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ULTRASONIC DIAGNOSTIC APPARATUS,
IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS, AND
IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation of PCT interna-
tional application Ser. No. PCT/IP2014/051300 filed on Jan.
22,2014 which designates the United States, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference, and
which claims the benefit of priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-009637, filed on Jan. 22, 2013, and
Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-009794, filed on Jan.
22,2014 the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD

[0002] Embodiments described herein relate generally to
an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, an image processing
apparatus, and an image processing method.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses have convention-
ally been widely used for diagnosing or observing blood
flows in living organisms. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
generates and displays blood flow information using Doppler
imaging, which visualizing ultrasonic reflection waves based
on the Doppler shift. Examples of blood flow information
generated and displayed by an ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus include color Doppler images and Doppler waveforms
(Doppler spectrums).

[0004] A color Doppler image is an ultrasonic image
achieved by color flow mapping (CFM). In CFM, an uvltra-
sonic wave is transmitted and received a plurality of number
of times along each of a plurality of scan lines. In CFM, an
array of data acquired from the same position is then applied
with moving target indicator (MT]) filtering so as to suppress
the signals resulting from stationary or slow moving tissue
structures (clutter signals) and to extract signals representing
blood flows. In CFM, blood flow information such as veloc-
ity, variance, and power of blood flows are estimated based on
the blood flow signals, and the resultant distribution of the
estimation results is displayed as, for example, a two-dimen-
sional color ultrasonic image (color Doppler image).

[0005] While a filter with a fixed coefficient, such as But-
terworth infinite impulse response (IIR) filter or a polynomial
regression filter, is usually used as an MTI filter, an adaptive
MTI filter in which the coefficient is changed based on the
input signal is also known.

[0006] Anexemplary adaptive MTI filter calculates a tissue
velocity from the signals before input to the MTT filter, and
acquires signals having their phase difference cancelled out.
The filter then selects one of MTT filter coefficients prepared
in advance, based on the resultant signals. Another type of
adaptive MTT filter generally referred to as an “eigenvector
regression filter” is also known. To acquire a signal with its
clutter component suppressed, this type of adaptive MTI filter
calculates eigenvectors from a correlation matrix, and calcu-
lates the coefficient to be used in the MTI filter directly from
the calculated eigenvectors. The approach is an application of
the technique used in the principal component analysis, Kar-
hunen-Loeve transform, or the eigenspace method. Also
known as real-time implementation of the method that uses
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the “eigenvector regression filter” is a method using the
“iterative power method” in calculating the eigenvectors.
[0007] The adaptive MT1 filter described above calculates
eigenvectors from a correlation matrix. The image quality of
a video visualized with the adaptive MTT filter using eigen-
vectors, however, changes depending on what conditions the
correlation matrix is calculated with. Therefore, the adaptive
MTI filter using eigenvectors has not always resulted in a
video with better image quality.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] FIG. 11is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
configuration of an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according
to a first embodiment;

[0009] FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 are schematics for explaining the
conventional technology;

[0010] FIG. 4, FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 are schematics illustrating
the exemplary ultrasound scan according to the first embodi-
ment;

[0011] FIG. 7 and FIG. 8 are schematics for explaining the
exemplary process of determining the rank to be reduced
according to the first embodiment;

[0012] FIG. 9 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary
image data displayed using the conventional technology;
[0013] FIG. 10 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary
image data displayed in the first embodiment;

[0014] FIG. 11 is a flowchart for explaining an exemplary
process performed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
according to the first embodiment;

[0015] FIG. 12 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary
process performed by correlation matrix calculating circuitry
according to a second embodiment;

[0016] FIG. 13 is a schematic for explaining the effect of
the second embodiment;

[0017] FIG. 14 is a flowchart for explaining an exemplary
process performed by an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
according to the second embodiment;

[0018] FIG. 15 is a schematic for explaining a third
embodiment;
[0019] FIG. 16 and FIG. 17 are schematics for explaining

the fourth embodiment; and

[0020] FIG. 18 and FIG. 19 are schematics for explaining
the fifth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] Anultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to one
embodiment includes correlation matrix calculating circuitry,
calculating circuitry, image generating circuitry, and control-
ling circuitry. The correlation matrix calculating circuitry is
configured to calculate a correlation matrix of a scanned
region consisting of a plurality of scan lines, from a data array
of pieces of reflection wave data collected from the same
position by transmitting and receiving ultrasonic waves in the
scanned region across a plurality of frames. The calculating
circuitry is configured to calculate a filter coefficient for sup-
pressing a clutter generated by a tissue, by performing prin-
cipal component analysis using the correlation matrix, and by
performing a matrix operation of approximating a clutter
component as a principal component and of suppressing the
clutter component. The image generating circuitry is config-
ured to generate ultrasound image data from blood flow infor-
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mation estimated using the filter coefficient. The controlling
circuitry is configured to cause a display to display the ultra-
sound image data.

[0022] Some embodiments of an ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus will now be explained in detail with referenceto the
accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

[0023] A configuration of an ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus according to a first embodiment will now be explained.
FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the exemplary configu-
ration of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the
first embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment
includes an ultrasound probe 1, a display 2, input circuitry 3,
and a main apparatus 10.

[0024] To transmit and to receive ultrasonic waves, the
ultrasound probe 1 is connected to the main apparatus 10. The
ultrasound probe 1 includes, for example, a plurality of piezo-
electric transducer elements, and each of these piezoelectric
transducer elements generates an ultrasonic wave based on a
driving signal supplied by transmitting and receiving cit-
cuitry 11 included in the can apparatus 10. The piezoelectric
transducer element in the ultrasound probe 1 also receives a
reflection wave from a subject P and converts the reflection
wave into an electric signal. The ultrasound probe 1 also
includes a matching layer formed on the piezoelectric trans-
ducer elements, and a backing material for preventing the
ultrasonic waves from propagating backwardly from the
piezoelectric transducer elements. The ultrasound probe 1 is
connected removably to the main apparatus 10.

[0025] Once the ultrasound probe 1 transmits an ultrasonic
wave to the subject P, the ultrasonic wave reflects one after
another on an acoustic impedance discontinuous plane of
body tissues in the subject P, and the piezoelectric transducer
element included in the ultrasound probe 1 receives the
reflected wave as a reflection wave signal. The amplitude of
the received reflection wave signal is dependent on the acous-
tic impedance of the discontinuous plane where the ultrasonic
wave is reflected. When a transmitted ultrasonic pulse reflects
on a moving surface such as a blood flow or a cardiac wall, the
resultant reflection wave becomes subject to a frequency shift
due to the Doppler shift. Such a frequency shift is dependent
on the velocity component of the moving body with respect to
the direction in which the ultrasonic wave is transmitted.
[0026] The first embodiment can be used in configurations
in which the ultrasound probe 1 is a one-dimensional array
probe that scans the subject P two dimensionally, and in
which the ultrasound probe 1 is a mechanical four-dimen-
sional probe or a two-dimensional array probe that scans the
subject P three dimensionally.

[0027] The input circuitry 3 includes a mouse, a keyboard,
a button, a panel switch, a touch command screen, a foot
switch, a trackball, and a joystick. The input circuitry 3
receives various setting requests from an operator of the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus, and transfers the received various
setting requests to the main apparatus 10.

[0028] The display 2 displays a graphical user interface
(GUT) for allowing an operator of the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus to enter various setting requests using the input
circuitry 3, and ultrasound image data and the like generated
in the main apparatus 10, for example.

[0029] Themainapparatus 10 is an apparatus that generates
ultrasound image data based on the reflection wave signals
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received by the ultrasound probe 1. The main apparatus 10
illustrated in FIG. 1 is an apparatus capable of generating
two-dimensional ultrasound image data based on two-dimen-
sional reflection wave signals, and three-dimensional ultra-
sound image data based on three-dimensional reflection wave
signals. The first embodiment can also be used in a configu-
ration in which the main apparatus 10 is specialized for two-
dimensional data.

[0030] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the main apparatus 10
includes the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11, a buffer
12, B-mode processing circuitry 13, Doppler processing cir-
cuitry 14, image generating circuitry 15, an image memory
16, an internal storage 17, and controlling circuitry 18.
[0031] The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 controls
transmissions and receptions of ultrasonic waves from and by
the ultrasound probe 1 based on instructions from the con-
trolling circuitry 18, which is described later. The transmit-
ting and receiving circuitry 11 includes a pulse generator, a
transmission delay circuit, and a puller, and supplies driving
signals to the ultrasound probe 1. The pulse generator gener-
ates a rate pulse for generating an ultrasonic wave to be
transmitted repeatedly at a predetermined pulse repetition
frequency (PRF). The transmission delay circuit delays the
rate pulse generated by the pulse generator, by a delay time
required for each of the piezoelectric transducer elements to
converge the ultrasonic wave generated by the ultrasound
probe 1 into a beam and to determine transmission directivity.
The puller applies a driving signal (driving pulse) to the
ultrasound probe 1 at the timing of the rate pulse. In other
words, by changing the delay time added to a rate pulse, the
transmission delay circuit desirably adjusts the direction in
which the piezoelectric transducer element surface outputs
the ultrasonic wave.

[0032] The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 has a
function capable of instantaneously changing the transmis-
sion frequency, the transmission driving voltage, and the like
to allow a predetermined scan sequence to be executed based
on instructions from the controlling circuitry 18, which is
described later. The transmission driving voltage is changed
by a linear amplifying oscillating circuit capable of switching
its value instantaneously, or a mechanism that electrically
switches a plurality of power source units.

[0033] The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 also
includes an amplifier circuit, an analog-to-digital (A/D) con-
verter, a receiving delay circuit, an adder, and a quadrature
detector circuit, and generates reflection wave data by per-
forming various processes to the reflection wave signal
received by the ultrasound probe 1. The amplifier circuit
amplifies the reflection wave signal on each channel, and
performs a gain correction to the signal. The A/D converter
A/D-converts the reflection wave signal applied with the gain
correction. The receiving delay circuit adds a receiving delay
time required for determining reception directivity to the
digital data. The adder adds the reflection wave signals with
the receiving delay time added by the receiving delay circuit.
In the reflection wave signals, a component reflecting in the
direction matching the reception directivity is emphasized by
this addition performed by the adder.

[0034] The quadrature detector circuit converts the output
signal from the adder into an in-phase (I) signal and a quadra-
ture-phase (Q) signal in the baseband bandwidth. The quadra-
ture detector circuit then stores the I signal and the Q signal
(hereinafter, referred to as 1/Q signals) in the buffer 12 as the
reflection wave data. The quadrature detector circuit may also
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convert the output signal from the adder into a radio fre-
quency (RF) signal and then store the RF signal in the buffer
12. The I/Q signals or the RF signal is a signal including phase
information (received signal). Hereinafter, the reflection
wave data output from the transmitting and receiving cir-
cuitry 11 is sometimes referred to as a received signal.
[0035] When the subject P is scanned two dimensionally,
the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 causes the ultra-
sound probe 1 to transmit a two-dimensional ultrasound
beam. The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 then gen-
erates two-dimensional reflection wave data from the two-
dimensional reflection wave signals received by the ultra-
sound probe 1. When the subject P is scanned three
dimensionally, the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11
causes the ultrasound probe 1 to transmit a three-dimensional
ultrasound beam. The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11
then generates three-dimensional reflection wave data from
the three-dimensional reflection wave signals received by the
ultrasound probe 1.

[0036] The buffer 12 is a buffer for temporarily storing
therein reflection wave data (I/Q signals) generated by the
transmitting and receiving circuitry 11. Specifically, the
buffer 12 stores therein 1/Q signals corresponding to several
frames or several volumes. The buffer 12 is, for example, a
first-in/first-out (FIFO) memory, and stores therein I/Q sig-
nals corresponding to a predetermined number of frames.
When the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 then gener-
ates 1/Q signals for a new frame, for example, the buffer 12
discards the 1/Q signals corresponding to the oldest frame,
and stores the 1/Q signals corresponding to the newly gener-
ated frame.

[0037] The B-mode processing circuitry 13 and the Dop-
pler processing circuitry 14 are signal processing circuitry
that perform various types of signal processing to the reflec-
tion wave data generated from the reflection wave signals by
the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11. The B-mode pro-
cessing circuitry 13 performs logarithmic amplification,
envelope detection, logarithmic compression, and the like to
the reflection wave data (1/Q signals) read from the buffer 12,
and generates data representing signal intensities correspond-
ing to a plurality of respective sampling points as luminance
(B-mode data).

[0038] The B-mode processing circuitry 13 is capable of
changing the frequency bandwidth to be visualized by filter-
ing the detected frequencies. The ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus according to the first embodiment can perform har-
monic imaging such as contrast harmonic imaging (CHI) or
tissue harmonic imaging (THI) using this function of the
B-mode processing circuitry 13. In other words, the B-mode
processing circuitry 13 separates the reflection wave data
acquired from the subject P having received an injection of
contrast agent into that corresponding to a harmonic compo-
nent having a reflection source in the contrast agent (ex-
tremely small bubbles) (harmonic data or subharmonic data)
and that corresponding to a fundamental component having a
reflection source in the tissues of the subject P (fundamental
wave data). The B-mode processing circuitry 13 can therefore
use the reflection wave data (received signals) representing
the harmonic component to generate the B-mode data from
which contrast image data is to be generated.

[0039] Theultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the
firstembodiment can perform THI using the filtering function
of the B-mode processing circuitry 13. In other words, the
B-mode processing circuitry 13 is capable of separating har-
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monic data or subharmonic data that is reflection wave data
(received signals) corresponding to the harmonic component
from the reflection wave data of the subject P. The B-mode
processing circuitry 13 can therefore generate B-mode data,
from which tissues image data having noise components
removed is to be generated, using the reflection wave data
(received signal) of the harmonic components.

[0040] For harmonic imaging such as CHI or THI, the
B-mode processing circuitry 13 may use an approach other
than the filtering mentioned above to extract harmonic com-
ponents. In harmonic imaging, imaging such as amplitude
modulation (AM) imaging, phase modulation (PM) imaging,
or what is called AMPM imaging using a combination of the
AM and the PM is used. In the AM imaging, the PM imaging,
and the AMPM imaging, an ultrasonic wave with a different
amplitude or phase is transmitted a plurality of number of
times along the same scan line. This allows the transmitting
and receiving circuitry 11 to generate and to output a plurality
of pieces of reflection wave data (received signals) for one
scan line. The B-mode processing circuitry 13 then extracts
harmonic components by adding or subtracting the pieces of
reflection wave data (received signals), corresponding to each
of the scan lines, in a manner suitable for the modulation in
use. The ID-mode processing circuitry 13 then generates
B-mode data by performing processing such as envelope
detection to the reflection wave data (received signal) of the
harmonic components.

[0041] Forexample, when used is PM, the transmitting and
receiving circuitry 11 causes the ultrasound probe 1 to trans-
mit a ultrasonic wave with an opposite polarity and the same
amplitude twice, e.g., (-1,1), along each of the scan lines,
following a scan sequence specified by the controlling cir-
cuitry 18. The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 then
generates a received signal for the transmission of “~1”, and
another received signal for the transmission of “1”. The
B-mode processing circuitry 13 then combines these two
received signals. In this manner, the B-mode processing cir-
cuitry 13 generates a signal mainly representing a second-
order harmonic component, with a fundamental component
removed. The B-mode processing circuitry 13 then generates
B-mode data for THI or CHI by performing processing such
as envelope detection to the signal.

[0042] As another example, THI, which performs imaging
of a video using a second-order harmonic component and a
differential component included in received signals, has been
put into practice. In the type of imaging using a differential
component, for example, the ultrasound probe 1 transmits an
ultrasonic wave with a waveform resulting from synthesizing
a first fundamental wave with a center frequency of “f1”” and
a second fundamental wave with a center frequency “f2” that
is higher than “f1”. This synthetic waveform is a synthesis of
the waveform of the first fundamental wave and the waveform
ofthe second fundamental wave, with their phases adjusted in
such a manner that the resultant differential component has
the same polarity as the second-order harmonic component.
The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 transmits a trans-
mission ultrasonic wave having such a synthetic waveform
twice, with their phase reversed. In this example, the B-mode
processing circuitry 13 extracts the harmonic component
mainly representing the differential component and the sec-
ond-order harmonic component with the fundamental com-
ponent removed by adding the two received signals, and then
performs processing such as envelope detection.
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[0043] The Doppler processing circuitry 14 generates data
that is extraction of movement information of moving bodies
within a scanned region, such movement information being
based on Doppler shift (Doppler data), by analyzing the fre-
quencies of the reflection wave data read from the buffer 12.
Specifically, the Doppler processing circuitry 14 generates
Doppler data such as average velocity, average variance, and
average powet, as movement information of moving bodies,
at each of a plurality of sampling points. Examples of a
moving body herein include blood flows, tissues such as those
of a cardiac wall, and contrast agent. As the movement infor-
mation of a blood flow (blood flow information), the Doppler
processing circuitry 14 according to the embodiment gener-
ates Doppler data that is estimations of average velocity,
average variance, average power, and the like of the blood
flow at each of a plurality of sampling points.

[0044] Theultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the
embodiment can perform color Doppler imaging, which is
also referred to as color flow mapping (CFM), using the
function of the Doppler processing circuitry 14. In CFM, an
ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received a plurality of
number of times along each of a plurality of scan line. In
CFM, a moving target indicator (MTI) filter is applied to a
data array acquired from the same position to suppress signals
resulting from stationary or slow moving tissue structures
(clutter signals), and to extract signals representing a blood
flow. In CFM, blood flow information such as velocity, vari-
ance, power, and the like of the blood flow is then estimated
from the blood flow signals. The image generating circuitry
15, which is described later, then generates ultrasound image
data (color Doppler image data) that is a two-dimensional
color representation of the distribution of the estimation
results, for example, and the display 2 displays the color
Doppler image data.

[0045] While a filter with a fixed coefficient such as But-
terworth infinite impulse response (IIR) filter or a polynomial
regression filter is usually used as the MT1 filter, the Doppler
processing circuitry 14 according to the embodiment uses an
adaptive MT1 filter, which changes the coefficient depending
on the input signal. Specifically, the Doppler processing cit-
cuitry 14 according to the embodiment uses a filter generally
referred to as an “eigenvector regression filter” as the adaptive
MTT filter. Hereinafter, an “‘eigenvector regression filter” that
is an adaptive MTT filter using eigenvectors is referred to as an
“eigenvector MTI filter”.

[0046] For the eigenvector MTI filter, eigenvectors are cal-
culated from a correlation matrix, and a coefficient to be used
in suppressing the clutter components is calculated from the
calculated eigenvectors. This approach is an application of
the technique used in the principal component analysis, the
Karhunen-Loeve transform, or the eigenspace method.
[0047] The Doppler processing circuitry 14 according to
the first embodiment that uses an eigenvector MTT filter
includes correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141, com-
puting circuitry 142, MTI filter processing circuitry 143, and
estimating circuitry 144, as illustrated in FIG. 1. The corre-
lation matrix calculating circuitry 141 calculates a correlation
matrix of a scanned region, from an array of consecutive
reflection wave data acquired from the same position (the
same sampling point). The computing circuitry 142 calcu-
lates the eigenvalues of the correlation matrix, and eigenvec-
tors corresponding to the respective eigenvalues, for example.
The computing circuitry 142 then calculates a matrix by
reducing the rank of a matrix consisting of the eigenvectors

Nov. 12,2015

arranged accordingly to the size of the respective eigenvalues,
as a filter matrix for suppressing clutter components.

[0048] From a data array consisting of consecutive reflec-
tion wave data acquired from the same position (the same
sampling point), the MTT filter processing circuitry 143
extracts and outputs a data array representing blood flow
signals resulting from the blood flows having its clutter com-
ponents suppressed using a filter matrix. Using the data out-
put from the MTI filter processing circuitry 143, the estimat-
ing circuitry 144 estimates the blood flow information by
performing an operation such as an autocorrelation operation,
and outputs the estimated blood flow information as Doppler
data. Specific processes performed by the Doppler processing
circuitry 14 according to the first embodiment will be
explained later in detail.

[0049] The B-mode processing circuitry 13 and the Dop-
pler processing circuitry 14 illustrated in FIG. 1 are capable of
processing both of two-dimensional reflection wave data and
three-dimensional reflection wave data. In other words, the
B-mode processing circuitry 13 generates two-dimensional
B-mode data from two-dimensional reflection wave data, and
generates three-dimensional B-mode data from three-dimen-
sional reflection wave data. The Doppler processing circuitry
14 also generates two-dimensional Doppler data from two-
dimensional reflection wave data, and generates three-dimen-
sional Doppler data from three-dimensional reflection wave
data.

[0050] The image generating circuitry 15 generates ultra-
sound image data from the data generated by the B-mode
processing circuitry 13 and the Doppler processing circuitry
14. Based on the two-dimensional B-mode data generated by
the B-mode processing circuitry 13, the image generating
circuitry 15 generates two-dimensional B-mode image data
representing the intensities of the reflection waves as lumi-
nance. Based on the two-dimensional Doppler data generated
by the Doppler processing circuitry 14, the image generating
circuitry 15 generates two-dimensional Doppler image data
visualizing the blood flow information. The two-dimensional
Doppler image data is image data representing velocity, vari-
ance, power, or a combination thereof. The Doppler image
data generated by the image generating circuitry 15 is either
a piece of color Doppler image data representing a piece of
blood flow information in colors, or Doppler image data
representing a piece of blood flow information in a gray scale.
[0051] The image generating circuitry 15 generates ultra-
sound image data to be displayed, generally by converting
(scan-converting) an array of ultrasound scan line signals into
an array of scan-line signals in a video format, an example of
which is a format for a television. Specifically, the image
generating circuitry 15 generates ultrasound image data to be
displayed by performing a coordinate conversion suitable for
the ultrasound scan mode used by the ultrasound probe 1. In
addition to the scan conversion, the image generating cit-
cuitry 15 also performs, as various types of image processing,
image processing for re-generating average luminance image
using a plurality of image frames applied with scan conver-
sion (smoothing process), and image processing applying a
differential filter to the image (edge emphasizing process), for
example. The image generating circuitry 15 also synthesizes
character information representing various parameters,
scales, body marks, and the like to the ultrasound image data.
[0052] In other words, the B-mode data and the Doppler
data are ultrasound image data not applied with scan conver-
sion, and the data generated by the image generating circuitry
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15 is ultrasound image data applied with scan conversion and
to be displayed. The B-mode data and the Doppler data are
also referred to as raw data. The image generating circuitry 15
generates two-dimensional ultrasound image data to be dis-
played from the two-dimensional ultrasound image data not
applied with scan conversion.

[0053] The image generating circuitry 15 also generates
three-dimensional B-mode image data by performing coor-
dinate conversion to the three-dimensional B-mode data gen-
erated by the B-mode processing circuitry 13. The image
generating circuitry 15 also generates three-dimensional
Doppler image data by performing coordinate conversion to
three-dimensional Doppler data generated by the Doppler
processing circuitry 14. The image generating circuitry 15
generates “three-dimensional B-mode image data or three-
dimensional Doppler image data” as “three-dimensional
ultrasound image data (volume data)”.

[0054] To generate various types of two-dimensional image
data for displaying volume data on the display 2, the image
generating circuitry 15 also performs a rendering process to
the volume data. An example of the rendering process pet-
formed by the image generating circuitry 15 includes a pro-
cess of generating a multi-planer reconstruction (MPR)
image data by performing multi-planer reconstruction (MPR)
to the volume data. Another example of the rendering process
performed by the image generating circuitry 15 includes vol-
ume rendering (VR) in which two-dimensional image data
reflected with three-dimensional information is generated.
[0055] The image memory 16 is a memory storing therein
image data to be displayed generated by the image generating
circuitry 15. The image memory 16 may also store therein
data generated by the B-mode processing circuitry 13 and the
Doppler processing circuitry 14. An operator can read the
B-mode data and the Doppler data stored in the image
memory 16 after making a diagnosis, for example. The image
generating circuitry 15 turns these pieces of data into ultra-
sound image data to be displayed. The image memory 16 may
also store therein the reflection wave data outputs from the
transmitting and receiving circuitry 11.

[0056] The internal storage 17 stores therein a control pro-
gram for transmitting and receiving ultrasonic waves, a con-
trol program for image processing, and a control program for
processing the data for displaying, diagnostic information
(such as patient ID and observations by physicians), and
various types of data such as a diagnostic protocol or various
body marks, for example. The internal storage 17 is also used
to store the image data stored in the image memory 16, as
required. The data stored in the internal storage 17 may be
transferred to an external device via an interface not illus-
trated. The internal storage 17 may also store therein data
received from an external device via an interface not illus-
trated.

[0057] The controlling circuitry 18 controls the entire pro-
cessing performed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus.
Specifically, the controlling circuitry 18 controls the pro-
cesses performed by the transmitting and receiving circuitry
11, the B-mode processing circuitry 13, the Doppler process-
ing circuitry 14, and the image generating circuitry 15, based
on various setting requests entered by an operator via the
input circuitry 3, various control programs read from the
internal storage 17, and various types of data. For example,
the controlling circuitry 18 controls the ultrasound scan by
controlling the ultrasound probe 1 via the transmitting and
receiving circuitry 11. In CFM, usually, B-mode image data
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that is tissues image data is displayed together with color
Doppler image data that is blood flow image data. To display
these pieces of image data, the controlling circuitry 18 causes
the ultrasound probe 1 to perform first ultrasound scan on a
first scanned region to acquire the blood flow information.
The first ultrasound scan is ultrasound scan for collecting the
color Doppler image data in the Doppler mode, for example.
The controlling circuitry 18 also causes the ultrasound probe
1 to perform second ultrasound scan, in addition to the first
ultrasound scan, to acquire the shape of tissues in a second
scanned region. The second ultrasound scan is ultrasound
scan for collecting B-mode image data in the B-mode, for
example.

[0058] The controlling circuitry 18 causes the ultrasound
probe 1 to perform the first ultrasound scan and the second
ultrasound scan by causing the transmitting and receiving
circuitry 11 to control the ultrasound probe 1. The first
scanned region and the second scanned region may be the
same region. The first scanned region may also be smaller
than the second scanned region, or the second scanned region
may be smaller than the first scanned region.

[0059] The controlling circuitry 18 also controls to display
the ultrasound image data to be displayed stored in the image
memory 16 or the internal storage 17 onto the display 2. The
units such as the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 in the
main apparatus 10 may be implemented as hardware such as
an integrated circuit, or may be implemented as a computer
program in which such circuitry are implemented as software
modules.

[0060] The overall configuration of the ultrasonic diagnos-
tic apparatus according to the first embodiment is explained
above. With such a configuration, the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus according to the first embodiment performs CFM
using blood flow information (Doppler data) estimated using
an eigenvector MTI filter. As mentioned earlier, the Doppler
processing circuitry 14 using the eigenvector MTI filter cal-
culates eigenvectors from a correlation matrix. The image
quality of Doppler image data visualized with the eigenvector
MTI filter changes depending on what conditions the corre-
lation matrix is calculated with. Therefore, there have been
some cases in which no improvement is achieved in the image
quality of an image visualized with the adaptive MTT filter
using eigenvectors. One example will now be explained with
reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. FIGS. 2 and 3 are schematics for
explaining the conventional technology.

[0061] In the ordinary color Doppler imaging, a transmis-
sionand reception of an ultrasonic wave is repeated a plurality
of number of times in the same direction, and a blood flow
signal is extracted from each of the received signals. A data
array acquired from the reflection wave signals (reflection
wave data) acquired by transmitting and receiving the ultra-
sonic waves to and from the same position is referred to as a
packet. A packet size represents the number of an ultrasonic
wave transmitted and received along the same direction to
acquire blood flow information for one frame. The packet size
generally used in the color Doppler imaging is from five to 16
or s0. With a larger packet size, the performance of the eigen-
vector M1 filter is improved, but the frame size is reduced.
[0062] Inthe conventional color Doppler imaging, to allow
a blood flow at a low flow rate to be detected at a higher
resolution by reducing a aliasing velocity, what is called
alternating ultrasound scan has been practiced. With the alter-
nating scan, however, the first scarned region for collecting
Doppler data is divided into a plurality of scan blocks, and a
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time lag is introduced between the scan blocks. Therefore,
when the eigenvector MT1 filter is used, the Doppler process-
ing circuitry 14 needs to calculate a correlation matrix of each
of the scan blocks so that different MTI filtering can be
applied to the respective blocks. Therefore, the conventional
color Doppler imaging has resulted in ultrasound image data
with abrupt change across the border between the scan
blocks.

[0063] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary alternating scan.
Hlustrated in FIG. 2 is an example in which the first scanned
region is the same as the second scanned region, and the
scanned region consists of eight scan lines from a first scan
line to an eighth scan line. In FIG. 2, the eight scan lines are
indicated as “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8”, respectively, in the
azimuth direction (in the direction in which the piezoelectric
transducer elements are arranged in the ultrasound probe 1).
InFIG. 2, the second ultrasound scan for the B-mode imaging
is represented by a black rectangle, and the first ultrasound
scan for Doppler mode imaging is represented by a hatched
rectangle.

[0064] In the alternating scan illustrated in FIG. 2, the sec-
ond ultrasound scan is performed along the first scan line, and
then performed along the second scan line. The first ultra-
sound scan is then performed along the first scan line, and
then along the second scan line, and this first ultrasound scan
is repeated eight times. Output from this scan sequence are
pieces of blood flow information corresponding to the first
scan line and the second scan line. In the alternating scan
illustrated in F1G. 2, the second ultrasound scan is performed
along the third scan line, and then performed along the fourth
scan line. The first ultrasound scan is then performed along
the third scan line, and then along the fourth scan line, and this
first ultrasound scan is repeated eight times. Output from this
scan sequence are pieces of blood flow information corre-
sponding to the third scan line and the fourth scan line.

[0065] In the alternating scan illustrated in FIG. 2, the sec-
ondultrasound scan is performed along the fifth scan line, and
then performed along the sixth scan line. The first ultrasound
scan is then performed along the fifth scan line, and then along
the sixth scan line, and this first ultrasound scan is repeated
eight times. Output from this scan sequence are pieces of
blood flow information corresponding to the fifth scan line
and the sixth scan line. In the alternating scan illustrated in
FIG. 2, the second ultrasound scan is performed along the
seventh scan line, and then performed along the eighth scan
line. The first ultrasound scan is then performed along the
seventh scan line, and then along the eighth scan line, and this
first ultrasound scan is repeated eight times. Output from this
scan sequence are pieces of blood flow information corre-
sponding to the seventh scan line and the eighth scan line.

[0066] As a result of the process described above, B-mode
image data and color Doppler image data for a first frame are
generated and displayed. Image data corresponding to a sec-
ond frame and thereafter is generated and displayed by
repeating this process illustrated in FIG. 2. This alternating
scan, illustrated in FIG. 2, is two-step alternating scan in
which two adjacent scan lines are scanned alternatingly, and
uses a packet size of “8”. In the alternating scan illustrated in
FIG. 2, because a piece of data is output for one packet, one
frame is displayed upon completion of the scan correspond-
ing to one frame. In other words, in this alternating scan, the
number of frames displayed is always the same as the number
of scan frames.
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[0067] Inthe alternating scan illustrated in FIG. 2, because
two out of the eight scan lines making up a scanned region for
Doppler mode imaging are scanned alternatingly, the scanned
region for Doppler mode imaging is divided into four scan
blocks, as illustrated in FIG. 3. Because the Doppler data
representing each of these scan blocks is generated upon
completion of 8x2=16 sets of ultrasonic wave transmission
and reception, these scan blocks appears as discontinuous in
the Doppler image data resultant of the alternating scan illus-
trated in FIG. 2.

[0068] Toimprovethe image quality of an image visualized
from the blood flow information using an eigenvector MTI
filter, in the first embodiment, the ultrasound scan used for
Doppler mode imaging, which does not need to divide the
scanned region into scan blocks, is used.

[0069] Specifically, the first ultrasound scan performed in
the first embodiment is achieved by transmitting and receiv-
ing an ultrasonic wave repeatedly in a scanned region con-
sisting of a plurality of scan lines in such a manner that the
reflection wave data from the same position can be collected
for a plurality of frames. More specifically, the first ultra-
sound scan according to the first embodiment is achieved by
repeating a transmission and reception of an ultrasonic wave
along each of a plurality of scan lines making up the scanned
region. Such a scan mode is the same as that of the second
ultrasound scan performed in the ordinary B-mode imaging,
and is the same as that used in the CFM to improve the frame
rate. Hereinafter, the first ultrasound scan described above is
referred to as “high-frame-rate ultrasound scan” and the CFM
performed with the “high-frame-rate ultrasound scan” is
referred to as “high-frame-rate imaging”.

[0070] In the high-frame-rate imaging, an array of data
representing the same position can be processed across a
plurality of frames in the frame direction (temporal direc-
tion). The high-frame-rate imaging, for example, allows the
MTI filter to process data with an infinite length, rather than
data with a finite length that is a packet. As a result, the
high-frame-rate imaging can improve the performance of the
MTI filter, and the blood flow information can be displayed at
a higher rate.

[0071] B-mode image data and Doppler image data can
both be generated and displayed based on the reflection wave
data collected with the high-frame-rate ultrasound scan. With
this data, however, the B-mode image data cannot be gener-
ated and displayed using THI capable of achieving high
image quality. The controlling circuitry 18 according to the
first embodiment, therefore, performs the second ultrasound
scan in a manner described below, in addition to the first
ultrasound scan for the high-frame-rate imaging. FIGS. 4 to 6
are schematics of exemplary ultrasound scan according to the
first embodiment.

[0072] The controlling circuitry 18 according to the first
embodiment causes the ultrasound probe 1 to perform a run of
the second ultrasound scan on one of a plurality of segments
that are divisions of the second scanned region, between a
plurality of runs of the first ultrasound scan, on the basis of
time sharing. In other words, in the first embodiment, a part of
the second ultrasound scan is performed between a plurality
of runs of the first ultrasound scan, and the first ultrasound
scan corresponding to several frames is completed in the time
required for the entire second ultrasound scan corresponding
to one frame to be completed. With such scan, the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment can be
specified with independent sets of ultrasonic wave transmis-
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sion and reception conditions, for the first ultrasound scan and
the second ultrasound scan, respectively. For example, the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment can perform the second ultrasound scan using THI-
based conditions. In other words, the second ultrasound scan
can be executed using the ultrasonic wave transmission and
reception conditions for THI that uses the filtering described
above. The second ultrasound scan can then be executed
using the ultrasonic wave transmission and reception condi-
tions for THI that visualizes a moving image by transmitting
ultrasonic waves at a plurality of rates along one scan line,
e.g., AM imaging, PM imaging, AMPM imaging, and imag-
ing using a differential component.

[0073] An example of the control process described above
will now be explained with reference to FIG. 4. The control-
ling circuitry 18 divides second scanned region into four
segments (first to fourth segments) based on an instruction
from an operator, information provided as initial settings, or
the like. “B” illustrated in FIG. 4 represents a segment
scanned with transmission/reception conditions for B-mode
imaging, and “D” illustrated in FIG. 4 represents a segment
scanned with transmission/reception conditions for color-
Doppler imaging. “D” illustrated in FIG. 4, for example, is a
segment scanned in the high-frame-rate mode described
above. In other words, in the first ultrasound scan illustrated
in FIG. 4, an ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received once
along each of the scan lines, instead of transmitting an ultra-
sonic wave in the same direction a plurality of number of
times and receiving reflection waves a plurality of number of
times, like in the general color Doppler imaging. As the first
ultrasound scan, the controlling circuitry 18 controls to trans-
mit and to receive an ultrasonic wave one time along each of
the scan lines making up the first scanned region, and to
acquire blood flow information from the reflection waves
across a plurality of frames (high-frame-rate imaging).

[0074] To begin with, the controlling circuitry 18 controls
to run the second ultrasound scan on the first segment (see (1)
in FIG. 4), and to run the first ultrasound scan on the second
scanned region (corresponding to one frame) (see (2) in FIG.
4). The controlling circuitry 18 then controls to run the second
ultrasound scan on the second segment (see (3) in FIG. 4), and
to run the first ultrasound scan on the second scanned region
(corresponding to one frame) (see (4) in FIG. 4). The control-
ling circuitry 18 then controls to run the second ultrasound
scan on the third segment (see (5) in FIG. 4), and to run the
first ultrasound scan on the second scanned region (corre-
sponding to one frame) (see (6) in FIG. 4). The controlling
circuitry 18 then controls to run the second ultrasound scan on
the fourth segment (see (7) in FIG. 4), and to run the first
ultrasound scan on the second scanned region (corresponding
to one frame) (see (8) in FIG. 4).

[0075] Thecontrolling circuitry 18 runs the first ultrasound
scan at an equal interval, as illustrated in FIG. 4. In other
words, the controlling circuitry 18 controls to scan the same
point “X” on a particular scan line in the first scanned region
at constant interval “T”, the scan point “X” being scanned
once in each run of the first ultrasound scan (2), (4), (6), and
(8) in FIG. 4. Specifically, the controlling circuitry 18
executes the first ultrasound scan at an equal interval by
setting an equal time to each run of segmented scan in the
second ultrasound scan. For example, the controlling cir-
cuitry 18 controls so that the same time is always required for
each run of segmented scan (1), (3), (5), and (7) illustrated in
FIG. 4 that is the second ultrasound scan. The controlling
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circuitry 18 uses the same conditions such as the size of the
segments of the second scanned region, the number of scan
lines, and the scan line density and depth. If the same number
of scan lines is used in each run of segmented scan that is run
as the second ultrasound scan, for example, the same time will
be required for each run. The Doppler processing circuitry 14
performs a process described later to the data array (“X,, ;,
X5 X, 15 X, - - - illustrated in FIG. 4) acquired from the
same position across the “D)” frames, and outputs blood flow
information for the point “X”. With this approach, the scan of
the entire second scanned region is completed in a time inter-
val “4T”, but the controlling circuitry 18 updates the tissue
image data in units of one segment of the scanned region,
instead of updating the tissue image data in units of the time
interval “4T”. Furthermore, when THI is performed based on
the approach for visualizing a moving image by transmitting
an ultrasonic wave at a plurality of rates along one scan line,
the number of ultrasonic wave transmissions performed to
acquire the received signals for one frame is increased. There-
fore, compared with ordinary B-mode imaging or THI using
filtering, the second scanned region needs to be divided into a
larger number of segments. For example, for the PM imaging,
the number of segments into which the second scanned region
is divided is changed from four to eight. In such a case, scan
of the entire second scanned region is completed at a time
interval “8T”. In such an example as well, the controlling
circuitry 18 updates the tissue image data in units of one
segment of the scanned region, instead of updating the tissue
image data in units of the time interval “8T”.

[0076] In the conventional color Doppler processing,
becausea data array enclosed as one packet is applied with the
“MTT filtering process” and the “velocity/variance/power
estimating process”, the conventional color Doppler process-
ing is only capable of outputting one piece of blood flow
information for one packet. By contrast, in the color Doppler
imaging using the high-frame-rate scan mode, there is no
such a concept as a “packet” in the scan. Therefore, with the
color Doppler processing performed in the high-frame-rate
scan mode, the length of the data array used in outputting one
piece of blood flow information can be changed to any length.
Furthermore, with the color Doppler processing performed in
the high-frame-rate scan mode, a data array used in the pro-
cess of outputting blood flow information in a previous time
phase may be used in a manner overlapping with the data
array used in the subsequent time phase.

[0077] This overlapping use of data arrays will now be
explained with reference to FI1G. 5. Illustrated in FIG. 5 is an
example in which the first scanned region is the same as the
second scanned region, and the scanned region consists of
eight scan lines from a first scan line to an eighth scan line. In
FIG. 5, the eight scan lines are represented as ““1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7, and 87, respectively, in the azimuth direction (in the direc-
tion in which the piezoelectric transducer elements are
arranged in the ultrasound probe 1). In FIG. 5, the second
ultrasound scan for the B-mode imaging is represented by a
black rectangle, and the first ultrasound scan for Doppler
mode imaging is represented by a hatched rectangle. FIG. 5 is
a schematic illustrating how the scanned region illustrated in
FIG. 2 is scanned in the scanning mode according to the first
embodiment.

[0078] In the scan illustrated in FIG. 5, the second ultra-
sound scan is performed along the first scan line, and the first
ultrasound scan is then performed sequentially along the first
scan line to the eighth scan line. The second ultrasound scan
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is then performed along the second scan line, and the first
ultrasound scan is then performed sequentially along the first
scan line to the eighth scan line. In the scan illustrated in FIG.
5, the second ultrasound scan of the third scan line then
performed, and the first ultrasound scan is then performed
sequentially along the first scan line to the eighth scan line.
The second ultrasound scan is then performed along the
fourth scan line, and the first ultrasound scan is then pet-
formed sequentially along the first scan line to the eighth scan
line.

[0079] In the scan illustrated in FIG. 5, the second ultra-
sound scan is then performed along the fifth scan line, and the
first ultrasound scan is then performed sequentially along the
first scan line to the eighth scan line. The second ultrasound
scan is then performed along the sixth scan line, and the first
ultrasound scan is then performed sequentially along the first
scan line to the eighth scan line. In the scan illustrated in FIG.
5, the second ultrasound scan is then performed along the
seventh scan line, and the first ultrasound scan is then per-
formed sequentially along the first scan line to the eighth scan
line. The second ultrasound scan is then performed along the
eighth scan line, and the first ultrasound scan is then per-
formed sequentially along the first scan line to the eighth scan
line.

[0080] In the example illustrated in FIG. 5, the data array
lengthis set to “8”, and the number of overlapping data arrays
between the frames to be displayed is set to “4”. With such
settings, as illustrated in FIG. 5, from the data collected from
the first to eighth runs of the first ultrasound scan, Doppler
data for the first frame is output, and the first frame of Doppler
image data is generated and displayed. As illustrated in FIG.
5, Doppler data for the second frame is output, and the second
frame of Doppler image data is generated and displayed,
based on the data collected from the fifth to twelfth runs of the
firstultrasound scan. As illustrated in FIG. 5, Doppler data for
the third frame is output, and the third frame of Doppler image
data is generated and displayed, based on the data collected
from the ninth to sixteenth runs of the first ultrasound scan.
[0081] Thesecondultrasound scan forthe B-mode imaging
is completed at the timing at which the first ultrasound scan
for two frames is completed, inthe exampleillustrated in FIG.
5. In the example illustrated in FIG. 5, B-mode image data
corresponding to a half of the scanned region (first scanned
region) is updated while one frame of Doppler image data is
displayed.

[0082] By using high-frame-rate ultrasound scan for the
first ultrasound scan for the Doppler imaging, the scanned
region (first scanned region) is not divided into a plurality of
scan blocks between which a time lag is introduced, unlike
the conventional technology. As a result, the entire scanned
region can be ensured of temporal continuity without time
lag, as illustrated in FIG. 6. Therefore, even with the process-
ing of the Doppler processing circuitry 14 using the eigen-
vector MTT filter, which will be explained in detail, the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment
can generate and display Doppler image data with no abrupt
change in the border.

[0083] The correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141
according to the first embodiment, to begin with, calculates a
correlation matrix of the scanned region (first scanned region)
from an array of reflection wave data acquired from the same
position across a plurality of frames, the reflection wave data
being collected by transmitting and receiving ultrasonic
waves to the scanned region (first scanned region) consisting
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of aplurality of scan lines. Specifically, the correlation matrix
calculating circuitry 141 according to the first embodiment
uses an array of consecutive reflection wave data acquired
from the same position, as a data array for calculating the
correlation matrix of the scanned region, such an data array
collected by repeating a scan in which the scan lines is
switched across the scanned region (first scanned region)
every time an ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received
once. More specifically, the correlation matrix calculating
circuitry 141 according to the first embodiment uses an array
of consecutive reflection wave data acquired from the same
position, as a data array for calculating the correlation matrix
of the scanned region, such an data array being collected by
repeating a scan in which an ultrasonic wave is transmitted
and received once along each of the scan lines in the scanned
region (first scanned region).

[0084] Specifically, the correlation matrix calculating cir-
cuitry 141 calculates a correlation matrix “R..” from follow-
ing Expression (1).

1

1 M
Ry = M; XszIn-]

[0085] “x,,”inExpression (1) isarepresentation of the data
array at a position “m” as a column vector. The length “L.” of
the column vector “x,,,” is the data length used in estimating
the Doppler data (blood flow information) for one frame. For
example, in the example illustrated in FIG. 5, “L” is “8”.

“x,.77” in Expression (1) is a transpose matrix of the matrix

representing the complex conjugate of each element in “x,,”

[0086] The position “m” herein is the position of a sam-
pling point set in the total space in which the high-frame-rate
ultrasound scan is performed. The position “m” is represented
by a two-dimensional coordinate system when the scan is two
dimensional, and by a three-dimensional coordinate system
when the scan is three dimensional. “M” in Expression (1) is
the total number of the positions “m”.

[0087] In other words, the correlation matrix calculating
circuitry 141 calculates the autocorrelation matrix of the data
array corresponding to each of a plurality of sampling points
based on Expression (1), and calculates the average of the
autocorrelation matrixes for the respective sampling points.
In this manner, the correlation matrix calculating circuitry
141 calculates the correlation matrix of the scanned region.
The correlation matrix “R_.” is a matrix with L. rows by L
columns, based on Expression (1). As described above, the
data array length “L” from which the correlation matrix is
calculated can be changed to any length. Furthermore, data
arrays from which correlation matrixes are calculated can be
used in an overlapping manner between the frames to be
displayed.

[0088] The computing circuitry 142 then calculates a filter
coefficient for suppressing the clutters resulting from the
tissues by performing principal component analysis using the
correlation matrix, and by performing a matrix operation for
approximating and suppressing clutter components as a prin-
cipal component. In the embodiment, the computing circuitry
142 calculates the eigenvalues of each of the correlation
matrixes and eigenvectors corresponding to the respective
eigenvalues. In other words, the computing circuitry 142
calculates “L” pairs of “an eigenvalue and an eigenvector”
from the correlation matrix “R,_”. The computing circuitry
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142 then establishes a matrix “V” by arranging the L. eigen-
vectors in the order of eigenvalue size. The computing cit-
cuitry 142 calculates a matrix that is the matrix “V” having its
rank reduced as a MTT filter matrix for suppressing clutter
components. The computing circuitry 142 then calculates the
MTT filter matrix “W” from Expression (2) below, by substi-
tuting “V”” with a matrix in which the [ eigenvectors are used
as L column vectors, and in which the L column vectors are
arranged in the descending order of eigenvalue size.

[0089] V¥’ in Expression (2) represents a conjugate trans-
pose matrix of the matrix “V”. The matrix positioned between
“V* and “V#’ on the right-hand side of Expression (2) is a
diagonal matrix with L rows and L, columns. The resultant
MTI filter matrix “W” has L rows and L columns, based on
Expression (2). The number of principal components to be
reduced, that is, the rank to be reduced is determined depend-
ing on how many diagonal elements are set to “zero” in the
diagonal matrix with L rows and L. columns. Hereinafter, the
rank to be reduced is referred to as a “rank to be reduced”.

[0090] A column vector (eigenvector) with a large eigen-
value corresponds to a clutter component having its fre-
quency shifted by a smaller degree by Doppler shift, that is, a
component moving slowly in the scanned region for the Dop-
pler imaging. Expression (2) calculates a matrix resulting
from reducing the rank of the matrix “V” by the rank to be
reduced, by removing the components with larger eigenval-
ues, and inverse-transforms the matrix with “V*, Expression
(2) can achieve an MTI filter matrix “W” serving as a high-
pass filter for removing the tissue movement component
(clutter component).

[0091] Thecomputing circuitry 142 determines the number
of principal components to be reduced, that is the rank to be
reduced, based on a preset value or a value designated by an
operator, for example. It is however preferable for such a rank
to be reduced to be determined adaptively based on the eigen-
value size when the scanned region includes some tissues
moving at velocity that changes over time, due to heartbeats,
for example, such as a heart or a blood vessel. In other words,
the computing circuitry 142 changes the number of principal
components reduced based on the eigenvalue size of the cor-
relation matrixes. In the embodiment, the computing circuitry
142 changes the rank to be reduced based on the eigenvalue
size.

[0092] The logic for adaptively determining the rank to be
reduced based on the eigenvalue size need to be optimized
depending on the region where the ultrasound scan is per-
formed. The computing circuitry 142 determines, for
example, the rank to be reduced based on the threshold illus-
trated in FIG. 7 and the algorithm illustrated in FIG. 8. The
algorithm illustrated in FIG. 8 determines the rank to be
reduced based on the value resulting from dividing the second
largest eigenvalue by the largest eigenvalue. FIGS. 7 and 8 are
schematics for explaining an exemplary process of determin-
ing the rank to be reduced according to the first embodiment.
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[0093] To begin with, the computing circuitry 142 defines
the k-th eigenvalue among those in the correlation matrixes
“R..” arranged in the descending order of the eigenvalue size
as “eig(k)”. “k” herein as aninteger “1<k<L.”. The computing
circuitry 142 then calculates a value “eigdB(k)” that is the
k-th largest eigenvalue divided by the largest eigenvalue “eig
(1)” from Expression (3) below, with “eigdB(k)” being rep-
resented in units of decibels.

eigdB(k)=10*log o(abs(eig(k))/abs(eig(1))) (3)

[0094] In Expression (3), “abs” denotes a function for cal-
culating the absolute value. In Expression (3), “eigdB(2)”,
where “k=2", is a value resulting from dividing the second
largest eigenvalue by the largest eigenvalue “eig(1)”, and
represented in units of decibels.

[0095] Because acquired are L eigenvalues, the computing
circuitry 142 uses L thresholds (TH,, 1=i<L) for determining
the rank to be reduced. To TH,, a value varying depending on
iis set. For example, when “I.=8”, eight thresholds “TH, to
TH,” are set in the manner illustrated in F1G. 7. In FIG. 7, TH,
and TH, are set to “1000000 decibels”. InFIG. 7, TH, is set to
“20 decibels”, and TH,, is set to “15 decibels”. In FIG. 7, TH,
is set to “10 decibels”, and THy is set 1o 5 decibels”. In FIG.
7, TH, and THy are set to “~1 decibel”. With the thresholds
illustrated in FIG. 7, the rank to be reduced will be equal to or
more than two and equal to or less than six, based on the
algorithm illustrated in FIG. 8, which is explained later. In
FIG. 8, “RankCut” denotes the rank to be reduced.

[0096] To begin with, the computing circuitry 142 sets
“RankCut=0" (Step S1), and “1=1" (Step S2). The computing
circuitry 142 determines whether “i” is larger than “L”, and
“—eigdB(2)” is larger than “TH,” (Step S3). If “i” is equal to
or less than “L”, and “-eigdB(2)” is equal to or less than
“TH,” (NO at Step S3), the computing circuitry 142 incre-
ments the rank to be reduced, and sets “RankCut=RankCut+
17 (Step S4).

[0097] Thecomputing circuitry 142 sets “i=i+1” (Step S5),
and performs the determination at Step S3. “~eigdB(2)” used
in the determination at Step S3 subsequent to the first Step S5
is a value resulting from, for example, multiplying “~1"to the
quotient of the second largest eigenvalue divided by the larg-
est eigenvalue “eig(1)”, “eig(1)” being the largest eigenvalue
in amatrix with the largest eigenvalue removed from a matrix
of the L eigenvalues arranged in the descending order of
eigenvalue size, and “-eigdB(2)” being represented in units
of decibels.

[0098] If“i” is larger than “L”, or if “—eigdB(2)” is larger
than “TH,” (YES at Step S3), the computing circuitry 142
determines the latest “RankCut” as the rank to be reduced
(Step S6).

[0099] As the algorithm for adaptively determining the
rank to be reduced based on the eigenvalue size, various
algorithms other than that described above may be used. Such
an algorithm may be selected based on the region where the
ultrasound image is captured, for example.

[0100] The computing circuitry 142 determines the rank to
be reduced for each of the frames to be displayed using the
algorithm illustrated in FIG. 8, and calculates the MTI filter
matrix “W”.

[0101] The MTI filter processing circuitry 143 outputs a
data array representing the extraction of blood flow signals
acquired from blood flows, with clutter components sup-
pressed, from an array of consecutive reflection wave data
acquired from the same position (the same sampling point),
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using the filter coefficient. In the embodiment, the MTT filter
processing circuitry 143 outputs a data array representing the
extraction of blood flow signals acquired from the blood
flows, with clutter components suppressed, from an array of
consecutive reflection wave data acquired from the same
position (the same sampling point), using the filter matrix.
Specifically, using the column vector “x,,”” acquired from the
position “m” as input data, the MTI filter processing circuitry
143 calculates a column vector “y, ” that is output data for the
position “m”, based on Expression (4) below. using the input
data and the MTI filter matrix “W”. The length of the column

vector “y,,” 1s herein “L”.
Y= )

[0102] The MTT filter processing circuitry 143 calculates
Expression (4) for each of the “M” sampling points. As a
result, the MTI filter processing circuitry 143 outputs a piece
of output data for each of the “M” sampling points to the
estimating circuitry 144.

[0103] Theestimating circuitry 144 then performs the auto-
correlation computing process and the velocity/variance/
power estimating process to the column vector “y,” that is the
output data for the position “m”, to estimate blood flow infor-
mation for the position “m” thereby. To begin with, the esti-
mating circuitry 144 computes an autocorrelation value
between lag 0 and lag 1 from the column vector “y,,,”. Denot-
ing the lag 0 by “C,” and the lag 1 by “C,”, the estimating
circuitry 144 calculates the lag 0 “C,” from Expression (5)
below, and calculates the lag 1 “C,” from Expression (6)
below.

1 Q)]
C0=z;|}’i|

= (6)
C = m; Y'Y

€6 aa90

[0104] In Expressions (5)and (6), the subscript “m” repre-
senting the position in the column vector “y,,” is omitted, and
the number of elements “i” in the column vector “y,,” is
provided as a subscript. In Expression (6), the superscript
asterisk “*” represents complex conjugation. The estimating
circuitry 144 calculates “C,” and “C,” for each of the “M”
sampling points.

[0105] Theestimating circuitry 144 calculates velocity “V”
from “C,” and “C,” based on Expression (7) below, calcu-
lates variance “T” from “C,” and “C,” based on Expression
(8) below, and calculates power “P” from “C,” based on
Expression (9) below.

V = atan2(imag(Cy), real(Cy)) (@)
T=1- @ ®

0
P = 10log(Co) ©
[0106] In Expression (7), “atan 2” denotes an “arc tangent

function” for outputting an angle ranging from “-m to +x”,
“imag” is a function for outputting only the imaginary part of
the complex number, and “real” is a function for outputting
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the real part of the complex number. The power is acquired as
lag 0 from the autocorrelation operation, and the velocity and
the variance are acquired by frequency-analyzing the result of
the autocorrelation operation.

[0107] Theestimating circuitry 144 calculates “V, T, and P”
for each of the “M” sampling points. The estimating circuitry
144 then outputs “V, T, and P” for all of the “M” sampling
points to the image generating circuitry 15, as a piece of
Doppler data corresponding to one frame.

[0108] The image generating circuitry 15 then generates
ultrasound image data (color Doppler image data) from the
blood flow information (Doppler data) estimated using the
filter coefficient. In the embodiment, the image generating
circuitry 15 generates ultrasound image data (color Doppler
image data), from the blood flow information (Doppler data)
estimated using the MTT filtering matrix. The controlling
circuitry 18 then displays the ultrasound image data (color
Doppler image data) onto the display 2.

[0109] FIG. 9 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary
image data displayed using the conventional technology. FIG.
10 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary image data dis-
played in the first embodiment. The color Doppler image data
A illustrated in FIG. 9 is image data generated and displayed
using the high-frame-rate ultrasound scan and a polynomial
regression filter. The color Doppler image data B illustrated in
FIG. 10 is image data generated and displayed using the
high-frame-rate ultrasound scan and the eigenvector MTI
filter calculated with the rank to be reduced that is determined
adaptively based on the eigenvalue size.

[0110] Inthe color Doppler image data A illustrated in FIG.
9, blood flows are represented with some noise, that is, in low
contrast. By contrast, in the color Doppler image data B
illustrated in FIG. 10, blood flows are represented without any
noise, that is, in high contrast. Small blood flows not repre-
sented in the color Doppler image data A illustrated in F1G. 9
are clearly represented in the color Doppler image data B
illustrated in FIG. 10. In the color Doppler image data B
illustrated in FIG. 10, no abrupt border is shown because the
high-frame-rate ultrasound scan is used.

[0111] By using the eigenvector MTI filter calculated with
the rank to be reduced that is adaptively determined based on
the eigenvalue size, the characteristics of the MTI filter cal-
culated in the first embodiment are changed accordingly to
the tissue movements. As a result, in the blood flow image
data generated and displayed in the first embodiment, motion
artifacts are reduced dramatically.

[0112] When an IIR filter or a polynomial regression filter
1s used in the high-frame-rate mode, for example, such a filter
tends to pass clutter signals more easily, and motion artifacts
may be produced. To address this issue, correction or the like
is sometimes performed to lower the blood flow information
values based on the average power in a plurality of frames.
While such correction can reduce the motion artifacts, some-
times blood flow information may be temporarily unrepre-
sented when the ultrasound probe 1 is moved, for example.
By contrast, because the motion artifacts are reduced dramati-
cally in the first embodiment, such correction is not required.

[0113] An exemplary process performed by the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment will
now be explained with reference to FIG. 11. FIG. 11 is a
flowchart for explaining an exemplary process performed by
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the first
embodiment. The flowchartillustrated in FIG. 11 explains the
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process of generating and displaying Doppler image data
performed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according
to the first embodiment.

[0114] Asillustrated in FIG. 11, the controlling circuitry 18
in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the first
embodiment determines whether reflection wave data corre-
sponding to the number of scan frames to be processed (cor-
responding to the data length) has been collected (Step S101).
If reflection wave data corresponding to the number of scan
frames has not been collected yet (NO at Step S101), the
controlling circuitry 18 waits until the data is collected.

[0115] Ifreflection wave data corresponding to the number
of scan frames has been collected (YES at Step S101), the
correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141 calculates the
correlation matrix of the scanned region based on an instruc-
tion from the controlling circuitry 18 (Step S102), and the
computing circuitry 142 calculates [ pairs of an eigenvalue
and an eigenvector from the correlation matrix (Step S103).

[0116] The computing circuitry 142 then determines the
rank to be reduced based on the size relation among the L
eigenvalues (Step S104), and calculates an MTI filter matrix
(Step S105). The MTI filter processing circuitry 143 then
performs the MTTI filtering process (Step S106), and the esti-
mating circuitry 144 performs the autocorrelation computing
process using the output data output from the MTI filtering
process (Step S107). The estimating circuitry 144 then esti-
mates the blood flow information from the result of the auto-
correlation computing process (Step S108).

[0117] The image generating circuitry 15 then generates
color Doppler image data based on the blood flow informa-
tion (Step S109). The display 2 then displays the color Dop-
pler image data under the control of the controlling circuitry
18 (Step S110), and the process is ended.

[0118] As described above, according to the first embodi-
ment, in addition to the high-frame-rate ultrasound scan, the
blood flow information is estimated using the eigenvector
MTI filter. Therefore, in the first embodiment, one correlation
matrix can be calculated for the entire scanned region, and the
entire image can be applied with the same eigenvector MTI
filtering. The resultant Doppler image data therefore has no
abrupt border resulting from the difference in the MTI filter
characteristics. Furthermore, because there is no scan block
resulting from alternating scan used in the conventional CFM,
the image has no abrupt border resulting from the scan blocks.
Therefore, according to the first embodiment, the image qual-
ity of an image visualized from the blood flow information
can be improved using the adaptive MT1 filtering using eigen-
vectors.

[0119] Furthermore, according to the first embodiment,
because the high-frame-rate ultrasound scan is used, the
length of data arrays to be processed can be changed to any
length. By extending the data array length to be used, the
image quality of the Doppler image data can be improved.
Furthermore, according to the first embodiment, because the
high-frame-rate ultrasound scan is used, a data array to be
processed can be set among a plurality of frames to be dis-
played in an overlapping manner. The frame rate for display-
ing Doppler image data can therefore be improved.

[0120] Furthermore, according to the first embodiment,
because an eigenvector MTI filter adaptively calculated using
the rank to be reduced determined based on the eigenvalue
size, the MTI filter characteristics can be changed accord-
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ingly to the tissue movements. As a result, according to the
first embodiment, motion artifacts can be reduced dramati-
cally.

[0121] Explained above is an example in which segmented
scan, explained with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, is used for the
B-mode ultrasound scan. However, the first embodiment may
be used in any configuration using any type of B-mode ultra-
sound scan.

Second Embodiment

[0122] Explained now in a second embodiment is a tech-
nique for further improving the image quality of the Doppler
image data generated using the eigenvector MTI filter.
[0123] An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the
second embodiment has the same configuration as the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment
explained with reference to FIG. 1. The Doppler processing
circuitry 14 according to the second embodiment, however,
calculates the MTI filter matrix following the process
explained below.

[0124] In the first embodiment, one correlation matrix is
calculated for the entire scanned region including the blood
flows to be displayed, and the same MTT filter is applied to the
entireimage. When tissue movements vary greatly depending
on where the tissue is found in the scanned region including
the blood flows to be displayed, itis preferable for the scanned
region to be divided into a plurality of processing blocks, and
for an eigenvector MTI filter to be calculated for each of the
processing blocks, so that the optimal MTT filtering is per-
formed to each of the processing blocks. In such a case,
however, the resultant Doppler image data may have abrupt
borders between the processing blocks, due to the character-
istics difference of the filters.

[0125] To address this issue, in the second embodiment, the
coefficient for the eigenvector MTT filter is calculated by
specially interpolating the correlation matrixes calculated for
the respective processing blocks. In the second embodiment,
ultrasound scan is performed in the same manner as the high-
frame-rate ultrasound scan explained in the first embodiment.
[0126] To begin with, the correlation matrix calculating
circuitry 141 according to the second embodiment calculates
a correlation matrix of each of a plurality of sections that is
divisions of the scanned region (a plurality of processing
blocks). The correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141 then
calculates a correlation matrix of each of a plurality of seg-
mented sections that are segments of each of the processing
blocks (a plurality of segmented processing blocks), by per-
forming interpolation using the correlation matrixes for the
respective processing blocks.

[0127] The computing circuitry 142 according to the sec-
ond embodiment then calculates a filter coefficient for each of
the segmented processing blocks from the correlation matrix
of the corresponding segmented processing block. Specifi-
cally, the computing circuitry 142 calculates a filter matrix for
each of the segmented processing blocks from the correlation
matrix of the corresponding segmented processing block. The
MTI filter processing circuitry 143 according to the second
embodiment then extracts a blood flow signal for each of the
sampling points using the filter coefficient for the correspond-
ing segmented processing block. Specifically, the MTI filter
processing circuitry 143 extracts a blood flow signal received
from each of the sampling points, using the filter matrix for
the corresponding segmented processing block. The estimat-
ing circuitry 144 according to the second embodiment then
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estimates the blood flow information at the corresponding
sampling point. The image generating circuitry 15 generates
ultrasound image data (Doppler image data) from the blood
flow information estimated using the filter coefficients for the
respective segmented processing blocks. Specifically, the
image generating circuitry 15 generates ultrasound image
data (Doppler image data) from the blood flow information
estimated using filter matrixes for the respective segmented
processing blocks.

[0128] FIG. 12 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary
process performed by the correlation matrix calculating cir-
cuitry according to the second embodiment. For example, the
scanned region is divided into four processing blocks (R1,
R2, R3, and R4), as illustrated in FIG. 12. The number in
which the scanned region is divided and how the processing
blocks are established can be specified in any way. The cor-
relation matrix calculating circuitry 141 performs the calcu-
lating using Expression (1) as explained in the first embodi-
ment in each of the processing blocks R1 to R4. Through this
process, the correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141 cal-
culates a correlation matrix “R,” for the processing block R1,
a correlation matrix “R,” for the processing block R2, a
correlation matrix “R,” for the processing block R3, and a
correlation matrix “R,” for the processing block R4. In this
example, the central coordinates of the processing block R1 is
(X4, y,); the central coordinates of the processing block R2 is
(X5, y,); the central coordinates of the processing block R3 is
(X4, y,); and the central coordinates of the processing block
R4 is (X,, ¥,), as illustrated in FIG. 12.

[0129] When each of the segmented processing blocks are
established as individual sampling points in the scanned
region, for example, the correlation matrix calculating cir-
cuitry 141 calculates the correlation matrix of a sampling
point R(x,y) by means of bilinear interpolation using Expres-
sion (10) below.

Ri(X; - X)(Y2-Y)+ (10
R Ry(X = X)(Y2a = V) + Ry (Xa = X)(Y = Y1) + Ry(X = X1)(Y = Y1)
B (X2 =X, - 7))
[0130] The computing circuitry 142 then calculates MTI

filter matrixes for respective M sampling points from Expres-
sion (2), using the correlation matrixes for the respective M
sampling points. The computing circuitry 142 determines the
rank to be reduced for each of the M sampling points based on
the eigenvalue size. The filter processing circuitry 143 then
extracts the blood flow signal corresponding to each of the
sampling points using the corresponding MTT filter matrix,
and the estimating circuitry 144 estimates the blood flow
information at the corresponding sampling point.

[0131] FIG. 13 is a schematic for explaining the effect of
the second embodiment. The left schematic illustrated in FIG.
13 is Doppler image data displayed by dividing the scanned
region including the blood flows to be displayed into 16
processing blocks, and calculating an MTI filter matrix for
each of the processing blocks. The right schematic illustrated
in FIG. 13 is Doppler image data displayed by dividing the
scanned region including the blood flows to be displayed into
16 processing blocks, calculating a correlation matrix of each
of the sampling points by interpolation, and calculating an
MTT filter matrix for each of the sampling points.

[0132] As illustrated in the left schematic in FIG. 13, the
Doppler image data resultant of the process without the inter-
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polation presents abrupt borders between the 16 processing
blocks. By contrast, the Doppler image data resultant of the
process with the interpolation has no abrupt border between
the 16 processing blocks, as illustrated in the right schematic
in FIG. 13.

[0133] Although explained above is an example in which
one segmented processing block is established as one sam-
pling point, the second embodiment may also be imple-
mented to divide the scanned region into a plurality of seg-
mented processing blocks each having 10 sampling points,
for example, and to calculate an MTT filter matrix for each of
such segmented processing blocks, so that the processing
load is reduced.

[0134] An exemplary process performed by the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus according to the second embodiment
will now be explained with reference to F1G. 14. FIG. 14 isa
flowchart for explaining an exemplary process performed by
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the second
embodiment. The flowchartillustrated in FIG. 14 explains the
process of generating and displaying Doppler image data
performed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according
to the second embodiment. Furthermore, illustrated in FIG.
14 is an example in which the segmented processing block is
established as one sampling point.

[0135] Asillustrated in FIG. 14, the controlling circuitry 18
in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the second
embodiment determines whether reflection wave data corre-
sponding to the number of scan frames to be processed (cor-
responding to the data length) has been collected (Step S201).
If reflection wave data corresponding to the number of scan
frames has not been collected yet (NO at Step S201), the
controlling circuitry 18 waits until the data is collected.
[0136] Ifreflection wave data corresponding to the number
of scan frames has been collected (YES at Step S201), the
correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141 calculates a cor-
relation matrix of each of the processing blocks based on an
instruction from the controlling circuitry 18 (Step S202), and
calculates a correlation matrix of each of the sampling points
by interpolation (Step S203). The computing circuitry 142
calculates [ pairs of an eigenvalue and an eigenvector for
each of the sampling points from the corresponding correla-
tion matrix (Step S204).

[0137] The computing circuitry 142 then determines the
rank to be reduced for each of the sampling points (Step
S205), and calculates an MTI filter matrix for each of the
sampling points (Step S206). The MTI filter processing cir-
cuitry 143 then performs the MTI filtering process (Step
S207), and the estimating circuitry 144 performs the autocor-
relation computing process using the data output from the
MTI filtering process (Step S208). The estimating circuitry
144 then estimates the blood flow information from the result
of the autocorrelation computing process (Step S209).
[0138] The image generating circuitry 15 then generates
color Doppler image data from the blood flow information
(Step S210). The display 2 then displays the color Doppler
image data under the control of the controlling circuitry 18
(Step S211), and the process is ended.

[0139] As described above, in the second embodiment, by
calculating a correlation matrix for each of the segmented
processing blocks by the interpolation using the correlation
matrixes for the respective processing blocks, an MTI filter
matrix optimal for each of the segmented processing blocks
can be calculated. As a result, in the second embodiment,
Doppler image data with motion artifacts dramatically
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reduced can be generated and displayed even when tissue
movements vary greatly depending on where the tissue is.
[0140] With the interpolation explained in the second
embodiment, the first ultrasound scan for the Doppler imag-
ing may not be the high-frame-rate ultrasound scan. In other
words, the first ultrasound scan according to the second
embodiment may be any scan as long as an array of reflection
wave data capable of estimating blood flow information can
be collected. For example, even with the alternating scan, the
interpolation explained in the second embodiment can reduce
the artifacts resulting from the scan blocks and the processing
blocks dramatically.

[0141] In such a case, the correlation matrix calculating
circuitry 141 divides the scanned region, which is scanned by
transmitting and receiving ultrasonic waves in some kind of
scan mode, into a plurality of processing blocks, and calcu-
lates a correlation matrix of each of the processing blocks,
from an array of reflection wave data collected from the same
position across the different blocks. The correlation matrix
calculating circuitry 141 then calculates correlation matrixes
for a plurality of respective segmented processing blocks by
performing the interpolation using the correlation matrixes
for the respective processing blocks. The computing circuitry
142 then calculates a filter coefficient for suppressing clutters
resulting from the tissues, for each of the segmented sections.
The computing circuitry 142 calculates such a filter coeffi-
cient by performing principal component analysis using a
correlation matrix on the corresponding segmented section,
and performing a matrix operation that approximates and
reduces the clutter components as a principal component.
Specifically, the computing circuitry 142 calculates eigenval-
ues of the corresponding correlation matrix and eigenvectors
corresponding to the respective eigenvalues for each of the
segmented processing blocks, and calculates a matrix
achieved by reducing the rank of a matrix consisting of an
arrangement of the eigenvectors arranged in the order of the
eigenvalue size, as the MTT filter matrix for suppressing the
clutter components. In this manner, the computing circuitry
142 calculates the filter matrix for each of a plurality of
segmented processing blocks.

Third Embodiment

[0142] Explained in a third embodiment with reference to
FIG. 15 is an example in which the filter coefficient, that is,
the information used in calculating the MTT filter matrix, is
output while the process explained in the first or the second
embodiment is being executed. FIG. 15 is a schematic for
explaining the third embodiment.

[0143] As described earlier, calculated in the process
explained in the first embodiment is an MTT filter matrix
optimized for the tissue movements in the entire scanned
region, and calculated in the process explained in the second
embodiment is an MTI filter matrix optimized for the tissue
movements in each of the segmented processing blocks. The
information used in calculating the MTI filter matrix is
updated in units of one frame in the first embodiment, and is
updated in units of a segmented processing block in each of
the frames in the second embodiment. Because such infor-
mation serves as diagnostic information visualizing the tissue
movements, controlling to output such information, e.g., to
display, to store in a storage medium, or to print out, serves to
provide useful information to the operators.

[0144] The controlling circuitry 18 according to the third
embodiment therefore controls to output the information
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related to the filter coefficient. Specified as the information
related to the filter coefficient is at least one of the information
related to the eigenvalues used in calculating the filter coef-
ficient, the frequency characteristics of the filter coefficient,
the cutoff frequency of the filter coefficient, and the power
input to and output from the filter coefficient. Specifically, the
controlling circuitry 18 controls to output information related
to the MTI filter matrix. Specified as the information related
to the MTI filter matrix is at least one of the information
related to the eigenvalues used in calculating the MTI filter
matrix, the frequency characteristics of the MT1 filter matrix,
the cutoff frequency of the MTI filter matrix, and the power
input to and output from the MTI filter matrix.

[0145] For example, under the control of the controlling
circuitry 18, the display 2 displays the information related to
the MTI filter matrix used in generating Doppler image data
C that is the current frame, in an area D and an area E, as
illustrated in FIG. 15. The Doppler image data C is a piece of
blood flow image generated and displayed as a result of the
process explained in the first embodiment.

[0146] As illustrated in F1G. 15, the display 2 displays the
information related to the eigenvalues used in calculating the
MTI filter matrix in the subarea D1 in the area D. “Ens=16"
displayed in the subarea D1 indicates that the data length is
16. “fno=1"indicates that the Doppler image data C is the first
frame. “RankCut=12" displayed in the subarea D1 indicates
that the rank to be reduced is 12. In other words,
“RankCut=12" indicates that having been used is an MTI
matrix acquired by removing the eigenvectors corresponding
to the top 12 eigenvalues out of the 16 eigenvalues.

[0147] The subarea D1 in the area D displays the 16 eigen-
values as a bar chart, as illustrated in FIG. 15. In the bar chart
illustrated in FIG. 15, the 16 eigenvalues calculated from the
correlation matrix are plotted in the descending order of the
eigenvalue size. In the bar chart illustrated in FIG. 15, using
the largest one of the 16 eigenvalues to “zero decibels,” the
second to the sixteenth eigenvalues are converted into units of
decibels. The controlling circuitry 18 calculates the decibels
of the “k-th” eigenvalue from Expression (11) below.

leigk)l (1)
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[0148] In the bar chart illustrated in FIG. 15, the 12 bars
filled with dots represents eigenvalues having been removed
as the tissues components, and the four black bars represent
eigenvalues displayed as the blood flow component. The bar
chart displayed in the subarea D1 is updated every time the
frame is updated.

[0149] Thedisplay 2 also displays the frequency character-
istics of the MTI filter matrix “W” in the subarea D2 in the
area D, as illustrated in FIG. 15. For example, the controlling
circuitry 18 controls to display a line chart representing the
frequency characteristics of the MTI filter matrix “W” in
decibels in the subarea D2. The controlling circuitry 18 cal-
culates the decibels representing the frequency characteris-
tics based on Expression (12) below.
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[0150] The line chart of the frequency characteristics dis-
played in the subarea D2 is updated every time the frame is
updated.

[0151] The display 2 also displays the cutoff frequency of
the MTT filter matrix “W” in the area E, as illustrated in FIG.
15. “MTI fc 0.35” in the area E indicates that the cutoff
frequency resulting in “~20 decibels” in the MTI filter matrix
for the first frame is “0.35”. The controlling circuitry 18
calculates the cutoff frequency resulting in “-20 decibels”
from Expression (13) below.

L
Z W, o2l
k=1
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{(Frequency resulting in -20 decibels at positive fre-
quency)—(Frequencyresulting in -20 decibels at
negativefrequency))/2
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[0152] The cutoff frequency displayed in the area E is
updated every time the frame is updated.

[0153] The display 2 also displays the power input to and
output from the MTT filter matrix in the subarea D3 in the area
D, as illustrated in FIG. 15. For example, the controlling
circuitry 18 displays a line chart representing the power input
to the MTT filter in a dotted line, and representing the power
after output from the MTI filter in a solid line in the subarea
D3, as illustrated in FIG. 15. The power line chart displayed
in the subarea D3 is updated every time the frame is updated.
[0154] While the ordinary Doppler mode uses fixed MTI
filter characteristics, the MTI filter characteristics are
changed among the frames according to the first and the
second embodiments. The operator is, however, incapable of
understanding which MTT filter with what kind of character-
istics has been applied to the frame currently being displayed.
[0155] To address this issue, in the third embodiment, con-
trol is performed to provide the screen as illustrated in FIG.
15. In this manner, the operator can understand the MTI filter
with what kind of characteristics has been applied to the
frame currently being displayed. For example, the operator
can understand which part is removed as tissues and which
part is used as the blood flow information, by referring to the
subarea D1. As a result, the operator can understand objec-
tively under which condition the piece of Doppler image data
has been acquired for the frame currently being displayed.
Furthermore, the operator can also understand the tissue
movements resulting from heart beats, or the tissue move-
ments resulting from the movement of the ultrasound probe 1,
by referring to the area D and the area E.

[0156] The operator who has referred to the information
related to the MTI filter matrix may want to change the
conditions for generating the Doppler image data. The con-
trolling circuitry 18 therefore may perform the control pro-
cess explained below. When a request for modifying a param-
eter used in calculating the filter coefficient is received from
an operator who has referred to the information related to the
filter coefficient, the controlling circuitry 18 causes the com-
puting circuitry 142 to recalculate the filter coefficient using
the modified parameter. Specifically, when request for modi-
fying a parameter used in calculating the MTT filter matrix is
received from an operator who has referred to the information
related to the MTI filter matrix, the controlling circuitry 18
causes the computing circuitry 142 to recalculate the filter
matrix using the modified parameter. Examples of the param-
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eter to be modified include the rank to be reduced, the algo-
rithm for determining the rank to be reduced. and the thresh-
old used in determining the rank to be reduced. The
computing circuitry 142 recalculates the MTI filter matrix
based on, for example, the modified rank to be reduced. As a
result, the Doppler processing circuitry 14 outputs Doppler
data that is based on the modified parameter, and the image
generating circuitry 15 generates Doppler image data that is
based on the modified parameter. With such control, the
operator can observe the blood flow information in the image
quality desired by the operator.

Fourth Embodiment

[0157] Inafourthembodiment, a modification ofthe “high-
frame-rate ultrasound scan” explained in the first to the third
embodiments will be explained with reference to FIGS. 16
and 17. FIGS. 16 and 17 are schematics for explaining the
fourth embodiment.

[0158] The controlling circuitry 18 according to the fourth
embodiment executes the “high-frame-rate ultrasound scan”
explained in the first to the third embodiments by receiving
reflection wave beams simultaneously and parallelly. For
example, the controlling circuitry 18 controls to receive eight
beams simultaneously and parallelly, as illustrated in FIG. 16.
In FIG. 16, the central axis of the transmitted ultrasonic wave
in the depth direction is indicated by the arrow in a solid line,
and eight reflection wave beams received simultaneously ina
first run is indicated by the arrows in a dotted line. In one
ultrasonic wave transmission and reception, the transmitting
and receiving circuitry 11 receives reflection wave signals for
the eight scan lines from the ultrasound probe 1. In this
manner, the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 can gen-
erate a set of received signals (reflection wave data set) for the
eight scan lines, based on one ultrasonic wave transmission
and reception, and output the received signals to the Doppler
processing circuitry 14.

[0159] In FIG. 17, the horizontal direction represents the
raster direction (scan direction), and the vertical direction
represents the temporal direction (frame direction). In the
example illustrated in FIG. 17, the number of scan lines
making up the first scanned region (the number of rasters) is
16, and reflection waves in four directions is received simul-
taneously and parallelly. In the example illustrated in FIG. 17,
because the number of scan lines is 16, and the number of
beams received simultaneously and parallelly are four, the
first scanned region is divided into four sections each consist-
ing of four scan lines (a first section, a second section, a third
section, and a fourth section).

[0160] Theultrasound probe 1 transmits an ultrasonic wave
along a transmission scan line at the center of the first section
in the raster direction, and receives the reflection wave in the
four directions simultaneously, along the respective scan
lines making up the first section. In this manner, four received
signals are generated for the first section. The same process is
performed for the second section, the third section, and the
fourth section, and received signals for 16 scan lines making
up the first scanned region are acquired. “A”, “B”, and “C”
illustrated in FIG. 17 represent received signals (reflection
wave data) from the same position in a frame (n-2), a frame
(n-1), and a frame n, respectively. The Doppler processing
circuitry 14 can perform the process explained in the first to
the third embodiments using the data array “A”, “B”, and “C”
from the same position in these consecutive frames.
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[0161] As described above, in the fourth embodiment, by
receiving reflection wave beams simultaneously and paral-
lelly in the “high-frame-rate ultrasound scan”, the frame rate
(or volume rate) at which the Doppler image data is displayed
can be improved further. The number of reflection wave
beams received simultaneously and parallelly can be set to
any number in a manner suitable for the required frame rate
(or volume rate), within the range below the upper limit at
which the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 is capable of
receiving simultaneously and parallelly.

Fifth Embodiment

[0162] Explained in a fifth embodiment with reference to
FIGS. 18 and 19 is a type of scan other than the “high-frame-
rate ultrasound scan” that can be used in the image processing
method explained in the first to the third embodiments. FIGS.
18 and 19 are schematics for explaining the fifth embodiment.
[0163] The scanused in the first ultrasound scan according
to the fifth embodiment aims to collect a data array of con-
secutive pieces of reflection wave data from the same position
in the frame direction, in the same manner as the scan
explained in the first to the fourth embodiments. The control-
ling circuitry 18 according to the fifth embodiment, however,
performs the ultrasound scan in which an ultrasonic wave is
transmitted and received a plurality of number of times along
each of the scan lines, as the first ultrasound scan. The trans-
mitting and receiving circuitry 11 or the Doppler processing
circuitry 14 then adds and averages a plurality of received
signals corresponding to each of the scan lines, under the
control of the controlling circuitry 18 according to the fifth
embodiment. In this manner, reflection wave data can be
acquired for each of a plurality of scan lines making up the
first scanned region. The Doppler processing circuitry 14 then
performs the process explained in the first to the third embodi-
ments using the data array in the frame direction.

[0164] Inotherwords, theconsecutivereflection wave data,
used by the correlation matrix calculating circuitry 141
according to the fifth embodiment as the data array for cal-
culating the correlation matrix, is collected by repeating the
scan in which an vltrasonic wave is transmitted and received
a plurality of number of times along each of the scan lines
making up the scanned region (first scanned region), and by
adding and averaging the pieces of reflection wave data col-
lected for each of the scan lines.

[0165] In the first ultrasound scan according to the fifth
embodiment, a plurality of received signals are acquired
along one scan line. In the first ultrasound scan according to
the fifth embodiment, a plurality of received signals acquired
along one scan line are added and averaged, and as a result,
one received signal (reflection wave data) is output for one
scan line. A plurality of received signals added and averaged
are signals including phase information, e.g., [Q signals or RF
signals. In other words, the adding and averaging process
performed in the fifth embodiment is the coherent addition.
By performing the coherent addition, the signal-to-noise ratio
(S/N) of the received signal can be improved. As a result, in
the fifth embodiment, for example, the S/N of the color Dop-
pler image data can be improved.

[0166] For example, in the first ultrasound scan according
to the fifth embodiment, an ultrasonic wave is transmitted and
received four times along each of the scan lines making up the
first scanned region. In the first ultrasound scan according to
the fifth embodiment, for example, the adding and averaging
process is performed on the four pieces of reflection wave
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data (received signal) acquired along one scan line, and as a
result, one received signal (reflection wave data) is output for
one scan line. For example, by adding and calculating the
average of four received signals, the S/N of the reflection
wave data from each of the sampling points on the scan line is
improved by “six decibels.”

[0167] The first ultrasound scan performed in the manner
described above results in a lower frame rate, because an
ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received four times along
each of the scan lines for one frame. To address this issue, in
the first ultrasound scan according to the fifth embodiment,
the controlling circuitry 18 may perform “a scan in which an
ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received a plurality of
number of times along each of the scan lines making up the
first scanned region, and one piece of reflection wave data for
the corresponding scan line is acquired” using the simulta-
neous parallel receiving.

[0168] When the simultaneous parallel receiving is used in
the first ultrasound scan according to the fifth embodiment,
the controlling circuitry 18 performs the first ultrasound in a
first approach or a second approach. In the first approach, the
controlling circuitry 18 divides the first scanned region into a
plurality of sections in such a manner that adjacent sections
do not overlap each other, and allows reflection waves from
the respective sections to be received parallelly and simulta-
neously. In the second approach, the controlling circuitry 18
divides the first scanned region into a plurality of sections in
such a manner that adjacent sections overlap each other, and
allows reflection waves from the respective sections to be
received parallelly and simultaneously.

[0169] FIG. 18 illustrates an example of the first ultrasound
scan according to the fifth embodiment using the simulta-
neous parallel receiving based on the first approach. FIG. 19
illustrates an example of the first ultrasound scan according to
the fifth embodiment using the simultaneous parallel receiv-
ing based on the second approach.

[0170] In FIGS. 18 and 19, the horizontal direction repre-
sents the raster direction (scan direction), and the vertical
direction represents the temporal direction (frame direction),
in the same manner as in the example illustrated in FIG. 17
explained in the fourth embodiment. In the example illus-
trated in FIGS. 18 and 19, in the same manner as in the
example explained with reference to FIG. 17, the number of
scan lines making up the first scanned region (the number of
rasters) is 16, and the reflection waves in four directions are
received simultaneously, using the simultaneous parallel
receiving. “T1” in FIGS. 18 and 19 represents the sampling
cycle. “T2” in FIGS. 18 and 19 represents an addition width.
“T3” in FIGS. 18 and 19 represents a frame cycle. The frame
cycle “T3” represents the pulse repetition cycle in the ordi-
nary Doppler mode.

[0171] In the first approach, as illustrated in FIG. 18, the
first scanned region is divided into four sections consisting of
four scan lines (a first section, a second section, a third sec-
tion, and a fourth section), in the same manner in the example
illustrated in FIG. 17. In the first approach, however, simul-
taneous parallel receiving is repeated four times, for example,
in each section, as illustrated in FIG. 18. As a result, as
illustrated in FIG. 18, in the frame (n-2), four received signals
are acquired from the same position on the same receiving
scan line. In FIG. 18, these four pieces of data are denoted by
“al, a2, a3, and a4”, respectively. In the same manner, as
illustrated in FIG. 18, in the frame (n-1), four received signals
are acquired from the same position on the same receiving
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scan line. In FIG. 18, these four pieces of data are denoted by
“bl, b2, b3, and b4”, respectively. In the same manner, as
illustrated in FIG. 18, in the frame n, four received signals are
acquired from the same position on the same receiving scan
line. In FIG. 18, these four pieces of data are denoted by “c1,
2, c3, and c4”, respectively.

[0172] The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 outputs,
for example, “A=(al+a2+a3+ad)/4”. The transmitting and
receiving circuitry 11 also outputs “B=(b1+b2+b3+b4)/4”,
for example. The transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 also
outputs “C=(cl+c2+c3+c4)/4”. In this manner, the S/N is
improved by six decibels, compared with that before the
adding and averaging operation. The Doppler processing cir-
cuitry 14 then performs the process explained in the first to the
third embodiments using the data array “A”, “B”, and “C”
from the same position in these consecutive frames.

[0173] In view of the Doppler frequency, by adding four
pieces of data, the resultant data is applied with low pass filter
(LPF), but the velocity components removed due to the sam-
pling cycle “T1” and the addition width “T2” have suffi-
ciently high frequencies compared with the frame cycle “T3”,
it would not present any problem in the observations of low
flow rates.

[0174] In the second approach, for example, as illustrated
in FIG. 19, the transmission scan lines are shifted by every
scan line at a time, and the reflection waves along four direc-
tions are received simultaneously and parallelly. As a result,
as illustrated in FIG. 19, four received signals “al, a2, a3, and
a4” from the same position on the same receiving scan line are
acquired in the frame (n-2), and “A=(al+a2+a3+ad)/4” is
output, in the same manner as in the first approach. Further-
more, as illustrated in FIG. 19. four received signals “b1, b2,
b3, and b4” from the same position on the same receiving scan
line are acquired in the frame (n-1), and “B=(b1+b2+b3+b4)/
4” is output in the same manner as in the first approach.
Furthermore, as illustrated in FIG. 19, four received signals
“cl, ¢2, ¢3, c4” from the same position on the same receiving
scan line are acquired in the frame n, and “C=(c1+c2+c3+c4)/
4” is output, in the same manner as in the first approach. In this
manner, the /N is improved by six decibels, compared with
that before the adding and averaging operation. Between
FIGS. 18 and 19, the frame rate of the Doppler image data
remains the same.

[0175] In the example illustrated in FIG. 19, when two
received signals are acquired for one scan line, the two
received signals are added and averaged for the scan line.
When three received signals are acquired for one scan line,
the three received signals are added and averaged for the scan
line. Furthermore, in the example illustrated in FIG. 19, when
only one received signal is acquired in one scan line, the one
received signal is used as data to be processed by the Doppler
processing circuitry 14. Furthermore, in the second approach,
the transmission scan lines may be shifted by every two lines,
for example, depending on the number of received signals to
be added and averaged. The scan used in the second approach
can be said to be the same as that explained in the first to the
fourth embodiments in that the scan line is switched every
time an ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received once.
[0176] An advantage of the second approach will now be
explained. In the first ultrasound scan in the scan mode using
the first approach, the sections, each in which the beams are
received simultaneously and parallelly a plurality of number
of times, do not overlap one another. In the first approach
illustrated in FIG. 18, because the position at which the beam
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is transmitted along the same scan line to acquire the four
received signals remains the same, the phase does not change
depending on the transmitting beams. In the first approach
illustrated in FIG. 18, however, the sections in each of which
beams are received simultaneously and parallelly for four
times do not overlap one another. Therefore, in the first
approach illustrated in FIG. 18, streak-like artifacts, in units
of four rasters, may appear between the sections.

[0177] By contrast, in the first ultrasound scan in the scan
mode using the second approach, the beams are received
simultaneously and parallelly only once in each of the sec-
tions overlapping with adjacent sections. In the second
approach illustrated in FIG. 19, because the position at which
the beams are transmitted to acquire four received signals
along the same scan line changes, a very small phase shift
may occur. Such phase shift, however, can be removed with
the subsequent filtering. Furthermore, in the second approach
illustrated in FIG. 19, because each of the sections in which
the beams are received simultaneously and parallelly overlap
one another by three scan lines, streak-like artifacts does not
appear in the resultant image.

[0178] As described above, in the fifth embodiment, the
correlation matrix and the MTI filter matrix (filter coefficient)
are calculated, and the filtering with the MTI filter matrix
(filter coefficient) is performed using the received signal (re-
flection wave data) resulting from the coherent addition of a
plurality of received signals acquired along each of the scan
lines. As a result, according to the fifth embodiment, while the
frame rate is reduced compared with the first ultrasound scan
explained in the first to fourth embodiments, the S/N of the
reflection wave data for generating images representing blood
flow information can be improved. While explained above is
an example in which the number of beams received simulta-
neously and parallelly is four, but this number of beams
simultaneously and parallelly received may be any number.
Furthermore, as explained at the beginning, the first ultra-
sound scan according to the fifth embodiment may be imple-
mented without the simultaneous parallel beam receiving.
Furthermore, the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11 or
the Doppler processing circuitry 14 may apply low-pass fil-
tering similar to the adding and averaging process, to the a
plurality of received signals acquired along each of the scan
lines, under the control of the controlling circuitry 18 accord-
ing to the fifth embodiment. Furthermore, the specifics
explained in the first to fourth embodiments are also appli-
cable to the fifth embodiment, except for how the first ultra-
sound scan is performed.

Sixth Embodiment

[0179] Inthe first to the fifth embodiments, eigenvalue of a
correlation matrix and eigenvectors corresponding to the
respective eigenvalues are calculated, and a matrix resulting
from reducing the rank of a matrix consisting of the eigen-
vectors arranged in the order of eigenvalue size is established
as a filter matrix for suppressing the clutter components, as an
exemplary way for performing principal component analysis
using a correlation matrix, for approximating the clutter com-
ponents as a principal component, and for reducing the clutter
components. In other words, explained in the first to the fifth
embodiments is an example in which a matrix (filter matrix)
for suppressing clutter components are established by deter-
mining the number of diagonal elements set to “zero” in the
diagonal matrix, as expressed in Expression (2).
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[0180] As an alternative way of performing principal com-
ponent analysis using a correlation matrix, of approximating
the clutter components as a principal component, and of
reducing the clutter components, a matrix that identifies the
clutters may be established. A signal approximating a clutter
component as a principal component may then be acquired
using the matrix and the original signal, and the resultant
signal may be subtracted from the original signal. This alter-
native may be used in the first to the fifth embodiments.
[0181] This alternative will now be explained using some
expressions. To explain the approach described specifically in
the first embodiment as a method generally referred to as
principal component analysis, signals from a dominantly
large tissue (clutters) can be extracted as signal components
by analyzing the principal components of the correlation
matrix and approximating the original signals (input signals)
with the principal components. Signals from blood flows can
then be extracted by subtracting the signals approximated
with the extracted principal components, that is, the clutters
from the original signals. This process can be expressed as
Expression (14) below.

1 14

0

[0182] “x”in Expression (14)1is a column vector represent-
ing the original signal. “V”* and “V#” in the second term in
Expression (14) are the same as those in Expression (2). The
number of diagonal elements “one” in the diagonal matrix in
the second term in Expression (14) represents the number of
principal components approximated. In other words, the sec-
ond term in Expression (14) is signals representing the clutter
components approximated as principal components. Expres-
sion (14) indicates that the blood flow signals are extracted
from the data array “x” representing the original signals by
subtracting the signals approximating the clutter compo-
nents, represented by the second term, from the original sig-
nals.

[0183] Expression (14) can be expressed as a product of a
filter matrix and the original signal vector, as indicated in
following Expression (15).

1 1 (15)
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[0184] As indicated by Expression (15), the operation of

Expression (14) is equivalent to the operation of Expression
(2). In other words, the process of Expression (14) for esti-
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mating (extracting) the blood flow information using a filter
coefficient identifying the clutters by “ones” in the diagonal
matrix is equivalent to the process of estimating (extracting)
the blood flow information using a filter coefficient for sup-
pressing the clutters by “zeros” in the diagonal matrix
explained in the first to the fifth embodiments. In the manner
described above, the image processing method explained in
the first to the fifth embodiments may also be implemented by
causing the computing circuitry 142 to calculate a matrix
(filter coefficient) identifying the clutter components by
means of principal component analysis of the correlation
matrix. Therefore, the process explained in the sixth embodi-
ment can also improve the image quality of an image visual-
izing the blood flow information.

[0185] In the first to the sixth embodiments described
above, the image processing method is explained to be
executed by an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus. However, the
image processing method explained in the first to the sixth
embodiments may be executed by an image processing appa-
ratus capable of acquiring the reflection wave data (IQ sig-
nals) output from the transmitting and receiving circuitry 11.
[0186] Inthe embodiments, elements included in the appa-
ratuses are illustrated in the drawings to schematically depict
her functionality, and are not necessarily need to be config-
ured physically in the manner illustrated in the drawings. In
other words, specific configurations in which the apparatuses
are distributed or integrated are not limited to those illustrated
in the drawings, and the whole or a part of the apparatuses
may be distributed or integrated functionally or physically in
any units depending on various loads or utilization. The
whole ora part of the processing functions executed in each of
the apparatuses may be achieved as a CPU and a computer
program parsed and executed by the CPU, or implemented as
hardware using wired logics.

[0187] Furthermore, the image processing method
explained in the first to the sixth embodiments may be imple-
mented by causing a computer such as a personal computer or
a workstation to execute an image processing program pre-
pared in advance. The image processing program can be
distributed over a network such as the Internet. Furthermore,
the image processing program may be implemented by being
recorded in a non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium such as a hard disk, a flexible disk (FD), a compact
disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a magneto-optical (MO)
disc, a digital versatile his (DVD), or a flash memory such as
a universal serial bus (USB) memory or a secure digital (SD)
card memory, and causing the computer to read the image
processing program from the non-transitory recording
medium and to execute the image processing program.
[0188] As described above, according to the first to the
sixth embodiments, it is possible to improve the image quality
of an image of blood flow information visualized with an
adaptive MTT filter that uses eigenvectors.

[0189] While certain embodiments have been described,
these embodiments have been presented by way of example
only, and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.
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What is claimed is:
1. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising:
correlation matrix calculating circuitry configured to cal-
culate a correlation matrix of a scanned region consist-
ing of a plurality of scan lines, froma data array of pieces
of reflection wave data collected from a same position by
transmitting and receiving an ultrasonic wave in the
scanned region across a plurality of frames;
calculating circuitry configured to calculate a filter coeffi-
cient for suppressing a clutter generated by a tissue, by
performing principal component analysis using the cor-
relation matrix, and by performing a matrix operation of
approximating a clutter component as a principal com-
ponent and of suppressing the clutter component;
image generating circuitry configured to generate ultra-
sound image data from blood flow information esti-
mated using the filter coefficient; and
controlling circuitry configured to cause a display to dis-
play the ultrasound image data.
2. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein
the calculating circuitry is configured to calculate eigen-
values of the correlation matrix and eigenvectors corre-
sponding to the respective eigenvalues, and calculate a
matrix resulting from reducing a rank of a matrix con-
sisting of the eigenvectors arranged in an order of eigen-
value size as a filter matrix for suppressing the clutter
component, and
the image generating circuitry is configured to generate the
ultrasound image data using blood flow information
estimated using the filter matrix.
3. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the correlation matrix calculating circuitry is con-
figured to use, as the data array, a data array of consecutive
pieces of reflection wave data collected from the same posi-
tion by repeating a scan in which an ultrasonic wave is trans-
mitted and received once along each of the scan lines in the
scanned region.
4. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
3, wherein the controlling circuitry is configured to execute
the scan with simultaneous parallel receiving.
5. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the correlation matrix calculating circuitry is con-
figured to use, as the data array, a data array of consecutive
pieces of reflection wave data that is collected from the same
position by repeating a scan in which the reflection wave data
of the respective scan lines making up the scanned region is
collected by performing an adding and averaging process or a
low-pass-filtering process similar to the adding and averaging
process to the pieces of reflection wave data collected from
each of the scan lines by transmitting and receiving an ultra-
sonic wave along each of the scan lines a plurality of number
of times.
6. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
5, wherein the controlling circuitry is configured to execute
the scan with simultaneous parallel receiving.
7. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
6, wherein the controlling circuitry is configured to execute
the simultaneous parallel receiving by dividing the scanned
region into a plurality of sections, or executes the simulta-
neous parallel receiving by dividing the scanned regioninto a
plurality of sections with adjacent sections overlapping one
another.
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8. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the calculating circuitry is configured to change
number of principal components to be reduced based on a size
of eigenvalues of the correlation matrix.

9. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the controlling circuitry is configured to cause
information related to the filter coefficient to be output.

10. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
9, wherein the information related to the filter coefficient is at
least one of information related to the eigenvalues used in
calculating the filter coefficient, frequency characteristics of
the filter coefficient, a cutoff frequency of the filter coeffi-
cient, and power input to and output from the filter coefficient.

11. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
9, wherein the controlling circuitry is configured to cause the
calculating circuitry to re-calculate the filter coefficient using
a modified parameter when a request for modifying the
parameter used in calculating the filter coefficient is received
from an operator referring to the information related to the
filter coefficient.

12. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein a length of the data array from which the correla-
tion matrix is calculated is enabled to be modified to any
length, and the data array from which the correlation matrix is
calculated is allowed to be used among a plurality of frames
to be displayed in an overlapping manner.

13. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein

the correlation matrix calculating circuitry is configured to
calculate a correlation matrix of each of a plurality of
sections that are divisions of the scanned region, and
calculate a correlation matrix of each of a plurality of
segmented sections that are subdivisions of each of the
sections by interpolation using the correlation matrixes
for the respective sections,

the calculating circuitry is configured to calculate a filter
coefficient for each of the segmented sections from the
correlation matrixes for the respective segmented sec-
tions, and

the image generating circuitry is configured to generate the
ultrasound image data from the blood flow information
estimated using the filter coefficients for the respective
segmented sections.

14. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising:

correlation matrix calculating circuitry configured to
divide a scanned region in which an ultrasonic wave is
transmitted and received into a plurality of sections, to
calculate a correlation matrix of each of the sections
from a data array of pieces of reflection wave data col-
lected from a same position in the corresponding sec-
tion, and to calculate a correlation matrix of each of a
plurality of segmented sections that are subdivisions of
each of the sections by interpolation using the correla-
tion matrixes for the respective sections;

calculating circuitry configured to calculate a filter coeffi-
cient for suppressing a clutter from a tissue for each of
the segmented sections by performing principal compo-
nent analysis of each ofthe segmented sections using the
corresponding correlation matrix, and by performing a
matrix operation of approximating a clutter component
as a principal component and of suppressing the clutter
component;
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image generating circuitry configured to generate ultra-
sound image data from blood flow information esti-
mated using the filter coefficients for the respective seg-
mented sections; and

controlling circuitry configured to cause a display to dis-
play the ultrasound image data.

15. An image processing apparatus comprising:

correlation matrix calculating circuitry configured to cal-
culate a correlation matrix of a scanned region consist-
ing of a plurality of scan lines, froma data array of pieces
of reflection wave data collected from a same position by
transmitting and receiving an ultrasonic wave in the
scanned region across a plurality of frames;

calculating circuitry configured to calculate a filter coeffi-
cient for suppressing a clutter generated by a tissue, by
performing principal component analysis using the cor-
relation matrix, and by performing a matrix operation of
approximating a clutter component as a principal com-
ponent and of suppressing the clutter component;

image generating circuitry configured to generate ultra-
sound image data from blood flow information esti-
mated using the filter coefficient; and
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controlling circuitry configured to cause a display to dis-
play the ultrasound image data.

16. An image processing method comprising:

calculating, by correlation matrix calculating circuitry, a
correlation matrix of a scanned region consisting of a
plurality of scan lines, from a data array of pieces of
reflection wave data collected from a same position by
transmitting and receiving an ultrasonic wave in the
scanned region across a plurality of frames;

calculating, by calculating circuitry, a filter coefficient for
suppressing a clutter generated by a tissue, by perform-
ing principal component analysis using the correlation
matrix, and by performing a matrix operation of
approximating a clutter component as a principal com-
ponent and of suppressing the clutter component;

generating, by image generating circuitry, ultrasound
image data from blood flow information estimated using
the filter coefficient; and

causing, by controlling circuitry, a display to display the
ultrasound image data.
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