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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus, and more particularly relates to an
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus capable of displaying an
endoscopic optical image, an ultrasonic tomographic im-
age, and a blood flow dynamic state image (information)
in a body cavity that are generated by an ultrasonic en-
doscope on a monitor by arbitrarily combining them in
response to a request from a surgeon.

Background Art

[0002] An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus which irra-
diates an ultrasonic pulse to the interior of a subject, re-
ceive the reflected wave of the ultrasonic pulse reflected
from tissues in the interior of the subject, performs a pre-
determined signal processing to the received reflected
wave signal, and obtain a tissue tomographic image has
been used in the medical field.
[0003] Further, in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus,
in addition to the generation of the tissue tomographic
image of the interior of the subject, the Doppler function
is used that uses a Doppler effect in which frequencies
of an ultrasonic pulse projected to a moving part shift
according to moving velocities of the moving part to ob-
serve a blood flow dynamic state of the interior of the
subject.
[0004] In the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, by dis-
playing the tomographic image and the blood flow dy-
namic state image (referred to as color flow image) of
the living body tissue in the subject on monitors at the
same time, a surgeon and the like can readily understand
to which part of the interior of the subject the blood flow
dynamic state image (information) being observed be-
longs.
[0005] On the other hand, as an apparatus for obtain-
ing an image of a body cavity of a subject, an endoscope
is known whose insertion part is inserted into the interior
of the subject and obtains an optical image of the interior
of the subject. However, the diagnosis of the interior of
the subject using the endoscope is performed based on
limited information only about a surface of the interior of
the subject in which the endoscope is inserted, and it is
not possible to clearly observe a degree of progress to
deep part by a tumor, etc. In order to observe the deep
part, an ultrasonic endoscope provided with an ultrasonic
transducer on a tip end of the endoscope has come into
use.
[0006] The diagnosis of the interior of the subject can
be performed, by the ultrasonic endoscope, by using both
images; an endoscopic optical image of the interior of
the subject obtained by the observation optical system
provided on the tip end of the insertion part to be inserted
into the subject, and an ultrasonic tomographic image of
deep part of the living body tissue irradiated by the trans-

ducer. Further, in the ultrasonic endoscope, by using the
above-described Doppler function, it is possible to ob-
serve the dynamic state of the blood flow of deep part in
the subject in real time.
[0007] Thus, by using the ultrasonic endoscope, it is
possible to diagnose with images including the endo-
scopic optical image of the interior of the subject which
has color variation, the ultrasonic tomographic image of
deep part which is represented by a black and white gra-
dation, and the blood flow dynamic image (information)
represented by a color tone based on read and blue.
[0008] And now, in general, when displaying an optical
image such as an endoscopic image, a color temperature
is set according to hue of the interior of a body cavity. On
the other hand, in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, a
tomographic image in a depth direction of a part to be
observed is represented by an image of black and white
gradation, and a direction of blood flow and speed are
represented by coloring in a Doppler mode.
[0009] Although the representing method of the blood
flow dynamic state differs, a method of displaying a blood
flow signal on a monitor using an endoscopic image and
the Doppler effect is proposed in United States Patent
No. 6217519. In an ultrasonic endoscope proposed in
the United States Patent No. 6217519, the endoscopic
optical image and the image of blood flow dynamic state
are always displayed on each position on the monitor
and sizes of the displayed images are not changed.
[0010] Moreover, in general, the ultrasonic endoscope
is used in combination with an ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus which generates an ultrasonic tomographic im-
age and an endoscope video processor which generates
an endoscopic image, and the ultrasonic tomographic
image generated by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
and the endoscopic optical image generated by the en-
doscope video processor are displayed on each monitor
respectively.
[0011] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 1, an endoscopic
image monitor 1, an endoscopic video processor 2, and
an endoscopic light source 3 are mounted on an endo-
scopic system trolley 4 and an ultrasonic endoscope X
is connected to the endoscopic video processor 2 and
an endoscopic light source 3. Further, in order to gener-
ate an ultrasonic image, on a trolley different from the
endoscopic system trolley 4, an ultrasonic image monitor
5 and an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 6 are mounted,
and the ultrasonic endoscope X is also connected to the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 6.
[0012] In the above-described connecting structure, a
method of obtaining an endoscopic image by using the
ultrasonic endoscope X will be described. The ultrasonic
endoscope X irradiates illumination light irradiated from
the endoscopic light source 3 from the tip end part of the
insertion part. The interior of the subject illuminated by
the illumination light is captured by an objective optical
system provided in the tip end part of the insertion part
and a solid-state image pickup device provided on a focus
position of the objective optical system. The captured
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image signal is processed in the endoscopic video proc-
essor 2 with a predetermined signal processing, and dis-
played on the endoscopic image monitor 1 as an endo-
scopic image.
[0013] Next, a method of obtaining an ultrasonic image
by using the ultrasonic endoscope X will be described.
The ultrasonic endoscope X transmits an ultrasonic wave
by drive controlling the ultrasonic transducer provided on
the tip end part of the insertion part by the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus 6 and receives the returned ultra-
sonic wave. To the received ultrasonic wave, the prede-
termined signal processing is performed, and the ultra-
sonic image is displayed on monitor 5 as an ultrasonic
tomographic image.
[0014] In the above example, the case in which the
ultrasonic endoscope X which has the ultrasonic trans-
ducer provided on the tip end part of the insertion part is
applied is described. However, an ultrasonic probe which
has a built-in ultrasonic transducer inserted from the tip
end of the insertion part and protruded by using a forceps
channel of an endoscope (not shown) can be applied.
Moreover, the shape of the ultrasonic transducer (not
shown) can be configured not only by single ultrasonic
transducer but also by a plurality of ultrasonic transduc-
ers. The shape of the structure is not limited, and may
be a fan shape, a linear shape, a radial shape, etc.
[0015] In such an ultrasonic endoscope system, when
a surgeon inserts the insertion part of the ultrasonic en-
doscope into the interior of the subject, he performs the
insertion while watching the endoscopic optical image
displayed on the endoscopic image monitor 1. When the
surgeon confirms that the tip end part of the insertion part
of the ultrasonic endoscope reaches the observation tar-
get part from the endoscopic optical image displayed on
the endoscopic image monitor 1, the surgeon performs
the generating operation of an ultrasonic tomographic
image by driving the ultrasonic transducer by the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus 6, and performs a diagnostic
observation with the tomographic image while shifting
his sight line to the ultrasonic tomographic image dis-
played on the ultrasonic image monitor 5. Accordingly,
the surgeon has to turn his eyes from the endoscopic
image monitor 1 which displays the endoscopic optical
image to the ultrasonic image monitor 5 which displays
the ultrasonic tomographic image during the endoscopic
observation, and that is a burden to the surgeon in the
endoscopic observation.
[0016] As described above, if the endoscopic optical
image and the ultrasonic tomographic image are dis-
played on the different monitors, the surgeon is burdened
because he has to shift his sight line. Therefore, in order
to reduce the surgeon’s burden, it is performed that an
image output cable of the endoscope video processor 2
and an image output cable of the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 6 are connected to the same monitor through
a switching device, and by switching the connection by
the switching device, the endoscopic optical image and
the ultrasonic tomographic image are displayed on the

same monitor thus reducing the burden of the surgeon
in shifting the sight line. However, since either of the en-
doscopic optical image or the ultrasonic tomographic im-
age is displayed, in order to confirm whether the part
projected by the ultrasonic tomographic image is the ex-
pected diagnostic target part or not by using the optical
image, the switching operation is necessary. As a result,
in the method, the time period necessary for diagnosing
becomes long since it is necessary to frequently perform
the switching operation to confirm the diagnostic part to
be observed.
[0017] Meanwhile, as described above, the endoscop-
ic optical image is a colorful image, the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image is a monochrome image represented by
the black and white gradation and the blood flow dynamic
state image (information) is a color image which varies
with respect to each step. In order to diagnose by using
these images, it is necessary that each image is dis-
played on monitors in optimum image quality.
[0018] However, as described above, if displaying the
endoscopic optical image, the ultrasonic tomographic im-
age, and the blood flow dynamic state image (informa-
tion) on the same monitor through the switching device,
each time displaying each image on the monitor, image
quality adjustment is required, and the surgeon is forced
to perform a new operation, the image quality adjustment.
Further, if the plurality of images is displayed on the mon-
itor at the same time, since the image quality adjustment
is performed on the basis of one of these images, image
qualities of other images may not be optimized. Moreo-
ver, when the ultrasonic tomographic image and the en-
doscopic optical image are displayed at the same time
as described above, when the image quality adjustment
is performed on the monitor, either the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image or the endoscopic optical image is priori-
tized. Accordingly, between the ultrasonic image and the
endoscopic image displayed on the monitor, one of the
images is optimized, and in some diagnoses, the other
image is hard to see for diagnosis, and the surgeon feels
difficulty.
[0019] The present invention has been made in con-
sideration of the above, and an object of the present in-
vention is to provide an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
capable of displaying an endoscopic optical image, an
ultrasonic tomographic image, and a blood flow dynamic
state image on the same monitor, a display position or a
size of each image displayed on the monitor can be se-
lected by a surgeon, and each image can be adjusted
and displayed in optimal image quality, and providing a
circumstance in which the surgeon is able to diagnose
by using the displayed image optimized for the surgeon.
[0020] US 4,869,458 discloses an endoscope adapted
for generating an endoscope image, an ultrasonic probe
at a distal end thereof for generating an ultrasonic image,
and memory writing control means such that, when it is
commanded to view a moving ultrasonic image, a still
optical image can be viewed on the same monitor to the
side of the moving ultrasonic image in a smaller image
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display region. Similarly, a still ultrasonic image is dis-
played to the side of a moving optical image and in a
smaller image display region when it is commanded to
view the moving optical image.
[0021] US 2004/249287 discloses an ultrasonic diag-
nosis apparatus having an insertable probe and capable
of generating ultrasonic and tomographic images. Color
data regarding the tomographic image (such as blood
flow) are superposed on the tomographic image and out-
put.

Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0022] An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according
to claim 1 is provided. The ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus may be configured to transmit an ultrasonic wave to
the interior of a subject, receive the reflected wave from
a living body tissue, obtain an ultrasonic tomographic im-
age and a blood flow dynamic state image in the interior
of the subject, while obtain an optical image in the interior
of the subject, and display the ultrasonic tomographic
image, and the blood flow dynamic
state image, or the endoscopic optical image of the inte-
rior of the subject on a monitor. The ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus may have first region display means for dis-
playing the ultrasonic tomographic image or the endo-
scopic optical image on the display screen of the monitor,
second region display means for displaying the endo-
scopic optical image on a part of the display screen of
the monitor, third region display means for displaying the
blood flow dynamic state image on the display screen of
the monitor, and display image designation means hav-
ing display image identifying means for identifying image
information displayed on the monitor by the first region
display means, the second region display means, and
the third region display means, designates an image to
be displayed on the monitor by each region display
means.
[0023] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus may be
configured to transmit an ultrasonic wave to the interior
of a subject, receive the reflected wave from a living body
tissue, obtain an ultrasonic tomographic image and a
blood flow dynamic state image in the interior of the sub-
ject, while obtain an optical image in the interior of the
subject, and display the ultrasonic tomographic image,
and the blood flow dynamic state image, or the endo-
scopic optical image of the interior of the subject on a
monitor. The ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus has first region display means for displaying
the ultrasonic tomographic image or the endoscopic op-
tical image on the display screen of the monitor, second
region display means for displaying the endoscopic op-
tical image on a part of the display screen of the monitor,
third region display means for superimposing the blood
flow dynamic state image on the ultrasonic tomographic
image displayed on the display screen of the monitor,

and switching means for switching between the ultrason-
ic tomographic image and the endoscopic optical image
displayed on the monitor by the first region display means
while switching so as to display the endoscopic optical
image by the second region display means and/or the
blood flow dynamic state image by the third region display
means when the ultrasonic tomographic image is dis-
played by the first region display means.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0024]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an entire struc-
ture of a conventional ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus;
Fig. 2 through Fig. 5 relate to a first embodiment of
the present invention, in which Fig. 1 is a block dia-
gram illustrating a structure of an ultrasonic diagnos-
tic apparatus according to the first embodiment of
the present invention;
Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of an
image generating unit in the ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus shown in Fig. 2;
Fig. 4 is a view for explaining examples of displays
of images to be displayed on a monitor, in which (A)
and (B) are examples in which only a first display
region is displayed, (C) is an example in which the
first display region and a second display region are
displayed, (D) is an example in which the first display
region and a third display region are displayed, and
(E) is an example in which all of the first display re-
gion, the second display region, and the third display
region are displayed;
Fig. 5 is a flowchart for explaining operation of the
image generating unit;
Fig. 6 through Fig. 9 relate to a second embodiment
of the present invention of an ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus, in which Fig. 6 is a block diagram for ex-
plaining an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus;
Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an image com-
bining unit;
Fig. 8 is a view for explaining a CIE color tempera-
ture;
Fig. 9 is a scale mapping of a color flow image;
Fig. 10 through Fig. 13 relate to a third embodiment
of the present invention, in which Fig. 10 is a block
diagram illustrating an ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus;
Fig. 11 is a view for explaining a correspondence of
a memory map to a screen according to the third
embodiment; and
Fig. 12 is a flowchart for explaining a control method.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0025] Exemplary embodiments of an ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus according to the present invention will
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be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

EMBODIMENT 1

[0026] Fig. 2 through Fig. 5 relate to an ultrasonic di-
agnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment of
the present invention, Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating
a structure of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, Fig. 3
is a block diagram illustrating a structure of an image
generating unit in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
shown in Fig. 2, Fig. 4 is a view for explaining examples
of displays of images to be displayed on a monitor, and
Fig. 5 is a flowchart for explaining operation of the image
generating unit.
[0027] With reference to Fig. 2, the schematic structure
of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the
first embodiment will be described. The ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus has an ultrasonic probe 10, a switching
circuit (in the drawing, indicated as MUX, and hereinafter,
referred to as MUX) 7, a transmitting unit 8, a receiving
unit 9, an ultrasonic signal processing unit 11, an external
image interface unit (hereinafter, referred to as external
image I/F unit) 12, an image generating unit 13, a monitor
15, a control unit 16, and an operation unit 14.
[0028] The ultrasonic probe 10 is either of an ultrasonic
endoscope which has a built-in ultrasonic transducer for
transmitting and receiving an ultrasonic wave provided
on the tip end part of an endoscope insertion part with
an objective optical system, or an ultrasonic probe which
is inserted into a channel provided to an endoscope in-
sertion part and has an ultrasonic transducer for trans-
mitting and receiving an ultrasonic wave on the tip end
part. The ultrasonic probe 10 is inserted into a body cav-
ity, transmits an ultrasonic wave to a living body tissue
from the interior of the body cavity, and observes a living
body tissue tomogram and blood flow dynamic state by
using the reflected ultrasonic wave.
[0029] The MUX 7, to the ultrasonic probe 10, switches
signals between an ultrasonic transmission driving signal
transmitted from the transmitting unit 8 and a reflected
ultrasonic wave from the ultrasonic probe 10 to be pro-
vided to the receiving unit 9. The transmitting unit 8,
through the MUX 7, to the ultrasonic probe 10, generates
and provides an ultrasonic transmission driving signal.
The receiving unit 9, through the MUX 7, receives the
reflected ultrasonic wave from the ultrasonic probe 10,
and amplifies it to a signal of a predetermined value.
[0030] The ultrasonic signal processing unit 11 per-
forms a predetermined signal processing to the reflected
ultrasonic signal which is amplified by the receiving unit
9, and generates an ultrasonic tomographic image data
and a blood flow dynamic state information data. The
external image I/F unit 12 is an interface which uses a
signal captured and generated by a solid-state image
pickup device (not shown) provided in the objective op-
tical system on the tip end of the endoscope insertion
part, and incorporates endoscopic optical image data

generated in an endoscope video processor (not
shown)by performing a predetermined signal process-
ing.
[0031] The image generating unit 13 generates an im-
age to be displayed on the monitor 15 based on the image
data sent from the ultrasonic signal processing unit 11
and the external image I/F unit 12. The monitor 15 dis-
plays the image generated in the image generating unit
13.
[0032] The control unit 16 controls drive of the MUX 7,
the transmitting unit 8, the receiving unit 9, the ultrasonic
signal processing unit 11, and the image generating unit
13. The operation unit 14 is used by a surgeon to instruct
the control unit 16 to set an image to be processed in the
ultrasonic signal processing unit 11, select an image to
be displayed on the monitor 15 at the image generating
unit 13, adjust image quality, etc.
[0033] In the thus structured ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus, by instructions input by the surgeon from the
operation unit 14, the drive of the MUX 7, the transmitting
unit 8, the receiving unit 9, the ultrasonic signal process-
ing unit 11, and the image generating unit 13 is controlled
by the control unit 13. The transmitting unit 8, according
to a control by the control unit 16 in response to a B mode
which obtains an ultrasonic tomographic image for an
ultrasonic diagnosis input by the surgeon from the oper-
ation unit 14, or blood flow mode which obtains a blood
flow dynamic state by using a Doppler effect of ultrasonic
wave, generates an ultrasonic transmission signal cor-
responding to the input mode, and provides the signal to
the ultrasonic probe 10 through the MUX 7. In response
to the ultrasonic transmission signal, the ultrasonic probe
10 transmits an ultrasonic wave. The ultrasonic wave re-
flected by a living body tissue is received by the ultrasonic
probe 10 and converted into a reflection ultrasonic signal,
and through the MUX 7, output to the receiving unit 9.
That is, the MUX 7, under the control of the control unit
16, switches between the provision of the ultrasonic
transmission signal provided from the transmitting unit 8
to the ultrasonic probe 10 and the provision of a reflected
ultrasonic signal received and generated by the ultrason-
ic probe 10 to be provided to the receiving unit 9.
[0034] The reflected ultrasonic signal provided to the
receiving unit 9 is amplified to a predetermined level of
signal and output to the ultrasonic signal processing unit
11. The ultrasonic signal processing unit 11 generates
an ultrasonic tomographic image data and a blood flow
dynamic state information data in response to the B mode
which generates the ultrasonic tomographic image from
the ultrasonic wave transmitted from the ultrasonic probe
10 based on the ultrasonic transmission signal sent from
the transmitting unit 8, or in response to the blood flow
mode.
[0035] The ultrasonic tomographic image data and the
blood flow dynamic state information data generated in
the ultrasonic signal processing unit 11 are transferred
to the image generating unit 13. The image generating
unit 13 uses the endoscopic optical image data sent from
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the external image I/F unit 12 and the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image data and the blood flow dynamic state
information data sent from the ultrasonic signal process-
ing unit 11, according to the display style to display on
the monitor 15 input from the operation unit 14 by the
surgeon, generates a display image signal of the image
to be displayed on the monitor 15 under the control by
the control unit 16.
[0036] With reference to Fig. 3, structures of the ultra-
sonic signal processing unit 11 and the image generating
unit 13 will be described. The ultrasonic signal processing
unit 11 has a B mode processing section 17 which gen-
erates the ultrasonic tomographic image data, and a CFM
processing section 18 which generates the blood flow
image data as described above. The image generating
unit 13 has an endoscopic image memory 19, an ultra-
sonic tomographic image memory 20, a Doppler image
memory 21, a switching section 22, a first region display
memory 23, a second region display memory 24, a third
region display memory 25, a color correcting section 26,
an image combining section 27, and an image quality
adjustment interlocking section 46.
[0037] The endoscopic image memory 16 in the image
generating unit 13 stores the endoscopic optical image
data provided from the external image I/F unit 12. The
ultrasonic tomographic image memory 20 stores the ul-
trasonic tomographic data generated in the B mode
processing section 17 in the ultrasonic signal processing
unit 11. The Doppler image memory 21 stores the blood
flow dynamic state information data generated in the
CFM processing section 18 in the ultrasonic signal
processing unit 11.
[0038] The switching section 22 has terminals a and d
which are connected to the output of the endoscopic im-
age memory 19, terminals b and c which are connected
to the output of the ultrasonic tomographic image mem-
ory 20, a terminal e which is connected to the output of
the Doppler image memory 21, an armature x which
switches connection to the first region display memory
23 between the terminal a and the terminal b, an armature
y which switches connection to the second region display
memory 24 between the terminal c and the terminal d,
and an armature z which connects or disconnects the
terminal e to the third region display memory 25.
[0039] The first to third region display memory 23 tem-
porary stores the image data sent from the endoscopic
image memory 19, the ultrasonic tomographic image
memory 20, and the Doppler image memory 21 selected
in the switching section 22. The first region display mem-
ory 23 stores image data in a first display region, which
will be described below, to be displayed on the monitor
15, the second region display memory 24 stores image
data in a second display region, which will be described
below, to be displayed on the monitor 15, and the third
region display memory 25 stores image data in a third
display region, which will be described below, to be dis-
played on the monitor 15.
[0040] The color correcting section 26 performs a color

correcting processing of each image data stored in the
first to third region display memories 23 to 25. The spe-
cific color correcting processing in the color correcting
section 26 will be described in detail.
[0041] For example, in an endoscopic optical image,
a lumen wall in a body cavity is generally flesh color or
white. However, in the lumen wall in the endoscopic op-
tical image, various colors exist, for example, a raised
part may be tinged with red, a part of mucous membrane
may be tinged with white, and a cauterized part may be
tinged with black. In the colors, the hue and the chroma
is adjusted to green side so that the red in the raised part
is emphasized.
[0042] Further, in an ultrasonic tomographic image, a
structure of a deep part is represented by the black and
white gradation. Generally, a part containing a lot of blood
and a wall are represented in white and a lumen such as
a blood vessel is represented in black. In order to express
various structures by the gradation, variation in the gra-
dation of each color is maintained to be constant and
luminance is linearly varied. Further, a correction of a
gamma curve according to an input signal level is per-
formed.
[0043] In a blood flow dynamic state image generated
by an ultrasonic wave, a blood flow direction is identified
and represented in read and blue. Further, existence of
the blood flow is represented in gradation of orange color.
A color correction is performed so that other colors are
not mingled in a color tone variation with such red, blue,
and orange. Further, the correction of a gamma curve is
performed.
[0044] In the above description, it is described that im-
age quality corrections of all image data in the first to
third region display memories 23 to 25 can be performed
in the color correcting section 26. However, the color cor-
rection can be performed only to image data of an image
to be displayed on the monitor 15. Further, the color cor-
recting processing can be performed to each image data
in the first to third region display memories 23 to 25 re-
spectively.
[0045] The image combining section 27 converts each
image data to which the color correcting processing is
performed in the color correcting section 26 into an an-
alog image signal, and combines each analog image sig-
nal to generate a display image signal to be displayed
on the monitor 15.
[0046] As described above, since the drive of the im-
age generating unit 13 is controlled by the control unit
16, at least drive of the switching section 22, the color
correcting section 26, and the image combining section
27 is controlled by the control unit 16. It can be possible
to provide image data storage detecting means (not
shown) which detects that each image data is stored in
the endoscopic image memory 19, the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image memory 20, and the Doppler image mem-
ory 21, and by image data storage detecting information
from the image data storage detecting means, recogni-
tion of the storage of the image data is enabled.
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[0047] Now, with reference to Fig. 4, switching opera-
tion of the switching section 22 and the relationship be-
tween image data to be stored in the first to third region
display memories 23 to 25 and images to be displayed
on the monitor 15 will be described. Fig. 4 illustrates a
list of images which can be displayed in combination with
switched images switched in the switching section 22
shown in Fig. 3. Figs. 4A and 4B are examples in which
only the first display region is displayed. In the first display
region in Fig. 4A, an ultrasonic diagnostic image and in
the first display region in Fig. 4B, an endoscopic image,
are shown on full screen of the monitor. These images
are displayed in such a manner based on the image data
stored in the first display region memory 23 in Fig. 3. Fig.
4C illustrates an example in which the first display region
and the second display region are displayed. In the draw-
ing, the second display region is smaller than the first
display region, parts of the regions are overlapped with
each other, and the second display region is smaller than
the first display region. In the drawing, an example in
which an ultrasonic tomographic image is displayed in
the first display region and an endoscopic image is dis-
played in the second display region, is shown. The image
data stored in the first display region memory 23 in Fig.
3 is displayed on full screen of the monitor and the data
stored in the second display region memory 24 is dis-
played on a limited region of the screen of the monitor.
Further, Fig. 4D illustrates an example in which the first
display region and the third display region are displayed.
In the drawing, an ultrasonic tomographic image is dis-
played in the first display region and a CFM image is
displayed in the third display region. The image data
stored in the first display region memory 23 in Fig. 3 is
displayed on full screen of the monitor and the data stored
in the third display region memory 25 is displayed on a
limited region on the first display region. Fig. 4E illustrates
an example in which all of the first display region, the
second display region, and the third display region are
displayed.
[0048] The monitor 15 has a first display region 28 in
which an image is displayed on full screen, a second
display region 29 in which a reduced image is displayed
on a part of the screen, and a third display region 30 in
which an image is displayed by superimposing on the
first display region displayed on the screen.
[0049] The image data of the image to be displayed on
the first display region 28 in the monitor 15 is stored in
the first display region memory 23, the image data of the
image to be displayed on the second display region 29
in the monitor 15 is stored in the second display region
memory 24, and the image data of the image to be dis-
played on the third display region 30 in the monitor 15 is
stored in the third display region memory 25.
[0050] If the armature x in the switching section 22 is
connected to the terminal b, the ultrasonic tomographic
image data stored in the ultrasonic tomographic image
memory 20 is output to the first display region memory
23 and temporarily stored. To the ultrasonic tomographic

image data stored in the first display region memory 23,
a color correcting processing is performed in the color
correcting section 26, the data is converted into an analog
image signal and output to the monitor 15 in the image
combining section 27, and as shown in Fig. 4A, displayed
on the first display region 28 of the monitor 15 as an
ultrasonic tomographic image.
[0051] If the armature x in the switching section 22 is
connected to the terminal a, the endoscopic optical image
data stored in the endoscopic image memory 19 is output
to the first display region memory 23 and temporarily
stored. To the endoscopic optical image data stored in
the first display region memory 23, a color correcting
processing is performed in the color correcting section
26, the data is converted into an analog image signal and
output to the monitor 15 in the image combining section
27, and as shown in Fig. 4B, displayed on the first display
region 28 of the monitor 15 as an endoscopic optical im-
age.
[0052] If the armature x in the switching section 22 is
connected to the terminal b, and the armature y is con-
nected to the terminal d, through the armature x from the
terminal b, the ultrasonic tomographic image data stored
in the ultrasonic tomographic image memory 20 is output
to the first display region memory 23 and temporarily
stored and through the armature y from the terminal d,
the endoscopic optical image data stored in the endo-
scopic image memory 19 is output to the second display
region memory 24 and temporarily stored. To the ultra-
sonic tomographic image data stored in the first display
region memory 23 and the endoscopic optical image data
stored in the second region display memory 24, color
correcting processings are performed in the color cor-
recting section 26, the data is converted into an analog
image signal, a combined image signal composed of the
first display region 28 and the second display region 29
is generated, and output to the monitor 15 in the image
combining section 27, and as shown in Fig. 4C, displayed
on the first display region 28 as an endoscopic tomo-
graphic image and on the second display region 29 as
an endoscopic optical image. Further, if the armature x
in the switching section 22 is connected to the terminal
a, and the armature y is connected to the terminal c,
image data to be stored in the first display region memory
23 and the second display region memory 24 are re-
placed with an endoscopic optical image data and un
ultrasonic tomographic image data, on the monitor 15,
the relationship is opposite to that shown in Fig. 4C, the
endoscopic optical image can be displayed on the first
display region 28 and the ultrasonic tomographic image
can be displayed on the second display region 29.
[0053] If the armature x in the switching section 22 is
connected to the terminal b, and the armature z is con-
nected to the terminal e, through the armature x from the
terminal b, the ultrasonic tomographic image data stored
in the ultrasonic tomographic image memory 20 is output
to the first display region memory 23 and temporarily
stored and through the armature z from the terminal e,
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the blood flow dynamic state information data stored in
the Doppler image memory 21 is output to the third dis-
play region memory 25 and temporarily stored. To the
ultrasonic tomographic image data stored in the first dis-
play region memory 23 and the blood flow dynamic state
information data stored in the third region display memory
25, color correcting processings are performed in the
color correcting section 26, the data is converted into an
analog image signal, a combined image signal composed
of the first display region 28 and the third display region
30 is generated, and output to the monitor 15 in the image
combining section 27, and as shown in Fig. 4D, displayed
on the first display region 28 as an endoscopic tomo-
graphic image and on the third display region 30 as a
blood flow dynamic state information data.
[0054] If the armature x in the switching section 22 is
connected to the terminal b, the armature y is connected
to the terminal d, and the armature z is connected to the
terminal e, through the armature x from the terminal b,
the ultrasonic tomographic image data stored in the ul-
trasonic tomographic image memory 20 is output to the
first display region memory 23 and temporarily stored,
through the armature y from the terminal c, the endo-
scopic optical image data stored in the endoscopic image
memory 19 is output to the second display region memory
24 and temporarily stored, and through the armature z
from the terminal e, the blood flow dynamic state infor-
mation data stored in the Doppler image memory 21 is
output to the third display region memory 25 and tempo-
rarily stored. To the ultrasonic tomographic image data
stored in the first display region memory 23, the endo-
scopic optical image data stored in the second display
region memory 24, and the blood flow dynamic state in-
formation data stored in the third region display memory
25, color correcting processings are performed in the
color correcting section 26, the data is converted into an
analog image signal, a combined image signal composed
of the first display region 28, the second display region
29, and the third display region 30 is generated, and out-
put to the monitor 15 in the image combining section 27,
and as shown in Fig. 4E, displayed on the first display
region 28 as an endoscopic tomographic image, on the
second display region 29 as an endoscopic optical im-
age, and on the third display region 30 as a blood flow
dynamic state information.
[0055] With reference to Fig. 5, the drive controlling
operation for switching images to be displayed on the
monitor 15 in the image generating unit 11 by the control
unit 16 will be described. As an example of the operation,
a case in which an ultrasonic tomographic image and an
endoscopic optical image are switched and displayed on
the first display region 28 in the monitor 15, an endoscop-
ic optical image is displayed on the second display region
29 in the monitor 15, and a blood flow dynamic state
information is displayed on the third display region 30 in
the monitor 15, will be described.
[0056] When the control unit 15 drives and starts the
image generating unit 11 (step S1), the control unit 16

determines whether an image to be displayed on the first
display region 28 in the monitor 15 input and instructed
by the operation unit 14 is an endoscopic optical image
or an ultrasonic tomographic image at step S2.
[0057] As a result of the determination at step S2, if it
is determined that an input of the endoscopic optical im-
age is instructed, at step S4, the control unit 16 connects
the armature x in the switching section 22 to the terminal
a, outputs the endoscopic optical image data in the en-
doscopic image memory 19 to the first region display
memory 23 and stores the data, and controls the drive
of the color correcting section 26 so as to perform a color
correcting processing for endoscopic optical image such
as a image luminance, and hue correction to the endo-
scopic optical image data stored in the first region display
memory 23. Then, at step S5, the control unit 16 controls
the drive of the image combining section 27, converts
the endoscopic optical image to which the color correct-
ing processing is performed into an analog image signal,
as shown in Fig. 4B, displays the endoscopic optical im-
age on the first display region 28 in the monitor 15, and
return to step S2.
[0058] At step S2, if it is determined that an input of
the ultrasonic tomographic image is instructed, at step
S3, the control unit 16 connects the armature x in the
switching section 22 to the terminal b, outputs the ultra-
sonic tomographic image data in the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image memory 20 to the first region display mem-
ory 23 and stores the data, and controls the drive of the
color correcting section 16 so as to perform a correction
process of black and white gradation for ultrasonic tom-
ographic image to the ultrasonic tomographic image data
stored in the first region display memory 23. Then, at step
S6, the control unit 16 controls the drive of the image
combining section 27, converts the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image data to which the correction process is
performed in step S3 into an analog image signal, as
shown in Fig. 4A, displays the ultrasonic tomographic
image on the first display region 28 in the monitor 15.
[0059] At step S7, the control unit 16 determines
whether an input instruction of displaying an image on
the second display region 29 in the monitor 15 is per-
formed from the operation unit 14 or not. At step S7, if it
is determined that an input instruction of not displaying
the image on the second display region 29 is performed,
subsequent steps after step S9 are performed. At step
S7, if it is determined that an input instruction of displaying
the image on the second display region 29 is performed,
at step S8, the control unit 16 connects the armature y
in the switching section 22 to the terminal d, outputs the
endoscopic optical image data in the endoscopic image
memory 19 to the second region display memory 24 and
stores the data, and controls the drive of the color cor-
recting section 26 so as to perform a color correcting
processing for endoscopic optical image to the endo-
scopic optical image data stored in the second region
display memory 24, and controls the drive of the image
combining section 27, converts the endoscopic optical

13 14 



EP 1 690 497 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

image into an analog image signal, as shown in Fig. 4C,
displays the endoscopic optical image on the second dis-
play region 29 in the monitor 15.
[0060] Then, at step S9, the control unit control unit 16
determines whether an input instruction of displaying an
image on the third display region 30 in the monitor 15 is
performed from the operation unit 14 or not. At step S9,
if it is determined that an input instruction of not displaying
the image on the third display region 30 is performed,
the control unit 16 returns to step S2. At step S9, if it is
determined that an input instruction of displaying the im-
age on the third display region 30 is performed, at step
S10, the control unit 16 connects the armature z in the
switching section 22 to the terminal e, outputs the blood
flow dynamic state information data in the Doppler image
memory 21 to the third region display memory 25 and
stores the data, and controls the drive of the color cor-
recting section 26 so as to perform a color correcting
processing for blood flow dynamic state information to
the blood flow dynamic state information data stored in
the third region display memory 25, and controls the drive
of the image combining section 27, converts the data into
an analog image signal, as shown in Fig. 4E, displays
the endoscopic optical image on the third display region
30 in the monitor 15.
[0061] That is, as shown in Fig. 4(E), by the process
from step S3 through step S10, it is possible to display
the ultrasonic tomographic image on the first display re-
gion 28, the endoscopic optical image on the second dis-
play region 29, and the blood flow dynamic state infor-
mation on the third display region at the same time, and
the luminance, hue, gradation, etc. of these images are
corrected and displayed in optimum conditions.
[0062] The second region display memory 24, in order
to display a reduced endoscopic optical image, has a
compression section (not shown) in the memory. Further,
the third region display memory 25, if an amount of image
data is less than the image display region, can have a
correcting section for increasing the number of data.
[0063] Further, the color correcting section 26, de-
pending on the type of each image data, can have a mem-
ory in which color correction parameter data which stores
the correction data is stored. The color correction param-
eter data is synchronized with the input of the input in-
struction of switching image displays into the image gen-
erating unit 13 by the operation unit 14 through the control
unit 16, read out at an appropriate timing and applied so
that the data is applied to the image data to be processed
in the color correcting section 26.
[0064] Further, on the screen on which the combination
of the first display region and the second display region
is displayed as shown in fig. 4C, the position of the second
display region is not limited to the position shown in the
drawing, the position can be moved right, left, up, and
down by an instruction from the operation unit 14. Further,
on the screen on which the combination of the first display
region, the second display region and the third display
region is displayed as shown in fig. 4E, similarly, the po-

sitions of the second display region and the third display
region are not limited to the position shown in the drawing,
the positions can be respectively moved right, left, up,
and down by an instruction from the operation unit 14.
Further, if the second display region and the third display
region are overlapped, by a setting from the operation
unit 14, by a control by the image combining section 27,
the positions can be automatically moved to positions
where they do not overlap.
[0065] Further, the color correction parameter data is
synchronized with the input of the input instruction of
switching image displays into the image generating unit
13 in Fig. 2 by the operation unit 14 in Fig. 2 through the
control unit 16 in Fig. 2, and switched at an appropriate
timing so that the data is applied to the image data to be
processed in the color correcting section 26 in Fig. 3.
Then, interlocking with the switching section 22, in re-
sponse to the switched image, an image quality adjust-
ment interlocking section 46 can be provided so that the
correction data is switched in the color correcting section
26, and interlocking with the switching of the images,
parameters of the color correction can be switched.

EMBODIMENT 2

[0066] Fig. 6 through Fig. 9 illustrate an ultrasonic di-
agnostic apparatus according to a second embodiment
of the present invention. Fig. 6 is a block diagram for
explaining the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, Fig. 7 is
a block diagram illustrating an image combining section,
Fig. 8 is a view for explaining a CIF color temperature,
and Fig. 9 is a scale mapping of a color flow image.
[0067] The MUX (switching circuit) 7, the transmitting
unit 8, the receiving unit 9, the ultrasonic probe 10, the
ultrasonic signal processing unit 11, the operation unit
14, the monitor 15, and the control unit 16 are similar to
those shown in Fig. 2. Added and modified parts com-
pared with the structure in Fig. 1 are the image combining
section and the color correction data memory. In the sec-
ond embodiment, an image combining unit with external
input 51 and a color correction data memory 52 are mod-
ified and added.
[0068] As shown in Fig. 6, in the embodiment, the op-
eration is similar to that shown in the embodiment 1 in
which by an instruction by the operation unit 14, through
the control unit 16, an ultrasonic wave is transmitted and
received from the ultrasonic probe 10 by using the trans-
mitting unit 8, and the receiving unit 9, the obtained ul-
trasonic echo data is processed in the ultrasonic signal
processing unit 11 and generated as an ultrasonic tom-
ographic image data and a blood flow dynamic state in-
formation data. Then, the ultrasonic tomographic image
data and the blood flow dynamic state information data
output from the ultrasonic signal processing unit 11
should be digital video data in compliance with the ITU
REC656 standard etc.
[0069] The ultrasonic tomographic image data and the
blood flow dynamic state information data obtained from

15 16 



EP 1 690 497 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the ultrasonic signal processing unit 11 is taken in the
image combining unit with external input 51. On the other
hand, as shown in Fig. 7, the image combining unit with
external input 51 takes in an endoscopic image signal
from an external image input terminal 53. The endoscopic
image signal, the ultrasonic tomographic image data, and
the blood flow dynamic state information data taken in
the image combining unit with external input 51 is dis-
played on the monitor 15 in the combinations shown in
Figs. 4A through 4E.
[0070] With reference to Fig. 7, the image combining
unit with external input 51 will be described.
[0071] The image combining unit with external input
51 shown in Fig. 7 has an external video input terminal
53, an external video signal conversion section 31, an
image processor 32, and a video data conversion section
33.
[0072] An endoscopic video is input from the external
video input terminal 53 which has a plurality of kinds of
terminals for video signal, the video signal is taken in the
external video signal conversion section 31 in a plurality
of kinds of video signal formats, converted into digital
data in compliance with the ITU REC656 standard etc.
in the external video signal conversion section 31, and
output. The converted external video data is input into
the image processor 33.
[0073] The ultrasonic tomographic image data, and the
blood flow dynamic state information data shown in Fig.
6 output form the ultrasonic signal processing unit 11 is
input into the image processor 32 without change. In the
image processor 32, a process is performed so that the
output image data shown in region (A) through (E) in Fig.
4 can be obtained with the external video data which is
an endoscopic image, the ultrasonic tomographic image
data, and the blood flow dynamic state data.
[0074] The image processor 32 has a function to cor-
rect effect of a color temperature of the monitor. The proc-
ess will be described. If the color temperature of the mon-
itor is low, it is generally known that the displayed image
has a tinge of red. In Fig. 8, a general CIE color temper-
ature is shown. From Fig. 8, it is understood that if the
color temperature is set to be low, a color shifts to the
side of red, and therefore, the color is set to be a bright
color so that the color of the image data to be output for
display shifts to an expected color when the image data
is displayed.
[0075] In a case of a color scale which maps a blood
flow state by ultrasonic Doppler will be described. Fig. 9
illustrates an example of color scale in Doppler. If a color
temperature of the monitor is set to be low, and a flow
velocity is positive as shown in Fig. 9A, a red color and
an orange color are set, however, as shown in Fig. 9B,
an orange color and a yellow color are set. As a result,
the result displayed on the monitor becomes shown in
Fig. 9A, even if an endoscopic image is combined, the
blood flow state is displayed in a color expected by the
surgeon.
[0076] The image processor 32 has the function of ad-

justing a hue, chroma, etc described in the description
of the embodiment 1, and the function of setting images
to be displayed in the display regions shown in Fig. 4,
and the description of these functions will be omitted.
Various parameters used in the above-described image
adjustment function are stored in the color correction data
memory 52 shown in Fig. 6.
[0077] Returning to the description of Fig. 7, as a result
of the above-described process, the image output data
obtained in the image processor 32 is input in the video
data conversion section 33, converted into a plurality of
kinds of video signal formats, for example, a composite
signal, Y/C signal, or RGB signal, output from the external
input image combining unit 51, and the image is displayed
on the display unit 15.

EMBODIMENT 3

[0078] Fig. 10 through Fig. 13 relates to a third embod-
iment of the present invention. Fig. 10 is a block diagram
illustrating an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, Fig. 11 is
a view for explaining a correspondence of a memory map
to a screen, and Fig. 12 is a flowchart for explaining a
control method.
[0079] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus in the em-
bodiment has an external image I/F 34, an ultrasonic sig-
nal processing unit 35, and an image generating unit 36.
The external image I/F 34 has a data converter 37 and
data transmitting section 38. On the other hand, the ul-
trasonic signal processing unit 35 has a B mode process-
ing section 39, a CFM processing section 40, and an
ultrasonic data transmitting section 41. The image gen-
erating section 36 has a data receiving section 42, a CPU
43, a memory 44, and an image output section 45.
[0080] In Fig. 10, the description of the operation in
which an ultrasonic signal is transmitted and received in
the ultrasonic probe and the received ultrasonic signal is
detected, and the description of the means of controlling
the transmission and reception in the Doppler and B
mode are omitted.
[0081] As shown in Fig. 10, an endoscopic image sig-
nal is input in the external image I/F 34 and converted
into a video data in the data converter 37. The converted
video data is input from the data transmitting section 38
into the data receiving section 42, and stored in the mem-
ory 44 through an internal bus. On the other hand, the
ultrasonic data which is obtained by transmitting and re-
ceiving the ultrasonic wave and the received ultrasonic
signal is detected, is input into the ultrasonic signal
processing unit 35, an ultrasonic tomographic image data
is transferred to the B mode processing section 39, and
a Doppler data is transferred to the CFM processing unit,
the ultrasonic tomographic image data is output from the
B mode processing section 39, and a blood flow dynamic
state data is output from the CFM processing unit, and
the data is transferred to the ultrasonic data transmitting
section 41. The ultrasonic tomographic image data and
the blood flow dynamic state data from the ultrasonic
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data transmitting section 41 is received in the data re-
ceiving section 42 of the image generating unit 36, and
stored in the memory 44 through the internal bus.
[0082] Fig. 11 illustrates a state of the data stored in
the memory 44. As shown in Fig. 11, corresponding to
the display regions shown in Fig. 4, data areas are divid-
ed. For example, if the data is displayed in the first display
region, the data is stored in first display region data at an
address 10000000. If the next frame data is input before
the image data stored in the address 10000000 has not
read out yet, the data is stored at address 20000000, and
set a flag which means the storage. Accordingly, when
the data in the next frame is read out, a program which
processes images can be operated in response to the
flag. As a result, switching of images in each display re-
gion can be possible by switching the stored data, the
switching of the memories by the hardware described in
the first embodiment becomes unnecessary. Thus, the
CPU understands which image is to be displayed in which
region. Since a color correction is performed in the CPU,
the switching of correction processes interlocking with
the image displays is controlled by the CPU. The embod-
iment 3 is an improved embodiment of the first embodi-
ment.
[0083] To the data stored in the memory 44 is, by the
control of the CPU 43, various image processing is per-
formed and output from the image processing section 45
as a video signal.
[0084] The control method according to this embodi-
ment is shown in a flowchart shown in Fig. 12.
[0085] In Fig. 12, at step S12, an initial setting is per-
formed, at step S13, whether an endoscopic image is
input or not is determined. If the endoscopic image is
input, moves to an ultrasonic transmission/reception
processing step S23 and S32 which converts a video
signal of the endoscopic image into video data, and if
only an ultrasonic image is input, moves to an ultrasonic
transmission/reception processing 14.
[0086] If the endoscopic image is not input, an ultra-
sonic transmission/reception process is performed at
step S14, and it is determined at step S15 whether an
image to be displayed on the monitor is only an ultrasonic
tomographic image or a combination of the ultrasonic
tomographic image and a blood flow image. If it is deter-
mined that only the ultrasonic tomographic image is to
be displayed, only a B mode processing is performed at
step S17, and if the combination of the ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image and a blood flow image is to be displayed,
a B mode processing and a CFM processing are per-
formed at step S16. These results of the processes are
sent out from the ultrasonic data transmitting section to
the image generating unit at step S18, and the data is
received in the data receiving section at step S19. The
received data is transferred from the data receiving sec-
tion to a memory block corresponding to the display re-
gion shown in Fig. 11 in the memory at step S20, and a
color correcting processing of the data stored in the mem-
ory by the CPU is performed at step S21. Parameters

used in the step S21 are stored in the memory in advance
as shown in Fig. 11. Then, the data calculated at step
S22 is transferred to the image processing section and
output.
[0087] If it is determined that the endoscopic image is
input at step S13, an ultrasonic transmission/reception
process is performed at step S23, while the endoscopic
image is converted into video data at step S32. Since
processes performed in steps 24 to 31 are similar to those
performed in steps S15 to S22, the description of steps
24 to 31 is omitted and processes performed in steps
after step S32 will be described. At step S32, the video
signal of the endoscopic image is converted in video data,
and the converted video data is transmitted from the data
transmitting section to the image output section in the
image generating unit at step S33. The data is transferred
from the data receiving section to the memory block cor-
responding to the display region shown in Fig. 11 in the
memory at step S34, and a color correcting processing
of the data stored in the memory by the correction data
stored in the memory is performed by the CPU at step
S35. The data calculated at step S36 is transferred to
the image output section and the image is output. The
output ultrasonic tomographic image data and the endo-
scopic image data is combined in the image combining
section.
[0088] In the above-described flow, the color correc-
tion of the various image data is performed in the CPU
40. However, depending on processing power of the CPU
40, the above-described process of the flow can be flex-
ibly allocated. Further, since the ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus is configured to perform the color matching be-
tween the ultrasonic images and other images, images
to be combined can be a CT image or a three-dimensional
navigation image.
[0089] As described above, by the ultrasonic diagnos-
tic apparatus according to the embodiments of the
present invention, it can be possible for the surgeon to
diagnose and observe the part to be observed from each
image displayed on one screen of the monitor 15, and
efficiency in the diagnosis and observation of the part to
be observed by the ultrasonic endoscope can be in-
creased. As described above, in the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus according to the embodiments of the present
invention, since the endoscopic optical image, the ultra-
sonic tomographic image, and the blood flow dynamic
state information can be displayed on the same monitor
in optimum image quality, and the selection such as the
selection of images to be displayed on the monitor, com-
binations, display positions, sizes and the like, can be
arbitrarily set, the operational burden on the surgeon in
the ultrasonic diagnosis can be reduced, and efficiency
in the ultrasonic diagnosis can be
[0090] In the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus accord-
ing to the present invention, as described above, since
it is possible to display an endoscopic optical image, an
ultrasonic tomographic image, and a blood flow dynamic
state image on the same monitor in a combination nec-
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essary for a surgeon in diagnosis, by reducing movement
of shifting sight line in diagnosis, the burden in the diag-
nosis can be reduced.
[0091] Further, in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
according to the present invention, when switching an
ultrasonic tomographic image and an endoscopic optical
image, it is possible to realize optimum representation of
gradation in each image quality display mode since im-
age qualities such as a luminance of image, or an ad-
justment of chroma suitable for each image are adjusted.

Claims

1. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus configured to
transmit an ultrasonic wave to the interior of a sub-
ject, receive the reflected wave from a living body
tissue, obtain an ultrasonic tomographic image in the
interior of the subject, while obtaining an endoscopic
optical image in the interior of the subject, and to
display at least one of the ultrasonic tomographic
image and the endoscopic optical image on a mon-
itor (15), the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus com-
prising:

first region display means (23) for displaying one
of the ultrasonic tomographic image or the en-
doscopic optical image in a first display region
(28) of the display screen of the monitor (15);
second region display means (24) for displaying
the endoscopic optical image in a second dis-
play region (29) on a part of the display screen
of the monitor (15);
characterized in that
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is further
configured to obtain and display a blood flow
dynamic state image and further comprises:

third region display means (25) for super-
imposing the blood flow dynamic state im-
age in a third display region (30) on the ul-
trasonic tomographic image displayed in
the first display region (29) on the display
screen of the monitor (15);
switching means (22) for switching between
the ultrasonic tomographic image and the
endoscopic optical image displayed on the
monitor (15) by the first region display
means (23) while switching so as to display
the endoscopic optical image by the second
region display means (24) and/or the blood
flow dynamic state image by the third region
display means (25) when the ultrasonic to-
mographic image is displayed by the first
region display means (23);
image quality adjusting means (26) for ad-
justing luminance and chroma of an image
displayed on the monitor (15) by the first

region display means (23), the second re-
gion display means (24), and the third re-
gion display means (25) respectively;
image quality adjustment data storing
means (52) for storing adjustment contents
of the image quality adjusting means (26);
and
image adjustment interlocking means (46)
for interlocking operations of the switching
means (22) and the image quality adjust-
ment means (26);
wherein adjusting luminance and chroma
suitable for the display image switched by
the switching means (22) to be displayed
on the monitor (15) are switched synchro-
nized with the switching of signals to be dis-
played on the monitor (15) by the switching
section (22).

2. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the second region display means
(24) reduces the size of the endoscopic optical image
to be displayed on a part of the display screen of the
monitor (15) and displays the endoscopic optical im-
age.

3. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the third region display means (25)
superimposes the blood flow dynamic state image
on the ultrasonic tomographic image displayed on
the display screen of the monitor (15).

4. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, comprising display limiting means (22) for
not displaying the blood flow dynamic state image
by the third region display means (25) if the endo-
scopic optical image is displayed on the monitor (15)
by the first region display means (23) by the switching
means (22).

5. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, comprising:

external image input means (53) for inputting
the endoscopic optical image as a plurality of
video signals;
ultrasonic image input means (32) for inputting
the ultrasonic tomographic image and the blood
flow dynamic state image as a plurality of video
signals;
external video signal selecting means (31) for
selecting an arbitrary video signal from the plu-
rality of video signals input by the external image
input means (53);
external input video converting means (31) for
converting into external video data by using the
video signal selected by the external video sig-
nal selecting means (31);
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internal video signal selecting means (33) for
selecting an arbitrary video signal from the plu-
rality of video signals input by the ultrasonic im-
age input means (32) and for converting the vid-
eo signal selected by the ultrasonic video signal
selecting means (32) into internal data;
video size converting means for adjusting the
image size of the external video data output by
the external video converting means (31);
image combining means (32) for combining the
internal video data output by the internal video
converting means and the external conversion
video data output by the video size converting
means; and
video data converting means (33) for converting
the combined video data output by the image
combining means (32) into a plurality of video
signals.

6. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, comprising:

external image input means (34) for inputting
the endoscopic optical image;
ultrasonic data input means (35) for inputting the
ultrasonic reception data;
external input video converting means (37) for
converting from the video signal input by the ex-
ternal image input means into external video da-
ta;
external data transmitting means (38) for trans-
mitting the external video data to an image gen-
erating unit (36);
ultrasonic tomographic image processing
means (39) for generating ultrasonic tomo-
graphic image data from the ultrasonic reception
data input by the ultrasonic data input means
(35) and Doppler processing means (40) for
generating blood flow dynamic state data;
internal data transmitting means (41) for trans-
mitting the ultrasonic tomographic image data
obtained by the ultrasonic tomographic image
processing means (39) and the blood flow dy-
namic state data obtained by the Doppler
processing means to the image generating unit
(36);
the image generating unit (36) being provided
with data receiving means (42) for receiving data
transmitted from the internal data transmitting
means (41) and the external data transmitting
means (38);
storing means (44) for storing various data re-
ceived from the data receiving means (38, 41);
processing means (43) for reading out the var-
ious data from the storing means (44) and per-
forming an image correction processing; and
image outputting means (45) for converting the
image data to which the image correction

processing is performed by the image correction
processing means into a video signal.

Patentansprüche

1. Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät, das dazu eingerichtet
ist, eine Ultraschallwelle an ein Inneres eines Sub-
jekts zu übertragen, die reflektierte Welle von einem
lebenden Körpergewebe zu empfangen, ein tomo-
graphisches Ultraschallbild in dem Inneren des Sub-
jekts zu erhalten, während ein endoskopisches op-
tisches Bild in dem Inneren des Subjekts erhalten
wird, und das tomografische Ultraschallbild und/oder
das endoskopische optische Bild auf einem Monitor
(15) anzuzeigen, wobei das Ultraschall-Diagnose-
gerät umfasst:

ein erstes Bereichsanzeigemittel (23) zum An-
zeigen des tomografische Ultraschallbilds oder
des endoskopischen optischen Bilds in einem
ersten Anzeigebereich (28) des Anzeigebild-
schirms des Monitors (15);
ein zweites Bereichsanzeigemittel (24) zum An-
zeigen des endoskopischen optischen Bilds in
einem zweiten Anzeigebereich (29) auf einem
Teil des Anzeigebildschirms des Monitors (15);
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
das Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät ferner dazu ein-
gerichtet ist, ein Bild eines dynamischen Blut-
flusszustands zu erhalten und anzuzeigen und
ferner umfasst:

ein drittes Bereichsanzeigemittel (25) zum
Überlagern des Bilds eines dynamischen
Blutflusszustands in einem dritten Anzeige-
bereich (30) auf dem in dem ersten Anzei-
gebereich (29) auf dem Anzeigebildschirm
des Monitors (15) angezeigten tomografi-
schen Ultraschallbild;
ein Schaltmittel (22) zum Umschalten zwi-
schen dem tomografischen Ultraschallbild
und dem auf dem Monitor (15) durch das
erste Bereichsanzeigemittel (23) während
des Umschaltens angezeigten endoskopi-
schen optischen Bild, um das endoskopi-
sche optische Bild durch das zweite Be-
reichsanzeigemittel (24) und/oder das Bild
eines dynamischen Blutflusszustands
durch das dritte Bereichsanzeigemittel (25)
anzuzeigen, wenn das tomografische Ultra-
schallbild durch das erste Bereichsanzeige-
mittel (23) angezeigt wird;
ein Bildqualitätseinstellmittel (26) zum Ein-
stellen einer Helligkeit und einer Chroma ei-
nes auf dem Monitor (15) durch das erste
Bereichsanzeigemittel (23), das zweite Be-
reichsanzeigemittel (24) bzw. das dritte Be-
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reichsanzeigemittel (25) angezeigten Bilds;
ein Bildqualitätseinstelldatenspeichermittel
(52) zum Speichern von Einstellinhalten
des Bildqualitätseinstellmittels (26); und
ein Bildeinstellungsverbindungsmittel (46)
zum Verbinden von Operationen des
Schaltmittels (22) und des Bildqualitätsein-
stellmittels (26);
wobei Einstellungen einer Helligkeit und ei-
ner Chroma, die für das durch das Schalt-
mittel (22) zur Anzeige auf dem Monitor (15)
umgeschaltete Anzeigebild geeignet sind,
synchronisiert mit der Schaltung von Signa-
len geschaltet werden, die durch das
Schaltmittel (22) zur Anzeige auf dem Mo-
nitor (15) vorgesehen sind.

2. Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät nach Anspruch 1, bei
dem das zweite Bereichsanzeigemittel (24) die Grö-
ße des auf einem Teil des Anzeigebildschirms des
Monitors (15) anzuzeigenden endoskopischen opti-
schen Bilds reduziert und das endoskopische opti-
sche Bild anzeigt.

3. Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät nach Anspruch 1, bei
dem das dritte Bereichsanzeigemittel (25) das Bild
eines dynamischen Blutflusszustands dem auf dem
Anzeigebildschirm des Monitors (15) angezeigten
tomografischen Ultraschallbild überlagert.

4. Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät nach Anspruch 1, mit ei-
nem Anzeigebegrenzungsmittel (22) zum Nicht-An-
zeigen des Bilds eines dynamischen Blutflusszu-
stands durch das dritte Bereichsanzeigemittel (25),
wenn das endoskopische optische Bild durch das
erste Bereichsanzeigemittel (23) durch das Schalt-
mittel (22) auf dem Monitor (15) angezeigt wird.

5. Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät nach Anspruch 1, das
umfasst:

ein externes Bildeingabemittel (53) zum Einge-
ben des endoskopischen optischen Bilds als ei-
ne Mehrzahl von Videosignalen;
ein Ultraschallbildeingabemittel (32) zum Einge-
ben des tomografischen Ultraschallbilds und
des Bilds eines dynamischen Blutflusszustands
als eine Mehrzahl von Videosignalen;
ein externes Videosignalauswahlmittel (31) zum
Auswählen eines beliebigen Videosignals aus
der Mehrzahl von durch das externe Bildeinga-
bemittel (53) eingegebenen Videosignalen;
ein externes Eingabevideoumwandlungsmittel
(31) zum Umwandeln in externe Videodaten un-
ter Verwendung des durch das externe Video-
signalauswahlmittel (31) ausgewählten Video-
signals;
ein internes Videosignalauswahlmittel (33) zum

Auswählen eines beliebigen Videosignals aus
der Mehrzahl von durch das Ultraschallbildein-
gabemittel (32) eingegebenen Videosignalen
und zum Umwandeln des durch das Ultraschall-
videosignalauswahlmittel (32) ausgewählten Vi-
deosignals in interne Daten;
ein Videogrößenumwandlungsmittel zum An-
passen der Bildgröße der durch das externe Vi-
deoumwandlungsmittel (31) ausgegebenen ex-
ternen Videodaten;
ein Bildkombinationsmittel (32) zum Kombinie-
ren der durch das interne Videoumwandlungs-
mittel ausgegebenen internen Videodaten und
der durch das Videogrößenumwandlungsmittel
ausgegebenen externen Umwandlungsvideo-
daten;
und
ein Videodatenumwandlungsmittel (33) zum
Umwandeln der von dem Bildkombinationsmit-
tel (32) ausgegebenen kombinierten Videoda-
ten in eine Mehrzahl von Videosignalen.

6. Ultraschall-Diagnosegerät nach Anspruch 1, das
umfasst:

ein externes Bildeingabemittel (34) zum Einge-
ben des endoskopischen optischen Bilds;
ein Ultraschalldateneingabemittel (35) zum Ein-
geben der Ultraschallempfangsdaten;
ein externes Eingabevideoumwandlungsmittel
(37) zum Umwandeln von dem von dem exter-
nen Bildeingabemittel eingegebenen Videosig-
nal in externe Videodaten;
ein externes Datenübertragungsmittel (38) zum
Übertragen der externen Videodaten an eine
Bilderzeugungseinheit (36);
ein Mittel (39) zum Verarbeiten eines tomogra-
fischen Ultraschallbilds zum Erzeugen von to-
mografischen Ultraschallbilddaten aus den von
dem Ultraschalldateneingabemittel (35) einge-
gebenen Ultraschallempfangsdaten und ein
Doppler-Verarbeitungsmittel (40) zum Erzeu-
gen von Daten über einen dynamischen Blut-
flusszustand;
ein internes Datenübertragungsmittel (41) zum
Übertragen der von dem Mittel (39) zum Verar-
beiten eines tomografischen Ultraschallbilds er-
haltenen tomografischen Ultraschallbilddaten
und der von dem Doppler-Verarbeitungsmittel
erhaltenen Daten über einen dynamischen Blut-
flusszustand an die Bilderzeugungseinheit (36);
wobei die Bilderzeugungseinheit (36) mit einem
Datenempfangsmittel (42) zum Empfangen von
von dem internen Datenübertragungsmittel (41)
und dem externen Datenübertragungsmittel
(38) übertragenen Daten versehen ist;
ein Speichermittel (44) zum Speichern von ver-
schiedenen von dem Datenempfangsmittel (38,
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41) empfangenen Daten;
ein Verarbeitungsmittel (43) zum Auslesen der
verschiedenen Daten aus dem Speichermittel
(44) und zum Durchführen einer Bildkorrektur-
verarbeitung; und
ein Bildausgabemittel (45) zum Umwandeln der
Bilddaten, an denen von dem Bildkorrekturver-
arbeitungsmittel die Bildkorrekturverarbeitung
durchgeführt wird, in ein Videosignal.

Revendications

1. Appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons configuré pour
transmettre une onde ultrasonore vers l’intérieur
d’un sujet, recevoir l’onde réfléchie depuis un tissu
de corps vivant, obtenir une image tomographique
ultrasonore de l’intérieur du sujet, tout en obtenant
une image optique endoscopique de l’intérieur du
sujet, et pour afficher au moins l’une parmi l’image
tomographique ultrasonore et l’image optique en-
doscopique sur un moniteur (15), l’appareil de dia-
gnostic à ultrasons comprenant :

un premier moyen (23) d’affichage de région
destiné à afficher l’une parmi l’image tomogra-
phique ultrasonore ou l’image optique endosco-
pique dans une première région d’affichage (28)
de l’écran d’affichage du moniteur (15) ;
un deuxième moyen (24) d’affichage de région
destiné à afficher l’image optique endoscopique
dans une deuxième région d’affichage (29) sur
une partie de l’écran d’affichage du moniteur
(15) ;
caractérisé en ce que
l’appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons est en outre
configuré pour obtenir et afficher une image de
l’état dynamique du débit sanguin et comprend
en outre :

un troisième moyen (25) d’affichage de ré-
gion destiné à superposer l’image de l’état
dynamique du débit sanguin dans une troi-
sième région d’affichage (30) sur l’image to-
mographique ultrasonore affichée dans la
première région d’affichage (29) sur l’écran
d’affichage du moniteur (15) ;
un moyen de commutation (22) destiné à
commuter entre l’image tomographique ul-
trasonore et l’image optique endoscopique
affichée sur le moniteur (15) par le premier
moyen (23) d’affichage de région tout en
commutant de façon à afficher l’image op-
tique endoscopique par le deuxième moyen
(24) d’affichage de région et/ou l’image de
l’état dynamique du débit sanguin par le troi-
sième moyen (25) d’affichage de région
lorsque l’image tomographique ultrasonore

est affichée par le premier moyen (23) d’af-
fichage de région ;
un moyen (26) d’ajustement de qualité
d’image destiné à ajuster la luminance et la
saturation des couleurs d’une image affi-
chée sur le moniteur (15) par le premier
moyen (23) d’affichage de région, le deuxiè-
me moyen (24) d’affichage de région, et le
troisième moyen (25) d’affichage de région
respectivement ;
un moyen (52) de mémorisation de don-
nées d’ajustement de qualité d’image des-
tiné à mémoriser des contenus d’ajuste-
ment du moyen (26) d’ajustement de qualité
d’image ; et
un moyen (46) de verrouillage d’ajustement
d’image destiné à verrouiller les opérations
du moyen de commutation (22) et du moyen
(26) d’ajustement de qualité d’image ;
dans lequel l’ajustement de la luminance et
de la saturation des couleurs appropriées
pour l’image d’affichage commutée par le
moyen de commutation (22) devant être af-
fichée sur le moniteur (15) sont commutées
en synchronisme avec la commutation des
signaux devant être affichés sur le moniteur
(15) par la section de commutation (22).

2. Appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le deuxième moyen (24) d’af-
fichage de région réduit la taille de l’image optique
endoscopique devant être affichée sur une partie de
l’écran d’affichage du moniteur (15) et affiche l’image
optique endoscopique.

3. Appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le troisième moyen (25) d’affi-
chage de région superpose l’image de l’état dyna-
mique du débit sanguin sur l’image tomographique
ultrasonore affichée sur l’écran d’affichage du mo-
niteur (15).

4. Appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, comprenant un moyen (22) de limitation
d’affichage destiné à ne pas afficher l’image de l’état
dynamique du débit sanguin par le troisième moyen
(25) d’affichage de région si l’image optique endos-
copique est affichée sur le moniteur (15) par le pre-
mier moyen (23) d’affichage de région par le moyen
de commutation (22).

5. Appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, comprenant :

un moyen (53) d’entrée d’image externe destiné
à délivrer en entrée l’image optique endoscopi-
que comme une pluralité de signaux vidéo ;
un moyen (32) d’entrée d’image ultrasonore
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destiné à délivrer en entrée l’image tomographi-
que ultrasonore et l’image de l’état dynamique
du débit sanguin comme une pluralité de si-
gnaux vidéo ;
un moyen (31) de sélection de signal vidéo ex-
terne destiné à sélectionner un signal vidéo ar-
bitraire à partir de la pluralité de signaux vidéo
délivrés en entrée par le moyen (53) d’entrée
d’image externe ;
un moyen (31) de conversion vidéo d’entrée ex-
terne destiné à convertir en données vidéo ex-
ternes en utilisant le signal vidéo sélectionné par
le moyen (31) de sélection de signal vidéo
externe ;
un moyen (33) de sélection de signal vidéo in-
terne destiné à sélectionner un signal vidéo ar-
bitraire à partir de la pluralité de signaux vidéo
délivrés en entrée par le moyen (32) d’entrée
d’image ultrasonore et destiné à convertir le si-
gnal vidéo sélectionné par le moyen (32) de sé-
lection de signal vidéo ultrasonore en données
internes ;
un moyen de conversion de taille de vidéo des-
tiné à ajuster la taille d’image des données vidéo
externes délivrées en sortie par le moyen (31)
de conversion vidéo externe ;
un moyen (32) de combinaison d’image destiné
à combiner les données vidéo internes délivrées
en sortie par le moyen de conversion vidéo in-
terne et les données vidéo de conversion exter-
nes délivrées en sortie par le moyen de conver-
sion de taille de vidéo ; et
un moyen (33) de conversion de données vidéo
destiné à convertir les données vidéo combi-
nées délivrées en sortie par le moyen (32) de
combinaison d’image en une pluralité de si-
gnaux vidéo.

6. Appareil de diagnostic à ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, comprenant :

un moyen (34) d’entrée d’image externe destiné
à délivrer en entrée l’image optique
endoscopique ;
un moyen (35) d’entrée de données ultrasono-
res destiné à délivrer en entrée les données de
réception ultrasonores ;
un moyen (37) de conversion vidéo d’entrée ex-
terne destiné à convertir le signal vidéo délivré
en entrée par le moyen d’entrée d’image externe
en données vidéo externes ;
un moyen (38) de transmission de données ex-
ternes destiné à transmettre les données vidéo
externes vers une unité (36) de génération
d’image ;
un moyen (39) de traitement d’image tomogra-
phique ultrasonore destiné à générer des don-
nées d’image tomographique ultrasonores à

partir des données de réception ultrasonores
délivrées en entrée par le moyen (35) d’entrée
de données ultrasonores et un moyen (40) de
traitement Doppler pour générer des données
d’état dynamique du débit sanguin ;
un moyen (41) de transmission de données in-
ternes destiné à transmettre les données d’ima-
ge tomographique ultrasonores obtenues par le
moyen (39) de traitement d’image tomographi-
que ultrasonore et les données d’état dynami-
que du débit sanguin obtenues par le moyen de
traitement Doppler vers l’unité (36) de généra-
tion d’image ;
l’unité (36) de génération d’image étant munie
d’un moyen (42) de réception de données des-
tiné à recevoir les données transmises depuis
le moyen (41) de transmission de données in-
ternes et le moyen (38) de transmission de don-
nées externes ;
un moyen (44) de mémorisation destiné à mé-
moriser diverses données reçues depuis le
moyen (38, 41) de réception de données ;
un moyen (43) de traitement destiné à extraire
les diverses données provenant du moyen de
mémorisation (44) et à réaliser un traitement de
correction d’image ; et
un moyen (45) de sortie d’image destiné à con-
vertir les données d’image sur lesquelles le trai-
tement de correction d’image est exécuté par le
moyen de traitement de correction d’image en
un signal vidéo.
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