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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasound
endoscope.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, in a medical field, ultrasound
endoscope apparatuses have been widely used. In an
ultrasound endoscope, an ultrasound probe which per-
forms transmission and reception of ultrasound is pro-
vided at a distal end portion of an elongated endoscope
insertion portion. An ultrasound endoscope apparatus
transmits ultrasound from an ultrasound probe thereof,
and generates an ultrasound image of a subject from an
ultrasound echo signal received from the subject and dis-
plays the ultrasound image.

[0003] A transducer unit having a transducing portion
is disposed in an interior of the ultrasound probe provided
at a distal end portion of an insertion portion of an ultra-
sound endoscope. The transducer unit is housed in a
housing. Further, the transducer unit is provided in a
shield case which is grounded in consideration of elec-
trical safety, countermeasures against noise and the like
for a subject, because the insertion portion is inserted
into the subject.

[0004] When a distal end portion unit including the
transducer unitis assembled, the transducer unit to which
an elongated cable unitis connected is housed in a shield
case first. Subsequently, the transducer unit to which the
elongated cable unit is connected is housed into the
housingin such a manner as to be forced into the housing,
whereby the distal end portion unit of the ultrasound en-
doscope is assembled. As a result, the transducer unit
housed in the shield case is housed in the housing at the
distal end portion of the insertion portion.

[0005] Further, as a countermeasure against heat that
is generated by ultrasound vibration in an ultrasound en-
doscope, for example, Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open Publication No. 2009-240755 proposes and
discloses the art of providing a highly thermal conductive
layer at a distal end portion.

[0006] However, when assembling the transducer unit
in the housing, the assembly is conducted in such a man-
ner that the transducer unit is fitted into the housing in a
state where the cable unitis connected to the transducer
unit. Specifically, the transducer unit is housed in the
housing in such a manner so as to lead a proximal end
side of the cable unit from a cable lead-out port of the
housing to the outside of the housing and fit the trans-
ducer unit connected to a distal end portion of the cable
unit into the housing portion of the housing.

[0007] For the sake of size reduction of the distal end
portion of the insertion portion, an opening portion of an
insertion path of the cable unit in the housing portion of
the housing is small, and the depression of the housing

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

portion is not large in the axial direction. Therefore, when
the assembly operator fits the transducer unit into the
housing portion of the housing, the bending stress con-
centrates on a connection portion between the transduc-
er unit and the cable unit, which leads to the concern that
signal lines in the cable unit are easily damaged and a
large damage causes breakage of the internal signal
lines.

[0008] Conventional arts have not take into consider-
ation such problem that the bending stress concentrates
on the connection portion between the transducer unit
and the cable unit and signal lines in the cable unit are
damaged during assembly.

[0009] The above-mentioned proposal of an ultra-
sound endoscope having a highly thermal conductive lay-
er discloses a highly thermal conductive layer extended
to a proximal end side. This proposal however does not
take into consideration any countermeasures against the
bending stress that concentrates on the connection por-
tion between the transducer unit and the cable unit during
assembly as mentioned above.

[0010] Accordingly, an objective of the present inven-
tion is to provide an ultrasound endoscope that relieves
stress concentration on a connection portion between a
transducer unit and a cable unit during assembly of the
ultrasound endoscope, thus allowing to prevent damage,
breakage or the like of cable signal lines.

Disclosure of Invention
Means for Solving the Problem

[0011] Anultrasound endoscope the presentinvention
has an ultrasound transmitting and receiving portion that
has a top surface, a bottom surface and a side surface
that connects the top surface and the bottom surface,
and performs transmission and reception of ultrasound
on the top surface side, a cable that is for transmitting
and receiving an electrical signal to and from the ultra-
sound transmitting and receiving portion and is connect-
ed to the side surface, a conductive shield case that has
a lead-out port for leading out the cable, and a flexible
extension portion extended from at least the top surface
side of the lead-out port, and covers the side surface and
the bottom surface, and a housing that holds the ultra-
sound transmitting and receiving portion via the shield
case, and has a cable insertion path in which the cable
and the extension portion are inserted.

Brief Description of the Drawings
[0012]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a distal end portion
unit seen from diagonally above a front side of the
distal end portion unit;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the distal end portion
unit seen from a slightly diagonally rear of a side of
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the distal end portion unit;

Fig. 3 is a view of a distal end portion unit 1 seen
from a front side in an axial direction of the distal end
portion unit 1;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a shield case 5

Fig. 5 is a view of the shield case 5 seen from a
proximal end direction;

Fig. 6is a view for explaining housing of a transducer
unit 2 into the shield case 5;

Fig. 7 is a sectional view for explaining a process of
the transducer unit 2 to which a cable unit 4 is con-
nected being fitted into a housing portion 3a of a
housing 3;

Fig. 8 is a sectional view showing a state in which
the transducer unit 2 is housed in the housing portion
3a of the housing 3;

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the shield case 5 hav-
ing an extension portion according to modification 1
of the first embodiment;

Fig. 10 is a view of the shield case 5 having the ex-
tension portion according to modification 1 of the first
embodiment seen from a proximal end direction;
Fig. 11 is a perspective view of the shield case 5
having an extension portion according to modifica-
tion 2 of the first embodiment;

Fig. 12 is a view of the shield case 5 having the ex-
tension portion according to modification 2 of the first
embodiment seen from the proximal end direction;
Fig. 13 is a sectional view showing a state in which
the transducer unit 2 is housed in the housing portion
3a of the housing 3, according to modification 2 of
the first embodiment;

Fig. 14 is a sectional view showing a state in which
the transducer unit2 is housed in the housing portion
3a of the housing 3, according to modification 3 of
the first embodiment;

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the shield case 5
having an extension portion according to modifica-
tion 4 of the first embodiment;

Fig. 16 is a view of the shield case 5 having the ex-
tension portion according to modification 4 of the first
embodiment seen from the proximal end direction;
Fig. 17 is a sectional view showing a state in which
the transducer unit 2 is housed in the housing portion
3a of the housing 3 according to modification 4;
Fig. 18 is a perspective view of the shield case 5
having the extension portion according to a second
embodiment;

Fig. 19 is a sectional view for explaining a process
of the transducer unit 2 to which the cable unit 4 is
connected being fitted into the housing portion 3a of
the housing 3, according to the second embodiment;
Fig. 20 is a sectional view showing a state in which
the transducer unit 2 according to the second em-
bodiment is housed in the housing portion 3a of the
housing 3;

Fig. 21 is a partial cross-sectional view of the trans-
ducer unit fitted in a distal end rigid member with an
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image pickup unit;

Fig. 22 is a view of an insertion portion of the ultra-
sound endoscope seen from a distal end side;

Fig. 23 is a partial cross-sectional view of the trans-
ducer unit provided with an opening portion in a part
of a shield case 111;

Fig. 24 is a partial cross-sectional view of a section
of the image pickup unit and a light guide unit taken
along an XXIV-XXIV line of Fig. 22;

Fig. 25 is an external appearance view showing an
external appearance of the ultrasound endoscope
to which a tube is mounted;

Fig. 26 is a partial cross-sectional view of a mounting
clip 201, taken along an XXVI-XXVI line of Fig. 25;
Fig. 27 is a sectional view showing a state in which
the mounting clip 201 is mounted to a universal cord
204; and

Fig. 28 is a view of the mounting clip 201 provided
with extension portions at arm portion distal ends.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0013] Hereinafter, embodiments of the presentinven-
tion will be described with reference to the drawings.
[0014] Inthe respective drawings used in the following
description, a scale is made to differ at each of the re-
spective components in order to make the respective
components have such sizes as to be recognizable on
the drawings, and the present invention is not limited to
only the numbers and the amounts of the components,
the shapes of the components, the ratios of the sizes of
the components, and the relative positional relations of
the respective components which are illustrated in the
drawings.

(First embodiment)

[0015] Figs. 1 and 2 are external appearance views of
a distal end portion unit of an ultrasound endoscope. Fig.
1 is a perspective view of the distal end portion unit seen
from diagonally above a front side of the distal end portion
unit. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the distal end portion
unit seen from a slightly diagonally rear of a side of the
distal end portion unit. Fig. 3 is a view of a distal end
portion unit 1 seen from a front side in an axial direction
of the distal end portion unit 1.

[0016] The distal end portion unit 1 is configured by
mainly having a transducer unit 2, a housing 3, a cable
unit 4 and a shield case 5 (not illustrated in Fig. 1, Fig. 2
and Fig. 3). The distal end portion unit 1 is configured in
such a manner that the transducer unit 2 is housed in a
housing portion 3 a of the housing 3, and a cable 4a of
the cable unit 4 is extended from a proximal end side of
the housing 3. An endoscope distal end portion is con-
figured by the distal end portion unit 1 being provided in
a distal end rigid member of an insertion portion of the
ultrasound endoscope.

[0017] The transducer unit 2 which is an ultrasound
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transmitting and receiving portion has an ultrasound
transducer in an interior thereof. An acoustic lens surface
2awhich focuses ultrasound is provided on a top surface
side of the transducer unit 2. A lower portion of the trans-
ducer unit 2 is housed in the shield case 5 which will be
described later.

[0018] The transducer unit 2 has a top surface, a bot-
tom surface and side surfaces which connect the top sur-
face and the bottom surface, and configures the ultra-
sound transmitting and receiving portion which performs
transmission and reception of ultrasound on the top sur-
face side. In this case, the acoustic lens surface 2a is
located on the top surface.

[0019] The housing 3 is made of a resin, and has a
housing main body portion 3b, a protruding portion 3b1
having a flange portion formed at a distal end portion of
the housing main body portion 3b, and a proximal end
portion 3b2. A cable 4a is extended from the proximal
end portion 3b2. The cable 4a is connected to the side
surface of the transducer unit 2 to transmit and receive
electrical signals to and from the transducer unit 2 which
is the ultrasound transmitting and receiving portion.
[0020] An opening portion of the housing portion 3a of
the housing main body portion 3b has a shape along a
shape of the acoustic lens surface 2a of the transducer
unit 2. An internal structure of the housing 3 will be de-
scribed later.

[0021] Note that in the present embodiment and the
following descriptions (descriptions of modifications and
another embodiment), the ultrasound transmitting and
receiving portions are described as convex type ultra-
sound transmitting and receiving portions, but may be
concave type ultrasound transmitting and receiving por-
tions.

[0022] Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the shield case
5.Fig. 5isaview of the shield case 5 seen from a proximal
end direction. The shield case 5 has an opening portion
11, a bottom surface portion 12 and four side surface
portions 13, 14, 15 and 16. The shield case 5 is made of
a metal, and has a box shape which is opened to an
upper side with an area of the opening portion 11 on the
top surface being larger than an area of the bottom sur-
face portion 12. Therefore, a housing portion 5a is formed
by the bottom surface portion 12 and the four side surface
portions 13, 14, 15 and 16.

[0023] More specifically, the shield case 5is configured
such that the side surface portions 13, 15 and 16 at a
proximal end side are orthogonal to the bottom surface
portion 12, and the side surface portion 14 at a distal end
side forms an angle of 90 degrees or more with the bottom
surface portion 12.

[0024] Further, a height of the side surface portion 13
at the proximal end side, from the bottom surface portion
12 is higher than a height of the side surface portion 14
at the distal end side, from the bottom surface portion
12, and therefore, the opening portion 11 is formed in a
slanting state with respect to the bottom surface portion
12.
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[0025] A lead-out port 17 for leading the cable 4a of
the cable unit4 to an outside of the shield case 5 is formed
at the side surface portion 13 at the proximal end side.
As shown in Fig. 5, the lead-out port 17 is semi-circular
at a bottom surface side, is rectangular at a top surface
side, and has such a size thatthe cable 4a can be inserted
therethrough.

[0026] Furthermore, a plate-shaped extension portion
18 which extends in a proximal end direction is formed
at an upper side of the opening portion 16, that is, a top
surface side of the lead-out port 17. The extension portion
18 is formed at a position where an upper side surface
of the cable 4a which extends from the transducer unit 1
abuts on an undersurface of the extension portion 18
when the transducer unit 2 is housed in the shield case 5.
[0027] Namely, the shield case 5is a conductive mem-
ber that has the lead-out port 17 for leading out the cable
4a, and the flexible extension portion 18 that is extended
from at least the top surface side of the lead-out port 17,
and covers the side surfaces and the bottom surface of
the transducer unit 2.

[0028] The shield case 5 is produced by one metal
sheet material being subjected to work such as folding
or brazing. Inthe present embodiment, the extension por-
tion 18 is made of a metal and has flexibility, and the
shield case 5 and the extension portion 18 are produced
by folding work.

[0029] For example, a length of the extension portion
18 is 1 to 3 mm and a thickness thereof is 0.2 mm. Note
that for the extension portion 18, a material having elas-
ticity is preferable, as will be described later. As a metal
having elasticity, for example, copper and phosphor
bronze are cited.

[0030] As shown in Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, a through hole
14ais provided at the side surface portion 14 of the distal
end side of the shield case 5, and the shield case 5 is
configured so that grounding wiring in an interior is led
out to an outside of the shield case 5 via the through hole
14a and the grounding wiring can be soldered at the out-
side of the shield case 5.

[0031] Note that in order to lead the grounding wiring
to the outside of the shield case 5, a U-shaped cutout
may be formed at the side surface portion 14 at the distal
end side as shown by the dotted line in Fig. 6, in place
of the circular through hole 14a.

[0032] The through hole 14a as above is provided,
whereby wiring by soldering or the like can be made at
the outside of the shield case 5, and therefore, favorable
operability is provided. Further, a wiring spot is located
at the distal end side of the shield case 5, and therefore,
the distal end portion of the ultrasound endoscope is
made compact.

[0033] Furthermore, a conductor plate (not illustrated)
in the transducer unit 2 and the side surface portion of
the shield case 5 are disposed on the same plane, where-
by both of the conductor plate and the shield case 5 can
be disposed without a gap, and the wiring portion can be
completely covered with a metal member. Therefore, re-
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liable grounding can be performed.

[0034] Furthermore, the wiring portion protrudes to the
distal end side from the acoustic lens surface 2a of the
transducer unit 2, and therefore, even when aninsulative
member in the transducer unit 2 is broken, an electric
current does not flow to a so-called patient circuit.
[0035] Fig. 6 is a view for explaining housing of the
transducer unit 2 into the shield case 5. The transducer
unit 2 of the present embodiment includes an upper por-
tion 2A including an ultrasound transducer, the acoustic
lens and the like, and a lower portion 2B including a circuit
board and the like. The upper portion 2A is larger than
the lower portion 2B, and the lower portion 2B has a
shape corresponding to a shape of the housing portion
5a of the shield case 5.

[0036] When the transducer unit 2 is housed into the
shield case 5, a proximal end portion of the cable 4a of
the cable unit 4 is inserted through the lead-out port 17
from an inside of the shield case 5 first, and the cable 4a
is passed into the lead-out port 17 up to a distal end
portion of the cable 4a. Subsequently, the lower portion
2B of the transducer unit 2 is housed into the shield case
5in such a manner that the distal end portion of the cable
4a is pressed against an inside of the lead-out port 17.
In this manner, the lower portion 2B of the transducer
unit 2 is housed into the housing portion 5a of the shield
case 5.

[0037] Fig.7isasectional viewforexplaining a process
of the transducer unit 2 to which the cable unit 4 is con-
nected being fitted into the housing portion 3a ofthe hous-
ing 3.

[0038] First, with reference to Fig. 7, a structure of an
interior of the housing 3 will be described. The housing
portion 3a is formed in the housing main body portion 3b
of the housing 3 having a substantially circular column-
shape. The housing portion 3a is a recessed portion
formed in the housing main body portion 3b, and has
such a size that the transducer unit 2 can be housed
therein. A cable insertion path 21 that communicates with
the housing portion 3a is provided at the proximal end
portion 3b2. An opening portion 22 of the cable insertion
path 21 is formed at a proximal end side of the housing
portion 3a. A taper portion 22a for enhancing insertability
of the cable 4a is formed at the opening portion 22.
[0039] Therefore, the housing 3 holds the transducer
unit 2 via the shield case 5, and has the cable insertion
path 21 in which the cable 4a and the extension portion
18 are inserted.

[0040] When the transducer unit 2 is fitted into the
housing portion 3a of the housing 3, the proximal end
portion of the cable 4a is firstly passed through the cable
insertion path 21 from the opening portion 22, the cable
4a is led out, and the distal end portion of the cable 4a,
that is, a connection portion of the cable unit 4 and the
transducer unit 2 is caused to be close to the opening
portion 22. Subsequently, a distal end portion of the ex-
tension portion 18 of the shield case 5 is inserted into the
cable insertion path 21 from the opening portion 22 of
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the housing portion 3 a, as shown in Fig. 7.

[0041] At this time, as shown in Fig. 7, a proximal end
portion of the extension portion 18 is inserted into the
cable insertion path 21 from the opening portion 22 of
the housing portion 3a while the extension portion 18
abuts and slides on the upper side of an end portion of
the opening portion 22. Further, when the extension por-
tion 18 has elasticity, an operator can insert the extension
portion 18 into the cable insertion path 21 in such a man-
ner that the extension portion 18 is naturally drawn into
the cable insertion path 21 by springiness of the exten-
sion portion 18. Further, the taper portion 22a is formed
at the opening portion 22, and therefore, the transducer
unit 2 can be housed more easily.

[0042] Furthermore, in the process of housing the
transducer unit 2 into the housing portion 3a of the hous-
ing 3, the connection portion of the cable unit 4 and the
transducer unit 2 is protected by the extension portion
18, and bending stress to the connection portion of the
cable unit 4 and the transducer unit 2, which is applied
at the time of housing of the transducer unit 2 into the
housing portion 3 a of the housing 3 is relieved.

[0043] Namely, as shown in Fig. 7, the transducer unit
2 is fitted in from an oblique direction with respect to an
axis of the cable insertion path 21 of the proximal end
portion 3b2, but the bending stress which is concentrated
on the connection portion of the transducer unit 2 and
the cable unit 4 is relieved by the extension portion 18,
and therefore, a damage to a signal line in the cable unit
4 is hardly caused. As s result, breakage of the internal
signal line hardly occurs. Fig. 8 is a sectional view show-
ing a state in which the transducer unit 2 is housed in the
housing portion 3a of the housing 3.

[0044] Consequently, according to the configuration
described above, at the time of assembly of the ultra-
sound endoscope, stress concentration to the connec-
tion portion of the transducer unit and the cable unit is
relieved, buckling of the cable end is prevented, and dam-
age, breakage and the like of the signal line of the cable
can be prevented. Furthermore, according to the present
embodiment described above, assemblability of the dis-
tal end portion unit is enhanced, and yield is enhanced,
which also leads to reduction of cost by extension.
[0045] Note that a groove in which the plate-shaped
extension portion 18 is fitted is provided along the inside
of the cable insertion path 21 from the opening portion
22 of the housing portion 3a, a width of the groove (width
in the direction orthogonal to an axial direction of the ca-
ble insertion path 21) is made substantially the same as
a width of the extension portion 18, and the extension
portion 18 is inserted into the groove, whereby position-
ing around an axis of the transducer unit 2 can be reliably
performed. Namely, the width of the groove provided at
the top surface side of the opening portion 16 is made to
have such a size that the extension portion 18 can be
fitted therein, but does not rotate around the axis, where-
by positioning around the axis of the transducer unit 2
which is housed in the housing portion 3a can be per-
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formed.

[0046] Note that the extension portion 18 can adopt
the configurations of various modifications, and may
have the following configurations.

(Modification 1)

[0047] Fig. 9 and Fig. 10 are views for explaining the
extension portion according to the present modification
1. Fig. 9is a perspective view of the shield case 5 having
the extension portion according to modification 1. Fig. 10
is a view of the shield case 5 seen from a proximal end
direction. In Fig. 9 and Fig. 10, the same components as
in the embodiment described above are assigned with
the same reference signs, and the description thereof
will be omitted.

[0048] AsshowninFig. 9, an extension portion 18A of
the present modification is disposed at the top surface
side of the lead-out port 17, and has a shape of a curved
surface projected to the top surface side. More specifi-
cally, the extension portion 18A has a tub shape along a
part of the shape of the lead-out port 17, as shown in Fig.
10.

[0049] The extension portion 18A of the present mod-
ification has the shape of the curved surface projected
to the upper side, and therefore, when bending stress is
applied to the connection portion of the transducer unit
2 and the cable unit 4, a force which is generated as
reaction is larger in the extension portion 18A than in the
extension portion 18 as shown in Fig. 4.

[0050] Consequently, the extension portion 18A of the
present modification generates the similar effect to the
extension portion 18 of the embodiment described
above, and also provides the effect of being capable of
making the thickness of the extension portion 18A small.

(Modification 2)

[0051] Fig. 11, Fig. 12 and Fig. 13 are views for ex-
plaining an extension portion according to the present
modification 2. Fig. 11 is a perspective view of the shield
case 5 having the extension portion according to the
present modification 2. Fig. 12 is a view of the shield case
5 having the extension portion according to the present
modification 2 seen from a proximal end direction. Fig.
13 is a sectional view showing a state in which the trans-
ducer unit 2 is housed in the housing portion 3a of the
housing 3. In Fig. 11 to Fig. 13, the same components
as inthe embodiment described above are assigned with
the same reference signs, and the description thereof
will be omitted.

[0052] As shown in Fig. 11, an extension portion 18B
of the present modification is plate-shaped, and has a
projected portion 18Ba which is projected to the top sur-
face side at a part of the extension portion 18B. A re-
cessed portion 31 which is formed to be recessed is pro-
vided at a part of an inner surface of the cable insertion
path 21. As shown in Fig. 13, the projected portion 18Ba
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is provided to be in such a shape and position as to be
fitted in the recessed portion 31 formed at the inner sur-
face of the cable insertion path 21 when the transducer
unit 2is housed into the housing portion 3 a of the housing
3.

[0053] Consequently, a projected amount of the pro-
jected portion 18Ba to the upper side has to be such an
amount that the extension portion 18B and the cable 4a
to be inserted into the cable insertion path 21.

[0054] The extension portion 18B of the present mod-
ification has the projected portion 18Ba, the inner surface
of the cable insertion path 21 has the recessed portion
31, the projected portion 18Ba and the recessed portion
31 are fitted to each other, and positioning of the trans-
ducer unit 2 is reliably performed. Namely, when the
transducer unit 2 is housed in the housing 3 via the shield
case 5, the recessed portion 31 and the projected portion
18Ba are fitted to each other.

[0055] Consequently, the extension portion 18B of the
present modification generates the similar effect to the
extension portion 18 of the embodiment described
above, and also provides the effect of being capable of
reliably performing positioning in an axial direction of the
transducer unit 2, and being capable of reducing variation
in assembly among products by extension.

[0056] In the present modification, the projected por-
tion 18Baiis provided at the extension portion 18B, where-
as therecessed portion 31 is provided atthe inner surface
of the cable insertion path 21. However, the recessed
portion may be provided at the extension portion 18B,
and the projected portion may be provided at the inner
surface of the cable insertion path 21.

(Modification 3)

[0057] Fig. 14 is a view for explaining an extension
portion according to the present modification 3. Fig. 14
is a sectional view showing a state in which the trans-
ducer unit 2 is housed in the housing portion 3 a of the
housing 3, according to the present modification 3. In Fig.
14, the same components as in the embodiment de-
scribed above are assigned with the same reference
signs, and the description thereof will be omitted.
[0058] AsshowninFig. 14, inthe present modification,
a step portion 32 on which the distal end portion of the
extension portion 18 or 18A abuts when the transducer
unit 2is housed into the housing portion 3 a of the housing
3 is formed at the upper side of the inner surface of the
cable insertion path 21.

[0059] In the present modification, the distal end por-
tion of the extension portion 18 or 18A abuts on the step
portion 32 formed on the inner surface of the cable in-
sertion path 21, and positioning of the transducer unit 2
is reliably performed.

[0060] Consequently, in the configuration of the
present modification, the similar effect to the extension
portion 18 of the embodiment described above is also
generated, and the effect of being capable of reliably per-
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forming positioning in the axial direction of the transducer
unit 2 is also provided.

(Modification 4)

[0061] Fig. 15, Fig. 16 and Fig. 17 are views for ex-
plaining an extension portion according to the present
modification 4. Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the shield
case 5 having the extension portion according to the
present modification 4. Fig. 16 is a view of the shield case
5 having the extension portion according to the present
modification 4 seen from a proximal end direction. Fig.
17 is a sectional view showing a state in which the trans-
ducer unit 2 is housed in the housing portion 3a of the
housing 3. In Fig. 15 to Fig. 17, the same components
as inthe embodiment described above are assigned with
the same reference signs, and the description thereof
will be omitted.

[0062] As shown in Fig. 15, an extension portion 18C
of the present modification is plate-shaped, and has a
protruded portion 18Cawhich is formed at the top surface
side along an extending direction of the extension portion
18C. A groove 33 which is a depressed portion in which
the protruded portion 18Ca is engaged or fitted is formed
onthe inner surface of the housing portion 3a of the hous-
ing 3. A width of the groove portion 33 in a circumferential
direction of the housing portion 3a of the housing 3 has
such a size that the protruded portion 18Ca is fitted in
the groove portion 33.

[0063] Namely, as shownin Fig. 17, the protruded por-
tion 18Ca has such a shape as to be engaged in the
groove portion 33 which is formed along the axial direc-
tion on the inner surface of the cable insertion path 21
when the transducer unit 2 is housed into the housing
portion 3a of the housing 3.

[0064] Consequently, the extension portion 18C of the
present modification generates the similar effect to the
extension portion 18 of the embodiment described
above, and has the effect of being capable of reliably
performing positioning around the axis of the transducer
unit 2.

[0065] In the present modification, a distal end portion
of the extension portion 18C (proximal end portion of the
protruded portion 18Cain Fig. 17) abuts on a step portion
33a at the proximal end side of the groove portion 33
which is formed on the inner surface of the cable insertion
path 21, and therefore, positioning in the axial direction
of the transducer unit 2 is also reliably performed.
[0066] Furthermore, the protruded portion 18Ca can
be also provided at the upper sides of the extension por-
tions 18A and 18B of modification 2.

[0067] Asabove, according tothe presentembodiment
and the respective modifications described above, the
ultrasound endoscope can be provided, which is capable
of preventing damage, breakage and the like of the signal
line of the cable by relieving stress concentration to the
connection portion of the transducer unit and the cable
unit at the time of assembly of the ultrasound endoscope.
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(Second embodiment)

[0068] In the first embodiment, the extension portion
18 or the like is in the flat plate shape or the plate shape
having the curved surface formed at the upper side of
the lead-out port 17 of the shield case 5, and an extension
portion of the present embodiment differs from the first
embodiment in the point that the extension portion is a
coil spring member. In the present embodiment, the
same components as in the first embodiment are as-
signed with the same reference signs, and the description
thereof will be omitted.

[0069] Fig. 18, Fig. 19 and Fig. 20 are views for ex-
plaining the extension portion according to the present
embodiment. Fig. 18 is a perspective view of the shield
case 5 having the extension portion according to the
present embodiment. Fig. 19 is a sectional view for ex-
plaining a process of the transducer unit 2 to which the
cable unit 4 is connected being fitted into the housing
portion 3a of the housing 3. Fig. 20 is a sectional view
showing a state in which the transducer unit 2 of the
present embodiment is housed in the housing portion 3a
of the housing 3. In Fig. 18 to Fig. 20, the same compo-
nents as in the first embodiment described above are
assigned with the same reference signs, and the descrip-
tion thereof will be omitted.

[0070] In the present embodiment, the extension por-
tion is configured by a coil spring member 41 that is a
cylindrical spring. As shown in Fig. 18, the coil spring
member 41 is a coil spring in which a metal wire is closely
wound to each other. One end of the coil spring member
41 is fixedly attached to the lead-out port 17 which is
formed on the side surface at the proximal end side of
the shield case 5 by welding. The lead-out port 17 com-
municates with a hollow portion in an inside of the coil
spring member 41. When the transducer unit 2 is housed
in the shield case 5, the cable 4a passes in the hollow
portion in the inside of the coil spring member 41.
[0071] Note that the coil spring member 41 described
above is a single-winding coil spring, but the spring mem-
ber which configures the extension portion may be a mul-
tiple-winding coil spring such as double-winding and tri-
ple-winding coil springs.

[0072] As showninFig. 19, the coil spring member 41
has elasticity, and therefore, when the shield unit 5 is
housed into the housing portion 3a, the coil spring mem-
ber 41 enters the cable insertion path 21 while an outer
circumferential side of the coil spring member 41 abuts
on the upper side of the opening portion 22 of the cable
insertion path 21 of the housing 3.

[0073] Therefore, in the process of housing the trans-
ducer unit 2 into the housing portion 3a of the housing 3,
the connection portion of the cable unit 4 and the trans-
ducer unit 2 is protected by the extension portion 18, and
bending stress to the connection portion of the cable unit
4 and the transducer unit 2 is relieved at the time of hous-
ing of the transducer unit 2 into the housing portion 3a
of the housing 3.
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[0074] Further, the present embodiment has the ad-
vantage that a length in an axial direction of the coil spring
member 41 which is the extension portion is easily ad-
justed. Furthermore, if the length in the axial direction of
the coil spring member 41 becomes longer, the shielding
effectiveness for the cable 4a of the cable unit 4 can be
enhanced more.

[0075] Consequently, accordingtothe presentembod-
iment described above, the ultrasound endoscope can
be provided, which is capable of relieving stress concen-
tration to the connection portion of the transducer unit
and the cable unit, preventing buckling of the cable end,
and preventing damage, breakage and the like of the
signal line of the cable, at the time of assembly of the
ultrasound endoscope. Further, according to the present
embodiment described above, the assemblability of the
distal end portion unitis enhanced, and yield is enhanced,
which also leads to reduction in cost by extension.
[0076] Further, the coil spring member 41 as the ex-
tension portion also relieves bending stress to the lower
side or the lateral direction, and therefore, relieves bend-
ing stress in every direction during working to be able to
prevent damage, breakage and the like of the signal line
of the cable.

[0077] For the purpose of positioning the transducer
unit, a projected portion as in modification 2 of the first
embodiment may be provided at the upper side of the
coil spring member 41 of the present embodiment.
[0078] Furthermore, for the purpose of positioning
around the axis of the transducer unit, the projected por-
tion as in modification 4 of the first embodiment may be
provided at the upper side of the coil spring member 41
of the present embodiment.

(Shortening of transducer unit)

[0079] Incidentally, thereis a case in which a distal end
portion unit containing an ultrasound transducer is fitted
in a distal end rigid member of an ultrasound endoscope
with an image pickup unit including an image pickup de-
vice. Fig. 21 is a partial cross-sectional view of a trans-
ducer unit fitted in the distal end rigid member with the
image pickup unit. Fig. 22 is a view of an insertion portion
of the ultrasound endoscope seen from a distal end side.
Fig. 21 is a sectional view taken along the XX-XX line of
Fig. 22.

[0080] As shown in Fig. 21, a distal end portion 101 of
the insertion portion of the ultrasound endoscope in-
cludes a distal end rigid member 102 having a size of R1
in a radial direction thereof.

[0081] In the distal end rigid member 101, an image
pickup unit 103 containing an image pickup device and
an objective optical system, and a transducer unit 104
are provided at a distal end side in an insertion direction
S of the insertion portion.

[0082] Further, as shown in Fig. 21, the transducer unit
104 is provided to the distal end rigid member 102 so
that a distal end in the insertion direction S of the trans-
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ducer unit 104 protrudes forward in the insertion direction
S from a distal end face 102s of the distal end rigid mem-
ber 102.

[0083] Further, in the distal end rigid member 102, a
treatment instrument insertion channel and an illumina-
tion unit (neither of them is illustrated) are provided, and
in addition, an air/water feeding conduit not illustrated, a
front water feeding conduit (see Fig. 22) and the like are
also provided.

[0084] Further, as shown in Fig. 22, on the distal end
face 102s, an objective optical system 103a which con-
figures the image pickup unit 103, and an illumination
optical system 105 which configures an illumination unit
are provided, and an opening 106 of the treatment in-
strument inserting channel, an opening 107 of the front
water feeding conduit, an air/water feeding nozzle 108
which is fixed to a distal end of the air/water feeding con-
duit which supplies a fluid to the objective optical system
103a and the like are provided.

[0085] The transducer unit 104 is configured by having
a shield case 111, and a transducer case 112 in which
the shield case 111 is inserted. In the shield case 111,
an ultrasound transducer 113, a wiring board 114, a flex-
ible board 115 and the like are provided. A distal end
portion of a cable 116 is connected to the flexible board
115 in the shield case 111, and the cable 116 extends
from a proximal end side of the transducer case 112.
[0086] Inthe case of Fig. 21, a distal end portion of the
transducer unit 104 is within an image pickup range R2
of the image pickup unit 103, and therefore the distal end
portion appears in an optical image. Namely, a part of an
optical observation range is vignetted. An internal matter
such as the wiring board 114 is present in the transducer
unit 104, and therefore, when a length in the axial direc-
tion of the transducer unit 104 cannot be made short,
vignetting as described above sometimes occurs.
[0087] Therefore, in this case, the length in an axial
direction of the transducer unit 104 is shortened by an
opening portion being provided at a part in the proximal
end direction of the shield case 111 so that an internal
matter (in this case, a proximal end portion 114a of the
board 114) does not touch the shield case 114.

[0088] Fig. 23 is a partial cross-sectional view of the
transducer unit in which an opening portion is provided
at a part of the shield case 111. As shown in Fig. 23, an
opening portion 111a is provided at a part of the shield
case 111 and at a proximal end side.

[0089] The opening portion 111a is provided at a po-
sition where the proximal end portion 114a of the wiring
board 114 touches and interferes with the shield case
111 when the wiring board 114 is moved to the proximal
end side.

[0090] Further, the opening portion 111a has such a
shape that the wiring board 114 does not touch the shield
case 111 when the wiring board 114 is moved to the
proximal end side.

[0091] Consequently, the distal end portion of the
transducer unit 104 can be further moved to the proximal
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end side, and therefore, appearance of the transducer
unit 104 in the optical image can be prevented. Further,
the lengthin the axial direction of the distal end rigid mem-
ber can be also made short.

(Lens fogging prevention)

[0092] Further, Fig. 24 is a partial cross-sectional view
of the section of the image pickup unit and the light guide
unit taken along the XXIV-XXIV line of Fig. 22.

[0093] Fig. 24 is an example in which a resin cover 121
reaches a distal end side of the distal end rigid member
102. InFig. 24, animage pickup unit 122 and a light guide
unit 123 are shown.

[0094] Theimage pickup unit 122 includes an objective
optical system 122a and an image pickup device 122b,
and a cable 122d including a drive signal line and an
image pickup signal line is connected via a circuit board
122c.

[0095] Theimage pickup unit 122 includes alens frame
124 which holds the objective optical system 122a, and
an image pickup device frame 125 including the image
pickup device 122b. The lens frame 124 and the image
pickup device frame 125 are both cylindrical frame mem-
bers of stainless steel, and an outer circumferential por-
tion of a proximal end side of the lens frame 124 is in-
serted and fitted in an inner circumferential portion of a
distal end side of the image pickup device frame 125. An
outer circumferential surface of the proximal end side of
the lens frame 124 and an inner surface of the distal end
side of the image pickup device frame 125 are coated
with an adhesive, and after adjustment of an optical focal
point position is performed, the adhesive is solidified,
whereby the image pickup unit 122 is produced. In Fig.
24, afitting region 126 of the outer circumferential portion
of the proximal end side of the lens frame 124 and the
inner circumferential portion of the distal end side of the
image pickup device frame 125 is an adhesive surface.
[0096] The light guide unit 123 includes an illumination
optical system 123a and an optical fiber bundle 123b.
The light guide unit 123 is inserted from the distal end
side of the distal end rigid member 102, and after the
cover 121 is attached thereto, a periphery of the illumi-
nation window is coated with an adhesive 131, whereby
the light guide unit 123 is fixed.

[0097] The image pickup unit 122 is fitted in the distal
end rigid member 102 from the proximal end side of the
distal end rigid member 102, and after the cover 121 is
mounted, an adhesive 132 for a periphery of an obser-
vation window is coated, whereby the image pickup unit
122 is fixed.

[0098] The endoscope is heated to a high temperature
for cleaning and disinfecting. When the endoscope is
heated, the respective members, the adhesives and the
like are thermally expanded, and because thermal ex-
pansion coefficients thereof differ from one another, the
adhesives sometimes remove from the members.
[0099] Consequently, an outward flange portion 124a
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which projects in an outer circumferential direction is pro-
vided at a slightly central portion in an axial direction of
the lens frame 124. The outward flange portion 124a is
thick in a radial direction, and therefore, has high rigidity
and an action to reduce deformation by thermal expan-
sion. Namely, the lens frame 124 has the outward flange
portion 124a, and therefore has high rigidity to such de-
formation that the lens frame 124 expands at the time of
thermal expansion.

[0100] Further, a peripheral portion of the distal end
side of the lens frame 124 is not covered with the cover
121, but is covered with the adhesive 132. Therefore, a
periphery of the lens frame 124 is not covered with the
cover 121, but is covered with the adhesive 132.
[0101] Furthermore, the adhesive is conventionally
coated over the wide range around a distal end lens
122a1 of the objective optical system 122a as shown by
the dashed line, whereas in this case, only a gap portion
between the lens frame 124 and the distal end lens 122a1
is coated with an adhesive 133. For example, after the
adhesive is temporarily coated as shown by the dashed
line, the adhesive on the periphery of the distal end por-
tion of the lens frame 124 is wiped away, whereby only
the gap portion between the lens frame 124 and the distal
end lens 122a1 can be coated with the adhesive 133.
[0102] Since the adhesive is conventionally coated on-
to the wide range shown by the dashed line, such stress
as to expand the lens frame 124 occurs by thermal ex-
pansion by heating. Therefore, a gap occurs between
the lens frame 124 and the distal end lens 122a1, mois-
ture enters the interior from the gap, and so-called fog-
ging sometimes occurs in the objective optical system
122a.

[0103] However, the outward flange portion 124a is
provided at the lens frame 124, the periphery of the lens
frame 124 is covered with the adhesive 132, the gap be-
tween the lens frame 124 and the distal end lens 122a1
is covered with the adhesive 133 as described above.
Therefore, entry of moisture into the lens frame 124 due
to thermal load by heating at the time of cleaning and
disinfecting can be prevented.

(Mounting cable)

[0104] Further, not only an ultrasound endoscope, but
also an endoscope in general is sometimes used with a
tube such as a water feeding tube being connected to
the endoscope. Fig. 25 is an external appearance view
showing an external appearance of an ultrasound endo-
scope to which a tube is mounted.

[0105] In an ultrasound endoscope 200 shown in Fig.
25, a main part is configured by an elongated insertion
portion 210 which is inserted into a subject, an operation
section 203 which is provided at a proximal end in the
insertion direction S of the insertion portion 210, a uni-
versal cord 204 which is extended from the operation
section 203 and has flexibility, and a connector 205 pro-
vided at an extension end of the universal cord 204.
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[0106] The connector 205 is provided with a light
source connector 205a, an electric connector 205b, an
ultrasound connector 205c¢, a suction pipe sleeve 205d,
an air/water feeding pipe sleeve 205e and an auxiliary
water feeding pipe sleeve 205f.

[0107] A light source apparatus which supplies illumi-
nating light is attachable and detachable to and from the
light source connector 205a, and a video processor which
performs various kinds of signal processing and the like
via the signal cable is attachable and detachable to and
from the electric connector 205b.

[0108] Further, an ultrasound observation apparatus
is attachable and detachable to and from the ultrasound
connector 205¢ via an ultrasound cable 206 which is con-
nected to the ultrasound observation apparatus, and a
suction pump is attachable and detachable to and from
the suction pipe sleeve 205d via a suction tube. Further,
a water feeding tank is attachable and detachable to and
from the air/water feeding pipe sleeve 205¢ via an air/wa-
ter feeding tube, and the water feeding tank is attachable
and detachable to and from the auxiliary water feeding
pipe sleeve 205f via a water feeding tube 207.

[0109] Theinsertion portion 210 is configured by a dis-
tal end portion 211, a bending portion 212 configured to
be bendable in, for example, a vertical direction and a
lateral direction, and a flexible tube portion 213 which is
long and has flexibility being connectively provided in se-
quence from a distal end side in the insertion direction S.
[0110] Various tubes are mountable to the endoscope
200, but the auxiliary water feeding tube 207 will be de-
scribed here, and the description of application to other
tubes will be omitted.

[0111] One end of the auxiliary water feeding tube 207
is connected to the auxiliary water feeding pipe sleeve
205f, and the other end is connected to the water feeding
tank (not illustrated). The auxiliary water feeding tube
207 is provided with mounting clips 201 at a plurality of
spots at midpoints.

[0112] Fig. 26 is a partial cross-sectional view of the
mounting clip 201 taken along the XXVI-XXVI line of Fig.
25. The mounting clip 201 is made of aresin, and includes
a ring portion 222 and an arm portion 223. In a hole por-
tion 222a in a center of the ring portion 222, a tube such
as the auxiliary water feeding tube 207 is inserted. There-
fore, an opening diameter of the hole portion 222a has
such a size that various tubes can be inserted there-
through.

[0113] The arm portion 223 includes two arms 223a
and 223b, and the respective arms extend from the ring
portion 222. The two arms 223a and 223b respectively
include first portions 223a1 and 223b1 which extend from
the ring portion 222, and second portions 223a2 and
223b2 which extend from distal end sides of the first por-
tions, and connection portions of the first portions and
the second portions are bent.

[0114] AsshowninFig. 26, the first portions 223a1 and
223b1 extend straightly, namely, substantially rectiline-
arly, the second portions 223a2 and 223b2 also have
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portions which are extended straightly, and an inner side
portion sandwiched by the two arms 223a and 223b con-
figures a grasping portion. The arm portion 223 is formed
so that the grasping portion forms a substantially rhombic
shape shown by the dotted line. Accordingly, the two
arms 223a and 223b are long as compared to the case
in which the grasping portion is formed to be circular.
[0115] Grooves 224 are formed on outer sides of the
two arms 223a and 223b.

[0116] Furthermore, open leg portions 223a3 and
223b3 are provided at distal end sides of the two arms
223a and 223b so that a cord or the like easily enters the
grasping portion.

[0117] Fig. 27 is a sectional view showing a state in
which the mounting clip 201 is mounted to the universal
cord 204.

[0118] When the universal cord 204 is pressed against
the grasping portion to be fitted therein in a state in which
the auxiliary water feeding tube 207 is inserted through
the hole portion 222a of the ring portion 222, the universal
cord 204 is grasped by the arm portion 223 in such a
manner as to be fitted in the grasping portion while a
space between the distal end portions of the two arms
223a and 223b is opening.

[0119] At this time, the amount of the force which is
required when the universal cord 204 is fitted to the arm
portion 223 can be small because the grasping portion
is rhombic and the arm portions 223, in particular, the
first portions 223a1 and 223b1 are formed to be relatively
long.

[0120] Furthermore, when the universal cord 204 is
grasped by the grasping portion of the arm portion 223,
contact of the universal cord 204 with a circular sectional
shape and the two arms 223a and 223b is linear contact
(or point contact) as shown in Fig. 27, and therefore, the
amount of the force at the time of removal of the mounting
clip 201 from the universal cord 204 can be small. In Fig.
27, the portions shown by the circles of the dotted lines
represent the portions where the universal cord 204 and
the respective arms linearly contact.

[0121] The connection portions of the first portions and
the second portions of the arm portion 223 are bent so
that the contact portions of the two arms 223a and 223b
are linear contact to all kinds of the universal cords 204
to be fitted, whereby the removing force amount of the
mounting clip from all the cords to which the mounting
clip 201 is mounted can be made small.

[0122] According to the mounting clip 201 as above,
mounting and dismounting of the mounting clip 201 to
and from the universal cord 204 are enabled with a small
force amount. Further, the mounting clip 201 can be
mounted to various cords with different diameters.
[0123] Note that in the example described above, the
example of mounting the mounting clip mounted to the
auxiliary water feeding tube 207 to the universal cord 204
is described, but the mounting clip can be similarly ap-
plied to other tubes or other mount target cords.

[0124] In order not to bring the universal cord 204 and
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the mounting clip 201 into close contact with each other,
a surface state of the inner side portion of the arm portion
223 of the mounting clip 201 may be intentionally made
coarse, or may be made to have small irregularities.
Thereby, a frictional force between the universal cord
204 and the mounting clip 201 can be reduced, and the
universal cord 204 can be prevented from being dam-
aged.

[0125] Fig. 28 is a view of the mounting clip 201 pro-
vided with extension portions at the arm portion distal
ends. As shown in Fig. 28, the open leg portions 223a3
and 223b3 at the arm portion 223 distal end of the mount-
ing clip 201 may be extended, and outwardly splaying
extension portions 223a4 and 223b4 may be provided.
By adoption of such a shape, when the mounting clip 201
is mounted to the universal cord 204, the arm portion 223
is gradually forced to be opened by the outwardly splay-
ing extension portions 223a4 and 223b4, whereby the
amount of the force required when the mounting clip 201
is fitted to the universal cord 204 can be made smaller.
[0126] According to the respective embodiments and
the respective modifications thereof described above,
stress concentration to the connection portion of the
transducer unit and the cable unit, that is, stress concen-
tration to the cable end is relieved, buckling of the cable
end is prevented, and breakage of the signal line of the
cable can be prevented, at the time of assembly of the
ultrasound endoscope.

Claims
1. Anultrasound endoscope, comprising:

an ultrasound transmitting and receiving portion
(2) that has a top surface, a bottom surface and
a side surface that connects the top surface and
the bottom surface, and performs transmission
and reception of ultrasound on the top surface
side;

a cable (4a) that is for transmitting and receiving
an electrical signal to and from the ultrasound
transmitting and receiving portion and is con-
nected to the side surface;

a conductive shield case (5) that has a lead-out
port (17) for leading out the cable (4a), and a
flexible extension portion (18) extended from at
least the top surface side of the lead-out port,
and covers the side surface and the bottom sur-
face; and

a housing (3) that holds the ultrasound nsmitting
and receiving portion (2) via the shield case (5),
and has a cable insertion path (21) in which the
cable (4a) and the extension portion (18) are
inserted.

2. The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the extension portion is disposed on the top
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10.

surface side of the lead-out port and has a plate
shape or a curved surface shape.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the extension portion is configured by a cy-
lindrical spring.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the cable insertion path is provided with a
recessed portion formed by a part of an inner surface
of the cable insertion path being recessed,

the extension portion is provided with a projected
portion which is a part of the extension portion being
projected to the top surface side, and

when the ultrasound transmitting and receiving por-
tion is housed in the housing via the shield case, the
recessed portion and the projected portion are fitted
to each other.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the cable insertion path is provided with a
projected portion which is a part of an inner surface
of the cable insertion path being projected to the in-
ner surface side,

the extension portion is provided with a recessed
portion formed by a part of the extension portion be-
ing recessed, and

when the ultrasound transmitting and receiving por-
tion is housed in the housing via the shield case, the
projected portion and the recessed portion are fitted
to each other.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the extension portion is provided with a pro-
truded portion formed along an extending direction
of the extension portion, and

the housing is provided with a depressed portion in
which the protruded portion is fitted.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the cable insertion path of the housing is
provided with a step portion on which the extension
portion abuts.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the cable insertion path of the housing is
provided with a groove in which the extension portion
enters.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein a taper portion is formed at an opening por-
tion of the cable insertion path of the housing.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein a side surface portion of a distal end side of
the housing is provided with a through hole or a cut-
out.
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The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the extension portion has elasticity.

The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 3,
wherein the cylindrical spring is a coil spring.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Ultraschallendoskop aufweisend:

ein Ultraschallsende und -empfangsteil (2) mit
einer oberen Flache, einer unteren Flache und
einer seitlichen Flache, welche die obere Flache
mit der unteren Flache verbindet, und welches
Senden und Empfangen von Ultraschall an der
oberen Flachenseite ausfiihrt;

ein Kabel (4a) zum Senden und Empfangen ei-
nes elektrischen Signals zu und von dem Ultra-
schallsende und -empfangsteil, und welches mit
der seitlichen Flache verbunden ist;

ein leitendes Abschirmungsgehduse (5), dass
einen Auslassanschluss (17) zum Herausfih-
ren des Kabels (4a) und ein flexibles Verlange-
rungsteil (18), welches sich zumindest von der
oberen Flachenseite des Auslassanschlusses
erstreckt, aufweist, und die seitliche Flache und
die untere Flache abdeckt; und

ein Gehause (3), das das Ultraschallsende und
-empfangsteil (2) Uber das Abschirmungsge-
hause (5) halt, und einen Kabeleinfligungspfad
(21) aufweist, in den das Kabel (4a) und das
Verlangerungsteil (18) eingefiigt sind.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem das Verlangerungsteil auf der oberen Fla-
chenseite des Auslassanschlusses angeordnet ist,
und eine Plattenform oder eine gekrimmte Oberfla-
chenform aufweist.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,
bei dem das Verléangerungsteil durch eine zylindri-
sche Feder gebildet ist.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem an dem Kabeleinfiigungspfad ein ausge-
spartes Teil bereitgestellt ist, welches dadurch ge-
bildet ist, dass ein Teil einer inneren Flache des Ka-
beleinfligungspfads ausgespart wurde,

an dem Verldngerungsteil ein hervorstehendes Tell
bereitgestellt ist, das ein Teil des zu der oberen Fla-
chenseite hervorstehenden Verldngerungsteils ist,
und

wenn das Ultraschallsende und -empfangsteil Gber
das Abschirmungsgehduse in dem Gehause unter-
gebracht ist, das ausgesparte Teil und das hervor-
stehende Teil ineinander passen.
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Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem an dem Kabeleinfiihrungspfad ein hervor-
stehendes Teil bereitgestellt ist, das ein Teil einer
inneren Flache des zu der inneren Flachenseite her-
vorstehenden Kabeleinfliihrungspfads ist,

an dem hervorstehenden Teil ein ausgespartes Teil
bereitgestellt ist, welches durch einen Teil des aus-
gesparten hervorstehenden Teils gebildet ist, und
wenn das Ultraschallsende und -empfangsteil tber
das Abschirmungsgehéause in dem Gehause unter-
gebrachtist, dass erstreckte Teilund das ausgespar-
te Teil ineinander passen.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

beidem andem Verlangerungsteil ein hervorstehen-
des Teil bereitgestellt ist, das entlang einer Erstre-
ckungsrichtung des Verlangerungsteils gebildet ist,
und

an dem Gehause ein herabgesetztes Teil bereitge-
stellt ist, in welches das hervorstehende Teil einge-
passt ist.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem an dem Kabeleinfiihrungspfad des Gehau-
ses ein Stufenteil bereitgestellt ist, an das das Ver-
Iangerungsteil angrenzt.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem an dem Kabeleinfligungspfad des Gehéu-
ses ein Einschnitt bereitgestellt ist, in den das Ver-
Iangerungsteil eintritt.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem ein kegelférmiges Teil an einem gedffneten
Teil des Kabeleinfihrungspfad des Gehauses gebil-
det ist.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,

bei dem an einem Seitenflachenteil einer distalen
Endseite des Gehauses ein Durchgangsloch oder
ein Ausschnitt bereitgestellt ist.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 1,
bei dem das Verlangerungsteil Elastizitat aufweist.

Ultraschallendoskop nach Anspruch 3,
bei dem die zylindrische Feder eine Spiralfeder ist.

Revendications

1.

Endoscope a ultrasons, comprenant :

une partie (2) de transmission et de réception
d’ultrasons qui comporte une surface supérieu-
re, une surface de fond et une surface latérale
qui connecte la surface supérieure et la surface
de fond, et réalise une transmission et une ré-
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ception d’ultrasons sur le cbété de surface
supérieure ;

un cable (4a) qui est destiné a transmettre et a
recevoir un signal électrique vers et depuis la
partie de transmission et de réception d'ultra-
sons et est connecté a la surface latérale ;

un boitier (5) de protection conducteur qui com-
porte un orifice (17) de sortie destiné a faire sortir
le céble (4a), et une partie (18) d’extension flexi-
ble s’étendant depuis au moins le c6té de sur-
face supérieure de l'orifice de sortie, et couvre
la surface latérale et la surface de fond ; et

un logement (3) qui maintient la partie (2) de
transmission et de réception d’'ultrasons via le
boitier (5) de protection, et comporte un trajet
(21) d’insertion de cable dans lequel le cable
(4a) et la partie (18) d’extension sont insérés.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la partie d’extension est disposée sur le
cbté de surface supérieure de l'orifice de sortie et
présente une forme plane ou une forme de surface
incurvée.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la partie d’extension est configurée par
un ressort cylindrique.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le trajet d’insertion de céble est muni
d’une partie évidée formée par une partie d’une sur-
face interne du trajet d’insertion de cable étant évidé,
la partie d’extension est munie d’une partie de saillie
qui est une partie de la partie d’extension faisant
saillie vers le c6té de surface supérieure, et
lorsque la partie de transmission et de réception d’ul-
trasons est logée dans le logement via le boitier de
protection, la partie évidée et la partie de saillie
s’ajustent 'une l'autre.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le trajet d’insertion de céble est muni
d’une partie de saillie qui est une partie d’'une surface
interne du trajet d’insertion de cable faisant saillie
vers le coté de surface interne,

la partie d’extension est munie d’'une partie évidée
formée par une partie de la partie d’extension étant
évidée, et

lorsque la partie de transmission et de réception d’ul-
trasons est logée dans le logement via le boitier de
protection, la partie de saillie et la partie évidée
s’ajustent 'une l'autre.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la partie d’extension est munie d’'une
partie de saillie formée le long d’'une direction d’ex-
tension de la partie d’extension, et

le logement est muni d’'une partie enfoncée dans la-
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quelle la partie de saillie est ajustée.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le trajet d’insertion de cable du logement
est muni d’'une partie étagée sur laquelle la partie
d’extension vient en butée.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le trajet d’insertion de cable du logement
est muni d’'une rainure dans laquelle entre la partie
d’extension.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel une partie conique est formée au niveau
d’une partie d’'ouverture du trajet d’insertion de cable
du logement.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel une partie de surface latérale d'un coté
d’extréemité distale du logement est munie d’un trou
traversant ou d’'une découpe.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la partie d’extension possede de I'élas-
ticité.

Endoscope a ultrasons selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel le ressort cylindrique est un ressort hé-
licoidal.



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.1

FIG.2

a1’

14



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.4

15



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.5

16



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.7

2A

Sa 2B~y .

3bT | X | =

3b Zé’a

17



EP 2 641 542 B1

18



EP 2 641 542 B1

19



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.13

31
2A 188/
)X [18Ba 21

2B

3b1

3b 2% 3b2

FIG.14

2A 18 32
28 ) N\ ) 21

3b1- IN ﬂ

20



EP 2 641 542 B1

21



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.17

18Ca
2A 18G33 \ 33a

28

21

3p 1

. g, N
3b 22a 3b2

FIG.18

22



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.19

2A

3? 21

3b1—~

22— 03

3b 2%a

FIG.20

41
2A

3b1~

3b 22a 3b2

23



EP 2 641 542 B1

201

TAIE

24



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.22

106

107

25



EP 2 641 542 B1

1SSl

penn bt 2 ARSI N]

44444

GLL7

gLl Ll

€Z Ol

26



EP 2 641 542 B1

P22 |~

AT d]

0zt 2!

ot . e e s b & i, 3 St 5 i’ 5

¥Z'Old

27



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.25

28



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.26

223b3. K g

29



EP 2 641 542 B1

FIG.28

30



EP 2 641 542 B1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

* JP 2009240755 A [0005]

31



THMBW(EF)

[ i (S RIR) A ()
e (S IR) A (%)

HAT R E (TR AGE)

FRI& B A

RHA

IPCH &

CPCH %S

S EREEEE

BEX)

BERNRREAHRERET2 , REFLET2EANKRE , EREMERE
MEEMEREONRE , FEETRRENHRITES R ZEMEK
RTRENBLEIaNRERET2BRBESHERINRE , SBRK
FEEAMATEI B 4afy5I w017 , AREDEMOTEEFRE D
185 Him 17 TRREMN , HABEMREMERE , ARBIFH5
RIFMBERR L U200 R4A3 |, HEERBLMARE21 , BL4aTEBLH

BERNER

EP2641542B1 AFF(AE)A
EP2012829864 BiE A
BMBHET R4t

BRMBHES RERGERLA.

BMBHET RERGBRAT.

OHGISHI KOZUE
IRIE KEI

OHGISHI KOZUE
IRIE, KEI

A61B8/12 A61B1/00 A61B8/00 A61B1/05 A61B1/12

patsnap

2014-06-11

2012-04-19

A61B8/445 A61B1/0008 A61B1/00094 A61B1/00096 A61B1/0011 A61B1/00114 A61B1/00117 A61B1
/00119 A61B1/00177 A61B1/005 A61B1/05 A61B1/07 A61B1/12 A61B8/12 A61B8/4483 A61B8/4494

2011197506 2011-09-09 JP

EP2641542A4
EP2641542B9
EP2641542A1

Espacenet

ABRZE217 H Bim AEHRER D18,

FI1G.2



https://share-analytics.zhihuiya.com/view/fadaecfb-06e7-4c49-84f9-4e7ea1408622
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/047831839/publication/EP2641542B1?q=EP2641542B1

