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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate fo the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-18

An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus obtaining plural
ultrasonic tomographic images at a process that an
ultrasonic probe moves and scans within a body cavity of a
body to be examined, the apparatus comprising:

position information detecting means for detecting position
information of plural ultrasonic tomographic images obtained
in a process that the ultrasonic probe moves within a body
cavity of a body to be examined; and tomographic parallel
images constructing means for constructing plural
tomographic parallel images arranged along a scan path of
the ultrasonic probe based on the position information
obtained by the position information detecting means.

And an apparatus further coprising direction detecting
means.

2. claims: 19-32

An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus moving an ultrasonic
transducer within a body cavity of a body to be examined and
creating plural chronological tomographic images in
accordance with the movement, the apparatus comprising:
position information detecting means for detecting position
information of the ultrasonic transducer when the
tomographic images are obtained; and auxiliary image
creating means for creating an auxiliary image

indicating position information of the tomographic images
along a path of the movement of the ultrasonic transducer
based on position information obtained by the position
information detecting means and the tomographic images
corresponding to the position information.

The features common to all independent claims 1, 4 and 19, namely an
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus obtaining plural ultrasonic tomographic
images at a process that an ultrasonic probe moves and scans within a
body cavity of a body to be examined, the apparatus comprising position
information detecting means are known in the art, see for instance
US5294989, abstract and fig. 1.

The claims 1-18 are directed to tomographic parallel images constructing
means wheereas claims 10-32 relate to the creation of an auxiliary image
creating means. In claims 19-32 the tomographic images from the
ultrasonic transducer are claimed to be taken chronologically. These
special technical features are different and are aimed at solving
different problems. The requirements of Article 82 and Rule 44 EPC are
therefore not met.
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