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Description
BACKGROUND
1. Field

[0001] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention relate to an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus and
an operating method thereof, and more particularly, to
an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus and an operating
method thereof, which increase an accuracy of meas-
urement for a flow of a moving object of interest (OOI)
being blood flow.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses irradiate an
ultrasound signal, generated from a transducer of a
probe, onto an object and receive information of an echo
signal reflected from the object, thereby obtaining an im-
age of an internal part of the object. In particular, ultra-
sound diagnostic apparatuses are used for the medical
purpose of observing the inside of an object, detecting a
foreign material, and assessing an injury. Ultrasound di-
agnostic apparatuses have stabilities higher than those
of diagnostic apparatuses using X-rays, display animage
in real time, and are safe because there is no exposure
to radioactivity, and thus may be widely used along with
other image diagnostic apparatuses.

[0003] Ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses may pro-
vide a brightness (B) mode in which a reflection coeffi-
cient of an ultrasound signal reflected from an object is
shown as a two-dimensional (2D) image, a Doppler mode
image in which an image of a moving object (particularly,
blood flow) is shown by using the Doppler effect, and an
elastic mode image in which a reaction difference be-
tween when compression is applied to an object and
when compression is not applied to the object is ex-
pressed as an image.

[0004] The US 5 355 887 A relates to an ultrasonic
echographic diagnostic apparatus which is capable of
displaying the characteristics and properties of tissue,
such as the maximum displacement of tissue, the hard-
ness of tissue, the velocity of propagation of vibrations
through tissue, and the magnitude and direction of move-
ment of tissue, in various display modes. The apparatus
is capable of detecting and displaying the displacement
of tissue caused by heartbeat or external pressure in a
real-time mode by calculating the minute displacement
of tissue or the differential of the same, calculating a tem-
poral local maximum of the minute displacement varying
with time, time corresponding to the temporal local max-
imum, the gradient of the time and the absolute magni-
tude of the gradient, and displaying the results of the
calculations. In another aspect, the apparatus specifies
a desired point or points and a desired direction or direc-
tions in atomogram, determines calculating data passing
a desired point and extending along a desired direction,
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for a plurality of tomograms obtained at different times,
respectively, by interpolating the data signals, deter-
mines the displacement of the desired pointin the desired
direction or the rate of change of the displacement on
the basis of the calculating data, and displays the infor-
mation calculated on the basis of the displacement or the
rate of change of the displacement.

[0005] Inthe US 2012/108971 A1 an ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus includes a transmitting and receiving
unit that transmits an ultrasound wave to a target object
and receives the ultrasound wave as ultrasound data re-
flected from the target object including a long axis direc-
tion blood vessel. An image generation unit generates
an ultrasound image as a sectional image of the blood
vessel. A region of interest (ROI) setting unit sets a first
ROI on a vertical straight line at a right angle to the long
axis direction and a second ROI on a wall of the blood
vessel displayed at a designated time. A tracing unittrac-
es movement of tissue in the target object corresponding
to the first and second ROls from the designated time to
sequentially following thereafter by a gradient method
using a spatial brightness gradient. A second memory
unit stores information of the movement of the tissue for
a predetermined duration.

SUMMARY

[0006] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention include an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus and
an operating method thereof, which measure and display
a moving path of a moving OOl being blood flow, thereby
increasing an accuracy of a diagnosis of the moving OOI.
[0007] Additional aspects will be set forth in partin the
description which follows and, in part, will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the presented embodiments.

[0008] According to one or more embodiments of the
present invention, a method of operating an ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus includes the features of claim 1.
[0009] The setting of the first reference region includes
setting, as the first reference region, at least one of a
point, a line, and a region in the ultrasound image.
[0010] The method further includes: setting a second
reference region in the ultrasound image; and acquiring
second moving path information of the OOl passing
through the second reference region, based on the re-
ceived ultrasound signal, and displaying the second mov-
ing path to be identifiable from the first moving path,
based on the second moving path information.

[0011] The displaying of the second moving path in-
cludes displaying the first and second moving paths in
different colors.

[0012] The displaying of the second moving path may
include, when the first and second moving paths overlap,
displaying the overlapped region in a mixed color of a
first color corresponding to the first moving path and a
second color corresponding to the second moving path.
[0013] The displaying of the second moving path in-
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cludes, when the first and second moving paths overlap,
displaying a ratio of a volume of an OOI corresponding
to the first moving path and a volume of an OOI corre-
sponding to the second moving path, in the overlapped
region.

[0014] The acquiring of the first moving path informa-
tion may include tracing a moving path of the OOI flowing
out from the first reference region to acquire the first mov-
ing path information.

[0015] The acquiring of the first moving path informa-
tion may include reversely tracing a moving path of the
OOl flowing into the first reference region to acquire the
first moving path information.

[0016] The displaying of the first moving path may in-
clude displaying a start region of the first moving path.
[0017] According to one or more embodiments of the
presentinvention, an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus in-
cludes the features of claim 5.

[0018] The reference region setting unit sets, as the
first reference region, at least one of a point, a line, and
aregion in the ultrasound image.

[0019] The reference region setting unit sets a second
reference region in the ultrasound image, the data
processing unitacquires second moving path information
of the OOI passing through the second reference region,
based on the received ultrasound signal, and the display
unit displays the second moving path to be identifiable
from the first moving path, based on the second moving
path information.

[0020] The display unit displays the first and second
moving paths in different colors.

[0021] When the first and second moving paths over-
lap, the display unit may display the overlapped region
in a mixed color of a first color corresponding to the first
moving path and a second color corresponding to the
second moving path.

[0022] When the first and second moving paths over-
lap, the display unit displays a ratio of a volume of an
OOl corresponding to the first moving path and a volume
of an OOl corresponding to the second moving path, in
the overlapped region.

[0023] The data processing unit may trace a moving
path of the OOI flowing out from the first reference region
to acquire the first moving path information.

[0024] The data processing unit may reversely trace a
moving path of the OOI flowing into the first reference
region to acquire the first moving path information.
[0025] The display unit may display a start region of
the first moving path.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] These and/or other aspects will become appar-
ent and more readily appreciated from the following de-
scription of the embodiments, taken in conjunction with

the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
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of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3is aflowchartillustrating a method of operating
an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 4 to 8 are diagrams referred to for describing
the operating method of FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] Reference will now be made in detail to embod-
iments, examples of which are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer
to like elements throughout. In this regard, the present
embodiments may have different forms and should not
be construed as being limited to the descriptions set forth
herein. Accordingly, the embodiments are merely de-
scribed below, by referring to the figures, to explain as-
pects of the present description. Expressions such as "at
least one of," when preceding a list of elements, modify
the entire list of elements and do not modify the individual
elements of the list.

[0028] All terms including descriptive or technical
terms which are used herein should be construed as hav-
ing meanings that are obvious to one of ordinary skill in
the art. However, the terms may have different meanings
according to an intention of one of ordinary skill in the
art, precedent cases, or the appearance of new technol-
ogies. Also, some terms may be arbitrarily selected by
the applicant, and in this case, the meaning of the se-
lected terms will be described in detail in the detailed
description of the invention. Thus, the terms used herein
have to be defined based on the meaning of the terms
together with the description throughout the specifica-
tion.

[0029] Also, when a part "includes" or "comprises" an
element, unless there is a particular description contrary
thereto, the part may further include other elements, not
excluding the other elements. Moreover, each of terms
such as "...unit" and "module" described in specification
denotes an element for performing at least one function
or operation, and may be implemented in hardware, soft-
ware or a combination of hardware and software.
[0030] The term "ultrasound image" used herein de-
notes an image of an object acquired by using an ultra-
sound wave. Also, the term "object" used herein may
include a person, an animal, a part of the person, or a
part of the animal. For example, an object may include
anorgansuchasaliver, aheart,awomb, abrain, breasts,
an abdomen, or the like, or a blood vessel. Also, the term
"object" may include a phantom. The phantom denotes
a material having a volume that is very close to a density
and effective atomic number of an organism, and may
include a spherical phantom having a characteristic sim-
ilar to a physical body.
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[0031] Moreover, the ultrasound image may be imple-
mented in various ways. For example, the ultrasound im-
age may be atleast one of an amplitude (A) mode image,
a brightness (B) mode image, a color (C) mode image,
and a Doppler (D) mode image. Also, according to an
embodiment of the present invention, the ultrasound im-
age may be a two-dimensional (2D) image or a three-
dimensional (3D) image.

[0032] Moreover, the term "user" used hereinis a med-
ical expert, and may be a doctor, a nurse, a medical tech-
nologist, a medical image expert, or the like, or may be
an engineer who repairs a medical apparatus. However,
the user is not limited thereto.

[0033] The present invention will now be described
more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown. The invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the
concept of the invention to those of ordinary skill in the
art. In the following description, well-known functions or
constructions are not described in detail since they would
obscure the invention with unnecessary detail. Through-
out the specification, like reference numerals in the draw-
ings denote like elements.

[0034] FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention. Re-
ferring to FIG. 1, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a includes an ultrasound signal receiving unit 120, a
reference region setting unit 130, a data processing unit
140, and a display unit 160.

[0035] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a may
be implemented as a card type or a portable type. Ex-
amples of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a may
include a picture archiving and communication system
(PACS) viewer, a smartphone, a laptop computer, a per-
sonal digital assistant (PDA), and a tablet personal com-
puter (PC), but are not limited thereto.

[0036] The ultrasound signal receiving unit 120 may
process an echosignal received from a probe to generate
ultrasound data. For example, the ultrasound signal re-
ceiving unit 120 may receive an echo signal obtained
from a moving OOl included in a target object, and proc-
essthe received echo signal to generate ultrasound data.
[0037] The reference region setting unit 130 may set
a reference region in an ultrasound image. Also, the ref-
erence region setting unit 130 may set the reference re-
gion on the basis of a user input. For example, the ref-
erence region setting unit 130 may receive a user input
that selects at least one of a point, a line, and a region
in an ultrasound image, and set at least one of the se-
lected point, line, and region as the reference region.
Here, the userinput may be input by using aninput device
such as a mouse, a keypad, or the like, and moreover,
when the display unit 160 is configured with a touch
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screen, the user input may be a touch input that is input
by using a touch tool (for example, a finger, an electronic
pen, or the like).

[0038] Moreover, the reference region setting unit 130
may set a plurality of reference regions, and the set ref-
erence regions may be displayed in a color.

[0039] The data processing unit 140 may acquire mov-
ing path information of an OOI passing through the ref-
erence region which is set by the reference region setting
unit 130, on the basis of the received ultrasound signal.
Also, when the reference region is set in plurality, the
data processing unit 140 may acquire moving path infor-
mation of an OOl passing through each of the plurality
of reference regions.

[0040] The data processing unit 140 may trace a mov-
ing path of an OOl flowing out from the reference region,
or may reversely trace a moving path of an OOl flowing
into the reference region, thereby acquiring moving path
information.

[0041] The display unit 160 displays the ultrasound im-
age generated by the image generating unit 155. The
display unit 160 may display various pieces of information
processed by the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100,
in addition to the ultrasound image, on a screen through
a graphics user interface (GUI). The ultrasound diagnos-
tic apparatus 100 may include two or more display units
160 depending on an implementation type.

[0042] The display unit 160 includes at least one of a
liquid crystal display (LCD), a thin film transistor-liquid
crystal display (TFT-LCD), an organic light-emitting di-
ode (OLED), aflexible display, a 3D display, and an elec-
trophoretic display.

[0043] Moreover, when the display unit 160 and the
user input unit 190 are implemented as a touch screen
by forming a layer structure, the display unit 160 may be
used as an input unit that enables information to be input
by a user’s touch, in addition to an output unit.

[0044] The touch screen may be configured to detect
atouch pressure in addition to a touch input position and
atouched area. Also, the touch screen may be configured
to detect a proximity touch as well as a real touch.
[0045] Herein, the term "real touch" denotes a case in
which a pointer really touches a screen, and the term
"proximity touch" denotes a case in which the pointer
does not actually touch the screen but approaches a po-
sition which is separated from the screen by a certain
distance. The pointer used herein denotes a touch in-
strument for really touching or proximity-touching a spe-
cific portion of a displayed screen. Examples of the point-
er include an electronic pen, a finger, etc.

[0046] Although not shown, the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 100 may include various sensors inside or
near the touch screen, for detecting a real touch or a
proximity touch on the touch screen. An example of a
sensor for sensing a touch of the touch screen is a tactile
sensor.

[0047] Thetactile sensordenotes a sensor thatsenses
a touch by a specific object to a degree to which a user
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feels, ormore. The tactile sensor may sense various piec-
es of information such as a roughness of a touched sur-
face, a stiffness of a touched object, a temperature of a
touched point, etc.

[0048] Moreover, an example of a sensor for sensing
a touch of the touch screen is a proximity sensor. The
proximity sensor denotes a sensor that detects an object
approaching a detection surface or an object near the
detection surface by using an electromagnetic force or
infrared light without any mechanical contact.

[0049] Examples of the proximity sensor include a
transmissive photosensor, a directly reflective photosen-
sor, a mirror reflective photosensor, a high frequency os-
cillation-type proximity sensor, a capacitive proximity
sensor, a magnetic proximity sensor, and an infrared
proximity sensor.

[0050] The display unit 160 according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention may display an ultrasound
image of a target object, and display the moving path of
the OOI on the basis of the moving path information of
the OOI acquired by the data processing unit 140.
[0051] Moreover, the display unit 160 may display the
reference region set by the reference region setting unit
130, and when a plurality of moving paths are acquired,
the display unit 160 may identifiably display the plurality
of moving paths. In this case, the moving paths may be
displayed in different colors.

[0052] Moreover, when the plurality of moving paths
overlap, the display unit 160 may display the overlapped
regions in a mixed color of colors which respectively cor-
respond to the plurality of moving paths. For example,
when first and second moving paths overlap, the display
unit 160 may display the overlapped region in a mixed
color of first and second colors which respectively corre-
spond to the first and second moving paths.

[0053] Moreover, the display unit 160 may display, in
the overlapped region, a ratio of a volume of an OOl
(corresponding to the first moving path) and a volume of
an OOl corresponding to the second moving path.
[0054] FIG. 2is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention. Re-
ferring to FIG. 2, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100b according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion includes a probe 20, an ultrasound transceiver 100,
animage processor 150, a communicator 170, a memory
180, a user input unit 190, and a controller 195. The
above-described elements may be connected to each
other through a bus 185.

[0055] An ultrasound receiver 120, data processing
unit 140, a reference region setting unit 130, and display
unit 160 of FIG. 2 are the same elements as the ultra-
sound signal receiving unit 120, data processing unit 140,
reference region setting unit 130, and display unit 160 of
FIG. 1, respectively, and the descriptions of FIG. 1 are
applied thereto.

[0056] The probe 20 transmits ultrasound waves to an
object 10 based on a driving signal applied by the ultra-
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sound transceiver 100 and receives echo signals reflect-
ed by the object 10. The probe 20 includes a plurality of
transducers, and the plurality of transducers oscillate
based on electric signals transmitted thereto and gener-
ate acoustic energy, that is, ultrasound waves. Further-
more, the probe 20 may be connected to the main body
of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b by wire or
wirelessly. According to embodiments of the present in-
vention, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b may
include a plurality of probes 20.

[0057] Atransmissionunit110 suppliesadriving signal
to the probe 20 and includes a pulse generating unit 112,
a transmission delaying unit 114, and a pulser 116. The
pulse generating unit 112 generates pulses for forming
transmission ultrasound waves based on a predeter-
mined pulse repetition frequency (PRF), and the trans-
mission delaying unit 114 applies a delay time for deter-
mining transmission directionality to the pulses. Pulses
to which a delay time is applied correspond to a plurality
of piezoelectric vibrators included in the probe 20, re-
spectively. The pulser 116 applies a driving signal (or a
driving pulse) to the probe 20 as a timing corresponding
to each pulse to which a delay time is applied.

[0058] A reception unit 120 generates ultrasound data
by processing echo signals received from the probe 20
and may include an amplifier 122, an analog-digital con-
verter (ADC) 124, a reception delaying unit 126, and a
summing unit 128. The amplifier 122 amplifies echo sig-
nals in each channel, and the ADC 124 analog-to-digital
converts the amplified echo signals. The reception de-
laying unit 126 applies delay times for determining re-
ception directionality to the digital-converted echo sig-
nals, and the summing unit 128 generates ultrasound
data by summing the echo signals processed by the re-
ception delaying unit 126.

[0059] The image processor 150 generates an ultra-
sound image by scan-converting ultrasound data gener-
ated by the ultrasound transceiver 100 and displays the
ultrasound image.

[0060] An ultrasound image may include not only a
grayscale ultrasound image obtained by scanning an ob-
ject in an amplitude (A) mode, a brightness (B) mode,
and a motion (M) mode, but also a blood flow Doppler
image showing flow of blood (also referred to as a color
Doppler image), a tissue Doppler image showing move-
ment of tissues, and a spectral Doppler image showing
moving speed of an object as a waveform.

[0061] A B mode processor 141 extracts B mode com-
ponents from ultrasound data and processes the B mode
components. An image generating unit 155 may gener-
ate an ultrasound image indicating signal intensities as
brightness based on the extracted B mode components.
[0062] Similarly, a Doppler processor 142 may extract
Doppler components from ultrasound data, and the im-
age generating unit 155 may generate a Doppler image
indicating movement of an object as colors or waveforms
based on the extracted Doppler components.

[0063] The image generating unit 155 according to an
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embodiment of the present invention may generate a 3D
ultrasound image via volume-rendering of volume data
and may also generate an elasticity image which visual-
izes deformation of an object 10 due to pressure. Fur-
thermore, the image generating unit 155 may mark var-
ious pieces of additional information on an ultrasound
image by using texts and graphics. The generated ultra-
sound image may be stored in the memory 180.

[0064] The communicator 170 is connected to a net-
work 30 in a wired or wireless manner to communicate
with an external device or server. The communicator 170
may exchange data with a hospital server or a medical
apparatus of a hospital which is connected thereto
through a medical image information system (a PACS).
Also, the communicator 170 may perform data commu-
nication according to the digital imaging and communi-
cations in medicine (DICOM) standard.

[0065] The communicator 170 may transmit and re-
ceive data, such as an ultrasound image, ultrasound da-
ta, Doppler data, etc. of an object, associated with a di-
agnosis of the object over the network 30, and may also
transmitand receive a medical image captured by a med-
ical apparatus such as a computed tomography (CT) ap-
paratus, a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) appara-
tus, or an X-ray apparatus. Furthermore, the communi-
cator 170 may receive information on a diagnosis history
or treatment schedule of a patient from a server, and use
a diagnosis of an object. In addition, the communicator
170 may perform data communication with a portable
terminal of a doctor or a patient, in addition to a server
or medical apparatus of a hospital.

[0066] The communicator 170 may be connected to
the network 30 in a wired or wireless manner, and may
exchange data with a server 32, a medical apparatus 34,
or a portable terminal 36. The communicator 170 may
include one or more elements that enable communication
with an external device, and for example, include a short-
distance communication module 171, a wired communi-
cation module 172, and a mobile communication module
173.

[0067] The short-distance communication module 171
denotes a module for short-distance communication
within a certain distance. Short-distance communication
technology, according to an embodiment of the present
invention, may include wireless LAN, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth,
Zigbee, Wi-Fi direct (WFD), ultra wideband (UWB), in-
frared data association (IrDA), Bluetooth low energy
(BLE), and near field communication (NFC), but the
short-distance communication technology is not limited
thereto.

[0068] The wired communication module 172 denotes
a module for communication using an electrical signal or
an optical signal. Wired communication technology ac-
cording to an embodiment may include a pair cable, a
coaxial cable, an optical fiber cable, or an Ethernet cable.
[0069] The mobile communication module 173 trans-
mits and receives a radio frequency (RF) signal to and
from a base station, an external terminal, and a server
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over a mobile communication network. Here, the RF sig-
nal may include various types of data based on trans-
mission and reception of a voice call signal, a video call
signal, or a letter/multimedia message.

[0070] The memory 180 stores various pieces of infor-
mation processed by the ultrasound diagnostic appara-
tus 100b. For example, the memory 180 may store med-
ical data, such as input/output ultrasound data and ultra-
sound images, associated with a diagnosis of an object,
and may also store an algorithm or a program which is
executed in the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b.
[0071] The memory 180 may be configured with vari-
ous kinds of storage mediums such as a flash memory,
a hard disk, an EEPROM, etc. Also, the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus 100b may operate web storage or a
cloud server which performs a storage function of the
memory 180 on a web.

[0072] The user input unit 190 generates input data
which is input by a user for controlling an operation of
the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b. The user input
unit 190 may include hardware elements such as a key-
pad, a mouse, a touch pad, a trackball, a jog switch, but
is not limited thereto. As another example, the user input
unit 190 may further include various sensors such as an
electrocardiogram (ECG) measurement module, a
breath measurement sensor, a voice recognition sensor,
a gesture recognition sensor, a fingerprint recognition
sensor, an iris recognition sensor, a depth sensor, a dis-
tance sensor, etc.

[0073] In particular, the userinput unit 190 may further
include the touch screen in which the touch pad and the
display unit 160 form the layer structure.

[0074] In this case, the ultrasound diagnostic appara-
tus 100b may display a specific mode ultrasound image
and a control panel for an ultrasound image, on the touch
screen. In addition, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100b may sense a user’s touch gesture for an ultrasound
image through the touch screen.

[0075] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention may
physically include some buttons, frequently used by a
user, from among a plurality of buttons included in a con-
trol panel of general ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses,
and the other buttons may be provided through a type of
GUI on the touch screen.

[0076] The controller 195 controls an overall operation
of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100b. That s, the
controller 195 may control operations between the probe
20, the ultrasound transceiver 100, the image processor
150, the communicator 170, the memory 180, and the
user input unit 190 which are illustrated in FIG. 2.
[0077] Some or all of the probe 20, the ultrasound
transceiver 100, the image processor 150, the commu-
nicator 170, the memory 180, the user input unit 190, and
the controller 195 may be operated by a software module,
but are not limited thereto. Some of the above-described
elements may be operated by a hardware module. Also,
at least some of the ultrasound transceiver 100, the im-
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age processor 150, and the communicator 170 may be
included in the controller 195, but are not limited to the
implementation type.

[0078] The block diagram of each of the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatuses 100a and 100b of FIGS. 1 and 2
is a block diagram according to an embodiment of the
present invention. The elements of the block diagram
may be integrated, added, or omitted depending on a
specification of an actually implemented cache memory
system. That is, depending on the case, two or more
elements may be integrated into one element, or one
element may be subdivided into two or more elements.
Also, a function performed by each element is for de-
scribing an embodiment of the present invention, and
each element or a detailed operation thereof does not
limit the scope and spirit of the present invention.
[0079] FIG. 3is a flowchart illustrating a method of op-
erating an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

[0080] Referring to FIG. 3, the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 100a (100b) may display an ultrasound image
of an object in operation S310.

[0081] In this case, the object may be a heart, but is
not limited thereto. Also, the ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus 100a (100b) may set a region of interest (ROI) in
the ultrasound image. For example, the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus 100a (100b) may generate the ultra-
sound image of the object on the basis of acquired ultra-
sound data, and display the ultrasound image in the dis-
play unit 160.

[0082] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 4 (a), when
the ultrasound image of the object is displayed, the ul-
trasound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may set a
boundary 415 of the ROI. Here, the boundary 415 of the
ROI may be set according to a user input.

[0083] Moreover, when the ROI may be set due to the
boundary 415, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may perform, in only the set ROI, a below-de-
scribed operation of tracing a moving path of an OOI.
[0084] In operation S320, the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 100a (100b) may receive an ultrasound signal
obtained from a moving OOl included in a target object.
[0085] Here, the moving OOl is blood flow. The ultra-
sound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may track a
contrast medium injected into the target object to receive
the ultrasound signal obtained from the moving OOI. Al-
ternatively, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may receive a Doppler signal obtained from the
moving OOI.

[0086] In operation S330, the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 100a (100b) may set a first reference region
included in the ultrasound image.

[0087] Here, the first reference region may be at least
one of a point, a line, and a region.

[0088] Forexample, referring to FIG. 4 (a), an input for
selecting the first reference region may be an input that
selects a first point 410 of the ultrasound image.

[0089] The first point 410 may be automatically select-
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ed by the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b),
or may be selected based on a user input. For example,
ausermay selectareference pointfor acquiring amoving
path of an OOl by using an input device, such as a mouse
or a keypad, or a touch tool (for example, a finger, an
electronic pen, or the like).

[0090] Referring to FIG. 5 (a), the input for selecting
the first reference region may be an input that selects
lines 510, 520 and 530 in the ultrasound image.

[0091] Moreover, although not shown, the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may select a certain
region of an ROI, and analyze a moving path of an OOI,
flowing out from the selected region, or a moving path of
an OOl flowing into the selected region.

[0092] The selected point, line, and region may be dis-
played in a color on the ultrasound image, and the color
may be set by the user.

[0093] Moreover, each of the point, line, and region
may be selected in plurality, and may be displayed in
different colors. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 5 (a),
when three lines 510, 520 and 530 are selected, a first
line 510 may be displayed in a first color (illustrated as a
trianglein FIG. 5 (a)), a second line 520 may be displayed
in a second color (illustrated as a circle in FIG. 5 (a)), and
a third line 530 may be displayed in a third color (illus-
trated as a diamond in FIG. 5 (a)).

[0094] In operation S340, the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 100a (100b) may acquire first moving path in-
formation of an OOl passing through the first reference
region, on the basis of the received ultrasound signal.
[0095] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may acquire moving path information of a moving
OOl included in a target object, on the basis of an ultra-
sound signal. For example, the ultrasound diagnostic ap-
paratus 100a (100b) may inject a contrast medium into
the target object, and track the injected contrast medium,
thereby acquiring information (including a velocity, a
moving direction, etc. of the OOI) about the moving OOI
in an ROI. Alternatively, the ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus 100a (100b) may extracta Doppler componentfrom
ultrasound data of the target objet, and acquire informa-
tion (including a velocity, a moving direction, etc. of the
OOI) about the moving OOl included in the target object
on the basis of the extracted Doppler component.
[0096] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b), as illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, may display a
moving OOl in an ROI as a type of a vector (for example,
an arrow) having a size and direction of a velocity on the
basis of information (which is acquired as described
above) about the moving OOI.

[0097] Moreover, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a (100b) may acquire moving path information of an
OOl passing through a set reference region.

[0098] Asillustratedin FIG. 4 (a), when afirst point410
of an ultrasound image is set as a reference region, the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may ac-
quire a moving path of a moving OOl with respect to the
first point 410.
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[0099] For example, the ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus 100a (100b) may trace a moving path of an OOI
flowing out from the first point 410 to acquire moving path
information, based on movement information of the OOI.
[0100] In S350, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a (100b) may display the acquired moving path.
[0101] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 4 (b), the ul-
trasound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may display
a moving path 420 of the OOI flowing out from the first
point 410 on the basis of the acquired moving path infor-
mation.

[0102] In this case, the moving path (a diffusion path)
of the OOl may be displayed in a color, which may be
setby a user input. Also, a concentration of the color may
be changed according to a volume of the OOI. Thatis, a
region where the volume of the OOl is high may be dis-
played in a deep color, and a region where the volume
of the OOl is low may be displayed in a deep color.
[0103] Moreover, when avolume of an OOl that moves
a first direction is less than a predetermined threshold
value, a moving path through which the OOl moves in
the first direction may not be displayed. That is, only a
main moving path of the OOl may be displayed.

[0104] As described above, since the moving path of
the OOl flowing out from the first point 410 is displayed,
a user easily determines a part of an ROI that is affected
by the OOI flowing out from the first point 410.

[0105] FIGS. 5 (a) and (b) are diagrams illustrating a
case in which a plurality of lines in an ultrasound image
are set as reference regions.

[0106] Referringto FIG. 5 (a), the ultrasound diagnos-
tic apparatus 100a (100b) may set a plurality of lines as
reference regions. Here, the set plurality of reference re-
gions (the plurality of lines) may be displayed in different
colors.

[0107] As illustrated in FIG. 5 (a), when the lines 510,
520 and 530 are set as reference regions, the first line
510 may be displayed in the first color (illustrated as a
triangle in FIG. 5 (a)), the second line 520 may be dis-
played in the second color (illustrated as a circle in FIG.
5 (a)), and the third line 530 may be displayed in the third
color (illustrated as a diamond in FIG. 5 (a)).

[0108] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may acquire a moving path of a moving OOI with
respect to the first to third lines 510, 520 and 530. For
example, as illustrated in FIG. 5 (b), the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus 100a (100b) may trace a moving path
of an OOl flowing out from a region corresponding to the
first line 510 to acquire a moving path 515, based on
movement information of the OOI, and display the ac-
quired moving path 515.

[0109] Moreover, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a (100b) may trace a moving path of an OOl flowing
out from a region corresponding to the second line 520
to acquire a moving path 525, and display the acquired
moving path 525. In addition, the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 100a (100b) may trace a moving path of an
OOl flowing out from a region corresponding to the third
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line 530 to acquire a moving path 535, and display the
acquired moving path 535.

[0110] Inthis case, the moving path of each of the OOls
may be displayed in a color corresponding to a corre-
sponding reference region. For example, a moving path
(the first moving path 515) of an OOl flowing out from the
first line 510 may be displayed in the first color (illustrated
as a triangle in FIG. 5 (b)), a moving path (the second
moving path 525) of an OOl flowing out from the second
line 520 may be displayed in the second color (illustrated
as a circle in FIG. 5 (b)), and a moving path (the third
moving path 535) of an OOI flowing out from the third
line 530 may be displayed in the third color (illustrated
as a diamond in FIG. 5 (b)).

[0111] Moreover, as described above with reference
to FIG. 4, a concentration of the color may be changed
according to a volume of the OOI. That s, a region where
the volume of the OOl is high may be displayed in a deep
color, and a region where the volume of the OOl is low
may be displayed in a deep color.

[0112] Moreover, when the moving path (the first mov-
ing path 515) of the OOI flowing out from the first line 510
overlaps the moving path (the second moving path 525)
of the OOI flowing out from the second line 520, the over-
lapped region may be displayed in a mixed color of the
first and second colors. For example, when the first color
is red and the second color is yellow, the ultrasound di-
agnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may display the over-
lapped region in an orange color.

[0113] Moreover, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a (100b) may display a volume of an OOl in an over-
lapped region. For example, in a region where the first
and second moving paths overlap, the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus 100a (100b) may display, as numerical
values, a volume of an OOl having the first moving path
515 and a volume of an OOI having the second moving
path 525, or the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may display a ratio of the volumes as a numerical
value.

[0114] Alternatively, a mixed color of an overlapped
region may be changed based on the ratio of the volume
of the OOI having the first moving path 515 and the vol-
ume of the OOI having the second moving path 525. For
example, when the volume of the OOI having the first
moving path 515 is greater than the volume of the OOI
having the second moving path 525, the overlapped re-
gion may be displayed in a mixed color in which a mixing
ratio of the first color is higher than that of the second
color.

[0115] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may display a 3D ultrasound image, set a certain
region of the 3D ultrasound image as a reference region,
and acquire a moving path of an OOl passing through
the set reference region.

[0116] Referring to FIG. 6 (a), the ultrasound diagnos-
tic apparatus 100a (100b) may set a plurality of regions
as reference regions. Here, the plurality of regions may
be a point, a line, and a region, and may be displayed in
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different colors.

[0117] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 6 (a), first to
third regions 610, 620 and 630 may be displayed in dif-
ferent colors.

[0118] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may acquire a moving path of a moving OOI with
respect to each of the plurality of regions. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 6 (b), the ultrasound diagnostic ap-
paratus 100a (100b) may trace a moving path of an OOI
flowing out from each region to acquire moving paths
615, 625 and 635, based on movement information of
the OOI, and display the acquired moving paths 615, 625
and 635.

[0119] In this case, each of the moving paths 615, 625
and 635 of the OOIs may be displayed in a color corre-
sponding to a corresponding reference region, and a con-
centration of the color may be changed based on a vol-
ume of a corresponding OOI. Also, when the moving
paths overlap, the overlapped region may be displayed
in a mixed color of colors of the moving paths.

[0120] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a
(100b) may reversely trace a moving path of a moving
OOl with respect to a set reference region (for example,
a point, a line, or a region).

[0121] Asillustrated in FIG. 7 (a), when a second point
710 in an ultrasound image is selected, the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may reversely trace a
moving path of a moving OOI with respect to the second
point 710. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 7 (b), the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may re-
versely trace a moving path of an OOl flowing out from
the second point 710 on the basis of movement informa-
tion of the OOI, and display the traced moving path 720.
[0122] In this case, the moving path 720 of the OOI
may be displayed in a color, which may be set by a user
input. Also, a concentration of the color may be changed
according to a volume of the OOI. That is, a region where
the volume of the OOl is high may be displayed in a deep
color, and a region where the volume of the OOl is low
may be displayed in a deep color.

[0123] Asdescribed above, since the moving path 720
of the OOl flowing into the second point 710 is displayed,
a user easily determines which region of a target object
the OOl flowing into the second point 710 reaches the
second point 710 via.

[0124] Moreover, as illustrated in FIG. 8, when a mov-
ing path of an OOI flowing into a second point 810 is
provided in plurality, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a (100b) may display moving paths 821 and 822.
Here, the moving paths 821 and 822 may be displayed
in different colors, and colors of the moving paths 821
and 822 may be set according to a user input. For exam-
ple, a first moving path 821 may be displayed in the first
color (illustrated as a triangle in FIG. 8 (b)), and a second
moving path 822 may be displayed in the second color
(illustrated as a circle in FIG. 8 (b)).

[0125] Moreover, when the first moving path 821 of an
OOl flowing into the second point 810 overlaps the mov-
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ing path 822 (which differs from the first moving path) of
the OOl flowing into the second point 810, the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may display the over-
lapped region in a mixed color of the first and second
colors. For example, when the first color is red and the
second color is yellow, the ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus 100a (100b) may display the overlapped region in
an orange color.

[0126] Moreover, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
100a (100b) may display a volume of an OOl in an over-
lapped region. For example, in a region where the first
and second moving paths overlap, the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus 100a (100b) may display, as numerical
values, a volume of an OOl having the first moving path
and a volume of an OOI having the second moving path,
or the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 100a (100b) may
display a ratio of the volumes as a numerical value.
[0127] Alternatively, a mixed color of an overlapped
region may be changed based on the ratio of the volume
of the OOI having the first moving path and the volume
of the OOl having the second moving path. For example,
when the volume of the OOI having the first moving path
is greater than the volume of the OOl having the second
moving path, the overlapped region may be displayed in
a mixed color in which a mixing ratio of the first color is
higher than that of the second color.

[0128] As described above, according to the one or
more of the above embodiments of the presentinvention,
by displaying a moving path of an OOl passing through
a reference region, a user easily determines the moving
path of the OOI passing through the reference region.
[0129] Moreover, the user quickly determines a part
affected by the OOlI.

[0130] Therefore, an accuracy of a diagnosis of the
OOl increases.
[0131] The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus and the

operating method thereof according to embodiments of
the presentinvention may also be embodied as computer
readable codes on a computer readable recording me-
dium. The computer readable recording medium is any
data storage device that can store data which can be
thereafter read by a computer system. Examples of the
computer readable recording medium include read-only
memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM), CD-
ROMSs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data
storage. The computer readable recording medium can
also be distributed over network coupled computer sys-
tems so that the computer readable code may be stored
and executed in a distributed fashion.

[0132] Itshould be understood that the exemplary em-
bodiments described herein should be considered in a
descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.
Descriptions of features or aspects within each embod-
iment should typically be considered as available for oth-
er similar features or aspects in other embodiments.
[0133] While one or more embodiments of the present
invention have been described with reference to the fig-
ures, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
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art that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the scope of the present
invention as defined by the following claims.

the first reference region to acquire the first moving
path information.

The method of claim 1, wherein the acquiring of the
first moving path information comprises reversely
tracing a moving path of the blood flow flowing into

10

An ultrasound diagnostic apparatus (100a) compris-

5 ing:
Claims
a display unit (160) configured to display an ul-
A method of operating an ultrasound diagnostic ap- trasound image of a target object;
paratus (100a), the method comprising: an ultrasound signal receiving unit (120) config-
10 ured to receive an ultrasound signal obtained
displaying an ultrasound image of a target ob- from a blood flow included in the target object;
ject; a reference region setting unit (130) configured
receiving an ultrasound signal obtained from a to set a first reference region and a second ref-
blood flow included in the target object; erence region in the ultrasound image; and
setting a first reference region and a second ref- 75 a data processing unit (140) configured to ac-
erence region in the ultrasound image; quire first moving path information of the blood
acquiring first moving path information of the flow passing through the first reference region
blood flow passing through the first reference and second moving path information of the blood
region and second moving path information of flow passing through the second reference re-
the blood flow passing through the second ref- 20 gion, based on the received ultrasound signal,
erence region, based on the received ultrasound wherein the display unit (160) is configured to
signal; display a first moving path (515) of the blood
displaying a first moving path (515) of the blood flow passing through the first reference region
flow passing through the first reference region in a first color based on the first moving path
in a first color, based on the first moving path 25 information, display a second moving path (525)
information, in the ultrasound image; and of the blood flow passing through the second
displaying a second moving path (525) of the reference region to be identifiable from the first
blood flow passing through the second refer- moving path (515) in a second color different
ence region to be identifiable from the first mov- from the first color, based on the second moving
ing path (515) in a second color different from 30 path information, in the ultrasound image, and
the first color, based on the second moving path characterised in that, when the first and sec-
information, in the ultrasound image, ond moving paths (515,525) overlap, the display
characterised in that the displaying of the sec- unit is configured to display a ratio of a volume
ond moving path comprises, when the first and of the blood flow corresponding to the first mov-
second moving paths (515,525) overlap, dis- 35 ing path (515) and a volume of the blood flow
playing a ratio of a volume of the blood flow cor- corresponding to the second moving path (525),
responding to the first moving path (515) and a in the overlapped region.
volume of the blood flow corresponding to the
second moving path (525), in the overlapped re- The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus (100a) of claim
gion. 40 5, wherein when the first and second moving paths
(515, 525) overlap, the display unit (160) is config-
The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the ured to display the overlapped regionin a mixed color
second moving path (525) comprises, when the first of the first color corresponding to the first moving
and second moving paths (515, 525) overlap, dis- path (515) and the second color corresponding to
playing the overlapped region in a mixed color of the 45 the second moving path (525).
first color corresponding to the first moving path
(515) and the second color corresponding to the sec- The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus (100a) of claim
ond moving path (525). 5, wherein the data processing unit (140) is config-
ured to trace a moving path of the blood flow flowing
The method of claim 1, wherein the acquiring of the 50 out from the first reference region to acquire the first
first moving path information comprises tracing a moving path information.
moving path of the blood flow flowing out from the
first reference region to acquire the first moving path The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus (100a) of claim
information. 5, wherein the data processing unit (140) is config-
55

ured to reversely trace a moving path of the blood
flow flowing into the first reference region to acquire
the first moving path information.
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9. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus (100a) of claim

5, wherein the display unit (160) is configured to dis-
play a start region of the first moving path (515).

Patentanspriiche

Verfahren zum Betreiben einer Ultraschalldiagnose-
vorrichtung (100a), wobei das Verfahren Folgendes
aufweist:

Anzeigen eines Ultraschallbilds eines Zielob-
jekts;

Empfangen eines Ultraschallsignals, das von ei-
nem Blutstrom erlangt wurde, der in dem Ziel-
objekt enthalten ist;

Festlegen eines ersten Referenzbereichs und
eines zweiten Referenzbereichs in dem Ultra-
schallbild;

Erlangen erster Bewegungspfadinformationen
des sich durch den ersten Referenzbereich be-
wegenden Blutstroms und zweiter Bewegungs-
pfadinformationen des sich durch den zweiten
Referenzbereich bewegenden Blutstroms, ba-
sierend auf dem empfangenen Ultraschallsig-
nal;

Anzeigen eines ersten Bewegungspfads (515)
des sich durch den ersten Referenzbereich be-
wegenden Blutstroms in einer ersten Farbe ba-
sierend auf den ersten Bewegungspfadinforma-
tionen, in dem Ultraschallbild; und

Anzeigen eines zweiten Bewegungspfads (525)
des sich durch den zweiten Referenzbereich be-
wegenden Blutstroms, um von dem ersten Be-
wegungspfad (515) in einer von der ersten Far-
be unterschiedlichen zweiten Farbe identifizier-
barer zu sein, basierend auf den zweiten Bewe-
gungspfadinformationen in dem Ultraschallbild,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

das Anzeigen des zweiten Bewegungspfads,
wenn sich die ersten und zweiten Bewegungs-
pfade (515,525) lberlappen, das Anzeigen ei-
nes Verhaltnisses eines Volumens des Blut-
stroms, der dem ersten Bewegungspfad (515)
entspricht, und eines Volumens des Blutstroms,
der dem zweiten Bewegungspfad (525) ent-
spricht, in dem sich iberlappenden Bereich auf-
weist.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Anzeigen
des zweiten Bewegungspfads (525), wenn sich die
ersten und zweiten Bewegungspfade (515,525)
Uberlappen, das Anzeigen des Uberlappenden Be-
reichs in einer gemischten Farbe der ersten Farbe,
die dem ersten Bewegungspfad (515) entspricht,
und der zweiten Farbe, die dem zweiten Bewe-
gungspfad (525) entspricht, aufweist.
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1"

3.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Erlangen der
ersten Bewegungspfadinformationen das Verfolgen
eines Bewegungspfads des Blutstroms aufweist, der
aus dem ersten Referenzbereich ausstromt, um die
ersten Bewegungspfadinformationen zu erlangen.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Erlangen der
ersten Bewegungspfadinformationen das umge-
kehrte Verfolgen eines Bewegungspfads des Blut-
stroms aufweist, der in den ersten Referenzbereich
einstromt, um die erste Bewegungspfadinformatio-
nen zu erlangen.
Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (100a), welches
Folgendes aufweist:

eine Anzeigeeinheit (160), die dafiir vorgesehen
ist, ein Ultraschallbild eines Zielobjekts anzuzei-
gen;

eine Ultraschallsignalempfangseinheit (120),
die dafiir vorgesehen ist, ein Ultraschallsignal
zu empfangen, das von einem in dem Zielobjekt
enthaltenen Blutstrom erlangt wurde;

eine Referenzbereichsfestlegeeinheit (130), die
dafiir vorgesehen ist, einen ersten Referenzbe-
reich und einen zweiten Referenzbereichin dem
Ultraschallbild festzulegen; und

eine Datenverarbeitungseinheit (140), die daflr
vorgesehen ist, erste Bewegungspfadinformati-
onen des sich durch den ersten Referenzbe-
reich bewegenden Blutstroms und zweite Be-
wegungspfadinformationen des sich durch den
zweiten Referenzbereich bewegenden Blut-
stroms basierend auf dem empfangenen Ultra-
schallsignal zu erlangen,

wobei die Anzeigeeinheit (160) dafir vorgese-
hen ist, einen ersten Bewegungspfad (515) des
sich durch den ersten Referenzbereich bewe-
genden Blutstroms in einer ersten Farbe basie-
rend auf den ersten Bewegungspfadinformatio-
nenanzuzeigen, einen zweiten Bewegungspfad
(525) des sich durch den zweiten Referenzbe-
reich bewegenden Blutstroms anzuzeigen, um
von dem ersten Bewegungspfad (515) in einer
von der ersten Farbe unterschiedlichen zweiten
Farbe unterscheidbar zu sein, basierend auf
den zweiten Bewegungspfadinformationen, in
dem Ultraschallbild,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

wenn sich die ersten und zweiten Bewegungs-
pfade (515,525) Uberlappen, die Anzeigeeinheit
dafiir vorgesehen ist, ein Verhaltnis eines Volu-
mens des Blutstroms, der dem ersten Bewe-
gungspfad (515) entspricht, und eines Volu-
mens des Blutstroms, der dem zweiten Bewe-
gungspfad (525) entspricht, in dem Uberlappen-
den Bereich anzuzeigen.
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Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (100a) nach An-
spruch 5, wobei, wenn sich die ersten und zweiten
Bewegungspfade (515,525) Gberlappen, die Anzei-
geeinheit (160) daflir vorgesehen ist, den sich tber-
lappenden Bereich in einer gemischten Farbe der
ersten Farbe, die dem ersten Bewegungspfad (515)
entspricht, und der zweiten Farbe, die dem zweiten
Bewegungspfad (525) entspricht, anzuzeigen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (100a) nach An-
spruch 5, wobei die Datenverarbeitungseinheit (140)
daflr vorgesehen ist, einen Bewegungspfad des
Blutstroms, der aus dem ersten Referenzbereich
ausstrémt, zu verfolgen, um die ersten Bewegungs-
pfadinformationen zu erlangen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (100a) nach An-
spruch 5, wobei die Datenverarbeitungseinheit (140)
daflr vorgesehen ist, einen Bewegungspfad des
Blutstroms, der in den ersten Referenzbereich ein-
stromt, umgekehrt zu verfolgen, um die ersten Be-
wegungspfadinformationen zu erlangen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (100a) nach An-
spruch 5, wobei die Anzeigeeinheit (160) daflr vor-
gesehen ist, einen Startbereich des ersten Bewe-
gungspfads (515) anzuzeigen.

Revendications

Procédé de fonctionnement d’'un appareil de dia-
gnostic  ultrasonique  (100a), le procédé
comprenant :

I'affichage d’'une image ultrasonique d’un objet
cible;

la réception d’un signal ultrasonique obtenu a
partir d’un flux sanguin inclus dans I'objet cible ;
la définition d’une premiére région de référence
et d’'une deuxiéme région de référence dans
limage ultrasonique ;

I'acquisition d’une premiére information de trajet
de déplacement du flux sanguin passant a tra-
vers la premiére région de référence et d’'une
seconde information de trajet de déplacement
du flux sanguin passant a travers la seconde
région de référence, sur la base du signal ultra-
sonique regu ;

I'affichage du premier trajet de déplacement
(515) du flux sanguin passant a travers la pre-
miére région de référence dans une premiere
couleur, sur la base de la premiére information
de trajet de déplacement, dans [limage
ultrasonique ; et

I'affichage d’'un second trajet de déplacement
(525) du flux sanguin passant a travers la se-
conde région de référence identifiable du pre-
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2,

mier trajet de déplacement (515) dans une se-
conde couleur différente de la premiére couleur,
sur la base de la seconde information de trajet
de déplacement, dans I'image ultrasonique,
caractérisé en ce que

I'affichage du second trajet de déplacement
comprend, lorsque les premier et second trajets
de déplacement (515, 525) se chevauchent, I'af-
fichage d’unrapportd’un volume du flux sanguin
correspondant au premier trajet de déplacement
(515) et d’'un volume du flux sanguin correspon-
dant au second trajet de déplacement (525),
dans la région superposée.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel I'affi-
chage du second trajet de déplacement (525) com-
prend, lorsque les premier et second trajets de dé-
placements (515, 525) se chevauchent, I'affichage
de larégion superposée dans une couleur mélangée
de lapremiére couleur correspondant au premier tra-
jet de déplacement (515) et de la deuxiéme couleur
correspondant au second trajet de déplacement
(525).

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel I'ac-
quisition de la premiére information de trajet de dé-
placement comprend le tragage d’un trajet de dépla-
cement du flux sanguin sortant de la premiére région
de référence pour acquérir la premiére information
de trajet de déplacement.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel I'ac-
quisition de la premiére information de trajet de dé-
placement comprend le tragage inverse d’'un trajet
de déplacement du flux sanguin coulant dans la pre-
miére région de référence pour acquérir la premiére
information de trajet de déplacement.

Appareil de
comprenant :

diagnostic  ultrasonique (100a)

une unité d’'affichage (160) configurée pour af-
ficher une image ultrasonique d’un objet cible;
une unité de réception de signal ultrasonique
(120) configurée pour recevoir

un signal ultrasonique

obtenu a partird’un flux sanguininclus dans I'ob-
jet cible ;

une unité de définition de région de référence
(130) configurée pour définir

une premiéere région de référence et une
deuxieme région de référence dans l'image
ultrasonique ; et

une unité de traitement de données (140) con-
figurée pour acquérir

une premiere information de trajet de déplace-
ment du

flux sanguin passantatravers la premiere région
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de référence et une seconde information de tra-
jet de déplacement du flux sanguin passant a
travers la seconde région de référence, sur la
base du signal ultrasonique regu,

dans lequel I'unité d’affichage (160) est configu-
rée pour afficher

un premier trajet de déplacement (515) du flux
sanguin

passant a travers la premiére région de référen-
ce dans une premiére couleur sur la base de la
premiére information de trajet de déplacement,
afficher un second trajet de déplacement (525)
du flux sanguin passant a travers la seconde
région de référence identifiable du premier trajet
de déplacement (515) dans une seconde cou-
leur différente de la premiére couleur, sur la ba-
se de la seconde information de trajet de dépla-
cement, dans 'image ultrasonique,

et caractérisé en ce que,

lorsque les premier et second trajets de dépla-
cement (515, 525) se chevauchent,

I'unité d’affichage est configurée pour afficher
un rapport d’'un volume du flux sanguin corres-
pondant au premier trajet de déplacement (515)
et un volume du flux sanguin correspondant au
second trajet de déplacement (525), dans la ré-
gion superposeée.

Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (100a) selon la
revendication 5, dans lequel lorsque les premier et
second trajets de déplacements (515, 525) se che-
vauchent, l'unité d’affichage (160) est configurée
pour afficher la région superposée dans une couleur
mélangée de la premiére couleur correspondant au
premier trajet de déplacement (515) et de la deuxie-
me couleur correspondant au second trajet de dé-
placement (525).

Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (100a) selon la
revendication 5, dans lequel 'unité de traitement de
données (140) est configurée pour tracer un trajet
de déplacement du flux sanguin sortant de la pre-
miére région de référence pour acquérir la premiére
information de trajet de déplacement.

Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (100a) selon la
revendication 5, dans lequel 'unité de traitement de
données (140) est configurée pour tracer en sens
inverse

un trajet de déplacement du flux sanguin coulant
dans la

premiére région de référence pour acquérir la pre-
miére information de trajet de déplacement.

Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (100a) selon la
revendication 5, dans lequel I'unité d’affichage (160)
est configurée pour afficher une région de départ du
premier trajet de déplacement (515).
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FIG. 3
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