EP 1923 002 A1

(1 9) Europaisches

: Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(11) EP 1923 002 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
21.05.2008 Bulletin 2008/21

(21) Application number: 07018335.5

(22) Date of filing: 19.09.2007

(51) IntCL:

A61B 8/00 (2006:01) GO6F 19/00 (2006.01)

G06Q 50/00 (2096.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CHCY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE
SI SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL BA HR MK RS

(30) Priority: 20.11.2006 KR 20060114653

(71) Applicant: MEDISON CO., LTD.
Kangwon-do 250-870 (KR)

(72) Inventors:

Kim, Jae Gyoung
Seoul 135-280 (KR)
¢ Song, Young Seuk
Seoul 135-280 (KR)
e Ahn, Mi Jeoung
Seoul 135-280 (KR)

(74) Representative: Schmid, Wolfgang

Lorenz & Kollegen

Patent- und Rechtsanwaltskanzlei
Alte Ulmer Strasse 2

D-89522 Heidenheim (DE)
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(57)  The present invention is directed to a method of
providing software contents through a communication
network, comprising the steps of: (a) arranging a contents
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contents providing system; (b) connecting the ultrasound
diagnostic device to the contents providing system
through the communication network; (c) uploading first
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Description

[0001] The present application claims priority from Ko-
rean Patent Application No. 10-2006-0114653 filed on
November 20, 2006, the entire subject matter of which
is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND
1. Field

[0002] Thepresentinventiongenerallyrelatestoasys-
tem and method for providing contents to be used in an
ultrasound diagnostic device.

2. Background

[0003] An ultrasound diagnostic device has a wide
range of applications and has become one of the impor-
tant diagnostic devices. Specifically, due to its non-inva-
sive and non-destructive nature, the ultrasound diagnos-
tic device has been extensively used in the medical pro-
fession. Modern high-performance ultrasound diagnostic
devices are commonly used to produce two or three-di-
mensional images of internal features of an object.
[0004] Generally, an ultrasound diagnostic device
comprises software for driving a tool and producing two
or three-dimensional images of internal features of an
object. Further, the ultrasound diagnostic device may
comprise various tools for obtaining two or three-dimen-
sional images of internal features of an object or for im-
proving image quality of said images by modifying their
image settings. These tools and software are provided
by the manufacturer of the ultrasound diagnostic device
or by a third party. Such tools and software can be up-
dated with new versions.

[0005] When a new version of software is developed,
the manufacturer of the ultrasound diagnostic device (or
a third party) must typically visit the location where the
ultrasound diagnostic device is installed (e.g., medical
center) in order to install the new version to update the
software included in the device. This requires alot of time
and effort. For example, although a new version of a tool
is developed to reflect various guidelines for obtaining
heart images presented by relevant societies such as
ASE and ACC, itis difficult to share and manage the new
version.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] Arrangements and embodiments may be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the following drawings
in which like reference numerals refer to like elements
and wherein:

[0007] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system
for providing contents to be used in an ultrasound diag-
nostic device in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;
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[0008] FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing procedures for
providing contents in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention;

[0009] FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing procedures for
downloading contents in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention; and

[0010] FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing procedures for
uploading contents in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT INVEN-
TION

[0011] A detailed description may be provided with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings. One of ordinary
skill in the art may realize that the following description
is illustrative only and is not in any way limiting. Other
embodiments of the present invention may readily sug-
gest themselves to such skilled persons having the ben-
efit of this disclosure.

[0012] FIG. 1 illustrates a scheme for a system 100
adapted to provide contents to be used in an ultrasound
diagnostic device in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, such a sys-
tem 100 is connected to an ultrasound diagnostic device
200 through the Internet 300 and comprises a database
110 and a contents server 120. The Internet 300 should
be interpreted and understood as a communication net-
work wherein conventional wired and wireless commu-
nication networks are interconnected. The ultrasound di-
agnostic device 200 may be any device, which can obtain
ultrasound images of an object.

[0013] AsshowninFIG. 1, the database 110 compris-
es a membership database 111, a contents database
112 and a point database 113.

[0014] The membership database 111 stores informa-
tion associated with members registered to the contents
providing system 100 ("membership information"). In par-
ticular, the membership database 111 may store mem-
bership information including the names, addresses,
phone numbers, e-mail addresses, IDs and passwords
of the members using the ultrasound diagnostic device
200 and registered to the contents providing system 100.
[0015] The contents database 112 stores contents,
which may be used in the ultrasound diagnostic device
200. For example, such contents may include the follow-
ing: a software update to update the software for driving
and operating the ultrasound diagnostic 200, as well as
to obtain two or three-dimensional images of internal fea-
tures of an object; a tool for setting a probe according to
patient status and diagnosed parts; an image setting tool
for obtaining optimal images by adjusting images accord-
ing to the patient status and diagnosed parts; a measure
table tool for each application; and a measure report. A
measure table may include reference values for respec-
tive body parts of a fetus, which are classified according
to weekly development stage.

[0016] The point database 113 stores information re-
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garding the ID and points of each of the members.
[0017] The contents server 120 manages contents in-
putted to or outputted from the database 110. According
to one embodiment of the present invention, the contents
server 120 provides a web page for uploading and down-
loading contents to the ultrasound diagnostic device 200
connected to the contents providing system 100. The
web page may be implemented with HTML (Hyper-Text
Markup Language) and/or WMI, (Wireless Markup Lan-
guage), which may be accessed by the ultrasound diag-
nostic device 200. The contents server 120 stores the
contents uploaded from the ultrasound diagnostic device
200 in the contents database 112 and updates point data
inthe pointdatabase 113 by adding predetermined points
to the points of the member who has uploaded the con-
tents. The contents server 120 retrieves the contents,
which the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 requests to
download from the contents database 112, and obtains
the contents to be downloaded to the ultrasound diag-
nostic device 200. Further, the contents server 120 up-
dates point data in the point database 113 by subtracting
predetermined points from the points of the member who
has downloaded the contents. The contents server 120
further comprises a communication module (not shown)
connected to the contents providing system 100 through
the Internet 300.

[0018] The procedures for providing contents in ac-
cordance with the embodiment of the present invention
are explained below with reference to FIGS. 2-4.
[0019] As shown in FIG. 2, when the ultrasound diag-
nostic device connects to the contents providing system
100 through the Internet 300, the contents server 120
provides a web page for contents upload/download to
the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 (S102) and then
performs verification process on the ultrasound diagnos-
tic device 200 (S104). The verification process is per-
formed by comparing the ID and password entered into
the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 with the member-
ship information stored in the membership database 111.
[0020] The contents server 120 performs the verifica-
tion process to determine whether the user of the ultra-
sound diagnostic device 200 is registered to the contents
providing system 100 (S106). If the user of the ultrasound
diagnostic device 200 is not a registered user, then the
contents server 120 performs a new user registration
process (S108). The new user registration process may
be implemented by using well-known techniques. Thus,
detailed explanations thereon are omitted herein.
[0021] If the user of the ultrasound diagnostic device
200 is a registered user, then the contents server 120
determines whether a predetermined menu arranged in
the web page is selected (S110). For the sake of con-
venience, it is assumed that an upload menu for upload-
ing contents to the contents providing system 100 and a
download menu for downloading contents from the con-
tents providing system 100 are included in the web page.
However, one of ordinary skill in the art understands that
various types of menus may be added to the web page
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as necessary.
[0022] If it is determined that the download menu is
selected in S110, then the contents server 120 performs
a contents download process (S112). If it is determined
that the upload menu is selected in S110, then the con-
tents server 120 performs a contents upload process
(S114). The steps S112 and S114 will be explained with
reference to FIGS. 3 and 4.

[0023] As shown in FIG. 3, the contents server 120
refers to the contents database 112 (S202) and gener-
ates a list of contents stored in the contents database
112 (S204). Further, the contents server 120 provides
the list to the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 (S206).
[0024] When some contents are selected by the ultra-
sound diagnostic device 200 (S208), the contents server
120 refers to the point database 113 (S210) and deter-
mines whether the user of the ultrasound diagnostic de-
vice 200 (i.e., registered member) has enough points for
downloading the contents (S212).

[0025] If it is determined that the member does not
have enough points for the download in S212, then the
contents server 120 requests for point accumulation to
the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 (S220). Such point
accumulation may be performed by uploading contents
or purchasing extra points for cash or credit cards. Since
the point purchase for cash or credit cards may be im-
plemented by using well-known purchase processes, de-
tailed explanations thereon are omitted herein.

[0026] Ifitis determined that the member has enough
points for downloading the contents in S212, then the
contents server 120 reduces the points of the member
who has requested to download the contents (S214).
That is, the contents server 120 updates the member’s
points by subtracting predetermined contents download
points from the points stored in the point database 113.
[0027] The contents server 120 retrieves the contents
selected by the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 from
the contents database 112 (S216) and provides the con-
tents to the ultrasound diagnostic device 200. That is,
the contents server obtains the contents to be download-
ed to the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 through the
Internet 300 (S218).

[0028] As shown in FIG. 4, the contents server 120
requests the ultrasound diagnostic device 200 to upload
contents (S302). When contents are uploaded from the
ultrasound diagnostic device 200 (S304), the uploaded
contents are stored in the contents database 112 (S306)
and predetermined points are given to the member who
has uploaded the contents (S308). That is, the contents
server 120 updates the member’s points by adding pre-
determined contents upload points to the points stored
in the point database 113.

[0029] In accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a contents providing
system accessible by an ultrasound diagnostic device
through a communication network, which comprises: a
database adapted to store a plurality of software con-
tents; and a server operable to store first software con-
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tents uploaded from the ultrasound diagnostic device in
said database, said server being responsive to a down-
load request for second software contents from the ul-
trasound diagnostic device to retrieve the second soft-
ware contents from said database for provision to the
ultrasound diagnostic device.

[0030] In accordance with one embodiment of the
presentinvention, thereis provided a method of providing
contents by using a contents providing system intercon-
nected with an ultrasound diagnostic device through a
communication network, which comprises: (a) arranging
a contents database to store a plurality of software con-
tents in the contents providing system; (b) connecting
the ultrasound diagnostic device to the contents provid-
ing system through the communication network; (c) up-
loading first software contents from the ultrasound diag-
nostic device to the contents providing system to store
the first software contents in the contents database; and
(d) upon a download request for second software con-
tents from the ultrasound diagnostic device, retrieving
the second software contents from the contents database
to provide the second software contents to the ultrasound
diagnostic device.

[0031] Any reference in this specification to "one em-
bodiment," "an embodiment," "example embodiment,"
etc., means that a particular feature, structure or charac-
teristic described in connection with the embodiment is
included in at least one embodiment of the present in-
vention. The appearances of such phrases in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring
to the same embodiment. Further, when a particular fea-
ture, structure or characteristic is described in connection
with any embodiment, it is submitted that it is within the
purview of one skilled in the art to effect such feature,
structure or characteristic in connection with other ones
of the embodiments.

[0032] Although embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments
thereof, it should be understood that numerous other
modifications and embodiments can be devised by those
skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope
of the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, nu-
merous variations and modifications are possible in the
component parts and/or arrangements of the subject
combination arrangement within the scope of the disclo-
sure, the drawings and the appended claims. In addition
to variations and modifications in the component parts
and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art.

Claims
1. A contents providing system accessible by an ultra-
sound diagnostic device through a communication

network, comprising:

adatabase for storing a plurality of software con-
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tents; and

a server for storing first software contents up-
loaded from the ultrasound diagnostic device in
said database, said server being responsive to
a download request for second software con-
tents from the ultrasound diagnostic device to
retrieve the second software contents from said
database and provide the same to the ultra-
sound diagnostic device.

The contents providing system of Claim 1, wherein
the plurality of software contents comprise software
for driving and operating the ultrasound diagnostic
device.

The contents providing system of Claim 1, wherein
said database comprises:

a membership database for storing information
on members registered to said contents provid-
ing system;

a contents database for storing the first and sec-
ond software contents; and

a point database for storing information on
points of each of the members.

The contents providing system of Claim 3, wherein
said server generates a list of the software contents
stored in said contents database so as to provide
the same to the ultrasound diagnostic device; upon
receiving contents selection information from the ul-
trasound diagnostic device, retrieves software con-
tents corresponding to the contents selection infor-
mation from said contents database so as to provide
the same to the ultrasound diagnostic device; and
subtracts predetermined download points for down-
loading the software contents from the points stored
in said point database.

The contents providing system of Claim 3, wherein
said server stores the first software contents upload-
ed from the ultrasound diagnostic device in said con-
tents database upon an upload request from the ul-
trasound diagnostic device and adds predetermined
upload points for uploading the software contents to
the points stored in said point database.

A method of providing contents by using a contents
providing system interconnected with an ultrasound
diagnostic device through a communication network,
comprising:

(a) arranging a contents database to store a plu-
rality of software contents in the contents pro-
viding system;

(b) connecting the ultrasound diagnostic device
to the contents providing system through the
communication network;



7 EP 1923 002 A1

(c) uploading first software contents from the ul-
trasound diagnostic device to the contents pro-
viding system to store the first software contents

in the contents database; and

(d) upon a download request for second soft- &
ware contents from the ultrasound diagnostic
device, retrieving the second software contents
from the contents database to provide the sec-

ond software contents to the ultrasound diag-
nostic device. 10

The method of Claim 6, wherein the plurality of soft-
ware contents comprise software for driving and op-
erating said ultrasound diagnostic device.

15
The method of Claim 6, wherein the contents pro-
viding system comprises a point database for storing
information on points of each of members registered
to the contents providing system, and wherein the
step (¢) comprises: 20

(c1) requesting the ultrasound diagnostic device

to upload the first software contents;

(c2) storing the first software contents uploaded
from the ultrasound diagnosticdeviceinthecon- 25
tents database;

(c3) adding predetermined upload points for up-
loading the first software contents to the points
stored in the point database.

30
The method of Claim 6, wherein the contents pro-
viding system comprises a point database for storing
information on points of each of members registered
to the contents providing system, and wherein the
step (d) comprises: 35

(d1) generating a list of the software contents
stored in the contents database;

(d2) providing the list to the ultrasound diagnos-

tic device; 40
(d3) receiving contents selection information
from the ultrasound diagnostic device;

(d4) retrieving software contents corresponding

to the contents selection information from the
contents database to provide the contentstothe 45
ultrasound diagnostic device; and

(d5) subtracting predetermined download points

for downloading the contents from the points

stored in the point database.
50

55
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