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(54) Apparatus for obtaining ultrasonic image and method of obtaining ultrasonic image

(57) A transmitting/receiving circuit drives an ultra-
sonic probe in accordance with a trigger signal based on
an electrocardiographic waveform under the control of a
control device so as to scan a plurality of regions, and
obtains scan data for each region. During the scanning,
the transmitting/receiving circuit causes the ultrasonic
probe to scan the respective regions so that scan data
in which time phases of the electrocardiographic wave-
form substantially coincide are obtained in the vicinities

of the boundary between at least two adjacent regions
among the plurality of regions. That is, in adjacent re-
gions, the transmitting/receiving circuit causes the ultra-
sonic probe to scan the respective regions in the main
or sub-scanning directions set to be reverse to each oth-
er. Further, an image processor generates ultrasonic im-
age data of the range in which the plurality of regions are
joined, on the basis of the scan data obtained by starting
scanning at the same time phase.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for obtaining an ultrasonic image, which three-dimen-
sionally transmits an ultrasonic wave into a subject and
receives the reflected wave from the subject, thereby ob-
taining diagnosis information within the subject, and more
particularly, to an apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image, which performs scanning by using an electrocar-
diographic signal (ECG signal).

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Recently, a so-called two-dimensional ultra-
sonic probe is being developed, in which ultrasonic trans-
ducers are two-dimensionally arranged so as to three-
dimensionally transmit and receive an ultrasonic beam
into and from a subject.
[0003] As shown in Fig. 1, an apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image, provided with the two-dimensional
ultrasonic probe, can transmit and receive an ultrasonic
beam three-dimensionally. Therefore, the apparatus can
scan the entire region of a region of interest (ROI) for a
short time in comparison with an apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image, which is provided with a one-dimen-
sional ultrasonic probe having ultrasonic transducers ar-
ranged one-dimesionally. Particularly, the availability
thereof is noticeable in circulatory organs in which a
heartbeat is present.
[0004] The volume data obtained by three-dimension-
ally scanning is subjected to image processing, such as
volume rendering (hereinafter, referred to as ’VR
processing’) or MPR (Multiplannar Reconstruction)
processing. Then, three-dimensional image data or im-
age data in an arbitrary cross-section is generated.
[0005] However, when scanning is performed by the
two-dimensional ultrasonic probe, an amount of data
generated per unit of time rapidly increases, compared
with when scanning is performed by the one-dimensional
ultrasonic probe. For example, when scanning a wide
range of 60° x 60°, the two-dimensional ultrasonic probe
needs to be provided with a beam former, of which the
parallel simultaneous reception number of ultrasonic
beam (reception beam) is about 16. Accordingly, such a
hardware is needed, that can process data generated by
the parallel simultaneous reception number of about 16.
Such enlargement of hardware significantly increases a
cost of the apparatus for obtaining ah ultrasonic image,
which becomes a large obstacle to spreading the appa-
ratus.
[0006] In the conventional apparatus for obtaining an
ultrasonic image, a hardware of which the parallel simul-
taneous reception number of ultrasonic beam (reception
beam) is about four is adopted to improve the ratio of

cost to effect. Therefore, in order to obtain an image hav-
ing a quality available for diagnosis without damaging a
real-time property, a scanning range S shown in Fig. 1
needs to be narrowed into a scanning range S shown in
Fig. 2, when the scanning is performed by using the ap-
paratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image.
[0007] As a method of overcoming a constraint of
transmission and reception caused by the scale of hard-
ware, a method has been proposed, in which the entire
scanning range S is divided into a plurality of regions to
perform scanning (refer to US Patent No. 6,544,175).
Hereinafter, the method will be described with reference
to Figs. 3A and 3B.
[0008] As shown in Fig. 3A, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the related art divides
the entire scanning range S into a plurality of regions. In
the example shown in Fig. 3A, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic according to the related art divides the entire
scanning range S into four regions A to D. Hereinafter,
the respective divided regions A to D are referred to as
sub-volumes. In the example shown in Fig. 3A, four sub-
volumes are respectively set to sub-volumes A to D. The
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the related art divides the entire scanning range S, so
that the sub-volumes A to D are lined up in order of A to
D. Further, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic im-
age, of which the parallel simultaneous reception number
of ultrasonic beam (reception beam) is small, scans an
ultrasonic beam by the sub-volume, as shown in Fig. 3B.
[0009] The scanning of the respective sub-volumes,
performed by the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the related art, will be described with
reference to Figs. 4A to 4D. Fig. 4A is a schematic view
showing a scanning range of the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the related art. Figs. 4B
to 4D are schematic views illustrating the scanning range
and scanning direction of the apparatus for obtaining an
ultrasonic image according to the related art, and are
diagrams (top views) seen from the ultrasonic probe.
[0010] As shown in Figs. 4A and 48, the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the related
art scans an ultrasonic beam in a main scanning direction
x and scans an ultrasonic beam in a sub-scanning direc-
tion Y orthogonal to the main scanning direction X, there-
by scanning the entire range of the sub-volume A. Fur-
ther, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to the related art scans the sub-volume A several
times during one heartbeat and scans the sub-volume B
at the next heartbeat. Similarly, the apparatus for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image scans the sub-volumes C and D.
[0011] Figs. 4C and 4D show the sub-scanning direc-
tion in the sub-volumes A and B. As shown in Fig. 4C,
the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to the related art scans an ultrasonic beam in the sub-
scanning direction Y (from the left side to the right side
in the drawing), thereby scanning the sub-volume A. In
the sub-volume A, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the related art scans an ultra-
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sonic beam toward the boundary with the sub-volume B.
[0012] As shown in Fig. 4D, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the related art scans an
ultrasonic beam in the same sub-scanning direction Y
(from the left side to the right side in the drawing) as the
sub-volume A, thereby scanning the sub-volume B. In
the sub-volume B, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the related art starts scanning
from the boundary with the sub-volume A so as to scan
an ultrasonic beam toward the boundary with the sub-
volume C.
[0013] On the sub-volumes C and D, the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the related
art also scans an ultrasonic beam in the sub-scanning
direction Y (from the left side to the right side in the draw-
ing), thereby scanning the sub-volumes C and D. Further,
the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to the related art combines the scan data obtained
by scanning the respective sub-volumes so as to gener-
ate the scan data of the entire scanning range.
[0014] However, since the apparatus for obtaining an
ultrasonic image according to the related art scans an
ultrasonic beam in the same sub-scanning direction in
the respective sub-volumes, the following problem occur.
The problem will be described with reference to Fig. 5.
Fig. 5 is a schematic view illustrating the scanning range
and scanning direction of the apparatus for obtaining an
ultrasonic image according to the related art, and is a
diagram (top view) seen from the ultrasonic probe.
[0015] The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image
according to the related art combines scan data, obtained
at a different heartbeat and obtained at the same time
phase, so as to generate one volume data corresponding
to the entire scanning range.
[0016] For example, the apparatus for obtaining an ul-
trasonic image according to the related art scans the sub-
volumes A to D between time phases t0 and t1 so as to
obtain scan data A0 to Do. Then, the apparatus combines
the scan data A0 to D0 so as to generate the scan data
of the entire range of a region of interest between the
time phases t0 and t1.
[0017] Fig. 5 shows a portion of the scan data gener-
ated in such a manner. For a simple explanation, only
the scan data A0 and B0 are shown in Fig. 5. On both the
sub-volumes A and B, the apparatus scans an ultrasonic
beam in the same scanning directions (the main scanning
direction X and the sub-scanning direction Y), thereby
obtaining the scan data A0 and B0.
[0018] Here, attention is paid to the vicinity of the
boundary L between the sub-volumes A and B. In the
sub-volume A, one line of scan data obtained in a scan-
ning range (the vicinity of the boundary L with the sub-
volume B) of the right end thereof is data obtained be-
tween time phases (t1-δt) and t1. Meanwhile, in the sub-
volume B, one line of scan data obtained in a scanning
range (the vicinity of the boundary L with the sub-volume
A) of the left end thereof is data obtained between time
phases t0 and (t1 + δt). Here, δt means a time which is

required for scanning one line at the time of radiating an
ultrasonic beam in the main scanning direction X. Ac-
cordingly, in the vicinities of the boundary L between the
sub-volumes A and B, a difference of about ∆t is present
in the time phases where the scan data are obtained.
[0019] For example, when the sub-volume is scanned
20 times during one heartbeat and a time of one heartbeat
is set to one second, a scanning time ∆t required for per-
forming scanning one time becomes 0.05 second (∆t =
1/20). Therefore, in the vicinities of the boundary L be-
tween the sub-volumes A and B, the time phase differ-
ence of about 0.05 second occurs. That is, in the vicinities
of the boundary L between the sub-volumes A and B, the
scan data are obtained at different time phases (∆t =
0.05).
[0020] The time phase difference (about 0.05 second)
is such a value that cannot be ignored in a portion, such
as a valve or core wall of the heart, in which the motion
is severe. When the scanning according to the related
art is performed on a part, in which the motion is severe,
so as to generate a three-dimensional image or MPR
image based on the scan data obtained by the scanning,
a streaky artifact is generated in a position corresponding
to the boundary between the respective sub-volumes.
[0021] The artifact will be described with reference to
Figs. 6A and 6B. Fig. 6A is a schematic view showing a
scanning range of the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the related art. Fig. 6B is a
diagram showing an image obtained by the scanning per-
formed by the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic im-
age according to the related art.
[0022] As shown in Fig. 6A, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the related art divides
a scanning range into sub-volumes A to D, the scanning
range including a diagnosis portion 100 such as the heart.
Then, the apparatus scans the respective sub-volumes.
Further, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image
according to che related art combines the scan data ob-
tained at the same time phase so as to generate a three-
dimensional image or MPR image through the volume
rendering or MPR processing.
[0023] Fig. 6B shows an image obtained by performing
the rendering process on the obtained scan data, in a
state where an observation direction P shown in Fig. 6A
is set to a direction of line of sight. As described above,
the time phase difference occurs in the vicinities of the
boundary between the sub-volumes. Therefore, in an im-
age 101 of the diagnosis portion 100, a vertically-running
streaky artifact 102 is generated in a position correspond-
ing to the boundary between the sub-volumes.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0024] An object of the invention is to provide an ap-
paratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image, which scans
a plurality of regions in accordance with a trigger signal
based on an electrocardiographic waveform, capable of
reducing a difference in time phases when scan data are

3 4 



EP 1 745 745 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

obtained, and a method of obtaining an ultrasonic image.
[0025] According to an aspect of the invention, an ap-
paratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image includes an ul-
trasonic probe that scans an ultrasonic beam in a main
scanning direction and a sub-scanning direction, a scan
device that receives a trigger signal based on an elec-
trocardiographic waveform, drives the ultrasonic probe
in accordance with che trigger signal so as to scan a
plurality of regions, and obtains scan data for each region,
and an image generating device that combines the scan
data obtained for each region so as to generate ultrasonic
image data of the range in which the plurality of regions
are joined. The scan device causes the ultrasonic probe
to scan the respective regions, so that scan data in which
time phases of the electrocardiographic waveform sub-
stantially coincide are obtained in the vicinities of the
boundary between at least two adjacent regions among
the plurality of regions.
[0026] In the vicinities of the boundary between the
regions adjacent to each other, the scan data in which
the time phases of the electrocardiographic waveform
substantially coincide are obtained. Therefore, a differ-
ence in the time phases where the scan data are obtained
can be reduced in the vicinities of the boundary. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to suppress an artifact from being gen-
erated, the artifact being generated in a position corre-
sponding to the boundary between the respective regions
in the ultrasonic image.
[0027] According to another aspect of the invention,
an apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image includes
an ultrasonic probe that scans an ultrasonic beam in a
main scanning direction and a sub-scanning direction, a
scan device that receives a trigger signal based on an
electrocardiographic waveform, drives the ultrasonic
probe in accordance with the trigger signal so as to scan
a plurality of regions, and obtains scan data for each re-
gion, and an image generating device that combines the
scan data obtained for each region so as to generate
ultrasonic image data of the range in which the plurality
of regions are joined. In adj acent regions, the scan de-
vice causes the ultrasonic probe to scan the respective
regions with the main or sub-scanning directions set to
be reverse to each other, thereby obtaining scan data.
[0028] In adjacent regions, the ultrasonic probe scans
an ultrasonic beam, with the main or sub-scanning direc-
tions set to be reverse to each other. Therefore, the scan
data in which the time phases of the electrocardiographic
waveform substantially coincide are obtained in the vi-
cinities of the boundary between adjacent regions. Ac-
cordingly, a difference in the time phases where the scan
data are obtained can be reduced in the vicinities of the
boundary. As a result, it is possible to suppress anartifact
from being generated, the artifact being generated in a
position corresponding to the boundary between the re-
spective regions in the ultrasonic image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0029]

Fig. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a scanning
range of an apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic im-
age according to the related art;
Fig. 2 is a schematic view illustrating a scanning
range of the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the related art;
Figs. 3A and 3B are schematic views illustrating a
divided scanning range;
Fig. 4A is a schematic view showing a scanning
range of the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the related art;
Figs. 4B to 4D are schematic views illustrating the
scanning range and scanning direction of the appa-
ratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the related art, and are diagrams (top views) seen
from an ultrasonic probe;
Fig. 5 is a schematic view illustrating the scanning
range and scanning direction of the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the relat-
ed art, and is a diagram (top view) seen from the
ultrasonic probe;
Fig. 6A is a schematic view showing a scanning
range of the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the related art;
Fig. 6B is a diagram showing an image obtained by
the scanning performed by the apparatus for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image according to the related art;
Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing a schematic con-
struction of an apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to an embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 8 is a schematic view illustrating scan data ob-
tained at each time phase and a process of synthe-
sizing the scan data;
Figs. 9A to 9E are schematic views illustrating the
scanning range and scanning direction of the appa-
ratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the embodiment of the invention, and are diagrams
(top views) seen from an ultrasonic probe;
Fig. 10 is a schematic view illustrating the scanning
direction of the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the embodiment of the invention,
and is a diagram (top view) seen from the ultrasonic
probe;
Fig. 11 is a schematic view illustrating the sequence
where the scan data obtained by the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the em-
bodiment of the invention are read, and is a diagram
(top view) seen from the ultrasonic probe;
Figs. 12A and 12B are schematic views showing a
scanning range of an apparatus for obtaining anul-
trasonic image according to a first modification;
Figs. 12C and 12D are schematic views illustrating
the scanning range and scanning direction of the ul-
trasonic image according to the first modif ication,
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and are diagrams (top views) seen from the ultra-
sonic probe;
Figs. 13A and 13B are schematic views showing a
scanning range of an apparatus for obtaining anul-
trasonic image according to a second modification;
Figs. 13C and 13D are schematic views illustrating
the scanning range and scanning direction of the ap-
paratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according
to the second modification, and are diagrams (top
views) seen from the ultrasonic probe; and
Fig. 14 is a schematic view illustrating the scanning
range and scanning direction of the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the sec-
ond modification, and is a diagram (top view) seen
from the ultrasonic probe.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0030] An apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image
and a method of obtaining an ultrasonic image according
to an embodiment of the invention will be described. First,
the construction of the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the present embodiment will
be described with reference to Fig. 7. Fig. 7 is a block
diagram schematically showing the construction of the
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the embodiment of the invention.
[0031] An ultrasonic probe 2 is composed of a two-
dimensional ultrasonic probe having ultrasonic transduc-
ers arranged in a matrix shape. The ultrasonic probe 2
three-dimensionally transmits an ultrasonic wave and re-
ceives three-dimensional data, which have shapes radi-
ally broaden from the probe surface, as an echo signal.
[0032] The ultrasonic probe 2 used in the apparatus 1
for obtaining an ultrasonic image is not limited to the two-
dimensional ultrasonic probe, and may be a one-dimen-
sional ultrasonic probe. For example, in a state where a
one-dimensional ultrasonic probe having ultrasonic
transducers arranged in a scanning direction is connect-
ed to the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image,
three-dimensional data may be obtained by mechanically
rocking the ultrasonic transducers in the direction orthog-
onal to che scanning direction.
[0033] A transmitting/receiving circuit 3, which is com-
posed of a transmitting section and receiving section,
supplies an electrical signal to the ultrasonic probe 2 so
as to generate an ultrasonic wave, and receives the echo
signal received by the ultrasonic probe 2.
[0034] The transmitting section within the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3 includes a clock generating circuit, a
transmission delay circuit, and a pulsar circuit, which are
not shown. The clock generating circuit generates a clock
signal for determining the transmission timing and trans-
mission frequency of an ultrasonic wave signal. The
transmission delay circuit is a circuit for delaying an ul-
trasonic wave so as to adjust a transmission focus during
the transmission of an ultrasonic wave. The pulsar circuit,
in which several minutes of pulsar of individual channels

corresponding to the respective ultrasonic transducers
are built-in, generates a driving pulse at the delayed
transmission timing so as to supply the driving pulse to
the respective ultrasonic transducers of the ultrasonic
probe 2.
[0035] The transmitting section of the transmitting/re-
ceiving circuit 3 supplies an electrical signal to the ultra-
sonic probe 2 in accordance with the control signal output
from a control device 10 so as to generate an ultrasonic
beam, thereby scanning apredeterminedrange. The con-
trol signal includes information indicating a scanning
range, a main scanning direction, and a sub-scanning
direction of the ultrasonic probe 2. The transmitting sec-
tion drives the ultrasonic probe in accordance with the
information.
[0036] For example, the transmitting section of the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 receives a control signal
from the control device 10. The control signal includes
information on a division pattern, which is used to divide
a desired scanning range into a plurality of regions, and
the main and sub- scanning directions in the respective
divided regions. In accordance with the control signal,
the transmitting section divides a scanning range into a
plurality of ranges and causes the ultrasonic probe 2 to
scan the respective regions by changing the main and
sub-scanning directions for each region.
[0037] The receiving section of the transmitting/receiv-
ing circuit 3 includes a preamplifier circuit, an A/D con-
version circuit, and a reception delay/adder circuit, which
are not shown. The preamplifier circuit amplifies an echo
signal, which is output from each of the ultrasonic trans-
ducers of the ultrasonic probe 2, for each transmission
channel. The A/D conversion circuit A/D-converts the
amplified echo signal. The reception delay/adder circuit
imparts and adds a delay time, which is necessary for
determining the reception directivity with respect to the
A/D-converted echo signal. By adding a delay time, a
reflected component from the direction according to the
reception directivity is emphasized. Further, the signal
added by the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 is referred
to as ’RF data’.
[0038] The RF data output from the transmitting/re-
ceiving circuit 3 is output to a B-mode processing circuit
4 or a CFM processing circuit 5 in accordance with the
purpose.
[0039] The B-mode processing circuit 4 visualizes the
amplitude information of an echo signal, and generates
B-mode raster data from the echo signal. Specifically,
the B-mode processing circuit 4 performs band-pass filter
processing on the RF data. After that, the B-mode
processing circuit detects the envelope curve of the out-
put signal, and compresses the detected data through
logarithmic conversion. The data generated by the B-
mode processing circuit is referred to as B-mode raster
data.
[0040] The CFM processing circuit 5 visualizes infor-
mation on running blood flow and generates color raster
data. The blood flow information includes information
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such as rate, dispersion, power and the like, and is ob-
tained as binarized information. Specifically, the CFM
processing circuit 5 includes anMTI filter, an autocorre-
lator, and a flow rate/dispersion calculator. The CFM
processing circuit 5 performs high-pass filter processing
(MTI filter processing) for separating tissue signals and
blood flow signals so as to seek blood flow information
such as the transfer rate, dispersion, and power of blood
flow through the autocorrelation.
[0041] A memory device 6 is composed of memory,
and temporarily stores and holds the raster data gener-
ated by the B-mode processing circuit 4 and the CFM
processing circuit 5.
[0042] A digital scan converter (DSC) 7 converts the
raster data into data represented by orthogonal coordi-
nates, in order to obtain an image represented by orthog-
onal coordinates. The DSC 7 reads the signal-processed
raster data, represented by a signal array of scanning
lines, from the memory device 6 so as to convert the read
signal-processed raster data into coordinate data based
on spatial information (scan conversion processing). For
example, the DSC 7 generates two-dimensional cross-
sectional image data on the basis of the B mode raster
data, and outputs the image data to a display device 9.
[0043] An image processor 8 is composed of an ASIC,
FPGA, or CPU, which is built in the apparatus 1 for ob-
taining an ultrasonic image, or is composed of a work-
station which is provided outside the apparatus 1 for ob-
taining an ultrasonic image. When a two-dimensional
probe is connected to the apparatus 1 for obtaining an
ultrasonic image, the image processor 8 reads the raster
data from the memory device 6, generates three-dimen-
sional image data or MPR image data (arbitrary cross
-sectional image data) through rendering or MRP
processing, and outputs the image data to the display
device 9. The image processor 8 corresponds to ’an im-
age generating device’ of the invention.
[0044] The display device 9 is composed of a monitor
such as CRT or liquid crystal display and displays a cross-
sectional image, a three-dimensional image or blood flow
information on the monitor screen.
[0045] The control device 10 is connected to the re-
spective sections of the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ul-
trasonic image, and controls the respective sections of
the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image. The
control device 10 is composed of a CPU or the like and
executes a control program of the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image, which is stored in a memory such
as ROM (not shown), so as to control the respective sec-
tions. The memory such as ROM stores the control pro-
gram and various setting conditions of the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image.
[0046] In the present embodiment, an electrocardio-
graphic waveform (ECG signal) of a subject is obtained
by using an electrocardiograph. Further, the control de-
vice 10 receives an ECG trigger signal from the outside
of the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image, and
outputs a control signal to the transmitting/receiving cir-

cuit 3 in accordance with the ECG trigger signal. For ex-
ample, the control device 10 is provided with a signal
generator for generating an ECG trigger signal when an
R wave is detected by an electrocardiograph. The signal
generator outputs an ECG trigger signal to the control
device 10 when an R wave is detected by the electrocar-
diograph. When receiving the ECG trigger signal, the
control device 10 outputs a control signal to the transmit-
ting/receiving circuit 3. The transmitting/receiving circuit
3 drives the ultrasonic probe 2 in accordance with the
control signal so as to scan a predetermined range. As
such, the scanning begins in accordance with the ECG
trigger signal.
[0047] Further, an electrocardiographic waveform
(ECG signal) may be input to the control device 10, so
that the control device 10 detects anR wave. In this case,
the control device 10 outputs a control signal to the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3, when detecting an R wave.
The control signal, which is output to the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3 by the control device 10, includes a
scanning range of an ultrasonic beam and the main and
sub-scanning directions of the ultrasonic beam.
[0048] The memory (not shown) such as ROM, con-
nected to the control device 10, stores information on a
division pattern of the scanning range and the main and
sub-scanning directions in the respective divided re-
gions. The division pattern, the main scanning direction,
and sub-scanning direction are previously set informa-
tion, and the descriptions thereof will be made in detail
when the operation of the apparatus 1 for obtaining an
ultrasonic image is described.
[0049] When receiving information indicating a range
to be scanned (a desired scanning range), the control
device 10 divides the desired scanning range through a
predetermined method (a predetermined division pat-
tern): Further, the control device 10 determines the main
and sub-scanning directions for each of the divided re-
gions (sub-volumes). For example, the control device 10
reads the information, such as the division pattern and
the main and sub-scanning directions in each divided
region, from the memory so as to divide a desired scan-
ning range. Further, the control device 10 outputs the
control signal to the transmitting/receiving circuit 3. The
control signal includes the information indicating the di-
vision pattern and the main and sub-scanning directions
of each region. The transmitting/receiving circuit 3 caus-
es the ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the respective divided
regions in accordance with the control signal including
the division pattern.
[0050] The apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic im-
age is further provided with an operating section (not
shown) for inputting various settings which are related to
a transmission and reception condition of ultrasonic
wave. The operating section includes a pointing device,
such as a joy stick or a track ball, a switch, various but-
tons, a keyboard, a touch command screen (TCS) or the
like. The information input by the operating section is
transmitted to the control device 10, and the control de-
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vice 10 controls the respective sections of the apparatus
1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image in accordance with
the information.
[0051] The transmitting/receiving circuit 3 and the con-
trol device 10 correspond to ’a scan device’ of the inven-
tion.

(Operation)

[0052] The detailed operation of the apparatus 1 for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the present
embodiment will be described. The apparatus 1 for ob-
taining an ultrasonic image scans the entire scanning
range by the sub-volume, using an ECG trigger signal.
First, a scanning range of the apparatus 1 for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the present embodi-
ment, and the scanning timing thereof will be described
with reference to Figs. 3A, 3B, and 8. Fig. 8 is a schematic
view illustrating scan data obtained at each time phase
and a process of synthesizing the scan data.
[0053] As shown in Fig. 3A, the apparatus 1 for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image according to the present embod-
iment divides the entire scanning range S into four sub-
volumes A to D. As shown in Fig. 3B, the apparatus 1 for
obtaining an ultrasonic image scans an ultrasonic beam
by the sub-volume.
[0054] The apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic im-
age according to the present embodiment equally divides
the entire scanning range S into the sub-volumes A to D,
so that the sub-volumes line up in order of A to D. Ac-
cordingly, the sub-volume B is positioned next to the sub-
volume A, the sub-volume C is positioned next to the
sub-volume B, that is, opposite to the sub-volume A, and
the-sub-volume D is positioned next to the sub-volume
C, that is, opposite to the sub-volume B. The apparatus
1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
present embodiment performs scanning in order of the
sub-volumes A to D.
[0055] Next, the scanning start timing will be described
with reference to Fig. 8. In the present embodiment, an
electrocardiographic waveform (ECG signal) of a subject
is obtained by an electrocardiograph. Further, for exam-
ple, when an R wave is detected by the electrocardio-
graph, an ECG trigger signal is generated and output to
the control device 10. When the control device 10 re-
ceives the ECG trigger signal, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 drives the ultrasonic probe 2 so as to start scan-
ning.
[0056] When scanning is performed by using an ECG
trigger signal, if the control device 10 receives a first ECG
trigger signal I1, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scarts
scanning in accordance with the first ECG trigger signal
I1. Further, at a heartbeat corresponding to the first ECG
trigger signal I1, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 caus-
es the ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the sub-volume A. For
example, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the
same sub-volume four times during one heartbeat so as
to obtain scan data of which the time phases differ.

[0057] When the first ECG trigger signal I1 is output to
the control signal 10 so that the control device 10 receives
the first ECG trigger signal I1, the control device 10 out-
puts a control signal, such as delay pattern information
which is required for forming a beam, to the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3. The control signal includes information
such as adivisionpattern of scanning range, the regions
of sub-volumes, the main and sub-scanning directions
of an ultrasonic beam. Specifically, in order to scan the
sub-volume A at a heartbeat corresponding to the first
ECG trigger signal I1, the control device 10 outputs a
control signal to the transmitting/receiving circuit 3. The
control signal includes information indicating the region
of the sub-volume A. The transmitting/receiving circuit 3
receives the control signal, scans the sub-volume A in
accordance with the control signal so as to obtain scan
data in the sub-volume A.
[0058] Here, a scanning time, which is required for
scanning a sub-volume one time, is set to ∆t. A time phase
where the control device 10 receives the first ECG trigger
signal I1 is set to t0, and scan data obtained when the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 starts scanning at the time
phase t0 is set to scan data A0. Further, after the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 obtains the scan data A0, scan
data obtained when the transmitting/receiving circuit
scans at a time phase t1 is set to scan data A1. After the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 obtains the scan data A1,
scan data obtained when the transmitting/receiving cir-
cuit 3 starts scanning at a time phase t2 is set to scan
data A2. Further, after the transmitting/receiving circuit 3
obtains the scan data A2, scan data obtained when the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 starts scanning at a time
phase t3 is set to scan data A3.
[0059] In other words, between the time phases t0 and
t1 (∆t), the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image
obtains the scan data A0. Between the time phases t1 to
t2 (∆t), the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image
obtains the scan data A1. Between the time phases t2 to
t3 (∆t), the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image
obtains the scan data A2. Between the time phases t3 to
t4 (∆t), the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image
obtains the scan data A3. As such, the apparatus 1 for
obtaining an ultrasonic image obtains the scan data A0
to A3 during one heartbeat corresponding to the first ECG
trigger signal I1.
[0060] At a heartbeat corresponding to a second ECG
trigger signal I2, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans
the sub-volume B so as to obtain scan data B0 to B3 at
the respective time phases. At a heartbeat corresponding
to a third ECG trigger signal I3, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 scans the sub-volume C so as to obtain scan
data C0 to C3 at the respective time phases. Further, at
a heartbeat corresponding to a fourth ECG trigger signal
I4, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the sub-vol-
ume D so as to obtain scan data D0 to D3 at the respective
time phases.
[0061] The image processor 8 combines the scan data,
obtained at different heartbeats and obtained at the same
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time phase, so as to generate one volume data corre-
sponding to the entire scanning range. The image proc-
essor 8 generates ultrasonic image data such as three-
dimensional image data on the basis of the volume data.
[0062] For example, the image processor 8 combines
the scan data A0, scan data B0, scan data C0, and scan
data D0, obtained between the time phases t0 to t1, so
as to generate scan data (volume data) of the entire range
of a region of interest between the time phases to to t1.
The image processor 8 generates ultrasonic image data
such as three-dimensional image data on the basis of
the scan data (volume data). Accordingly, the three-di-
mensional data is generated between the time phases
t0 to t1.
[0063] Similarly, the image processor 8 combines scan
data A1, scan data B1, scan data C1, and scan data D1,
obtained between the time phases t1 to t2, so as to gen-
erate scan data (volume data) of the entire range of a
region of interest between the time phases t1 to t2. The
image processor 8 generates ultrasonic image data such
as three-dimensional image data on the basis of the scan
data (volume data). Accordingly, the three-dimensional
data is generated between the time phases t1 to t2.
[0064] Further, the image processor 8 combines scan
data A2, scan data B2, scan data C2, and scan data D2,
obtained between the time phases t2 to t3 so as to gen-
erate scan data (volume data) of the entire range of a
region of interest between the time phases t2 to t3. The
image processor 8 generates ultrasonic image data such
as three-dimensional image data on the basis of the scan
data (volume data). Accordingly, the three-dimensional
data is generated between the time phases t2 to t3.
[0065] Further, the image processor 8 combines scan
data A3, scan data B3, scan data C3, and scan data D3,
obtained between the time phases t3 to t4, so as to gen-
erate scan data (volume data) of the entire range of a
region of interest between the time phases t3 to t4. The
image processor 8 generates ultrasonic image data such
as three-dimensional image data on the basis of the scan
data (volume data). Accordingly, the three-dimensional
data is generated between the time phases t3 to t4.
[0066] Here, the sub-volume scanning performed by
the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to the embodiment will be described with reference
to Figs. 9A to 9E and 10. Figs. 9A to 9E are schematic
views illustrating the range and direction of scanning,
which is performed by the apparatus for obtaining an ul-
trasonic image according to the present embodiment of
the invention, and are diagrams (top views) seen from
the ultrasonic probe. Fig. 10 is a schematic view illustrat-
ing the direction of scanning, which is performed by the
apparatus for obtaining anultrasonic image according to
the embodiment of the invention and is a diagram (top
view) seen from the ultrasonic probe,
[0067] As shown in Figs. 9A to 9E, regions divided by
dividing lines a to c are respectively set to the sub-vol-
umes A to D. The apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the present embodiment performs

scanning in a state where the scanning directions (main
and sub-scanning directions), the scanning start posi-
tions, and the scanning end positions in adj acent sub-
volumes are axisymmetric with the dividing lines a to c
serving as symmetrical axes. As such, when scanning is
performed by changing the scanning direction, the scan-
ning start position, and the scanning endposition for each
sub-volume, the difference between time phases where
scan data are obtained can be reduced in the vicinities
of the boundary between adjacent sub-volumes. Here-
inafter, the scanning direction and the like in each of the
sub-volumes will be described in detail.
[0068] Fig. 9A shows a scanning direction when the
sub-volume A is scanned. As shown in Fig. 9A, the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 scans an ultrasonic beam in a
main scanning direction X. Further, in a state where the
direction orthogonal to the main scanning direction X is
set to a sub-scanning direction Y1, the transmitting/re-
ceiving circuit 3 performs scanning in the sub-scanning
direction Y1 (from the left side to the right side in the
drawing), thereby scanning the sub-volume A. That is, in
the sub-volume A, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 per-
forms scanning toward the boundary with the adjacent
sub-volume B. Further, the transmitting/receiving circuit
3 scans the sub-volume A several times (for example,
four times) during one heartbeat, thereby obtaining the
scan data A0 to A3.
[0069] Here, a representative example of the main
scanning direction X will be described. In the present
embodiment, for example, the transmitting/receiving cir-
cuit 3 scans an ultrasonic beam in a state where the main
scanning direction X is set to the same direction for each
slice, as shown in Fig. 9A. Further, as another scanning
method, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 may scan an
ultrasonic beam in a state where the main scanning di-
rection X is changed into the reverse direction for each
slice, as shown in Fig. 9E. As such, any direction may
be adopted as the main scanning direction X.
[0070] Hereinafter, as shown in Fig. 9A, it is assumed
that the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 performs scan-
ning in a state where the main scanning direction X of
each slice is set to the same direction.
[0071] After one heartbeat, the next ECG trigger signal
I2 is output to the control device 10. Then, the control
device 10 outputs a control signal to the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3 in accordance with the ECG trigger
signal I2. The control signal includes information indicat-
ing the region of the sub-volume B and the main and sub-
scanning directions. In accordance with the control sig-
nal, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 transmits and re-
ceives an ultrasonic beam through the ultrasonic probe
2 so as to scan the sub-volume B.
[0072] As shown in Fig. 9B, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 scans the sub-volume B at one heartbeat, in
accordance with the ECG trigger signal I2. When scan-
ning the sub-volume B, the transmitting/receiving circuit
3 performs scanning in the same direction as the main
scanning direction X of the sub-volume A, in terms of a
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main scanning direction. In terms of a sub-scanning di-
rection, however, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 per-
forms scanning in a different direction from the sub-scan-
ning direction of the sub-volume A.
[0073] When scanning the sub-volume B, the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the entire sub-volume B
by scanning an ultrasonic beam in a sub-scanning direc-
tion Y2 (from the left side to the right side in the drawing)
which is reverse to the sub-scanning direction Y1 in the
sub-volume A. That is, in the sub-volume B, the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 starts scanning from the bound-
ary with the adjacent sub-volume C so as to perform
scanning toward the boundary with the adjacent sub-vol-
ume A. Further, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans
the sub-volume B four times during one heartbeat, there-
by obtaining the scan data B0 to B3. As such, the control
device 10 outputs a control signal including information
indicating the sub-scanning direction Y2 to the transmit-
ting/receiving circuit 3, so that the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 performs scanning with the sub-scanning direc-
tion being set to be reverse.
[0074] As described above, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 causes the ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the sub-
volume B under the control of the control device 10, ina
state where the scanning direction, the scanning start
position, and the scanning end position in the sub-volume
B adjacent to the sub-volume A are axisymmetric with
the scanning direction, the scanning start position, and
the scanning end position in the sub-volume A, with the
dividing line set to a symmetric axis.
[0075] After one heartbeat, the next ECG trigger signal
I3 is output to the control device 10. Then, the control
device 10 outputs a control signal to the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3 in accordance with the ECG trigger
signal I3. The control signal includes information indicat-
ing the region of the sub-volume C and the main and sub-
scanning directions. The transmitting/receiving circuit 3
transmits and receives an ultrasonic beam through the
ultrasonic probe 2 in accordance with the control signal
so as to scan the sub-volume C.
[0076] As shown in Fig. 9C, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 scans the sub-volume C at one heartbeat in ac-
cordance with the ECG trigger signal I3. When scanning
the sub-volume C, the cransmitting/receiving circuit 3
performs scanning in the same direction as the main
scanning direction X of the sub-volume B, in terms of a
main scanning direction. In terms of a sub-scanning di-
rection, however, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 per-
forms scanning in a different direction from the sub-scan-
ning direction of the sub-volume B.
[0077] When scanning the sub-volume C, the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the entire sub-volume C
in a sub-scanning direction Y3 (from the left side to the
right side in the drawing) which is reverse to the sub-
scanning direction Y2 in the sub-volume B. That is, in the
sub-volume C, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 starts
scanning from the boundary with the adjacent sub-vol-
ume B so as to perform scanning toward the boundary

with the adjacent sub-volume C. The sub-scanning di-
rection Y3 is the same direction as the sub-scanning di-
rection Y1 in the sub-volume A. Further, the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3 scans the sub-volume C four times
during one heartbeat, thereby obtaining the scan data
C0 to C3. As such, the control device 10 outputs a control
signal including information indicating the sub-scanning
direction Y3 to the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 so that
the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 performs scanning in
a state where the sub-scanning direction is set to be re-
verse.
[0078] As described above, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 causes the ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the sub-
volume C under the control of the control device 10, in a
state where the scanning direction, the scanning start
position, and the scanning end position in the sub-volume
C adjacent to the sub-volume B are axisymmetric with
the scanning direction, the scanning start position, and
the scanning end position in the sub-volume B, with the
dividing line serving as a symmetric axis.
[0079] After one heartbeat, the next ECG trigger signal
I4 is output to the control device 10. Then, the control
device 10 outputs a control signal to the transmitting/
receiving circuit 3 in accordance with the ECG trigger
signal I4. The control signal includes information indicat-
ing the region of the sub-volume D and the main and sub-
scanning directions. The transmitting/receiving circuit 3
transmits and receives an ultrasonic beam through the
ultrasonic probe 2 in accordance with the control signal
so as to scan the sub-volume D.
[0080] As shown in Fig. 9D, the cransmitting/receiving
circuit 3 scans the sub-volume D during one heartbeat
in accordance with the ECG trigger signal I4. When scan-
ning the sub-volume D, the transmitting/receiving circuit
3 performs scanning in the same direction as the main
scanning direction X of the sub-volume C, in terms of a
main scanning direction. In terms of a sub-scanning di-
rection, however, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 per-
forms scanning in a different direction from the sub-scan-
ning direction of the sub-volume C.
[0081] When scanning the sub-volume D, the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the entire sub-volume D
by radiating an ultrasonic beam in a sub-scanning direc-
tion Y4 (from the right side to the left side in the drawing)
which is reverse to the sub-scanning direction Y3 in the
sub-volume C. That is, in the sub-volume D, the trans-
mitting/receiving circuit 3 performs scanning coward the
boundary with the adj acent sub-volume C. The sub-
scanning direction Y1 is the same direction as the sub-
scanning direction Y2 in the sub-volume B. Further, the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the sub-volume D
four times during one heartbeat, thereby obtaining the
scan data D0 to D3. As such, the control device 10 outputs
a control signal including information indicating the sub-
scanning direction Y4 to the transmitting/receiving circuit
3 so that the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 performs
scanning with the sub-scanning direction being set to be
reverse.
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[0082] As described above, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 causes the ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the sub-
volume D under the control of the control device 10, in a
state where the scanning direction, the scanning start
position, and the scanning end position in the sub-volume
D adjacent to the sub-volume C are axisymmetric with
the scanning direction, the scanning start position, and
the scanning end position in the sub-volume C, with the
dividing line c set to a symmetric axis.
[0083] As described above, in the sub-volumes adja-
cent to each other, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 per-
forms scanning in the sub-scanning directions set to be
reverse to each other. In other words, the control device
10 changes the sub-scanning direction into the reverse
direction so as to set to a new sub-scanning direction,
whenever an ECG trigger signal is received. Then, the
control device 10 outputs a control signal to the transmit-
ting/receiving circuit 3. The control signal includes infor-
mation indicating the new sub-scanning direction. As the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the sub volume in
accordance with the control signal, scanning in the ad-
jacent sub-volumes is performed in the sub-scanning di-
rections set to be reverse to each other.
[0084] As described above, the image processor 8
serving as an image generating device combines the
scan data obtained at different heartbeats, that is, the
scan data obtained at the same time phase so as to gen-
erate one volume data corresponding to the entire scan-
ning range.
[0085] For example, the image processor 8 combines
the scan data A0 to Do obtained between the time phases
t0 and t1 so as to generate the scan data (volume data)
of the entire range of a region of interest between the
time phases t0 and t1, as shown in Fig. 8. Similarly, the
image processor 8 combines the scan data obtained in
other time phases so as to generate the scan data (vol-
ume data) of the entire range of a region of interest. Fur-
ther, the image processor 8 generates ultrasonic image
data such as three-dimensional image data on the basis
of the scan data (volume data).
[0086] Fig. 10 shows a portion of the scan data gen-
erated in such a manner. For a simple description, only
the scan data A0 and B0 are shown in Fig. 10. In terms
of a main scanning direction, the transmitting/receiving
circuit 3 scans the sub volumes A and B along the same
main scanning direction X. In a sub-scanning direction,
however, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 scans the
sub-volume A along the sub-scanning direction Y1 and
scans the sub-volume B along the sub-scanning direction
Y2 which is reverse to the sub-scanning direction Y1.
[0087] Here, attention is paid to the vicinities of the
boundary L between the sub-volumes A and B. One line
of scan data obtained in a scanning range (the vicinity of
the boundary L with the sub-volume B) of the right end
of the sub-volume A is data obtained between time phas-
es (t1 - δt) to t1. Meanwhile, one line of scan data obtained
in a scanning range (the vicinity of the boundary L with
the sub-volume A) of the left end of the sub-volume B is

also data obtained between time phases (t1 - δt) to t1.
Here, δt means a time required for scanning one line,
when an ultrasonic wave is scanned in the main scanning
direction X. Accordingly, in the vicinities of the boundary
L between the sub-volumes A and B, the time phase
where the scan data A0 is obtained coincides with the
time phase where the scan data B0 is obtained. Further,
since the main scanning directions X are the same as
each other, the time phases coincide with each other in
the vicinities of the boundary L. Moreover, when scanning
is performed in the vicinities of the boundary L in a state
where the main scanning directions are set to be reverse
to each other, a time phase difference as much as δt
occurs between the time phase where the scan data A0
is obtained and the time phase where the scan data B0
is obtained.
[0088] Even in the sub-volumes B and C and in the
sub-volume C and D, scanning is performed in a state
where the sub-scanning directions are set to be reverse
to each other. Therefore, the difference between the time
phases where the scan data are obtained canbe reduced
in the vicinities of the boundary between the sub-vol-
umes.
[0089] Even on the scan data obtained between the
time phases t1 and t2, the scan data obtained between
the time phases t2 and t3, and the scan data obtained
between the time phases t3 and t4, scanning in the adja-
cent sub-volumes is performed in a state where the sub-
scanning directions set to be reverse to each other.
Therefore, the difference between the time phases where
the scan data are obtained can be reduced in the vicinities
of the boundary between the respective sub-volumes.
[0090] As described above, the apparatus 1 for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image according to the present embod-
iment performs scanning, in a state where the scanning
directions of the adjacent sub-volumes are axisymmetric
with each other, with the dividing line a, b, or c being set
to a symmetrical axis. Then, scanning is performed in a
state where the sub-scanning directions of the adjacent
sub volumes are set to be reverse to each other. As a
result, the difference between the time phases where the
scan data are obtained can be reduced in the vicinities
of the boundary between the sub-volumes. Accordingly,
a streaky artifact, which can occur in a three-dimensional
image or MPR image, can be suppressed from occurring.
[0091] In the respective sub-volumes, a time phase
difference ∆t (= t1 - t0) occurs between the scanning start
position (time phase t0) and the scanning end position
(time phase t1). However, this also occurs in the appa-
ratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
related art.
[0092] In the apparatus 1 for obtaining an ultrasonic
image according to the present embodiment, the differ-
ence between the time phases where the scan data are
obtained can be reduced in the vicinities of the boundary
between different sub-volumes, andanartifact, which can
occur in the vicinities of the boundary, can be suppressed
from occurring. Therefore, it is possible to obtain a more
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favorable image than in the related art.
[0093] The scan data in the respective sub-volumes
obtained in suchamannerare output from the transmit-
ting/receiving circuit 3 to the B-mode processing circuit
4 or the CFM processing circuit 5. Further, the B-mode
processing circuit 4 or the CFM processing circuit 5 gen-
erates B-mode rasterdata or color raster data. The raster
data is temporarily stored and held by the memory device
6.
[0094] The image processor 8 reads the raster data,
stored in the memory device 6, by the proper unit, and
sequentially generates ultrasonic image data such as
three-dimensional image data through image processing
such as rendering. Then, the image processor 8 outputs
the image data to the display device 9. Accordingly, an
ultrasonic image such as a three-dimensional image is
displayed on the monitor screen of the display device 9.
[0095] The sequence where the image processor 8
reads the raster data will be described with reference co
Fig. 11. Fig. 11 is a schematic view illustrating an order
in which the scan data obtained by the apparatus for ob-
taining an ultrasonic image according to the present em-
bodiment of the invention are read, and is a diagram (top
view) seen from the ultrasonic probe.
[0096] The image processor 8 reads data from the
memory device 6 in accordance with the sequence of
time phases where the scan data are obtained. As shown
in Fig. 11, data obtained in one line is set to one unit. For
the data of the sub-volume A, the image processor 8 first
reads data (data obtained on a line La1) obtained in the
earliest time phase, and second reads data (data ob-
tained on a line La2) obtained in the second earliest time
phase. Further, the image processor 8 also reads data,
obtained after the third earliest time phase, in order ac-
cording to the obtained time phases. Finally, the image
process 8 reads data (data obtained on a line Lan) ob-
tained in the n-th time phase. Accordingly, the image
processor 8 reads data in order of the data obtained on
the line La1, the data obtained on the line La2, ···, the data
obtained on the line Lan. That is, the image processor 8
sequentially reads the data obtained over the right end
from the left end (the boundary with the sub-volume B)
of the sub-volume A, the right end being the boundary
with the sub-volume B.
[0097] For the sub-volume B, the image processor 8
also reads data from the memory device 6 in accordance
with the sequence of time phases where the scan data
are obtained. That is, the image processor 8 sequentially
reads the data obtained over the left end from the right
end (the boundary with the sub-volume A) of the sub-
volume B, the left end being the boundary with the sub-
volume A. Accordingly, the image processor 8 reads data
in order of the data obtained on the line Lb1, the data
obtained on the line Lb2, ···, the data obtained on the line
Lbn.
[0098] In the sub-volumes A and B, the image proces-
sor 8 sequentially reads data from the memory device 6
in the same direction as the sub-scanning direction there-

of. Further, even in the sub-volumes C and D, the image
processor 8 sequentially reads data from the memory
device 6 in the same direction as the sub-scanning di-
rection thereof. The image processor 8 generates ultra-
sonic image data such as three-dimensional data on the
basis of the read data.
[0099] The above-described method of reading data
may be used as it is. In the sub-volumes A and B, how-
ever, the processing load of the image processor 8 could
increase, because the directions of reading data are op-
posite to each other and data needs to be rearranged
when the image processor 8 generates three-dimension-
al data. Correspondingly, if data is read in order of coor-
dinates, it is possible to reduce the processing load of
the image processor 8.
[0100] For the data obtained in the sub-volume A, the
image processor 8 first reads the data on the left side of
the sub-volume A and sequentially reads data from the
left side to the right side (the boundary with the sub-vol-
ume B). In the case of the sub-volume A, the image proc-
essor 8 reads data in accordance with the sequence of
time phases where the scan data are obtained, because
the direction where the image processor 8 reads data
coincides with the sub-scanning direction. In Fig. 11, the
image processor 8 reads data in order of the data ob-
tained on the line La1, the data obtained on the line La2,
···, the data obtained on the line Lan.
[0101] For the data obtained in the sub-volume B, the
image processor 8 first reads the data on the left side
(the boundary with the sub-volume A) of the sub-volume
B, and sequentially reads data from the left side to the
right side. In Fig. 11, the image processor 8 reads data
in order of the data obtained on the line Lb1, the data
obtained on the line Lb2, ···, the data obtained on the line
Lbn. In the case of the sub-volume B, the direction where
the image processor 8 reads data is opposite to the sub-
scanning direction. Therefore, the data obtained for the
last time is first read, and the data obtained for the first
time is lastly read. As such, as the image processor 8
reads data in order of coordinates (from the direction op-
posite to the sub-scanning direction), it is possible to re-
duce the processing load of the image processor 8 and
to shorten a time required for image processing.

(Modifications)

[0102] The invention is not limited to the dividing meth-
od and the scanning direction exemplified in the above-
described embodiment. A dividing method and scanning
method, in which the difference between time phases
where scan data are obtained does not occur in the vi-
cinities of the boundary between adjacent sub-volumes,
may be included in the scope of the invention. Although
various modifications are considered as embodiments of
the invention, two modifications will be described herein.
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(First Modification)

[0103] A first modification will be described with refer-
ence to Figs. 12A to 12D. Figs. 12A and 12B are sche-
matic views showing a scanning range of an apparatus
for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the first
modification. Figs. 12C and 12D are schematic views
illustrating the scanning range and scan direction of the
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the first modification, and are diagram (top view) seen
from the ultrasonic probe.
[0104] As shown in Figs. 12A and 12B, the apparatus
for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the first
modification equally divides the entire scanning range
into four sub-volumes A to D. The apparatus 1 for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image according to the above-described
embodiment divides the entire scanning range into four
sub-volumes A to D so that the sub-volumes A to D are
lined up in one line. In the apparatus for obtaining anul-
trasonic image according to the first modification, how-
ever, the regions equally divided by dividing lines a and
b are respectively set to the sub-volumes A to D, the
dividing lines a and b passing through the center O of
the entire scanning range and being orthogonal to each
other.
[0105] As shown in Fig. 12B, the apparatus for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image according to the first modification
sequentially performs scanning by the sub-volume. The
scanning is performed by the control of the control device
10. The control device 10 outputs a control signal to the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3, the control signal includ-
ing information indicating the region of each sub-volume
and the main and sub-scanning directions. In accordance
with the control signal, the transmitting/receiving circuit
3 drives the ultrasonic probe 2 so as to scan each sub-
volume.
[0106] Similar to the above-described embodiment,
the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to the first modification scans the sub-volume A sev-
eral times (for example, four times) during a heartbeat
corresponding to a first ECG trigger signal I1, thereby
obtaining scan data A0 to A3 in the respective time phases
during one heartbeat. On the sub-volumes B to D, the
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the first modification also performs scanning a plurality
of times during one heartbeat so as to obtain scan data.
[0107] Figs 12C and 12D show the scanning directions
of the respective sub-volumes. First, the scanning of the
sub-volume A will be described. As shown in Fig. 12C,
the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to the first modification scans an ultrasonic beam in
a main scanning direction X1 (from the left side to the
right side in the drawing) and scans an ultrasonic beam
in a sub-scanning direction Y1 (from the upper side to
the lower side in the drawing) which is orthogonal to the
main scanning direction X, thereby scanning the sub-
volume A. Further, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the first modification scans the

sub-volume A during one heartbeat corresponding to the
first ECG trigger signal I1, thereby obtaining scan data
A0 to A3.
[0108] The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image
according to the first modification scans the sub-volume
B during one heartbeat corresponding to the next ECG
trigger signal I2, scans the sub-volume C during one
heartbeat corresponding to the ECG trigger signal I3, and
scans the sub-volumes D during one heartbeat corre-
sponding to the ECG trigger signal I4. Fig. 12D shows
the scanning directions of the sub-volumes A to D. The
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the first modification scans an ultrasonic beam such that
the scanning directions (the main and sub-scanning di-
rections), the scanning start positions, and the scanning
end positions in the respective sub-volumes are in an
axisymmetric relationship, with the dividing line a or b set
to a symmetrical axis. Accordingly, the difference be-
tween the time phases where the scanning data are ob-
tained can be reduced in the vicinities of the boundary
between the respective sub-volumes.
[0109] For example, under the control of the control
device 10, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 causes the
ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the sub-volume B, in a state
where the scanning direction, the scanning start position,
and the scanning end position in the sub-volume B adj
acent to the sub-volume A are set to be axisymmetric
with the scanning direction, the scanning start position,
and the scanning end position in the sub-volume A, with
the dividing line a set to a symmetrical axis.
[0110] when scanning the sub-volume B, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the first
modification performs scanning in the same direction as
the sub-scanning direction Y1 of the sub-volume A, in
terms of a sub-scanning direction. In terms of a main
scanning direction, however, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image performs scanning in a different di-
rection from the main scanning direction X1 of the sub-
volume A.
[0111] When scanning the sub-volume B, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the first
modification scan an ultrasonic beam in amain scanning
direction X2 (from the right side to the left side in the
drawing) which is reverse to the main scanning direction
X1 in the sub-volume A. In terms of a sub-scanning di-
rection, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image
according to the first modification scans an ultrasonic
beam in a sub-scanning direction Y2 (from the upper side
to the lower side in the drawing) so as to scan the sub-
volume B, similar to the case when the sub-volume A is
scanned. Accordingly, since the time phases where the
scanning data are obtained substantially coincide in the
vicinities of the boundary between the sub-volumes A
and B, the difference between the time phases can be
suppressed from occurring.
[0112] Under the control of the control device 10, the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 causes the ultrasonic
probe 2 to scan the sub-volume C, ina state where the
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scanning direction, the scanning start position, and the
scanning end position in the sub-volume C adjacent to
the sub-volume A are set to be axisymmetric with the
scanning direction, the scanning start position, and the
scanning end position in the sub-volume A, with the diving
line b set to a symmetrical axis.
[0113] When scanning the sub-volume C, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the first
modification scans the sub-volume C in a sub-scanning
direction Y3 which is reverse to the sub-scanning direc-
tion Y1 in the sub-volume A, in terms of the sub-scanning
direction. That is, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the first modification performs
scanning, in a state where the direction from the sepa-
rated position to the boundary is set to the sub-scanning
direction. Accordingly, since the time phases where the
scan data are obtained substantially coincide in the vi-
cinity of the boundary between the sub-volumes A and
C, a time phase difference can be suppressed from oc-
curring.
[0114] Under the control of the control device 10, the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 causes the ultrasonic
probe 2 to scan the sub-volume D, in a state where the
scanning direction, the scanning start position, and the
scanning end position in the sub-volume D are set to be
axisymmetric with the scanning direction, the scanning
start position, and the scanning end position in the sub-
volume B, with the diving line b set to a symmetrical axis.
At this time, the scanning direction, the scanning start
position, and the scanning end position in the sub-volume
D are in an axisymmetric relationship with, the scanning
direction, the scanning start position, and the scanning
end position in the sub-volume C, with the dividing line
a set to a symmetric axis.
[0115] When scanning the sub-volume D, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the first
modification scans the sub-volume D in a sub-scanning
direction Y4 which is reverse to the sub-scanning direc-
tion Y2 in che sub-volume B. in terms of a sub-scanning
direction. That is, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the first modification performs
scanning, in a state where the direction from the sepa-
rated position to the boundary is set to the sub-scanning
direction. Accordingly, since the time phases where the
scan data are obtained substantially coincide in the vi-
cinities of the boundary between the sub-volumes B and
D, a time phase difference can be suppressed from oc-
curring.
[0116] In the relationship with the sub-volume C, the
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the first modification scans the sub-volume D, in a state
where the same direction as the sub-scanning direction
in the sub-volume C is set to a sub-scanning direction
and the direction reverse to the main scanning direction
in the sub-volume C is set to a main scanning direction.
Accordingly, since the time phases where the scan data
are obtained substantially coincide in the vicinities of the
boundary between the sub-volumes C and D, a time

phase difference can be suppressed from occurring.
[0117] As described above, the scanning is performed
by changing the main scanning directions or the sub-
scanning directions of the respective sub-volumes so that
the scanning directions are axisymmetric with each other.
Therefore, in the vicinities of the boundary between the
sub-volumes, the difference between the time phases
where the scan data are obtained can be reduced. As a
result, it is possible to suppress a streaky artifact from
occurring in the boundary between the sub-volumes.

(Second Embodiment)

[0118] Next, a second modification will be described
with reference to Figs. 13A to 13D. Figs. 13A and 13B
are schematic views showing a region scanned by an
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the second modification. Figs. 13C and 13D are sche-
matic views illustrating the region scanned by the appa-
ratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
second modification and the scanning direction thereof,
and are diagrams (top views) seen from the ultrasonic
probe.
[0119] As shown in Figs. 13A and 13B, the apparatus
for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the second
modification scans an ultrasonic beam, with a circular
conic region set to the scan region. Further, in the appa-
ratus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
second embodiment, the regions equally-divided by di-
viding lines a and b are respectively set to the sub-vol-
umes A to D, the dividing lines a and b passing through
the center O of the circular conic scanning range and
being orthogonal to each other.
[0120] As shown in Figs. 13B, the apparatus for ob-
taining an ultrasonic image according to the second mod-
ification sequentially performs scanning by the sub-vol-
ume in accordance with an ECG trigger signal, thereby
obtaining scan data in each time phase.
[0121] Figs. 13C and 13D show the scanning direc-
tions of the respective sub-volumes. First, the scanning
of the sub-volume A will be described. As shown in Fig.
13C, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to the second modification scans an ultrasonic
beam in a main scanning direction X1 (the radius direction
in the drawing) and further scans an ultrasonic beam in
a sub-scanning direction Y1 (the circumferential direc-
tion), thereby scanning the sub-volume A. Further, the
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the second modification scans the sub-volume A during
one heartbeat corresponding to a first ECG trigger signal
I1, thereby obtaining scan data A0 to A3.
[0122] The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image
according to the second modification scans the sub-vol-
ume B during one heartbeat corresponding to the next
ECG trigger signal I2, scans the sub-volume C during
one heartbeat corresponding to an ECG trigger signal I3,
and scans the sub-volume D during one heartbeat cor-
responding to an ECG trigger signal I4. Fig. 13D shows
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the scanning directions of the sub-volumes A to D. The
apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to
the second modification scans an ultrasonic beam such
that the scanning directions, the scanning start positions,
and the scanning end positions in the respective sub vol-
umes are in an axisymmetric relationship, with the divid-
ing line a or b set to a symmetrical axis. Accordingly, in
the vicinities of the boundary between the respective sub-
volumes, the difference between the time phases where
the scan data are obtained can be reduced.
[0123] For example, under the control of the control
device 10, the transmitting/receiving circuit 3 causes the
ultrasonic probe 2 to scan the sub-volume B, in a state
where the scanning direction, the scanning start position,
and the scanning end position in the sub-volume B ad-
jacent to the sub-volume A are set to be axisymmetric
with the scanning direction, the scanning start position,
and the scanning end position in the sub-volume A, with
the dividing line a set to a symmetric axis.
[0124] When scanning the sub-volume B, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
second modification scans the sub-volume B in a sub-
scanning direction Y2 reverse to the sub-scanning direc-
tion Y1 in the sub-volume A, in terms of a sub-scanning
direction. That is, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the second modification per-
forms scanning, in a state where the direction from the
separated position to the boundary is set to the sub-scan-
ning direction. Accordingly, in the vicinities of the bound-
ary between the sub-volumes A and B, a time phase dif-
ference can be suppressed from occurring, because the
time phases where the scan data are obtained substan-
tially coincide with each other.
[0125] Under the control of the control device 10, the
transmitting/receiving circuit 3 causes the ultrasonic
probe 2 to scan the sub-volume C, ina state where the
scanningdirection, the scanning start position, and the
scanning end position in the sub-volume C adjacent to
the sub-volume A are set to be axisymmetric with the
scanning direction, the scanning start position, and the
scanning end position in the sub-volume A, with the di-
viding line b set to a symmetric axis.
[0126] When scanning the sub-volume C, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
second modification scans the sub-volume C in a sub-
scanning direction Y3 which is reverse to the sub-scan-
ning direction Y1 in the sub-volume A, in terms of a sub-
scanning direction. That is, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the second modification
performs scanning, in a state where the direction away
from the boundary is set to the sub-scanning direction.
Accordingly, in the vicinities of the boundary between the
sub-volumes A and C, a time phase difference can be
suppressed from occurring, because the time phases
where the scan data are obtained substantially coincide
with each other.
[0127] Under the control of the control device 10, the
transmitting and receiving device 3 scans the sub-volume

D into the ultrasonic probe 2, in a state where the scan-
ning direction, the scanning start position, and the scan-
ning end position in the sub-volume D are set to be ax-
isymmetric with the scanning direction, the scanning start
position, and the scanning end position in the sub-volume
B, with the dividing line b set to a symmetric axis. At this
time, the scanning direction, the scanning start position,
and the scanning end position in the sub-volume D are
in an axisymmetric relationship with the scanning direc-
tion, the scanning start position, and the scanning end
position in the sub-volume C, with the dividing line a set
to a symmetric axis.
[0128] When scanning the sub-volume D, the appara-
tus for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the
second modification scans the sub-volume D in a sub-
scanning direction Y4 which is reverse to the sub-scan-
ning direction Y2 in the sub-volume B, in terms of a sub-
scanning direction. That is, the apparatus for obtaining
an ultrasonic image according to the second modification
performs scanning, in a state where the direction away
from the boundary is set to the sub-scanning direction.
Accordingly, in the vicinities of the boundary between the
sub-volumes B and D, a time phase difference can be
suppressed from occurring, because the time phases
where the scan data are obtained substantially coincide
with each other. In the relationship with the sub-volume
C, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to the second modification performs scanning in
a sub-scanning direction Y4 which is reverse to the sub-
scanning direction Y3 in the sub-volume C, in terms of a
sub-scanning direction. Accordingly, the apparatus for
obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the second
modification performs scanning, in a state where the di-
rection from the separated position to the boundary is set
to the sub-scanning direction. Accordingly, in the vicini-
ties of the boundary between the sub-volumes C and D,
the time phase difference can be suppressed from oc-
curring, because a time phases where the scan data are
obtained substantially coincide with each other.
[0129] In the second modification, the entire scanning
range has been divided into four regions. However, the
scanning range may be divided into more than four re-
gions. An example thereof will be described with refer-
ence to Fig. 14. Fig. 14 is a schematic view illustrating a
scanning range and scanning direction of the apparatus
for obtaining an ultrasonic image according to the second
modification, and is a diagram (top view) seen from the
ultrasonic probe.
[0130] As shown in Fig. 14, the entire scanning range
is divided by four dividing lines which pass through the
center O of the entire scanning range. Then, the entire
scanning range is divided into eight regions. On the ad-
jacent sub-volumes, the apparatus for obtaining an ultra-
sonic image according to the second modification per-
forms scanning, with the sub-scanning directions Y set
to be reverse to each other. Accordingly, in the vicinities
of the boundary between the respective sub-volumes, a
time phase difference can be reduced, because the time
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phases where the scan data are obtained substantially
coincide. Further, the entire scanning range may be di-
vided into 2n regions (n is an integer larger than one).
Even though the entire scanning range is divided into 2n

regions, the scanning on the adjacent sub-volumes is
performed, with the sub-scanning directions set to be re-
verse to each other. Therefore, the difference between
the time phases where the scan data are obtained can
be reduced in the vicinities of the boundary.
[0131] As described above, the apparatus for obtain-
ing an ultrasonic image according to the embodiment or
modification of the invention divides a desired scanning
range into a plurality of regions, and scans the respective
regions in accordance with an ECG trigger signal. There-
fore, although there is provided a hardware of which the
parallel simultaneous reception number is small, it is pos-
sible to scan a wider region of interest.
[0132] In order to obtain the scan data in which the
time phases of the electrocardiographic waveform sub-
stantially coincide with each other in the vicinities of the
boundary between the respective regions, the scanning
is performed by changing the main scanning direction or
sub-scanning direction for each region. Then, it is possi-
ble to obtain an ultrasonic image in which a streaky arti-
fact caused by the time phase difference is reduced. That
is, the apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to the embodiment or modification of the inven-
tion scans an ultrasonic beam on the regions adjacent
to each other, with the main scanning directions or sub-
scanning directions set to be reverse to each other. Then,
the time phases where data are obtained can be caused
to coincide with each other, in the vicinity of the boundary
between the regions. Therefore, the difference between
the time phases where the scan data are obtained can
be reduced in the vicinities of the boundary between the
adjacent regions, which makes it possible to obtain an
ultrasonic image in which a streaky artifact caused by
the time phase difference is reduced.
[0133] It is explicitly stated that all features disclosed
in the description and/or the claims are intended to be
disclosed separately and independently from each other
for the purpose of original disclosure as well as for the
purpose of restricting the claimed invention independent
of the composition of the features in the embodiments
and/or the claims. It is explicitly stated that all value rang-
es or indications of groups of entities disclose every pos-
sible intermediate value or intermediate entity for the pur-
pose of original disclosure as well as for the purpose of
restricting the claimed invention, in particular as limits of
value ranges.

Claims

1. An apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image com-
prising:

an ultrasonic probe that scans an ultrasonic

beam in a main scanning direction and a sub-
scanning direction;
a scan device that receives a trigger signal
based on an electrocardiographic waveform,
drives the ultrasonic probe in accordance with
the trigger signal so as to scan a plurality of re-
gions, and obtains scan data for each region;
and
an image generating device that combines the
scan data obtained for each region so as to gen-
erate ultrasonic image data of the range in which
the plurality of regions are joined,
wherein the scan device causes the ultrasonic
probe to scan the respective regions so that
scan data in which time phases of the electro-
cardiographic waveform substantially coincide
are obtained in the vicinities of the boundary be-
tween at least two adjacent regions among the
plurality of regions.

2. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 1,
wherein, whenever receiving the trigger signal, the
scan device causes the ultrasonic probe to scan a
different region so as to obtain scan data in which
the time phases of the electrocardiographic wave-
form substantially coincide in the vicinities of the
boundary, thereby obtaining scan data for each re-
gion, and
the image generating device combines scan data
obtained by scanning the respective regions and the
scan data obtained by starting scanning at the same
time phase so as to generate ultrasonic image data
of the range in which the plurality of regions are
joined.

3. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 1,
wherein, in adjacent regions, the scan device causes
the ultrasonic probe to scan the respective regions
in the main or sub-scanning directions set to be re-
verse to each other so as to obtain scan data in which
the time phases of the electrocardiographic wave-
form substantially coincide.

4. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 1,
wherein the image generating device combines the
scan data obtained by scanning the respective re-
gions and the scan data obtained by starting scan-
ning at the same time phase so as to generate ultra-
sonic image data of the range in which the plurality
of regions are joined.

5. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 1,
wherein, in adjacent regions among the plurality of
regions, the scan device causes the ultrasonic probe
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to scan the respective regions by changing the main
or sub-scanning directions so that the main or sub-
scanning directions are axisymmetric with each oth-
er with a predetermined dividing line set to a sym-
metric axis to obtain scan data in which the time
phases of the electrocardiographic waveform sub-
stantially coincide.

6. An apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image com-
prising:

an ultrasonic probe that scans an ultrasonic
beam in a main scanning direction and a sub-
scanning direction;
a scan device that receives a trigger signal
based on an electrocardiographic waveform,
drives the ultrasonic probe in accordance with
the trigger signal so as to scan a plurality of re-
gions, and obtains scan data for each region;
and
an image generating device that combines the
scan data obtained for each region so as to gen-
erate ultrasonic image data of the range in which
the plurality of regions are joined,
wherein, in adjacent regions, the scan device
causes the ultrasonic probe to scan the respec-
tive regions in the main or sub-scanning direc-
tions set to be reverse to each other so as to
obtain scan data.

7. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 6,
wherein, whenever receiving the trigger signal, the
scan device causes the ultrasonic probe to scan a
different region, and the scan device causes the ul-
trasonic probe to scan the respective regions in the
main or sub-scanning directions set to be reverse to
each other in adjacent regions, so as to obtain scan
data, and
the image generating device combines the scan data
obtained by scanning the respective regions and the
scan data obtained by starting scanning at the same
time phase, so as to generate ultrasonic image data
of the range in which the plurality of regions are
joined.

8. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 6.
wherein the image generating device combines the
scan data obtained by scanning the respective re-
gions and the scan data obtained by starting scan-
ning at the same time phase, so as to generate ul-
trasonic image data of the range in which the plurality
of regions are joined.

9. The apparatus for obtaining an ultrasonic image ac-
cording to claim 6,
wherein, in adjacent regions among the plurality of

regions, the scan device causes the ultrasonic probe
to scan the respective regions by changing the main
or sub-scanning directions so that the main or sub-
scanning directions are axisymmetric with each oth-
er with a predetermined dividing line set to a sym-
metric axis to obtain scan data.

10. A method of obtaining an ultrasonic image compris-
ing:

obtaining scan data for each region by receiving
a trigger signal based on an electrocardiograph-
ic waveform, driving an ultrasonic probe in ac-
cordance with the trigger signal, and scanning
a plurality of regions in a main scanning direction
and a sub-scanning direction through the ultra-
sonic probe; and
generating ultrasonic image data of the range in
which the plurality of regions are joined, by com-
bining the scan data obtained for each region,
wherein, in the obtaining of scan data, the ultra-
sonic probe scans adjacent regions in the main
or sub-scanning directions set to be reverse to
each other so as to obtain scan data.

11. The method of obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to claim 10,
wherein, in the obtaining of scan data, whenever re-
ceiving the trigger signal, the ultrasonic probe scans
a different region, and the ultrasonic probe scans the
respective regions in the main or sub-scanning di-
rections set to be reverse to each other in adjacent
regions, so as to obtain scan data, and
in the generating of the ultrasonic image data, the
scan data obtained by scanning the respective re-
gions and the scan data obtained by starting scan-
ning at the same time phase are combined so as to
generate ultrasonic image data of the range in which
the plurality of regions are joined.

12. The method of obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to claim 10,
wherein, in the generating of the ultrasonic image
data, the scan data obtained by scanning the respec-
tive regions and the scan data obtained by starting
scanning at the same time phase are combined so
as to generate ultrasonic image data of the range in
which the plurality of regions are joined.

13. The method of obtaining an ultrasonic image accord-
ing to claim 10,
wherein, in the obtaining of scan data, in adjacent
regions among the plurality of regions, the ultrasonic
probe scans the respective regions by changing the
main or sub-scanning directions so that the main or
sub-scanning directions are axisymmetric with a pre-
determined dividing line set to a symmetric axis to
obtain scan data.
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