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(54) ULTRASONIC DIAGNOSING APPARATUS

(57) The present invention discloses an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus that transmits an ultrasonic beam
into an object to be examined by a multi-ring formed with
transducer elements arrayed two-dimensionally in con-
centric rings and receives the echo so as to create a
tomogram or a three-dimensional image of the object.
To correct the focusing error due to the difference of ul-
trasound propagating paths, said ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus comprises a probe including two-dimensional
array transducer elements for transmitting/receiving an
ultrasonic to/from the object, means for grouping the

transducer elements so as to form a multi-ring, means
for transmitting/receiving an ultrasonic beams with ap-
plying a delay to each ring of the multi-ring and scanning
the ultrasonic beam so as to create said ultrasonic im-
age, means for measuring the delay error due to sound
speed non-uniformity portion of the object and changing
at least either the coupling of the multi-ring or the delay
time based on the measurement error and transmitting/
receiving the ultrasonic beam, and means for imaging
the inside of the object by scanning of corrected ultra-
sonic beam.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus for acquiring an ultrasonic image
of a diagnostic part by scanning the interior of an object
to be examined in real time with an ultrasonic beam
formed with two-dimensional array transducer, particu-
larly to the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus for correcting
a focusing error due to a difference of propagating paths
of ultrasound transmitted/received with multi-ring type
transducer of which plural number of transducers are
bundled into concentric rings.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] An apparatus having plural number of trans-
ducer composed of two-dimensional array transducer
and sector scanning an ultrasonic beam (to arbitrary di-
rection) generated with a transmitting/receiving diame-
ter composed with a whole two-dimensional transducer
is known. In this ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, for ex-
ample if 64 3 64 transducers are arrayed in two-dimen-
sional, then all transducer number is 4,096. And an ul-
trasonic scanning is performed with separately delay
control to each transducer element. In this case, a
beam-forming circuit with 4,096 channels is necessary.
Realizing of the beam-forming circuit having these multi-
channel delay circuits is difficult. So by thinning out a
driven element for forming one ultrasonic beam, chan-
nel number of delay circuit in the beam-forming circuit
is reduced. But S/N of signal acquired by thinning out
elements for driving is deteriorated. So said apparatus
is realized by comprising a beam-forming circuit having
delay channel number as many as possible. For exam-
ple, there is an example of apparatus that comprises a
beam-forming circuit having delay circuit of 256 chan-
nels for transmitting and 256 channels for receiving.
[0003] As shown in Fig.4, a linear scanning expanded
a field of view by moving transmitting/receiving diameter
in transducer elements 1 arrayed in two-dimensional in
X, Y direction, and a scanning method applied a convex
scanning to two-dimension are proposed. In this case,
number of transducer element 1 is more than said sector
scanning type apparatus. So for reducing channel
number in the beam-forming circuit, an apparatus that
forms ultrasound transmitting/receiving diameter 2 by
composing of a multi-ring bundled plural number of
transducer element 1 in two-dimensional array with con-
centric rings, and gives a consistent delay time to trans-
ducer elements composing one ring of said multi-ring,
and transmits/receives an ultrasonic beam with applying
a delay time between rings, and forms an ultrasonic im-
age by moving said diameter 2 to X, Y directions is
known.
[0004] As shown in Fig.5, in said multi-ring each ring
is formed by bundling in concentric rings into transducer

elements of which distance from one focal spot F is al-
most the same L1, L2, ···. And the diameter of most ex-
terior ring is diameter 2 for ultrasound transmitting/re-
ceiving. In this method, the bundled transducer element
in concentric rings is able to reduce greatly the number
of channel in beam forming circuit, which is the number
of delay circuit. And S/N of signal acquired by using all
elements in diameter can be improved.
[0005] And in case of considering the shape of an ul-
trasonic beam, focusing calculation of an ultrasonic
beam in the object to be examined is traditionally per-
formed under the condition that sound speed in an ul-
trasonic propagation medium is uniform. As shown in
Fig.6, traditional apparatus comprises receiving delay
circuit 4, 4, ··· comprising per transducer element of
probe 3 having plural number of transducer and adder
5 for adding receiving signals output from these receiv-
ing delay circuit 4, 4, ···. Although reflected signals from
focus point 6 in the object reach to each transducer el-
ement to propagate medium 7, the difference of path
length from the focus point to each transducer element
causes difference in arrival time. In this case, said re-
flected signals reach early to transducer elements locat-
ed in the center of probe 3, on the other hand reach late
to transducer elements in the end of it. So the phase of
wave surface 8 in receiving signal is not the same. Then
the receiving signals output from transducer elements
in the center part of probe are delayed with a large
amount of delay time in receiving delay circuit 4 corre-
sponding to said each receiving signal, and receiving
signals output from transducer elements at the ends of
probe are delayed with a small amount of delay time,
and those signals are output to adder 5. With these de-
lay operations, wave surface 9 of receiving signal output
from receiving delay circuits 4 is the same phase. The
receiving signal having the same phase such as wave
surface 9 in this condition is added in adder 5 to be
formed receiving signal 10.
[0006] But actually as shown in Fig.7, sound speed
non-uniformity part 11 exists on course from the focus
point 6 in the object to probe 3, so the wave surface of
receiving signal is disturbed as shown in sign 8'. In this
case, performing the delay operation assuming as the
sound speed to be uniform, the wave surface of receiv-
ing signals output from receiving delay circuit 4 is dis-
torted as shown in sign 9', and it is not the same phase.
Accordingly the output added in adder 5 dose not grow
in intensity, and its intensity is small such as receiving
signal 10'.
[0007] To the Contrary, there is a technology referred
to an adaptive ultrasonic imaging method to correct a
delay amount in said receiving delay circuit 4 in accord-
ance with sound speed in the medium. As the adaptive
ultrasonic imaging technology, a mutual correlation
method for correcting a delay amount by correction pro-
cession of a received signal between adjacent channels
respectively, and a maximum value brightness method
for searching a brightness maximum with changing a
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delay amount of receiving delay circuits are known.
[0008] Fig. 8 shows a block diagram describing the
mutual correlation method. In Fig.8, received signal
from each transducer element, which is not shown in the
figure, is delayed a predetermined amount with each re-
ceiving delay circuit 4, 4,···. This delay is possible by an
analog delay circuits or a digital delay circuits. In this
case, when an output of adjacent channels in each
transducer element is performed a mutual correlation
processing with correlation device 12, the phase differ-
ence between output of adjacent channels can be ob-
tained. Then detecting the value, and transforming it to
focus data in correction processing part 13, and feed
back inputting the transformed data to focus controlling
part 14, a delay amount is corrected with receiving delay
circuits 4.
[0009] Fig. 9 is a block diagram for describing said
maximum value brightness method. In Fig. 9, a received
signal from each transducer element, which is not
shown in the figure, is delayed in receiving delay circuits
4, 4, ··· with a predetermined amount. The output de-
layed in receiving delay circuits 4, 4, ··· is added in adder
5. And its output is input to maximum value detecting
part 15. This maximum value detecting part 15 com-
pares the input signal with the last input value. And in
case the input value is smaller than the last value, focus
data is slightly changed systematically in focus control-
ling part 14. And the output after phasing of echo signal
received with changing this focus data is inputted to
maximum value detecting part 15, and judged again.
And after repeating this operation consecutively, when
the detected value should converge at maximum value,
its data is used as focus data
[0010] However as shown in Fig.4 and Fig.5, in an ul-
trasonic diagnostic apparatus formed transmitting/re-
ceiving diameter 2 by bundling two-dimensional array
transducer element 1 in concentric rings to compose
multi-ring, in case that there is a sound speed non-uni-
formity part 11 on the path from focus point 6 to probe
3 in the object, as transducer element 1 in two-dimen-
sional array are bundled in concentric rings as thus de-
scribed, so. it was difficult to detect the phase difference
due to said path difference for correcting an influence of
said sound speed non-uniformity part 11. Therefore, the
phase difference of echo signals caused by said path
difference with existence of sound speed non-uniformity
part 11 is not corrected. As a result, an image quality is
deteriorated because ultrasonic beam becomes worse.
[0011] Thus the present invention is to deal with these
problems. And the purpose of the present invention is
to provide an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus being able
to correct a focusing error by detecting the phase differ-
ence of echo signal due to the difference of ultrasonic
propagating path, even its multi-ring is composed by
bundling two-dimensional array transducer elements in
concentric rings.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0012] To achieve said object, an ultrasonic diagnos-
tic apparatus of the present invention, which has a probe
comprising plural number of transducer element ar-
rayed in two-dimensional for transmitting/receiving an
ultrasound to an object to be examined, and forming a
diameter for ultrasound transmitting/receiving by bun-
dling said two-dimensional array transducer elements
in concentric rings to compose multi-ring, and transmit-
ting/receiving an ultrasound with the application of delay
between each ring in said multi-ring, and forming an ul-
trasonic image by scanning said beam, comprises
means for measuring a focusing error due to a sound
speed non-uniformity in said object and transmitting/re-
ceiving an ultrasonic beam corrected based on its meas-
uring error by changing at least one of the bundling of
said multi-ring or the delay time, and means for imaging
the object by using an echo signal of the corrected ul-
trasonic beam.
[0013] And in the apparatus of the present invention,
the diameter having multi-ring bundled in concentric
rings two-dimensional array transducer element in said
probe is divided into plural number of section in radial
form from the center to the outer. And focusing error due
to sound speed non-uniformity in the object is measured
between this diameter of each divided section and be-
tween each section, and corrects the ultrasonic beam is
corrected by feed backing this measured value to delay
circuits.
[0014] Furthermore, in the apparatus of the present
invention, the bundled diameter that is different from that
of said multi-ring composed by bundling said transducer
element of two dimensional array in said probe in con-
centric rings is formed. And focusing error due to sound
speed non-uniformity in the object between each diam-
eter is measured, and the ultrasonic beam is corrected
by feed backing this measured value to delay circuits
and returning the form of multi-ring to initial setting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

Fig.1 is a block diagram of the whole composition
showing an embodiment of ultrasonic diagnosing
apparatus according to the present invention.
Fig.2 is an explanation view of a probe showing the
first embodiment of the present invention.
Fig.3 is an explanation view of a probe showing the
second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig.4 is a plan view showing the embodiment in
which a multi-ring is set to probe in the present in-
vention or a traditional ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus, and transmitting and receiving of ultrasonic
beam and two-dimensional scanning are per-
formed.
Fig.5 is an explanation view showing a principal of
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said multi-ring.
Fig.6 is an explanation view showing a formation of
traditional ultrasonic beam.
Fig.7 is an explanation view showing the beam for-
mation in case that a sound speed non-uniformity
part is in medium when said ultrasonic beam is
formed.
Fig.8 is a block diagram showing a composition for
correcting delay amount by using a mutual correla-
tion method for an adaptive imaging technology.
Fig.9 is a block diagram showing a composition for
correcting delay amount by using a maximum value
brightness method for an adaptive imaging technol-
ogy.

THE BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

[0016] Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present in-
vention will be explained in detail based on attached
drawings.
[0017] FIG.1 is a block diagram of the whole compo-
sition showing an embodiment of ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus according to the present invention. This ul-
trasonic diagnostic apparatus forms an ultrasonic beam
with two-dimensional array transducer, and acquires an
ultrasonic image of diagnostic part in the interior of ob-
ject to be examined by scanning an ultrasonic beam in
real time. As shown in Fig.1, it comprises probe 20, el-
ement selecting data part 21, transmitting part 22,
beam-forming part 23, transmitting/receiving separation
circuit 24, signal processing part 25, scan converter 26,
monitor 27, and controlling part 28.
[0018] Said probe 20 transmits an ultrasound to an
object to be examined and receives its echo. It is com-
posed of plural number of transducer element 29, 29, ···
arrayed two-dimensionally. These transducer element
29, 29, ··· are arrayed two-dimensionally such as 1,m
in x direction and 1,n in y direction in planar view as
shown in Fig.4. And said transducer elements arrayed
two-dimensionally are bundled to compose a multi-ring
in concentric rings, and the multi-ring forms ultrasonic
transmitting/receiving diameter 30. A delay time is given
between each ring of said multi-ring to transmit and re-
ceive the ultrasonic beam. The ultrasonic beam scan-
ning is performed with moving said diameter 30 at each
cycle of transmitting/receiving of ultrasound. And an ul-
trasonic image is formed. In addition, said multi-ring is
made for example with fresnel-bundles.
[0019] In addition, to said vibrator 29, 29, ···, connec-
tion switch groups 31 are connected for coupling an ar-
bitrary delay channel in beam-forming circuits described
in later and transducer element. Furthermore, to this
connection switch groups 31, switching control part 32
for controlling the switch operation is connected.
[0020] Elements selecting data part 21 memorizes el-
ements selecting data to form transmitting/receiving di-
ameter 30. And elements selecting data read out from

elements selecting data part 21 is transferred to switch-
ing control part 32. And by controlling said switching
control part 32, switch on and off of connection switch
groups 31 is controlled to form transmitting/receiving di-
ameter 30.
[0021] Transmitting part 22 supplies a transmitting
signal for an ultrasound emitting to ultrasonic transducer
element respectively with the application of delay time
such that the ultrasound transmitted from each trans-
ducer element which forms transmitting/receiving diam-
eter 30 of said probe 20 is focused a desired focus point
set in the object. And beam-forming part 23 performs a
desired focusing procession respectively to a reflected
echo signal received with transducer elements 29 of
said probe 20 and forms a receiving beam by phasing
and adding. And transmitting/receiving separation cir-
cuit 24 changes a connection of said transmitting part
22 and beam-forming part 23 to transducer elements 29,
whether an ultrasound is transmitted or received.
[0022] Signal processing part 25 inputs the receiving
signal from said beam-forming part 23 and obtains a da-
ta of one scanning line by processing such as detecting,
compression, filtering processing, edge emphasizing
etc. And scan converter 26 inputs the data from said sig-
nal processing part 25 and forms an image data for dis-
playing to monitor 27, together performs scan conver-
sion between ultrasonic scanning and scanning for dis-
play and interpolation processing of image data or the
like. Furthermore, monitor 27 displays the data from said
scan converter 26 as an ultrasonic image. And in the
display screen, a three-dimensional image or an arbi-
trary slice image is displayed. And controlling part 28
controls an operation of said each composed element.
[0023] In the present invention, means for measuring
a delay error in receiving signal due to sound speed non-
uniformity part in said the object, and correcting one of
said bundling of transducer elements in multi-ring or a
delay time or both of them, is composed.
[0024] In the first embodiment, the diameter com-
posed of multi-ring by bundling two-dimensional array
transducer element 29, 29, ··· of said probe 20 in con-
centric rings is divided into a plural number of region in
radial form from the center to the outer. And between
diameter of this divided each region, delay error (focus-
ing error) due to sound speed non-uniformity part (refer
to 11 in Fig.7) in the object is measured to correct beam.
[0025] The probe showing this first embodiment has
transducer elements arranged two-dimensionally. And
this is omitted in the figure, but actually they are arrayed
with matrix in the direction of X and Y as same as shown
in Fig.4. Said transducer elements are bundled into ring
shape to form diameter of annular array (multi-ring). Its
diameter is moved to X direction or Y direction as a cycle
of transmitting/receiving for performing a linear scan-
ning or a convex scanning ultrasonic beam, or a sector
scanning beam without moving diameter. With these lin-
ear scanning, convex scanning, or sector scanning due
to this two-dimensional probe, the image data of three-
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dimensional volume is acquired from the object. This im-
age data is taken into scan converter 26 and trans-
formed to the image data. And it is displayed on screen
of monitor 27 as an ultrasonic slice image or a three-
dimensional ultrasonic image.
[0026] To make it simple, a basic diameter for acquir-
ing one image is shown in Fig.2. In this Fig. 2, the diam-
eter composed of multi-ring by bundling said two-dimen-
sional array transducer element in concentric rings is di-
vided into plural number of region in radial form from the
center to the outer. For example, elements selecting da-
ta is transferred from elements selecting data part
21shown in Fig.1 to switching control part 32. With the
controlling of said switching control part 32, the dividing
line L1, L2 of crossing the center of said multi-ring are
formed. And this divided line L1, L2 divide multi-ring to
four sectors Sa, Sb, Sc, Sd.
[0027] Said divided each sector Sa , Sd is respec-
tively connected to transmitting part 22 and beam-form-
ing part 23 as shown in Fig.1. And to multi-ring separat-
ed to each sector, the delay data calculated in the con-
dition that sound speed is uniform in medium 7 (refer to
Fig.6), is added. That is to say, in Fig.2, transmitting part
22 and beam-forming part 23 are connected respective-
ly to ring a1, a2, a3, a4; b1, b2, b3, b4; c1, c2, c3, C4; d1,
d2, d3, d4 divided into each sector Sa , Sd. And delay
controlling is performed respectively. Accordingly, the
ultrasonic beam is focused at some point with said de-
lay.
[0028] At this time, if sound speed in medium 7 is con-
sistent with sound speed when the delay data is calcu-
lated, then received signal grows with same phase add-
ing because the phase of surface in received signal in
after receiving phasing is the same phase as same as
the case shown in Fig.6. In addition, if sound speed non-
uniformity part 11 exists in medium 7, then received sig-
nal is small not to grow because the phase of surface in
received signal in after receiving phasing is different
each other as same as shown in Fig.7.
[0029] In the present invention, as shown in Fig.2, the
multi-ring is divided into for example four sectors
Sa,Sd, so the phase error (this corresponds to focusing
error) is calculated with the correlation of received signal
after receiving phasing between the channel of trans-
ducer elements in each divided sector and corrected as
same as shown in Fig.8. That is to say, to received signal
after said receiving phasing, the phase difference is cal-
culated by mutual correlation between adjacent sectors
in each ring divided into each sector Sa,Sd as shown
in Fig.2. And the correlation processing is performed be-
tween each ring in each sector.
[0030] For example, in Fig. 2, in multi-ring divided into
four sectors Sa,Sd, mutual correlation processing is
performed between adjacent sectors such as a1 and b1,
b1 and c1, c1 and d1, d1 and a1 in the most interior ring.
In addition, the mutual correlation processing is per-
formed between adjacent sectors such as a2 and b3, b2
and c2, c2 and d2, d2 and a2 in the second ring. Further-

more also in the third and the forth ring, the mutual cor-
relation processing is performed between adjacent sec-
tors. And to acquire relationship between each ring in
each sector, the correlation processing between adja-
cent rings a1 and a2, a2 and a3, a3 and a4 in sector Sa
is performed. And also in other sector Sb, the correlation
processing is performed between adjacent rings b1 and
b2, b2 and b3, b3 and b4. Furthermore, also in other sec-
tor Sc, Sd, the correlation processing is performed be-
tween adjacent rings. In addition, a method of correla-
tion processing is not restricted to the above described.
Other method can be used.
[0031] On the other hand, it is preferable to correct
the phase error by calculating delay amount that brings
maximum lightness with changing delay amount of
beam-forming part between channel of transducer ele-
ments in each divided sector in the same way as shown
in Fig.9, in the condition that for example multi-ring is
divided into four sectors Sa,Sd as shown in Fig.2. That
is, it is preferable to correct the phase error by calculat-
ing the delay amount that brings maximum lightness
with changing delay amount consecutively to ring, which
is divided into each sector Sa,Sd, a1, a2, a3, a4; b1, b2,
b3, b4; c1, c2, c3, c4; d1, d2, d3, d4.
[0032] Next the second embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described. In this second embodiment, it
is preferable to form a bundled diameter being different
from the diameter composed by bundling transducer el-
ements arrayed two-dimensionally in said probe 20 to
multi-ring in concentric rings, and measure delay error
due to sound speed non-uniformity part in the object be-
tween each diameter (refer to 11 in Fig.7), and correct
the beam.
[0033] Fig.3 is an explanation view of probe showing
the second embodiment. This probe has two-dimen-
sional array transducer elements. Each transducer ele-
ment is connected to receiving delay circuit. And an ide-
al delay is given for some focus point to calculate delay
error by correlating outputs of transducer elements. In
the same way as shown in Fig.5, when multi-ring is bun-
dled, if bundled transducer elements for forming one
ring is formed for example that difference of reaching
time (distance) of ultrasound to focus point F is in the
range of λ/10 (λ is wave-length of ultrasonic beam), then
the delay error is corrected with adding said calculated
delay error to reaching time.
[0034] For example, it is assumed that a specified
transducer element 33 has a delay error in multi-ring n1,
n2, n3, n4 shown in Fig.3. Although transducer element
33 is bundled into ring n2 in ideal state, but when the
delay error is added to it, the correction is performed
such that it is bundled into ring n3. And the delay error
is corrected. And after having calculated correction val-
ue of delay error, transducer element 33 is bundled to
return the ring in original ideal state. Thus not the diam-
eter for forming an ultrasonic beam actually (bundled
ring n1,n4), but the delay error is detected with trans-
ducer elements in another bundled ring. And the correc-
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tion is performed to make bundled ring with considering
the delay error.
[0035] In case of the mentioned above, if a transmitter
and a beam-forming circuits are connected to all of two-
dimensional array transducer elements as shown in Fig.
3, then circuit scale is large. So for example it is prefer-
able to bundle adjacent transducer elements into rec-
tangular blocks, and connect the transmitter and the
beam-forming circuits to bundled transducer elements
as a unit. In addition also in the second embodiment, it
is preferable to correct the phase error by calculating
the delay amount in which output signal is maximum val-
ue with changing delay amount of beam-forming part as
same as shown in Fig.9.
[0036] As thus described, the present invention com-
prises means for measuring a focusing error due to
sound speed non-uniformity part in the object and cor-
recting one or both of bundling or delay time of multi-
ring having two-dimensional array transducer elements
in concentric rings. And interior of the object is imaged
with the corrected beam, so image quality of ultrasonic
image is improved.

Claims

1. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising a
probe having two-dimensional array transducer el-
ements for transmitting and receiving to an object
to be examined, and forming a diameter for an ul-
trasound transmitting and receiving signal by bun-
dling said two-dimensional array transducer ele-
ments to compose multi-ring in concentric rings,
and transmitting and receiving an ultrasound beam
with application of delay time between each ring of
said multi-ring,

characterized in that
said ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus compris-

es means for transmitting and receiving ultrasonic
beam corrected with said multi-ring by measuring
focusing error due to sound speed non-uniformity
interior of said object and modifying at least one of
bundling of said multi-ring or delay time based on
the measuring error, and means for imaging the ob-
ject with echo signal of the corrected ultrasonic
beam.

2. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the diameter composed of multi-
ring by bundling the two-dimensional array trans-
ducer elements of said probe in concentric rings is
divided into plural number of section in radial shape
from the center to the outer, and focusing error due
to sound speed non-uniformity part in the object is
measured between each section of this divided di-
ameter or each section, and the ultrasonic beam is
corrected by feeding back this measured value to
delay circuits.

3. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein a bundled diameter being different
from that of said multi-ring composed by bundling
said two-dimensional array transducer elements of
said probe in concentric rings, and the focusing er-
ror due to sound speed non-uniformity part in the
object is measured between each diameter, and the
ultrasonic beam is corrected by feeding back this
measured value to delay circuits and returning the
multi-ring to initial setting.

4. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising;

probe having two-dimensional array transducer
elements,
transducer selection means for setting multi-
ring transducers composed of plural number of
ring to said two-dimensional transducer ele-
ments,
means for dividing said set multi-ring to plural
number of sections,
means for calculating focusing error between
sections in said set multi-ring,
means for feed-back correcting said calculated
focusing error to delay time set in said delay
circuit,
beam-forming part comprised delay circuits for
applying delay time to each ring of said multi-
ring transducers vibrator and adder circuit for
adding an output of said each delay circuit,
means for imaging the output signal of said
beam-forming part.

5. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 4, wherein means for calculating the focusing
error between sections in said set multi-ring in-
cludes means for calculating the focusing error be-
tween rings in one section.

6. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising;

transducer selection means for initially setting
multi-ring transducers composed of plural
number of ping to said two-dimensional array
transducer elements,
means for specifying transducer element hav-
ing a focusing error in each ring of said multi-
ring,
ring correction means for building into said
specified transducer element to different ring
from said initial set ring,
beam-forming part comprised delay circuits for
applying delay time to each ring of said multi-
ring and adder circuit for adding an output of
said each delay circuit,
means for imaging the output signal of said
beam-forming part.
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7. Ultrasonic diagnosing apparatus according to claim
6, wherein means for specifying transducer element
having the focusing error includes means for bun-
dling group of adjacent transducer elements differ-
ent from ring and assigning a transmitter and beam-
forming circuit to this bundled transducer group.

8. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising;

transducer selection means for initially setting
multi-ring transducer composed of plural
number of ring to said two-dimensional array
transducer elements,
means for setting multi-ring to calculate focus-
ing error, separately from said multi-ring,
beam-forming part comprised delay circuits for
applying delay time to respective ring of said
multi ring transducer initially set or multi-ring for
calculating said focusing error, and adder cir-
cuit for adding an output of said each delay cir-
cuit.
means for feed back correcting said calculated
focusing error to said delay time,
means for imaging the output signal of said
beam-forming part.

11 12



EP 1 247 490 A1

8



EP 1 247 490 A1

9



EP 1 247 490 A1

10



EP 1 247 490 A1

11



EP 1 247 490 A1

12



EP 1 247 490 A1

13



EP 1 247 490 A1

14



专利名称(译) 超声诊断仪

公开(公告)号 EP1247490A4 公开(公告)日 2004-05-26

申请号 EP2001900686 申请日 2001-01-12

[标]申请(专利权)人(译) 株式会社日立医药

申请(专利权)人(译) 日立医疗器械股份有限公司

当前申请(专利权)人(译) 日立医疗器械股份有限公司

[标]发明人 SHINOMURA RYUICHI
MIWA YUICHI
BABA HIROTAKA

发明人 SHINOMURA, RYUICHI
MIWA, YUICHI
BABA, HIROTAKA

IPC分类号 A61B8/00 B06B1/06 G01S7/52 G01S15/89 G10K11/34

CPC分类号 G01S15/8925 A61B8/00 A61B8/4494 B06B1/0625 G01S7/52046 G01S7/52049 G01S15/8922 G01S15
/8927 G10K11/346

优先权 2000003727 2000-01-12 JP

其他公开文献 EP1247490B1
EP1247490A1

外部链接 Espacenet

摘要(译)

一种超声诊断设备，该超声诊断设备借助于由二维排列并耦合到同心环
中的振动器元件形成的多环将超声波束发射到对象体内，并接收回波以
产生断层图或三维图像 被检体的图像，包括用于校正由于超声波传播路
径的不同而引起的聚焦误差的探头，并且包括用于向/从被检体发送/接收
超声波的二维排列的振子，用于对振子进行分组的装置 为了形成多环，
用于对多环的每个环赋予延迟，发送/接收超声波束并扫描超声波束以产
生超声波图像的装置，用于在a处测量延迟误差的装置。 主体中声速不
均匀的部分，并根据测量误差至少改变多环的耦合或延迟时间，从而 发
射/接收超声波束，以及用于通过校正后的超声波束对被检体内成像的装
置。
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