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(54) Method and ultrasound apparatus for displaying location information of bursa

(57) Provided is a method of displaying location in-
formation of a bursa, which includes: obtaining shoulder
ultrasound image data; detecting a fat layer located be-
tween a deltoid muscle and a tendon, based on informa-
tion about an intensity of an echo signal contained in the

shoulder ultrasound image data; detecting the bursa lo-
cated between the fat layer and the tendon by using a
location of the fat layer; and displaying the location infor-
mation of the bursa on a shoulder ultrasound image gen-
erated based on the shoulder ultrasound image data.
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Description

RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2014-0022889, filed on Feb-
ruary 26, 2014, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its en-
tirety by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0002] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention relate to a method and ultrasound apparatus for
displaying location information of a bursa on an ultra-
sound image.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] An ultrasound diagnosis device transmits ultra-
sound signals from a body surface of an object toward a
predetermined portion inside a body and uses informa-
tion of ultrasound signals reflected from tissue in the body
to obtain tomographic images of soft tissue or blood flow.
[0004] Such an ultrasound diagnosis device is com-
pact, inexpensive, and enables real-time display of ultra-
sound images. Furthermore, an ultrasound diagnosis de-
vice causes no exposure to radiation such as X-rays,
thus being highly safe. Therefore, ultrasound diagnosis
devices have been widely used together with other types
of imaging diagnosis devices, including X-ray diagnosis
devices, computerized tomography (CT) scanners, mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI) devices, nuclear medical
diagnosis devices, etc.

SUMMARY

[0005] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention include a method and ultrasound apparatus for
displaying location information of a bursa on a shoulder
ultrasound image so that a user may accurately identify
a location of the bursa in the shoulder ultrasound image.
[0006] Additional aspects will be set forth in part in the
description which follows and, in part, will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the presented embodiments.
[0007] According to one or more embodiments of the
present invention, a method of displaying location infor-
mation of a bursa includes: obtaining shoulder ultrasound
image data; detecting a fat layer located between a del-
toid muscle and a tendon, based on information about
an intensity of an echo signal contained in the shoulder
ultrasound image data; detecting the bursa located be-
tween the fat layer and the tendon by using a location of
the fat layer; and displaying the location information of
the bursa on a shoulder ultrasound image generated

based on the shoulder ultrasound image data.
[0008] The detecting of the fat layer may include: se-
lecting a region of interest (ROI) including the deltoid
muscle and the tendon in the shoulder ultrasound image,
based on a user input; and detecting the fat layer based
on the information about the intensity of the echo signal
reflected from the ROI.
[0009] The method may further include changing a lo-
cation or size of the ROI based on the location of the fat
layer or the bursa. The detecting of the fat layer may
include detecting a region having the intensity of the echo
signal that is greater than or equal to a threshold value
as the fat layer.
[0010] The detecting of the fat layer may include: de-
tecting a first boundary having an intensity gradient of
the echo signal that is greater than or equal to a positive
first threshold in the shoulder ultrasound image; and de-
termining the first boundary as an upper edge of the fat
layer.
[0011] The detecting of the fat layer may further in-
clude: detecting a second boundary having an intensity
gradient of the echo signal that is less than or equal to a
negative second threshold in the shoulder ultrasound im-
age; and determining the second boundary as a lower
edge of the fat layer.
[0012] The detecting of the fat layer may further include
detecting a thickness of the fat layer based on a distance
between the first and second boundaries.
[0013] The detecting of the bursa may include deter-
mining an anechoic zone disposed below the detected
fat layer as the bursa.
[0014] The displaying of the location information of the
bursa further may include: detecting a third boundary
having an intensity gradient of the echo signal that is less
than the positive first threshold and is greater than a third
threshold in the shoulder ultrasound image; and deter-
mining the third boundary as an upper edge of the tendon.
[0015] The displaying of the location information of the
bursa may further include detecting a thickness of the
bursa based on a distance between the second and third
boundaries.
[0016] The displaying of the location information of the
bursa may include displaying an indicator having a preset
shape at a location of the bursa on the shoulder ultra-
sound image.
[0017] The displaying of the location information of the
bursa may include marking a first boundary line that dis-
tinguishes the bursa from the fat layer and a second
boundary line that distinguishes the bursa from the ten-
don.
[0018] The displaying of the location information of the
bursa may include: obtaining shoulder ultrasound image
data in real-time during injection of a medicine into the
bursa through a syringe; and displaying the location in-
formation of the bursa on a real-time shoulder ultrasound
image by using the shoulder ultrasound image data ob-
tained in real-time.
[0019] According to one or more embodiments of the
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present invention, an ultrasound apparatus includes: an
ultrasound image data obtainer configured to obtain
shoulder ultrasound image data; a controller configured
to detect a fat layer located between a deltoid muscle
and a tendon, based on information about an intensity of
an echo signal contained in the shoulder ultrasound im-
age data, and detect a bursa located between the fat
layer and the tendon by using a location of the fat layer;
and a display configured to display location information
of the bursa on a shoulder ultrasound image generated
based on the shoulder ultrasound image data.
[0020] The ultrasound apparatus may further include
a user input unit configured to receive an input for select-
ing a region of interest (ROI) including the deltoid muscle
and the tendon in the shoulder ultrasound image, wherein
the controller detects the fat layer based on the informa-
tion about the intensity of the echo signal reflected from
the ROI.
[0021] The controller may change a location or size of
the ROI based on the location of the fat layer or the bursa.
[0022] The controller may detect a region having the
intensity of the echo signal that is greater than or equal
to a threshold value as the fat layer.
[0023] The controller may detect a first boundary hav-
ing an intensity gradient of the echo signal that is greater
than or equal to a positive first threshold in the shoulder
ultrasound image and determine the first boundary as an
upper edge of the fat layer.
[0024] The controller may further detect a second
boundary having an intensity gradient of the echo signal
that is less than or equal to a negative second threshold
in the shoulder ultrasound image and determine the sec-
ond boundary as a lower edge of the fat layer.
[0025] The controller may further detect a thickness of
the fat layer based on a distance between the first and
second boundaries.
[0026] The controller may determine an anechoic zone
disposed below the detected fat layer as the bursa.
[0027] The controller may further detect a third bound-
ary having an intensity gradient of the echo signal that is
less than the positive first threshold and is greater than
a third threshold in the shoulder ultrasound image and
determine the third boundary as an upper edge of the
tendon.
[0028] The controller may further detect a thickness of
the bursa based on a distance between the second and
third boundaries.
[0029] The display may display an indicator having a
preset shape at a location of the bursa on the shoulder
ultrasound image.
[0030] The display may display a first boundary line
that distinguishes the bursa from the fat layer and a sec-
ond boundary line that distinguishes the bursa from the
tendon.
[0031] The ultrasound image data obtainer may obtain
shoulder ultrasound image data in real-time during injec-
tion of a medicine into the bursa through a syringe, and
the controller may control the display to display the loca-

tion information of the bursa on a real-time shoulder ul-
trasound image by using the shoulder ultrasound image
data obtained in real-time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0032] These and/or other aspects will become appar-
ent and more readily appreciated from the following de-
scription of the embodiments, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an ultrasound apparatus according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method of displaying loca-
tion information of a bursa in the ultrasound appara-
tus, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 3 illustrates a shoulder ultrasound image ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 4 illustrates detection of a fat layer and a bursa
according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 5 illustrates detection of a thickness of a bursa
according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of displaying loca-
tion information of a bursa in a region of interest (ROI)
in an ultrasound apparatus, according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7 illustrates an ROI according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 8A through 8C illustrate examples of display-
ing location information of a bursa in an ultrasound
apparatus; and
FIGS. 9 and 10 are block diagrams of a configuration
of an ultrasound apparatus according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0033] The terms used in this specification are those
general terms currently widely used in the art in consid-
eration of functions in regard to the present invention,
but the terms may vary according to the intention of those
of ordinary skill in the art, precedents, or new technology
in the art. Also, specified terms may be selected by the
applicant, and in this case, the detailed meaning thereof
will be described in the detailed description of the inven-
tion. Thus, the terms used in the specification should be
understood not as simple names but based on the mean-
ing of the terms and the overall description of the inven-
tion.
[0034] Throughout the specification, it will also be un-
derstood that when a component "includes" an element,
unless there is another opposite description thereto, it
should be understood that the component does not ex-
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clude another element but may further include another
element. In addition, terms such as "... unit", "... module",
or the like refer to units that perform at least one function
or operation, and the units may be implemented as hard-
ware or software or as a combination of hardware and
software. Expressions such as "at least one of," when
preceding a list of elements, modify the entire list of ele-
ments and do not modify the individual elements of the
list.
[0035] Throughout the specification, an "ultrasonic im-
age" refers to an image of an object obtained using an
ultrasound signal. Furthermore, an object in the present
specification may be a part of a body. For example, the
object may include the liver, the heart, the brain, a breast,
the abdomen, nuchal translucency (NT), shoulder mus-
cles, and a fetus.
[0036] Furthermore, in the specification, an ultrasound
image may vary in different forms. For example, the ul-
trasound image may include a brightness (B) mode im-
age indicating the intensity of an ultrasound echo signal
reflected from an object as brightness, a color Doppler
image representing the speed of a moving object in color
by using a Doppler effect, a spectral Doppler image show-
ing a moving object as a spectrum by using a Doppler
effect, a power Doppler image representing the intensity
of a Doppler signal or the number of structures (e.g., red
blood cells in blood) as colors, a motion (M) mode image
showing movement of an object at a predetermined po-
sition over time, and an elasticity mode image indicating
a difference between a reaction when compression is
applied to a target object and a reaction when compres-
sion is not applied to the target object. In addition, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention, the
ultrasound image may be a two-dimensional (2D), a
three-dimensional (3D), or a four-dimensional (4D) im-
age.
[0037] Furthermore, in the present specification, a "us-
er" refers to a medical professional, such as a doctor, a
nurse, a medical laboratory technologist, a sonographer,
but the user is not limited thereto.
[0038] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will now be described more fully hereinafter with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings so that they may
be easily implemented by one of ordinary skill in the art.
However, the present embodiments may have different
forms and should not be construed as being limited to
the descriptions set forth herein. In addition, parts not
related to the present invention are omitted to clarify the
description of exemplary embodiments of the present in-
vention. In the accompanying drawings, like reference
numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0039] FIG. 1 illustrates an ultrasound apparatus 1000
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;
[0040] Referring to FIG. 1, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may transmit an ultrasound signal to an object
through a probe 20, receives an ultrasound echo signal
(hereinafter, referred to as an ’echo signal’) from the ob-

ject through the probe 20, and generates an ultrasound
image of the object.
[0041] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may transmit an ultrasound signal to an object that has
a bursa 330, convert the intensity of an echo signal re-
flected from the object into a brightness value (e.g., 0 to
255), and generate a B mode image of the object that
has the bursa 330.
[0042] In this case, since the bursa 330 is generally
thinner than 2 mm, a user may have difficulty in accurately
identifying a location of the bursa 330 in a B mode image.
Furthermore, the bursa 330 may likely be confused with
a muscle layer and a tendon layer.
[0043] In addition, if a medicine is not accurately in-
jected into the bursa 330 through a syringe 30, the effect
of treatment of the bursa 330 may be significantly re-
duced. Thus, there is a need for a system that easily
distinguishes the bursa 330 in a shoulder ultrasound im-
age.
[0044] A method of displaying location information of
the bursa 330 on a shoulder ultrasound image in the ul-
trasound apparatus 1000 so that the user may easily
identify the bursa 330 will now be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 2.
[0045] FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method of displaying
location information of a bursa in the ultrasound appara-
tus 1000 of FIG. 1, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.
[0046] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may obtain
shoulder ultrasound image data (S210). In one embodi-
ment, the shoulder ultrasound image data may include
brightness values (e.g., 0 to 255) of pixels, corresponding
to the intensity of an echo signal that is reflected from an
object.
[0047] For example, although a deltoid muscle gener-
ally has a low brightness value (e.g., less than or equal
to 10), the deltoid muscle also includes internal parts
which have brightness values that are greater than or
equal to a first threshold (e.g., 50). Furthermore, a fat
layer may have a brightness value that is greater than or
equal to a second threshold (e.g., 150), and a bursa may
have a low brightness value overall (e.g., less than or
equal to 5). In this case, the second threshold may be
greater than the first threshold. Since the fat layer has a
high brightness value while the bursa has a low bright-
ness value, the fat layer and the bursa may appear bright
and dark in a shoulder ultrasound image, respectively.
[0048] In one embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may directly generate the shoulder ultrasound im-
age data or receive the shoulder ultrasound image data
from the outside. For example, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may generate shoulder ultrasound image data by
transmitting an ultrasound signal to an object and receiv-
ing an echo signal reflected from the object. Alternatively,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may receive shoulder ul-
trasound image data from an external server or device.
[0049] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect a
fat layer located between the deltoid muscle and a ten-
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don, based on information about the intensity of an echo
signal contained in the shoulder ultrasound image data
(S220). According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the information about the intensity of an echo
signal may include the intensity of an echo signal corre-
sponding to each pixel and an intensity gradient of the
echo signal corresponding to a pixel, but is not limited
thereto.
[0050] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may detect a region in which the intensity of an echo
signal is greater than or equal to a threshold value (e.g.,
150) as a fat layer. In general, among echo signals re-
flected from a deltoid muscle, a fat layer, a bursa, and a
tendon, the echo signal reflected from the fat layer has
the highest intensity. Thus, if the ultrasound apparatus
1000 analyzes shoulder ultrasound image data to detect
a region having an echo signal intensity that is greater
than or equal to a threshold value, the detected region
may be a fat layer.
[0051] In one embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may detect in a shoulder ultrasound image a first
boundary where an intensity gradient of an echo signal
is greater than or equal to a positive first threshold.
[0052] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may analyze the intensity of an echo signal in a direction
that a depth value increases. The direction that a depth
value increases may be a direction in which an ultrasound
wave transmitted from the probe 20 propagates. Since
a deltoid muscle and a fat layer in the shoulder ultrasound
image generally have a low brightness value and a high
brightness value, respectively, an intensity gradient may
be greater than or equal to the first threshold at a bound-
ary between the deltoid muscle and the fat layer.
[0053] Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
termine the first boundary having an echo signal intensity
gradient that is greater than or equal to the positive first
threshold as an upper edge of the fat layer or a lower
edge of the deltoid muscle.
[0054] In addition, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
detect in the shoulder ultrasound image a second bound-
ary where an intensity gradient of an echo signal is less
than or equal to a negative second threshold. For exam-
ple, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may analyze the in-
tensity of an echo signal in a direction that a depth value
increases. In this case, since a fat layer and a bursa in
the shoulder ultrasound image generally have a high
brightness value and a low brightness value, respective-
ly, an intensity gradient may be less than or equal to the
negative second threshold at a boundary between the
fat layer and the bursa.
[0055] Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
termine the second boundary having an echo signal in-
tensity gradient that is less than or equal to the negative
second threshold as a lower edge of the fat layer or an
upper edge of the bursa.
[0056] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may also detect
a thickness of a fat layer. For example, to do so, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may measure a distance be-

tween the first boundary having an echo signal intensity
gradient that is greater than or equal to the positive first
threshold and the second boundary having an echo sig-
nal intensity gradient that is less than or equal to the
negative second threshold. An operation of detecting the
thickness of the fat layer, performed by the ultrasound
apparatus 1000, will be described in more detail later with
reference to FIG. 4.
[0057] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect a
bursa located between the fat layer and tendon by using
a location of the fat layer (S230).
[0058] According to one embodiment, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may determine an anechoic zone dis-
posed below the fat layer as the bursa. For example, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may determine a first ane-
choic zone disposed below an upper edge of the fat layer
or a lower edge of the deltoid muscle as the bursa. Since
an echo signal reflected from the bursa has a very low
intensity, the bursa appears dark below the fat layer in
the shoulder ultrasound image.
[0059] According to one embodiment, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may detect a third boundary having an
echo signal intensity gradient that is less than the positive
first threshold and greater than a third threshold. For ex-
ample, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may analyze the
intensity of an echo signal in a direction that a depth value
increases. In this case, since the bursa has a very low
brightness value and the tendon has a brightness value
that is higher than the bursa and lower than the fat layer,
an intensity gradient may be less than the positive first
threshold and greater than the third threshold at a bound-
ary between the bursa and the tendon.
[0060] Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
termine as an upper edge of the tendon or lower edge of
the bursa the third boundary having an echo signal in-
tensity gradient that is less than the positive first threshold
and greater than the third threshold. Furthermore, the
ultrasound apparatus 100 may also determine an ane-
choic zone located between the tendon and the fat layer
as the bursa.
[0061] In addition, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
detect a thickness of the bursa. For example, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may detect the thickness of the
bursa, based on a distance between the third boundary
and the second boundary having an echo signal intensity
gradient that is less than or equal to the negative second
threshold. An operation of detecting the thickness of the
bursa, performed by the ultrasound apparatus 1000, will
be described in greater detail later with reference to FIG.
5
[0062] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display lo-
cation information of the bursa on the shoulder ultra-
sound image, based on the shoulder ultrasound image
data (S240).
[0063] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may display an indicator having a preset shape or color
at a location of the bursa in the shoulder ultrasound im-
age. The shape of the indicator may be preset by a user
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or the ultrasound apparatus 1000 (. The indicator having
the preset shape may include an arrow, a triangle, a star
shape, and a line, but is not limited thereto. The shape
of the indicator may also vary according to a user’s input.
[0064] In one embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may display a first boundary line that distinguishes
a bursa from a fat layer and a second boundary line that
distinguishes a bursa from a tendon.
[0065] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may also dis-
play a measured value such as a thickness of a bursa or
fat layer. In this case, the measured value may be su-
perimposed on the shoulder ultrasound image or dis-
played at a region that is separate from a region where
the shoulder ultrasound image is displayed.
[0066] In addition, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
provide location information of the bursa in real-time dur-
ing injection of medicine into the bursa through a syringe.
According to one embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may provide location information of the bursa in
real-time by repeatedly performing operations S210
through S240.
[0067] For example, while a medicine is being injected
into the bursa through a syringe, the ultrasound appara-
tus 1000 may obtain shoulder ultrasound image data in
real-time. To do so, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
transmit an ultrasound signal to an object at predeter-
mined time intervals and receive an echo signal from the
object. In this case, the predetermined time interval at
which the ultrasound apparatus 1000 obtains shoulder
ultrasound image data may be set or changed by a user’s
input or a system of the ultrasound apparatus 1000.
[0068] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect a
fat layer based on an intensity gradient of an echo signal
contained in the shoulder ultrasound image data ob-
tained in real-time. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
then detect a bursa based on a location of the fat layer.
Since the operations of detecting the fat layer and the
bursa are described above with reference to FIG. 2 (op-
erations S220 and S230), detailed descriptions thereof
are omitted herein. In this case, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may display location information of the bursa on a
real-time shoulder ultrasound image. The real-time
shoulder ultrasound image may be an ultrasound image
that is displayed in real-time by using the shoulder ultra-
sound image data obtained in real-time.
[0069] FIG. 3 illustrates a shoulder ultrasound image
300 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
[0070] Referring to FIG. 3, the ultrasound apparatus
(1000 in FIG. 1) is configured to display the shoulder
ultrasound image 300 based on shoulder ultrasound im-
age data. In this case, the shoulder ultrasound image
300 shows a deltoid muscle 310, a fat layer 320, a sub-
acromial-subdeltoid (SASD) bursa (hereinafter called a
’bursa’) 330, and a supraspinatus tendon 340 that are
sequentially displayed in a direction that a depth value
increases.
[0071] As described above, although the deltoid mus-

cle generally has a low brightness value (e.g., less than
or equal to 10), the deltoid muscle 310 also includes re-
gions that have brightness values that are greater than
or equal to a first threshold (e.g., 50). Thus, an image of
the deltoid muscle 310 is all dark with small white patterns
in between.
[0072] Since the fat layer 320 has a brightness value
that is greater than or equal to a second threshold (e.g.,
150), an image of the fat layer may appear bright. Fur-
thermore, the bursa 330 having a low brightness value
overall may appear quite dark. Since the supraspinatus
tendon 340 has a lower brightness value than the fat
layer 320, an image of the supraspinatus tendon 340 may
appear darker than the image of the fat layer 320. The
brightest region located below the supraspinatus tendon
340 in the shoulder ultrasound image 300 may be bone.
[0073] The shoulder ultrasound image 300 will now be
described in greater detail with reference to FIGS. 4 and
5.
[0074] FIG. 4 illustrates detection of a fat layer 320 and
a bursa 330 according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.
[0075] FIG. 4 illustrates a shoulder ultrasound image
400 that corresponds to a schematic diagram of the
shoulder ultrasound image 300 of FIG. 3. A first graph
410 illustrates a result obtained by analyzing an echo
signal along a reference axis A in a direction that a depth
value increases.
[0076] As evident from the first graph 410, since the
fat layer 320 has the highest echo signal intensity among
the deltoid muscle 310, the fat layer 330, the bursa 330,
and the supraspinatus tendon 340, the echo signal in-
tensity of the fat layer 320 may be the first one that ex-
ceeds a threshold. The echo signal intensity then de-
creases sharply at the bursa 330 and increases again at
the tendon layer 340. Thus, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine a region 401 of the first graph 410
representing an intensity that is greater than or equal to
the threshold as the fat layer 320.
[0077] A second graph 420 illustrates an echo signal
intensity gradient (hereinafter called an ’intensity gradi-
ent’) obtained by analyzing an echo signal along a refer-
ence axis A in a direction that a depth value increases.
As evident from the second graph 420, since a brightness
value increases sharply from the deltoid muscle 310 to
the fat layer 320, an intensity gradient at a boundary be-
tween the deltoid muscle 310 and the fat layer 320 may
exceed a positive threshold.
[0078] Furthermore, as a brightness value decreases
sharply from the fat layer 320 to the bursa 330, a bound-
ary between the fat layer 320 and the bursa 330 may
have an intensity gradient that is less than a negative
threshold.
[0079] Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
termine a first boundary 402 in the second graph 420
having an intensity gradient that is greater than or equal
to the positive threshold as an upper edge of the fat layer
320. In addition, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
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termine a second boundary 403 in the second graph 420
having an intensity gradient that is less than or equal to
the negative threshold as a lower edge of the fat layer
320.
[0080] A third graph 430 illustrates a width between
portions respectively having positive and negative inten-
sity gradients.
[0081] Because an upper edge of the fat layer 320 has
an intensity gradient that is greater than or equal to the
positive threshold while a lower edge thereof has an in-
tensity gradient that is less than or equal to the negative
threshold, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may determine
as a thickness of the fat layer 320 a width 404 between
the first boundary 402 having an intensity gradient that
is greater than or equal to the positive threshold and the
second boundary 403 having an intensity gradient that
is less than or equal to the negative threshold.
[0082] FIG. 5 illustrates detection of a thickness of a
bursa 330 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
[0083] A shoulder ultrasound image 500 shown in FIG.
5 may correspond to a shoulder ultrasound image 400
shown in FIG. 4. A fat layer 320, the bursa 330, and a
supraspinatus tendon 340 will be described mainly with
reference to FIG. 5.
[0084] A first graph 510 that illustrates an echo signal
intensity in a direction that a depth value increases. As
evident from the first graph 510, the echo signal intensity
increases sharply at the fat layer 320, decreases sharply
at the bursa 330, and increases again at the supraspina-
tus tendon 340.
[0085] A second graph 520 illustrates an intensity gra-
dient in a direction that a depth value increases. As evi-
dent from the second graph 520, since a brightness value
decreases rapidly from the fat layer 320 to the bursa 330,
a boundary between the fat layer 320 and the bursa 330
may have an intensity gradient that is less than a negative
threshold. Furthermore, since the brightness value in-
creases again from the bursa 330 to the supraspinatus
tendon 340, a boundary between the bursa 330 and the
supraspinatus tendon 340 may have a positive intensity
gradient value.
[0086] Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
termine a first boundary 501 having an intensity gradient
that is less than or equal to the negative threshold as a
lower edge of the fat layer 320 or an upper edge of the
bursa 330. Furthermore, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may determine a second boundary 502 disposed below
the bursa 330 and having a positive intensity gradient
value as a lower edge of the bursa or an upper edge of
the supraspinatus tendon 340.
[0087] A third graph 530 illustrates a width between
portions respectively having positive and negative inten-
sity gradient values.
[0088] Because upper and lower edges of the bursa
330 have a negative intensity gradient and a positive in-
tensity gradient, respectively, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine as a thickness of the bursa 330 a

width 503 between the first boundary 501 and the second
boundary 502 respectively having a negative intensity
gradient and a positive intensity gradient.
[0089] FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of displaying
location information of a bursa in a region of interest (ROI)
in the ultrasound apparatus (1000 in FIG. 1), according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0090] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may acquire
shoulder ultrasound image data (S610). Since operation
S610 corresponds to operation S210 described with ref-
erence to FIG. 2, a detailed description thereof is omitted.
[0091] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display the
shoulder ultrasound image (300 in FIG. 3) based on the
shoulder ultrasound image data (S620). According to one
embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display
the shoulder ultrasound image 300 as a 2D brightness
(B) mode image. For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the
shoulder ultrasound image 300 may include the deltoid
muscle 310, the fat layer 320, the bursa 330, and the
supraspinatus tendon 340, the bone, etc.
[0092] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may select an
ROI from the shoulder ultrasound image 300 based on
a user input (S630). For example, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may receive a user input for selecting an ROI
including the deltoid muscle 310 and the supraspinatus
tendon 340.
[0093] In one embodiment, various user input modes
for selecting an ROI may be used. For example, a user
input may be at least one of a key input, a touch input
(e.g., tap, double-tap, touch and drag, flick, swipe, etc.),
a voice input, a motion input, and a multi-input, but is not
limited thereto.
[0094] In addition, according to one embodiment, the
ROI may have various shapes such as a circle, an oval
shape, a quadrangular shape, and a free curved shape,
but is not limited thereto.
[0095] In one embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may select an ROI in a semi-automatic manner.
For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may receive
selection of a specific point from a user. The ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may select an ROI having a predeter-
mined size (e.g., 10 pixels or 5cm2) based on the specific
point selected by the user. The predetermined size may
be preset by the user or the ultrasound apparatus 1000.
[0096] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect the
fat layer 320 based on information about echo signal in-
tensity of an ROI (S640). In this case, it is possible to
shorten the time taken to detect the fat layer 320 because
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 only has to analyze the
acquired shoulder ultrasound image data for detection.
Since operation S640 of detecting the fat layer 320 is
performed by the ultrasound apparatus 1000 in the same
manner as operation S220 described with reference to
FIG. 2, a detailed description thereof is omitted herein.
[0097] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect the
bursa 330 by using a location of the fat layer 320 (S650).
For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may deter-
mine an anechoic zone disposed below the fat layer 320
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as the bursa 330. For example, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine an anechoic zone disposed below
the fat layer 320 as the bursa 330. Since an echo signal
reflected from the bursa 330 has a very low intensity, the
bursa 330 appears dark below the fat layer 320 in the
shoulder ultrasound image 300. Since operation S650
corresponds to operation S230 described with reference
to FIG. 2, a detailed description thereof is omitted here.
[0098] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display lo-
cation information of the bursa 330 in the ROI (S660).
For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display
an indicator having a preset shape or color at a location
of the bursa 330 in the ROI. The shape of the indicator
may be preset by a user or the ultrasound apparatus
1000. Furthermore, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
display a first boundary line that distinguishes between
the bursa 330 and the fat layer 330 and a second bound-
ary line that distinguishes between the bursa 330 and
the supraspinatus tendon 340. Operation S660 of dis-
playing the location information of the bursa 330 will be
described in more detail later with reference to FIGS. 8A
through 8C.
[0099] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may change a
location or size of the ROI based on the location of the
fat layer 320 or the bursa 330 (S670).
[0100] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may move the ROI up and down so that a vertical central
point of the ROI is located at an upper edge of the fat
layer 320. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may also
move the ROI so that the vertical central point of the ROI
is located at a lower edge of the fat layer 320. The ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may also move the ROI up and
down so that the vertical central point of the ROI is located
at a center of the fat layer 320. The ultrasound apparatus
1000 may also move the ROI up and down so that the
vertical central point of the ROI is located at a center of
an anechoic zone.
[0101] Since the ultrasound apparatus 1000 analyzes
the shoulder ultrasound image data related to the ROI,
the bursa 330 may not be accurately detected if the user
fails to select the ROI properly. Thus, if the user selects
the wrong ROI, the location or size of the ROI may be
adjusted automatically in consideration of the location of
the fat layer 320 or the bursa 330.
[0102] According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, operations S610 through S670 may be performed
in a different order, or some of them may be omitted.
[0103] FIG. 7 illustrates an ROI according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.
[0104] Referring to FIG. 7, the ultrasound apparatus
(1000 in FIG. 1) may receive a user input for selecting
an ROI including the deltoid muscle (310 in FIG. 4) and
the supraspinatus tendon (340 in FIG. 4). In this case,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display an image
710 of the ROI on a shoulder ultrasound image 700.
[0105] According to one embodiment, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for changing a
size or location of the ROI. For example, the ultrasound

apparatus 1000 may receive a request to move the image
710 or change a size of the ROI from the user.
[0106] In one embodiment, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may detect the fat layer (320 in FIG. 4) within the
ROI based on information about an echo signal intensity
of the ROI. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may also de-
tect the bursa (330 in FIG. 3) by using a location of the
fat layer 320. In this case, it is possible to shorten the
time taken to detect the bursa 330 because the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 only has to analyze shoulder ul-
trasound image data acquired within the ROI.
[0107] FIGS. 8A through 8C illustrate examples of dis-
playing location information of the bursa (330 in FIG. 4)
in the ultrasound apparatus (1000 in FIG. 1)
[0108] According to one embodiment, as shown in FIG.
8A, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display an image
that is used to distinguish the bursa 300 located in an
ROI 810. For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may provide location information of the bursa 330 by dis-
playing triangular images 821 and 822 on right and left
sides of the bursa 330, respectively.
[0109] In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIG.
8B, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display an arrow
image 830 on a shoulder ultrasound image 800 in an
overlapping manner so as to distinguish the bursa 330
in the ROI 810.
[0110] In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIG.
8C, in order to distinguish the bursa 330 in the ROI 810,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display a first bound-
ary 841 between the bursa 330 and the fat layer 320 and
a second boundary 842 between the bursa 330 and the
supraspinatus tendon 340 in a preset color (e.g., red) or
in a preset shape (e.g., a dot-dashed line). In this case,
the first boundary 841 and the second boundary 842 may
represent upper and lower edges of the bursa 330, re-
spectively.
[0111] While the ultrasound apparatus 1000 displays
the location of the bursa 330 by using the triangular im-
ages 821 and 822, the arrow image 830, and the first and
second boundaries 841 and 842, embodiments of the
present invention are not limited thereto.
[0112] FIGS. 9 and 10 are block diagrams of a config-
uration of an ultrasound apparatus 1000 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0113] Referring to FIG. 9, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 according to the present embodiment includes an
ultrasound image data obtainer 1100, a controller 1300,
and a display 1600. However, the components illustrated
in FIG. 9 are not essential components. The ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may be realized by fewer or more com-
ponents than those illustrated in FIG. 9. For example, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may further include a user
input device 1200, a communication unit 1400, and a
memory 1500. The components may be connected to
one another via buses 1700.
[0114] The components will now be described in detail.
[0115] The ultrasound image data obtainer 1100 may
acquire ultrasound image data related to an object 10.
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The ultrasound image data may be a 2D or 3D ultrasound
image data.
[0116] Referring to FIG. 10, the ultrasound image data
obtainer 1100 may include a probe 20, an ultrasound
transmission/reception unit 1110, and an image process-
ing unit 1120.
[0117] The probe 20 transmits ultrasound signals to
the object 10, based on a driving signal applied by the
ultrasound transmission/reception unit 1110, and re-
ceives echo signals reflected from the object 10. The
probe 20 includes a plurality of transducers that oscillate
based on electric signals transmitted thereto and gener-
ate acoustic energy, that is, ultrasound waves. Further-
more, the probe 20 may be connected to a main body of
the ultrasound diagnostic device 1000 by wires or wire-
lessly. According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may include a plu-
rality of probes 20. According to one embodiment, the
probe 20 may include at least one of a 1 D probe, a 2D
(matrix) probe, and a 3D probe.
[0118] A transmission unit 1111 supplies a driving sig-
nal to the probe 20 and includes a pulse generating unit
1113, a transmission delaying unit 1114, and a pulser
1115. The pulse generating unit 1113 generates pulses
for forming transmission ultrasound waves based on a
predetermined pulse repetition frequency (PRF), and the
transmission delaying unit 1114 applies a delay time for
determining transmission directionality to the pulses.
Pulses, to which a delay time is applied, correspond to
a plurality of piezoelectric vibrators included in the probe
20, respectively. The pulser 1115 applies a driving signal
(or a driving pulse) to the probe 20 at a timing correspond-
ing to each pulse to which a delay time is applied.
[0119] A reception unit 1112 generates ultrasound da-
ta by processing echo signals received from the probe
20. The reception unit 1112 may include an amplifier
1116, an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 1117, a re-
ception delaying unit 1118, and a summing unit 1119.
The amplifier 1116 amplifies echo signals in each chan-
nel, and the ADC 1117 performs analog-to-digital con-
version on the amplified echo signals. The reception de-
laying unit 1118 applies delay times for determining re-
ception directionality to the echo signals subjected to the
analog-to-digital conversion, and the summing unit 1119
generates ultrasound data by summing the echo signals
processed by the reception delaying unit 1118. For ex-
ample, the summing unit 1119 may generate shoulder
ultrasound image data. Furthermore, the summing unit
1119 may acquire the shoulder ultrasound image data in
real-time during injection of a medicine into the bursa
(330 in FIG. 3) via a syringe.
[0120] The image processing unit 1120 generates an
ultrasound image by scan-converting ultrasound data
generated by the ultrasound transmission/reception unit
1110 and displays the ultrasound image. In addition, an
ultrasound image may include not only a gray-scale ul-
trasound image obtained by scanning an object in an
amplitude (A) mode, a B mode, and a motion (M) mode,

but also a Doppler image representing a moving object
by using a Doppler effect. The Doppler image may in-
clude a blood flow Doppler image (also called a color
Doppler image) showing flow of blood, a tissue Doppler
image showing movement of tissue, and a spectral Dop-
pler image showing a moving speed of an object as a
waveform.
[0121] A B mode processing unit 1123 extracts B mode
components from ultrasound image data and processes
the B mode components. An image generating unit 1122
may generate a B mode image indicating signal intensi-
ties as brightness based on the extracted B mode com-
ponents. For example, the image generating unit 1122
may generate a shoulder ultrasound image including the
deltoid muscle (310 in FIG. 3), the fat layer (320 in FIG.
3), the bursa 330, and the supraspinatus tendon (340 in
FIG. 3) as a 2D B mode image.
[0122] The image generating unit 1122 may sequen-
tially generate a plurality of B mode images, e.g., first
and second B mode images. The image generating unit
1122 may also generate a real-time shoulder ultrasound
image during injection of a medicine into the bursa 330
through a syringe.
[0123] A Doppler processing unit 1124 may extract
Doppler components from ultrasound image data, and
the image generating unit 1122 may generate a Doppler
image indicating movement of an object as colors or
waveforms based on the extracted Doppler components.
[0124] According to one embodiment, the image gen-
erating unit 1122 may generate a 3D ultrasound image
via volume-rendering of volume data and an elasticity
image which shows the degree of deformation of the ob-
ject 10 due to pressure. In addition, the image generating
unit 1122 may estimate a movement path of a speckle
from ultrasound image data and generate a speckle
tracking image that shows movement of the speckle as
an arrow or color based on the movement path of the
speckle.
[0125] Furthermore, the image generating unit 1122
may display additional information in an ultrasound im-
age by using text and graphics. For example, the image
generating unit 1122 may add at least one annotation
related to the whole or a part of an ultrasound image to
the ultrasound image. In other words, the image gener-
ating unit 1122 may analyze an ultrasound image and
recommend at least one annotation related to the whole
or a part of the ultrasound image based on the result of
analysis. The image generating unit 1122 may also add
at least one annotation selected by a user to an ultra-
sound image.
[0126] In addition, the image processing unit 1120 may
extract an ROI from an ultrasound image by using an
image processing algorithm. In this case, the image
processing unit 1120 may add a color, a pattern, or a line
to the ROI.
[0127] The user input device 1200 is a means via which
a user (e.g., a sonographer) inputs data for controlling
the ultrasound apparatus 1000. For example, the user
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input device 1200 may include a key pad, a dome switch,
a touch pad (capacitive overlay, resistive overlay, infra-
red beam, surface acoustic wave, integral strain gauge,
piezoelectric, etc.), a track ball, and a jog switch, but is
not limited thereto. The user input device 1200 may fur-
ther include various other input elements such as an elec-
trocardiogram measuring module, a respiration measur-
ing module, a voice recognition sensor, a gesture recog-
nition sensor, a fingerprint recognition sensor, an iris rec-
ognition sensor, a depth sensor, a distance sensor, etc.
[0128] According to one embodiment, the user input
device 1200 may detect a real touch and a proximity
touch. The user input device 1200 may detect a touch
input
[0129] (e.g., touch & hold, tap, double tap, flick, etc.)
on an ultrasound image. The user input device 1200 may
also detect a drag input from a point where the touch
input is detected. In addition, the user input device 1200
may detect a multi-touch input (e.g., pinch) on at least
two points in the ultrasound image.
[0130] According to one embodiment, the user input
device 1200 may receive an ROI selected in a B mode
image. For example, the user input device 1200 may re-
ceive a user input for selecting an ROI, including the del-
toid muscle 310 and the supraspinatus tendon 340, in a
shoulder ultrasound image.
[0131] The controller 1300 may control overall opera-
tions of the ultrasound apparatus 1000. For example, the
controller 1300 may control overall operations of the ul-
trasound image data obtainer 1100, the user input device
1200, the communication unit 1400, the memory 1500,
and the display 1600.
[0132] The controller 1300 may detect the fat layer 320
located between the deltoid muscle 310 and the suprasp-
inatus tendon 340, based on information about an echo
signal intensity contained in shoulder ultrasound image
data.
[0133] For example, the controller 1300 may detect a
region having an echo signal intensity that is greater than
or equal to a threshold value as the fat layer 320. The
controller 1300 may determine a first boundary in a shoul-
der ultrasound image having an echo signal intensity gra-
dient that is greater than or equal to a positive first thresh-
old and a second boundary having an echo signal inten-
sity gradient that is less than or equal to a negative sec-
ond threshold as an upper edge and a lower edge of the
fat layer 320, respectively. In addition, the controller 1300
may detect a thickness of the fat layer 320 based on a
distance between the first and second boundaries.
[0134] The controller 1300 may detect the bursa 330
located between the fat layer 320 and the supraspinatus
tendon 340 by using a location of the fat layer 320. For
example, the controller 1300 may determine an anechoic
zone disposed below the fat layer 320 as the bursa 330.
[0135] The controller 1300 may further extract from the
shoulder ultrasound image a third boundary having an
echo signal intensity gradient that is less than the positive
first threshold and greater than a third threshold and de-

termine the third boundary as an upper edge of the su-
praspinatus tendon 340. In this case, the controller 1300
may also detect a thickness of the bursa 330 based on
a distance between the second and third boundaries.
[0136] If an ROI is selected, the controller 1300 may
detect the fat layer 320 based on information about an
echo signal intensity of the ROI. The controller 1300 may
change a location or size of the ROI based on the location
of the fat layer 320 or the bursa 330.
[0137] The communication unit 1400 may include at
least one component that enables communication be-
tween the ultrasound apparatus 1000 and one of a server
2000, a first device 3000, and a second device 4000. For
example, the communication unit 1400 may further in-
clude a local area communication module 1410, a wired
communication module 1420, and a mobile communica-
tion module 1430.
[0138] The local area communication module 1410 is
a module for performing local area communication with
a device within a predetermined distance. Examples of
local area communication technology include wireless
Local Area Networks (WLAN/Wi-Fi), Bluetooth, Blue-
tooth Low Energy (BLE), Ultra Wideband (UWB), ZigBee,
Near Field Communication (NFC), Wi-Fi Direct (WFD),
Infrared Data Association (IrDA), etc.
[0139] The wired communication module 1420 is a
module for performing communication by using an elec-
tric signal or an optical signal. Examples of wired com-
munication technology include wired communication
technologies using a pair cable, a coaxial cable, an op-
tical fiber cable, and an Ethernet cable.
[0140] The mobile communication module 1430 trans-
mits or receives wireless signals to or from at least one
of a base station, the first and second devices 3000 and
4000, and the server 2000 on a mobile communication
network. Here, the wireless signals may include voice
call signals, video call signals, or various types of data
for transmission and reception of text/multimedia mes-
sages.
[0141] The communication unit 1400 is connected to
a network 30 by wires or wirelessly and communicates
with an external device such as the first device 3000, the
second device 4000, or the server 2000. The communi-
cation unit 1400 may exchange data with a hospital serv-
er or another medical device in a hospital that is connect-
ed via a Picture Archiving and Communications System
(PACS). Furthermore, the communication unit 300 may
perform data communication according to the Digital Im-
aging and Communications in Medicine (DICOM) stand-
ard.
[0142] . The communication unit 1400 may transmit or
receive data related to diagnosis of the object 10, e.g.,
an ultrasound image, ultrasound image data, and Dop-
pler image data of the object 10, via the network 30. The
communication unit 1400 may also transmit or receive
medical images obtained by other medical devices, such
as a CT image, an MR image, and an X-ray image. Fur-
thermore, the communication unit 1400 may receive in-
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formation related to a diagnosis history or a treatment
schedule of a patient from the server 2000 and utilizes
the information for diagnosing the patient.
[0143] The memory 1500 may store programs for
processing by the controller 1300 and data that is input
or output, such as ultrasound image data, information
about a boundary of medicine diffusion, examinee infor-
mation, probe information, a body marker, etc.).
[0144] The memory 1500 may include at least one stor-
age medium from among a flash memory-type storage
medium, a hard disk-type storage medium, a multimedia
card micro-type storage medium, card-type memories
(e.g., an SD card, an XD memory, and the like), Random
Access Memory (RAM), Static Random Access Memory
(SRAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Erasa-
ble Programmable ROM (EEPROM), PROM, magnetic
memory, a magnetic disc, and an optical disc. The ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may utilize a web storage or a
cloud server that functions as the memory 1500 on the
Internet.
[0145] The display 1600 displays and outputs informa-
tion processed by the ultrasound apparatus 1000. For
example, the display 1600 may display an ultrasound
image or a user interface (UI) or graphical user interface
(GUI) related to a control panel.
[0146] According to one embodiment, the display 1600
may display location information of the bursa 330 on a
shoulder ultrasound image generated based on shoulder
ultrasound image data. For example, the display 1600
may display an indicator having a preset shape at a lo-
cation of the bursa 330 in the shoulder ultrasound image.
The display 1600 may display a first boundary line that
distinguishes the bursa 330 from the fat layer 320 and a
second boundary line that distinguishes the bursa 330
from the supraspinatus tendon 340.
[0147] When the display 1600 and a touch pad form a
layer structure to form a touch screen, the display 1600
may be used as an input device as well as an output
device. The display 1600 may include at least one of a
liquid crystal display (LCD), a thin film transistor-LCD
(TFT-LCD), an organic light-emitting diode (OLED) dis-
play, a flexible display, a 3D display, and an electro-
phoretic display. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may in-
clude two or more displays 1600 according to embodi-
ments of the present invention.
[0148] Methods of displaying location information of a
bursa, according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, can be implemented through program instructions
that can be executed by various computer means and
be recorded on computer-readable recording media. The
computer-readable recording media may include individ-
ual or a combination of program instructions, data files,
and data structures. The program instructions being re-
corded on the computer-readable recording media can
be specially designed or constructed for the present in-
vention or are known to and used by a person skilled in
the art of computer software. Examples of the computer
readable recording media include magnetic media (e.g.,

hard disks, floppy disks, magnetic tapes, etc.), optical
recording media (e.g., CD-ROMs, DVDs, etc.), magneto-
optical media such as floptical disks, and hardware de-
vices specially configured to store and perform program
instructions (ROM, RAM, flash memories, etc.). Exam-
ples of program instructions include machine language
codes produced by a compiler and high-level language
codes that can be executed by a computer using an in-
terpreter.
[0149] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 according to an
embodiment of the present invention allows a user to
accurately and easily identify a location of a bursa, there-
by facilitating insertion of a syringe into the bursa during
medicine treatment and maximizing the effect of treat-
ment of a shoulder.
[0150] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 is also config-
ured to accurately measure a thickness of the bursa,
thereby allowing efficient follow-up examination.
[0151] While one or more embodiments of the present
invention have been described with reference to the fig-
ures, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
art that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention as defined by the following claims.

Claims

1. A method of displaying location information of a bur-
sa, the method comprising:

obtaining shoulder ultrasound image data;
detecting a fat layer located between a deltoid
muscle and a tendon, based on information
about an intensity of an echo signal contained
in the shoulder ultrasound image data;
detecting the bursa located between the fat layer
and the tendon by using a location of the fat lay-
er; and
displaying the location information of the bursa
on a shoulder ultrasound image generated
based on the shoulder ultrasound image data.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting of the
fat layer comprises:

selecting a region of interest (ROI) including the
deltoid muscle and the tendon in the shoulder
ultrasound image, based on a user input; and
detecting the fat layer based on the information
about the intensity of the echo signal reflected
from the ROI.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising changing
a location or size of the ROI based on the location
of the fat layer or the bursa.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting of the
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fat layer comprises detecting a region having the in-
tensity of the echo signal that is greater than or equal
to a threshold value as the fat layer.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting of the
fat layer comprises:

detecting a first boundary having an intensity
gradient of the echo signal that is greater than
or equal to a positive first threshold in the shoul-
der ultrasound image; and
determining the first boundary as an upper edge
of the fat layer.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the detecting of the
fat layer further comprises:

detecting a second boundary having an intensity
gradient of the echo signal that is less than or
equal to a negative second threshold in the
shoulder ultrasound image; and
determining the second boundary as a lower
edge of the fat layer.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the detecting of the
fat layer further comprises detecting a thickness of
the fat layer based on a distance between the first
and second boundaries.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting of the
bursa comprises determining an anechoic zone dis-
posed below the detected fat layer as the bursa.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the displaying of the
location information of the bursa further comprises:

detecting a third boundary having an intensity
gradient of the echo signal that is less than the
positive first threshold and is greater than a third
threshold in the shoulder ultrasound image; and
determining the third boundary as an upper edge
of the tendon.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the displaying of the
location information of the bursa further comprises
detecting a thickness of the bursa based on a dis-
tance between the second and third boundaries.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the
location information of the bursa comprises display-
ing an indicator having a preset shape at a location
of the bursa on the shoulder ultrasound image.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the
location information of the bursa comprises marking
a first boundary line that distinguishes the bursa from
the fat layer and a second boundary line that distin-
guishes the bursa from the tendon.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the
location information of the bursa comprises:

obtaining shoulder ultrasound image data in re-
al-time during injection of a medicine into the
bursa through a syringe; and
displaying the location information of the bursa
on a real-time shoulder ultrasound image by us-
ing the shoulder ultrasound image data obtained
in real-time.

14. An ultrasound apparatus comprising:

an ultrasound image data obtainer configured
to obtain shoulder ultrasound image data;
a controller configured to detect a fat layer lo-
cated between a deltoid muscle and a tendon,
based on information about an intensity of an
echo signal contained in the shoulder ultrasound
image data, and detect a bursa located between
the fat layer and the tendon by using a location
of the fat layer; and
a display configured to display location informa-
tion of the bursa on a shoulder ultrasound image
generated based on the shoulder ultrasound im-
age data.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising a user
input unit configured to receive an input for selecting
a region of interest (ROI) including the deltoid muscle
and the tendon in the shoulder ultrasound image,
wherein the controller detects the fat layer based on
the information about the intensity of the echo signal
reflected from the ROI.
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