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(54) METHOD OF DISPLAYING DOPPLER IMAGE AND ULTRASOUND DIAGNOSIS APPARATUS 
FOR PERFORMING THE METHOD

(57) Provided are a method of displaying a Doppler
image and an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus for per-
forming the method. The method includes: obtaining a
first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding
to each of a plurality of pixels is not performed and a
second Doppler signal where clutter filtering correspond-
ing to each of the plurality of pixels is performed; deter-
mining a first motion score indicating a degree of flash

artifact occurrence by using velocity information of the
first Doppler signal; determining a first weight for sup-
pressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on the first
motion score and a velocity difference value between the
first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal; gen-
erating a first Doppler image of the object by applying
the first weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel;
and displaying the first Doppler image of the object.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001] The disclosure relates to a method of displaying a Doppler image and an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus for
performing the method.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses transmit ultrasound signals toward a predetermined part in a body and obtain
images of a cross-section of soft tissue or blood flow by using information about ultrasound signals reflected from the
predetermined part.
[0003] Ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses have various advantages including a compact size, low cost, and real-time
display. Also, ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses have excellent stability because there is no fear of X-ray exposure, and
thus the ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses are widely used together with other image diagnosis apparatuses such as
X-ray diagnosis apparatuses, computerized tomography (CT) scanners, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) apparatus-
es, or nuclear medicine diagnosis apparatuses.

SUMMARY

[0004] An objective of one or more embodiments is to provide information about a degree of flash artifact occurrence
along with a Doppler image of an object.
[0005] Also, an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus according to an embodiment may determine a degree of flash artifact
suppression according to a user’s setting, and provide information about a degree of remaining flash artifacts along with
a Doppler image so that the user may easily adjust the degree of flash artifact suppression.
[0006] Additional aspects will be set forth in part in the description which follows and, in part, will be apparent from
the description, or may be learned by practice of the presented embodiments.
[0007] In accordance with an aspect of the disclosure, a method of displaying a Doppler image includes: obtaining a
first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of a plurality of pixels is not performed and a second
Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of the plurality of pixels is performed; determining a first
motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of the first Doppler signal;
generating a Doppler image of an object by using at least one of the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal;
and displaying the Doppler image.
[0008] The generating of the Doppler image may include: determining a first weight for suppressing flash artifacts of
each pixel based on the first motion score and a velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second
Doppler signal; and generating a first Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight to the second Doppler
signal of each pixel, and the displaying of the Doppler image may include displaying the first Doppler image along with
the first motion score.
[0009] The generating of the Doppler image may include generating a second Doppler image of the object by using
the second Doppler signal, and the displaying of the Doppler image may include displaying the second Doppler image
along with the first motion score.
[0010] The velocity information of the first Doppler signal may include a mean velocity of the first Doppler signal and
a velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal.
[0011] The determining of the first motion score may include determining the first motion score by using velocity
distribution information of the first Doppler signal having a power greater than a mean power.
[0012] The generating of the Doppler image of the object may include: receiving an input that sets a flash artifact
degree of flash artifact suppression from a user; determining a second weight corresponding to the set degree of flash
artifact suppression; and generating a third Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight and the second
weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel.
[0013] The method may further include providing information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression.
[0014] The providing of the information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression may include displaying,
along with the first motion score, a second motion score indicating a degree of remaining flash artifacts after the first
weight and the second weight are applied.
[0015] The determining of the first weight may include determining the first weight to decrease as the velocity difference
value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal decreases.
[0016] The determining of the first weight may include determining the first weight to decrease as the first motion score
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increases.
[0017] The determining of the first weight may include: determining first pixels for which a velocity value of the first
Doppler signal is greater than a threshold value as outliers; determining pixels other than the first pixels from among the
plurality of pixels as second pixels for suppressing the flash artifacts; and determining the first weight corresponding to
each of the second pixels based on the first motion score and the velocity difference value between the first Doppler
signal and the second Doppler signal.
[0018] The determining of the first weight may include determining that the first weight is 1 when the velocity difference
value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal is greater than a threshold value.
[0019] In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus includes: a controller
configured to obtain a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of a plurality of pixels is not
performed and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of the plurality of pixels is performed,
and determine a first motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of the
first Doppler signal; an image processor configured to generate a Doppler image of an object by using at least one of
the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal; and a display for displaying the Doppler image and the first motion
score.
[0020] In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, a computer program product includes a computer-readable
storage medium, wherein the computer-readable storage medium includes instructions, when executed on a computing
device, causing the computing device to: obtain a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of a
plurality of pixels is not performed and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of the
plurality of pixels is performed; determine a first motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using
velocity information of the first Doppler signal; generate a Doppler image of an object by using at least one of the first
Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal; and display the Doppler image along with the first motion score..

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] The above and other aspects, features, and advantages of certain embodiments of the present disclosure will
be more apparent from the following description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus according to an embod-
iment;
FIGS. 2A through 2C are views illustrating ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses according to an embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method of displaying a Doppler image according to an embodiment;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram for explaining a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering is not performed and a second
Doppler signal where clutter filtering is performed;
FIG. 5 is a block diagram for explaining an algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining velocity information of a first Doppler signal and a second Doppler signal;
FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining a motion score according to an embodiment;
FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining a relationship between flash artifacts and a motion score, according to an em-
bodiment;
FIGS. 9A and 9B are tables for determining a weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel, according to an
embodiment;
FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining an operation of determining an outlier based on a velocity value of a first Doppler
signal where clutter filtering is not performed, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 11 is a diagram for explaining an operation of determining an application range of an algorithm for suppressing
flash artifacts when a degree of flash artifact occurrence is weak;
FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining an operation of determining an application range of an algorithm for suppressing
flash artifacts when a degree of flash artifact occurrence is strong;
FIG. 13 is a view for explaining an operation of displaying a Doppler image along with a motion score, according to
an embodiment;
FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a method of displaying a Doppler image based on an input that sets a degree of flash artifact
suppression, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 15 is a table for determining a weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on an input that sets
a degree of flash artifact suppression, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 16 is a view for explaining an operation by which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus provides a degree of flash
artifact occurrence and a degree of flash artifact suppression along with a Doppler image, according to an embod-
iment;
FIG. 17 is a view for explaining a graphical user interface (GUI) for setting a degree of flash artifact suppression,
according to an embodiment;
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FIG. 18 is a view for explaining an operation of receiving an input that sets a degree of flash artifact suppression by
using a trackball, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 19 is a view for explaining a GUI for setting a degree of flash artifact suppression, according to an embodiment;
and
FIG. 20 is a view for explaining a GUI for setting a degree of flash artifact suppression by using a button, according
to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] The principle of the present disclosure is explained and embodiments are disclosed so that the scope of the
present disclosure is clarified and one of ordinary skill in the art to which the present disclosure pertains implements the
present disclosure. The disclosed embodiments may have various forms.
[0023] Throughout the specification, like reference numerals or characters refer to like elements. In the present spec-
ification, all elements of embodiments are not explained, but general matters in the technical field of the present disclosure
or redundant matters between embodiments will not be described. Terms ’part’ and ’portion’ used herein may be imple-
mented using software or hardware, and, according to embodiments, a plurality of ’parts’ or ’portions’ may be implemented
using a single unit or element, or a single ’part’ or ’portion’ may be implemented using a plurality of units or elements.
The operational principle of the present disclosure and embodiments thereof will now be described more fully with
reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0024] In the present specification, an image may include a medical image obtained by a medical imaging apparatus
such as a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) apparatus, a computed tomography (CT) apparatus, an ultrasound imaging
apparatus, or an X-ray apparatus.
[0025] Throughout the specification, the term ’object’ is a thing to be imaged, and may include a human, an animal,
or a part of a human or animal. For example, the object may include a part of a body (i.e., an organ), a phantom, or the like.
[0026] Throughout the specification, the term "ultrasound image" refers to an image of an object processed based on
ultrasound signals transmitted to the object and reflected therefrom.
[0027] Throughout the specification, the term "Doppler image" refers to an image obtained by receiving information
about a velocity or a movement direction of a moving object (e.g., blood flow) by using a change in a frequency of
reflected sound waves due to the Doppler effect and converting the information into an image. Examples of the Doppler
image may include, but are not limited to, an image showing power of blood flow by measuring an intensity of a reflected
ultrasound echo signal and an image showing both power and a direction of blood flow.
[0028] As used herein, the term "and/or" includes any and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items. Expressions such as "at least one of", when preceding a list of elements, modify the entire list of elements and
do not modify the individual elements of the list.
[0029] Embodiments will now be described in detail with reference to the drawings.
[0030] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 according to an
embodiment.
[0031] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 according to an embodiment may include a probe 20, an ultrasound
transceiver 110, a controller 120, an image processor 130, a display 140, a storage 150, a communicator 160, and an
input interface 170.
[0032] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may be a cart-type or portable-type ultrasound diagnosis apparatus.
Examples of the portable-type ultrasound diagnosis apparatus may include, but are not limited to, a smartphone, a laptop
computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), and a tablet personal computer (PC).
[0033] The probe 20 may include a plurality of transducers. The plurality of transducers may transmit ultrasound signals
to an object 10 in response to transmitting signals applied from a transmitter 113. The plurality of transducers may
receive ultrasound signals reflected from the object 10 to generate reception signals. In addition, the probe 20 and the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may be formed in one body, or the probe 20 and the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 may be formed separately but linked wirelessly or via wires. In addition, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100
may include one or more probes 20 according to embodiments.
[0034] The controller 120 may control the transmitter 113 for the transmitter 113 to generate transmitting signals to
be applied to each of the plurality of transducers based on a position and a focal point of the plurality of transducers
included in the probe 20.
[0035] The controller 120 may control an ultrasound receiver 115 to generate ultrasound data by converting reception
signals received from the probe 20 from analogue to digital signals and summing the reception signals converted into
digital form, based on a position and a focal point of the plurality of transducers.
[0036] The controller 120 according to an embodiment may obtain a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corre-
sponding to each of a plurality of pixels is not performed and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding
to each of the plurality of pixels is performed.
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[0037] The controller 120 may determine a first motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using
velocity information of the first Doppler signal. For example, the controller 120 may determine the first motion score by
using a velocity and a velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal having a power greater than a mean power.
[0038] The controller 120 may determine a first weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on the first
motion score and a velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal. For example,
the controller 120 may determine the first weight to decrease as the velocity difference value between the first Doppler
signal and the second Doppler signal decreases. The controller 120 may determine the first weight to decrease as the
first motion score increases. The controller 120 may determine that the first weight is 1, when the velocity difference
value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal is greater than a threshold value.
[0039] According to an embodiment, the controller 120 may receive an input that sets a degree of flash artifact sup-
pression from a user through the input interface 170. The controller 120 may determine a second weight corresponding
to the set degree of flash artifact suppression. The controller 120 may generate a Doppler image of an object by applying
the first weight and the second weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel.
[0040] The controller 120 may determine first pixels for which a velocity value of the first Doppler signal is greater than
a threshold value as outliers. The controller 120 may determine pixels other than the first pixels from among the plurality
of pixels as second pixels for suppressing flash artifacts. The controller 120 may determine the first weight corresponding
to each of the second pixels based on the first motion score and the velocity difference value between the first Doppler
signal and the second Doppler signal. In this case, the threshold value for determining outliers may be determined based
on the first motion score.
[0041] The image processor 130 may generate an ultrasound image by using the ultrasound data generated by the
ultrasound receiver 115.
[0042] According to an embodiment, the image processor 130 may generate the Doppler image by using at least one
of the first Doppler signal where clutter filtering is not performed and the second Doppler signal where clutter filtering is
performed. For example, the image processor 130 may generate a first Doppler image of the object from which flash
artifacts are suppressed by applying the first weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel. The image processor
130 may generate a third Doppler image of the object by further applying a second weight to the second Doppler signal
of each pixel.
[0043] According to an embodiment, the image processor 130 may generate a second Doppler image from which
flash artifacts are not suppressed. For example, the image processor 130 may generate the second Doppler image from
which flash artifacts are not suppressed by using only the first Doppler signal where clutter filtering of each pixel is not
performed. Alternatively, the image processor 130 may generate the second Doppler image from which flash artifacts
are not suppressed by using only the second Doppler signal where clutter filtering of each pixel is performed.
[0044] The display 140 may display the generated ultrasound image and various pieces of information processed by
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may include one or more displays
140 according to embodiments. Also, the display 140 may include a touchscreen in combination with a touch panel.
[0045] The display 140 may display the Doppler image and the first motion score. The display 140 may provide
information indicating a degree of flash artifact suppression. For example, the display 140 may provide the information
indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression by displaying a second motion score indicating a degree of remaining
flash artifacts after the first weight and the second weight are applied, along with the first motion score.
[0046] The controller 120 may control operations of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 and the flow of signals
between internal elements of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100. The controller 120 may include a memory for
storing a program or data for performing functions of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 and a processor for
processing the program or data. Also, the controller 120 may control an operation of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 by receiving a control signal from the input interface 170 or an external apparatus.
[0047] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may include the communicator 160, and may be connected to external
apparatuses (e.g., a server, a medical apparatus, and a table device (e.g., a smartphone, a tablet personal computer
(PC), or a wearable device)) via the communicator 160.
[0048] The communicator 160 may include at least one element capable of communicating with the external appara-
tuses. For example, the communicator 160 may include at least one among a short-range communication module, a
wired communication module, and a wireless communication module.
[0049] The communicator 160 may receive a control signal and data from an external apparatus and transmit the
received control signal to the controller 120 so that the controller 120 may control the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 in response to the received control signal.
[0050] Alternatively, the controller 120 may transmit a control signal to the external apparatus via the communicator
160 so that the external apparatus may be controlled in response to the control signal of the controller 120.
[0051] For example, the external apparatus connected to the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may process the
data of the external apparatus in response to the control signal of the controller 120 received via the communicator 160.
[0052] A program for controlling the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may be installed in the external apparatus.
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The program may include command languages to perform part of an operation of the controller 120 or the entire operation
of the controller 120.
[0053] The program may be pre-installed in the external apparatus or may be installed by a user of the external
apparatus by downloading the program from a server that provides applications. The server that provides the applications
may include a recording medium where the program is stored.
[0054] The storage 150 may store various data or programs for driving and controlling the ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratus 100, input/output ultrasound data, and the obtained ultrasound image.
[0055] The input interface 170 may receive the user’s input for controlling the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100.
Examples of the user’s input may include, but are not limited to, inputs for manipulating buttons, keypads, mice, trackballs,
jog switches, or knobs, inputs for touching a touchpad or a touchscreen, a voice input, a motion input, and a bioinformation
input (e.g., iris recognition or fingerprint recognition).
[0056] Examples of the input interface 170 may include, but are not limited to, a sub-display that is implemented as
a touchscreen in a cart-type ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, a control panel including a hardware button, and a touch-
screen of a portable-type ultrasound diagnosis apparatus.
[0057] An example of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 according to an embodiment will now be described with
reference to FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 2C.
[0058] FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 2C are views illustrating ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses 100a, 100b, and 100c according
to an embodiment.
[0059] Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, each of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses 100a and 100c may include a
main display 121 and a sub-display 122. At least one among the main display 121 and the sub-display 122 may be a
touchscreen. The main display 121 and the sub-display 122 may display ultrasound images and/or various information
processed by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses 100a and 100b. According to an embodiment, the main display 121
may display an ultrasound image and the sub-display 122 may display a control panel for controlling display of the
ultrasound image as a graphical user interface (GUI). The sub-display 122 may receive control data for controlling display
of an image through the control panel displayed as the GUI. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses 100a and 100b may
control the display of the ultrasound image on the main display 121 by using the received control data.
[0060] Referring to FIG. 2B, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100b may further include a control panel 165 in
addition to the main display 121 and the sub-display 122. The control panel 165 may include buttons, trackballs, jog
switches, or knobs, and may receive data for controlling the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100b from a user. For
example, the control panel 165 may include a time gain compensation (TGC) button 171 and a freeze button 172. The
TGC button 171 is to set a TGC value for each depth of an ultrasound image. Also, when an input of the freeze button
172 is detected during scanning an ultrasound image, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100b may keep displaying a
frame image at that time point.
[0061] The buttons, trackballs, jog switches, or knobs included in the control panel 165 may be provided as a GUI on
the main display 121 or the sub-display 122.
[0062] Referring to FIG. 2C, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100c may be a portable-type ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus. Examples of the portable-type ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100c may include, but are not limited to, a
smartphone including a probe and an application, a laptop computer, a PDA, and a tablet PC.
[0063] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100c may include the probe 20 and a main body 40. The probe 20 may
be connected to one side of the main body 40 by wire or wirelessly. The main body 40 may include a touchscreen 145.
The touchscreen 145 may display an ultrasound image, various pieces of information processed by the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100c, and a GUI.
[0064] FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method of displaying a Doppler image according to an embodiment.
[0065] In operation S310, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may obtain a first Doppler signal where clutter
filtering is not performed and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering is performed. According to an embodiment,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may obtain the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal corresponding
to each of a plurality of pixels.
[0066] For example, referring to FIG. 4, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a first Doppler signal
410 where clutter filtering is not performed by applying an auto-correlation function 403 to a reflected ultrasound signal
400. Also, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may perform clutter filtering on the reflected ultrasound signal 400
by using a clutter filter 401, and may generate a second Doppler signal 420 by applying an auto-correlation function 402
to the clutter filtered ultrasound signal.
[0067] Clutter filtering may refer to a process of obtaining a pure blood flow Doppler signal by removing an undesirable
noise signal (e.g., a signal generated due to a strong movement of a probe or a movement of tissue) by filtering a reflected
ultrasound signal. For example, not only a signal reflected from red cells of a blood vessel but also a signal reflected
from muscular tissue such as a blood vessel wall exist in a reflected ultrasound signal, thereby leading to an error in
calculating an actual blood flow velocity. In general, a signal reflected from a stopped matter or a slowly moving matter
such as tissue or muscle is stronger by about 40 db to about 100 db than a signal reflected from red cells in blood. A
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signal reflected from rapidly moving blood cells has a larger Doppler frequency shift than a signal reflected from slowly
moving tissue. Hence, when a low-frequency signal reflected from slowly moving tissue is removed from a reflected
ultrasound signal by using an appropriate high-pass filter, an ultrasound Doppler signal reflected from red cells may be
obtained. As such, a filter used to obtain a desirable ultrasound Doppler image from a distorted ultrasound echo signal
is referred to as a clutter filter.
[0068] According to an embodiment, examples of the clutter filter may include, but are not limited to, a finite impulse
response (FIR) filter, an FIR filter with a linear phase, an FIR filter with a minimum phase, an infinite impulse response
(IIR) filter, a regression filter, and an adaptive filter.
[0069] However, flash artifacts may not be completely suppressed even after clutter filtering is performed on a reflected
ultrasound signal by using a clutter filter. Flash artifacts refer to artifacts with a very low blood flow velocity or a very
high blood flow power in a Doppler image due to a movement of the probe 20 or a movement of human tissue when a
Doppler image is obtained. Hereinafter, flash artifacts may be referred to as a flash for convenience of explanation.
[0070] Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 needs to suppress (404) flash artifacts included in the
second Doppler signal 420 where clutter filtering is performed in order to obtain a high-quality Doppler image. Hereinafter,
for convenience of explanation, the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering is not performed may be referred to
as a clutter signal, and the second Doppler signal 420 where clutter filtering is performed may be referred to as a Doppler
signal.
[0071] Referring back to FIG. 3, in operation S320, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first
motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of the first Doppler signal 410.
The velocity information may include, but is not limited to, a mean velocity of the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter
filtering is not performed and a velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal 410.
[0072] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may estimate the first motion score by
using the mean velocity of the first Doppler signal 410 and the velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal 410.
According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first motion score by using
velocity distribution information (e.g., the mean velocity and the velocity standard deviation) of the first Doppler signal
410 having a power greater than a mean power.
[0073] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first motion score by using Equation 1.

where ’ mvelC ’ refers to the mean velocity of the first Doppler signal |Cluttervelocity|[Clutterpower,dB > mClutterpower,dB] having
the power greater than the mean power, and ’ σvelC ’ refers to the velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal
|Cluttervelocity|[Clutterpower,dB > mClutterpower,dB

] having the power greater than the mean power. C1 and C2 that are constant
values may be defined in any of various ways. For example, when the constant value C1 is ’1’ and the constant value
C2 is ’2’, the first motion score may be calculated as ’mvelC + 2σvelC’.
[0074] The first motion score may be calculated by applying a log to Equation 1 or adding a constant value C3 to
Equation 1. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first motion score by using Equation
2.

[0075] Since the first motion score indicates the degree of flash artifact occurrence, the first motion score may increase
as the degree of flash artifact occurrence increases. For convenience of explanation, a case where the degree of flash
artifact occurrence is less than a first threshold value is defined as a weak flash, a case where the degree of flash artifact
occurrence is between the first threshold value and a second threshold value is defined as a medium flash, and a case
where the degree of flash artifact occurrence is greater than the second threshold value is defined as a strong flash.
The first motion score will be described below in detail with reference to FIG. 7.
[0076] In operation S330, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a Doppler image of an object by
using at least one of the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420.
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[0077] Examples of the Doppler image may include, but are not limited to, a color Doppler image that represents a
velocity of a moving object in a color by using the Doppler effect, a spectral Doppler image that represents an image of
a moving object in a spectrum by using the Doppler effect, and a power Doppler image that represents the number of
structures (e.g., red cells in blood) or an intensity of a Doppler signal in a color.
[0078] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a first Doppler image from
which flash artifacts are suppressed by using the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420. For example,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel, and
may generate the first Doppler image from which flash artifacts are suppressed by applying the first weight to the second
Doppler signal 420 of each pixel. An operation by which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 generates the first
Doppler image from which flash artifacts are suppressed will now be described in detail.
[0079] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight for sup-
pressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on the first motion score and a velocity difference value between the first
Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420. The first weight may be a value between, but not limited to, 0 and 1.
[0080] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the velocity difference
value between the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering of each pixel is not performed and the second Doppler
signal 420 where clutter filtering is performed. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight
of each pixel to decrease as the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler
signal 420 decreases. For example, when the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the
second Doppler signal 420 of a first pixel is ’0.1’ and the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410
and the second Doppler signal 420 of a second pixel is ’0.8’, the first weight of the first pixel may be determined to be
less than the first weight of the second pixel. A pixel for which the velocity difference value between the first Doppler
signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420 is small is likely to have flash artifacts. Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 may cause the pixel to be hardly displayed on the Doppler image by applying a small weight to the pixel
for which the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420 is small.
[0081] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight by using
the first motion score instead of the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler
signal 420. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight to decrease as the first
motion score increases, and may determine the first weight to increase as the first motion score decreases. When the
first motion score increases, it means that the degree of flash artifact occurrence increases. Accordingly, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a smaller weight for a corresponding pixel to suppress strong flash artifacts.
[0082] According to an embodiment, when the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the
second Doppler signal 420 is greater than a threshold value, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine
that the first weight is 1. For example, when the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the
second Doppler signal 420 is greater than the threshold value, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine
a corresponding pixel as a blood flow pixel irrespective of the first motion score, and may determine that the first weight
of the corresponding pixel is ’1’.
[0083] The velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420 may be
expressed by using a clutter to Doppler velocity difference (CDD) for convenience of explanation.
[0084] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine first pixels for which a
velocity value of the first Doppler signal 410 is greater than a threshold value as outliers, and may determine pixels other
than the first pixels from among the plurality of pixels as second pixels for suppressing flash artifacts. The ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight corresponding to each of the second pixels based on the first
motion score and the velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420.
For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first pixels for which the velocity value of the
first Doppler signal 410 is greater than the threshold value as outliers, and may not apply an algorithm for suppressing
flash artifacts to the outliers, in order to prevent a blood flow pixel having a low CDD from being removed. An operation
by which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 determines outliers will be described below in detail with reference to
FIG. 10.
[0085] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a first Doppler image of
the object by applying the first weight to the second Doppler signal 420 of each pixel. Since the first weight may be
determined to be close to ’1’ for a blood flow component (referred to as blood for convenience of explanation) and may
be determined to be close to ’0’ for a component including flash artifacts (referred to as a clutter for convenience of
explanation), a high-quality blood flow Doppler image may be generated when the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100
applies the first weight to the second Doppler signal 420 of each pixel.
[0086] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a second Doppler image
from which flash artifacts are not suppressed. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate the
second Doppler image from which flash artifacts are not suppressed by using only the first Doppler signal 410 where
clutter filtering of each pixel is not performed. Alternatively, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate the
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second Doppler image from which flash artifacts are not suppressed by using only the second Doppler signal 420 where
clutter filtering of each pixel is performed.
[0087] In operation S340, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the Doppler image.
[0088] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first Doppler image from
which flash artifacts are suppressed along with the first motion score. According to another embodiment, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the second Doppler image from which flash artifacts are not suppressed along
with the first motion score. The first motion score may be displayed in any of various forms. According to an embodiment,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score as a value or in the form of a graph. For
example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may represent the first motion score in the form of a bar or a circular
shape. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score in a specific color.
[0089] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score over
the Doppler image. Alternatively, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score so that the
first motion score does not overlap the Doppler image.
[0090] According to an embodiment, some of operations S310 through S340 may be omitted or an order of some
operations may be changed. For example, operation S330 may be performed earlier than operation S320.
[0091] Since the first motion score indicates the degree of flash artifact occurrence, when the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 displays the Doppler image along with flash artifacts, a user may intuitively know the degree of flash
artifact occurrence when obtaining the Doppler image. The algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts will now be described
with reference to FIG. 5.
[0092] FIG. 5 is a block diagram for explaining an algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts according to an embodiment.
[0093] Referring to FIG. 5, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may obtain velocity information from each of the
first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering is not performed and the second Doppler signal 420 where clutter filtering
is performed [510]. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may estimate a first velocity from the first
Doppler signal 410, and may estimate a second velocity from the second Doppler signal 420. The ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 may determine a velocity difference value (e.g., CDD) between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second
Doppler signal 420 by using the first velocity and the second velocity [520]. For example, a CDD will now be described
with reference to FIG. 6.
[0094] In FIG. 6, a velocity of the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering is not performed may be referred to as
a ’clutter velocity’, and a velocity of the second Doppler signal 420 where clutter filtering is performed may be referred
to as a ’Doppler velocity’. According to an embodiment, as shown in Equation 3, a CDD may be calculated as an absolute
value of a difference between the velocity cluttervelocity of the first Doppler signal 410 and the velocity Dopplervelocity of
the second Doppler signal 420.

[0095] Referring to FIG. 6, the CDD may decrease toward a diagonal area and may increase away from the diagonal
area. For example, the CDD of a clutter component (a component other than blood flow) 601 gathered in a diagonal
area 600 that is a lower left area may be small. In contrast, the CDD of a blood flow component 602 gathered in an area
620 that is a lower right area may be large. Accordingly, when the CDD of a first pixel is small, the first pixel is likely to
be the clutter component 601, and thus the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first weight of the first
pixel to be high. When the CDD of a second pixel is large, the second pixel is likely to be the blood flow component 602,
and thus, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight of the second pixel to be low.
[0096] Referring back to FIG. 5, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first motion score indicating
a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of the first Doppler signal 410 [530]. According to an
embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first motion score by using velocity distribution
information (e.g., a mean velocity and a velocity standard deviation) of the first Doppler signal 410 having a power greater
than a mean power.
[0097] For example, referring to FIG. 7, the first motion score may be determined by using Equation 4. In FIG. 7, since
the velocity cluttervelocity of the first Doppler signal 410 is normalized to have a value ranging from 1 to 128, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first motion score by dividing a sum of a mean velocity mvslC and a velocity
standard deviation 2σvslC by 128 as follows.

[0098] For example, a mean value of a clutter power of the first Doppler signal 410 is ’55’, a mean velocity of a clutter
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component 701 and a blood flow component 702 included in an area 700 having a power greater than 55 is ’6’, and a
standard deviation is ’3’, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that the first motion score is ’0.09(=(6
+ 3*2) / 128)’. In this case, since the first motion score (0.09) is less than a threshold value (e.g., 0.1), the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that the degree of flash artifact occurrence is weak.
[0099] In contrast, although not shown in FIG. 7, when a mean value of a clutter power of the first Doppler signal 410
is ’60’, a mean velocity of components having a power greater than 60 is ’50’, and a standard deviation is ’25’, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that the first motion score is ’0.78(=(50 + 25*2) / 128)’. In this case,
the first motion score (0.78) is greater than a threshold value (e.g., 0.5), the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may
determine that the degree of flash artifact occurrence is strong. A relationship between flash artifacts and a motion score
will now be described in more detail with reference to FIG. 8.
[0100] FIG. 8 will be described on the assumption that a first motion score is determined by using Equation 5.

[0101] Referring to 800-1 of FIG. 8, a first motion score 811 corresponding to a 17th frame 810 may be ’0.94’. Referring
to 800-2 of FIG. 8, a first motion score 821 corresponding to an 11th frame 820 may be ’2.36’. Referring to 800-3 of FIG.
8, a first motion score 831 corresponding to a 38th frame 830 may be ’4.35’.
[0102] A degree of flash artifact occurrence of the 11th frame 822 may be greater than that of the 17th frame 810, and
a degree of flash artifact occurrence of the 38th frame 830 may be greater than that of the 11th frame 820. Accordingly,
referring to FIG. 8, it is found that as a first motion score increases as a degree of flash artifact occurrence increases.
[0103] Referring back to FIG. 5, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first weight for suppressing
flash artifacts of each pixel by using a CDD described with reference to FIG. 6 and a first motion score described with
reference to FIG. 7. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a Doppler image 500 from which flash
artifacts are suppressed by suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel by applying the first weight to each pixel. For example,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first weight by referring to tables of FIGS. 9A and 9B.
[0104] FIGS. 9A and 9B are tables for determining a weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel according to
an embodiment.
[0105] Referring to FIG. 9A, a degree of flash artifact occurrence (flash degree) 910 may be divided into, but is not
limited to, a weak flash 911, a medium flash 912, and a strong flash 913. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 may identify the flash degree 910 as the weak flash 911 when a first motion score 920 is less than 1, may identify
the flash degree 910 as the medium flash 912 when the first motion score 920 is a value between 1 and 3, and may
identify the flash degree 910 as the strong flash 913 when the first motion score 920 is greater than 3.
[0106] Referring to FIG. 9A, a velocity difference value (e.g., a CDD) between the first Doppler signal 410 and the
second Doppler signal 420 may be divided into, but is not limited to, a low CDD 931, a middle CDD 932, and a high
CDD 933. For example, the low CDD 931 may correspond to a case where the CDD is less than 0.1, the middle CDD
932 may correspond to a case where the CDD is between 0.1 and 0.6, and the high CDD 933 may correspond to a case
where the CDD is greater than 0.6.
[0107] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first weight 930 based
on the first motion score 920 and the CDD.
[0108] For example, when the first motion score 920 is 0.94, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may identify the
flash degree 910 as the weak flash 911. In this case, the first weight 930 of a first pixel having the low CDD 931 where
the CDD is 0.01 may be determined to be ’0.013’, the first weight 930 of a second pixel having the middle CDD 932
where the CDD is 0.5 may be determined to be ’0.521’, and the first weight 930 of a third pixel having the high CDD 933
where the CDD is 0.8 may be determined to be ’0.810’.
[0109] Also, when the first motion score 920 is 2.36, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may identify the flash
degree 910 as the medium flash 912. In this case, the first weight 930 of the first pixel having the low CDD 931 where
the CDD is 0.01 may be determined to be ’1.9e-05(= 0.0000095), the first weight 930 of the second pixel having the
middle CDD 932 where the CDD is 0.5 may be determined to be ’0.194’, and the first weight 930 of the third pixel having
the high CDD 933 where the CDD is 0.8 may be determined to be ’0.590’.
[0110] When the first motion score 920 is 4.35, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may identify the flash degree
910 as the strong flash 913. In this case, the first weight 930 of the first pixel having the low CDD 931 where the CDD
is 0.01 may be determined to be ’2.0e-09(= 0.000000018)’, the first weight 930 of the second pixel having the middle
CDD 932 where the CDD is 0.5 may be determined to be ’0.049’, and the first weight 930 of the third pixel having the
high CDD 933 where the CDD is 0.8 may be determined to be ’0.590’.
[0111] Accordingly, according to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the first
weight so that the first weight of a pixel having the same CDD decreases as the first motion score increases.
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[0112] Referring to FIG. 9B, when the velocity difference value CDD between the first Doppler signal 410 and the
second Doppler signal 420 is greater than a threshold value (e.g., 0.7), the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may
determine that the first weight 930 is ’1’ irrespective of the first motion score 920. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 may identify the third pixel having the CDD of 0.8 as a blood flow component, and may determine that
the first weight 930 of the third pixel is ’1’ even when the first motion score 920 is 0.94, may determine that the first
weight 930 of the third pixel is ’1’ even when the first motion score 920 is 2.36, and may determine that the first weight
930 of the third pixel is ’1’ even when the first motion score 920 is 4.35.
[0113] Tables for determining the first weight 930 of FIGS. 9A and 9B are just examples, and thus the present disclosure
is not limited thereto.
[0114] FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining an operation of determining an outlier based on a velocity value of a first
Doppler signal where clutter filtering is not performed according to an embodiment.
[0115] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine first pixels for which a
velocity value of the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering is not performed is greater than a threshold value
(hereinafter, referred to as a ’threshold value for determining an outlier’ or a ’threshold value for determining an application
range of an algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts’) as outliers [1010]. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may
generate a Doppler image 1000 by applying the algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts to pixels other than the first
pixels determined as outliers from among a plurality of pixels. The outliers may include blood flow components having
a low CDD.
[0116] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the threshold value for
determining an outlier based on a first motion score. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine
the threshold value by using Equation 6.

[0117] Accordingly, according to an embodiment, the threshold value for determining an outlier may increase as the
first motion score increases. An outlier will now be described in more detail with reference to FIGS. 11 and 12.
[0118] FIG. 11 is a diagram for explaining an operation of determining an application range of an algorithm for sup-
pressing flash artifacts when a degree of flash artifact occurrence is weak.
[0119] Referring to 1100-1 of FIG. 11, when a flash is a weak flash, many blood flow components 1102 having a low
CDD may exist in a diagonal area 1110. When a CDD is low, a first weight may be determined to be low. Accordingly,
when an algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts is applied even to the blood flow components 1102 included in the
diagonal area 1110, not only clutter components 1101 having a low CDD but also the blood flow components 1102
having a low CDD may not be shown in a Doppler image.
[0120] Referring to 1100-2 of FIG. 11, in order to prevent pixels of the blood flow components 1102 having a low CDD
from being lost, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine pixels of components having a velocity value
greater than a threshold value 1111 may be determined as outliers 1100. In this case, the threshold value 1111 may be
a first motion score, for example, 0.08. Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may classify pixels for which
a velocity value of the first Doppler signal 410 is greater than 0.08 as the outliers 1100, and may apply a weight only to
pixels for which a velocity value of the first Doppler signal 410 is equal to or less than 0.08.
[0121] FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining an operation of determining an application range of an algorithm for sup-
pressing flash artifacts when a degree of flash artifact occurrence is strong.
[0122] Referring to 1200-1 of FIG. 12, when a flash is a strong flash, much more clutter components 1201 having a
low CDD than blood flow components 1202 having a low CDD are included in a diagonal area 1210. Accordingly, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may extend an application range of an algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts by
increasing a threshold value for determining an outlier.
[0123] For example, referring to 1200-2 of FIG. 12, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine the threshold
value for determining an outlier (i.e., a threshold value for determining the application range of the algorithm for sup-
pressing flash artifacts) as a first motion score, and the first motion score may be ’1’. Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 may apply the algorithm for suppressing flash artifacts to pixels (i.e., all pixels) for which a velocity value
of the first Doppler signal 410 is equal to or less than 1.
[0124] According to an embodiment, when a flash is a strong flash, since the effect of flash artifacts is so great that,
even when some of the blood flow components 1202 having a low CDD are lost, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 may obtain a high-quality Doppler image by extending the application range of the algorithm for suppressing flash
artifacts.
[0125] FIG. 13 is a view for explaining an operation of displaying a Doppler image along with a motion score according
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to an embodiment.
[0126] Referring to 1300-1 of FIG. 13, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display a first Doppler image 1310
from which flash artifacts are suppressed along with a first motion score 1311 corresponding to the first Doppler image
1310. For example, when the first motion score 1311 is 0.08, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display a
height corresponding to the first motion score 1311 on a vertical bar 1300 along with the first Doppler image 1310. A
user may check an initial degree of flash artifact occurrence before flash artifacts are suppressed through the vertical
bar 1300. For example, the user may determine that a degree of flash artifact occurrence is weak since the first motion
score 1311 is ’0.08’.
[0127] Referring to 1300-2 of FIG. 13, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display a second Doppler image
1320 from which flash artifacts are suppressed along with a first motion score 1321 corresponding to the second Doppler
image 1320. For example, when the first motion score 1321 is 0.8, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display
a height corresponding to the first motion score 1321 on the vertical bar 1300 along with the second Doppler image
1320. In this case, the user may check the initial degree of flash artifact occurrence before flash artifacts are suppressed
through the vertical bar 1300. For example, the user may determine that the degree of flash artifact occurrence is strong
because the first motion score is ’0.8’.
[0128] Although the first motion scores 1311 and 1321 are displayed on the vertical bar 1300 in FIG. 13, the present
disclosure is not limited thereto. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score in any of
various ways.
[0129] FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a method of displaying a Doppler image based on an input that sets a degree of flash
artifact suppression according to an embodiment.
[0130] In operation S1410, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may obtain the first Doppler signal 410 where
clutter filtering is not performed and the second Doppler signal 420 where clutter filtering is performed. According to an
embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may obtain the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler
signal 420 corresponding to each of a plurality of pixels.
[0131] In operation S1420, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first motion score indicating a
degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of the first Doppler signal 410. The velocity information
may include, but is not limited to, a mean velocity of the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering is not performed
and a velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal 410 where clutter filtering is not performed.
[0132] Operations S1410 through S1420 respectively correspond to operations S310 through S320 of FIG. 3, and
thus a repeated explanation thereof will not be given.
[0133] In operation S1430, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first weight for suppressing flash
artifacts of each pixel based on the first motion score and a velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal
410 and the second Doppler signal 420. According to an embodiment, the first weight may be a value between, but not
limited to, 0 and 1. An operation by which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 determines the first weight has been
described in detail in operation S330 of FIG. 3, and thus a repeated explanation thereof will not be given.
[0134] In operation S1440, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine whether an input that sets a degree
of flash artifact suppression is received from a user. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may detect
an input event that sets the degree of flash artifact suppression.
[0135] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may receive the input that sets the degree
of flash artifact suppression in any of various ways. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may receive
the input that sets the degree of flash artifact suppression through a GUI displayed on a touchscreen, or may receive
the input that sets the degree of flash artifact suppression through a hardware button located on a control panel.
[0136] According to an embodiment, the degree of flash artifact suppression may be a value between, but not limited
to, 0% and 100%. For example, when the user wants to suppress flash artifacts in a Doppler image as much as possible,
the user may input the degree of flash artifact suppression as 100%. In contrast, when the user wants to check a Doppler
image where no blood flow component pixels are lost, the user may input the degree of flash artifact suppression as
0%. Also, the user may obtain a desirable Doppler image by appropriately setting the degree of flash artifact suppression.
[0137] When the user wants to compare a plurality of Doppler images with different degree of flash artifact suppressions,
the user may set the degree of flash artifact suppression in any of various ways. For example, the user may firstly input
the degree of flash artifact suppression as 30%, may secondly input the degree of flash artifact suppression as 50%,
and may thirdly input the degree of flash artifact suppression as 70%. In this case, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 may simultaneously display a first Doppler image from which flash artifacts are suppressed by 30%, a second
Doppler image from which flash artifacts are suppressed by 50%, and a third Doppler image from which flash artifacts
are suppressed by 70%.
[0138] In operation S1450, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a second weight corresponding
to the degree of flash artifact suppression set by the user. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may
determine the second weight to decrease as the suppress degree set by the user increases, and may determine the
second weight to increase as the degree of flash artifact suppression set by the user decreases. According to an
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embodiment, the second weight may be a value between, but not limited to, 0 and 1.
[0139] In operation S1460, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate a Doppler image of an object by
applying the first weight and the second weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel. For example, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a final weight by multiplying the first weight by the second weight, and may
apply the determined final weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel. Accordingly, the final weight may decrease
as the degree of flash artifact suppression set by the user increases, and may increase as the degree of flash artifact
suppression set by the user decreases. The final weight will now be described in more detail with reference to a table
of FIG. 15.
[0140] FIG. 15 is a table for determining a weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on an input that
sets a degree of flash artifact suppression according to an embodiment.
[0141] Referring to FIG. 15, a degree of flash artifact occurrence (flash degree) 1510 may be divided into, but is not
limited to, a weak flash 1511, a medium flash 1512, and a strong flash 1513. Also, a velocity difference value (e.g., a
CDD) between the first Doppler signal 410 and the second Doppler signal 420 may be divided into, but is not limited to,
a low CDD 1531, a middle CDD 1532, and a high CDD 1533.
[0142] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a first weight 1530 based
on a first motion score 1520 and the CDD. For example, when the first motion score 1520 is 0.94, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 may identify the flash degree 1510 as the weak flash 1511. In this case, the first weight 1530 of a first
pixel having the low CDD 1531 where the CDD is 0.01 may be determined to be ’0.013’, the first weight 1530 of a second
pixel having the middle CDD 1532 where the CDD is 0.5 may be determined to be ’0.521’, and the first weight 1530 of
a third pixel having the high CDD 1533 where the CDD is 0.8 may be determined to be ’0.810’.
[0143] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a second weight 1540 by using, but not limited to,
Equation 7.

[0144] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that the second weight 1540 is 1 when
the degree of flash artifact suppression input from the user is 100% (1541), and may determine that the second weight
1540 is ’2(=1/0.5)’ when the degree of flash artifact suppression input from the user is 50% (1542).
[0145] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine a final weight by multi-
plying the first weight 1530 by the second weight 1540. According to an embodiment, when a value obtained by multiplying
the first weight 1530 by the second weight 1540 exceeds 1, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that
the final weight is ’1’.
[0146] For example, when the first motion score 1520 is 0.94 and the degree of flash artifact suppression input from
the user is 50% (1542), the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that the final weight of the first pixel
having the low CDD 1531 where the CDD is 0.01 is ’0.026(=0.013*2)’, the final weight of the second pixel having the
middle CDD 1532 where the CDD is 0.5 is ’1’, and the final weight of the third pixel having the high CDD 1533 where
the CDD is 0.8 is ’1’. Since a value obtained by multiplying the first weight (0.521) by the second weight (2) of the second
pixel is ’1.042(=0.521*2)’ exceeding 1, the final weight of the second pixel may be determined to be 1. Since a value
obtained by multiplying the first weight (0.810) by the second weight (2) of the third pixel is also greater than 1, the weight
of the third pixel may also be determined to be 1.
[0147] Referring back to FIG. 14, in operation S1470, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may provide information
indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may provide
the information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression by displaying the Doppler image along with the first
motion score and a second motion score. The second motion score may indicate a degree of remaining flash artifacts
after the first weight and the second weight are applied. Accordingly, a difference between the first motion score and
the second motion score may correspond to the degree of flash artifact suppression.
[0148] For example, referring to FIG. 16, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score
and the second motion score along with the Doppler image according to the degree of flash artifact suppression set by
the user. FIG. 16 will be described on the assumption that the first motion score indicating the degree of flash artifact
occurrence is 0.065.
[0149] Referring to 1600-1 of FIG. 16, the user may set the degree of flash artifact suppression to 23% that is low. In
this case, the second motion score indicating the degree of remaining flash artifacts may be 0.05. The ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score (0.065) and the second motion score (0.05) along with a first
Doppler image 1610 from which flash artifacts are suppressed by 23% on a vertical bar 1611. In this case, a difference
(0.015) between the first motion score (0.065) and the second motion score (0.05) may correspond to the degree of
flash artifact suppression. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display a difference area 1612 between the first
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motion score and the second motion score in a specific color (e.g., red) on the vertical bar 1611. In this case, the user
may intuitively know that the degree of flash artifact suppression is low by rapidly checking the difference area 1612 on
the vertical bar 1611.
[0150] Referring to 1600-2 of FIG. 16, the user may set the degree of flash artifact suppression to 70% that is high.
In this case, the second motion score indicating the degree of remaining flash artifacts may be 0.02. The ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the first motion score (0.065) and the second motion score (0.02) along with a
second Doppler image 1620 from which flash artifacts are suppressed by 70% on a vertical bar 1621. In this case, a
difference (0.045) between the first motion score (0.065) and the second motion score (0.02) may correspond to the
degree of flash artifact suppression. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display a difference area 1622 between
the first motion score and the second motion score in a specific color (e.g., red) on the vertical bar 1621. In this case,
the user may intuitively know that the degree of flash artifact suppression is high by rapidly checking the difference area
1622 on the vertical bar 1621.
[0151] Referring back to FIG. 14, when it is determined in operation S1440 that the input that sets the degree of flash
artifact suppression is not received from the user, the method proceeds to operation S1480. In operation S1480, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate the Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight to the
second Doppler signal of each pixel.
[0152] For example, when the input that sets the degree of flash artifact suppression is not received from the user,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may determine that the degree of flash artifact suppression is 100% and the
second weight is ’1’. In this case, since the final weight obtained by multiplying the first weight by the second weight is
the same as the first weight, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate the Doppler image by applying the
first weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel.
[0153] Also, according to an embodiment, when the input that sets the degree of flash artifact suppression is not
received from the user, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may generate the Doppler image of the object by applying
only the first weight to the second Doppler signal of each pixel, without applying the second weight to the second Doppler
signal of each pixel.
[0154] In operation S1490, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the Doppler image along with the first
motion score. In this case, the first motion score may indicate the degree of flash artifact suppression as well as the
degree of flash artifact occurrence. Operation S1490 corresponds to operation S340 of FIG. 3, and thus a detailed
explanation thereof will not be given.
[0155] An input that sets a degree of flash artifact suppression will now be described in detail with reference to FIGS.
17 through 20.
[0156] FIG. 17 is a view for explaining a GUI for setting a degree of flash artifact suppression according to an embod-
iment.
[0157] Referring to 1700-1 of FIG. 17, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display an adjustment button 1700
on a vertical bar 1711 indicating a first motion score (0.62) and a second score (0.43). In this case, the adjustment button
1700 may be displayed next to the second motion score (0.43). A user may check that a degree of flash artifact occurrence
corresponding to a first Doppler image 1710 is high by using the first motion score (0.62). Also, the user may check that
a degree of flash artifact suppression is ’about 30%’ by using a length (0.19) between the first motion score (0.62) and
the second motion score (0.43). The user may change the degree of flash artifact suppression by vertically adjusting a
position of the adjustment button 1700.
[0158] Referring to 1700-2 of FIG. 17, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may receive a user input that drags
the adjustment button 1700 downward while touching the adjustment button 1700. In this case, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 100 may increase the degree of flash artifact suppression in response to the user input. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may increase the degree of flash artifact suppression from 30% to 61%. When the
degree of flash artifact suppression is increased from 30% to 61%, the second motion score indicating a degree of
remaining flash artifacts may be reduced from 0.43 to 0.24.
[0159] Once the degree of flash artifact suppression is increased, a second Doppler image 1720 may be displayed
more clearly than the first Doppler image 1710. Also, a length between the first motion score (0.62) and the second
motion score (0.24) of a vertical bar 1721 corresponding to the second Doppler image 1720 may be increased to ’0.38’.
Accordingly, the user may easily adjust the degree of flash artifact suppression by changing the length between the first
motion score and the second motion score.
[0160] FIG. 18 is a view for explaining an operation of receiving an input that sets a degree of flash artifact suppression
by using a trackball according to an embodiment.
[0161] According to an embodiment, a user may adjust a trackball 1800 included in a control panel 165 while watching
a vertical bar and a Doppler image displayed on a sub-display 122. For example, the user may turn the trackball 1800
rightward in order to increase a degree of flash artifact suppression. In this case, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
100 may increase a length (or an area) between a first motion score and a second motion score displayed on the vertical
bar, and may display the Doppler image from which flash artifacts are more suppressed.
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[0162] In contrast, the user may turn the trackball 1800 leftward in order to reduce the degree of flash artifact sup-
pression. In this case, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may reduce the length (or the area) between the first
motion score and the second motion score displayed on the vertical bar, and may display the Doppler image from which
flash artifacts are less suppressed.
[0163] FIG. 19 is a view for explaining a GUI for setting a degree of flash artifact suppression according to an embod-
iment.
[0164] Referring to FIG. 19, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may provide a GUI for setting a degree of flash
artifact suppression in the form of a horizontal bar 1900. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may
display a first motion score 1910 indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence on the horizontal bar 1900. Also, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display an adjustment button 1920 for adjusting the degree of flash artifact
suppression on the horizontal bar 1900. In this case, a position of the adjustment button 1920 may correspond to a
second motion score indicating a degree of remaining flash artifacts. A user may easily adjust the degree of flash artifact
suppression by horizontally changing the position of the adjustment button 1920.
[0165] FIG. 20 is a view illustrating a GUI for setting a degree of flash artifact suppression by using a button according
to an embodiment. FIG. 20 will be described on the assumption that a first motion score indicating a degree of flash
artifact occurrence is 0.62.
[0166] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may provide a GUI 2000 including buttons
for simply selecting a degree of flash artifact suppression. For example, the GUI 2000 may include, but is not limited to,
a low button 2001, a medium button 2002, and a high button 2003.
[0167] Referring to 2000-1 of FIG. 20, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may receive an input that selects the
low button 2001. In this case, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may set the degree of flash artifact suppression
to 25% that is low, and may display a first Doppler image 2110 from which flash artifacts are suppressed by 25%. Also,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the degree of flash artifact suppression (25%) next to the first
Doppler image 2110. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display an area between a first motion
score (0.62) and a second motion score (0.43) in a specific color on a vertical bar 2111. A width of the area displayed
in the specific color may correspond to the degree of flash artifact suppression (25%).
[0168] Referring to 2000-2 of FIG. 20, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may receive an input that selects the
high button 2003. In this case, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may set the degree of flash artifact suppression
to 70% that is high, and may display a second Doppler image 2120 from which flash artifacts are suppressed by 70%.
Also, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display the degree of flash artifact suppression (70%) next to the
second Doppler image 2120. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display an area between the
first motion score (0.62) and the second motion score (0.2) in a specific color on a vertical bar 2121. A width of the area
displayed in the specific color may correspond to the degree of flash artifact suppression (70%).
[0169] Although the degree of flash artifact suppression is displayed in a specific color on the vertical bards 2111 and
2121 in FIG. 20, the present disclosure is not limited thereto. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may
display the degree of flash artifact suppression as text. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 100 may display
the degree of flash artifact suppression as text saying ’suppression degree: 20%’.
[0170] The method according to an embodiment may be implemented as computer instructions which may be executed
by various computer means, and recorded on a computer-readable recording medium. The computer-readable recording
medium may include program commands, data files, data structures, or a combination thereof. The program commands
recorded on the computer-readable recording medium may be specially designed and constructed for the present dis-
closure or may be known to and usable by one of ordinary skill in the field of computer software. Examples of the
computer-readable recording medium include storage media such as magnetic media (e.g., hard discs, floppy discs, or
magnetic tapes), optical media (e.g., compact disc-read-only memories (CD-ROMs) or digital versatile discs (DVDs)),
magneto-optical media (e.g., floptical discs), and hardware devices that are specially configured to store and carry out
program commands (e.g., ROMs, random-access memories (RAMs), or flash memories). Examples of the program
commands include a high-level language code that may be executed by a computer using an interpreter as well as a
machine language code made by a compiler.
[0171] While one or more embodiments have been described with reference to the figures, it will be understood by
one of ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the disclosure as defined by the following claims.

Claims

1. A method of displaying a Doppler image, the method comprising:

obtaining a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of a plurality of pixels is not performed
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and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of the plurality of pixels is performed;
determining a first motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of
the first Doppler signal;
determining a first weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on the first motion score and a
velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal;
generating a first Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight to the second Doppler signal of each
pixel; and
displaying the first Doppler image of the object.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the first Doppler image comprises displaying the first Doppler
image along with the first motion score.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the velocity information of the first Doppler signal comprises a mean velocity
of the first Doppler signal and a velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal.

4. The method of any of the previous claims 1-3, wherein the determining of the first motion score comprises determining
the first motion score by using velocity distribution information of the first Doppler signal having a power greater
than a mean power.

5. The method of any of the previous claims 1-4, wherein the generating of the Doppler image of the object comprises:

receiving an input that sets a degree of flash artifact suppression from a user;
determining a second weight corresponding to the set degree of flash artifact suppression;
generating a second Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight and the second weight to the
second Doppler signal of each pixel; and
providing information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the providing of the information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression
comprises displaying, along with the first motion score, a second motion score indicating a degree of remaining
flash artifacts after the first weight and the second weight are applied.

7. The method of any of the previous claims 1-6,, wherein the determining of the first weight comprises determining
the first weight to decrease as the first motion score increases.

8. The method of any of the previous claims 1-6, wherein the determining of the first weight comprises:

determining first pixels, for which a velocity value of the first Doppler signal is greater than a threshold value,
as outliers;
determining pixels other than the first pixels from among the plurality of pixels as second pixels for suppressing
the flash artifacts; and
determining the first weight corresponding to each of the second pixels, based on the first motion score and the
velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal.

9. An ultrasound diagnosis apparatus comprising:

a controller configured to:

obtain a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of a plurality of pixels is not
performed and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of the plurality of pixels
is performed,
determine a first motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information
of the first Doppler signal, and
determine a first weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on the first motion score and a
velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal;

an image processor configured to generate a first Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight to
the second Doppler signal of each pixel; and
a display for displaying the first Doppler image of the object.
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10. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 9, wherein the controller is further configured to:
display the first Doppler image along with the first motion score on the display.

11. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 9 or 10, wherein the controller is further configured to determine the
first motion score by using a mean velocity and a velocity standard deviation of the first Doppler signal having a
power greater than a mean power.

12. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of any of the previous claims 9-11,, wherein the controller is further configured to:

receive an input that sets a degree of flash artifact suppression from a user through an input interface,
determine a second weight corresponding to the set degree of flash artifact suppression,
generate a second Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight and the second weight to the second
Doppler signal of each pixel, and
control the display to provide information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression.

13. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 12, wherein the controller is further configured to control the display
to provide the information indicating the degree of flash artifact suppression by displaying, along with the first motion
score, a second motion score indicating a degree of remaining flash artifacts after the first weight and the second
weight are applied.

14. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 9, wherein the controller is further configured to:

determine first pixels, for which a velocity value of the first Doppler signal is greater than a threshold value, as
outliers,
determine pixels other than the first pixels from among the plurality of pixels as second pixels for suppressing
the flash artifacts, and
determine the first weight corresponding to each of the second pixels, based on the first motion score and the
velocity difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal,
wherein the threshold value is determined based on the first motion score.

15. A computer program product comprising a computer-readable storage medium,
wherein the computer-readable storage medium comprises instructions, when executed on a computing device,
causing the computing device to:

obtain a first Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of a plurality of pixels is not performed
and a second Doppler signal where clutter filtering corresponding to each of the plurality of pixels is performed;
determine a first motion score indicating a degree of flash artifact occurrence by using velocity information of
the first Doppler signal;
determine a first weight for suppressing flash artifacts of each pixel based on the first motion score and a velocity
difference value between the first Doppler signal and the second Doppler signal; and
generate a first Doppler image of the object by applying the first weight to the second Doppler signal of each
pixel, and
display the first Doppler image of the object.
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