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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasonic apparatus and an ultrasonic diagnostic program for obtaining
biological information inside an object through a transmission and a reception of an ultrasonic wave to and from the
object, particularly to the ultrasonic apparatus and the ultrasonic diagnostic program capable of measuring or using a
frequency dependent attenuation affecting a ultrasonic wave in a living body.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] An ultrasonic apparatus is a diagnostic imaging apparatus which transmits and receives the ultrasonic wave
to and from the object, such as the living body, to non-invasively obtain a tomographic image of a tissue present in the
object. It is known that, when the ultrasonic apparatus transmits the ultrasonic wave in the form of plane wave to the
object, the ultrasonic wave is affected by a frequency dependent attenuation (FDA) along with a propagation of the
ultrasonic wave. The amount of the FDA is determined depending on the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient
β. For example, when an ultrasonic pulse having a center frequency f0 of 2.5 [MHz] is transmitted to the object with a
frequency dependent-attenuation coefficient β=1 [dB/MHz/cm] to obtain an ultrasonic reflection echo of a matter located
at a depth of z=10 [cm] in the object, the ultrasonic pulse is affected by attenuation "At" expressed by a following equation
(1).

[0003] To measure the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β of the living tissue by using a frequency analysis
such as a fast Fourier transformation (FFT), at least a predetermined number of data sets in a target area are required.
However, the value of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β is not necessarily the same even within the
same object, and varies depending on an organ and pathology. Thus, it is difficult to secure a sufficient number of data
sets, and the value of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β in the object is unknown. A public known
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus uses a broadband pulse wave as the ultrasonic pulse to be transmitted. Therefore, the
deeper source of the ultrasonic reflection echo is located, the more the ultrasonic pulse is affected by the FDA and
reduced in the center frequency.
[0004] On the other hand, to obtain a received signal received as the ultrasonic reflection echo with a good S/N (signal
to noise ratio), it is important to adjust a mixing frequency used in a quadrature phase detection to the center frequency
of the received signal in accordance with the depth. However, the value of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient
β of the object constituting the living body is unknown. Usually, therefore, a site for imaging is assumed, and the mixing
frequency is changed in accordance with the depth and in consideration of an average frequency dependent attenuation
coefficient β of the site. For example, a method of determining the value of the mixing frequency through the frequency
analysis of the received signal has been proposed (e.g., Japanese Patent Application Publication (Laid-open: KOKAI)
No. 2003-235844) .
[0005] In the imaging in a color Doppler mode for displaying information of a blood flow speed according to an ultrasonic
Doppler method, the speed "v" of the blood flow is calculated from a following equation (2) using a normalized frequency
"fd" of a detected ultrasonic Doppler signal, the center frequency "fm" of the received signal, a speed of sonic "C", and
a pulse repetition frequency "PRF". The normalized frequency "fd" ranges from -0.5 to 0.5. 

[0006] To measure the distortion of the tissue by using a tissue Doppler method, more accurate information of the
blood flow speed is required. Thus, it is desired to measure and correct the center frequency of the received signal. In
view of this, a method of measuring and correcting the center frequency of the received signal through the frequency
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analysis of the received signal has been proposed (e.g., Japanese Patent Application Publication (Laid-open: KOKAI)
No. 2005-58533).
[0007] On the other hand, a technique of visualizing the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β such that the
frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β directly contributes to the diagnosis has been proposed (e.g., Japanese
Examined Patent Application Publication No. 3-60493). Specifically, there is a method of calculating the frequency
dependent attenuation coefficient β through the frequency analysis of the received signal and visualizing the calculated
frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β. Further, a method of measuring in real time the frequency dependent
attenuation coefficient β by using a spectral moment method has been proposed (e.g., Japanese Examined Patent
Application Publication (Laid-open: KOKOKU) No. 5-41259).
[0008] That is, the frequency dependent-attenuation coefficient β of the tissue has been conventionally measured by
using the frequency analysis. The method of the frequency analysis includes a method of analysis based on a frequency
axis, such as a Fourier transformation, and a method of analysis based on a time axis, such as the spectral moment
method.
[0009] However, the sites in the living body rarely have a uniform impedance difference. Therefore, even if the frequency
analysis is performed in a certain range to measure the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, the range includes
a scatterer having a small impedance difference, such as a parenchyma of the liver, and a reflector having a large
impedance difference, such as a blood vessel wall and a tissue boundary. Further, a ratio of the scatterer having the
small impedance difference or the reflector having the large impedance difference is different from site to site in the
living body.
[0010] Accordingly, if a frequency characteristic is compared between sites of different conditions, an accurate fre-
quency dependent attenuation coefficient β cannot be measured. Particularly, an error is large in the intensity of the
ultrasonic reflection echo required for the calculation of attenuation.
[0011] In addition, there is a circumstance in which a processing of the frequency analysis is generally complicated.
[0012] Further, an imaging according to a contrast echo method using an intravenous ultrasonic contrast agent has
been recently performed. It is desired in the contrast echo method to diagnose the hemodynamics on the basis of the
comparison of a degree of the contrast produced by the contrast agent among the imaged sites. As described above,
however, the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β varies depending on the depth and the organ. Thus, a
circumstance arises in which simple comparison of a luminance of the contrasted ultrasonic image cannot be performed
among the imaged sites. Therefore, it is desired to provide ultrasonic image information enabling the simple comparison
of the luminance, for example, irrespective of the differences in the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, and
thus more useful for the diagnosis.
[0013] EP 1 739 455 A1 and EP 1 346 691 A1 disclose an ultrasonic apparatus according to the preamble of claim 1.
[0014] LIEBLER MARKO ET AL: "Full wave modeling of therapeutic ultrasound: Efficient time-domain implementation
of the frequency power-law attenuation" JOURNAL OF THE ACOUSTICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, AIP / ACOUSTICAL
SOCIETY OF AMERICA, MEL-VILLE, NY, US, vol. 116, no. 5,1 November 2004 (2004-11-01), pages 2742-2750,
XP012072599 ISSN: 0001-4966 and DA COSTA R P B et al: "Broadband ultrasonic attenuation measurements using
coded sweep excitations" ULTRASONICS SYMPOSIUM, 2004 IEEE Montreal, Canada 23-27 Aug. 2004, Piscataway,
NJ, USS, IEEE, vol. 2, 23 August 2004 (2004-08-23), pages 1066-1069, XP010784141 ISBN: 978-0-7803-8412-5 dis-
close known technology relating to the determination of ultrasound generation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0015] The present invention has taken into consideration the above-described problems, and it is an object of the
present invention to provide an ultrasonic apparatus which is able to measure a frequency dependent attenuation that
an ultrasonic is affected with a living body, through an easy-to-use processing.
[0016] Further, the present invention has taken into consideration the above-described problems, and it is an object
of the present invention to provide ultrasonic apparatus which is able to supply utilitarian diagnostic information by using
a measured value of the frequency dependent attenuation that the ultrasonic is affected with the living body.
[0017] These objects are achieved by the ultrasonic apparatus of claim 1.
[0018] Further developments are given in the dependent claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram illustrating a first embodiment of the ultrasonic apparatus according to the present
invention;
Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating a transmitted pulse having an up-chirp waveform and applied to a probe by a trans-
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mission circuit illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating a transmitted pulse having a down-chirp waveform and applied to the probe by the
transmission circuit illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of a reception circuit and an FDA measuring unit
illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating a waveform of an up-chirp received signal "Ru" affected by an FDA and corresponding
to an up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" illustrated in Fig. 2;
Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating a waveform of a down-chirp received signal "Rd" affected by the FDA and corresponding
to a down-chirp transmitted signal "Td" illustrated in Fig. 3;
Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating a frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, and respective frequency amplitude
characteristics of transmitted signals prior to the FDA and received signals affected by the FDA;
Fig. 8 is a diagram for explaining a method of gain correction by a gain correction circuit illustrated in Fig. 4;
Fig. 9 is a diagram for explaining a method of filtering by a bandpass filter illustrated in Fig. 4;
Fig. 10 is a configuration diagram illustrating a second embodiment of the ultrasonic apparatus according to the
present invention;
Fig. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of a reception circuit and the FDA measuring unit
illustrated in Fig. 10; and
Fig. 12 is a configuration diagram illustrating a third embodiment of the ultrasonic apparatus according to the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0020] With reference to the accompanying drawings, description will now be made of embodiments of an ultrasonic
apparatus and an ultrasonic diagnostic program according to the present invention.
[0021] Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram illustrating the first embodiment of the ultrasonic apparatus according to the
present invention.
[0022] An ultrasonic apparatus 1 has a transmission circuit 2, a probe 3, a reception circuit 4, a frequency dependent
attenuation (FDA) measuring unit 5, a B-mode processing system 6, a color Doppler processing system 7, a coordinate
conversion circuit 8, a monitor 9, and a control circuit 10.
[0023] The transmission circuit 2 has a function of generating a transmitted pulse having a predetermined waveform
and a predetermined delay time, and controlling the probe 3 by applying with the generated transmitted pulse so as that
the probe 3 transmits an ultrasonic pulse in accordance with the transmitted pulse. Particularly, the transmission circuit
2 is configured to apply the probe 3 with a transmitted pulse having a frequency which is increased over time and a
transmitted pulse having a frequency which is reduced over time so as to obtain two types of ultrasonic echoes from the
same scan line.
[0024] Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating a transmitted pulse having an up-chirp waveform and applied to the probe 3 by
the transmission circuit 2 illustrated in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating a transmitted pulse having a down-chirp
waveform and applied to the probe 3 by the transmission circuit 2 illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0025] In Figs. 2 and 3, a horizontal axis represents a time [Ps], and a vertical axis represents a signal intensity
normalized to "1". As an example of the transmitted pulse having a frequency which is increased over time, there is an
up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" which has an envelope curve "Etu" forming the Gaussian waveform, as illustrated in
Fig. 2. Further, as an example of the transmitted pulse having a frequency which is reduced over time, there is a down-
chirp transmitted signal "Td" which has an envelope curve "Etd" forming the Gaussian waveform, as illustrated in Fig.
3. If the time axis of one of the up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" illustrated in Fig. 2 and the down-chirp transmitted signal
"Td" illustrated in Fig. 3 is reversed, the waveforms of the two signals match each other. That is, the up-chirp transmitted
signal "Tu" and the down-chirp transmitted signal "Td" are assumed to be equal to each other in amplitude and frequency,
with the reversal of the time axis excluded from consideration. In Figs. 2 and 3, "Ectu" and "Ectd" indicate envelope
curves of signals obtained by pulse compression on the up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" and the down-chirp transmitted
signal "Td", respectively.
[0026] The probe 3 includes a plurality of ultrasonic transducers. Each of the ultrasonic transducers has a function of
converting the transmitted pulse applied by the transmission circuit 2 into an ultrasonic pulse and transmitting the
ultrasonic pulse into an object (not illustrated), and receiving an ultrasonic echo generated along with the transmission
of the ultrasonic pulse and outputting the ultrasonic echo to the reception circuit 4 as a received signal.
[0027] The reception circuit 4 has a function of generating an IQ (base band) signal by performing amplification,
phasing addition, and quadrature phase detection on the received signal obtained from each of the ultrasonic transducers
of the probe 3, and supplying the generated IQ signal to the FDA measuring unit 5. The reception circuit 4 further has
a function of obtaining correction information from the FDA measuring unit 5 and correcting, with the use of the correction
information, the IQ signal or an intermediate signal for generating the IQ signal from the received signal, and a function
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of supplying the corrected IQ signal to the B-mode processing system 6 and the color Doppler processing system 7.
[0028] The correction information of the received signal includes such information as a gain G for correcting the
amplitude of the received signal, a mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase detection of the received signal,
and a center frequency "fb" of a bandpass filter (BPF) 24. The correction information of the received signal need not
include all of the gain G for correcting the amplitude of the received signal, the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature
phase detection of the received signal, and the center frequency fb of the bandpass filter 24, and may include at least
one thereof.
[0029] The FDA measuring unit 5 has a function of calculating, on the basis of the IQ signal obtained from the reception
circuit 4, a frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β indicating the amount of the FDA, and a function of supplying
the calculated frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β to the coordinate conversion circuit 8. The FDA measuring
unit 5 further has a function of generating, on the basis of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, the correction
information of the received signal for reducing the influence of the FDA, and a function of supplying the generated
correction information to the reception circuit 4.
[0030] Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of the reception circuit 4 and the FDA measuring
unit 5 illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0031] As illustrated in Fig. 4, the reception circuit 4 includes a pre-amplifier 20, a digital beam former 21, a gain
correction circuit 22, a quadrature phase detection circuit 23, and the bandpass filter 24. Meanwhile, the FDA measuring
unit 5 includes an envelope curve detection circuit 25, a line buffer 26, a time difference detection circuit 27, a smoothing
circuit 28, and an FDA calculation circuit 29.
[0032] The pre-amplifier 20 of the reception circuit 4 has a function of amplifying the respective received signals
obtained from the respective ultrasonic transducers of the probe 3, and outputting the amplified received signals to the
digital beam former 21. The digital beam former 21 has a function of performing phasing addition on the plurality of
received signals obtained from the pre-amplifier 20 to form a received beam and generate a single received signal.
[0033] Herein, the received signal output from the digital beam former 21 has a waveform in accordance with the
waveform of the transmitted pulse applied to the probe 3 by the transmission circuit 2.
[0034] Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating the waveform of an up-chirp received signal Ru affected by the FDA and corre-
sponding to the up-chirp transmitted signal Tu illustrated in Fig. 2. Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating the waveform of a down-
chirp received signal Rd affected by the FDA and corresponding to the down-chirp transmitted signal Td illustrated in Fig. 3.
[0035] In Figs. 5 and 6, the horizontal axis represents the time [Ps], and the vertical axis represents the signal intensity
normalized to "1". Thus, the amplitude level of the up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" illustrated in Fig. 2 is practically
different from the amplitude level of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" illustrated in Fig. 5. Similarly, the amplitude level
of the down-chirp transmitted signal "Td" illustrated in Fig. 3 is different from the amplitude level of the down-chirp
received signal "Rd" illustrated in Fig. 6.
[0036] Further, in Figs. 5 and 6, "Ecru" and "Ecrd" indicate envelope curves of signals obtained by pulse compression
on the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd", respectively.
[0037] Comparison between Figs. 5 and 2 reveals that the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru"
shifts to a temporarily earlier direction in comparison with the envelope curve "Etu" of the up-chirp transmitted signal
"Tu". In contrast, comparison between Figs. 6 and 3 reveals that the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received
signal "Rd" shifts to a temporarily delayed direction in comparison with the envelope curve "Etd" of the down-chirp
transmitted signal "Td". The temporal shift of the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the
envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" is attributed to the FDA. As described above, the amount
of the FDA is indicated by the frequency dependent-attenuation coefficient β.
[0038] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, and the respective frequency
amplitude characteristics of the transmitted signals prior to the FDA and the received signals affected by the FDA.
[0039] In Fig. 7, the horizontal axis represents the frequency [MHz], and the vertical axis represents the amplitude
[dB] with the maximum value thereof normalized to "1". As illustrated in Fig. 7, FDA represents the frequency dependent
attenuation coefficient β. Further, w/o-FDA represents the frequency amplitude characteristic common to the up-chirp
transmitted signal "Tu" and the down-chirp transmitted signal "Td" prior to the FDA. Meanwhile, w-FDA represents the
frequency amplitude characteristic common to the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd"
affected by the FDA.
[0040] As illustrated in Fig. 7, in accordance with the value of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, the
frequency amplitude characteristic w-FDA of the received signals shifts from the frequency amplitude characteristic w/o-
FDA of the transmitted signals in the frequency direction. That is, the FDA shifts the center frequency of the received
signals from the center frequency of an ideal received signal assumed not affected by the FDA.
[0041] Further, the FDA makes the amplitude of the received signals smaller than the amplitude of the ideal received
signal assumed not affected by the FDA. In Fig. 7, therefore, the amplitude of the received signals is practically smaller
than the amplitude of the transmitted signals.
[0042] The gain correction circuit 22 has a function of, when supplied with the gain G from the FDA measuring unit 5,
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supplying the gain G to the received signal obtained from the digital beam former 21 to correct the amplitude of the
received signal attenuated by the FDA. If the gain correction circuit 22 is not supplied with the gain G from the FDA
measuring unit 5, the gain correction circuit 22 does not perform the gain correction of the received signal. Further, the
gain correction circuit 22 is configured to supply the received signal output therefrom to the quadrature phase detection
circuit 23 regardless of whether or not the gain correction has been performed on the received signal.
[0043] Fig. 8 is a diagram for explaining a method of gain correction by the gain correction circuit 22 illustrated in Fig. 4.
[0044] In Fig. 8, the horizontal axis represents the frequency [MHz], and the vertical axis represents the amplitude
[dB] of the received signal. Further, in Fig. 8, w-FDA represents the received signal attenuated by the FDA, and w/o-
FDA represents the ideal received signal assumed not affected by the FDA.
[0045] As illustrated in Fig. 8, the FDA makes the amplitude of the received signal w-FDA having a center frequency
fr smaller than the amplitude of the ideal received signal w/o-FDA assumed not affected by the FDA. Therefore, if the
amplitude of the received signal w-FDA is corrected with the gain G corresponding to the amount of attenuation of the
amplitude of the received signal w-FDA, the amplitude of the received signal w-FDA can be restored to the amplitude
of the ideal received signal w/o-FDA assumed not affected by the FDA.
[0046] The quadrature phase detection circuit 23 has a function of generating the IQ signal by performing the quadrature
phase detection on the received signal obtained from the gain correction circuit 22, and supplying the generated IQ
signal to the bandpass filter 24. The quadrature phase detection circuit 23 is configured to perform the quadrature phase
detection on the received signal with the mixing frequency fm obtained from the FDA measuring unit 5, which corresponds
to the center frequency fr of the received signal affected by the FDA, if the quadrature phase detection circuit 23 has
obtained the mixing frequency fm from the FDA measuring unit 5. Through the quadrature phase detection with the
mixing frequency fm corresponding to the center frequency fr of the received signal affected by the FDA, the S/N of the
IQ signal can be improved.
[0047] The bandpass filter 24 is a filter for eliminating a component unnecessary for the generation of ultrasonic
diagnostic information from the IQ signal obtained from the quadrature phase detection circuit 23. If the bandpass filter
24 obtains from the FDA measuring unit 5 the center frequency fr of the IQ signal affected by the FDA, the center
frequency fb of the filtering is corrected to the center frequency fr of the IQ signal affected by the FDA.
[0048] Fig. 9 is a diagram for explaining a method of filtering by the bandpass filter 24 illustrated in Fig. 4.
[0049] In Fig. 9, the horizontal axis represents the frequency [MHz]. Further, IQ w/o-FDA represents an ideal IQ signal
assumed not affected by the FDA, and IQ w-FDA represents the IQ signal affected by the FDA.
[0050] If the quadrature phase detection circuit 23 performs the quadrature phase detection with the mixing frequency
fm corresponding to the center frequency fr of the received signal affected by the FDA, the center frequency fr of the IQ
signal affected by the FDA is theoretically equal to a center frequency fb0 of a bandpass filter 24 BPF w/o-FDA which
has been set without the consideration of the FDA.
[0051] However, if the quadrature phase detection circuit 23 does not perform the quadrature phase detection with
the mixing frequency fm corresponding to the center frequency fr of the received signal affected by the FDA, the center
frequency fb0 of the bandpass filter 24 BPF w/o-FDA which has been set without the consideration of the FDA is set to
a center frequency f0 of the ideal IQ signal IQ w/o-FDA assumed not affected by the FDA, as illustrated in Fig. 9. That
is, the center frequency fr of the IQ signal affected by the FDA is different from the center frequency fb0 of the bandpass
filter 24 BPF w/o-FDA which has been set without the consideration of the FDA. Thus, the filtering of the IQ signal is
performed by a bandpass filter 24 BPF w-FDA, the center frequency fb of which has been corrected to match the center
frequency fr of the IQ signal affected by the FDA.
[0052] As described above, the correction of the mixing frequency fm for the quadrature phase detection and the
correction of the center frequency fb of the bandpass filter 24 can be alternatively selected. In consideration of the
correction error, however, both of the correction of the mixing frequency fm and the correction of the center frequency
fb of the bandpass filter 24 may be used to reduce the influence of the FDA on the IQ signal ultimately obtained as the
output from the bandpass filter 24.
[0053] The bandpass filter 24 is configured to output the IQ signal to the B-mode processing system 6, if the IQ signal
is for a B-mode image and reflects the correction information obtained from the FDA measuring unit 5, and to output the
IQ signal to the color Doppler processing system 7, if the IQ signal is for a color Doppler image and reflects the correction
information obtained from the FDA measuring unit 5. Further, the bandpass filter 24 is configured to output the IQ signal
to the FDA measuring unit 5, if the IQ signal does not reflect the correction information obtained from the FDA measuring
unit 5.
[0054] On the other hand, the envelope curve detection circuit 25 of the FDA measuring unit 5 has a function of
performing envelope curve detection on the IQ signal obtained from the reception circuit 4, and a function of writing the
envelope curve of the obtained IQ signal to the line buffer 26.
[0055] Therefore, the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the
down-chirp received signal "Rd" are temporarily stored as a pair in the line buffer 26.
[0056] The time difference detection circuit 27 has a function of reading from the line buffer 26 the envelope curve
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"Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" and
calculating a time difference 2τ between the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope
curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" (i.e., the amount of positional deviation between the up-chirp received
signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd") at sufficiently short time intervals with respect to the accuracy, and
a function of outputting the obtained time difference 2τ to the smoothing circuit 28.
[0057] The method of calculating the time difference 2τ between the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received
signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" includes, for example, a method using
a mutual correlation function or a SAD (Sum of Absolute Difference) of the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received
signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd". If the mutual correlation function is
used, the time difference 2τ is changed as a parameter, and the value of the parameter maximizing the mutual correlation
function can be determined as the time difference 2τ. Meanwhile, if the SAD is used, the time difference 2τ is changed
as a parameter, and the value of the parameter minimizing the sum of the absolute values of the differences between
the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received
signal "Rd" at respective time points can be determined as the time difference 2τ.
[0058] The smoothing circuit 28 has a function of smoothing the time difference 2τ between the envelope curve "Eru"
of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" obtained from
the time difference detection circuit 27, and a function of outputting the smoothed time difference 2τ to the FDA calculation
circuit 29. As the method of smoothing, polynomial fitting according to the method of least squares is desirable, for
example. However, filtering using a normal LPF (Low Pass Filter) may be used.
[0059] The FDA calculation circuit 29 has a function of calculating, on the basis of the smoothed time difference 2τ
obtained from the smoothing circuit 28, the correction information of the received signal to be output to the reception
circuit 4 and the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, and a function of outputting the calculated correction
information of the received signal to the corresponding constituent components of the reception circuit 4 and outputting
the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β to the coordinate conversion circuit 8. The calculation of the correction
information of the received signal and the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β uses a parameter ρ of a chirp
waveform, the center frequency f0 of the transmitted signal (the received signal assumed not affected by the FDA), and
a band parameter "Tg".
[0060] Description will now be made of a method of calculating the correction information of the received signal and
the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β.
[0061] The up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd" as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 are
obtained from the transmission of the up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" and the down-chirp transmitted signal "Td" as
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, which are equal to each other except for the reversal of the time axis. Thus, if the phase
characteristic of the ultrasound apparatus 1 is linear in an ultrasonic transmission and reception band, the up-chirp
received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd" are supposed to match each other in the shape of the
envelope curves thereof "Eru" and "Erd", with the time difference 2τ excluded from consideration. Therefore, if the time
difference 2τ is changed as a parameter, and if the amount of change is measured when the envelope curves "Eru" and
"Erd" match each other, the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β can be obtained.
[0062] An IQ signal iqc(t) not affected by the FDA and having an up-chirp waveform forming the Gaussian envelope
curve can be expressed as in a following equation (3) using the parameter ρ of the chirp waveform and the band parameter
Tg. 

[0063] Fourier transformation IQc(f) of the IQ signal iqc(t) is expressed as in a following equation (4) having separate
terms for the amplitude and the phase. 

[0064] In the equation, A0 and θ0 are expressed as follows. 
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[0065] If the equation is added with a term exp{-α(f+f0)} which represents the effect of the FDA with the center frequency
f0 of the transmitted signal, a following equation (5) representing Fourier transformation IQα(f) of an IQ signal iqα(t)
affected by the FDA is obtained. 

[0066] In the equation, fα, Bα, Cα, and τ are expressed as follows. 

[0067] If an inverse Fourier transformation is performed on the equation (5), a following equation (6) representing the
IQ signal iqα(t) affected by the FDA is obtained. 

[0068] The equation (6) indicates that the IQ signal iqα(t) affected by the FDA is different in amplitude and initial phase
from the pre-FDA IQ signal iqc (t) having the up-chirp waveform, and that the IQ signal iqα(t) has a frequency generally
lower than the frequency of the IQ signal iqc(t) by fα and an envelope curve earlier from the envelope curve of the IQ
signal iqc(t) by a time τ.
[0069] It is understood from the definitional equation of the equation (5) that the mixing frequency fm used in the
quadrature phase detection of an RF (radio frequency) received signal can be set to the frequency reduced by the FDA
by the frequency decrement fα from the center frequency f0 of the transmitted signal corresponding to the received signal
not affected by the FDA. Therefore, the mixing frequency fm can be calculated as in a following equation (7-1). On the
other hand, the gain G for the gain correction of the amplitude of the received signal affected by the FDA is equal to the
ratio between the amplitudes of the post-FDA IQ signal iqα(t) and the pre-FDA IQ signal iqc(t) deviated from each other
by the time τ. Thus, the gain G can be calculated as in a following equation (7-2). 
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[0070] The center frequency fb of the bandpass filter 24 can also be calculated from a similar equation to the equation
for calculating the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase detection of the received signal.
[0071] On the other hand, the IQ signal iqc(t) not affected by the FDA and having a down-chirp waveform forming the
Gaussian envelope curve can be expressed as in a following equation (8) using the parameter ρ of the chirp waveform
and the band parameter Tg. 

[0072] Similarly to the IQ signal iqc(t) having the up-chirp waveform, the IQ signal iqc(t) having the down-chirp waveform
has an envelope curve delayed by the time τ. When the up-chirp received signal "Ru" is compared with the down-chirp
received signal "Rd", therefore, a time difference of 2τ arises. Further, the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received
signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" are not changed by the FDA.
[0073] Therefore, the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β [dB/MHz/cm] can be calculated from a following
equation (9) . 

[0074] In the equation, z represents the depth [cm].
[0075] As described above, in the FDA calculation circuit 29, the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase
detection of the received signal or the center frequency fb of the bandpass filter 24 are calculated by the equation (7-1),
respectively. The gain G used in the gain correction of the received signal is calculated by equation (7-2). Further, the
frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β is calculated by the equation (9). A derivative operation of dτ/dt in the
equation (9) can be performed by a difference operation.
[0076] Further, the FDA calculation circuit 29 is configured to output the gain G used in the gain correction to the gain
correction circuit 22, the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase detection of the received signal to the
quadrature phase detection circuit 23, the center frequency fb to the bandpass filter 24, and the frequency dependent
attenuation coefficient β to the coordinate conversion circuit 8, respectively.
[0077] Further, the B-mode processing system 6 has a function of obtaining from the reception circuit 4 the IQ signal
for the B-mode image corrected by the correction information obtained from the FDA measuring unit 5, and generating
from the IQ signal B-mode image data for displaying a tomographic image of the object, and a function of outputting the
generated B-mode image data to the coordinate conversion circuit 8.
[0078] The color Doppler processing system 7 has a function of obtaining from the reception circuit 4 the IQ signal for
the color Doppler processing corrected by the correction information obtained from the FDA measuring unit 5, detecting
a Doppler signal of a blood flow from the IQ signal, and generating color Doppler data for displaying blood flow information,
such as the speed of the blood flow, and a function of outputting the generated color Doppler data to the coordinate
conversion circuit 8.
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[0079] The coordinate conversion circuit 8 has a function of performing coordinate conversion processing on the B-
mode image data obtained from the B-mode processing system 6 and the color Doppler data obtained from the color
Doppler processing system 7, and outputting resultant data to the monitor 9. Thereby, the monitor 9 displays thereon
the B-mode image and the color Doppler image in superimposition. The coordinate conversion circuit 8 further has a
function of combining, when necessary, the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β obtained from the FDA meas-
uring unit 5 with the B-mode image data and the color Doppler data. Thus, the coordinate conversion circuit 8 is configured
to enable the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β as well as the B-mode image and the color Doppler image
to be displayed on the monitor 9.
[0080] The control circuit 10 constitutes a circuit for performing overall control of the transmission circuit 2, the reception
circuit 4, the FDA measuring unit 5, the B-mode processing system 6, the color Doppler processing system 7, and the
coordinate conversion circuit 8.
[0081] Among the above-described constituent components of the ultrasonic apparatus 1, the constituent components
for performing information processing can be configured by circuits or a computer which has read a program. Thus, the
constituent components configured by the circuits may be substituted by the computer which has read a program. For
example, if a control program for the ultrasonic apparatus 1 is read by a computer, the computer can be used as a
constituent component for performing the above-described information processing.
[0082] Operations and actions of the ultrasonic apparatus 1 will now be described.
[0083] Firstly, under the control of the control circuit 10, data is collected to calculate the frequency dependent atten-
uation coefficient β and the correction information of the received signal in the FDA measuring unit 5. That is, the
transmission circuit 2 generates the up-chirp transmitted signals "Tu" having the Gaussian envelope curve "Etu" as
illustrated in Fig. 2, as a plurality of transmitted pulses of the number corresponding to the number of the ultrasonic
transducers, and applies each of the generated up-chirp transmitted signals "Tu" to the probe 3.
[0084] Then, the respective ultrasonic transducers of the probe 3 transmit ultrasonic pulses into the object, and receive
ultrasonic echoes generated along with the transmission of the ultrasonic pulses. The respective ultrasonic echoes thus
received are output to the reception circuit 4 as the received signals.
[0085] In the reception circuit 4, the pre-amplifier 20 amplifies the respective received signals, and the digital beam
former 21 performs the phasing addition on the respective received signals thus amplified. As a result, a received beam
is formed, and a single received signal is generated. The received signal generated in the above process is the received
signal corresponding to the up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" illustrated in Fig. 2, and is affected by the FDA. Thus, the
received signal is equal to the up-chirp received signal "Ru" having the waveform as illustrated in Fig. 5. The up-chirp
received signal "Ru" is supplied to the quadrature phase detection circuit 23 via the gain correction circuit 22. The
quadrature phase detection circuit 23 performs the quadrature phase detection on the up-chirp received signal "Ru",
and supplies the bandpass filter 24 with the generated IQ signal having the up-chirp waveform. The bandpass filter 24
performs filtering on the IQ signal having the up-chirp waveform to eliminate the unnecessary component therefrom,
and outputs the filtered IQ signal having the up-chirp waveform to the envelope curve detection circuit 25 of the FDA
measuring unit 5. The envelope curve detection circuit 25 detects the envelope curve "Eru" of the IQ signal having the
up-chirp waveform, and writes the envelope curve "Eru" to the line buffer 26 to temporality store the envelope curve
"Eru" therein.
[0086] Next, the transmission circuit 2 generates the down-chirp transmitted signals "Td" having the Gaussian envelope
curve "Etd" as illustrated in Fig. 3, as a plurality of transmitted pulses of the number corresponding to the number of the
ultrasonic transducers, and applies each of the generated down-chirp transmitted signals "Td" to the probe 3. As a result,
in a similar flow to the flow of the up-chirp received signal "Ru", the down-chirp received signal "Rd" from the same scan
line as illustrated in Fig. 6 is obtained in the reception circuit 4 as the output from the digital beam former 21. Then, the
envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" is detected by the envelope curve detection circuit 25 and
written to the line buffer 26 to be temporarily stored therein.
[0087] Then, the time difference detection circuit 27 reads from the line buffer 26 the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-
chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope curve "Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd", and calculates the
minimum value of the SAD or the mutual correlation function. Thereby, the time difference detection circuit 27 calculates
the time difference 2τ between the envelope curve "Eru" of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the envelope curve
"Erd" of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" at the sufficiently short time intervals with respect to the accuracy. The
smoothing circuit 28 obtains the time difference 2τ from the time difference detection circuit 27, and performs smoothing
processing on the time difference 2τ. Then, the smoothing circuit 28 outputs the smoothed time difference 2τ to the FDA
calculation circuit 29.
[0088] From the time difference 2τ obtained from the smoothing circuit 28, the FDA calculation circuit 29 calculates
the gain G for the gain correction performed to reduce the influence of the FDA on the received signal, one or both of
the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase detection of the received signal and the center frequency fb of
the bandpass filter 24, and the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β, respectively. The gain G, the mixing
frequency fm, the center frequency fb, and the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β thus calculated are output
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to the gain correction circuit 22, the quadrature phase detection circuit 23, the bandpass filter 24, and the coordinate
conversion circuit 8, respectively.
[0089] After the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β and the correction information of the received signal
are obtained as described above, data is then collected to generate the B-mode image or the color Doppler image. That
is, in a similar manner as in the data collection for the calculation of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β
and the correction information of the received signal, the up-chirp transmitted signal "Tu" and the down-chirp transmitted
signal "Td" as illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3 are sequentially generated and applied to the probe 3 by the transmission
circuit 2. Thereby, the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd" as illustrated in Figs. 5 and
6 are sequentially obtained as the outputs from the digital beam former 21.
[0090] The up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd" for the B-mode image or the color
Doppler image are sequentially sent to the gain correction circuit 22 to be subjected to the gain correction with the gain
G calculated by the FDA calculation circuit 29. As a result, the amplitude of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the
amplitude of the down-chirp received signal "Rd" attenuated by the FDA are sequentially corrected.
[0091] Next, the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd" for the B-mode image or the
color Doppler image are respectively subjected to the quadrature phase detection by the quadrature phase detection
circuit 23. The respective IQ signals obtained from the quadrature phase detection are filtered by the bandpass filter 24.
In the above process, the quadrature phase detection is performed with the mixing frequency fm calculated by the FDA
calculation circuit 29, or the filtering is performed by the bandpass filter 24 with the center frequency fb calculated by
the FDA calculation circuit 29. As a result, the center frequency fr of each of the up-chirp received signal "Ru" and the
down-chirp received signal "Rd" shifted by the FDA is corrected.
[0092] Next, if the IQ signals are for the B-mode image, the IQ signals are output from the reception circuit 4 to the
B-mode processing system 6. Meanwhile, if the IQ signals are for the color Doppler image, the IQ signals are output
from the reception circuit 4 to the color Doppler processing system 7. The B-mode processing system 6 generates from
the IQ signals for the B-mode image the B-mode image data for displaying the tomographic image of the object, and
outputs the generated B-mode image data to the coordinate conversion circuit 8. On the other hand, the color Doppler
processing system 7 detects the Doppler signal from the IQ signals for the color Doppler image, generates the color
Doppler data for displaying the blood flow information, such as the speed of a blood flow, and outputs the generated
color Doppler data to the coordinate conversion circuit 8.
[0093] The coordinate conversion circuit 8 performs the coordinate conversion processing on the distribution infor-
mation of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β obtained from the FDA measuring unit 5, the B-mode image
data obtained from the B-mode processing system 6, and the color Doppler data obtained from the color Doppler
processing system 7, and outputs the resultant data to the monitor 9. Thereby, the monitor 9 displays thereon the B-
mode image and the color Doppler image in superimposition. The monitor 9 further displays thereon the distribution
information of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β at respective scan positions.
[0094] That is, the above-described ultrasonic apparatus 1 transmits the transmitted pulse having such a waveform
as the up-chirp waveform in which the frequency is increased over time, and the transmitted pulse having such a waveform
as the down-chirp waveform in which the frequency is reduced over time, to thereby obtain the ultrasonic frequency
dependent attenuation characteristic from the time difference between the envelope curves of the received signals
corresponding to the respective transmitted pulses.
[0095] According to the above-described ultrasonic apparatus 1, the FDA can be calculated in a simplified manner by
a simple process of measuring the time difference between two types of received signals. Particularly, if the up-chirp
signal and the down-chirp signal form the transmitted pulses, the received signals are also formed by the up-chirp signal
and the down-chirp signal. Thus, the calculation of the frequency dependent attenuation is simplified. Further, the
transmission of a chirp-signal does not involve pulse compression decoding. Thus, a circuit for performing complicated
decoding is unnecessary.
[0096] Further, the ultrasonic apparatus 1 can correct, when necessary, the amplitude and the frequency of the received
signal with the use of the calculated frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β. Thus, the influence of the FDA on
the received signal can be reduced.
[0097] Fig. 10 is a configuration diagram illustrating the second embodiment of the ultrasonic apparatus according to
the present invention.
[0098] An ultrasonic apparatus 1A illustrated in Fig. 10 is different from the ultrasonic apparatus 1 illustrated in Fig. 1
in a configuration including a pulse compression circuit 30 provided on the output side of a reception circuit 4A, a detailed
configuration of the reception circuit 4A, and a signal processing flow. The ultrasonic apparatus 1A is not substantially
different from the ultrasonic apparatus 1 illustrated in Fig. 1 in the other configurations and actions. Thus, the same
configurations are assigned with the same reference numerals, and description thereof will be omitted.
[0099] As illustrated in Fig. 10, the output of the reception circuit 4A of the ultrasonic apparatus 1A is connected to
the pulse compression circuit 30. Further, the output of the pulse compression circuit 30 is connected to the B-mode
processing system 6 and the color Doppler processing system 7.
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[0100] Fig. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of the reception circuit 4A and the FDA measuring
unit 5 illustrated in Fig. 10. In Fig. 11, the same configurations as the configurations of the reception circuit 4 illustrated
in Fig. 4 are assigned with the same reference numerals, and description thereof will be omitted.
[0101] As illustrated in Fig. 11, a reception line buffer 40 is connected between the digital beam former 21 and the
gain correction circuit 22 of the reception circuit 4A. The reception line buffer 40 is configured to temporarily store a
plurality of received signals output from the digital beam former 21.
[0102] In the thus configured ultrasonic apparatus 1A, the data collection is not performed separately for the generation
of the B-mode image or the color Doppler image and the calculation of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient
β and the correction information of the received signal, but a single received signal is used for both the generation of
the image and the calculation of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β and the correction information of the
received signal. That is, after the IQ signal is generated from the quadrature phase detection and the filtering performed
on the received signal output from the digital beam former 21, the generated IQ signal is output to the FDA measuring
unit 5 for the calculation of the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β and the correction information of the
received signal.
[0103] Subsequently, the correction information of the received signal is supplied to the gain correction circuit 22, the
quadrature phase detection circuit 23, and the bandpass filter 24, and the same received signal is read from the reception
line buffer 40. Then, the same received signal is subjected to the gain correction with the gain G and the quadrature
phase detection with the mixing frequency fm or the filtering by the bandpass filter 24 with the center frequency fb.
[0104] That is, the received signal obtained from the same site twice passes the gain correction circuit 22, the quadrature
phase detection circuit 23, and the bandpass filter 24. From the IQ signal generated in the first passage of the received
signal, the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β and the correction information of the received signal are
calculated. Then, in the second passage of the received signal, another IQ signal is generated in accordance with the
optimal gain correction, quadrature phase detection, and filtering reflecting the correction information of the received
signal.
[0105] The IQ signal generated in the second passage is output from the reception circuit 4A to the pulse compression
circuit 30. The pulse compression circuit 30 performs pulse compression on the IQ signal output from the reception
circuit 4A. As a result, the pulse-compressed IQ signals as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 are obtained. To maximize the
S/N, the pulse compression may be performed by matched filtering on a kernel having a complex conjugate, with the
reversal of the time axis of the IQ signal iqc(t) expressed by the equation (3). Alternatively, to maximize the resolution,
the pulse compression may be performed by a method of performing only phase correction.
[0106] If the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase detection of the received signal is changed, a time
deviation occurs. Therefore, if the mixing is performed on the received signal in the reception circuit 4A with the center
frequency f0 of the transmitted signal without the correction of the mixing frequency fm used in the quadrature phase
detection of the received signal, the time control of the IQ signal after the pulse compression processing is easily
performed. That is, the time deviation due to the FDA does not occur in the pulse-compressed IQ signal, as long as the
IQ signal is generated from the mixing with the center frequency f0 of the transmitted signal and the quadrature phase
detection performed on the received signal. Thus, if the mixing is performed on the received signal with the center
frequency f0 of the transmitted signal, the pulse-compressed IQ signal can be used as a normal signal for generating
the B-mode image or the color Doppler image. Therefore, the pulse-compressed IQ signal is output to the B-mode
processing system 6 and the color Doppler processing system 7.
[0107] To improve the S/N, however, it is desired to perform the mixing in the reception circuit 4A with the mixing
frequency fm corresponding to the center frequency fr of the received signal affected by the FDA, and to correct the
time deviation occurring in the IQ signal after the pulse compression. Therefore, in the mixing of the received signal with
the mixing frequency fm corresponding to the center frequency fr of the received signal affected by the FDA, the time
deviation occurring in the IQ signal is corrected in the pulse compression circuit 30. Then, the IQ signal subjected to the
pulse compression and the correction of the time deviation is output from the pulse compression circuit 30 to the B-
mode processing system 6 and the color Doppler processing system 7.
[0108] According to the thus configured ultrasonic apparatus 1A, there is no need to collect data only to calculate the
frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β and the correction information of the received signal. Thus, the number
of data collections and the number of data sets can be reduced. Further, the S/N can be improved due to the pulse
compression.
[0109] Fig. 12 is a configuration diagram illustrating the third embodiment of the ultrasonic apparatus according to the
present invention.
[0110] A ultrasonic apparatus 1B illustrated in Fig. 12 is different from the ultrasonic apparatus 1A illustrated in Fig.
10 in a configuration including a subtraction circuit 50 provided on the output side of the pulse compression circuit 30,
and signal processing in the data collection according to a contrast echo method using an ultrasonic contrast agent. The
ultrasonic apparatus 1B is not substantially different from the ultrasonic apparatus 1A illustrated in Fig. 10 in the other
configurations and actions. Thus, the same configurations are assigned with the same reference numerals, and descrip-
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tion thereof will be omitted.
[0111] In the ultrasonic apparatus 1B, the output of the pulse compression circuit 30 is connected to the subtraction
circuit 50. Further, the output of the subtraction circuit 50 is connected to the B-mode processing system 6 and the color
Doppler processing system 7. The subtraction circuit 50 performs subtraction processing between the two pulse-com-
pressed IQ signals obtained by the pulse compression circuit 30 and corresponding to the up-chirp received signal "Ru"
and the down-chirp received signal "Rd". That is, one of the pulse-compressed IQ signal corresponding to the up-chirp
received signal "Ru" and the pulse-compressed IQ signal corresponding to the down-chirp received signal "Rd" is
subtracted from the other one of the IQ signals.
[0112] In the above process, the result of the pulse compression on the up-chirp received signal "Ru" matches the
result of the pulse compression on the down-chirp received signal "Rd" in a linear response. Therefore, a linear echo
component obtained from a tissue is cancelled in the pulse-compressed IQ signal obtained from the subtraction.
[0113] In the data collection according to the contrast echo method using the ultrasonic contrast agent, the received
signal obtained from the bubbles of the ultrasonic contrast agent is subjected to the signal processing. The up-chirp
received signal "Ru" and the down-chirp received signal "Rd" obtained from the bubbles of the ultrasonic contrast agent
show mutually different responses. Therefore, if one of the pulse-compressed IQ signal corresponding to the up-chirp
received signal "Ru" and the pulse-compressed IQ signal corresponding to the down-chirp received signal "Rd" is
subtracted from the other one of the IQ signals, a signal from the ultrasonic contrast agent remains. Then, if the signal
remaining after the subtraction is visualized, an image from the ultrasonic contrast agent can be obtained.
[0114] That is, the subtraction circuit 50 extracts a contrast signal obtained from an ultrasonic echo signal emitted
from the ultrasonic contrast agent. Then, the extracted contrast signal is output to the B-mode processing system 6 and
the color Doppler processing system 7, and the B-mode image data and the color Doppler data are generated from the
contrast signal.
[0115] In the above process, the amplitude of the received signal constituting the basis of the contrast signal has been
corrected with the gain G in the reception circuit 4A to the amplitude of the received signal assumed not affected by the
FDA. Thus, the intensity of the contrast signal, i.e., the intensity of the contrast produced by the ultrasonic contrast agent
has a quantitative characteristic irrespective of the differences in the depth and the site from which the signal is obtained.
In the B-mode image and the color Doppler image displayed on the monitor 9, therefore, the comparison of the contrast
intensity shown as the luminance can be performed irrespective of the differences in the depth and the site.
[0116] That is, if the signal from a tissue is suppressed and the echo signal is extracted from the bubbles of the
ultrasonic contrast agent through the subtraction between the IQ signals, as in the ultrasonic apparatus 1B, the luminance
of a contrasted region can be quantitatively evaluated in the B-mode image and the color Doppler image irrespective of
the depth and the site, since the received signal from the ultrasonic contrast agent has been subjected to the amplitude
correction in which the amplitude is multiplied by the gain G in accordance with the FDA.
[0117] In the above-described ultrasonic apparatuses 1, 1A, and 1B, the up-chirp signal and the down-chirp signal
are assumed to be transmitted and received on the same scan line. However, a slight deviation between the scan lines
does not cause a rapid change in the FDA. Therefore, the up-chirp signal and the down-chirp signal do not necessary
need to be transmitted and received on the same scan line. Particularly, when the smoothing circuit 28 performs two-
dimensional smoothing on the value of the time difference 2τ in the distance direction and the azimuth direction, the
deviation between the scan lines on which the up-chirp signal and the down-chirp signal are transmitted and received
hardly affects the frequency dependent-attenuation coefficient β and the correction information of the received signal.
Rather, the frame rate can be improved by the deviation between the scan lines on which the up-chirp signal and the
down-chirp signal are transmitted and received.
[0118] Further, the probe 3 may be configured by a two-dimensional array probe to three-dimensionally transmit and
receive the up-chirp signal and the down-chirp signal. In such a case, the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient
β is obtained as a three-dimensional distribution.
[0119] Further, the ultrasonic apparatuses 1, 1A, and 1B are configured such that the received signal for the B-mode
image and the received signal constituting the basis of the Doppler signal are corrected to thereby correct the B-mode
image data and the blood flow information, such as the speed of a blood flow, obtained from the Doppler signal. Alter-
natively, the B-mode image data and the blood flow information such as the speed of a blood flow may be directly
subjected to the correction using the frequency dependent attenuation coefficient β or the value for reducing the influence
of the FDA.

Claims

1. An ultrasonic apparatus comprising:

a pulse transmission and reception unit (2,3,4) configured to transmit a first transmitted pulse having a frequency
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that increases with time and a second transmitted pulse having a frequency that decreases with time, and to
further receive a first received pulse corresponding to the first transmitted pulse and a second received pulse
corresponding to the second transmitted pulse;
characterized by
an envelope curve detection unit (25) configured to detect a first envelope curve based on the first received
signal and a second envelope curve based on the second received signal, respectively;
a time difference detection unit (27) configured to detect a time difference between the first envelope curve and
the second envelope curve; and
an attenuation characteristic obtaining unit (29) configured to obtain a frequency dependent ultrasound atten-
uation characteristic based on the time difference.

2. An ultrasonic apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the pulse transmission and reception unit (2,3,4) is configured
to transmit an up-chirp signal, as the first transmitted pulse, that has an envelope curve forming a Gaussian waveform,
and to transmit a down-chirp signal, as the second transmitted pulse, that has as envelope curve forming a Gaussian
waveform.

3. An ultrasonic apparatus according to Claim 1 or 2, further comprising a pulse compression unit (30) configured to
compress a pulse of the first received pulse and the second received pulse.

4. An ultrasonic apparatus according to any of Claims 1 to 3, wherein the pulse transmission and reception unit (2,3,4)
is configured to three-dimensionally transmit the first transmitted pulse and the second transmitted pulse, and the
attenuation characteristic obtaining unit (29) is configured to obtain the frequency dependent ultrasound attenuation
characteristic as a three-dimensional distribution.

5. An ultrasonic apparatus according to any of Claims 1 to 4, further comprising a correction unit configured to correct
at least one of a mixing frequency used in the quadrature phase detection of the first received signal and the second
received signal by using the frequency dependent ultrasound attenuation coefficient, a filter characteristic used for
performing a filtering of the first received signal and the second received signal, and an amplitude of the first received
signal and the second received signal.

6. An ultrasonic apparatus according to any of Claims 1 to 5, further comprising a speed correction unit configured to
correct a speed obtained based on a Doppler signal by using the frequency dependent ultrasound attenuation
characteristic.

7. An ultrasonic apparatus according claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

a correction unit configured to correct an amplitude of the first received signal and the second received signal
by using the frequency dependent ultrasound attenuation characteristic;
a pulse compression unit configured to compress a pulse of the first received pulse and the second received
pulse; and
a contrast signal extraction unit configured to extract a contrast signal from an ultrasonic contrast agent by
reducing one of the first received signal and the second received signal from the other.

Patentansprüche

1. Ultraschallvorrichtung, mit
einer Pulsübertragungs- und Empfangseinheit (2, 3, 4), die konfiguriert ist zum Übertragen eines ersten übertragenen
Pulses mit einer Frequenz, die mit der Zeit zunimmt, und eines zweiten übertragenen Pulses mit einer Frequenz,
die mit der Zeit abnimmt, und weiter zum Empfangen eines ersten empfangenen Pulses, der zum ersten übertragenen
Puls gehört, und eines zweiten empfangenen Pulses, der zum zweiten übertragenen Puls gehört,
gekennzeichnet durch
eine Hüllkurvendetektionseinheit (25), die konfiguriert ist zum Detektieren jeweils einer ersten Hüllkurve basierend
auf dem ersten empfangenen Signal und einer zweiten Hüllkurve basierend auf dem zweiten empfangenen Signal,
eine Zeitunterschiedsdetektionseinheit (27), die konfiguriert ist zum Detektieren eines Zeitunterschieds zwischen
der ersten Hüllkurve und der zweiten Hüllkurve, und
eine Dämpfungscharakteristikerlangungseinheit (29), die konfiguriert ist zur Erlangung einer frequenzabhängigen
Ultraschalldämpfungscharakteristik basierend auf dem Zeitunterschied.
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2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Pulsübertragungs- und Empfangseinheit (2, 3, 4) konfiguriert ist zum Über-
tragen eines up-chirp Signals, das eine Gaußsche Wellenform formende Hüllkurve hat, als den ersten übertragenen
Puls und zum Übertragen eines down-chirp Signals, das eine Gaußsche Wellenform formende Hüllkurve hat, als
den zweiten übertragenen Puls.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, ferner mit einer Pulskomprimierungseinheit (30), die zum Komprimieren eines
Pulses des ersten empfangenen Pulses und des zweiten empfangenen Pulses konfiguriert ist.

4. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei die Pulsübertragungs- und Empfangseinheit (2, 3, 4) konfi-
guriert ist zum dreidimensionalen Übertragen des ersten übertragenen Pulses und des zweiten übertragenen Pulses
und die Dämpfungscharakteristikerlangungseinheit (29) konfiguriert ist zum Erlangen der frequenzabhängigen Ultra-
schalldämpfungscharakteristik als eine dreidimensionale Verteilung.

5. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, ferner mit einer Korrektureinheit, die konfiguriert ist zum Korrigieren
mindestens eines von einer in der Quadraturphasendetektion des ersten empfangenen Signals und des zweiten
empfangenen Signals unter Benutzung der frequenzabhängigen Ultraschalldämpfungskoeffizienten benutzten
Mischfrequenz, einer zum Durchführen eines Filtern des ersten empfangenen Signals und des zweiten empfangenen
Signals benutzten Filtercharakteristik und einer Amplitude des ersten empfangenen Signals und des zweiten emp-
fangenen Signals.

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, ferner mit einer Geschwindigkeitskorrektureinheit, die konfiguriert
ist zum Korrigieren einer basierend auf einem Dopplersignal erhaltenen Geschwindigkeit durch Benutzen der fre-
quenzabhängigen Ultraschalldämpfungscharakteristik.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, ferner mit
einer Korrektureinheit, die konfiguriert ist zum Korrigieren einer Amplitude des ersten empfangenen Signals und
des zweiten empfangenen Signals durch Benutzen der frequenzabhängigen Ultraschalldämpfungsschallcharakte-
ristik,
einer Pulskomprimierungseinheit, die konfiguriert ist zum Komprimieren eines Pulses des ersten empfangenen
Pulses und des zweiten empfangenen Pulses, und
einer Kontrastsignalextraktionseinheit, die konfiguriert ist zum Extrahieren eines Kontrastsignals von einem Ultra-
schallkontrastmittel durch Verringern des ersten empfangenen Signals oder des zweiten empfangenen Signals um
das andere.

Revendications

1. Appareil à ultrasons comprenant :

une unité (2, 3, 4) de réception et d’émission de pulsations configurée pour émettre une première pulsation
d’émission dont la fréquence augmente progressivement et une deuxième pulsation d’émission dont la fréquen-
ce qui diminue progressivement et pour recevoir de plus une première pulsation de réception qui correspond
à la première pulsation d’émission et une deuxième pulsation de réception qui correspond à la deuxième
pulsation d’émission, caractérisé par :

une unité (25) de détection de courbe d’enveloppe configurée pour détecter une première courbe d’enve-
loppe sur base du premier signal reçu et une deuxième courbe d’enveloppe sur base du deuxième signal
reçu,
une unité (27) de détection de différence de temps configurée pour détecter la différence de temps entre
la première courbe d’enveloppe et la deuxième courbe d’enveloppe et
une unité (29) d’obtention d’une caractéristique d’atténuation configurée pour obtenir une fréquence qui
dépend de la caractéristique d’atténuation des ultrasons sur base de la différence de temps.

2. Appareil à ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’unité (2, 3, 4) de réception et d’émission de pulsations
est configurée pour émettre comme première pulsation d’émission un signal de stridulation dont la courbe d’enve-
loppe a la forme d’une onde gaussienne et pour émettre comme deuxième pulsation d’émission un signal de
déstridulation dont la courbe d’enveloppe a la forme d’une onde gaussienne.
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3. Appareil à ultrason selon les revendications 1 ou 2, comprenant de plus une unité (30) de compression des pulsations
configurée pour comprimer les pulsations de la première pulsation de réception et de la deuxième pulsation de
réception.

4. Appareil à ultrasons selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’unité (2, 3, 4) de réception et
d’émission de pulsations est configurée pour émettre en trois dimensions la première pulsation d’émission et la
deuxième pulsation d’émission et l’unité (29) d’obtention de la caractéristique d’atténuation est configurée pour
obtenir la fréquence qui dépend des caractéristiques d’atténuation des ultrasons sous la forme d’une répartition
tridimensionnelle.

5. Appareil à ultrasons selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, comprenant de plus une unité de correction
configurée pour corriger un mélange des fréquences utilisées lors de la détection de phase en quadrature du premier
signal reçu et du deuxième signal reçu en utilisant le coefficient d’atténuation d’ultrasons qui dépend de la fréquence,
une caractéristique du filtre utilisé pour réaliser un filtrage du premier signal reçu et du deuxième signal reçu ainsi
que l’amplitude du premier signal reçu et du deuxième signal reçu.

6. Appareil à ultrasons selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, comprenant de plus une unité de correction
de vitesse configurée pour corriger la vitesse obtenue sur base d’un signal Doppler en utilisant la caractéristique
d’atténuation d’ultrasons qui dépend de la fréquence.

7. Appareil à ultrason selon les revendications 1 ou 2, comprenant de plus :

une unité de correction configurée pour corriger l’amplitude du premier signal reçu et celle du deuxième signal
reçu en utilisant la caractéristique d’atténuation d’ultrasons qui dépend de la fréquence,
une unité de compression des pulsations configurée pour comprimer les pulsations de la première pulsation
de réception et de la deuxième pulsation de réception et
une unité d’extraction de signal de contraste configurée pour extraire un signal de contraste émis par un agent
de contraste sous ultrasons en soustrayant l’un de l’autre le premier signal reçu ou le deuxième signal reçu.
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摘要(译)

超声波装置具有脉冲发送和接收单元（2,4），包络线检测单元（25），
时间差检测单元（27）和衰减特性获得单元（29）。脉冲发送和接收单
元发送频率随时间增加的第一发送脉冲和频率随时间减小的第二发送脉
冲，还接收对应于第一发送脉冲的第一接收脉冲和对应于第二发送脉冲
的第二接收脉冲。发射脉冲。包络线检测单元分别基于第一接收信号检
测第一包络曲线，并基于第二接收信号检测第二包络曲线。时间差检测
单元检测第一包络线和第二包络线之间的时间差。衰减特性获得单元基
于时间差获得频率相关的超声衰减特性。
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