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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus and a method of operating the
same, and more particularly, to an ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus and a method of operating the same for in-
creasing the accuracy of numerical value measurement
of an object of interest.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses irradiate an
ultrasonic signal, generated from a transducer of a probe,
onto a target object and receive information of an echo
signal reflected from the object, thereby obtaining an im-
age of an internal part of the object. In particular, the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses are used for the med-
ical purpose of observing the inside of a target object,
detecting a foreign material, and measuring an injury.
Ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses have a higher stability
than diagnostic apparatuses using X-rays, display an im-
age in real time, and are safe because there is no expo-
sure to radioactivity, and thus are widely used along with
another image diagnostic apparatus.
[0003] An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus selects a
boundary or specific point of an object of interest (OOI)
displayed on an ultrasonic image, for diagnosing an in-
ternal OOI of a target object, and measures a distance
or area of the OOI.
[0004] In this case, when the OOI is insufficiently dis-
played or the boundary or the like of the OOI is not clearly
displayed, it is difficult to select a point or a region to be
measured, and for this reason, accuracy of measurement
is reduced.
[0005] A zoom window is known from document US
2011/0043434 A1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention provides an ultrasonic di-
agnostic apparatus and a method of operating the same,
which provide a scan conversion image enabling a user
to accurately select a measurement point of an object of
interest (OOI), thus increasing accuracy of measurement
of the OOI.
[0007] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method of operating an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus, according to claim 1.
[0008] The selecting of an ROI may include selecting
the ROI on a basis of a user input, wherein the user input
includes at least one of an input for selecting a certain
region in the ultrasonic image, an input of a coordinate
value of the certain region, and an input for selecting a
specific object included in the ultrasonic image.

[0009] The acquiring of a measurement value may in-
clude acquiring at least one measurement value of a dis-
tance, area, angle, and volume of an object of interest
included in the ROI.
[0010] The method may further include displaying the
measurement value.
[0011] The certain magnification may include a first
magnification and a second magnification, and the dis-
playing of a scan conversion image may include display-
ing a first scan conversion image scan-converted at the
first magnification and a second scan conversion image
scan-converted at the second magnification.
[0012] The method may further include displaying a
first measurement value acquired on a basis of the first
scan conversion image, a second measurement value
acquired on a basis of the second scan conversion im-
age, and a third value calculated on a basis of the first
and second measurement values.
[0013] The displaying of a scan conversion image may
include: detecting an edge of an OOI included in the ROI
on a basis of image data corresponding to the ROI; and
displaying the detected edge of the OOI in the scan con-
version image.
[0014] The detecting of an edge may include detecting
the edge of the OOI on a basis of first and second edge
detection techniques.
[0015] The displaying of a scan conversion image may
include displaying a first edge detection image, in which
a first edge detected by the first edge detection technique
is displayed in the scan conversion image, and a second
edge detection image in which a second edge detected
by the second edge detection technique is displayed in
the scan conversion image.
[0016] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided an ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus according to claim 8.
[0017] The user input unit may receive at least one of
an input for selecting a certain region in the ultrasonic
image, an input of a coordinate value of the certain region,
and an input for selecting a specific object included in
the ultrasonic image.
[0018] The controller may acquire at least one meas-
urement value of a distance, area, angle, and volume of
an object of interest included in the ROI.
[0019] The display unit may display the measurement
value.
[0020] The certain magnification may include a first
magnification and a second magnification, and the dis-
play unit may display a first scan conversion image scan-
converted at the first magnification and a second scan
conversion image scan-converted at the second magni-
fication.
[0021] The display unit may display a first measure-
ment value acquired on a basis of the first scan conver-
sion image, a second measurement value acquired on a
basis of the second scan conversion image, and a third
value calculated on a basis of the first and second meas-
urement values.
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[0022] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus may further
include an edge detection unit that detects an edge of an
OOI included in the ROI on a basis of image data corre-
sponding to the ROI, wherein the scan conversion image
includes the detected edge.
[0023] The edge detection unit may detect the edge of
the OOI on a basis of first and second edge detection
techniques.
[0024] The display unit may display a first edge detec-
tion image, in which a first edge detected by the first edge
detection technique is displayed in the scan conversion
image, and a second edge detection image in which a
second edge detected by the second edge detection
technique is displayed in the scan conversion image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] The above and other features and advantages
of the present invention will become more apparent by
describing in detail exemplary embodiments thereof with
reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of operating
an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 3 to 8 are diagrams for explaining the method
of operating the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus ac-
cording to the embodiment of FIG. 2;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method of operating
an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to an-
other embodiment of the present invention; and
FIGS. 10 and 11 are diagrams for explaining the
method of operating the ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus according to the other embodiment of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0026] All terms including descriptive or technical
terms which are used herein should be construed as hav-
ing meanings that are obvious to one of ordinary skill in
the art. However, the terms may have different meanings
according to an intention of one of ordinary skill in the
art, precedent cases, or the appearance of new technol-
ogies. Also, some terms may be arbitrarily selected by
the applicant, and in this case, the meaning of the se-
lected terms will be described in detail in the detailed
description of the invention. Thus, the terms used herein
have to be defined based on the meaning of the terms
together with the description throughout the specifica-
tion.
[0027] Also, when a part "includes" or "comprises" an
element, unless there is a particular description contrary
thereto, the part may further include other elements, not
excluding the other elements. Moreover, each of terms
such as "...unit" and "module" described in specification

denotes an element for performing at least one function
or operation, and may be implemented in hardware, soft-
ware or a combination of hardware and software.
[0028] The term "ultrasonic image" used herein de-
notes an image of a target object acquired by using an
ultrasonic wave. Also, the term "target object" used here-
in may include a person, an animal, a part of the person,
or a part of the animal. For example, an object may in-
clude an organ such as a liver, a heart, a womb, a brain,
breasts, an abdomen, or the like, or a blood vessel. Also,
the term "object" may include a phantom. The phantom
denotes a material having a volume that is very close to
a density and effective atomic number of an organism,
and may include a spherical phantom having a charac-
teristic similar to a physical body.
[0029] Moreover, the ultrasonic image may be imple-
mented in various ways. For example, the ultrasonic im-
age may be at least one of an amplitude (A) mode image,
a brightness (B) mode image, a color (C) mode image,
and a Doppler (D) mode image. Also, according to an
embodiment of the present invention, the ultrasonic im-
age may be a two-dimensional (2D) image or a three-
dimensional (3D) image.
[0030] Moreover, the "user" used herein is a medical
expert, and may be a doctor, a nurse, a medical technol-
ogist, a medical image expert, or the like, or may be an
engineer repairing a medical apparatus. However, the
user is not limited thereto.
[0031] The present invention will now be described
more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown. The invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the
concept of the invention to those of ordinary skill in the
art. In the following description, well-known functions or
constructions are not described in detail since they would
obscure the invention with unnecessary detail. Through-
out the specification, like reference numerals in the draw-
ings denote like elements.
[0032] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. The ul-
trasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention includes a probe 20,
an ultrasonic transceiver 100, an image processor 200,
a communicator 300, a memory 400, a user input unit
500, and a controller 600. The above-described elements
may be connected to each other through a bus 700.
[0033] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
be implemented as a portable type as well as a card type.
Examples of the portable diagnostic apparatuses may
include picture archiving and communication system
(PACS) viewers, smartphones, laptop computers, per-
sonal digital assistants (PDAs), tablet personal comput-
ers (PCs), etc., but are not limited thereto.
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[0034] The probe 20 irradiates an ultrasonic signal onto
a target object 10 according to a driving signal applied
from the ultrasonic transceiver 100, and receives an echo
signal reflected from the target object 10. The probe 20
includes a plurality of transducers, which vibrate accord-
ing to the applied driving signal to generate an ultrasonic
wave that is sound energy. Also, the probe 20 may be
connected to a body of the ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus 1000 in a wired or wireless manner, and the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus 1000 may include a plurality of the
probes 20 depending on an implementation type.
[0035] A transmission unit 110 supplies the driving sig-
nal to the probe 20, and includes a pulse generator 112,
a transmission delayer 114, and a pulser 116. The pulse
generator 112 generates a pulse used to generate a
transmission ultrasonic wave based on a pulse repetition
frequency (PRF), and the transmission delayer 114 ap-
plies a delay time, used to determine a transmission di-
rectionality, to the pulse. A plurality of the pulses with the
delay directionality applied thereto correspond to a plu-
rality of piezoelectric vibrators included in the probe, re-
spectively. The pulser 116 applies the driving signal (or
a driving pulse) to the probe 20 at a timing corresponding
to each of the pulses with the delay time applied thereto.
[0036] The reception unit 120 processes the echo sig-
nal received from the probe 20 to generate ultrasonic
data, and includes an amplifier 122, an analog-to-digital
converter (ADC) 124, a reception delayer 126, and an
adder 128. The amplifier 122 amplifies the echo signal
for each channel, and the ADC 124 converts the amplified
echo signal from analog to digital. The reception delayer
126 applies a delay time, used to determine a reception
directionality, to the digital-converted echo signal, and
the adder 128 adds a plurality of the echo signals proc-
essed by the reception delayer 166 to generate the ul-
trasonic data.
[0037] The image processor 200 performs a scan con-
version on the ultrasonic data generated by the ultrasonic
transceiver 100 to generate and display an ultrasonic im-
age.
[0038] Moreover, according to an embodiment of the
present invention, the image processor 200 may perform
a scan conversion that enlarges or reduces an image of
a certain region at a certain magnification, on the basis
of the ultrasonic data corresponding to the certain region
of the ultrasonic image.
[0039] In this case, the image processor 200 may per-
form the scan conversion such that a resolution of the
scan-converted image is the same as that of the ultra-
sonic image or has a value higher than that of the ultra-
sonic image. This will be described below with reference
to FIG. 5.
[0040] The ultrasonic image may display a motion of
a target object as a Doppler image in addition to a gray-
scale ultrasonic image that is generated by scanning the
target object according to the A mode, the B mode, and
a motion (M) mode. The Doppler image may include a
blood Doppler image (also called a color Doppler image)

indicating a flow of blood, a tissue Doppler image indi-
cating a motion of a tissue, and a spectral Doppler image
that displays a moving speed of the target object as a
waveform.
[0041] A B mode processor 212 extracts a B mode
component from the ultrasonic data to process the B
mode component. An image generation unit 220 may
generate an ultrasonic image that displays a signal in-
tensity as a brightness, on the basis of the B mode com-
ponent extracted by the B mode processor 212.
[0042] Similarly, a Doppler processor 214 may extract
a Doppler component from the ultrasonic data, and the
image generation unit 220 may generate a Doppler im-
age that displays a motion of a target object as a color
or a waveform, on the basis of the extracted Doppler
component.
[0043] The image generation unit 220 according to an
embodiment may perform a volume rendering operation
on volume data to generate a 3D ultrasonic image, and
may also generate an elastic image that displays a de-
gree of modification (based on a pressure) of a target
object 10 as an image. Furthermore, the image genera-
tion unit 220 may express various pieces of additional
information on the ultrasonic image as texts and graph-
ics. The generated ultrasonic image may be stored in a
memory 400.
[0044] The image processor 200 may further include
an edge detection unit 250.
[0045] The edge detection unit 250 may analyze the
ultrasonic data composing the ultrasonic image to detect
an edge. In this case, an edge detection method may
use a Sobel edge detection technique, a Prewitt edge
detection technique, a Roberts edge detection tech-
nique, a Laplacian edge detection technique, a compass
edge detection technique, or a Canny edge detection
technique, but is not limited thereto.
[0046] The edge detection unit 250 may be configured
with an edge detection filter based on each of the edge
detection techniques, and the edge detection filter may
include a mask based on each of the edge detection tech-
niques.
[0047] Moreover, as described above, the image gen-
eration unit 220 may generate an edge detection image
indicating an edge detected by the edge detection unit
250.
[0048] A display unit 230 displays the ultrasonic image
generated by the image generation unit 220. The display
unit 230 may display various pieces of information proc-
essed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000, in
addition to the ultrasonic image, on a screen through a
graphics user interface (GUI). The ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 1000 may include two or more display units
230 depending on an implementation type.
[0049] The display unit 230 include at least one of a
liquid crystal display (LCD), a thin film transistor-liquid
crystal display (TFT-LCD), an organic light-emitting di-
ode (OLED), a flexible display, a 3D display, and an elec-
trophoretic display.
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[0050] Moreover, when the display unit 230 and the
user input unit 500 are implemented as a touch screen
by forming a layer structure, the display unit 230 may be
used as an input unit that enables information to be input
by a user’s touch, in addition to an output unit.
[0051] The touch screen may be configured to detect
a touch pressure in addition to a touch input position and
a touched area. Also, the touch screen may be configured
to detect a proximity touch as well as a real touch.
[0052] Herein, the term "real touch" denotes a case in
which a pointer really touches a screen, and the term
"proximity touch" denotes a case in which the pointer
does not actually touch the screen but approaches a po-
sition which is separated from the screen by a certain
distance. The pointer used herein denotes a touch in-
strument for really touching or proximity-touching a spe-
cific portion of a displayed screen. Examples of the point-
er include an electronic pen, a finger, etc.
[0053] Although not shown, the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 1000 may include various sensors inside or
near the touch screen, for detecting a real touch or a
proximity touch on the touch screen. An example of a
sensor for sensing a touch of the touch screen is a tactile
sensor.
[0054] The tactile sensor denotes a sensor that senses
a touch by a specific object by a degree, in which a user
feels, or more. The tactile sensor may sense various piec-
es of information such as a roughness of a touched sur-
face, a stiffness of a touched object, a temperature of a
touched point, etc.
[0055] Moreover, an example of a sensor for sensing
a touch of the touch screen is a proximity sensor. The
proximity sensor denotes a sensor that detects an object
approaching a detection surface or an object near the
detection surface by using an electromagnetic force or
infrared light without any mechanical contact.
[0056] Examples of the proximity sensor include a
transmissive photosensor, a directly reflective photosen-
sor, a mirror reflective photosensor, a high frequency os-
cillation-type proximity sensor, a capacitive proximity
sensor, a magnetic proximity sensor, and an infrared
proximity sensor.
[0057] The communicator 300 is connected to a net-
work 30 in a wired or wireless manner to communicate
with an external device or server. The communicator 300
may exchange data with a hospital server or a medical
apparatus of a hospital which is connected thereto
through a medical image information system (PACS). Al-
so, the communicator 300 may perform data communi-
cation according to the digital imaging and communica-
tions in medicine (DICOM) standard.
[0058] The communicator 300 may transmit and re-
ceive data, such as an ultrasonic image, ultrasonic data,
Doppler data, etc. of a target object, associated with a
diagnosis of the target object over the network 30, and
may also transmit and receive a medical image captured
by a medical apparatus such as a computed tomography
(CT) apparatus, a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)

apparatus, or an X-ray apparatus. Furthermore, the com-
municator 300 may receive information on a diagnosis
history or treatment schedule of a patient from a server,
and use a diagnosis of a target object. In addition, the
communicator 300 may perform data communication
with a portable terminal of a doctor or a patient, in addition
to a server or medical apparatus of a hospital.
[0059] The communicator 300 may be connected to
the network 30 in a wired or wireless manner, and may
exchange data with a server 32, a medical apparatus 34,
or a portable terminal 36. The communicator 300 may
include one or more elements that enable communication
with an external device, and may, for example, include
a short-distance communication module 310, a wired
communication module 320, and a mobile communica-
tion module 330.
[0060] The short-distance communication module 310
denotes a module for short-distance communication
within a certain distance. In short-distance communica-
tion technology according to an embodiment of the
present invention, there may be wireless LAN, Wi-Fi,
Bluetooth, Zigbee, Wi-Fi direct (WFD), ultra wideband
(UWB), infrared data association (IrDA), Bluetooth low
energy (BLE), and near field communication (NFC), but
the short-distance communication technology is not lim-
ited thereto.
[0061] The wired communication module 320 denotes
a module for communication using an electrical signal or
an optical signal. Wired communication technology ac-
cording to an embodiment may include a pair cable, a
coaxial cable, an optical fiber cable, an Ethernet cable.
[0062] The mobile communication module 330 trans-
mits and receives a radio frequency (RF) signal to and
from a base station, an external terminal, and a server
over a mobile communication network. Here, the RF sig-
nal may include various types of data based on trans-
mission and reception of a voice call signal, a video call
signal, or a letter/multimedia message.
[0063] The memory 400 stores various pieces of infor-
mation processed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000. For example, the memory 400 may store medical
data, such as input/output ultrasonic data and ultrasonic
images, associated with a diagnosis of a target object,
and may also store an algorithm or a program which is
executed in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000.
[0064] The memory 400 may be configured with vari-
ous kinds of storage mediums such as a flash memory,
a hard disk, an EEPROM, etc. Also, the ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus 1000 may operate a web storage or a
cloud server which performs a storage function of the
memory 400 on a web.
[0065] The user input unit 500 generates input data
which is input by a user for controlling an operation of
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000. The user input
unit 500 may include hardware elements such as a key-
pad, a mouse, a touch pad, a trackball, a jog switch, but
is not limited thereto. As another example, the user input
unit 500 may further include various sensors such as an
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electrocardiogram (ECG) measurement module, a
breath measurement sensor, a voice recognition sensor,
a gesture recognition sensor, a fingerprint recognition
sensor, an iris recognition sensor, a depth sensor, a dis-
tance sensor, etc.
[0066] In particular, the user input unit 500 may further
include the touch screen in which the touch pad and the
display unit 230 form the layer structure.
[0067] In this case, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may display a specific mode ultrasonic image and
a control panel for an ultrasonic image, on the touch
screen. In addition, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may sense a user’s touch gesture for an ultrasonic
image through the touch screen.
[0068] Examples of a user’s touch gesture described
herein may include a tap, a touch and hold, a double tap,
a drag, panning, a flick, a drag and drop, a swipe, and a
pinch.
[0069] The term "tap" denotes a motion in which a user
touches a screen with a finger or an electronic pen, and
immediately raises the finger or the electronic pen without
moving.
[0070] The term "touch and hold" denotes a motion in
which a user touches a screen with a finger or an elec-
tronic pen, and maintains the touch for a threshold period
of time (for example, two seconds) or longer. That is, the
"touch and hold" denotes a case in which a time differ-
ence between a touch-in time and a touch-out time is
equal to or longer than the threshold period of time (for
example, two seconds). When the touch input is main-
tained for the threshold period of time or longer in order
for the user to determine whether the user input is the
tap or the touch and hold, a feedback signal may be pro-
vided visually, acoustically, or tactually. The threshold
time may be changed depending an implementation ex-
ample.
[0071] The term "double tap" denotes a motion in which
a user touches a screen twice with a finger or an elec-
tronic pen.
[0072] The term "drag" denotes a motion in which a
user touches a screen with a finger or an electronic pen,
and, with the user maintaining the touch, the user moves
the finger or the electronic pen to a different position of
the screen. Due to the drag motion, an object is moved,
or a panning motion to be described below is performed.
[0073] The "panning" denotes a case in which a user
performs the drag motion without selecting an object. In
the panning, since a specific object is not selected, an
object does not move in a page, and the page itself moves
in a screen, or a group of objects moves in the page.
[0074] The term "flick" denotes a motion in which a
user performs a drag motion with a finger or an electronic
pen at a threshold speed (for example, 100 pixels/s) or
more. The drag (or the panning) and the flick may be
determined according to whether a moving speed of the
finger or electronic pen is equal to or higher than the
threshold speed (for example, 100 pixels/s).
[0075] The term "drag and drop" denotes a motion in

which a user drags an object to a certain position of a
screen with a finger or an electronic pen.
[0076] The term "pinch" denotes a motion in which a
user touches a screen with two fingers and moves the
two fingers in a different direction. The pinch is a gesture
for enlarging (pinch open) or reducing (pinch close) an
object or a page, and an enlargement value or a reduction
value is determined according to a distance between the
two fingers.
[0077] The term "swipe" denotes a motion in which a
user touches an object on a screen with a finger or an
electronic pen, and moves the object by a certain dis-
tance in a horizontal or vertical direction. A motion in a
diagonal direction may not be recognized as a swipe
event.
[0078] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention may
physically include some buttons, frequently used by a
user, from among a plurality of buttons included in a con-
trol panel of general ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses,
and the other buttons may be provided through a type of
GUI on the touch screen.
[0079] The controller 600 controls an overall operation
of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000. That is, the
controller 600 may control operations between the probe
20, the ultrasonic transceiver 100, the image processor
200, the communicator 300, the memory 400, and the
user input unit 500 which are illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0080] Some or all of the probe 20, the ultrasonic trans-
ceiver 100, the image processor 200, the communicator
300, the memory 400, the user input unit 500, and the
controller 600 may be operated by a software module,
but are not limited thereto. Some of the above-described
elements may be operated by a hardware module. Also,
at least some of the ultrasonic transceiver 100, the image
processor 200, and the communicator 300 may be in-
cluded in the controller 600, but are not limited to the
implementation type.
[0081] The block diagram of the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 1000 of FIG. 1 is a block diagram according
to an embodiment of the present invention. The elements
of the block diagram may be integrated, added, or omitted
depending on a specification of an actually implemented
cache memory system. That is, depending on the case,
two or more elements may be integrated into one ele-
ment, or one element may be subdivided into two or more
elements. Also, a function performed by each element is
for describing an embodiment of the present invention,
and each element or a detailed operation thereof does
not limit the scope and spirit of the present invention.
[0082] FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of op-
erating the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention.
[0083] Referring to FIG. 2, the ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus 1000 displays an ultrasonic image 3100 (see
FIG. 3), which is generated on the basis of acquired ul-
trasonic data, in the display unit 230 in operation S2100.
Here, the ultrasonic image 3100, as illustrated in FIG. 3,

9 10 



EP 2 818 115 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

may be the B mode ultrasonic image, but is not limited
thereto.
[0084] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
select a region of interest (ROI) 3200 in the ultrasonic
image 3100 in operation S2200.
[0085] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
automatically select the ROI, or may select the ROI on
the basis of a user input.
[0086] Here, the user input may be an input using an
input unit such as a mouse or a keypad, and when the
display unit 230 is configured with the touch screen, the
touch input may be a touch input using a touch instrument
(for example, a finger, an electronic pen, or the like).
[0087] The user input may be an input for selecting a
certain region in an ultrasonic image. Alternatively, the
user input may be an input for selecting a specific object
in the ultrasonic image, in which case a certain region
including the selected specific object may be selected as
an ROI 3200 (see FIG. 3).
[0088] Alternatively, the user input may be an input of
a coordinate value of a certain region in the ultrasonic
image.
[0089] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the selected ROI 3200
may be displayed by the display unit 230.
[0090] Referring again to FIG. 2, the ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus 1000 may perform a scan conversion
that enlarges or reduces an image corresponding to the
selected ROI at a certain magnification, and display the
scan-converted image in operation S2300.
[0091] Here, the certain magnification may be a mag-
nification predetermined by the ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus 1000 or an external server, or may be a magni-
fication that is input by a user.
[0092] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, when the
ROI 3200 is selected, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may display a menu window 3300. At this time, the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may receive a se-
lection or an input at a certain magnification through the
menu window 3300. Also, a plurality of certain magnifi-
cations may be selected or input.
[0093] In FIG. 3, the menu window 3300 is illustrated
as being displayed as a popup window, but is not limited
thereto. The menu window 3300 may be displayed by a
separate display unit (not shown).
[0094] The image processor 200 may perform a scan
conversion such that the image corresponding to the ROI
is enlarged or reduced at a certain magnification.
[0095] For example, when an ROI and a certain mag-
nification are selected and an input for selecting a scan
conversion button 3400 is received, the image processor
200 may perform a scan conversion such that an image
corresponding to the selected ROI is enlarged or reduced
at the selected magnification.
[0096] At this time, the image processor 200 may per-
form the scan conversion such that a resolution of the
scan-converted image is the same as that of the ultra-
sonic image or has a value higher than that of the ultra-

sonic image.
[0097] For example, referring to FIG. 4, an image 4100
corresponding to an ROI in an ultrasonic image may be
composed of sixteen (= 4*4) pixel values (in the drawing,
one tetragonal shape indicates one pixel). In this case,
when performing a scan conversion that enlarges the
image 4100 corresponding to the ROI by two times, a
first region A1 of the image 4100 corresponding to the
ROI may correspond to a second region A2 of an en-
larged image 4200, in the ultrasonic image.
[0098] Therefore, a first region A1 is composed of one
pixel (in the drawing, one tetragonal shape), and a sec-
ond region A2 is composed of four (= 2*2) pixel values
(in the drawing, four tetragonal shapes).
[0099] Therefore, the first region A1 includes a first pix-
el value P1, and the second region A2 includes second
to fifth pixel values P2 to P5.
[0100] In this case, the image processor 200 does not
set the second to fifth pixel values P2 to P5 to the same
value as the first pixel value P1, and may set the second
to fifth pixel values P2 to P5 to different pixel values.
[0101] Accordingly, a resolution of the enlarged image
4200 may have the same value as a resolution of the
image 4100 corresponding to the ROI in the ultrasonic
image.
[0102] When an ultrasonic image is enlarged by n
times, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention performs
a scan conversion for generating an enlarged image hav-
ing n2 times the pixel values, thus maintaining a resolu-
tion of the enlarged image.
[0103] Alternatively, the ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus 1000 may further increase the number of pixel values
composing an enlarged image to perform a scan conver-
sion, thus enabling the resolution of the enlarged image
to have a value higher than a resolution of an image cor-
responding to an ROI in an ultrasonic image.
[0104] The scan conversion method has been de-
scribed above as merely an example, and is not limited
thereto. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
perform a scan conversion by using various methods.
[0105] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 dis-
plays a scan conversion image and a certain magnifica-
tion in the display unit 230.
[0106] At this time, when a plurality of certain magnifi-
cations are selected, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may perform a scan conversion that enlarges or
reduces an image corresponding to an ROI at the select-
ed magnifications, and display the scan-converted image
in the display unit 230.
[0107] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 5, when first
to fourth magnifications are selected, the ultrasonic di-
agnostic apparatus 1000 may sequentially display a first
scan conversion image 5100 scan-converted at the first
magnification, a second scan conversion image 5200
scan-converted at the second magnification, a third scan
conversion image 5300 scan-converted at the third mag-
nification, and a fourth scan conversion image 5400
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scan-converted at the first magnification in the display
unit 230.
[0108] In FIG. 5, it is illustrated that the ultrasonic di-
agnostic apparatus 1000 displays a plurality of the scan
conversion images 5100, 5200, 5300 and 5400 in a
lengthwise direction at a right side of the ultrasonic image,
but the present invention is not limited thereto. The ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may display the plurality
of scan conversion images 5100, 5200, 5300 and 5400
in various regions such as an upper side, left side, and
lower side of the ultrasonic image.
[0109] Moreover, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may display the plurality of scan conversion images
5100, 5200, 5300 and 5400 and magnifications 5150,
5250, 5350 and 5450 in a one-to-one correspondence
relationship. At this time, the ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus 1000 may display a magnification in one region of
a scan conversion image.
[0110] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
acquire a measurement value of an ROI on the basis of
the scan conversion images in operation S2400.
[0111] At this time, the most suitable image for meas-
uring an object of interest (OOI) can be selected from
among the plurality of images scan-converted at the re-
spective magnifications.
[0112] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
acquire a measurement value of the OOI on the basis of
the selected scan conversion image.
[0113] In measuring the OOI, an image reduced to a
certain magnification may be more suitable, or an image
enlarged to a certain magnification may be more suitable,
depending on a kind of OOI and a kind of numerical value
to be measured.
[0114] As illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7, when a user
selects the most suitable third scan conversion image
5300 from among several enlarged/reduced scan con-
version images (the first to fourth scan conversion imag-
es), the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may ac-
quire a measurement value of an OOI on the basis of the
third scan conversion image 5300.
[0115] Alternatively, the ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus 1000 may automatically select a scan conversion im-
age on the basis of a kind of OOI and a kind of numerical
value to be measured, and may measure a numerical
value of the OOI on the basis of the selected scan con-
version image.
[0116] Therefore, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 can select the most suitable scan conversion im-
age, and may accurately measure an OOI.
[0117] Measurement values of an ROI may include at
least one of a distance, an area, an angle, and a volume
of an OOI included in the ROI, but is not limited thereto.
For another example, the measurement values of the
ROI may include various numerical values, such as a
circumference of the ROI, necessary for a diagnosis.
[0118] For example, as illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7, the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may display a
measurement menu window 6500 including at least one

of a distance measurement button 6100, an area meas-
urement button 6200, an angle measurement button
6300, and a volume measurement button 6400.
[0119] As illustrated in FIG. 6, when the user selects
the distance measurement button 6100, a first point 6600
and a second point 6700 may be selected by an input
unit such as a mouse or a touch instrument. Alternatively,
coordinate values of the first and second points 6600 and
6700 may be input.
[0120] At this time, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may measure a distance between the first and sec-
ond points 6600 and 6700, and display the measured
distance 6800 in the scan conversion image 5300.
[0121] As illustrated in FIG. 7, when the user selects
the area measurement button 6200, a specific region
7100 of a scan conversion image may be selected by the
input unit such as the mouse or the touch instrument.
Alternatively, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000
may automatically select the specific region 7100 on the
basis of a shape of an OOI.
[0122] At this time, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may measure an area of the selected region, and
display the measured area 7200 in the scan conversion
image 5300.
[0123] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 1000 may acquire a measurement value of an
OOI from each of the plurality of images 5100, 5200,
5300 and 5400 scan-converted according to the respec-
tive magnifications.
[0124] For example, when the user selects first and
second points from the second scan conversion image
5200, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
measure and display a first distance d1 between the first
and second points.
[0125] Moreover, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may measure second to fourth distances d2 to d4,
corresponding to the first distance d1, from the respective
first, third, and fourth scan conversion images 5100, 5300
and 5400, and display the measured distance values.
[0126] When a plurality of measurement values are re-
spectively acquired from a plurality of scan conversion
images, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
further display a value which is calculated on the basis
of the acquired plurality of measurement values.
[0127] For example, the ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus 1000 may display variously calculated values such
as an average value, variance, and standard deviation
of a first measurement value measured from the first scan
conversion image 5100, a second measurement value
measured from the second scan conversion image 5200,
a third value measured from the third scan conversion
image 5300, and a fourth measurement value measured
from the fourth scan conversion image 5400.
[0128] Therefore, the user compares the values meas-
ured and the values calculated from the respective scan
conversion images, thus acquiring an accurate measure-
ment value of an OOI.
[0129] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method of op-
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erating the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to
another embodiment of the present invention.
[0130] Referring to FIG. 9, the ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus 1000 displays an ultrasonic image, which is gen-
erated on the basis of acquired ultrasonic data, in the
display unit 230 in operation S9100. Operation S9100
corresponds to operation S2100 of FIG. 2, and thus, a
detailed description thereof will not be provided here.
[0131] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
select the ROI 3200 in the ultrasonic image 3100 in op-
eration S9200.
[0132] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
automatically select the ROI, or may select the ROI on
the basis of a user input.
[0133] Operation S9200 corresponds to operation
S2200 of FIG. 2, and thus, a detailed description thereof
will not be provided here.
[0134] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
detect an edge of the OOI included in the ROI on the
basis of image data corresponding to the selected ROI,
and display an edge detection image indicating the de-
tected edge in operation S9300.
[0135] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 10, when a
user input for selecting an edge detection button 8100 is
received, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
detect the edge of the OOI included in the selected ROI.
[0136] The edge of the ROI may be a portion in which
a color or a brightness shown in an image in the ROI is
rapidly changed. For example, the edge may be a portion
in which a brightness of an image is changed from a low
value to a high value or from the high value to the low
value.
[0137] Therefore, the edge may be located at a dis-
continuous point of pixel values composing an image or
a discontinuous value of pixel differentiation values.
[0138] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
detect an edge of an OOI included in an ROI by using
the edge features. The edge of the OOI notifies informa-
tion on a position, shape, and size of the OOI.
[0139] The edge detection unit 250 analyzes image
data corresponding to the ROI to detect the edge of the
OOI included in the ROI. In this case, the edge detection
unit 250 may detect the edge by using the Sobel edge
detection technique, the Prewitt edge detection tech-
nique, the Roberts edge detection technique, the Lapla-
cian edge detection technique, the compass edge detec-
tion technique, or the Canny edge detection technique
as an edge detection method.
[0140] However, the edge detection unit 250 does not
restrictedly use the above-described detection tech-
niques, and in addition, may use a generally known edge
detection technique.
[0141] The edge detection unit 250 may be configured
with an edge filter based on the techniques, and may
include a mask.
[0142] For example, a Sobel edge filter detects an
edge on the basis of a value which is obtained by differ-

entiating image data on each of an x-axis and a y-axis
one time by using a primary differential operator.
[0143] A mask of the Sobel edge filter may extract edg-
es in all directions, and average a plurality of protruding
pixel values. Accordingly, the Sobel edge filter is robust
to noise, and more sensitively reacts to a diagonal-direc-
tion edge than a vertical-direction edge and a horizontal-
direction edge.
[0144] A Prewitt edge filter shows an almost same re-
sult value as that of the Sobel edge filter, and has a short-
er response time than the Sobel edge filter. Also, a mask
of the Prewitt edge filter places lower weight on a bright-
ness change than the mask of the Sobel edge filter, and
thus, in extracting an edge, the Prewitt edge filter allows
the edge to have low weight.
[0145] A Roberts edge filter is a very sensitive filter,
and has a fast calculation speed. Also, a mask of the
Roberts edge filter has a smaller size than the masks of
the other edge filters, and thus, the Roberts edge filter is
vulnerable to noise because it is unable to average a
plurality of protruding pixel values.
[0146] A compass edge filter extracts an edge by using
the maximum slope value of eight slopes.
[0147] A Laplacian edge filter uses a secondary differ-
ential operator, and has a fast calculation speed. Also, a
mask of the Laplacian edge filter may extract edges in
all directions. The Laplacian edge filter removes values
corresponding to a low frequency component, and allows
high frequency components to be more clearly shown,
thus detecting a sharp edge compared to the other edge
filters.
[0148] A Canny edge filter finds a point, in which a dark-
ness and brightness change is greater than the other
points, in an input image, and detects an edge in a
scheme that traces the found point and extracts a plurality
of points of a line formed by the trace. The Canny edge
filter is a filter which satisfies a detectability (an ability to
detect all real edges), a locality (minimizing a difference
between a real edge and a detected edge), and a respon-
sibility (a single response to each edge), and may be
configured with a four-stage algorithm.
[0149] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
display an edge detection image indicating a detected
edge.
[0150] The edge detection image is an image in which
the edge of the OOI detected by the edge detection unit
250 is displayed.
[0151] In this case, the edge detection image may be
an image displaying an edge detected from an image
which is generated by enlarging an ultrasonic image cor-
responding to an ROI at a certain magnification.
[0152] For example, the image processor 200 may per-
form a scan conversion that enlarges an ultrasonic image
corresponding to an ROI at a certain magnification. The
scan conversion has been described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 2 and 3, and thus, a detailed description
thereof will not be provided here.
[0153] Subsequently, the edge detection unit 250 may
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detect an edge on the basis of the scan conversion image
data. Here, the certain magnification may be a predeter-
mined magnification or a magnification input from a user.
[0154] The above description has been made on a
case in which the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000
displays an edge detected from an image which is gen-
erated by enlarging an image of an ROI at a certain mag-
nification, but the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000
is not limited thereto. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may display an edge detected from an image which
is generated by reducing the image of the ROI at a certain
magnification.
[0155] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000, as
described above, may display a plurality of edge detec-
tion images 8200, 8300, 8400 and 8500. The plurality of
edge detection images 8200, 8300, 8400 and 8500 may
be images indicating respective edges that are detected
by different edge detection methods.
[0156] For example, a first edge detection image 8200
may be an edge detection image which is generated by
using the Sobel edge detection technique, and a second
edge detection image 8300 may be an edge detection
image which is generated by using the Canny edge de-
tection technique.
[0157] Moreover, the other third and fourth edge de-
tection images 8400 and 8500 may be edge detection
images which are generated by different edge detection
techniques.
[0158] An edge detection image may be an image
which is generated by combining an edge, detected by
an edge detection technique, and the original image of
an ROI.
[0159] The edge detection image generated by com-
bining the detected edge and the original image of the
ROI may indicate a similarity between the edge detected
by the edge detection technique and an edge of the ROI
shown in the original image.
[0160] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
acquire a measurement value of the ROI on the basis of
the edge detection image in operation S9400.
[0161] The user may select the most suitable image
for measuring an OOI from among the edge detection
images based on the respective edge detection tech-
niques.
[0162] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
acquire a measurement value of the OOI on the basis of
the selected image.
[0163] Measurement values of an ROI may include at
least one of a distance, an area, an angle, and a volume
of an OOI included in the ROI, but is not limited thereto.
As another example, the measurement values of the ROI
may include various numerical values, such as a circum-
ference of the ROI, necessary for a diagnosis.
[0164] An edge detection image clearly shows an edge
of an OOI included in an ROI, and thus, the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus 1000 may accurately measure a
distance, an area, an angle, and a volume of the OOI on
the basis of the edge shown in the edge detection image.

[0165] For example, as illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11,
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may display a
measurement menu window 8600 including at least one
of a distance measurement button 8610, an area meas-
urement button 8620, an angle measurement button
8630, and a volume measurement button 8640.
[0166] At this time, when an input for selecting the area
measurement button 8620 is received, as illustrated in
FIG. 11, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
automatically extract a closed curve 8700 along the edge
of the OOI detected from the edge detection image, and
display the closed curve 8700.
[0167] Therefore, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may measure an area of a region enclosed by the
closed curve 8700.
[0168] In addition, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 can accurately measure a distance, angle, or vol-
ume of the OOI on the basis of the edge shown in the
edge detection image.
[0169] Moreover, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1000 may display a measurement value 8750 in the dis-
play unit 230.
[0170] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may
acquire a measurement value of an OOI from each of a
plurality of edge detection images. In this case, the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus 1000 may display the ac-
quired plurality of measure values, and may further dis-
play a value which is calculated on the basis of the ac-
quired plurality of measurement values.
[0171] For example, the ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus 1000 may display variously calculated values such
as an average value, a variance, and a standard deviation
of a first measurement value measured from the first edge
detection image 8200, a second measurement value
measured from the second edge detection image 8300,
a third value measured from the third edge detection im-
age 8400, and a fourth measurement value measured
from the fourth edge detection image 8500.
[0172] Therefore, the user may compare the values
measured and the values calculated from the respective
edge detection images, thus acquiring an accurate meas-
urement value of an OOI.
[0173] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus and the
method of operating the same according to the present
invention may also be embodied as computer readable
codes on a computer readable recording medium. The
computer readable recording medium is any data storage
device that can store data which can be thereafter read
by a computer system. Examples of the computer read-
able recording medium include read-only memory
(ROM), random-access memory (RAM), CD-ROMs,
magnetic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data storage.
The computer readable recording medium can also be
distributed over network coupled computer systems so
that the computer readable code may be stored and ex-
ecuted in a distributed fashion.
[0174] While the present invention has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to exemplary
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embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the
scope of the present invention as defined by the following
claims.

Claims

1. A method of operating an ultrasonic diagnostic ap-
paratus (1000), the method comprising:

displaying an ultrasonic image in a first region
of a display unit (230);
selecting a region of interest (ROI) in the ultra-
sonic image;
displaying a first scan conversion image and a
second scan conversion image in a second re-
gion, wherein the first scan conversion image is
generated by enlarging or reducing the image
portion corresponding to the selected ROI at a
first magnification and the second scan conver-
sion image is generated by enlarging or reducing
said image portion at a second magnification;
and
acquiring a first measurement value of an object
of interest in the ROI on the basis of the first
scan conversion image, acquiring a second
measurement value of the object of interest in
the ROI on the basis of the second scan con-
version image, and acquiring a third value cal-
culated on the basis of the first and second
measurement values,
wherein the resolution of the scan conversion
images is equal to or higher than resolution of
the ultrasonic image.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting of the
ROI comprises selecting the ROI on the basis of a
user input,
wherein the user input comprises at least one of an
input for selecting a predefined region in the ultra-
sonic image, an input of a coordinate value of the
certain region, and an input for selecting a specific
object included in the ultrasonic image.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the acquiring of the
first measurement value and the second measure-
ment value comprises acquiring at least one meas-
urement value of a distance, an area, an angle, and
a volume of the object of interest included in the ROI.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the third value in-
cludes at least one of an average value, variance,
and standard deviation of the first measurement val-
ue and second measurement value.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the

first scan conversion image and the second scan
conversion image comprises:

detecting an edge of the object of interest includ-
ed in the ROI on the basis of image data corre-
sponding to the ROI; and
displaying the detected edge of the object of in-
terest on at least one of the first scan conversion
image and the second scan conversion image.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the detecting of the
edge comprises detecting the edge of the object of
interest on the basis of first and second edge detec-
tion techniques.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the displaying of the
first scan conversion image and the second scan
conversion image comprises displaying a first edge
detection image, in which a first edge detected by
the first edge detection technique is displayed on at
least one of the first scan conversion image and the
second scan conversion image, and a second edge
detection image in which a second edge detected
by the second edge detection technique is displayed
on at least one of the first scan conversion image
and the second scan conversion image.

8. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus (1000) compris-
ing:

a user input unit (500) that receives a user input
for selecting a region of interest (ROI) in an ul-
trasonic image;
an image processor (200) that is configured to
generate a first scan conversion image by en-
larging or reducing an image portion corre-
sponding to the ROI selected by the user input
at a first magnification and to generate the sec-
ond scan conversion image by enlarging or re-
ducing said image portion at a second magnifi-
cation;
a display unit (230) that is configured to display
the first scan conversion image and the second
scan conversion image; and
a controller (600) that is configured to acquire a
first measurement value of an object of interest
in the ROI on the basis of the first scan conver-
sion image, acquires a second measurement
value of the object of interest in the ROI on the
basis of the second scan conversion image, and
acquires a third value calculated on the basis of
the first and second measurement values,
wherein the resolution of the scan-converted im-
age is equal to or higher than the resolution of
the ultrasonic image.

9. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus (1000) of claim
8, wherein the user input unit (500) receives at least
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one of an input for selecting a predefined region in
the ultrasonic image, an input of a coordinate value
of said region, and an input for selecting a specific
object included in the ultrasonic image.

10. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus (1000) of claim
8, wherein the controller (600) is configured to ac-
quire at least one measurement value of a distance,
an area, an angle, and a volume of an object of in-
terest included in the ROI.

11. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus (1000) of claim
8, wherein the third value includes at least one of an
average value, variance, and standard deviation of
the first measurement value and second measure-
ment value.

12. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus (1000) of claim
8, further comprising an edge detection unit (250)
that detects the edge of the object of interest included
in the ROI on the basis of image data corresponding
to the ROI, wherein at least one of the first scan con-
version image and the second scan conversion im-
age includes the detected edge.

13. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus (1000) of claim
12, wherein the edge detection unit (250) detects the
edge of the object of interest on a basis of first and
second edge detection techniques.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Betreiben einer Ultraschalldiagnose-
vorrichtung (1000), wobei das Verfahren Folgendes
aufweist:

Anzeigen eines Ultraschallbilds in einem ersten
Bereich einer Anzeigeeinheit (230);
Auswählen eines interessierenden Bereichs
(ROI) in dem Ultraschallbild;
Anzeigen eines ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds
und eines zweiten Scanumwandlungsbilds in ei-
nem zweiten Bereich, wobei das erste Scanum-
wandlungsbild durch Vergrößern oder Verklei-
nern des Bildbereichs erzeugt wird, der dem
ausgewählten ROI bei einer ersten Vergröße-
rung entspricht, und wobei das zweite Scanum-
wandlungsbild durch Vergrößern oder Verklei-
nern des Bildbereichs bei einer zweiten Vergrö-
ßerung erzeugt wird; und
Erlangen eines ersten Messwerts eines interes-
sierenden Objekts in dem ROI auf der Basis des
ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds, Erlangen eines
zweiten Messwerts des interessierenden Ob-
jekts in dem ROI auf der Basis des zweiten
Scanumwandlungsbilds und Erlangen eines
dritten Werts, der auf der Basis der ersten und

zweiten Messwerte berechnet wird,
wobei die Auflösung der Scanumwandlungsbil-
der gleich oder höher als die Auflösung des Ul-
traschallbilds ist.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Auswählen
des ROI das Auswählen des ROI auf der Basis einer
Benutzereingabe aufweist,
wobei die Benutzereingabe wenigstens eine einer
Eingabe zum Auswählen eines vorbestimmten Be-
reichs in dem Ultraschallbild, einer Eingabe eines
Koordinatenwerts des bestimmten Bereichs und ei-
ne Eingabe zum Auswählen eines spezifischen Ob-
jekts aufweist, das in dem Ultraschallbild beinhaltet
ist.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Erlangen des
ersten Messwerts und des zweiten Messwerts das
Erlangen wenigstens eines Messwerts eines Ab-
stands, einer Fläche, eines Winkels und eines Vo-
lumens des interessierenden Objekts aufweist, das
in dem ROI enthalten ist.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der dritte Wert
wenigstens einen eines Durchschnittswerts, einer
Varianz und einer Standardabweichung des ersten
Messwerts und des zweiten Messwerts beinhaltet.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Anzeigen
des ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds und des zweiten
Scanumwandlungsbilds Folgendes aufweist:

Detektieren eines Rands des in dem ROI ent-
haltenen, interessierenden Objekts auf der Ba-
sis von Bilddaten, die dem ROI entsprechen;
und
Anzeigen des detektierten Rands des interes-
sierenden Objekts auf wenigstens einem des
ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds und des zweiten
Scanumwandlungsbilds.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Detektieren
des Rands das Detektieren des Rands des interes-
sierenden Objekts auf der Basis von ersten und
zweiten Randdetektionstechniken aufweist.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei das Anzeigen
des ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds und des zweiten
Scanumwandlungsbilds das Anzeigen eines ersten
Randdetektionsbilds, in dem ein durch die erste
Randdetektionstechnik detektierter erster Rand auf
wenigstens einem des ersten Scanumwandlungs-
bilds und des zweiten Scanumwandlungsbilds an-
gezeigt wird, und eines zweiten Randdetektionsbilds
aufweist, in welchem ein durch die zweite Randde-
tektionstechnik detektierter zweiter Rand auf we-
nigstens einem des ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds
und des zweiten Scanumwandlungsbilds angezeigt
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wird.

8. Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (1000), welches
Folgendes aufweist:

eine Benutzereingabeeinheit (500), welche eine
Benutzereingabe zum Auswählen eines interes-
sierenden Bereichs (ROI) in einem Ultraschall-
bild empfängt;
einen Bildprozessor (200), der dafür vorgese-
hen ist, ein erstes Scanumwandlungsbild durch
Vergrößern oder Verkleinern eines dem durch
die Benutzereingabe bei einer ersten Vergröße-
rung ausgewählten ROI entsprechenden Bild-
bereichs zu erzeugen und das zweite Scanum-
wandlungsbild durch Vergrößern oder Verklei-
nern des Bildbereichs bei einer zweiten Vergrö-
ßerung zu erzeugen;
eine Anzeigeeinheit (230), die dafür vorgesehen
ist, das erste Scanumwandlungsbild und das
zweite Scanumwandlungsbild anzuzeigen; und
eine Steuereinrichtung (600), die dafür vorge-
sehen ist, einen ersten Messwert eines interes-
sierenden Objekts in dem ROI auf der Basis des
ersten Scanumwandlungsbilds zu erlangen, ei-
nen zweiten Messwert des interessierenden
Objekts in dem ROI auf der Basis des zweiten
Scanumwandlungsbilds zu erlangen und einen
dritten Wert, der auf der Basis der ersten und
zweiten Messwerte berechnet ist, zu erlangen,
wobei die Auflösung der Scanumwandlungsbil-
der gleich oder höher als die Auflösung des Ul-
traschallbilds ist.

9. Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (1000) nach An-
spruch 8, wobei die Benutzereingabeeinheit (500)
wenigstens eine einer Eingabe zum Auswählen ei-
nes vorbestimmten Bereichs in dem Ultraschallbild,
einer Eingabe eines Koordinatenwerts des Bereichs
und einer Eingabe zum Auswählen eines spezifi-
schen Objekts, das in dem Ultraschallbild enthalten
ist, empfängt.

10. Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (1000) nach An-
spruch 8, wobei die Steuereinrichtung (600) dafür
vorgesehen ist, wenigstens einen Messwert eines
Abstands, einer Fläche, eines Winkels und eines Vo-
lumens eines interessierenden Objekts, das in dem
ROI enthalten ist, zu erlangen.

11. Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (1000) nach An-
spruch 8, wobei der dritte Wert wenigstens einen
eines Durchschnittswerts, einer Varianz und einer
Standardabweichung des ersten Messwerts und des
zweiten Messwerts beinhaltet.

12. Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (1000) nach An-
spruch 8, welche des Weiteren eine Randdetektier-

einheit (250) aufweist, welche den Rand des in dem
ROI enthaltenen interessierenden Objekts auf der
Basis von dem ROI entsprechenden Bilddaten de-
tektiert, wobei wenigstens eines des ersten Scan-
umwandlungsbilds und des zweiten Scanumwand-
lungsbilds den detektierten Rand beinhaltet.

13. Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung (1000) nach An-
spruch 12, wobei die Randdetektiereinheit (250) den
Rand des interessierenden Objekts auf einer Basis
von ersten und zweiten Randdetektiertechniken de-
tektiert.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour utiliser un appareil (1000) de diagnos-
tic ultrasonique, le procédé comportant :

l’affichage d’une image ultrasonique dans une
première zone d’une unité d’affichage (230) ;
la sélection d’une zone d’intérêt (ROI) sur l’ima-
ge ultrasonique ;
l’affichage d’une première image de conversion
scannée et d’une seconde image de conversion
scannée dans une deuxième zone, dans lequel
la première image de conversion scannée est
générée par élargissement ou réduction de la
portion d’image correspondant à la ROI sélec-
tionnée avec une premier agrandissement et la
seconde image de conversion scannée est gé-
nérée par élargissement ou réduction de ladite
portion d’image avec un second
agrandissement ; et
l’acquisition d’une première valeur de mesure
d’un objet d’intérêt dans la ROI sur la base de
la première image de conversion scannée, l’ac-
quisition d’une deuxième valeur de mesure d’un
objet d’intérêt dans la ROI sur la base de la se-
conde image de conversion scannée, et l’acqui-
sition d’une troisième valeur calculée sur la base
des première et seconde valeurs de mesures,
dans lequel la résolution des images de conver-
sion scannées est égale ou supérieure à la ré-
solution de l’image ultrasonique.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la sé-
lection de la ROI comporte la sélection de la ROI sur
la base d’une donnée entrante d’un utilisateur,
dans lequel la donnée entrante de l’utilisateur com-
porte au moins une donnée pour sélectionner une
zone prédéfinie de l’image ultrasonique, une donnée
d’une valeur de coordonnées de ladite zone définie
et une donnée pour sélectionner un objet spécifique
contenue dans l’image ultrasonique.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’ac-
quisition de la première valeur de mesure et de la

23 24 



EP 2 818 115 B1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

deuxième valeur de mesure comprend l’acquisition
d’au moins une valeur de mesure d’une distance,
d’une surface, d’un angle et d’un volume de l’objet
d’intérêt contenu dans la ROI.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la troi-
sième valeur comprend au moins une valeur moyen-
ne, une variation et une déviation standard de la pre-
mière valeur de mesure et de la deuxième valeur de
mesure.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’affi-
chage de la première image de conversion scannée
et de la seconde image de conversion scannée
comprend :

la détection d’un bord de l’objet d’intérêt contenu
dans la ROI, sur la base de données image cor-
respondant à la ROI ; et
l’affichage du bord détecté de l’objet d’intérêt
sur au moins une parmi la première image de
conversion scannée et la seconde image de
conversion scannée.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la dé-
tection du bord comprend la détection du premier
objet d’intérêt sur la base des techniques de détec-
tion du premier et du second bords.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel l’affi-
chage de la première image de conversion scannée
et de la seconde image de conversion scannée com-
prend l’affichage d’un premier bord de l’image dé-
tectée, dans lequel un premier bord détecté par la
première technique de détection de bord est affichée
sur au moins la première image de conversion scan-
née et la deuxième image de conversion scannée,
et une seconde image de détection de bord, dans
laquelle un second bord détecté par une seconde
technique de détection de bord est affichée sur au
moins la première image de conversion scannée et
la deuxième image de conversion scannée.

8. Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (1000)
comportant :

une unité (500) d’entrée de données d’utilisateur
qui reçoit une donnée entrante d’utilisateur pour
sélectionner une zone d’intérêt (ROI) sur une
image ultrasonique ;
un processeur d’image (200) qui est configuré
pour générer une première image de conversion
scannée par élargissement ou réduction de la
portion d’image correspondant à la ROI sélec-
tionnée par la donnée entrante d’utilisateur avec
une premier agrandissement et pour générer la
seconde image de conversion scannée par
agrandissement ou réduction de ladite portion

d’image avec un second agrandissement ; et
une unité d’affichage (230) qui est configurée
pour afficher la première image de conversion
scannée et la seconde image de conversion
scannée ; et
un contrôleur (600) qui est configuré pour ac-
quérir une première valeur de mesure d’un objet
d’intérêt dans la ROI sur la base de la première
image de conversion scannée, pour acquérir
une deuxième valeur de mesure d’un objet d’in-
térêt dans la ROI sur la base de la seconde ima-
ge de conversion scannée, et pour acquérir une
troisième valeur calculée sur la base des pre-
mière et seconde valeurs de mesures,
dans lequel la résolution des images de conver-
sion scannées est égale ou supérieure à la ré-
solution de l’image ultrasonique.

9. Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (1000) selon la
revendication 8, dans lequel l’unité (500) d’entrée de
données d’utilisateur reçoit au moins une des don-
nées pour sélectionner une zone prédéfinie de l’ima-
ge ultrasonique, une donnée d’une valeur de coor-
données de ladite zone définie et une donnée pour
sélectionner un objet spécifique contenue dans
l’image ultrasonique.

10. Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (1000) selon la
revendication 8, dans lequel le contrôleur (600) est
configuré pour acquérir au moins une valeur de me-
sure de distance, de surface, d’angle et de volume
d’un objet d’intérêt contenu dans la ROI.

11. Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (1000) selon la
revendication 8, dans lequel la troisième valeur com-
prend au moins une parmi une valeur moyenne, une
variation et une déviation standard de la première
valeur de mesure et de la deuxième valeur de me-
sure.

12. Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (1000) selon la
revendication 8, comprenant en outre une unité de
détection de bord (250) qui détecte le bord de l’objet
d’intérêt contenu dans la ROI sur la base d’une don-
née image correspondant à la ROI, dans lequel au
moins une des première et seconde images de con-
version scannées contient le bord détecté.

13. Appareil de diagnostic ultrasonique (1000) selon la
revendication 12, dans lequel l’unité de détection de
bord (250) détecte le bord de l’objet d’intérêt sur la
base de la première et de la seconde technique de
détection de bord.
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