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(57) According to a method and device for monitoring
temperature by using ultrasound, an echo signal of diag-
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001] One or more embodiments of the present disclosure relate to a method and a device for monitoring a temperature
of a treatment site using ultrasound, and a system for treatment and diagnosis using ultrasound.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] With the development of medical science, topical treatment of tumors has been developed in relation to invasive
surgery, such as laparotomy, minimal-invasive surgery, etc. In addition, as non-invasive surgery, a gamma knife, a cyber
knife, a high intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU) knife, and the like have been developed. In particular, the latest HIFU
knife has been widely used by using ultrasound as a safe and eco-friendly treatment.
[0003] Treatments using the HIFU knife include a surgery for removing and treating tumors by causing focal destruction
or necrosis of tumor tissue as a result of the irradiation of HIFU to the tumor.

SUMMARY

[0004] One or more embodiments of the present disclosure relate to a method and a device for monitoring a temperature
of a treatment site, such as a tumor and peripheral areas thereof in real time while the treatment site such as the tumor
is being treated.
[0005] One or more embodiments of the present disclosure relate to a computer-readable recording medium storing
a computer-readable program for executing the method.
[0006] One or more embodiments of the present disclosure relate to a system for treatment and temperature monitoring
of a treatment site, such as a tumor, using ultrasound.
[0007] Additional aspects will be set forth in part in the description which follows and, in part, will be apparent from
the description, or may be learned by practice of the presented embodiments.
[0008] According to an embodiment, a method of monitoring temperature by using ultrasound includes: acquiring an
echo signal of diagnostic ultrasound that is irradiated to a treatment site; generating candidate temperature images from
the echo signal by using different temperature determining methods so that the candidate temperature images correspond
to each of the temperature determining methods; merging the generated candidate temperature images by applying
different accuracies of the temperature determining methods to the generated candidate temperature images; and
generating a final temperature image based on the merging.
[0009] According to another embodiment, there is provided a computer-readable recording medium storing a computer-
readable program for executing the method of monitoring temperature.
[0010] According to another embodiment, a device for monitoring temperature by using ultrasound includes: an ac-
quisition unit that acquires an echo signal of diagnostic ultrasound irradiated to a treatment site; a candidate temperature
image generating unit that generates candidate temperature images from the acquired echo signal by using different
temperature determining methods so that the candidate temperature images correspond to each of the temperature
determining methods; a merging unit that merges the generated candidate temperature images by respectively applying
different accuracies of the temperature determining methods to the generated candidate temperature images; and a
final temperature image generating unit that generates a final temperature image based on the merged results.
[0011] According to another embodiment, a system for treatment and diagnosis using ultrasound includes: a therapeutic
ultrasound device that irradiates therapeutic ultrasound to a treatment site; a diagnostic ultrasound device that irradiates
diagnostic ultrasound to the treatment site and receives an echo signal of the diagnostic ultrasound; a temperature
monitoring device that acquires the received echo signal, generates candidate temperature images from the echo signal
by using different temperature determining methods so that the candidate temperature images correspond to each of
the temperature determining methods, merging the generated candidate temperature images by applying different ac-
curacies of the temperature determining methods to the generated candidate temperature images, and generating a
final temperature image based on the merging; and a display device that displays at least one selected from the candidate
temperature images and the final temperature image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The patent or application file contains at least one drawing executed in color. Copies of this patent or patent
application publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the Office upon request and payment of the necessary
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fee. These and/or other aspects will become apparent and more readily appreciated from the following description of
the embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings of which:
[0013] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a system for treatment and diagnosis using ultrasound, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;
[0014] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a temperature monitoring device according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;
[0015] FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams for describing methods of determining a temperature;
[0016] FIG. 4 shows candidate temperature images according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;
[0017] FIG. 5 shows positions of focuses in candidate temperature images and a final temperature image according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure;
[0018] FIG. 6 shows a process of generating candidate error images performed by a candidate error image generating
unit;
[0019] FIG. 7 shows candidate error images according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;
[0020] FIG. 8 shows a final temperature image and a final error image according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;
[0021] FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a monitored temperature according to an embodiment of the present disclosure
compared with a monitored temperature according to general methods; and
[0022] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method of monitoring temperature by using ultrasound according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0023] Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout. In this regard, the present embodiments
may have different forms and should not be construed as being limited to the descriptions set forth herein. Accordingly,
the embodiments are merely described below, by referring to the figures, to explain aspects of the present description.
[0024] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 1, the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure may include, for example, a therapeutic ultrasound device 10, a
diagnostic ultrasound device 20, a control device 30, a temperature monitoring device 40, and a display device 50.
[0025] Only elements of the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound that are particularly associated
with this embodiment are shown in FIG. 1. However, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that general-
use elements may also be included.
[0026] The system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound is a system involving the treatment of select tissue
such as a tumor 60 of a patient by irradiating therapeutic ultrasound to a treatment site 610 of the tumor 60 and monitoring
results of the treatment, such as a temperature of the treatment site 610, using diagnostic ultrasound. That is, the system
for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound is a medical system involving necrosing of the tumor 60 of a patient using
ultrasound and diagnosing the patient by monitoring the results in real time.
[0027] More particularly, according to the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound, if the tumor 60 is
found in a patient, therapeutic ultrasound may be irradiated to the treatment site 610 of the tumor 60 using the therapeutic
ultrasound device 10 to form a lesion, and ultrasound images of the treatment site 610 may be acquired using the
diagnostic ultrasound device 20, resulting in a diagnosis of whether the treatment is successful. Such a lesion is caused
by focal destruction or necrosis of tissues of the treatment site 610.
[0028] Furthermore, according to the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound according to the current
embodiment, a temperature variation of the treatment site 610 may also be monitored using the diagnostic ultrasound
device 20.
[0029] In therapeutic ultrasound treatment, such as high intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU), when the HIFU arrives
at a portion of the tumor 60, a temperature of the portion of the tumor 60 is instantly increased to 70°C or more due to
thermal energy from the HIFU. It is known that tissues are theoretically destroyed when exposed to a temperature of
about 60°C for 100 msec or more. Coagulative necrosis occurs in tissues and vessels around the tumor 60 at such a
high temperature.
[0030] According to the current embodiment, the temperature variation of the treatment site 610 may be monitored in
real time. As a result, ultrasound treatment may be efficiently performed by accurately determining whether further
treatment is required or whether the treatment has been successful.
[0031] Referring to FIG. 1, operations of elements of the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound will
respectively be described.
[0032] The therapeutic ultrasound device 10 treats the patient by irradiating therapeutic ultrasound to the treatment
site 610 of the tumor 60 so as to necrose tissues of the treatment site 610. In other words, the therapeutic ultrasound
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device 10 generates therapeutic ultrasound and irradiates the therapeutic ultrasound to select tissue of the patient such
as topical tissue.
[0033] The therapeutic ultrasound according to the current embodiment may be administered using a HIFU device.
That is, the therapeutic ultrasound device 10 according the current embodiment is a device that irradiates tissue using
HIFU, widely known as therapeutic ultrasound. The HIFU device will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art, and
thus detailed descriptions thereof will be omitted herein. However, it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
that the therapeutic ultrasound device 10 is not limited to the device irradiating HIFU, and any device irradiating focused
ultrasound similar to the HIFU may also be used as the therapeutic ultrasound device 10.
[0034] The diagnostic ultrasound device 20, which is also referred to as a diagnostic probe, irradiates diagnostic
ultrasound to the treatment site 610 and receives an echo signal that is a reflected diagnostic ultrasound. In this regard,
the diagnostic ultrasound device 20 generally irradiates diagnostic ultrasound to the treatment site 610 and receives the
reflected echo signal in order to generate an ultrasound diagnostic image of the treatment site 610. A process of generally
generating ultrasound images using the reflected echo signal will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art, and thus
detailed descriptions thereof will be omitted herein.
[0035] Although the therapeutic ultrasound device 10 and the diagnostic ultrasound device 20 are independent devices
according to the current embodiment, the present disclosure is not limited thereto. The therapeutic ultrasound device
10 and the diagnostic ultrasound device 20 may be realized as separate modules in one device or as one device. That
is, the therapeutic ultrasound device 10 and the diagnostic ultrasound device 20 are not limited to any one configuration.
[0036] According to the current embodiment, the echo signal received by the diagnostic ultrasound device 20 is also
used to monitor the treatment site 610 and a temperature variation at and around the treatment site 610. In other words,
the echo signal may be used not only to generate ultrasound diagnostic images but also to monitor the temperature
variation of the treatment site 610.
[0037] A change in backscattered energy (CBE) method has been used as a method of determining a temperature
or for monitoring temperature using ultrasound. Briefly, the CBE method is a method of measuring a temperature variation
by detecting an amplitude variation of a wave in an echo signal of ultrasound. According to the CBE method, when
ultrasound passes through tissues having a high temperature, a tail artifact phenomenon, in which temperature errors
rapidly increase at the tissues, occurs. Thus, errors increase and temperature distribution cannot be detected in detail
due to low spatial resolution according to the CBE method.
[0038] An echo-shift (ES) method has also been used as a method of determining a temperature. Briefly, the ES
method is a method of measuring a temperature variation by detecting a speed variation of a wave of an echo signal of
diagnostic ultrasound. High-intensity focused ultrasound for example for tissue or tumor treatment causes temperature
changes in treated tissue or tumors which results in time shifts in the echoes that traverse the heated tissue. These time
shifts are caused by thermally induced changes in the distribution of the velocity of sound through a tissue or a tumor
and by thermal expansion within the tissue. According to the ES method, however, while a low temperature range of
about 36 to 43°C may be relatively accurately measured, a high temperature range over 43°C cannot be accurately
measured.
[0039] That is, an accurately measurable temperature range is limited, and a side effect, such as a tail artifact, occurs
according to known methods of monitoring temperature using ultrasound. Thus, a wide temperature range of the treatment
site 610 cannot be monitored in real time during ultrasound treatment.
[0040] However, the temperature monitoring device 40 according to the current embodiment determines the temper-
ature variation from the echo signal of the diagnostic ultrasound by merging various temperature determining methods,
whereby temperatures may be accurately monitored over a relatively wide temperature range. Hereinafter, operations
and functions of the temperature monitoring device 40 according to the current embodiment will be described in more
detail.
[0041] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a temperature monitoring device 40 according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 2, the temperature monitoring device 40 may include, for example, an acquisition unit 410,
an image generating unit 420, a merging unit 430, and a display control unit 440.
[0042] In one or more embodiments, the temperature monitoring device 40 may be a processor. That is, the temperature
monitoring device 40 may include an array of a plurality of logic gates or a combination of a universal microprocessor
and memories in which programs that may be implemented in the universal microprocessor are stored. Furthermore, it
will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that the temperature monitoring device 40 may be implemented
by another form of hardware.
[0043] Meanwhile, only elements of the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using ultrasound that are particularly
associated with this embodiment are shown in FIG. 2. However, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art
that general-use elements may also be included.
[0044] The acquisition unit 410 acquires an echo signal from the diagnostic ultrasound that is irradiated by the diagnostic
ultrasound device 20 (FIG. 1) and reflected by tissues of a human body. In an embodiment, the echo signal may be a
waveform signal.
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[0045] The image generating unit 420 generates a temperature image or an error image of the treatment site 610
(FIG. 1) including the tumor 60 (FIG. 1) and peripheral areas thereof. In one or more embodiments, the temperature
image may be an image that displays a temperature distribution of the treatment site 610 (FIG. 1) and peripheral areas
thereof using different colors of different brightness. The error image may be an image that is mapped with pixels of the
temperature image and displays errors of the temperature distribution using different colors of different brightness. The
image generating unit 420 may include, for example, a candidate temperature image generating unit 4210, a candidate
error image generating unit 4220, a final temperature image generating unit 4230, and a final error image generating
unit 4240.
[0046] The candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 generates candidate temperature images from the
echo signal acquired by the acquisition unit 410 using different temperature determining methods so as to correspond
to each of the temperature determining methods.
[0047] The different temperature determining methods used in the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210
include methods of detecting a plurality of different types of waveform variations from the echo signal. In this regard, the
different types of waveform variations include at least two selected from the group of waveform variations including echo
time variation, amplitude variation, and shape variation of the echo signal. In one or more embodiments, the shape
variation of the echo signal includes frequency variation or nonlinear variation of the echo signal. That is, according to
an embodiment, the temperature is monitored by merging the plurality of temperature determining methods instead of
using one temperature determining method.
[0048] In an embodiment, the method of determining a temperature using the waveform variation such as echo time
variation of the echo signal may be similar to the above-mentioned ES method, and the method of determining temperature
using the waveform variation such as an amplitude variation of the echo signal may be similar to the above-mentioned
CBE method.
[0049] FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate methods of determining temperature.
[0050] Referring to FIG. 3A, the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may detect at least two
waveform variations selected from the group of waveform variations including echo time variation, amplitude variation,
and shape variation of the echo signal 301.
[0051] First, a method of detecting echo time variation 303 of the echo signal 301 will be described.
[0052] After the therapeutic ultrasound is irradiated to the treatment site 302, the candidate temperature image gen-
erating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may compare the echo signal 301 with a reference signal to detect the echo time variation
303 of the echo signal 301.
[0053] More particularly, the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may detect whether a delay
occurs in the echo signal 301 after the comparison with the reference, and then may detect whether the echo signal 301
varies in the delay. Then, the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may determine a temperature
by mapping the degree of delay or the degree of echo time variation with the reference information stored in advance.
[0054] In this regard, only 3 cycles of the waveform of the echo time variation 303 are shown. However, there may be
more or less than 3 cycles of the waveform detected. Accordingly, the candidate temperature image generating unit
4210 (FIG. 2) may detect a temperature distribution of the treatment site 302 and peripheral area thereof by detecting
the echo time variation 303 of each cycle. The candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) generates a
candidate temperature image corresponding to the echo time variation 303 by using the detected temperature distribution
based on the echo time variation 303.
[0055] Next, a method of detecting amplitude variation 304 of the echo signal 301 will be described.
[0056] After the therapeutic ultrasound is irradiated to the treatment site 302, the candidate temperature image gen-
erating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may compare the echo signal 301 with a reference signal to detect the amplitude variation
304 of the echo signal 301.
[0057] More particularly, the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may compare the amplitude
of the echo signal 301 with the reference signal, resulting in detecting variation. Then, the candidate temperature image
generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) maps the degree of the amplitude variation with a temperature of the reference information,
resulting in the determining of a temperature.
[0058] In this regard, only 3 cycles of the waveform of the amplitude variation 304 are shown. However, there may be
more or less than 3 cycles of the waveform detected. Accordingly, the candidate temperature image generating unit
4210 (FIG. 2) may detect temperature distribution of the treatment site 302 and peripheral areas thereof by detecting
the amplitude variation 304 of each cycle. The candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) generates a
candidate temperature image corresponding to the amplitude variation 304 by using the detected temperature distribution
based on the amplitude variation 304.
[0059] Finally, a method of detecting shape variation 305 of the echo signal 301 will be described. This method is a
frequency shift (FS) method. The FS method is based on the phenomenon, that frequency changes in harmonics are
linear with temperature changes. Consequently, images can be constructed by detecting the frequency changes in
harmonics prior to and after or during heating the tissue or tumor.
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[0060] After the therapeutic ultrasound is irradiated to the treatment site 302, the candidate temperature image gen-
erating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may compare the echo signal 301 with a reference signal to detect the shape variation 305
of the echo signal 301.
[0061] More particularly, the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may compare the echo signal
301 with the reference signal to detect a variation of frequency in the waveform of the echo signal 301, and may then
detect whether the shape of the echo signal 301 is changed by the variation. Then, the candidate temperature image
generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) maps the degree of the shape variation with a temperature of the reference information,
resulting in the determining of a temperature.
[0062] In this regard, only 3 cycles of the waveform of the shape variation 305 are shown. However, there may be
more or less than 3 cycles of the waveform detected. Accordingly, the candidate temperature image generating unit
4210 (FIG. 2) may detect the temperature distribution of the treatment site 305 and peripheral areas thereof by detecting
the shape variation 305 of each cycle. The candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) generates a
candidate temperature image corresponding to the shape variation 305 by using the detected temperature distribution
based on the shape variation 305.
[0063] FIG. 3B shows echo signals before the irradiation of the therapeutic ultrasound (before heating) and after the
irradiation of the therapeutic ultrasound (after heating). The echo signal after the irradiation of the therapeutic ultrasound
may include any of the echo shift, amplitude variation, and shape variation of the waveform 306, in which temperature
variation of the treatment site 302 (FIG. 3A) is reflected. In other words, if the temperature is changed, at least one
waveform variation is reflected in the echo signal. When each of the temperature determining methods is used, waveform
variations of the echo signal may be respectively detected. Thus, a temperature image corresponding to each of the
temperature determining methods may be detected.
[0064] That is, different types of waveform variations may be reflected in the echo signal while the temperature of the
treatment site 302 (FIG. 3A) is changed. The candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) generates a
plurality of candidate temperature images corresponding to each of the temperature determining methods by using
different temperature determining methods.
[0065] 3 types of temperature determining methods have been described with reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B. The
candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) may generate candidate temperature images corresponding
to each of the temperature determining methods by using at least two of the temperature determining methods.
[0066] FIG. 4 shows candidate temperature images according to an embodiment of the present disclosure. Referring
to FIG. 4, candidate temperature images 401, 402, and 403 corresponding to each of the temperature determining
methods are shown. That is, FIG. 4 shows a CBE image 401 corresponding to the CBE method, an ES image 402
corresponding to the ES method, and a FS image 403 corresponding to the FS method. Such candidate temperature
images 401, 402, and 403 may be generated by the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2). Fur-
thermore, as described above, the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2) generates at least two
of the candidate temperature images 401, 402, and 403 shown in FIG. 4.
[0067] The candidate temperature images 401, 402, and 403 are shown having various colors. In the color reference
information 405, different colors are mapped according to their temperature. Thus, various colors of pixels of the candidate
temperature images 401, 402, and 403 indicate different temperatures according to the color reference information 405.
Although FIG. 4 shows different colors, the present disclosure is not limited thereto. The candidate temperature images
401, 402, and 403 may also be displayed as black and white images displayed using different brightness according to
their temperature.
[0068] Pixels of each of the candidate temperature images 401, 402, and 403 display temperature information of a
same site in the body corresponding to the pixels, such as treatment site 610 (FIG. 1). However, in each of the candidate
temperature images 401, 402, and 403, although the temperature images are obtained from the same treatment site
610 (FIG. 1) and peripheral areas thereof, different temperature distributions may be detected. For example, in the CBE
image 401, errors may increase due to a tail artifact phenomenon 404 as illustrated at FIG. 4.
[0069] FIG. 5 shows positions of focuses in candidate temperature images and a final temperature image according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure. In FIG. 5, positions of focuses indicate treatment sites to which the therapeutic
ultrasound is irradiated.
[0070] FIG. 5 shows CBE images and ES images at a low temperature and a high temperature. FIG. 5 also shows a
CBE + ES image (or Fusion image) which is a final temperature image generated by merging temperature information
of the candidate temperature images. The final temperature image will now be described in more detail.
[0071] First, there is no difference in the positions of focuses 501 in the CBE image, the ES image, and the CBE +
ES image located along the same line. However, when the temperature of the treatment site increases due to the
ultrasound treatment, the position of a focus 502 is accurately reflected in the CBE image at high temperature, but the
position of the focus 502 is not accurately reflected in the ES image at high temperature. However, the original position
of the focus 502 is accurately reflected in the CBE + ES image (Fusion image) at high temperature. As a result, temperature
of the treatment site may not be accurately reflected in each of the candidate temperature images such as the CBE
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image and the ES image in a predetermined temperature range. However, if the final temperature image such as the
CBE + ES (Fusion image) image is used, the temperature distribution may be relatively accurately displayed compared
with using only a single candidate temperature image.
[0072] Referring back to FIG. 2, the candidate error image generating unit 4220 calculates errors of the temperature
information contained in each of the candidate temperature images based on the accuracy of each of the temperature
determining methods. Then, the candidate error image generating unit 4220 generates candidate error images that show
the calculated error of each of the candidate temperature images. In an embodiment, pixel values of each of the candidate
error images may refer to an absolute or relative size or distribution of the errors.
[0073] FIG. 6 shows a process of generating candidate error images performed by a candidate error image generating
unit. Referring to FIG. 6, each of the temperature determining methods has a different accuracy in each temperature range.
[0074] First, a process of producing an ES-cov image 603 that is a candidate error image of the ES image will be
described.
[0075] According to the ES method, errors increase as the temperature of the treatment site 610 increases (FIG. 1).
This phenomenon may be apparent due to the relationship between the temperature and the ES error, and the relationship
between the ES error and a normalized cross-correlation (NCC) value as shown in a graph 601. The graph 601 shows
that as the NCC value approaches 1, accuracy of the ES method increases (that is, ES errors decrease), and that as
the NCC value decreases, the accuracy of the ES method decreases (that is, ES errors increase) due to decorrelation.
That is, the ES method is not as accurate at relatively high temperatures. Here, it will be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in that art that the graph 601 is illustrative merely for descriptive convenience, and the graph 601 may vary according
to errors obtained by results of quantitative experiments.
[0076] The candidate error image generating unit 4220 (FIG. 2) calculates errors of temperature information contained
in the ES image that is a candidate temperature image using the accuracy of the ES method as shown in the graph 601
described above. Then, the candidate error image generating unit 4220 (FIG. 2) generates an ES-cov image 603 that
is a candidate error image representing the calculated error.
[0077] A color value of each pixel of the ES-cov image 603 may correspond to a distribution of the errors. That is, the
candidate error image such as the ES-cov image 603 may be displayed using different colors according to the size of
the error. For example, in the ES-cov image 603, central red regions indicate regions having more errors, and other blue
regions indicate regions having less errors.
[0078] Next, a process of producing a CBE-cov image 604 that is a candidate error image of the CBE image will be
described.
[0079] As described above, according to the CBE method, errors occur due to the tail artifact phenomenon 605. This
tail artifact phenomenon 605 occurs when the diagnostic ultrasound passes through the treatment site 610 (FIG. 1) at
high temperature while proceeding in the depth direction. That is, referring to a graph 602, as the depth increases, errors
increase by the tail artifact phenomenon 605. Here, it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in that art that the graph
602 is illustrative merely for descriptive convenience, and the graph 602 may vary according to errors obtained by results
of quantitative experiments.
[0080] The candidate error image generating unit 4220 (FIG. 2) calculates errors of temperature information contained
in the CBE image that is a candidate temperature image using the accuracy of the CBE method as shown in the graph
602 described above. Then, the candidate error image generating unit 4220 (FIG. 2) generates a CBE-cov image 604
that is a candidate error image representing the calculated errors.
[0081] As in the ES-cov image 603, a color value of each pixel of the CBE-cov image 604 may correspond to a
distribution of the errors. That is, the candidate error image such as the CBE-cov image 604 may be displayed using
different colors according to the size of the error. For example, in the CBE-cov image 604, CBE error regions 606 caused
by the tail artifact phenomenon 605 are displayed with a color different from the other regions.
[0082] FIG. 7 shows candidate error images according to an embodiment of the present disclosure. FIG. 7 shows a
CBE-cov image 701, an ES-cov image 702, and a FS-cov image 703 which include candidate error images.
[0083] Colors of pixels of the candidate error images correspond to colors of the color reference information 704. Color
values of the color reference information 704 indicate a distribution and size of errors. Accordingly, the candidate error
images are represented by colors corresponding to the distribution of errors and size of errors in each pixel according
to the color reference information 704. However, it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in that art that the reference
of color values of the color reference information 704 may vary according to a use environment.
[0084] Referring back to FIG. 2, as described with reference to FIG. 6 above, the candidate error image generating
unit 4220 (FIG. 2) generates candidate error images respectively corresponding to candidate temperature images gen-
erated by the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210 (FIG. 2). That is, according to the current embodiment,
the candidate error image generating unit 4220 (FIG. 2) may generate at least two candidate error images selected from
the group including the ES-cov image, the CBE-cov image, and the FS-cov image.
[0085] The merging unit 430 may merge the candidate temperature images by applying different accuracies of the
temperature determining methods to the candidate temperature images generated by the candidate temperature image
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generating unit 4210.
[0086] In more detail, the merging unit 430 may merge the candidate temperature images by calculating final temper-
ature information (or Fusion temperature information) using temperature information contained in each of the candidate
temperature images and error information contained in each of the candidate error images. That is, the merging unit
430 merges different temperature information detected by each of the temperature determining methods, resulting in
generating the final temperature information.
[0087] Furthermore, the merging unit 430 may further merge the error information contained in each of the candidate
error images generated by the candidate error image generating unit 4220, resulting in the generating of final error
information.
[0088] That is, the merging unit 430 calculates the final temperature information by merging the candidate temperature
images, and calculates the final error information by merging the candidate error images. In this regard, the merging
unit 430 merges temperature information represented by pixels respectively corresponding to the candidate temperature
images. In addition, the merging unit 430 merges error information represented by pixels respectively corresponding to
the candidate error images. This is because pixels corresponding to the candidate temperature images and candidate
error images indicate the same position in the human body.
[0089] The merging unit 430 may merge the candidate temperature images by respectively allocating weights that
correspond to the accuracies of the temperature determining methods to the temperature information contained in each
of the candidate temperature images. For example, a relatively large weight may be allocated to temperature information
of a first temperature determining method that is determined to be accurate over a given range, while a relatively small
weight may be allocated to temperature information of a second temperature determining method that is determined to
be relatively inaccurate over the given range.
[0090] For example, when the merging unit 430 merges the candidate temperature images of the CBE image and the
ES image, the merging unit 430 may perform the merging process using Equations 1 and 2.
[0091]

[0092]

[0093] Here, T is temperature, and σ2 is a distribution of temperature error. CBE refers to the CBE method, ES refers
to the ES method, and Fusion refers to the CBE + ES method. Thus, σ2Fusion refers to final error information, and
TFusion refers to final temperature information.
[0094] As another example, when the merging unit 430 merges the candidate temperature images of the CBE image,
the ES image, and the FS image, the merging unit 430 may perform the merging process using Equations 3 and 4.
[0095]
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[0096]

[0097] Here, T is temperature, and σ2 is a distribution of temperature error. CBE refers to the CBE method, ES refers
to the ES method, FS refers to the FS method, and Fusion refers to the CBE + ES + FS method. Thus, σ2Fusion refers
to final error information, and TFusion refers to final temperature information.
[0098] The merging unit 430 may merge the candidate temperature images or the candidate error images using the
equations above. However, the current embodiment is not limited to the equations above, and it will be apparent to one
of ordinary skill in the art that any other method of respectively applying different weights to accuracies of the temperature
determining methods may be used.
[0099] The final temperature image generating unit 4230 may generate a final temperature image based on the final
temperature information merged by the merging unit 430. In addition, the final error image generating unit 4240 may
generate the final error image based on final error information merged by the merging unit 430.
[0100] As a result, the final temperature image represents the result of merging the plurality of candidate temperature
images obtained by different temperature determining methods, and the final error image represents the result of merging
the plurality of candidate error images according to the accuracies of the different temperature determining methods.
[0101] FIG. 8 shows a final temperature image and a final error image according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. FIG. 8 shows a final temperature image 801 (fusion image) produced by merging the CBE image, the ES
image, and the FS image, which are candidate temperature images, and a final error image 802 (fusion-cov image)
produced by merging the CBE-cov image, the ES-cov image, and the FS-cov image, which are candidate error images.
[0102] When the candidate error images are compared with the final error image, an overall error of the final error
image is reduced compared with those of any individual one of the candidate error images. Accordingly, when the
candidate temperature images are compared with the final temperature image, the tail artifact phenomenon of the CBE
image is reduced in the final temperature image. In addition, while the ES image has low position accuracy of a focus
region at high temperatures, the position accuracy of the focus is relatively high in the final temperature image. This is
because only the results of the temperature determining methods with high accuracy are merged from the temperature
determining methods.
[0103] FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a monitored temperature according to an embodiment of the present disclosure
compared with a monitored temperature according to general methods. FIG. 9 shows temperature changes of the
treatment site 610 (FIG. 1) while a treatment using therapeutic ultrasound is performed. When using each of the CBE
method, the ES method, and the FS method alone, a temperature variation (thermocouple) cannot be accurately detected
at a temperature ranging from about 50°C to about 60 °C where the treatment is completed. According to the current
embodiment, however, the temperature variation (thermocouple) may be accurately detected by the Fusion method at
a temperature ranging from about 36°C to about 58°C where the treatment begins and completed. Meanwhile, the graph
of FIG. 9 only illustrates the results of simulations, and thus the current embodiment is not limited to the results of FIG. 9.
[0104] Referring back to FIG. 2, the display control unit 440 may control the display device 50 such that at least one
of the candidate temperature images, the candidate error images, the final temperature image, and the final error image
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is displayed in the display device 50 (FIG. 1). That is, the display control unit 440 controls the display device 50 such
that only an image which a user desires to display is displayed.
[0105] According to a user environment, the display control unit 440 may control the display device 50 such that only
the temperature information of the treatment site 610 (FIG. 1) contained in the candidate temperature images or the
final temperature image may be displayed. That is, for example, only information of the temperature variation according
to the Fusion method shown in FIG. 9 may be displayed. Furthermore, the display control unit 440 may control the
display device 50 such that only the error information of the treatment site 610 (FIG. 1) contained in the candidate error
images or the final error image may be displayed.
[0106] As described above, the temperature monitoring device 40 according to the current embodiment provides the
final temperature information produced by the merging of the results from different temperature determining methods,
rather than using one temperature determining method, so that the temperature may be accurately monitored over a
relatively wide range of temparatures.
[0107] Referring back to FIG. 1, the control device 30 controls operations and functions of the therapeutic ultrasound
device 10 and the diagnostic ultrasound device 20.
[0108] According to another embodiment of the present disclosure, the control device 30 may control the therapeutic
ultrasound device 10 such that the therapeutic ultrasound is automatically irradiated until the temperature of the treatment
site 610 in the final temperature image generated by the temperature monitoring device 40 reaches a predetermined level.
[0109] That is, when the position of the treatment site 610 is recognized in the final temperature image, the temperature
monitoring device 40 may monitor the temperature variation of the treatment site 610 in real time. Accordingly, the control
device 30 may control the therapeutic ultrasound device 10 such that the irradiation of the therapeutic ultrasound is
terminated when the temperature of the treatment site 610 reaches a predetermined level while continuously receiving
the results of monitoring the temperature of the treatment site 610. In this regard, the predetermined level indicates a
temperature at which the treatment has been completed.
[0110] The display device 50 includes a device that displays an image generated by the image generating unit 420,
which image is received from the display control unit 440 (FIG. 2). The user may monitor temperature by identifying the
temperature image or the error image displayed by the display device 50 while the ultrasound treatment is being per-
formed. The display device 50 may include a device used for displaying visible information in order to report information
to the user, for example, a general monitor, a LCD monitor, a LED monitor, and a scale-display device.
[0111] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method of monitoring temperature using ultrasound according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 10, the method of monitoring temperature using ultrasound according to the
current embodiment includes operations performed sequentially by the system for treatment and diagnosis 1 using
ultrasound shown in FIG. 1 or the temperature monitoring device 40 shown in FIG. 2. Thus, descriptions given above
in relation to FIGS. 1 and 2 may also be applied to the method of monitoring temperature using ultrasound and thus will
not be provided here.
[0112] In operation 1001, an echo signal of diagnostic ultrasound irradiated to a treatment site is acquired, for example
by the acquisition unit 410.
[0113] In operation 1002, candidate temperature images from the echo signal acquired using different temperature
determining methods are generated so as to correspond to each of the temperature determining methods, for example
by the candidate temperature image generating unit 4210.
[0114] In operation 1003, the candidate temperature images are merged by applying different accuracies of the tem-
perature determining methods to the candidate temperature images, for example by the merging unit 430.
[0115] In operation 1004, a final temperature image based on the merging is generated, for example, by the final
temperature image generating unit.
[0116] As described above, according to one or more of the above embodiments of the present disclosure, accurate
final temperature information may be provided as a result of merging the results obtained from different temperature
determining methods rather than using one temperature determining method in isolation. In particular, the temperature
of the treatment site may be accurately monitored at high temperatures while the ultrasound treatment is performed,
and thus ultrasound treatment may be efficiently performed, for example, a treatment time may be reduced. In addition,
since the ultrasound treatment is performed using the temperature images of the treatment site and the peripheral areas
thereof, normal tissues of the peripheral areas of the treatment site may be prevented from being damaged by the
therapeutic ultrasound.
[0117] Meanwhile, embodiments of the present disclosure can be written as computer programs or program instructions
and can be implemented in general-use digital computers that execute the programs using a non-transitory computer-
readable recording medium. The computer readable code can be recorded/transferred on a medium in a variety of ways.
[0118] The media may also include, alone or in combination with the program instructions, data files, data structures,
and the like. Examples of non-transitory computer-readable media include magnetic media such as hard disks, floppy
disks, and magnetic tape; optical media such as CD ROM discs and DVDs; magneto-optical media such as optical discs;
and hardware devices that are specially configured to store and perform program instructions, such as read-only memory
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(ROM), random access memory (RAM), flash memory, and the like.
[0119] Examples of program instructions include both machine code, such as produced by a compiler, and files
containing higher level code that may be executed by the computer using an interpreter. The described hardware devices
may be configured to act as one or more software modules in order to perform the operations of the above-described
embodiments, or vice versa. Any one or more of the software modules described herein may be executed by a dedicated
processor unique to that unit or by a processor common to one or more of the modules. The described methods may
be executed on a general purpose computer or processor or may be executed on a particular machine such as the
device described herein.
[0120] It should be understood that the exemplary embodiments described herein should be considered in a descriptive
sense only and not for purposes of limitation. Descriptions of features or aspects within each embodiment should typically
be considered as available for other similar features or aspects in other embodiments.

Claims

1. A device for monitoring temperature using ultrasound, the device comprising:

an acquisition unit arranged to acquire an echo signal of diagnostic ultrasound irradiated to a treatment site;
a candidate temperature image generating unit arranged to generate candidate temperature images from the
acquired echo signal using different temperature determining methods, where each of the candidate temperature
images corresponds to one of the respective temperature determining methods;
a merging unit arranged to merge the generated candidate temperature images by combining portions of the
generated candidate temperature images according to relative accuracies of the portions of the generated
candidate temperature images; and
a final temperature image generating unit arranged to generate and output a final temperature image based on
the merged results.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the temperature determining methods comprise methods of determining a temperature
by detecting different types of waveform variations from the echo signal.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the different types of waveform variations comprise at least two of echo time variation,
amplitude variation, and shape variation of the echo signal.

4. The device of claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the merging unit is arranged to merge temperature information represented
by pixels respectively corresponding to a same position of the candidate temperature images.

5. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the merging unit is arranged to merge the generated candidate tem-
perature images by respectively applying different weights based on the accuracies to temperature information of
the generated candidate temperature images.

6. The device of any preceding claim, further comprising:

at least an ultrasound device arranged to irradiate diagnostic ultrasound to the treatment site and to receive an
echo signal of the diagnostic ultrasound;
a temperature monitoring device arranged to acquire the received echo signal, to generate candidate temper-
ature images from the echo signal by using different temperature determining methods where each of the
candidate temperature images corresponds to one of the temperature determining methods, to merge the
generated candidate temperature images by applying different accuracies of the temperature determining meth-
ods to the generated candidate temperature images, and to generate a final temperature image based on the
merging; and
a display device arranged to display at least one of the candidate temperature images and the final temperature
image.

7. A method of monitoring temperature using ultrasound, the method comprising:

acquiring an echo signal of diagnostic ultrasound that is irradiated to a treatment site;
generating candidate temperature images from the echo signal using different temperature determining methods,
where each of the candidate temperature images corresponds to one of the respective temperature determining
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methods;
merging the generated candidate temperature images by combining portions of the generated candidate tem-
perature images according to relative accuracies of the portions of the generated candidate temperature images;
and
generating and outputting a final temperature image based on the merging.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the temperature determining methods comprise methods of determining a temper-
ature by detecting different types of waveform variations in response to temperature variations of the treatment site
from the echo signal.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the different types of waveform variations comprise at least two of echo time variation,
amplitude variation, and shape variation of the echo signal.

10. The method of any one or more than one of the preceding claims 7 - 9, wherein the temperature determining methods
have accuracies that are different from each other at different temperature ranges.

11. The method of any one or more than one of the preceding claims 7 - 10, wherein the merging is performed by
merging temperature information represented by pixels respectively corresponding to a same position of the can-
didate temperature images.

12. The method of any one or more than one of the preceding claims 7 - 11, wherein the merging is performed by
applying different weights, based on the accuracies, to temperature information of the generated candidate temper-
ature images.

13. The method of any one or more than one of the preceding claims 7 - 12, further comprising calculating errors of
temperature information comprised in each of the generated candidate temperature images respectively based on
accuracies of the temperature determining methods,
wherein the merging is performed by merging the generated candidate temperature images by calculating final
temperature information by using the temperature information contained in each of the generated candidate tem-
perature images and the calculated errors.

14. The method of any one or more than one of the preceding claims 7 - 13, further comprising generating candidate
error images of the generated candidate temperature images which represent the calculated errors.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the merging further comprises merging the generated candidate error images by
calculating final error information by merging the error information contained in each of the generated candidate
error images, and generating a final error image using the final error information.
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