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(54) Ultrasound System Having Virtual Keyboard and Method of Displaying the Same

(57) The present invention relates to an ultrasound
system capable of displaying a virtual keyboard image
on the touch screen and a method of displaying the virtual
keyboard image on a part of a display screen of the dis-
play unit. The ultrasound system comprises: a control
panel configured to receive user instructions for display-
ing a virtual keyboard image; a display unit configured to

display the virtual keyboard image and to receive a com-
mand by touch type; and a processor unit coupled to the
control panel and the display unit, the processor unit be-
ing configured to display an ultrasound image on the dis-
play unit to display the virtual keyboard image on a part
of a display screen of the display unit.
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Description

[0001] The present application claims priority from Ko-
rean Patent Application No. 10-2008-0066835 filed on
July 10, 2008, the entire subject matters of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[Technical Field]

[0002] The present invention generally relates to ultra-
sound systems, and more particularly to an ultrasound
system having a virtual keyboard and a method of dis-
playing the virtual keyboard on a part of a display screen
of the display unit.

[Background Art]

[0003] A touch screen is widely used as a user inter-
face in various imaging devices. The touch screen is a
display that can detect the presence of a user’s touch
and a touched location in a display area. The imaging
device may process previously set instructions in re-
sponse to the detected presence or location. The touch
screen may be manufactured by adding a touch panel
on a screen of a general display such as a monitor. The
touch panel may be segmented into a plurality of grids
and an infrared sensor may be mounted on each of the
grids. The infrared sensor may sense a temperature
change so that it can be recognized whether a touch is
present on the display area. The imaging device may
recognize what the user selects based on a touch position
on the display area of the touch screen and then generate
input signals corresponding to the selection.
[0004] Generally, the ultrasound system has an alpha-
numeric keyboard for character and number input. Al-
though the alpha-numeric keyboard is not typically used,
the alpha-numeric keyboard occupies a significant region
on the control panel. Also, the alpha-numeric keyboard
can be drawn out of the control panel. In such a case,
the user must change his or her position and it is signif-
icantly more difficult to use the alpha-numeric keyboard.

BWEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an illustrative em-
bodiment of an ultrasound system.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing the first virtual
keyboard image for inputting text and numeri-
cal information.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing the second
virtual keyboard image for inputting numerical
information.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the third virtual
keyboard image for inputting an ultrasound im-

age scanning operation information.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0006] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an illustrative
embodiment of an ultrasound system. The ultrasound
system 100 may include: a control panel 110 configured
to receive user instructions for displaying a virtual key-
board image; a display unit 120 configured to display the
virtual keyboard image thereon and to receive a com-
mand by touch type; and a processor unit (not shown)
coupled to the control panel and the display unit, the proc-
essor unit being configured to display an ultrasound im-
age on the display unit and to display the virtual keyboard
image on a part of a display screen of the display unit 120.
[0007] The control panel 110 may be configured to re-
ceive user instructions for displaying a virtual keyboard
image on a part of a display screen of the display unit
120. For example, a user may input user instructions such
as a virtual keyboard image display instruction by press-
ing a text button 112 and a virtual keyboard image change
instruction by pressing virtual keyboard image change
button 114. The virtual keyboard image is selected from
a group of (i) a first image for inputting text and numerical
information, (ii) a second image for inputting numerical
information only, and (iii) a third image for inputting an
ultrasound image scanning operation information. One
of the first, second and third images (may be referred
from Figs. 2 to. 4) may be displayed on the display unit
120 according to the user instructions. The processor
unit of the ultrasound system 100 is configured to change
from one image of the first, second and third images to
another image according to the user instructions. For ex-
ample, the first image turns to the second image when
you press the virtual keyboard image change button 114
as a virtual keyboard change instruction. Further, the sec-
ond image turns to the third virtual keyboard image when
you press the virtual keyboard image change button 114
again.
[0008] The first virtual keyboard image 140 may in-
clude input confirmation region 141, reference words list
region 142 and button region 143, as illustrated in Fig.
2. The words, which were received from the button region
143, may be displayed at the input confirmation region
141. The button region 143 may include a number of
buttons for receiving the user instructions. Words but-
tons, which are related to the specific characters, may
be displayed at the reference words list region 142. The
user can recognize characters, which are received from
the button region 143, due to displaying the characters
on the input confirmation region 141. The buttons located
in the button region 143 are shaped as lengthy oval. Also,
the vertical length of the buttons is longer than the hori-
zontal length of the buttons. The characters on the but-
tons are located at the upper region of the buttons. As
such, the user can recognize the characters on the but-
tons while pressing the buttons.
[0009] The virtual keyboard image may be displayed
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on a part of a display screen of the display unit 120. The
display unit 120 may be configured to display the virtual
keyboard image thereon and to receive a command by
touch type. The display unit 120 may be made from Liquid
Crystal Display touch panel. Thus, the user can touch
the display unit 120 to input the text information, numer-
ical information and the ultrasound image scanning op-
eration information.
[0010] The processor unit (not shown) is mounted on
a body 130. The processor unit is coupled to the control
panel 110 and the display unit 120. The processor unit
is configured to display an ultrasound image on the dis-
play unit 120. Also, the processor unit is configured to
display the virtual keyboard image on a part of a display
screen of the display unit 120. For example, the proces-
sor unit may control the display unit 120 to display the
virtual keyboard image 140 including the input confirma-
tion region 141, the reference words list region 142 and
the button region 143, as illustrated in Fig. 2, according
to the user instructions. Namely, the processor unit may
display the first virtual keyboard image on the display unit
120 when the user presses the text button 112. The
pressing of the text button 112 is regarded as a first virtual
keyboard display instruction. Also, the processor unit
may display the first virtual keyboard image on the display
unit 120 when the user moves a cursor to a specific part
of the display unit 120. The moving of the cursor to the
specific part of the display unit 120 is regarded as a first
virtual keyboard display instruction.
[0011] Also, the processor unit may control the display
unit 120 to display the second virtual keyboard image
140 including the numeric buttons, as illustrated in Fig.
3, when the user selects the second virtual keyboard im-
age. The processor unit is configured to display the sec-
ond virtual keyboard image, as illustrated in Fig. 3, on
the display unit 120 when the user presses the text but-
ton. Also, the processor unit is configured to display the
second virtual keyboard image, as illustrated in Fig. 3,
on the display unit 120 when the user moves the cursor
to the specific part of the display unit 120. The moving
of the cursor to the specific part of the display unit 120
is regarded as a second virtual keyboard display instruc-
tion. The numeric buttons, which are included in the sec-
ond virtual keyboard image, are configured to set in an
array similar to telephone buttons. Thus, the user can
input the numbers faster.
[0012] Also, the processor unit is configured to control
the display unit 120 to display the virtual keyboard image
for text input, which is related to the scanning operation
as illustrated in the Fig. 4, when the user select the third
virtual keyboard image. It is necessary to input a text on
the ultrasound image for the ultrasound image explana-
tion during the scanning operation. The text, which is
used in the ultrasound image scanning operation, may
be limited. The third virtual keyboard image may be dis-
played when the user presses the text button 112 during
the scanning operation. The text made up of a character
combination is typically used. The character combination

may be displayed on the ultrasound image when the user
presses a character combination button. The character
combination may be edited by the user. Further, it may
not be necessary to input a blank because the blank may
be inputted along with the character combination when
the user presses the character combination button. The
first virtual keyboard image, as illustrated in Fig. 2, is
displayed on the display unit 120 when the user presses
the virtual keyboard image change button 114 as the vir-
tual keyboard change instruction during displaying of the
third virtual keyboard image on the display unit 120. Thus,
the user can input the text easily.
[0013] It is important that changing of the virtual key-
board image may not mean changing of the virtual key-
board image in a regular sequence. The first virtual key-
board image may be displayed, as illustrated in Fig. 2,
when the user presses the virtual keyboard image
change button 114 during displaying of the third virtual
keyboard image as illustrated in Fig. 4. Also, the third
virtual keyboard image may be displayed when the user
presses the virtual keyboard image change button 114
during displaying of the first virtual keyboard image.
[0014] The processor unit is configured to assess the
input state and control the display unit 120 to display the
adequate virtual keyboard image to the input state. The
input state may include inputting text and numerical in-
formation, inputting numerical information only and in-
putting an ultrasound image scanning operation informa-
tion.
[0015] Any reference in this specification to "one em-
bodiment," "an embodiment," "example embodiment,"
"illustrative embodiment," etc. means that a particular
feature, structure or characteristic described in connec-
tion with the embodiment is included in at least one em-
bodiment of the present invention. The appearances of
such phrases in various places in the specification are
not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment.
Further, when a particular feature, structure or charac-
teristic is described in connection with any embodiment,
it is submitted that it is within the purview of one skilled
in the art to affect such feature, structure or characteristic
in connection with other ones of the embodiments.
[0016] Although embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments
thereof, it should be understood that numerous other
modifications and embodiments can be devised by those
skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope
of the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, nu-
merous variations and modifications are possible in the
component parts and/or arrangements of the subject
combination arrangement within the scope of the disclo-
sure, the drawings and the appended claims. In addition
to variations and modifications in the component parts
and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art.
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Claims

1. An ultrasound system, comprising:

a control panel configured to receive user in-
structions for displaying a virtual keyboard im-
age;
a display unit configured to display the virtual
keyboard image and to receive a command by
touch type; and
a processor unit coupled to the control panel and
the display unit, the processor unit being config-
ured to display an ultrasound image on the dis-
play unit and to display the virtual keyboard im-
age on a part of a display screen of the display
unit.

2. The ultrasound system of Claim 1, wherein the virtual
keyboard image includes a button region for display-
ing keyboard buttons; and
an input confirmation region for displaying informa-
tion inputted through the keyboard buttons.

3. The ultrasound system of Claim 1, wherein the virtual
keyboard image is selected from a group of (i) a first
image for inputting text and numerical information,
(ii) a second image for inputting numerical informa-
tion only, and (iii) a third image for inputting an ultra-
sound image scanning operation information.

4. The ultrasound system of Claim 3, wherein the first
image includes a reference words list region for dis-
playing buttons of words related to characters input-
ted by a user.

5. The ultrasound system of Claim 3, wherein the proc-
essor unit is configured to change from one image
of the first, second and third images to another image
according to the user instructions.

6. A method of displaying a virtual keyboard image in
an ultrasound system, comprising:

a) displaying an ultrasound image on a display
unit within the ultrasound system;
b) receiving a command for displaying a virtual
keyboard image from a control panel within the
ultrasound system; and
c) displaying the virtual keyboard image on a
part of a display screen of the display unit.

7. The method of Claim 6, wherein the virtual keyboard
image includes a button region for displaying key-
board buttons; and
an input confirmation region for displaying informa-
tion inputted through the keyboard buttons.

8. The method of Claim 6, wherein the virtual keyboard

image is selected from a group of (i) a first image for
inputting text and numerical information, (ii) a second
image for inputting numerical information only, and
(iii) a third image for inputting an ultrasound image
scanning operation information.

9. The method of Claim 8, wherein the step c) includes;
changing from one image of the first, second and
third images to another image.
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