
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

2 
74

4 
41

5
B

1
*EP002744415B1*

(11) EP 2 744 415 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
24.06.2020 Bulletin 2020/26

(21) Application number: 12781452.3

(22) Date of filing: 21.09.2012

(51) Int Cl.:
A61B 8/08 (2006.01) G06F 3/00 (2006.01)

A61B 8/00 (2006.01) G06F 3/0489 (2013.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/IB2012/055018

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2013/046103 (04.04.2013 Gazette 2013/14)

(54) ULTRASONIC DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING SYSTEM WITH CONTEXTUALLY VARIABLE CONTROL 
PANEL

ULTRASCHALLDIAGNOSTIK- BILDERZEUGUNGSSYSTEM MIT EINEM KONTEXTABHÄNGIGEN 
BEDIENFELD

SYSTÈME D’IMAGERIE DIAGNOSTIQUE ÉCHOGRAPHIQUE AVEC PANNEAU DE COMMANDE 
CONTEXTUELLEMENT VARIABLE

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 29.09.2011 US 201161540586 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
25.06.2014 Bulletin 2014/26

(73) Proprietor: Koninklijke Philips N.V.
5656 AG Eindhoven (NL)

(72) Inventors:  
• CHENG, Jeanne

5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)
• MARK, Zsolt

5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

(74) Representative: Philips Intellectual Property & 
Standards
High Tech Campus 5
5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 2 337 225 US-A1- 2009 131 793
US-A1- 2009 262 085  



EP 2 744 415 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] This invention relates to medical diagnostic ul-
trasonic imaging systems and, in particular, to ultrasound
systems with control panels with controls which vary with
the type of diagnostic procedure being performed.
[0002] Medical diagnostic ultrasound system have
control panels with many user controls for setting up and
controlling the system to perform the desired imaging
exam. Starting from a number of preset control parame-
ters for a desired exam, the operator will manipulate the
controls to vary the settings to those uniquely suited for
the particular exam to be performed. Once the starting
control parameters have been established, the exam can
begin and the same and additional controls are manipu-
lated to vary the performance of the system as the exam
proceeds. For example, the operator can set the imaging
mode for B mode, Doppler, or M mode. The size and
angle of the image field can be changed and the frequen-
cy adjusted for fundamental or harmonic imaging. The
system gain can be adjusted to more clearly distinguish
anatomy at deeper depths in the body, and time gain
control slides are adjusted to provide the appropriate gain
over the depth of interest. Focal zones can be added and
repositioned to different depths. Additional modes can
be added during the exam, such as a spectral Doppler
display when a Doppler gate is placed over the anatomy.
A wide variety of measurements can be made of the anat-
omy and blood flow parameters estimated. These are
but a few of the controls and adjustments available on a
typical ultrasound system control panel.
[0003] While every ultrasound exam can require the
adjustment and use of many controls on the control panel,
different types of exams can require the use of a slightly
different or significantly different group of controls. Thus,
the control panel must contain a very large number of
user controls to accommodate all the variable uses and
functions of the ultrasound system. The ever-increasing
number of controls has been addressed by different
equipment providers in different ways. Some simply in-
crease the number and/or density of mechanical controls
on the control panel. Others augment the mechanical
controls with softkey controls on the system display
screen, which the user can call up and adjust and click
with a computer mouse or trackball control on the control
panel. Still others have employed softkey controls on a
touchpanel display, which the user can manipulate and
adjust manually without the need for a computer pointing
device. The iU33 echocardiography system, available
from Philips Healthcare of Andover, Massachusetts has
all three: a fully populated mechanical control panel,
softkeys on the system display screen and small touch-
panels for additional user controls.
[0004] One approach to dealing with the large number
and varying variety of controls needed for an ultrasound
system is described in US Pat. 6,063,030 (Vara et al.)
This patent describes a virtual control interface for an
ultrasound system in which the entire control interface is

comprised of softkeys. A major portion of the display
screen is devoted to the ultrasound image and a panel
on the side of the screen is filled with controls which adapt
to the type of and stage of an imaging exam. At the outset
of the exam the side panel contains setup controls. Once
the exam is underway the side panel display changes
and contains controls appropriate for the type of exam.
At different phases of the exam the side panel display is
changed to provide controls appropriate for the particular
phase of the exam. When measurements are to be made
on the image, for instance, the side panel changes to
display measurement controls. The user can also call up
specific control sets when needed. If the user wants to
annotate body markers on an anatomical model, for ex-
ample, the body marker display and control panel is
called up and the user annotates the graphical model,
which is then saved with the results of the exam.
[0005] Another approach is described in US
2009131793 Al, wherein a single panel display includes
a first portion configured to display an image and a sec-
ond portion configured as a touch-based user interface.
The touch-based user interface may be configured (dy-
namically changed) to display controls that may be need-
ed to perform a particular scanning task at a time.
[0006] It is possible, though, for a user to become lost
in the ever-changing panoply of virtual controls. A sim-
pler, more intuitive approach to control configuration is
often preferable. Moreover, some user controls are fre-
quently used, whereas others are only needed in specific
circumstances. It is further desirable for the user to have
more commonly used controls readily at hand, but with
the ability to call upon more specialized controls when
needed. In addition, the commonly used controls should
be in unvarying locations so the user can intuitively ac-
cess them without having to hunt for their currently place-
ment and location. Furthermore, these objectives should
also include providing the controls needed for a particular
exam while unneeded controls are removed from the us-
er’s access.
[0007] The invention is defined by the claims.
[0008] In accordance with the principles of the present
invention an ultrasound system user control panel is pro-
vided in which the user controls needed for a particular
ultrasound exam are available for use and unneeded
controls are hidden from the user and neither available
nor distractive to the user. The user controls on the con-
trol panel are in fixed physical locations on the control
panel so that the user will always find a given control at
the same place on the panel. In a constructed embodi-
ment available user controls are illuminated and visible
to the user and controls not necessary in the context of
a current exam are darkened and invisible. All of the con-
trols are touch actuated and located beneath a continu-
ous surface, a dark glass plate, so that there are no crev-
ices or projections to trap dust and acoustic gel. The con-
tinuous surface enables the control panel to be easily
cleaned for patient and operator health and safety. The
controls can all be turned off by a switch while the ultra-
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sound system is still powered on, in which case none will
be accidentally actuated when the control panel surface
is being cleaned.
[0009] In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 illustrates a cart-borne ultrasound system
of the prior art.
FIGURE 2 illustrates a portable ultrasound system
constructed in accordance with the principles of the
present invention.
FIGURE 3 is a block diagram of an ultrasound sys-
tem constructed in accordance with the principles of
the present invention.
FIGURE 4 illustrates a contextually variable ultra-
sound system control panel constructed in accord-
ance with the principles of the present invention.
FIGURE 5 illustrates the control panel of FIGURE 4
when the controls have been inactivated for cleaning
the control panel.
FIGURE 6 is an internal view of the control panel of
FIGURE 4.
FIGURE 6a is a cross-sectional view of the control
panel of FIGURES 4-6.

[0010] Referring first to FIGURE 1, a typical cart-borne
ultrasound system of the prior art is shown. The ultra-
sound system includes a mainframe or chassis 60 con-
taining most of the electronic circuitry for the system. The
chassis 60 is wheel-mounted so that it can be rolled to
the location in a hospital or clinic where it is to be used.
An image display 62 is mounted on the chassis 60. A
variety of imaging probes may be plugged into three con-
nectors 64 on the chassis. Mounted at the front of the
chassis 60 is a control panel 66 with a keyboard and
controls arrayed over the surface of the control panel, by
which a sonographer operates the ultrasound system
and enters information about the patient or the type of
examination that is being conducted. At the back of the
control panel 66 of the illustrated ultrasound system is a
touchscreen display 68 on which programmable softkeys
are displayed for specific control functions. The sonog-
rapher selects a softkey on the touchscreen display 18
simply by touching the image of the softkey on the dis-
play. At the bottom of the touchscreen display is a row
of control knobs, the functionality of which varies in ac-
cordance with the softkey labels on the touchscreen im-
mediately above each button. At the front of the control
panel is a trackball which the sonographer manipulates
to indicate anatomy of the ultrasound image on the image
display 62, and to steer a pointer or cursor on the screen
to indicate a softkey on the display screen, which is se-
lected by clicking a button adjacent to the trackball. Above
and around the trackball are a variety of switches, but-
tons, and knobs which the sonographer manipulates to
adjust the imaging parameters of the ultrasound system
such as a signal gain knob, time gain control slide switch-
es, and save and print buttons. The many knobs, buttons,
and switches of the control panel make cleaning difficult,

as dust and acoustic gel can easily become trapped
around and under the controls.
[0011] FIGURE 2 illustrates a portable ultrasound sys-
tem of the present invention. The electronics of the ultra-
sound system are located in a base 80 between the
wheels of the system. A central column 76 supports the
control panel 40 and the image display 62 at the top of
the column. The upper portion of the column 76 may be
configured to move up and down with respect to the lower
portion of the column so that the height of the control
panel and display screen may be adjusted. The connec-
tors for three probes are located on the lower portion of
the column. The control panel has no knobs, buttons,
switches or other projections but has a continuous
smooth dark planar surface of plastic or preferably glass.
The flat, smooth glass surface of the control panel will
not trap dust, gel or debris.
[0012] A functional block diagram of the ultrasound
system of FIGURE 2 is illustrated in FIGURE 3. The ul-
trasound system operates through two major subsys-
tems, a front end acquisition subsystem 10A and a dis-
play subsystem 10B. An ultrasound probe is coupled to
the acquisition subsystem to transmit ultrasound waves
and receive ultrasound echo signals. The probe may do
this with a linear (one-dimensional) row of transducer el-
ements, or may use a two-dimensional matrix array of
transducer elements 70 and a micro-beamformer 72 lo-
cated in the probe. The micro-beamformer contains cir-
cuitry which controls the signals applied to groups of el-
ements of the array transducer 70 and does some
processing of the echo signals received by elements of
each group. Micro-beamforming in the probe advanta-
geously reduces the number of conductors in the cable
between the probe and the ultrasound system and is de-
scribed in US Pat. 5,997,479 (Savord et al.) and in US
Pat. 6,436,048 (Pesque), and provides electronic steer-
ing of beams on transmit and receive for high frame rate
real-time (live) imaging.
[0013] The probe is coupled to the acquisition subsys-
tem 10A of the ultrasound system. The acquisition sub-
system includes a beamform controller 74 which is re-
sponsive to controls of the control panel 40 and provides
control signals to the microbeamformer 72, instructing
the probe as to the timing, frequency, direction and fo-
cusing of transmit and receive beams. The beamform
controller also control the beamforming of echo signals
received by the acquisition subsystem by its control of
analog-to-digital (A/D) converters 18 and a beamformer
20. Partially beamformed echo signals received by the
probe are amplified by preamplifier and TGC (time gain
control) circuitry 16 in the acquisition subsystem, then
digitized by the A/D converters 18. The digitized echo
signals are formed into fully steered and focused beams
by a main system beamformer 20. The echo signals are
processed by an image processor 22 which performs dig-
ital filtering, B mode and M mode detection, and Doppler
processing, and can also perform other signal processing
such as harmonic separation, speckle reduction, and oth-
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er desired image signal processing.
[0014] The echo signals produced by the acquisition
subsystem 10A are coupled to the display subsystem
10B, which processes the echo signals for display in the
desired image format on the display screen 62. The echo
signals are processed by an image line processor 24,
which is capable of sampling the echo signals, splicing
segments of beams into complete line signals, and av-
eraging line signals for signal-to-noise improvement or
flow persistence. The image lines for a 2D image are
scan converted into the desired image format by a scan
converter 26 which performs R-theta conversion as is
known in the art. The scan converter can thus format
rectilinear or sector image formats. The image is then
stored in an image memory 28 from which it can be dis-
played on the display 62. The image in memory is also
overlaid with graphics to be displayed with the image,
which are generated by a graphics generator 34 which
is responsive to the user control 40 so that the graphics
produced are associated with the images of the display.
Individual images or image sequences can be stored in
a cine memory 30 during capture of image loops or se-
quences. Images for diagnosis can be stored on a net-
worked image memory 128.
[0015] For real-time volumetric imaging the display
subsystem 10B also includes a 3D image rendering proc-
essor 32 which receives image lines from the image line
processor 24 for the rendering of real-time three dimen-
sional images. The 3D images can be displayed as live
(real time) 3D images on the display 38 or coupled to the
image memory 128 for storage of the 3D data sets for
later review and diagnosis.
[0016] An ECG subsystem is provided for use when it
is desirable to acquire images at particular phases of the
heart cycle. ECG leads 50 provide ECG signals for a
QRS processor 52 which identifies the R-wave of each
heartbeat. The timing of the R-wave is used to acquire
images of a particular heart cycle. Images of the heart at
the end diastole phase of a succession of heartbeats can
be acquired by coupling the R-wave timing as a trigger
signal from a trigger signal generator 54 for the beamform
controller 74 and the controls of the control panel 40 used
to select the desired heart phase at which heart phase-
gated images are to be acquired.
[0017] In accordance with the principles of the present
invention, the ultrasound system of FIGURES 2 and 3
contains a context-variable control panel 40 as shown in
FIGURES 4, 5, 6, and 6a. The upper layer of the control
panel is a flat sheet of optically transparent material. The
upper layer can be formed by a sheet of plastic or other
polymer, but preferably is formed by a sheet of glass 42
so as to be more resistant to scratches and more imper-
vious to solvents that may be found in a hospital. The
glass sheet 42 presents a smooth, uniform surface on
the top of the control panel. The underside 44 of the glass
sheet 42 is painted a dark opaque color such as black or
charcoal, except in locations where control graphics are
screened on the back surface. The screening is a trans-

parent or translucent color which outlines the individual
control area as shown in FIGURE 4. Within the control
outline is text or a graphic symbol which identifies the
function controlled by the specific control. The graphics
may also be adjacent to a control as shown for the Base-
line, Scale/Focus, Depth and Gain controls. Capacitive
foils 46 are adhesively attached to the back of the
screened glass which are sensitive to the touch of an
operator on the glass above a particular foil. The touch
by an operator on the area of a graphically-delineated
control produces a capacitive change which is sensed
by the underlying foil and coupled to the control panel
electronics on a printed circuit board 82 below the glass
sheet 42 and foils 46. Electrical conductors between the
control areas connect individual foils to circuitry on the
printed circuit board, which sends a control signal to the
ultrasound system electronics in response to the sensing
of a touch on a control area by the system operator.
[0018] The glass sheet with its screened graphics and
capacitive foils is adhered to a white barrier layer 48
which in turn is fastened to the printed circuit board 82
on the other side of the white barrier layer. The white
barrier layer 48 contains depressions or pockets such as
92 behind the areas of specific controls. Light sources
such as LEDs 94 mounted on the underlying printed cir-
cuit board extend into these depressions or pockets from
below and fill a pocket with light when the LED or LEDs
in the pocket are illuminated. The surrounding area of
the white barrier layer contacts the painted glass plate
around each control area (or the capacitive foil layer lam-
inated to the glass plate), confining the light of the LED
in the depression (light chamber) to the area of the spe-
cific control. A depression in the barrier layer 48 thus
forms a diffuser frame with light chambers which distrib-
ute the light of an LED over the graphics of a specific
control and pipes the light to the control graphic, while
the peripheral contact with the glass plate prevents the
light from the specific control from bleeding into the area
of an adjacent control. In a constructed embodiment the
white barrier layer is not a unitary structure but is formed
of sections which fit together with gaps 98 between the
sections. The capacitive foils or foil conductors extend
through these gaps to electrically connect to the under-
lying printed circuit board 82. Technologies suitable for
constructing a control panel as described herein are
available from RAFI GmbH & Co. KG, Ravensburg, Ger-
many.
[0019] In a constructed example, the light chambers
generally include multiple LED light sources of different
colors. When a control is not to be used for a specific
diagnostic procedure, none of the LEDs of the control
area are illuminated and the light chamber is dark, caus-
ing the control to be virtually invisible to the ultrasound
system operator. If the ultrasound system is not operating
in the PW or CW mode, for example, the Baseline control
slider is darkened and unavailable to the operator. The
operator is thus presented with only those controls which
are applicable to the current ultrasound system mode or
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procedure. In the constructed example, controls which
are available in the current mode or procedure are illu-
minated by white LEDs to indicate their availability. When
the operator selects a control in a particular procedure,
the control is illuminated by an amber LED to indicate
that it is active. For example, the operator may be con-
ducting a diagnostic procedure in which 2D images in
grayscale are being acquired, but can also acquire the
2D images with colorflow indication of blood flow. The
2D button will be illuminated in amber at this time to show
that the 2D mode is in use, and the Color button is illu-
minated in white to indicate that colorflow imaging is avail-
able in this procedure. If the operator then selects the
Color button, colorflow imaging will commence and the
Color button will change to an amber color to show the
selection of the colorflow function.
[0020] As another example, the operator may be per-
forming 3D imaging. If it is possible to switch immediately
to 2D imaging, the 2D control will be illuminated in white
to indicate the availability of the 2D imaging mode, and
pressing the 2D control will change the system operation
immediately to 2D imaging.
[0021] In the constructed control panel, different con-
trols operate differently in response to different gestures
or touches. The Color control is a simple on/off button,
for example. When it is touched the first time it turns am-
ber and is on; when it is touched again it turns back to
white and is off but available for subsequent use. The 2D
mode is a default mode and thus the 2D control is gen-
erally amber; it is rarely white. The four controls above
the 2D button in FIGURE 4, the Baseline, Scale/Focus,
Depth and Gain controls, operate control functions which
can be progressively increased or decreased. Repeat-
edly tapping the arrow at the top of the Gain control will
progressively increase the gain of the signal amplifier in
the system. Repeatedly tapping the arrow at the bottom
of the Gain control will stepwise reduce the gain. The
TGC controls to the right of the Gain control can be con-
structed to operate in a similar manner, or may be con-
structed as a series of individual lights and buttons. When
the operator touches a different graphic dot on a TGC
control, the touched dot will illuminate more brightly or in
a different color, and the gain applied by that particular
control will change in accordance with the location of the
touched dot in the row of dots.
[0022] The touchpad 46 in the lower center of the con-
trol panel in FIGURES 4 and 6 can be operated in the
manner of the trackball of a typical mechanical control
panel. The operator can slide his or her finger around in
the delineated touchpad area, causing a cursor or pointer
on the display screen to be positionally controlled corre-
spondingly. To select a screen function indicated by the
cursor or pointer, the operator can touch one of the button
areas immediately above the touchpad area, or can tap
or double tap on the touchpad to select the indicated
function.
[0023] FIGURE 4 illustrates a constructed control pan-
el of the present invention when all of the controls are

illuminated and available. In practice, this is usually not
the case. When the system operator selects an imaging
mode or a specific imaging procedure or exam, as by
selecting a mode or procedure from a list of selections
on the display screen 62, the system will actuate and
illuminate only those controls which are applicable to the
selected mode or exam. Controls which have no use in
the context of the selected mode or exam are not illumi-
nated and are invisible to the operator. The operator will
thus not be distracted by non-useful controls on a busy
control panel. Instead, the operator’s attention will be fo-
cused on only those controls which are useful for the
current procedure.
[0024] The positions and the identified functions of the
controls in the example of FIGURE 4 are fixed, both by
the fixed graphics behind the glass top and the fixed po-
sitions of the illuminated diffuser regions and light pipes
behind them. With specific controls being in fixed posi-
tions, an operator will quickly become familiar with their
positions and access them instinctively. An operator will
not have to stop and wonder where a control may have
been repositioned, which is often the case with scanned
softkey displays. The operator soon becomes comforta-
ble and efficient when using the control panel with its
fixed control positions.
[0025] FIGURE 5 illustrates the control panel of FIG-
URE 4 when all of the ultrasound controls have been
extinguished and turned off. This may be done by the
on/off control 100 shown in the upper left-hand corner of
the control panel. Alternatively, all of the controls may be
de-activated and extinguished by a switch located on an-
other part of the ultrasound system, such as on the dis-
play 62. An ultrasound system control panel can fre-
quently need cleaning after being continuously touched
by an operator during a series of exams. The control pan-
el can also be marred by acoustic gel used by the operator
to provide good acoustic coupling from the probe to the
patient’s body. If some of the controls were active during
cleaning, the act of cleaning would unavoidably actuate
controls on the panel, which is undesirable. An on/off
control 100 is used to de-activate all of the controls on
the panel, which is visually indicated by the lack of illu-
mination of the controls. The control panel may then be
cleaned without randomly actuating control panel con-
trols.
[0026] Cleaning the glass sheet forming the top of the
control panel is easy and efficient, as the smooth top has
no projections or crevices which trap debris and make
cleaning difficult, as is the case with the typical mechan-
ical control panel of knobs, buttons, and switches of the
prior art. More comfortable and safer working conditions
are thus afforded to both the operator and patient.

Claims

1. A diagnostic ultrasound system which is selectively
operable in one of a plurality of operating modes for
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the conduct of one of a plurality of different imaging
procedures comprising:

a connector for connecting an ultrasound probe
to the system for use in imaging;
an image display screen; and
a touch-sensitive user control panel (40) com-
prising a smooth top surface formed by a sheet
of transparent material (42),
wherein the control panel further comprises
a plurality of control graphics located on the un-
derside (44) of the sheet at fixed positions cor-
responding to positions of touch-actuated user
controls provided by the control panel in use,
the control graphics being surrounded by a dark
opaque color,
a barrier layer (48) below the control graphics,
having pockets or depressions behind areas of
each of the different user controls, the pockets
or depressions defining illumination areas con-
fined to said fixed positions of the user controls,
the illumination areas containing selectively illu-
minated light sources (94), and an illumination
controller coupled to the light sources,
wherein the light sources for illuminating differ-
ent groups of user controls are controlled to be
illuminated during different operating modes or
imaging procedures in accordance with the
need for the controls during a selected mode or
procedure, with the illumination of unneeded us-
er controls being extinguished such that the un-
needed controls are substantially invisible to a
user by reason of the dark opaque color.

2. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 1, where-
in the dark opaque color is black.

3. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 2, where-
in the sheet of transparent material further comprises
a glass sheet, the control graphics being screened
onto the underside of the glass sheet and being sur-
rounded by black paint.

4. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 3, further
comprising a plurality of capacitive foils (46) attached
to the glass sheet at locations of control graphics for
the capacitive actuation of controls by a user.

5. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 1, where-
in each of the pockets or depressions contacts the
periphery of a corresponding user control above the
barrier layer to confine light in a given pocket or de-
pression to the user control above it.

6. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 5, where-
in the barrier layer further comprises a diffuser frame
and light pipes for the user controls.

7. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 5, where-
in the light sources further comprise LEDs located
in the pockets or depressions.

8. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 7, where-
in the illumination controller further comprises a print-
ed circuit board fastened to the barrier layer, wherein
the LEDs are electrically coupled to the printed circuit
board and the illumination of the LEDs is controlled
by the printed circuit board.

9. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 7, where-
in the light sources further comprise LEDs of different
colors located in the same pocket or depression,
wherein the different colors are used to illuminate
the user control in accordance with a state of the
function of the user control.

10. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 9, where-
in the states of the user control is available or active.

11. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 1, further
comprising a switch coupled to the user control pan-
el, wherein the switch is actuated to extinguish the
illumination of substantially all of the user controls
during cleaning of the top surface of the control pan-
el.

12. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 11,
wherein actuation of the switch to extinguish the il-
lumination further acts to de-activate the users con-
trols from their control functionality.

13. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 11,
wherein the switch is located at a position on the
ultrasound system other than the top surface of the
control panel.

14. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 12,
wherein actuation of the switch to extinguish the il-
lumination causes the user controls and their sur-
rounding areas of the control panel to appear black.

15. The diagnostic ultrasound system of Claim 1, where-
in one of the user controls further comprises a ca-
pacitive touchpad located forward of the center of
the control panel toward a position of a user, the
touch surface above the touchpad comprising the
top surface of the control panel which is continuous
with the touch surface of a majority of other user
controls of the control panel.

Patentansprüche

1. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem, das selektiv in ei-
ner von mehreren Betriebsarten zur Durchführung
eines von mehreren verschiedenen bildgebenden
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Verfahren betreibbar ist, umfassend Folgendes:

einen Anschluss zur Verbindung einer Ultra-
schallsonde mit dem System zur Verwendung
in der Bildgebung;
einen Bildschirm; und
ein berührungsempfindliches Benutzer-Bedien-
feld (40) mit einer glatten Oberseite, die durch
eine Folie aus transparentem Material (42) ge-
bildet wird,
wobei das Bedienfeld ferner Folgendes um-
fasst:

eine Vielzahl von Steuergrafiken, die auf
der Unterseite (44) des Blattes an festen
Positionen angeordnet sind, die den Positi-
onen von berührungsbetätigten Benutzer-
steuerungen entsprechen, die durch das
verwendete Bedienfeld bereitgestellt wer-
den, wobei die Steuergrafiken von einer
dunklen, undurchsichtigen Farbe umgeben
sind,
eine Sperrschicht (48) unter der Steuergra-
fik, die Taschen oder Vertiefungen hinter
Bereichen jeder der verschiedenen Benut-
zersteuerungen aufweist, wobei die Ta-
schen oder Vertiefungen Beleuchtungsbe-
reiche definieren, die auf die festen Positi-
onen der Benutzersteuerungen beschränkt
sind, wobei die Beleuchtungsbereiche se-
lektiv beleuchtete Lichtquellen (94) enthal-
ten, und eine mit den Lichtquellen gekop-
pelte Beleuchtungssteuerung,
wobei die Lichtquellen zur Beleuchtung ver-
schiedener Gruppen von Benutzersteue-
rungen so gesteuert werden, dass sie wäh-
rend verschiedener Betriebsmodi oder Ab-
bildungsverfahren entsprechend des Be-
darfs der Steuerungen während eines aus-
gewählten Modus oder Verfahrens be-
leuchtet werden, wobei die Beleuchtung
nicht benötigter Benutzersteuerungen so
ausgelöscht wird, dass die nicht benötigten
Steuerungen aufgrund der dunklen, un-
durchsichtigen Farbe für einen Benutzer im
Wesentlichen unsichtbar sind.

2. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die dunkle, opake Farbe schwarz ist.

3. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 2,
bei dem das Blatt aus transparentem Material ferner
eine Glasplatte umfasst, wobei die Kontrollgrafiken
auf die Unterseite der Glasplatte gerastert und von
schwarzer Farbe umgeben sind.

4. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 3
ferner umfassend eine Vielzahl von kapazitiven Fo-

lien (46), die an der Glasscheibe an Stellen von Kon-
trollgrafiken für die kapazitive Betätigung von Bedie-
nelementen durch einen Benutzer angebracht sind.

5. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 1,
bei dem jede der Taschen oder Vertiefungen die Pe-
ripherie einer entsprechenden Benutzersteuerung
oberhalb der Sperrschicht berührt, um das Licht in
einer bestimmten Tasche oder Vertiefung auf die Be-
nutzersteuerung darüber zu beschränken.

6. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 5,
wobei die Sperrschicht ferner einen Diffusorrahmen
und Lichtleiter für die Benutzersteuerung umfasst.

7. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 5,
bei dem die Lichtquellen ferner aus LEDs bestehen,
die sich in den Taschen oder Vertiefungen befinden.

8. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 7,
wobei die Beleuchtungssteuerung ferner eine an der
Sperrschicht befestigte Leiterplatte umfasst, wobei
die LEDs elektrisch mit der Leiterplatte gekoppelt
sind und die Beleuchtung der LEDs durch die Lei-
terplatte gesteuert wird.

9. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 7,
wobei die Lichtquellen ferner LEDs unterschiedli-
cher Farben aufweisen, die sich in derselben Tasche
oder Vertiefung befinden, wobei die unterschiedli-
chen Farben verwendet werden, um die Benutzer-
steuerung gemäß einem Zustand der Funktion der
Benutzersteuerung zu beleuchten.

10. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 9,
bei dem die Zustände der Benutzerkontrolle verfüg-
bar oder aktiv sind.

11. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 1,
ferner mit einem Schalter, der mit dem Bedienfeld
des Benutzers gekoppelt ist, wobei der Schalter be-
tätigt wird, um die Beleuchtung von im Wesentlichen
allen Bedienelementen des Benutzers während der
Reinigung der oberen Oberfläche des Bedienfelds
auszulöschen.

12. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch
11, bei dem die Betätigung des Schalters zum Aus-
löschen der Beleuchtung weiterhin dazu dient, die
Bedienelemente des Benutzers von ihrer Steuer-
funktionalität abzuschalten.

13. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch
11, bei dem sich der Schalter an einer anderen Stelle
des Ultraschallsystems als an der Oberseite des Be-
dienfelds befindet.

14. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch
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12, bei dem die Betätigung des Schalters zum Aus-
löschen der Beleuchtung dazu führt, dass die Bedie-
nelemente des Benutzers und die sie umgebenden
Bereiche des Bedienfeldes schwarz erscheinen.

15. Diagnostisches Ultraschallsystem nach Anspruch 1,
bei dem eine der Benutzersteuerungen ferner ein
kapazitives Berührungsfeld aufweist, das vor der
Mitte des Bedienfelds in Richtung einer Position ei-
nes Benutzers angebracht ist, wobei die Berüh-
rungsfläche über dem Berührungsfeld die obere Flä-
che des Bedienfelds umfasst, die mit der Berüh-
rungsfläche einer Mehrheit anderer Benutzersteue-
rungen des Bedienfelds zusammenhängend ist.

Revendications

1. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons pouvant fonc-
tionner sélectivement dans l’un d’une pluralité de
modes de fonctionnement pour la conduite de l’une
d’une pluralité de procédures d’imagerie différentes,
comprenant :

un connecteur pour connecter une sonde à ul-
trasons au système pour une utilisation en
imagerie ;
un écran d’affichage d’image ; et
un panneau de commande utilisateur (40) tactile
comprenant une surface supérieure lisse for-
mée par une feuille de matière transparente
(42),
dans lequel le panneau de commande com-
prend en outre une pluralité de graphiques de
commande situés sur une face inférieure (44)
de la feuille à des positions fixes correspondant
à des positions des commandes utilisateur ac-
tionnées par le toucher fournies par le panneau
de commande en cours d’utilisation, les graphi-
ques de commande étant entourés d’une cou-
leur opaque sombre,
une couche barrière (48) au-dessous des gra-
phiques de commande, comportant des poches
ou des dépressions derrière les zones de cha-
cune des différentes commandes utilisateur,
lesdites poches ou dépressions définissant des
zones d’éclairage confinées auxdites positions
fixes des commandes utilisateur, lesdites zones
d’éclairage contenant des sources lumineuses
(94) sélectivement éclairées, et un dispositif de
commande d’éclairage couplé aux sources lu-
mineuses,
dans lequel les sources lumineuses pour éclai-
rer différents groupes de commandes utilisateur
sont commandées pour être éclairées pendant
différents modes de fonctionnement ou pendant
différentes procédures d’imagerie conformé-
ment au besoin des commandes pendant un

mode ou une procédure sélectionné, l’éclairage
des commandes utilisateur hors d’usage étant
éteint de telle sorte que les commandes hors
d’usage sont pratiquement invisibles pour un uti-
lisateur en raison de la couleur opaque sombre.

2. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 1,
dans lequel la couleur opaque sombre est noire.

3. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 2,
dans lequel la feuille de matière transparente com-
prend en outre une feuille de verre, les graphiques
de commande étant affichés sur la face inférieure
de la feuille de verre et entourés de peinture noire.

4. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 3,
comprenant en outre une pluralité de feuilles de mé-
tal capacitives (46) fixées à la feuille de verre à des
emplacements de graphiques de commande pour
l’actionnement capacitif des commandes par un uti-
lisateur.

5. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 1,
dans lequel chacune des poches ou dépressions en-
tre en contact avec la périphérie d’une commande
utilisateur correspondant au-dessus de la couche
barrière pour confiner la lumière dans une poche ou
dépression donnée à la commande utilisateur au-
dessus.

6. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 5,
dans lequel la couche barrière comprend en outre
un cadre de diffuseur et des tubes lumineux pour les
commandes utilisateur.

7. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 5,
dans lequel les sources lumineuses comprennent
en outre des DEL situées dans les poches ou dé-
pressions.

8. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 7,
dans lequel le dispositif de commande d’éclairage
comprend en outre une carte de circuit imprimé fixée
à la couche barrière, dans lequel les DEL sont cou-
plées électriquement à la carte de circuit imprimé et
l’éclairage des DEL est commandé par la carte de
circuit imprimé.

9. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 7,
dans lequel les sources lumineuses comprennent
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en outre des DEL de différentes couleurs situées
dans la même poche ou dépression, dans lequel les
différentes couleurs sont utilisées pour éclairer la
commande utilisateur conformément à un état de la
fonction de la commande utilisateur.

10. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 9,
dans lequel les états de la commande utilisateur sont
disponibles ou actifs.

11. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 1,
comprenant en outre un commutateur couplé au
panneau de commande utilisateur, dans lequel ledit
commutateur est actionné pour éteindre l’éclairage
de pratiquement toutes les commandes utilisateur
pendant le nettoyage de la surface supérieure du
panneau de commande.

12. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 11,
dans lequel l’actionnement du commutateur pour
éteindre l’éclairage a en outre pour rôle de désactiver
les commandes utilisateur de leur fonctionnalité de
commande.

13. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 11,
dans lequel le commutateur est situé à une position
sur le système à ultrasons autre que la surface su-
périeure du panneau de commande.

14. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 12,
dans lequel l’actionnement du commutateur pour
éteindre l’éclairage fait apparaître en noir les com-
mandes utilisateur et leurs zones environnantes du
panneau de commande.

15. Système de diagnostic par ultrasons selon la reven-
dication 1,
dans lequel l’une des commandes utilisateur com-
prend en outre un pavé tactile capacitif situé en avant
du centre du panneau de commande vers une posi-
tion d’un utilisateur, la surface tactile au-dessus du
pavé tactile comprenant la surface supérieure du
panneau de commande, laquelle est en continuité
avec la surface tactile de la majorité des autres com-
mandes utilisateur du panneau de commande.
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