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(54) ULTRASONIC ENDOSCOPE

(57) An ultrasound endoscope according to the
present invention includes an insertion portion to be in-
serted into a subject, and includes: an ultrasound func-
tional unit provided at a distal end of the insertion portion,
the ultrasound functional unit including an ultrasound
transducer configured to transmit and receive an ultra-
sound wave on a surface including a longitudinal axis of
the insertion portion, the surface being parallel to the lon-
gitudinal axis; and an endoscope functional unit connect-
ed to the ultrasound functional unit, the endoscope func-
tional unit at least including: a balloon locking portion
having a groove shape that can lock a balloon; and an

imaging optical system, wherein a first plane passes, in
a direction of the longitudinal axis of the insertion portion,
through an end portion of the ultrasound transducer near
the endoscope functional unit, the first plane being per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of the insertion portion,
and the first plane is positioned closer to a proximal end
than a second plane passing through an end portion of
the endoscope functional unit near the ultrasound func-
tional unit, the end portion of the endoscope functional
unit being a boundary between the ultrasound functional
unit and the endoscope functional unit.
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Description

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasound
endoscope including an ultrasound transducer that emits
ultrasound waves onto an observation target, receives
an ultrasound echo reflected by the observation target,
converts the ultrasound echo into an echo signal, and
outputs the echo signal.

Background

[0002] For observing the property of body tissue or ma-
terial that is an observation target, ultrasound waves are
applied in some cases. More particularly, an ultrasound
observation apparatus can acquire information related
to the property of the observation target, by performing
predetermined signal processing on an ultrasound echo
received from an ultrasound transducer that transmits
and receives ultrasound waves.
[0003] The ultrasound transducer includes a plurality
of piezoelectric elements that converts an electrical pulse
signal into an ultrasound pulse (acoustic pulse), emits
the ultrasound pulse onto the observation target, con-
verts the ultrasound echo reflected by the observation
target, into an electrical echo signal, and outputs the elec-
trical echo signal. For example, by arranging a plurality
of piezoelectric elements along a predetermined direc-
tion, and electrically switching an element involved in the
transmission and reception, or delaying the transmission
and reception of each element, an ultrasound echo is
acquired from the observation target.
[0004] There are known a plurality of types of ultra-
sound transducers having different ultrasound-beam
transmission and reception directions, such as a convex
type, a linear type, and a radial type. Among these types,
a convex-type ultrasound transducer includes a plurality
of piezoelectric elements arrayed along a curved surface,
and each element emits an ultrasound beam in a radial
direction of the curved surface (e.g., refer to Patent Lit-
erature 1). Patent Literature 1 discloses a configuration
in which a convex-type ultrasound transducer is provided
at a distal end of an insertion portion of an ultrasound
endoscope.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005] Patent Literature 1: JP 2004-254942 A

Summary

Technical Problem

[0006] Nevertheless, the ultrasound endoscope dis-
closed in Patent Literature 1 has such a problem that, if

a curvature radius of the curved surface of the convex-
type ultrasound transducer (curved surface passing
through distal ends of a plurality of piezoelectric ele-
ments) is increased, an extension length of the ultra-
sound transducer with respect to a longitudinal axis di-
rection of the insertion portion becomes long.
[0007] The present invention has been devised in view
of the foregoing, and the object of the present invention
is to provide an ultrasound endoscope that can increase
a curvature radius of an ultrasound transducer without
causing upsizing.

Solution to Problem

[0008] To solve the above-described problem and
achieve the object, an ultrasound endoscope according
to the present invention includes an insertion portion to
be inserted into a subject, and includes: an ultrasound
functional unit provided at a distal end of the insertion
portion, the ultrasound functional unit including an ultra-
sound transducer configured to transmit and receive an
ultrasound wave on a surface including a longitudinal axis
of the insertion portion, the surface being parallel to the
longitudinal axis; and an endoscope functional unit con-
nected to the ultrasound functional unit, the endoscope
functional unit at least including: a balloon locking portion
having a groove shape that can lock a balloon; and an
imaging optical system, wherein a first plane passes, in
a direction of the longitudinal axis of the insertion portion,
through an end portion of the ultrasound transducer near
the endoscope functional unit, the first plane being per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of the insertion portion,
and the first plane is positioned closer to a proximal end
than a second plane passing through an end portion of
the endoscope functional unit near the ultrasound func-
tional unit, the end portion of the endoscope functional
unit being a boundary between the ultrasound functional
unit and the endoscope functional unit.
[0009] Moreover, in the above-described ultrasound
endoscope according to the present invention, the ultra-
sound functional unit is detachable from the endoscope
functional unit.
[0010] Moreover, the above-described ultrasound en-
doscope according to the present invention further in-
cludes a rotation suppression unit configured to suppress
rotation of the ultrasound functional unit around an axis
that is parallel to the longitudinal axis, with respect to the
endoscope functional unit.
[0011] Moreover, an ultrasound endoscope according
to the present invention includes an insertion portion to
be inserted into a subject, and includes: an ultrasound
functional unit provided at a distal end of the insertion
portion, the ultrasound functional unit including an ultra-
sound transducer configured to transmit and receive an
ultrasound wave on a surface including a longitudinal axis
of the insertion portion, and the surface being parallel to
the longitudinal axis; an endoscope functional unit that
at least includes an imaging optical system; and a balloon
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locking portion configured to connect the ultrasound func-
tional unit and the endoscope functional unit, the balloon
locking portion having a groove shape that can lock a
balloon, wherein a first plane passes, in a direction of the
longitudinal axis of the insertion portion, through a first
end portion of the ultrasound transducer near the endo-
scope functional unit, the first plane being perpendicular
to the longitudinal axis of the insertion portion, and the
first plane is positioned closer to a proximal end than a
second plane passing through a second end portion of
the balloon locking portion near the ultrasound functional
unit.
[0012] Moreover, in the above-described ultrasound
endoscope according to the present invention, a first dis-
tance in a direction of the longitudinal axis from a distal
end of the longitudinal axis of the ultrasound functional
unit to the second end portion is smaller than a second
distance in the direction of the longitudinal axis between
both end portions of the ultrasound functional unit.
[0013] Moreover, in the above-described ultrasound
endoscope according to the present invention, relation-
ships represented by following formulae (1) to (4) are
satisfied: 

and 

where a distance in a direction of the longitudinal axis
from a third end portion on a distal end side of the longi-
tudinal axis of the ultrasound functional unit to the second
end portion is denoted by m1, a distance between the
first and third end portions is denoted by m2, a distance
in the direction of the longitudinal axis between the first
and third end portions is denoted by m3, a distance that
is a largest distance in a direction perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis from the third end portion to an end por-
tion of the ultrasound transducer is denoted by m4, a
curvature radius of a curved surface of the ultrasound
transducer is denoted by R, an angle formed by the sec-
ond and third end portions and a center of curvature of
the curved surface of the ultrasound transducer is denot-
ed by θ1, and an angle formed by a straight line being
parallel to the longitudinal axis and a straight line passing
through the second and third end portions is denoted by
θ2.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0014] According to the present invention, such an ef-
fect that a curvature radius of an ultrasound transducer
can be increased without causing upsizing is brought
about.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating an en-
doscope system according to a first embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of an insertion portion of
an ultrasound endoscope according to the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a perspective view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of the insertion portion of
the ultrasound endoscope according to the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a partially-enlarged view schematically il-
lustrating a configuration of an ultrasound functional
unit according to the first embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 5 is a perspective view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of the insertion portion of
the ultrasound endoscope according to the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a plan view schematically illustrating a con-
figuration of the insertion portion of the ultrasound
endoscope according to the first embodiment of the
present invention that is viewed from a distal end
side.
FIG. 7 is a perspective view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of the insertion portion of
the ultrasound endoscope according to the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 8 is a perspective view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of an insertion portion of
an ultrasound endoscope according to a modified
example of the first embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 9 is a perspective view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of an insertion portion of
an ultrasound endoscope according to a second em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 10 is a perspective view schematically illustrat-
ing a distal end configuration of the insertion portion
of the ultrasound endoscope according to the second
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is a partially-enlarged view schematically il-
lustrating a configuration of an ultrasound functional
unit according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 12 is a side view schematically illustrating a
distal end configuration of the insertion portion of the
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ultrasound endoscope according to the second em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Description of Embodiments

[0016] A mode for carrying out the present invention
(hereinafter, referred to as an embodiment) will be de-
scribed below with reference to the drawings. In addition,
the present invention is not limited by the embodiment
to be described below. Furthermore, in the description
of the drawings, the same parts are assigned the same
signs.

(First Embodiment)

[0017] FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating an
endoscope system according to a first embodiment of
the present invention. An endoscope system 1 is a sys-
tem for performing ultrasound diagnosis of the inside of
a subject such as a human, using an ultrasound endo-
scope. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the endoscope system 1
includes an ultrasound endoscope 2, an ultrasound ob-
servation apparatus 3, an endoscope observation appa-
ratus 4, a display device 5, and a light source device 6.
[0018] The ultrasound endoscope 2 converts an elec-
trical pulse signal received from the ultrasound observa-
tion apparatus 3, into an ultrasound pulse (acoustic
pulse), emits the ultrasound pulse onto a subject at its
distal end portion, converts an ultrasound echo reflected
by the subject, into an electrical echo signal represented
by voltage change, and outputs the electrical echo signal.
[0019] The ultrasound endoscope 2 normally includes
an imaging optical system and an image sensor, is in-
serted into a digestive tract (esophagus, stomach, duo-
denum, large intestine) or a respiratory organ (trachea,
bronchus) of the subject, and can perform capturing of
the digestive tract or the respiratory organ. In addition,
their adjacent organs (pancreas, cholecystis, biliary duct,
biliary tract, lymph nodes, mediastinum organ, blood ves-
sels, etc.) can be captured using ultrasound waves. In
addition, the ultrasound endoscope 2 includes a light
guide that guides illumination light to be emitted onto a
subject when optical capturing is performed. The light
guide has a distal end portion and a proximal end portion.
The distal end portion reaches a distal end of an insertion
portion to be inserted into a subject of the ultrasound
endoscope 2. On the other hand, the proximal end portion
is connected to the light source device 6 that generates
illumination light.
[0020] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the ultrasound endo-
scope 2 includes an insertion portion 21, an operating
unit 22, a universal cord 23, and a connector 24. The
insertion portion 21 is a portion to be inserted into the
subject. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the insertion portion 21
includes a rigid distal end portion 211 that is provided on
a distal end side, and holds a ultrasound transducer 7, a
curve portion 212 capable of curving that is connected
to a proximal end side of the distal end portion 211, and

a flexible tube portion 213 having flexibility that is con-
nected to a proximal end side of the curve portion 212.
Here, inside the insertion portion 21, a light guide for
transferring illumination light supplied from the light
source device 6, and a plurality of signal cables for trans-
ferring various signals are laid, and a processing tool
insertion path for inserting a processing tool is formed,
of which specific illustrations are omitted in the drawings.
In addition, in this specification, the ultrasound transduc-
er 7 side of the insertion portion 21 will be referred to as
a distal end (also referred to as one end in a longitudinal
axis N (refer to FIG. 4) direction of the insertion portion
21), and a side connecting to the operating unit 22 will
be referred to as a proximal end (also referred to as an-
other end in the longitudinal axis N direction of the inser-
tion portion 21).
[0021] The ultrasound transducer 7 may be any of a
convex transducer and a linear transducer. In this first
embodiment, the description will be given assuming that
the ultrasound endoscope 2 electrically performs scan-
ning by providing, as the ultrasound transducer 7, a plu-
rality of piezoelectric elements in an array, and electri-
cally switching a piezoelectric element involved in trans-
mission and reception, or delaying transmission and re-
ception of each piezoelectric element. Nevertheless, the
ultrasound endoscope 2 may mechanically scan the ul-
trasound transducer 7. A configuration of the ultrasound
transducer 7 will be described later.
[0022] FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically illus-
trating a distal end configuration of the insertion portion
of the ultrasound endoscope according to this first em-
bodiment. FIG. 3 is a perspective view schematically il-
lustrating a distal end configuration of the insertion por-
tion of the ultrasound endoscope according to this first
embodiment, and is a perspective view of the distal end
configuration of the insertion portion that is viewed from
an opposite direction to FIG. 2. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the distal end portion 211 includes an ultrasound func-
tional unit 214 that holds the ultrasound transducer 7,
and an endoscope functional unit 215 including an ob-
servation window 215a that causes light to enter an im-
aging optical system that includes an objective lens and
the like, and takes in light from the outside, and an illu-
mination window 215b being a part of an illumination op-
tical system that collects illumination light and emits the
illumination light to the outside. In the endoscope func-
tional unit 215, a processing tool protrusion port 215c
that is communicated with the processing tool insertion
path formed in the insertion portion 21, and causes a
processing tool to protrude from the distal end of the in-
sertion portion 21 is formed. The endoscope functional
unit 215 detachably connects with the ultrasound func-
tional unit 214 at one end, and connects to the curve
portion 212 at another end. The processing tool insertion
path is provided so that an end vicinity connecting to the
processing tool protrusion port 215c inclines with respect
to the longitudinal axis N of the insertion portion 21, and
the processing tool protrudes from the processing tool
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protrusion port 215c in a direction inclining with respect
to the longitudinal axis N. The longitudinal axis N here
refers to an axis extending along the longitudinal direction
of the insertion portion 21. In the curve portion 212 and
the flexible tube portion 213, an axis direction varies de-
pending on each position. Nevertheless, in the rigid distal
end portion 211, the longitudinal axis N is an axis forming
a fixed straight line.
[0023] The operating unit 22 is a portion that is con-
nected to a proximal end side of the insertion portion 21,
and receives various operations from a doctor or the like.
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the operating unit 22 includes a
curve knob 221 for performing a curving operation of the
curve portion 212, and a plurality of operating members
222 for performing various operations. In addition, a
processing tool insertion port 223 that is communicated
with the processing tool insertion path, and is provided
for inserting the processing tool into the processing tool
insertion path is formed in the operating unit 22.
[0024] The universal cord 23 is a cable extending from
the operating unit 22, and in which a plurality of signal
cables for transferring various signals, optical fibers for
transferring illumination light supplied from the light
source device 6, and the like are laid.
[0025] The connector 24 is provided at a distal end of
the universal cord 23. In addition, the connector 24 in-
cludes first to third connector portions 241 to 243 to which
an ultrasound cable 31, a video cable 41, and an optical
fiber cable 61 are respectively connected.
[0026] The ultrasound observation apparatus 3 elec-
trically-connects to the ultrasound endoscope 2 via the
ultrasound cable 31 (FIG. 1), outputs a pulse signal to
the ultrasound endoscope 2 via the ultrasound cable 31,
and inputs an echo signal from the ultrasound endoscope
2. Then, the ultrasound observation apparatus 3 per-
forms predetermined processing on the echo signal to
generate an ultrasound image.
[0027] The endoscope observation apparatus 4 elec-
trically-connects to the ultrasound endoscope 2 via the
video cable 41 (FIG. 1), and inputs an image signal from
the ultrasound endoscope 2 via the video cable 41. Then,
the endoscope observation apparatus 4 performs prede-
termined processing on the image signal to generate an
endoscope image.
[0028] The display device 5 is formed by using a liquid
crystal, an organic electro luminescence (EL), a projec-
tor, a cathode ray tube (CRT), or the like, and displays
the ultrasound image generated in the ultrasound obser-
vation apparatus 3, the endoscope image generated in
the endoscope observation apparatus 4, and the like.
[0029] The light source device 6 connects to the ultra-
sound endoscope 2 via the optical fiber cable 61 (FIG.
1), and supplies, via the optical fiber cable 61, illumination
light for illuminating the inside of a subject, to the ultra-
sound endoscope 2.
[0030] Subsequently, a configuration of the ultrasound
transducer 7 provided at the distal end of the insertion
portion 21 will be described with reference to FIGS. 2 to

4. FIG. 4 is a partially-enlarged view schematically illus-
trating a configuration of the ultrasound functional unit
according to this first embodiment, and is a partially-en-
larged view in which a plane passing through the longi-
tudinal axis of the insertion portion 21 is assumed to be
a cutting plane. In this first embodiment, the description
will be given assuming that the ultrasound transducer 7
is a convex-type ultrasound transducer as illustrated in
FIG. 2, and is a one-dimensional array (1D array) having
a piezoelectric element group 71 in which a plurality of
piezoelectric elements is arrayed in a line. In other words,
in the ultrasound transducer 7 according to this first em-
bodiment, the plurality of piezoelectric elements 71 is ar-
ranged along an outer surface forming a curved surface
of the ultrasound transducer 7, and transmits and re-
ceives ultrasound waves on a surface including the lon-
gitudinal axis N and being parallel to the longitudinal axis
N.
[0031] The ultrasound transducer 7 includes the pie-
zoelectric element group 71 having a prismatic shape,
and including a plurality of piezoelectric elements ar-
ranged with a uniform longitudinal direction, an acoustic
matching layer 72 each provided on the outer surface
side of the ultrasound transducer 7 for the piezoelectric
element group 71, an acoustic lens 73 provided on an
opposite side to the side of the acoustic matching layer
72 that is in contact with the piezoelectric element group
71, a relay board 74 that electrically connects each pie-
zoelectric element of the piezoelectric element group 71,
and a cable into which the insertion portion 21 is inserted,
and a backing material (not illustrated) provided on an
opposite side to a side of the piezoelectric element group
71 that is in contact with the acoustic matching layer 72
(refer to FIG. 4). The backing material fills a hollow space
formed between the acoustic matching layer 72 and a
wall portion having a cup shape and accommodating the
relay board 74. A cable 74a into which the insertion por-
tion 21 is to be inserted is connected to the relay board 74.
[0032] The piezoelectric element converts an electrical
pulse signal into an ultrasound pulse (acoustic pulse),
emits the ultrasound pulse onto a subject, converts an
ultrasound echo reflected by the subject, into an electrical
echo signal represented by a voltage change, and out-
puts the electrical echo signal.
[0033] The acoustic matching layer 72 matches acous-
tic impedance between a piezoelectric element and an
observation target for efficiently transmitting sound (ul-
trasound waves) between the piezoelectric element
group 71 and the observation target. The acoustic match-
ing layer 72 may be formed of a plurality of layers made
of materials different from each other, or may be one
layer depending on the properties of the piezoelectric
element and the observation target.
[0034] The acoustic lens 73 covers the acoustic match-
ing layer 72 and the outer surface of the wall portion. The
acoustic lens 73 constitutes a part of the outer surface
of the ultrasound transducer 7. The acoustic lens 73 is
formed by using silicone, polymethylpentene, epoxy res-
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in, polyetherimide, and the like. One surface of the acous-
tic lens 73 has a convex shape or a concave shape so
as to have a function of stopping down ultrasound waves.
The acoustic lens 73 emits ultrasound waves having
passed through the acoustic matching layer 72, to the
outside, or takes in an ultrasound echo from the outside.
The acoustic lens 73 can be arbitrarily provided, and a
configuration not including the acoustic lens 73 may be
employed.
[0035] The backing material attenuates unnecessary
ultrasound vibration generated by an operation of the pi-
ezoelectric element. The backing material is formed by
using material having a large attenuation rate, such as,
for example, epoxy resin in which fillers such as alumina
and zirconia are dispersed, or rubber in which the afore-
mentioned fillers are dispersed.
[0036] As mentioned above, the ultrasound functional
unit 214 detachably connects with the endoscope func-
tional unit 215. More particularly, the ultrasound function-
al unit 214 includes a main body portion 214a that holds
the ultrasound transducer 7, and a protrusion portion
214b that protrudes from the main body portion 214a,
and connects with the endoscope functional unit 215. In
contrast to this, the endoscope functional unit 215 in-
cludes a hole portion 215d that is provided at an end
portion on the opposite side to a side connecting with the
curve portion 212, and is a hole connecting with the ul-
trasound functional unit 214, and a balloon locking por-
tion 215e having a groove shape that can lock a balloon
(not illustrated). The ultrasound functional unit 214 and
the endoscope functional unit 215 connect to each other
by the protrusion portion 214b fitting into the hole portion
215d. At this time, both units may be fixed by a known
method such as adhesive agent and screwing.
[0037] The ultrasound transducer 7 having the above
configuration emits ultrasound waves onto an observa-
tion target via the acoustic matching layer 72 and the
acoustic lens 73 by each piezoelectric element vibrating
according to an input of a pulse signal. At this time, in
the piezoelectric elements, on an opposite side to an ar-
rangement side of the acoustic matching layer 72 and
the acoustic lens 73, due to the backing material, vibra-
tion of the piezoelectric elements is attenuated, and the
vibration of the piezoelectric elements is not transmitted.
In addition, ultrasound waves reflected by the observa-
tion target are transmitted to each piezoelectric element
via the acoustic matching layer 72 and the acoustic lens
73. The piezoelectric element vibrates according to the
transmitted ultrasound waves, and the piezoelectric ele-
ment converts the vibration into an electrical echo signal,
and outputs, as an echo signal, the electrical echo signal
to the ultrasound observation apparatus 3 via a cable
(not illustrated).
[0038] Subsequently, the arrangement of the ultra-
sound transducer 7 in the ultrasound functional unit 214
will be described with reference to FIG. 4. As illustrated
in FIG. 4, a plane P1 (first plane) passes, in the longitu-
dinal axis N direction of the insertion portion 21, through

an end portion of the ultrasound transducer 7 near the
endoscope functional unit 215 and is perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis N of the insertion portion 21. The
plane P1 is positioned closer to a proximal end than a
plane P2 (second plane) passing through an end portion
of the hole portion 215d near the ultrasound functional
unit 214, the end portion being an end portion of the en-
doscope functional unit 215 and being a boundary be-
tween the ultrasound functional unit 214 and the endo-
scope functional unit 215.
[0039] For example, in the case of increasing a curva-
ture radius of a curved surface of the ultrasound trans-
ducer 7 (curved surface passing through distal ends of
a plurality of piezoelectric elements) without changing
the size and the number of piezoelectric elements, even
if the ultrasound transducer 7 upsizes, if an end portion
on the proximal end side of the ultrasound transducer 7
is extended toward the proximal end side in the longitu-
dinal axis N direction of the insertion portion 21 so as to
satisfy a positional relationship with the plane P1 and the
plane P2, without elongating an end portion on the distal
end side of the ultrasound transducer 7, even if the ul-
trasound transducer 7 upsizes, the insertion portion 21
can be formed without elongating an extension length in
the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion portion 21.
[0040] FIG. 5 is a perspective view schematically illus-
trating a distal end configuration of the insertion portion
of the ultrasound endoscope according to this first em-
bodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the outer surface of
the ultrasound transducer 7 does not interfere with an
axis L1 extending in an extending direction of the process-
ing tool protruding from the processing tool protrusion
port 215c. Thus, if the ultrasound transducer 7 satisfies
the aforementioned positional relationship with the plane
P1 and the plane P2, the ultrasound transducer 7 does
not interfere with an operation of the processing tool pro-
truding from the processing tool protrusion port 215c.
[0041] FIG. 6 is a plan view schematically illustrating
a configuration of the insertion portion of the ultrasound
endoscope according to this first embodiment that is
viewed from a distal end side. As illustrated in FIG. 6, an
axis L2 passing through the center of the ultrasound
transducer 7 in a direction perpendicular to the longitu-
dinal axis direction of the insertion portion 21, and being
parallel to the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion
portion 21 is offset with respect to an axis L3 passing
through the center of the observation window 215a, and
being parallel to the longitudinal axis direction of the in-
sertion portion 21. Thus, for example, even if the outer
surface of the acoustic lens 73 forms a convex shape
along a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
direction of the insertion portion 21, the ultrasound trans-
ducer 7 does not interfere with light entering the obser-
vation window 215a.
[0042] FIG. 7 is a perspective view schematically illus-
trating a distal end configuration of the insertion portion
of the ultrasound endoscope according to this first em-
bodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the outer surface of
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the ultrasound transducer 7 does not interfere with an
optical axis L4 (imaging optical axis of imaging optical
system) of light entering the observation window 215a,
and an optical axis L5 of illumination light emitted by the
illumination window 215b constituting a part of the illumi-
nation optical system. Thus, if the ultrasound transducer
7 satisfies the aforementioned positional relationship
with the plane P1 and the plane P2, the ultrasound trans-
ducer 7 does not interfere with observation light entering
the imaging optical system, and illumination light emitted
from the illumination window 215b.
[0043] According to this first embodiment described
above, in the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion
portion 21, the plane P1 passing through an end portion
on the endoscope functional unit 215 side of the ultra-
sound transducer 7, and being perpendicular to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the insertion portion 21 is positioned on
the proximal end side of the plane P2 passing through
an end portion of the endoscope functional unit 215 that
serves as a boundary between the ultrasound functional
unit 214 and the endoscope functional unit 215, and is
an end portion on the ultrasound functional unit 214 side
of the hole portion 215d. Thus, a curvature radius of the
ultrasound transducer 7 can be increased without elon-
gating an extension length of the ultrasound transducer
7, and without causing upsizing.
[0044] In addition, in the aforementioned first embod-
iment, the description has been given using the 1D array
as an example. Alternatively, a 1.25D array, 1.5D array,
1.75D array, and the like, in which a plurality of piezoe-
lectric elements (vibration portions) is arrayed in a direc-
tion (elevation direction) substantially-perpendicular to a
scanning direction of the ultrasound transducer (an array
direction of the piezoelectric elements in the 1D array),
can also be applied. In addition, in this first embodiment,
1.25D, 1.5D, and 1.75D that are divided in the elevation
direction, and acquire one ultrasound image in the scan-
ning direction are included assuming that a plurality of
piezoelectric elements is one-dimensionally arrayed.
[0045] In addition, in the aforementioned first embod-
iment, the description has been given assuming that the
ultrasound functional unit 214 and the endoscope func-
tional unit 215 are separate units. Nevertheless, if the
aforementioned positional relationship with the plane P1
and the plane P2 is satisfied, the units may be integrally
provided.

(Modified Example of First Embodiment)

[0046] FIG. 8 is a perspective view schematically illus-
trating a distal end configuration of an insertion portion
of an ultrasound endoscope according to a modified ex-
ample of this first embodiment. In this modified example,
the main body portion 214a according to the aforemen-
tioned first embodiment is provided with a projection por-
tion 214c, and a recessed portion 215f is provided on an
outer circumferential surface of the hole portion 215d.
[0047] More particularly, the projection portion 214c is

provided at an end portion of the main body portion 214a
on a side connecting with the endoscope functional unit
215. In addition, the recessed portion 215f is provided
on a surface that is the outer circumferential surface of
the hole portion 215d, and is in contact with the ultra-
sound functional unit 214, according to a formation po-
sition of the projection portion 214c. The projection por-
tion 214c can fit into the recessed portion 215f, and at
least a side surface in a direction rotating around the
longitudinal axis of the insertion portion 21 fits thereinto
with being in contact with a wall surface of the recessed
portion 215f.
[0048] According to this modified example, the main
body portion 214a is provided with the projection portion
214c, and the recessed portion 215f is provided on the
outer circumferential surface of the hole portion 215d,
and the projection portion 214c fits into with being in con-
tact with the wall surface of the recessed portion 215f, at
least on the side surface in the direction rotating around
the axis N being parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
insertion portion 21. Thus, the ultrasound functional unit
214 and the endoscope functional unit 215 can be rela-
tively positioned, and the ultrasound functional unit 214
can suppress the rotation around the longitudinal axis of
the insertion portion 21.

(Second Embodiment)

[0049] FIG. 9 is a perspective view schematically illus-
trating a distal end configuration of an insertion portion
of an ultrasound endoscope according to a second em-
bodiment of the present invention. FIG. 10 is a perspec-
tive view schematically illustrating a distal end configu-
ration of the insertion portion of the ultrasound endo-
scope according to this second embodiment, and is a
perspective view of a distal end configuration of the in-
sertion portion that is viewed from an opposite direction
to FIG. 9. In the aforementioned first embodiment, the
description has been given assuming that, in the distal
end portion 211, the ultrasound functional unit 214 and
the endoscope functional unit 215 are provided as sep-
arate units. Nevertheless, in a distal end portion 216 ac-
cording to this second embodiment, an ultrasound func-
tional unit 216a and an endoscope functional unit 216b
are integrally provided.
[0050] As illustrated in FIG. 9, the distal end portion
216 includes the ultrasound functional unit 216a that
holds the ultrasound transducer 7, the endoscope func-
tional unit 216b including an observation window 216ba
that causes light to enter an imaging optical system that
includes an objective lens and the like, and takes in light
from the outside, and an illumination window 216bb con-
stituting a part of an illumination optical system that col-
lects illumination light and emits the light to the outside,
and a balloon locking portion 216c that is provided be-
tween the ultrasound functional unit 216a and the endo-
scope functional unit 216b to connect the ultrasound
functional unit 216a and the endoscope functional unit
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216b, and has a groove shape for locking a balloon. In
the endoscope functional unit 216b, a processing tool
protrusion port 216bc that is communicated with the
processing tool insertion path formed in the insertion por-
tion 21, and causes a processing tool to protrude from
the distal end of the insertion portion 21 is formed. The
endoscope functional unit 216b connects to the ultra-
sound functional unit 216a at one end, and connects to
the curve portion 212 at another end.
[0051] Subsequently, the arrangement of the ultra-
sound transducer 7 in the ultrasound functional unit 216a
will be described with reference to FIG. 11. FIG. 11 is a
partially-enlarged view schematically illustrating a con-
figuration of the ultrasound functional unit according to
this second embodiment, and is a partially-enlarged view
in which a plane passing through the longitudinal axis N
of the insertion portion 21 is assumed to be a cutting
plane. As illustrated in FIG. 11, in the longitudinal axis N
direction of the insertion portion 21, a plane P3 (first plane)
passing through an end portion (first end portion) on the
endoscope functional unit 216b side of the ultrasound
transducer 7, and being perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis N of the insertion portion 21 is positioned on a prox-
imal end side of a plane P4 (second plane) passing
through an end portion (second end portion) on the ul-
trasound functional unit 216a side of the balloon locking
portion 216c.
[0052] For example, in the case of increasing a curva-
ture radius of a curved surface of the ultrasound trans-
ducer 7 (curved surface passing through distal ends of
a plurality of piezoelectric elements) without changing
the size and the number of piezoelectric elements, if an
end portion on the proximal end side of the ultrasound
transducer 7 is extended toward the proximal end side
of the insertion portion 21 so as to satisfy a positional
relationship with the plane P3 and the plane P4, without
elongating an end portion on the distal end side of the
ultrasound transducer 7, even if the ultrasound transduc-
er 7 upsizes, the insertion portion 21 can be formed with-
out elongating an extension length in the longitudinal axis
direction of the insertion portion 21.
[0053] FIG. 12 is a side view schematically illustrating
a distal end configuration of the insertion portion of the
ultrasound endoscope according to this second embod-
iment, and is a diagram illustrating a relationship between
lengths of portions in the distal end portion 216. When a
largest diameter of the endoscope functional unit 216b
is denoted by D1, a smallest diameter of the endoscope
functional unit 216b is denoted by D2, an end portion
(third end portion) on a distal end side in an array direction
of the piezoelectric elements of the ultrasound transducer
7 is denoted by Q1, an end portion (first end portion) on
a proximal end side is denoted by Q2, a distance that is
from the end portion Q1 to an end portion (second end
portion) on the ultrasound functional unit 216a side of the
balloon locking portion 216c, and is a distance (first dis-
tance) in the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion
portion 21 is denoted by m1, a distance between the end

portions Q1 and Q2 is denoted by m2, a distance (second
distance) in the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion
portion 21 between the end portions Q1 and Q2 is denoted
by m3, a distance that is from the end portion Q1 to the
end portion of the ultrasound transducer 7, and is the
largest distance in a direction perpendicular to the longi-
tudinal axis N direction of the insertion portion 21 is de-
noted by m4, a curvature radius of the curved surface of
the ultrasound transducer 7 (curved surface passing
through distal ends of a plurality of piezoelectric ele-
ments) is denoted by R, an angle formed by the end por-
tions Q1 and Q2, and the center of curvature of the curved
surface of the ultrasound transducer 7 is denoted by θ1,
and an angle formed by a straight line being parallel to
the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion portion 21,
and a straight line passing through the end portions Q1
and Q2 is denoted by θ2, relationships represented by
the following formulae (1) to (4) are satisfied. 

[0054] In addition, as in the aforementioned first em-
bodiment, the outer surface of the ultrasound transducer
7 is provided so as not to interfere with the axis (axis L1)
extending in an extending direction of the processing tool
protruding from the processing tool protrusion port
216bc. Thus, if the ultrasound transducer 7 satisfies the
aforementioned positional relationship with the plane P3
and the plane P4, the ultrasound transducer 7 does not
interfere with an operation of the processing tool protrud-
ing from the processing tool protrusion port 216bc.
[0055] In addition, the axis (axis L2) passing through
the center of the ultrasound transducer 7 in a direction
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis direction of the in-
sertion portion 21, and being parallel to the longitudinal
axis direction of the insertion portion 21 is provided to be
offset with respect to the axis (axis L3) passing through
the center of the observation window 216ba, and being
parallel to the longitudinal axis direction of the insertion
portion 21. Thus, for example, even if the outer surface
of the acoustic lens 73 forms a convex shape along a
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis direction
of the insertion portion 21, the ultrasound transducer 7
does not interfere with light entering the observation win-
dow 216ba.
[0056] In addition, the outer surface of the ultrasound
transducer 7 does not interfere with the optical axis (op-
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tical axis L4) of light entering the observation window
216ba, and the optical axis (optical axis L5) of illumination
light emitted by the illumination window 216bb constitut-
ing a part of the illumination optical system. Thus, if the
ultrasound transducer 7 satisfies the aforementioned po-
sitional relationship with the plane P3 and the plane P4,
the ultrasound transducer 7 does not interfere with ob-
servation light entering the observation optical system,
and illumination light emitted from the illumination win-
dow 216bb.
[0057] According to this second embodiment de-
scribed above, the plane P3 passes, in the longitudinal
axis direction of the insertion portion 21, through an end
portion near the endoscope functional unit 216b of the
ultrasound transducer 7 and is perpendicular to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the insertion portion 21. The plane P3 is
positioned closer to the proximal end than the plane P4
passing through an end portion of the balloon locking
portion 216c near the ultrasound functional unit 216a.
Thus, a curvature radius of the ultrasound transducer 7
can be increased without elongating an extension length
of the ultrasound transducer 7, and without causing up-
sizing.
[0058] Modes for carrying out the present invention
have been described so far. Nevertheless, the present
invention is not to be limited only by the aforementioned
embodiments and modified example. The present inven-
tion is not limited to the above-described embodiments
and modified example, and can include various embod-
iments without departing from the technical ideas de-
scribed in the claims. In addition, the configurations in
the embodiments and the modified example may be ap-
propriately combined.
[0059] In addition, an ultrasound miniature probe not
having an optical system and having a thin diameter may
be applied as the ultrasound endoscope. The ultrasound
miniature probe is normally inserted into a biliary tract,
biliary duct, pancreas duct, trachea, bronchus, urethra,
or ureter, and is used when their adjacent organs (pan-
creas, lung, glandula prostatica, urinary bladder, lymph
nodes, etc.) are observed.
[0060] In addition, an external ultrasound probe that
emits ultrasound waves from a body surface of a subject
may be applied as an ultrasound endoscope. The exter-
nal ultrasound probe is normally used when abdominal
organs (liver, cholecystis, urinary bladder), breast (in par-
ticular, glandula mammaria), and glandula thyreoidea
are observed.

Industrial Applicability

[0061] As described above, an ultrasound endoscope
according to the present invention is useful in increasing
a curvature radius of an ultrasound transducer without
causing upsizing.

Reference Signs List

[0062]

1 ENDOSCOPE SYSTEM
2 ULTRASOUND ENDOSCOPE
3 ULTRASOUND OBSERVATION AP-

PARATUS
4 ENDOSCOPE OBSERVATION APPA-

RATUS
5 DISPLAY DEVICE
6 LIGHT SOURCE DEVICE
7 ULTRASOUND TRANSDUCER
21 INSERTION PORTION
22 OPERATING UNIT
23 UNIVERSAL CORD
24 CONNECTOR
31 ULTRASOUND CABLE
41 VIDEO CABLE
61 OPTICAL FIBER CABLE
71 PIEZOELECTRIC ELEMENT GROUP
72 ACOUSTIC MATCHING LAYER
73 ACOUSTIC LENS
74 RELAY BOARD
211, 216 DISTAL END PORTION
212 CURVE PORTION
213 FLEXIBLE TUBE PORTION
214, 216a ULTRASOUND FUNCTIONAL

UNIT
214a MAIN BODY PORTION
214b PROTRUSION PORTION
214c PROJECTION PORTION
215, 216b ENDOSCOPE FUNCTIONAL UNIT
215a, 216ba OBSERVATION WINDOW
215b, 216bb ILLUMINATION WINDOW
215c, 216bc PROCESSING TOOL PROTRUSION

PORT
215d HOLE PORTION
215e, 216c BALLOON LOCKING PORTION
215f RECESSED PORTION
221 CURVE KNOB
222 OPERATING MEMBER
223 PROCESSING TOOL INSERTION

PORT
241 FIRST CONNECTOR PORTION
242 SECOND CONNECTOR PORTION
243 THIRD CONNECTOR PORTION

Claims

1. An ultrasound endoscope including an insertion por-
tion to be inserted into a subject, the ultrasound en-
doscope comprising:

an ultrasound functional unit provided at a distal
end of the insertion portion, the ultrasound func-
tional unit including an ultrasound transducer
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configured to transmit and receive an ultrasound
wave on a surface including a longitudinal axis
of the insertion portion, the surface being parallel
to the longitudinal axis; and
an endoscope functional unit connected to the
ultrasound functional unit, the endoscope func-
tional unit at least including: a balloon locking
portion having a groove shape that can lock a
balloon; and an imaging optical system,
wherein a first plane passes, in a direction of the
longitudinal axis of the insertion portion, through
an end portion of the ultrasound transducer near
the endoscope functional unit, the first plane be-
ing perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the
insertion portion, and
the first plane is positioned closer to a proximal
end than a second plane passing through an
end portion of the endoscope functional unit
near the ultrasound functional unit, the end por-
tion of the endoscope functional unit being a
boundary between the ultrasound functional unit
and the endoscope functional unit.

2. The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1,
wherein the ultrasound functional unit is detachable
from the endoscope functional unit.

3. The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 1 or
2, further comprising a rotation suppression unit con-
figured to suppress rotation of the ultrasound func-
tional unit around an axis that is parallel to the lon-
gitudinal axis, with respect to the endoscope func-
tional unit.

4. An ultrasound endoscope including an insertion por-
tion to be inserted into a subject, the ultrasound en-
doscope comprising:

an ultrasound functional unit provided at a distal
end of the insertion portion, the ultrasound func-
tional unit including an ultrasound transducer
configured to transmit and receive an ultrasound
wave on a surface including a longitudinal axis
of the insertion portion, and the surface being
parallel to the longitudinal axis;
an endoscope functional unit that at least in-
cludes an imaging optical system; and
a balloon locking portion configured to connect
the ultrasound functional unit and the endo-
scope functional unit, the balloon locking portion
having a groove shape that can lock a balloon,
wherein a first plane passes, in a direction of the
longitudinal axis of the insertion portion, through
a first end portion of the ultrasound transducer
near the endoscope functional unit, the first
plane being perpendicular to the longitudinal ax-
is of the insertion portion, and
the first plane is positioned closer to a proximal

end than a second plane passing through a sec-
ond end portion of the balloon locking portion
near the ultrasound functional unit.

5. The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 4,
wherein a first distance in a direction of the longitu-
dinal axis from a distal end of the longitudinal axis
of the ultrasound functional unit to the second end
portion is smaller than a second distance in the di-
rection of the longitudinal axis between both end por-
tions of the ultrasound functional unit.

6. The ultrasound endoscope according to claim 4, re-
lationships represented by following formulae (1) to
(4) are satisfied: 

and 

where a distance in a direction of the longitudinal
axis from a third end portion on a distal end side of
the longitudinal axis of the ultrasound functional unit
to the second end portion is denoted by m1, a dis-
tance between the first and third end portions is de-
noted by m2, a distance in the direction of the longi-
tudinal axis between the first and third end portions
is denoted by m3, a distance that is a largest distance
in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
from the third end portion to an end portion of the
ultrasound transducer is denoted by m4, a curvature
radius of a curved surface of the ultrasound trans-
ducer is denoted by R, an angle formed by the sec-
ond and third end portions and a center of curvature
of the curved surface of the ultrasound transducer
is denoted by θ1, and an angle formed by a straight
line being parallel to the longitudinal axis and a
straight line passing through the second and third
end portions is denoted by θ2.
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