electrode or same side of the element
24 as the receive circuitry and preamplifier 80. The element
24 acts to isolate the lower voltage components of the pream-
plifier 80 and the continuous wave transmitter 76 from the
high voltage of the pulse wave transmitter 72. For example,
the low voltage source of the continuous wave transmitter 76
is about five percent or less of the high voltage source. A
greater or lesser voltage may be provided. Since the voltage is
provided continuously for continuous wave imaging, regula-
tions limit the voltage to be provided. Since the element 24 is
used for either transmit or receive in continuous wave imag-
ing, the continuous wave transmitter 76 may be provided ona
same side or connected to a same electrode of the element 24
as the receive circuit and an associated preamplifier 80. The
continuous wave transmitter 76 is located within a transducer
probe housing, such as adjacent to the element 24.

The continuous wave transmit control 78 is a digital or
analog device for controlling the transistors of the continuous
wave transmitter 76. The transmit controller 78 is located
within the transducer probe housing, the transducer assembly
or the imaging device.

The continuous wave transmitter 76 is part of the trans-
ducer assembly associated with the element 24. For example,
the continuous wave transmitter 76 is provided within a probe
housing with the transducer array. The pulse wave transmitter
72 is within the probe housing or elsewhere. In one embodi-
ment, the continuous wave transmitter 76 is integrated within
an ASIC with the preamplifier 80 and/or other of the channels
26 and/or combiners 28 discussed above. A separate continu-
ous wave transmitter 76 from the pulse wave transmitter 72
avoids having to switch or divide down the high voltage
source of the pulse wave transmitter. Optimization of the
components for low voltage operation within the continuous
wave transmitter 76 may be provided, avoiding noise or
power inefficiency due to components operable with high
voltages of the pulse wave transmitter 72 being used for
continuous wave imaging.

FIG. 7 shows a method for transmission of continuous
waves in ultrasound imaging. Additional, different or fewer
acts may be provided in a same or different order. The method
is implemented using the same system 70 shown in FIG. 6
above, but different systems or structures may be used. For
example, a continuous wave transmitter is connected to one
side of an element 24. A pulse wave transmitter is connected
to a different side of the element 24. A receive channel is
connected to the same side of the element of the continuous
wave transmitter.

In act 90, continuous waves are generated with a continu-
ous wave transmitter separate from a pulse wave transmitter.
The separation includes at least one component being differ-
ent, but shared components may be provided. Alternatively,
no shared components are provided. In the system 70 shown
in FIG. 6, the transistors of the continuous wave transmitter
76 are switched on and off in an alternating fashion. The
transistor connected to ground of the pulse wave transmitter is
switched on to the relative ground, and the transistor con-
nected to the high voltage source is switched off. The switch
to ground provides a grounding electrode for the element 24.
Any receive signals from the preamplifier 80 are ignored.
Alternatively, another switch disconnects the preamplifier
from the element 24.
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In act 92, signals are applied to the adjacent array. The
continuous wave transmitter is housed within a same probe
housing as the array. The generated continuous waves are
applied to the transducer array to generate continuous wave
acoustic signals. Different elements 24 are then used to
receive echoes from the continuous wave signals.

For pulsed wave imaging, the transistors of the continuous
wave transmitter 76 are turned off during receive time. The
preamplifier 80 amplifies the received signals for further pro-
cessing. The element 24 shields the preamplifier 80 from the
high voltage swings of the pulse wave transmitter 72. The
transistor connected to ground of the continuous wave trans-
mitter 76 on a same side of the element 24 of the preamplifier
80 isturned on during transmit time. Any large voltage swings
are shunted to ground, but low voltage swings due to received
signals are passed to the preamplifier 80.

While the invention has been described above by reference
to various embodiments, it should be understood that many
changes and modifications can be made without departing
from the scope of the invention. For example, the continuous
wave transmitter is used without or with the subarray forma-
tion of elements with similar phase shifts and vice versa.

1t is therefore intended that the foregoing detailed descrip-
tion be regarded as illustrative rather than limiting, and that it
be understood that it is the following claims, including all
equivalents, that are intended to define the spirit and scope of
this invention.

We claim:

1. A system for selecting subarrays in continuous wave
ultrasound imaging, the system comprising:
a transducer array as part of a transducer assembly, the
transducer array having a plurality of elements;

aplurality of combiners as part of the transducer assembly,
each of the combiners configured to combine signals
from a respective plurality of elements corresponding to
a subarray;

wherein channels from the plurality of elements to the
plurality of combiners are configured to be free of
switching during reception of continuous wave signals;
and

a plurality of switches within the channels, the switches
configured to select between connection of each of the
plurality of elements to different ones of the plurality of
combiners, the selection corresponding to the subarrays,
the switches configured to select prior to combination of
the continuous wave signals and configured to remain
static during combination of the continuous wave sig-
nals.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the transducer array

comprises a multi-dimensional array.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the transducer assembly
comprises a transducer probe housing, both the transducer
array and the plurality of combiners at least partially within
the transducer probe housing.

4. The system of claim 1 further comprising:

a plurality of switches operable to define the subarrays,
each of the subarrays corresponding to elements of the
plurality of elements having a similar phase shift.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the subarrays correspond
to elements of the plurality of elements having a similar phase
shift.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the subarrays correspond
to elements of the plurality of elements with similar phase
shifts and with phase shifts about 180 degrees from the simi-
lar phase shifts.
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7. The system of claim 6 further comprising:

a plurality of inverters operable to invert the continuous
wave signals of the elements with the phase shifts about
180 degrees from the similar phase shifts.

8. The system of claim 1 further comprising:

a plurality of amplifiers operable to apply different
amounts of amplification for continuous wave signals
associated with different subarrays, the plurality of
amplifiers being part of the transducer assembly.

9. The system of claim 1 further comprising:

atleastone switch for each of the channels and correspond-
ing elements of the plurality of element elements, the
switch configured to remain static for receiving continu-
ous wave signals from the respective element and con-
figured to perform one of: mixing and multiplexing for
pulsed wave signals from the respective element.

10. The system of claim 1 further comprising:

a high voltage transmitter connected with the plurality of
elements; and

alow voltage transmitter as part of the transducer assembly
connected with the plurality of elements.

11. A method for selecting subarrays in continuous wave

ultrasound imaging, the method comprising:

(a) summing continuous wave signals from a first plurality
of elements of an array corresponding to a first range of
phase shifts;

(b) summing continuous wave signals from a second plu-
rality of elements of the array corresponding to a second
range of phase shifts different than the first range; and

(¢) transmitting the outputs of (a) and (b) separately to a
receive beamformer.

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

(d) maintaining the continuous wave signals free of switch-
ing from the first and second pluralities of elements
through summation.

13. The method of claim 11 wherein (a) and (b) are per-
formed within atransducer probe and the receive beamformer
comprises a continuous wave beamformer in an imaging sys-
tem spaced from the transducer probe by a cable.

14. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

(d) selecting the first plurality of elements as a function of

a steering angle; and

(e) selecting the second plurality of elements as a function
of the steering angle.

15. The method of claim 11 wherein (a) comprises sum-
ming continuous wave signals of the first range of phase shifts
with inverted continuous wave signals having phase shifts
about 180 degrees from the first range of phase shifis.

16. The method of claim 11 wherein (a) and (b) comprises
forming subarray signals for first and second subarrays,
respectively, of a multi-dimensional transducer array.

17. The method of claim 11 wherein a different number of
the continuous wave signals are summed in (a) than in (b);

further comprising;

(d) amplifying associated with (a) differently than with
(b) as a function of the different number.

18. The method of claim 11 wherein at least one switch is
positioned after each of the elements of the first and second
pluralities of elements and prior to a combiner performing the
summations of (a) and (b), each switch having an open and a
closed state;

further comprising:

(d) maintaining each switch at the closed state or open
state during reception of the continuous wave signals
in response to a first continuous transmit event; and
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(e) moving the switches between the open and closed
states during reception of pulsed wave signals in
response to a second pulsed transmit event.

19. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

(d) generating continuous wave transmit waveforms with a
first transmitter in a transducer probe, (a) and (b) being
performed in the transducer probe;

(e) generating pulsed wave transmit waveforms with a
second transmitter.

20. A system for transmission of continuous waves in ultra-

sound imaging, the system comprising:

a transducer array;

a pulsed wave transmitter connectable with the transducer
array;

a continuous wave transmitter connectable with the trans-
ducer array, the continuous wave transmitter separate
from the pulsed wave transmitter.

21. The system of claim 20 further comprising:

a probe housing, the transducer array and the continuous

wave transmitter within the probe housing.

22. The system of claim 21 wherein the pulsed wave trans-
mitter is within the probe housing.

23. The system of claim 20 wherein the transducer array
comprises at least one transducer element having first and
second sides, the pulsed wave transmitter connectable with
the first side and the continuous wave transmitter connectable
with the second side.
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24. The system of claim 23 further comprising:
a receiver pre-amplifier connected with the second side.
25. The system of claim 23 wherein the pulsed wave trans-
mitter comprises first and second transistors, the first transis-
tor connected between the first side and a high power voltage
source, the second transistor connected between the first side
and a relative ground potential; and wherein the continuous
wave transmitter comprises third and fourth transistors, the
third transistor connected between the second side and a low
power voltage source, the fourth transistor connected
between the second side and the relative ground potential.
26. A method for transmission of continuous waves in
ultrasound imaging, the method comprising:
providing a continuous wave transmitter and a pulsed wave
transmitter;
(@) generating continuous waves with the continuous wave
transmitter separate from the pulsed wave transmitter;
(b) applying the continuous waves to a transducer array
within a same probe housing as the continuous wave
transmitter.
27. The method of claim 26 further comprising;
(c) connecting the continuous wave transmitter to a first
side of an element; and
(d) connecting the pulsed wave transmitter to a second side
of the element.
28. The method of claim 27 further comprising;
(e) connecting a receive channel to the first side of the
element.
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