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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for a diagnosis and therapy utilizing an ultrasound, and
particularly, to the apparatus for the diagnosis and ther-
apy utilizing the ultrasound used in combination with a
phase-shift type ultrasound contrast agent.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

[0002] Itis a long time since image diagnostic modal-
ities such as an X-ray CT (Computed Tomography) ap-
paratus, an MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) appa-
ratus, and an apparatus for a diagnosis and therapy be-
came an indispensable tool in clinical settings. These are
something where differences of a CT value, a spin relax-
ation time, and an acoustic impedance within a living
body are imaged, respectively, and are called "anatom-
ical imaging" because the differences of these physical
properties mainly reflect a living orgasm. On the other
hand, something for imaging a target position of a func-
tionally different state is called "functional imaging" even
if it is a structurally same tissue.

[0003] Out of the functional imaging, for example,
something for visualizing an existing state of a living body
constitutional molecule such as a protein, an amino acid,
and a nucleic acid is called "molecular imaging" in may
cases. The molecular imaging is one of research areas
that currently get most attention because an application
to an elucidation of a life process such as a generation
and differentiation and to a diagnosis and therapy of a
disease is expected.

[0004] As image diagnostic modalities specialized in
such the molecular imaging can be cited a PET (Positron
Emission Tomography) apparatus and an optical imag-
ing apparatus. The former is broadly used as a tool for
classifying a clinical widening extent and proceeding
stage of a tumor; the latter as a noninvasive analysis tool
of a drug in such a drug development where a small an-
imal is used.

[0005] In addition, also in modalities such as the MRI
and the ultrasonic apparatus for the diagnosis and ther-
apy where an application as the morph imaging is prec-
edent, a research and development for utilizing them as
the molecular imaging progresses.

[0006] Furthermore, the ultrasonic apparatus for the
diagnosis and therapy is expected as a diagnosis and
therapy integration tool usable other than in a big hospital
because it has features, which other modalities do not
have, such as being 1) excellent in real time property, 2)
less in restriction with respect to a use within an operation
room thanks to its smallness, and 3) also usable as a
therapeutic tool as well as a diagnostic tool.

[0007] Here, a therapeutic method of using an ultra-
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sound can be mainly classified into two. One is a thermal
coagulation therapy that converges and exposes the ul-
trasound, heats up a target position notless than a protein
denaturation temperature (about 65 degrees Celsius) in
a short time of a few seconds, and thereby, treats the
target position. Because the thermal coagulation therapy
is a therapy of using a high intensity focused ultrasound
(HIFU) not less than 1kW/cm2, itis called an "HIFU" ther-
apy in many cases.

[0008] However, if because the HIFU therapy obtains
an exposure positional selectivity only due to a conver-
gence of an ultrasound, an aim is missed due to a body
movement, there is a possibility that a high intensity ul-
trasound not less than 1kW/cm2 is exposed on a target
position other than a target position. Therefore, it is pref-
erable that a therapeutic method has the positional se-
lectivity other than the convergence of the ultrasound.
Document US 2005/0038340 discloses an ultrasonic ap-
paratus wherein the therapy transduceris used at a lower
intensity in order to locate the treatment position.
[0009] Another therapeutic method for using an ultra-
sound is a therapy by (acoustic) cavitation action. A cav-
itation is basically a phenomenon that a bubble nucleus
is produced by ultrasound, the bubble grows, and is col-
lapsed. Because if the cavitation occurs, a high temper-
ature of several thousand degrees and a high pressure
of several hundreds occur at the collapse stage of a last
bubble, it is enabled to treat a target position, utilizing
this. Furthermore, it is enabled to more effectively treat
the target position by a chemical substance called an
acoustic chemical active substance activated by cavita-
tion (for example, see a pamphlet of WO 98/01131).
[0010] In any one of the therapeutic methods for using
an ultrasound, it is preferable to reduce an ultrasound
exposure amount in order to alleviate a burden of an in-
spected body. Consequently, in order to restrict an ex-
posure range, a method of properly identifying a tumor
position is requested.

[0011] In general chemical and radio active therapy
fields are disclosed methods of utilizing a "molecular
probe" for selectively bonding a living body constitutional
molecule such as an antibody and a ligand, detecting a
tumor, and making the tumor a therapy target (for exam-
ple, see pages 750-763 in Cancer 2 (Nature Rev. 2) by
Allen (2002)). These tumor identification methods are al-
so utilized for an ultrasonic contrast agent used for an
ultrasonic apparatus for a diagnosis and therapy.
[0012] In addition, if there exist a micro bubble used
as an ultrasonic contrast agent, it is well known in expos-
ing an ultrasound that an apparent absorption coefficient
becomes higher (for example, see pages 1399-1412, Ul-
trasound Med. Biol 27 by Holt et al. (2001)). Because if
it is possible to restrict the micro bubble only to a target
position, it is enabled to selectively heat up the target
position with using the phenomenon, it is enabled to re-
duce an ultrasound exposure amount in a thermal coag-
ulation therapy.

[0013] In addition, an existence of a micro bubble in
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an ultrasound exposure position corresponds to a stage
that the bubble on the way of a cavitation process has
grown, and it is possible to omit one step of a nucleus
production requested for a production of a cavitation by
exposing an ultrasound at the stage. Therefore, it is well
known that an acoustic intensity requested for the pro-
duction of the cavitation is reduced by the existence of
the micro bubble (for example, see pages 2059-2069 in
J. Acoust. Soc. Am. 88 by Holland et al. (1990)). In other
words, if itis possible to restrict a micro bubble to a target
position, with using the phenomenon it is enabled to re-
duce an ultrasound exposure amount in a therapy by
cavitation action.

[0014] However, because a micro bubble cannot exist
only in a blood vessel due to a restriction of a size thereof,
it is difficult to restrict the bubble to a specific position of
a tissue.

[0015] Consequently, a phase-shift or phase transition
type ultrasound contrast agent is disclosed that is a drop-
let of a nano size when dosed in a living body, produces
a phase shift by ultrasound exposure, and thereby pro-
duces a micro bubble (for example, see Ultrasound Con-
trast Image 92 (Proc. 4th Intern Symp.) by Kawabata et
al. (2004)). It is possible to move the droplet of the nano
size if any to a tissue such as a tumor, and furthermore,
it is possible to make the droplet have a tissue selectivity
by adding the molecular probe. Ultrasound imaging high-
er in tissue selectivity is enabled by using such a phase-
shift type ultrasound contrast agent.

[0016] Meanwhile, itis disclosed that in order to stably
causing a phase shift of such a phase shift ultrasound
contrast agent is requested a temporally averaged
acoustic intensity surpassing 0.72 W/cm?2 of an upper
limitusable in a usual ultrasonic apparatus for a diagnosis
and therapy (for example, see Ultrasound Contrast Im-
age 92 (Proc. 4th Intern Symp.) by Kawabata et al.
(2004)).

[0017] Inaddition, as a new diagnostic modality for us-
ing an ultrasound is disclosed radiation pressure imaging
(for example, see pages 1087-1093 in Trans. IEEE Med-
ical Imag. 23 by Alizards et al. (2004)). In the Medical
Imag. 23 is proposed the diagnostic modality for perform-
ing a diagnosis, using an ultrasound not less than an
acoustic intensity restricted in a conventional ultrasonic
apparatus for a diagnosis and therapy.

[0018] By combining the phase-shift type ultrasound
contrast agent and an ultrasound therapy, it is enabled
torestricta micro bubble to a target position and to reduce
an ultrasound exposure amount in the ultrasound thera-
py.

[0019] As described above, because a micro bubble
is produced in making an image, using the phase-shift
type ultrasound contrast agent, it is enabled to apply the
contrast agent to a therapy as well as a diagnosis.
[0020] However, because a conventional ultrasonic
apparatus for a diagnosis and therapy cannot start a ther-
apy in conjunction with the production of a micro bubble
from the phase-shifttype ultrasound contrast agent, there
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is a problem that an ultrasound of a comparatively high
intensity is requested to be exposed in producing the
micro bubble from the contrast agent.

[0021] Consequently, an ultrasonic apparatus for a di-
agnosis and therapy is strongly requested that can per-
form the therapy in conjunction with making imaging by
a phase-shift type ultrasound contrast agent.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0022] In order to solve the problem, an apparatus of
the present invention is an ultrasonic apparatus for a di-
agnosis and therapy comprising: a first ultrasound probe
for exposing an ultrasound for a phase shift; a second
ultrasound probe for exposing an ultrasound for a diag-
nosis; an ultrasound exposure apparatus for exposing
an ultrasound for a therapy; an echo detection device for
detecting an ultrasound echo; a control part for the phase
shift for causing the phase shift in an ultrasound contrast
agent by exposing the ultrasound for the phase shift
through the first ultrasound probe; a control part for the
diagnosis for detecting the phase shift of the contrast
agent, using the ultrasound echo detected by the echo
detection device with corresponding to an exposure of
the ultrasound for the diagnosis by the second ultrasound
probe; a difference calculation device for calculating a
difference over time of the phase shift detected by the
control part for the diagnosis; a device for positioning for
deciding a target position where the difference is pro-
duced; and a control part for the therapy for exposing the
ultrasound for the therapy to the decided target position
through the ultrasound exposure apparatus.

[0023] Thus configured, it is enabled to move an ex-
posure of an ultrasound for a phase shift and that of an
ultrasound for a diagnosis in conjunction with each other,
and to reduce the exposure amount of the ultrasound.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0024]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
an ultrasonic apparatus for a diagnosis and therapy
of an embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are drawings respectively showing
waveforms of ultrasonic pulses for a phase shift of
the embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart explaining one example of a
method of diagnosing and treating an inspected
body, using an ultrasonic apparatus for a diagnosis
and therapy of the embodiment.

FIGS. 4A to 4D are drawings respectively verifying
phase shift differences of a contrast agent in cases
that waveforms of ultrasonic pulses for a phase shift
are changed.

FIG. 5 is a drawing in an example 2 showing one
example of diagnostic images displayed in a display
device.
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FIG. 6 is a drawing showing a tumor segment after
exposing an ultrasound for a therapy to it.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0025] Here will be described a best mode for carrying
out the present invention (hereinafter referred to as "em-
bodiment") in detail, referring to drawings as needed.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 1, an ultrasonic apparatus 1
for adiagnosis and therapy comprises a diagnostic probe
2, a phase shift probe 3, a therapeutic probe 4, and an
apparatus body 5, and a display device 6.

[0027] In addition, it is assumed that a predetermined
phase-shift type ultrasound contrast agent (hereinafter
referred to as "contrast agent") has been dosed in an
inspected body 7 containing a target position 8. The con-
trast agent is not specifically limited in its composition if
a phase shift thereof occurs from a liquid to a gas at least
in its part by exposing an ultrasound for a phase shift.
[0028] Meanwhile, if although an "inspected body"
means an object for a diagnosis and therapy by the ul-
trasonic apparatus 1 of the embodiment, it has a consti-
tution inside which a phase shift can occur, anything is
available. For example, the inspected body 7 is such a
living body tissue of any one of an animal (including a
human) and a plant, and a solution held in a container.

<Diagnostic Probe>

[0029] The diagnostic probe 2 exposes an ultrasonic
pulse for a diagnosis to the target position 8 of the in-
spected body 7, and receives an ultrasound echo corre-
sponding to the ultrasonic pulse for the diagnosis.
[0030] The diagnostic probe 2 comprises a vibrator 2a
for converting an electric signal to a vibration and vice
versa. As the vibrator 2a can be utilized, for example,
such a magnetic strain resonator and a piezoelectric res-
onator. In addition, in order to diagnose a predetermined
range in the inspected body 7, it is preferable to be able
to display a plurality of scan lines corresponding to each
vibrator 2a by arraying a plurality of vibrators 2a. Mean-
while, it is preferable for the vibrators 2a to be arrayed in
any one of a flat plane and a convex plane.

[0031] In addition, the diagnostic probe 2 is connected
to the apparatus body 5.

<Phase Shift Probe>

[0032] The phase shift probe 3 exposes an ultrasonic
pulse for a phase shift to the target position 8 of the in-
spected body 7 in order to cause a phase shift in a con-
trast agent dosed in the inspected body 7.

[0033] It is enabled to make a configuration of the
phase shift probe 3 similar to that of the diagnostic probe
2. Meanwhile, it is preferable for a vibrator 3a to be ar-
rayed in any one of a flat plane and a convex plane (in a
case that the vibrator is one, to be formed in any one of
a flat plane and a convex plane) in order to converge an
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ultrasound.
[0034] Inaddition, the phase shift probe 3 is connected
to the apparatus body 5.

<Therapeutic Probe>

[0035] The therapeutic probe 4 exposes an ultrasound
for a therapy for the target position 8 of the inspected
body 7 in order to treat the inspected body 7.

[0036] Itis also enabled to make a configuration of the
therapeutic probe 4 similar to that of the diagnostic probe
2. Meanwhile, it is preferable for a vibrator 4a to be ar-
rayed in any one of a flat plane and a convex plane (in a
case that the vibrator is one, to be formed in any one of
a flat plane and a convex plane) in order to converge an
ultrasound.

[0037] Inaddition, thetherapeutic probe 4 is connected
to the apparatus body 5.

[0038] In addition, each of the probes 2 to 4 is usually
installed at the inspected body 7 through an acoustic cou-
pling 9 in order to sensitively send and receive an ultra-
sonic pulse.

<Apparatus Body>

[0039] The apparatus body 5 performs processing for
an electric signal corresponding to an ultrasound echo
collected from the inspected body 7, controls sending
and receiving an ultrasound, controls an ultrasound im-
age display, and the like.

[0040] AsshowninFIG. 1, the apparatus body 5 com-
prises a control part 52 for a diagnosis, a control part 53
for a phase shift, a control part 54 for a therapy, and a
data-process part 55.

[0041] Meanwhile, each of the parts 52 to 55 compris-
es a memory consisting of such a CPU (Central Process-
ing Unit), a ROM (Read Only Memory), and a RAM (Ran-
dom Access Memory); a hard disk; and the like. Each of
the parts 52 to 55 within the apparatus body 5 corre-
sponds to a program or data stored in the memory or the
hard disk. Then it is assumed that the CPU reads the
program into the memory, performs calculation process-
ing, and thereby, each processing is realized.

[0042] In addition, each of the parts 52 to 54 further
comprises such an amplifier circuit and an A/D converter
circuit not shown.

[0043] The control part 52 for the diagnosis is electri-
cally connected to the diagnostic probe 2 and controls
sending and receiving an ultrasound for a diagnosis.
[0044] In addition, the control part 52 for the diagnosis
is configured to be able to send and receive an ultrasound
of a frequency of roughly an extent of 2 to 10 MHz and
a temporally averaged acoustic intensity not more than
0.72 W/cm? usable in a usual ultrasound diagnostic ap-
paratus.

[0045] Here will be described a procedure of control-
ling sending and receiving the ultrasound for the diagno-
sis.
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[0046] Firstly, the control part 52 for the diagnosis pro-
duces an electric signal (appropriately called "pulse sig-
nal") and sends it to the diagnostic probe 2.

[0047] Specifically in a case of a pulse inversion mode,
the control part 52 produces the pulse signal so as to
expose a predetermined basic wave and areverse phase
basic wave to one scan line, and sends them to the di-
agnostic probe 2.

[0048] Then, the control part 52 receives an echo sig-
nal from the diagnostic probe 2.

[0049] Specifically in a case of the pulse inversion
mode, abasic waveis cancelled by a reverse phase basic
wave out of the basic wave and a higher harmonic wave
contained in an ultrasound echo, and thereby, mainly the
higher harmonic wave results in being received by the
diagnostic probe 2. The higher harmonic wave tends to
occur if a larger component of a volume change is con-
tained in the inspected body 7. Accordingly, the pulse
inversion mode is suitable for detecting a gas inside the
inspected body 7, compared to a B mode generally used
in an ultrasound diagnosis. Meanwhile; the control part
52 of the embodiment is not limited to the pulse inversion
mode if it can detect a phase shift.

[0050] In addition, in the control part 52 of the embod-
iment there is a fear that an accuracy of a diagnostic
image is degraded by receiving not only an echo signal
corresponding to the ultrasonic pulse for the diagnosis
but also echo signals corresponding to ultrasonic pulses
for a phase shift and a therapy. Consequently, it may be
configured that, for example, a filter for restricting a fre-
quency and a voltage out of a predetermined bandwidth
is provided in the control part 52.

[0051] Then the control part 52 amplifies the received
echo signal by the amplifier circuit not shown, samples
it by a sampling frequency suitable for signal processing
by the A/D converter circuit, and converts it to a digital
signal.

[0052] Then the digital signal corresponding to the
echo signal is output to the data-process part 55. 35
[0053] The control part 53 for the phase shift is elec-
trically connected to the phase shift probe 3, and controls
sending an ultrasound for a phase shift. The control part
53 is configured to be able to expose an ultrasound in a
range of 0.5 to 10 W/cmZ2 in temporally averaged acoustic
intensity, wherein the ultrasound is any one of a single
frequency selected from a range of 0.5 to 10 MHz and a
frequency where on a basic frequency selected from a
range of 0.5 to 5 MHz is superposed a double frequency
of the basic frequency.

[0054] The control part 53 produces an electric signal
corresponding to the ultrasonic pulse for the phase shift,
and sends it to the phase shift probe 3.

[0055] If the ultrasonic pulse for the phase shift is ex-
posed to a contrast agent dosed in the inspected body
7, in the contrast agent the phase shift occurs from a
liquid to a gas. Such the phase shift of the contrast agent
can be detected more clearly in a case that the control
part 52 for the diagnosis is the pulse inversion mode.
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[0056] Meanwhile, it is preferable that the ultrasonic
pulse for the phase shift is weak as much as possible in
acoustic intensity in a range of being able to cause the
phase shift in the contrast agent in order to prevent an
excessive ultrasound exposure to the inspected body 7.
[0057] Inaddition, although a larger energy is request-
ed to produce a cavitation caused by phase shift, the
inventors et al. have proved that such the energy as in
producing the cavitation is not needed to maintain the
cavitation once caused. If it is enabled to lessen an en-
ergy for maintaining the cavitation, it is enabled to reduce
an ultrasound exposure amount to the inspected body 7,
and to alleviate a burden of the inspected body 7.
[0058] FIGS. 2A and 2B are drawings respectively
showing waveforms of ultrasonic pulses for a phase shift
ofthe embodiment; FIG. 2Ais a drawing explaining wave-
forms of ultrasonic pulses; and FIG. 2B is a schematic
drawing explaining continuous ultrasonic pulses. In
FIGS. 2A and 2B a horizontal axis is a time; a vertical
axis is an acoustic intensity of an ultrasonic pulse. As
shown in FIG. 2A, the ultrasonic pulses for the phase
shift are configured with a first wave and a second wave.
The first wave causes a phase shift of a contrast agent;
the second wave maintains the caused phase shift of the
contrast agent. In addition, as shown in FIG. 2B, it is
preferable to provide an interval of 50 ms for an ultra-
sound of 10 ms in order to more effectively cause the
phase shift of the contrast agent.

[0059] Here, although an acoustic intensity requested
is preferably not less than 0.72 W/cm? in order to stably
cause a phase shift as shown in Ultrasound Contrast
Image 92 (Proc. 4t Intern Symp.) by Kawabata et al.
(2004) described before, the phase shift can be caused
if the acoustic intensity is at least 0.1 W/cm?2.

[0060] In addition, an acoustic intensity requested for
maintaining the phase shift is preferably in a range of one
fourth to one fold of the first wave. The acoustic intensity
of the second wave is prescribed in an example 1 de-
scribed later.

[0061] In addition, returning to FIG. 1, the control part
53 for the phase shift comprises an ultrasonic pulse scan
device not shown for scanning the ultrasonic pulse for
the phase shift (specifically its focus). The ultrasonic
pulse scan device may also be any configuration of, for
example, mechanically moving the phase shift probe 3
and of controlling only a direction of an ultrasound beam
exposed by controlling a pulse signal.

[0062] The control part 54 for the therapy is electrically
connected to the therapeutic probe 4 and controls send-
ing an ultrasound pulse for a therapy.

[0063] The control part 54 produces an electric signal
corresponding to the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy and
sends it to the therapeutic probe 4. The control part 54
is configured to be able to expose any one of an ultra-
sound selected from a range of 0.5 to 10 MHz and a
frequency where on a basic frequency selected from a
range of 0.5 to 5 MHz is superposed a double frequency
of the basic frequency; and an acoustic intensity can be
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made an arbitrary value selected from a range of 1 to
1000 W/cm2.

[0064] As described before, the therapeutic methods
by ultrasound are mainly classified into the thermal co-
agulation therapy and the therapy by cavitation action.
In accordance with the control part 54 of the embodiment,
inany case can be supplied an electric signal for exposing
an ultrasonic pulse of a proper acoustic intensity.
[0065] Generally, although the stronger the acoustic
intensity, the more effective the ultrasound of the thermal
coagulation therapy is, the embodiment obtains a suffi-
cient effect because of utilizing a micro bubble even if,
for example, the acoustic intensity of the ultrasound is
not more than 1000 W/cm?2,

[0066] In addition, although a cavitation can be pro-
duced enough by an ultrasound consisting of one fre-
quency, it is well known that an ultrasound where two
frequencies are superposed can more efficiently produce
the cavitation as indicated by a pamphlet of WO
94/06380. Because the embodiment is the configuration
of being able to exposing an ultrasound where two fre-
quencies are superposed, it obtains a sufficient thera-
peutic effect even in an ultrasound of a lower acoustic
intensity.

[0067] In addition, the control part 54 for the therapy
comprises an ultrasonic pulse movement device not
shown for moving the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy
(specifically its focus). The ultrasonic pulse movement
device may be any configuration of, for example, me-
chanically moving the therapeutic probe 4, and of con-
trolling only a direction of an ultrasound beam exposed
by controlling a pulse signal.

[0068] The data-process part55 processes digital data
based on an echo signal acquired by the control part 52
for the diagnosis, and supplies control information to the
control part 53 for the phase shift and the control part 54
for the therapy.

[0069] The data-process part 55 comprises, for exam-
ple, a device 551 for forming diagnostic images, a device
552 for calculating differences between data, and a de-
vice 553 for positioning.

[0070] The device 551 for forming diagnostic images
processes to produce a diagnosticimage such as a pulse
inversion mode tomogram from a digital signal based on
an echo signal. The production processing of the diag-
nostic image by the device 551 can be performed in a
field of an ultrasound image diagnosis by a conventional
well known method.

[0071] Then the diagnostic image produced by the de-
vice 551 is output to the device 552 for calculating differ-
ences between data.

[0072] The device 552 digitalizes brightness in diag-
nosticimages before an ultrasonic pulse for a phase shift
and after an exposure, respectively, and calculates their
difference.

[0073] Then the difference calculated by the device
552 is output to the device 553 for positioning.

[0074] The device 553 decides a target position where
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a phase shift is produced by comparing the difference
calculated by the device 552 with a predetermined
threshold. To be more precise, in a case that the differ-
ence exceeds the predetermined threshold, the device
553 decides the target position, assuming that the phase
shift is produced; in a case that the difference does not
exceed the predetermined threshold, the device 553 as-
sumes that the phase shift is not produced.

[0075] Then information of the target position decided
by the device 553 is output to the display device 6 and
the control parts 53 and 54.

<Ultrasonic Method for Diagnosis and Therapy>

[0076] Nextwill be described one example of a method
for diagnosing and treating the inspected body 7 by using
the ultrasonic apparatus 1, referring to FIG. 3.

[0077] Firstly, the control part 52 of the ultrasonic ap-
paratus 1 acquires an electric signal of an ultrasound
echo corresponding to an ultrasonic pulse for a diagnosis
with respect to the target position 8 (diagnosis region) of
the inspected body 7, and converts it to a digital signal
(step S01).

[0078] Next, the data-process part 55 of the ultrasonic
apparatus 1 makes a diagnostic image (before a phase
shift) of the target position 8 by the device 551, based on
the digital signal, and notifies (step S02) the control part
53 of having made the diagnostic image (before the
phase shift).

[0079] Then if the control part 53 of the ultrasonic ap-
paratus 1 receives the notification of having made the
diagnostic image (before the phase shift), it starts to scan
(step S03) the ultrasonic pulse for the phase shift in the
target position 8.

[0080] Meanwhile, scanning the ultrasonic pulse for
the phase shift is performed, including a region where
the diagnostic image is formed.

[0081] Then the data-process part 55 of the ultrasonic
apparatus 1 makes (step S04) a diagnostic image (after
the phase shift) for every scan (every movement of a
focus) of the ultrasonic pulse for the phase shift by the
device 551.

[0082] Then the data-process part 55 of the ultrasonic
apparatus 1 calculates (step S05) a difference of bright-
ness by the device 552, comparing the diagnosticimages
before and after the phase shift for every scan.

[0083] Then the data-process part 55 of the ultrasonic
apparatus 1 compares (step S06) the difference of the
brightness with a threshold by the device 553.

[0084] In a case that the difference of the brightness
does not exceed the threshold (No in the step S06), the
control part 53 of the ultrasonic apparatus 1 moves (step
S10) the focus of the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy to
a target position where the pulse is not yet exposed.
[0085] In a case that the difference of the brightness
exceeds the threshold (Yes in the step S06), the control
part 53 of the ultrasonic apparatus 1 lowers (step S07)
the acoustic intensity of the ultrasonic pulse for the phase
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shift to one fourth to one fold thereof.

[0086] Then the data-process part 55 of the ultrasonic
apparatus 1 decides (step S08) a target position (which
matches the focus of the ultrasonic pulse for the phase
shift during exposure in many cases) by the device 553
where the difference of the brightness has exceeded the
threshold.

[0087] Then the control part 54 of the ultrasonic appa-
ratus 1 exposes (step S09) the ultrasonic pulse for the
therapy to the decided target position.

[0088] Then the control part 53 of the ultrasonic appa-
ratus 1 moves (step S10) the focus of the ultrasonic pulse
for the therapy to a target position where the pulse is not
yet exposed.

[0089] Thus the following effects can be obtained in
the embodiment:

Because it is configured that exposing an ultrasonic
pulse for a phase shift and that for a diagnosis are
made to move in conjunction with each other, it is
enabled to reduce an exposure amount of the ultra-
sounds.

[0090] In addition, by configuring the ultrasonic pulse
for the phase shift with the first wave and the second
wave lower in acoustic intensity than the first wave, it is
enabled to confirm the target position 8 while suppressing
an excess exposure of the ultrasounds to the inspected
body 7 and to perform a therapy.

[0091] Meanwhile, the present invention is not limited
to the embodiment, and various variations are available
without departing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

[0092] For example, in the embodiment, although the
exposure position of the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy
is decided by calculating the difference of brightness of
the diagnostic images before and after exposing the ul-
trasonic pulse for the phase shift, a method for deciding
the exposure position of the ultrasonic pulse for the ther-
apy is not limited thereto described above. For example,
the exposure position may be decided by calculating a
difference between levels of the echo signals. Or else
the exposure position may be decided by calculating a
difference of the digital signals corresponding to the echo
signals. In addition, itis preferable to compare each even
harmonic wave component of central frequencies of ul-
trasonic pulses for the diagnosis before and after the ex-
posures of ultrasonic pulses for the phase shift.

[0093] Meanwhile, In any case it is enabled to image
a target position where a difference of the signals is pro-
duced and to display it in the display device 6.

[0094] In addition, the diagnostic probe 2, the phase
shift probe 3, and the therapeutic probe 4 can also be
combined without being made independent configura-
tions, respectively. In this case it is enabled to achieve
to image the target position by controlling each sending
timing of pulse signals sent from the control parts 52 to
54 corresponding to the probes 2 to 4.
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<Example 1>

[0095] In an example 1 is verified a phase-shift type
ultrasound contrast agent in a case that a waveform of
an ultrasonic pulse for a phase shift is changed. In the
example 1, as the contrast agent was used an emulsion
type agent disclosed in Ultrasound Contrast Image 92
(Proc. 4th Intern Symp.) by Kawabata et al. (2004) de-
scribed before.

[0096] FIGS. 4A to 4D are drawings respectively ver-
ifying phase shift differences of a contrast agent in cases
that waveforms of ultrasonic pulses for a phase shift are
changed. Although in FIGS. 4A to 4D an acoustic inten-
sity of a first wave is 4 W/cm2 (temporal averaged) in
common, a second wave is changed to a predetermined
acoustic intensity. Meanwhile, an ultrasound frequency
is 3.4 MHz in both of the first and second waves.
[0097] As shown in FIGS. 4A to 4C, in cases that the
second wave is not less than 1 W/cm?2 with respect to 4
Wi/cm2 of the first wave, it was enabled to detect the
phase shift even if the acoustic intensity of the second
wave is made lower than that of the first wave. On the
other hand, as shownin FIG. 4D, ina case that the second
wave is 0.5 W/cm2 with respect to 4 W/cm?2 of the first
wave, it was not enabled to detect the phase shift.
[0098] Inother words, in accordance with the example
1 was indicated that a phase shift state of the contrast
agent is maintained in a range of the acoustic intensity
of the second wave being one fourth to one fold of that
of the first wave.

<Example 2>

[0099] In an example 2 was practically performed a
diagnosis and therapy, using the ultrasonic apparatus 1
of the embodiment. An object for the diagnosis and ther-
apy is colon 26 tumor subdermally implanted in a mouse.
[0100] Asacontrastagentwas used the emulsion type
agent disclosed in Ultrasound Contrast Image 92 (Proc.
4th Intern Symp.) by Kawabata et al. (2004) described
above.

[0101] Inaddition, for the diagnosis was used an ultra-
sonic pulse of 7.5 MHz; for the phase shift, an ultrasonic
pulse of 3.4 MHz and 4 W/cm?2 (temporal averaged) (10
ms ON, 50 ms OFF); and for the therapy, an ultrasonic
pulse of 3.4 MHz and 50 W/cm? (temporal averaged) (10
ms ON, 50 ms OFF). Meanwhile, in the example 2 was
not scanned the ultrasound for the phase shift.

[0102] FIG. 5is a drawing in the example 2 showing
one example of diagnostic images displayed in a display
device; (B1) and (B4) are diagnostic images of a B mode
used in a general ultrasound diagnosis; and (P1), (P2),
(P3), and (P4) are diagnostic images of the pulse inver-
sion mode of the embodiment.

[0103] In addition, in FIG. 5 each region indicated by
an outline square on a black background is a target po-
sition where the phase shift of the contrast agent is ob-
served by exposing the ultrasonic pulse for the phase
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shift.

[0104] The (B1) and (P1) at respective first stages are
diagnostic images after 15 minutes of a dose of the con-
trast agent and before exposing the ultrasonic pulse for
the phase shift.

[0105] The (P2) at the second stage is a diagnostic
image during exposing the ultrasonic pulse for the phase
shift. Brightness of an exposure position surrounded by
the outline square on the black background of the (P2)
results in being higher than that of the (P1).

[0106] The (P3) atthe third stage is a diagnosticimage
during exposing the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy.
Meanwhile, as soon as the ultrasonic pulse for the phase
shift is stopped after three seconds from its start, the
ultrasonic pulse for the therapy is started to expose the
same position.

[0107] Brightness of an exposure position of the (P3)
results in being more remarkable than that of the (P2).
This is because even if a micro bubble is collapsed by
the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy, a signalin its collapse
is detected in the diagnostic image.

[0108] The (B4) and the (P4) at respective fourth stag-
es are diagnostic images when the ultrasonic pulse for
the therapy is stopped after exposing the ultrasonic pulse
for the diagnosis for 60 seconds.

[0109] Comparing the (B4) with the (B1), an obvious
tissue change is observable on the diagnostic images by
exposing the ultrasonic pulse for the therapy.

[0110] FIG. 6 is a drawing showing a tumor segment
after exposing an ultrasonic pulse for a therapy. At a
brightness change position of the (P4) of FIG. 5 is ob-
served a tumor necrosis.

[0111] Meanwhile, although not shown, as a result of
having performed a study similar to the example 2 by
frequencies of 0.5 and 1.0 MHz (each acoustic intensity,
10 W/cm2), a tumor necrosis effect equivalent to that of
the example 2 was obtained.

Claims

1. Anultrasonic apparatus (1) for a diagnosis and ther-
apy comprising:

a first ultrasound probe (3) for phase shifting ul-
trasound exposure;

a second ultrasound probe (2) for diagnostic ul-
trasound exposure;

an ultrasound exposure apparatus (4) for ther-
apeutic ultrasound exposure;

an echo detection device (2) for detecting an
ultrasound echo;

a phase shift control part (53) for causing the
phase shift in an ultrasound contrast agent by
said phase shifting ultrasound exposure through
said first ultrasound probe;

a diagnosis control part (52) for detecting the
phase shift of said ultrasound contrast agent,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

using said ultrasound echo detected by said
echo detection device corresponding to said di-
agnostic ultrasound exposure by said second
ultrasound probe;

a difference calculation device (552) for calcu-
lating a difference over time of said phase shift
detected by said diagnosis control part;

a position device (553) for deciding a target po-
sition where said difference is produced; and

a therapy control part (54) for said therapeutic
ultrasound exposure of said decided target po-
sition through said ultrasound exposure
apparatus .

2. The ultrasonic apparatus of claim 1, wherein said
first ultrasound probe is configured for exposure by
at least two kinds of ultrasound different in acoustic
intensity.

3. The ultrasonic apparatus of claim 2, wherein said at
least two kinds of ultrasound comprise a first wave
and a second wave, and said second wave has not
less than one fourth and not more than one times
the acoustic intensity of said first wave.

4. The ultrasonic apparatus of claim 1, wherein the fre-
quency of said phase shifting ultrasound controlled
by said phase shift control part is not less than 0.5
MHz and not more than 10 MHz.

5. The ultrasonic apparatus of claim 1, wherein the fre-
quency of said diagnostic ultrasound controlled by
said diagnosis control part is not less than 0.5 MHz
and not more than 10 MHz.

6. The ultrasonic apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
acoustic intensity of said therapeutic ultrasound con-
trolled by said therapy control part is not less than 1
W/cm2 and not more than 1000 W/cm2,

Patentanspriiche

1. Ultraschallvorrichtung (1) zur Diagnose und Thera-
pie, aufweisend:

eine erste Ultraschallsonde (3) zur phasenan-
dernden Ultraschallbestrahlung,

eine zweite Ultraschallsonde (2) zur diagnosti-
schen Ultraschallbestrahlung,

eine Ultraschallbestrahlungsvorrichtung (4) zur
therapeutischen Ultraschallbestrahlung,

eine Echoerfassungseinrichtung (2) zur Erfas-
sung eines Ultraschallechos,

eine Phasenanderungs-Steuereinheit (53), um
mittels der phasenandernden Ultraschallbe-
strahlung durch die erste Ultraschallsonde eine
Phasenénderungin einem Ultraschall-Kontrast-
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mittel zu bewirken,

eine Diagnosesteuereinheit (52), um unter Ver-
wendung des von der Echoerfassungseinrich-
tung erfassten Ultraschallechos, das der dia-
gnostischen Ultraschallbestrahlung durch die
zweite Ultraschallsonde entspricht, die Phasen-
anderung des Ultraschallkontrastmittels zu er-
fassen,

eine Differenzberechnungseinrichtung (552),
um eine zeitliche Differenz der von der Diagno-
sesteuereinheit erfassten Phasendnderung zu
berechnen,

eine Positionseinrichtung (553), um eine Zielpo-
sition zu bestimmen, an der die Differenz bewirkt
wird, und

eine Therapiesteuereinheit (54) fir die thera-
peutische Ultraschallbestrahlung der bestimm-
ten Zielposition durch die Ultraschallbestrah-
lungsvorrichtung.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste Ultra-
schallsonde zur Bestrahlung mittels mindestens
zweier Arten Ultraschall eingerichtet ist, die sich in
der akustischen Intensitat unterscheiden.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei die mindestens
zwei Arten Ultraschall eine erste Welle und eine
zweite Welle umfassen, von denen die zweite Welle
nicht weniger als ein Viertel und nicht mehr als ein
Mal die akustische Intensitat der ersten Welle auf-
weist.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Frequenz
des von der phasenandernden Steuereinheit ge-
steuerten phasenandernden Ultraschalls nicht we-
niger als 0,5 MHz und nicht mehr als 10 MHz betragt.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Frequenz
des von der Diagnosesteuereinheit gesteuerten dia-
gnostischen Ultraschalls nicht weniger als 0,5 MHz
und nicht mehr als 10 MHz betragt.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei die akustische
Intensitat des von der Therapiesteuereinheit gesteu-
erten therapeutischen Ultraschalls nicht weniger als
1 W/cmZ2 und nicht mehr als 1000 W/cm?2 betrégt.

Revendications

Appareil a ultrasons (1) pour diagnostic et thérapie
comprenant :

une premiere sonde a ultrasons (3) pour expo-
sition a des ultrasons de déphasage ;

une seconde sonde a ultrasons (2) pour expo-
sition a des ultrasons de diagnostic ;

un appareil d’exposition aux ultrasons (4) pour
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exposition a des ultrasons thérapeutiques ;

un dispositif de détection d’écho (2) pour détec-
ter un écho ultrasonore ;

une partie de controle de déphasage (53) pour
provoquer le déphasage dans un agent de con-
traste ultrasonore grace a ladite exposition aux
ultrasons de déphasage par le biais de ladite
premiére sonde a ultrasons ;

une partie de contréle de diagnostic (52) pour
détecter le déphasage dudit agent de contraste
ultrasonore, en utilisant ledit écho ultrasonore
détecté par ledit dispositif de détection d’écho
correspondant a ladite exposition aux ultrasons
de diagnostic grace a ladite seconde sonde a
ultrasons ;

un dispositif de calcul de différence (552) pour
calculer une différence au fil du temps dudit dé-
phasage détecté par ladite partie de contréle de
diagnostic ;

un dispositif de position (553) pour décider d’'une
position cible ou ladite différence est produite ;
et

une partie de contrdle de thérapie (54) pour la-
dite exposition aux ultrasons thérapeutiques de
ladite position cible décidée par le biais dudit
appareil d’exposition aux ultrasons.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ladite premiére sonde a ultrasons est confi-
gurée pour une exposition par au moins deux sortes
d’'ultrasons d’intensité acoustique différente.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel lesdites au moins deux sortes d'ultrasons
comprennent une premiére onde et une seconde on-
de, et ladite seconde onde n’a pas moins d’un quart
et pas plus d’'une fois l'intensité acoustique de ladite
premiére onde.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la fréquence dudit ultrason de déphasage
contrélée par ladite partie de contréle de déphasage
n’est pas inférieure a 0,5 MHz et pas supérieure a
10 MHz.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la fréquence dudit ultrason de diagnostic con-
trélée par ladite partie de contrdle de diagnostic n’est
pas inférieure a 0,5 MHz et pas supérieure a 10 MHz.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel l'intensité acoustique dudit ultrason thérapeu-
tique contrélée par ladite partie de contrle de thé-
rapie nest pas inférieure & 1 w/cm? et pas supérieure
a 1000 w/cm?2.
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FIG.2A

First Wave
Second Wave

FIG.2B

10ms 50ms
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FIG.3
Start

Obtain an electric signal of an ultrasound echo | _~S01
corresponding to a diagnostic ultrasonic pulse exposed
to a target position, and convert it to a digital signal.

|

Make a diagnostic image (before a phase shift) of the target position,| — S02
based on the digital signal, and notifies the control part
for the phase shift of having made the diagnostic image.

!

Start scanning the ultrasonic pulse e S03

for the phase shift around the target.

!

Make a diagnostic image after | _—S04
the phase shift at every scanning.

!

Compare the diagnostic images before and after the phase shift,}-—" S05

and calculate the brightness difference between the images.

S06

oes
e brightness change excee

No

a preset threshold?

Lower the intensity of the ultrasonic pulse for the phase |~ S07
shift to a preset value between 1 and 1/4.

: _ \If : _—S08
Decide a target position where the difference exceeded the threshold.

!

Expose an ultrasonic pulse for a therapy |_~S09

to the decided target position.

v

Move the focus of the ultrasonic pulse for the phase shift to a target] §10
position where the ultrasonic pulse for the phase shift was not exposed.
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FIG.4A
First Wave Second Wave
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FIG.5
B —mode Image Pulse inversion Image
(B 1)Before Exposing Ultrasound (P 1)Before Exposing Ultrasound
for Phase Shift ] for Phase Shift

First Stage

Second Stage

Third Stage

(B4) After Exposing Ultrasound  (P4) After Exposing Ultrasound
for Therapy for Therapy

Fourth Stage B
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FIG.6
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