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Description
BACKGROUND
1. Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to methods and
apparatuses for displaying a three-dimensional (3D) re-
gion of an object.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses transmit ul-
trasound signals generated by transducers of a probe to
an object and receive echo signals reflected from the
object, thereby obtaining at least one image of an internal
part of the object (e.g., soft tissue or blood flow). In par-
ticular, ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses are used for
medical purposes including observing an internal area
of an object, detecting foreign substances, and assessing
injuries. Such ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses provide
high stability, display images in real time, and are safe
due to no radiation exposure, compared to X-ray appa-
ratuses. Therefore, an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
is widely used together with other types of imaging diag-
nosis devices including a computed tomography (CT) ap-
paratus, a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) appara-
tus, and the like.

[0003] US 2014/0187948 A1 discloses systems and
methods for ultrasound image rendering, wherein adap-
tive rendering may include locally changing an opacity
function to enhance the visibility of an object or region of
interest, such as a catheter. The surrounding tissue may
be made semi-transparent by decreasing the opacity of
the corresponding voxels. US 2012/0190984 A1 disclos-
es an ultrasound system with an opacity setting unit,
wherein a user input unit is configured to receive input
information for setting opacity according to depth.

SUMMARY

[0004] Provided are an ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus as defined in claim 1, and a method of displaying an
ultrasound image as defined in claim 11. Preferred em-
bodiments are defined in the dependent claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] These and/or other aspects will become appar-
ent and more readily appreciated from the following de-
scription of the embodiments, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example in which an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus displays an internal structure of
a three-dimensional (3D) volume corresponding to
aregion of interest (ROI);
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FIGS. 2A through 2C illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus generates an ul-
trasound image representing a surface of a 3D vol-
ume;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, ofgeneratinganim-
age showing an internal structure of an object based
on a gradient in a depth direction of intensity of ul-
trasound echo signals received from adjacent points
from among points in a 3D region of the object;

FIGS. 4A through 4D illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus generates an im-
age showing an internal structure of an object based
on a gradient in a depth direction of ultrasound echo
signals received from adjacent points from among
points in a 3D region of the object;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an in-
ternal structure of a 3D volume on an ROI;

FIG. 6 illustrates a method, performed by an ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an internal
structure of a 3D volume on an ROI;

FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate an example in which an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays an internal
structure of a 3D volume corresponding to an ROI
set by a user, together with a surface of the 3D vol-
ume;

FIGS. 8A through 8C illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays an inter-
nal structure of a 3D volume corresponding to an
ROl set by a user, together with a surface of the 3D
volume;

FIG. 9illustrates an example in which an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus displays an internal structure of
a 3D volume corresponding to an ROI set by a user,
together with a surface of the 3D volume;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an im-
age showing a 3D volume based on 3D rendering
properties set according to a depth;

FIG. 11A is a flowchart of a method, performed by
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an
image showing a 3D volume based on opacity ac-
cording to a depth;

FIGS. 11B and 11D illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus receives a user
input for setting opacity with respect to a depth;
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FIG. 11C illustrates an example in which opacity val-
ues with respect to a depth are set in an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus based on a user input;

FIGS. 12A and 12B illustrate another example in
which an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus receives a
user input for setting opacity with respect to a depth;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying a vol-
ume of a 3D volume, which is located below a depth
set by a user;

FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays an inter-
nal structure of a 3D volume located below a depth
set by a user;

FIGS. 14C and 14D illustrate another example in
which an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays
an internal structure of a 3D volume located down
from a depth set by a user;

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an im-
age showing a 3D volume based on a color set ac-
cording to a depth;

FIG. 16 illustrates an example inwhich an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus receives a user input for setting
a color according to a depth;

FIG. 17 illustrate an example in which an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus generates an ultrasound image
showing a 3D volume based on a color set by the
user according to a depth;

FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an im-
age showinga 3D volume based on adegree of focus
with respect to a depth set by a user;

FIGS. 19A and 19B illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus receives a user
input for setting a degree of focus according to a
depth;

FIGS. 20A through 20D illustrate an example in
which an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays
an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based
on a degree of focus with respect to a depth selected
by a user;

FIG. 21 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of displaying an ul-
trasound image showing a 3D volume based on a
shape of an ROI set with respect to a depth selected
by a user, according to an embodiment of the present
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invention;

FIGS. 22A through 22C illustrate an example in
which an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus receives a
user input for setting ROIs having different shapes
according to a depth, according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIGS. 23A and 23B illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays an ultra-
sound image showing a 3D volume based on opac-
ities that are respectively set for a plurality of ROIs
selected according to a depth, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 24A and 24B illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays an ultra-
sound image showing a 3D volume based on de-
grees of focus respectively set for a plurality of ROls
according to depths, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIGS. 25A and 25B illustrate an example in which
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus displays an ultra-
sound image showing a 3D volume based on colors
respectively set for a plurality of ROls selected ac-
cording to a depth, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 26 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of representing a
plurality of volumes differently by segmenting a 3D
volume of an object into the plurality of volumes and
setting 3D rendering properties respectively for the
plurality of volumes;

FIG. 27 illustrates an example in which an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus segments a 3D volume of an
object into a plurality of volumes based on intensity
and a gradient of intensity for a voxel among voxels
constituting the 3D volume;

FIG. 28A illustrates an example in which an ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus represents a plurality of
volumes obtained by segmentationin such a manner
as to distinguish the plurality of volumes from one
another by rendering the volumes based on different
3D rendering properties;

FIG. 28B illustrates an example in which an ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus sets an ROl with respect
to a volume from among a plurality of volumes ob-
tained by segmentation;

FIG. 29 is a flowchart of a method, performed by an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus, of setting different
3D rendering properties according to a plurality of
volumes based on a user input;
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FIG. 30illustrates an example inwhich an ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus sets different 3D rendering
properties according to a plurality of volumes based
on a user input;

FIG. 31 is a block diagram of a configuration of an
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus; and

FIG. 32 is a block diagram of a configuration of a
systemincluding an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0006] The terms used in this specification are those
general terms currently widely used in the art. Also, some
terms may be arbitrarily selected by the applicant, and
in this case, the meaning of the selected terms will be
described in detail in the detailed description of the
present specification. Thus, the terms used in the spec-
ification should be understood not as simple names but
based on the meaning of the terms and the overall de-
scription.

[0007] When a part "includes" or "comprises" an ele-
ment, unless there is a particular description contrary
thereto, the part can further include other elements, not
excluding the other elements. In addition, terms such as
"---unit", "--- module", or the like refer to units that perform
at least one function or operation, and the units may be
implemented as hardware or software or as a combina-
tion of hardware and software.

[0008] Reference will now be made in detail to embod-
iments, examples of which are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer
to like elements throughout. Parts not related to the
present disclosure are omitted to clarify the description
of embodiments. Expressions such as "at least one of,"
when preceding a list of elements, modify the entire list
of elements and do not modify the individual elements of
the list.

[0009] Throughout the specification, an "ultrasound
image" refers to an image of an object, which is obtained
using ultrasound waves. Furthermore, an "object" may
be a human, an animal, or a part of a human or animal.
For example, the object may be an organ such as the
liver, the heart, the uterus, the brain, a breast, or the
abdomen, a blood vessel, or a combination thereof. Also,
the object may be a phantom. The phantom means a
material having a density, an effective atomic number,
and a volume that are approximately the same as those
of an organism. For example, the phantom may be a
spherical phantom having properties similar to a human
body.

[0010] Throughout the specification, a "user" may be,
but is not limited to, a medical expert, for example, a
medical doctor, a nurse, a medical laboratory technolo-
gist, or a medical imaging expert, or a technician who
repairs medical apparatuses.

[0011] Furthermore, throughout the specification, a
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three-dimensional (3D) volume" may be a 3D region of
an imaged object. For example, if an ultrasound diagno-
sis apparatus 1000) captures an image of the heart, a
3D volume may be a 3D region of the imaged heart.
[0012] Furthermore, throughout the specification, "3D
volume data" may be data used to represent a 3D volume
of an object. For example, 3D volume data may be an
ultrasound echo signal received from a 3D volume of an
object.

[0013] Hereinafter, embodiments will be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates an example in which an ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays an internal
structure of a 3D volume corresponding to a region of
interest (ROI), according to an embodiment useful for
understanding the present invention.

[0015] Referring to FIG. 1, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an internal anatomical struc-
ture 30 of a 3D volume corresponding to an ROI 40 on
an ultrasound image 100

[0016] The ultrasound image 100 may be an ultra-
sound image showing a 3D volume as a 3D scene. For
example, by capturing an image of a pregnant woman’s
abdomen via a probe including two-dimensional (2D) ma-
trix array transducers, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may receive ultrasound echo signals reflected
from a 3D region of a fetus. The ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate 3D volume data with re-
spect to the fetus based on the received ultrasound echo
signals. 3D volume data may be generated by mapping
a 3D region of an object to a plurality of voxels having
3D position values and determining ultrasound echo sig-
nals received from points in the 3D region respectively
corresponding to the voxels as being values of the voxels.
[0017] After generating the 3D volume data, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an
opacity value for each voxel in the 3D volume data. The
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display the
ultrasound image 100 showing the fetus as a 3D scene
by performing volume rendering with respect to the 3D
volume data based on an opacity value assigned to each
voxel.

[0018] Inthis case, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display an ultrasound image showing a surface
of a 3D volume as a 3D scene. For example, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an
opacity value for each voxel to be proportional to an in-
tensity of an ultrasound echo signal received from the
fetus and display an ultrasound image showing a surface
of a 3D volume as a 3D scene based on the determined
opacity value and a volume rendering algorithm such as
ray-casting. A method of generating an ultrasound image
showing a surface of a 3D volume will be described in
detail below with reference to FIGS. 2A through 2C.
[0019] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display an ultrasound image showing an
internal structure of a 3D volume as a 3D scene. For
example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may



7 EP 3 106 096 B1 8

determine an opacity value for each voxel based on a
gradient of intensity of ultrasound echo signals between
the voxel and its adjacent voxel and generate an ultra-
sound image based on an opacity value assigned to each
voxel and a ray casting algorithm. According to an em-
bodiment, an ultrasound image showing aninternal struc-
ture of a 3D volume may be referred to as a "Crystal Vue
image". A method of generating an ultrasound image
showing an internal structure of a 3D volume will be de-
scribed in detail below with reference to FIGS. 3 and
FIGS. 4A through 4D.

[0020] Aninternal structure of a 3D volume may mean
relative positions of structures constituting a 3D region
of an object, and the relative positions may
include_relative positions in a 2D plane as well as relative
positions in a depth direction. The structures in the 3D
region of the object may include at least one of a part,
organ, and tissue, but are not limited thereto.

[0021] For example, if an ultrasound image shows a
surface of a 3D volume of a fetal face, the ultrasound
image may represent only relative positions in a 2D plane
of parts such as eyes, a noise, and a mouth. On the other
hand, if an ultrasound image shows an internal structure
of a 3D volume of a fetal face, the ultrasound image may
represent relative positions in a depth direction of parts
such as a skull, a brain, and a cerebral ventricle as well
as a contour of the fetal face.

[0022] According to an embodiment, a part, an organ,
or tissue may be referred to as a context, and the context
may include, but is not limited to, a face, a spine, a ven-
tricle, an umbilical cord, the liver, the heart, and a long
bone.

[0023] Furthermore, according to an embodiment, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may perform 3D
rendering based on not only a ray casting algorithm but
also various other 3D rendering algorithms such as
Marching Cubes, oriented splats, etc.

[0024] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display the internal structure 30 of the 3D
volume only on the ROI 40 from among regions in the
ultrasound image 100 while displaying the ultrasound im-
age 100 showing a surface 50 of the 3D volume on re-
gions other than the ROI 40.

[0025] For example, if a user input for setting the ROI
40 in the ultrasound image 100 showing the surface 50
of the 3D volume, i.e., a skin of a fetal torso, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display on the set
ROI 40 the internal structure 30 of the fetal torso located
below the ROI 40.

[0026] If an internal area of the fetal torso is composed
of a spine and muscle tissue surrounding the spine, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display the
spine located below the ROI 40 on the ROI 40, together
with a contour of the muscle tissue surrounding the spine.
FIGS. 2A through 2C illustrate an example in which the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 generates an ul-
trasound image representing a surface of a 3D volume.
[0027] Referring to FIG. 2A, the ultrasound diagnosis
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apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image
showing a surface of a 3D volume based on a ray casting
algorithm.

[0028] A 3D volume may be represented by using 3D
volume data 200 that is a cubic box. For example, the
3D volume data 200 may be composed of a plurality of
voxels having 3D coordinate values, and a value of each
voxel may be an intensity of an ultrasound echo signal
received from a point of an object corresponding to each
voxel.

[0029] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
render the 3D volume data 200 as an ultrasound image.
For example, as shown in FIG. 2A, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may render the 3D volume data
as an ultrasound image by using a ray casting algorithm.
[0030] In detail, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may determine a beam 230 that is emitted from a
light source 220 and propagates through a pixel C 210
in the ultrasound image toward the 3D volume data 200.
A position of the light source 220 may be the same as a
position of auser’s eyes that view animage or be selected
by the user.

[0031] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
sample intensities at a plurality of points C, through C,
in the 3D volume data 200 along the determined beam
230. The points Cj through C,, may be voxels and may
include points generated by interpolating voxels through
which the beam 230 passes.

[0032] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine colors and opacity values at the respective
points Cg through C, based on intensities at the corre-
sponding points Cg through C,,. For example, as intensity
at a point becomes higher, the ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratus 1000 may determine a higher opacity value at
the point.

[0033] For example, as shown in FIG. 2A, if a beam
having an amount of 1 emanates from the light source
220 along a beam’s path, the ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratus 1000 may determine that an amount of 0.5 is
reflected or absorbed and the remaining amount of 0.5
is transmitted at point C 240 based on intensity at the
point C, 240. Furthermore, when the transmitted amount
of 0.5 propagates again to point C; 250, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine that an amount
of 0.25isreflected or absorbed and the remaining amount
of 0.25 is transmitted at point C4 250 based on intensity
at the point C4 250. Thus, the ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratus 1000 may determine opacity values at the point
Cgy 240 and the point C4 250 to be 0.5 and 0.25, respec-
tively.

[0034] After determining opacity values for the points
C, through C,,, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may determine a color in the pixel C 210 constituting the
ultrasound image by performing composition on opacity
values and colors respectively corresponding to the
points Cy through C,, along the beam 230.

[0035] By uniformly accumulating colors and opacity
values across all the points C, through C, along the
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beam’s path in a manner as shown in FIG. 2A, the ultra-
sound image may represent only a surface of the 3D
volume. Since the ultrasound image shows only the sur-
face of the 3D volume, the user is not able to see an
internal structure of the 3D volume.

[0036] Forexample,referringto FIG. 2B, ifa3D volume
is composed of a sun 262, an earth 264, and a moon 266
positioned in the same line as a user’s eyes, an ultra-
sound image 100 generated by rendering 3D volume da-
ta may show only a surface of the sun 262. Thus, the
user is not able to view the earth 264 and the moon 266
that are internal structures of the 3D volume.

[0037] Furthermore, for example, referring to FIG. 2C,
if a 3D volume is a 3D region of a fetus 280 in the uterus,
an ultrasound image 100 generated by rendering 3D vol-
ume data may show only a skin of the fetus 280. Thus,
the user cannot identify positions of the heart, bones, and
other organs of the fetus 280 that are internal structures
ofthe 3D volume by examining the ultrasound image 100.
[0038] FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method, performed by
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of generating
animage showing an internal structure of an objectbased
onagradientin a depth direction of intensity of ultrasound
echo signals received from adjacent points from among
points in a 3D region of the object, according to an em-
bodiment useful for understanding the presentinvention.
[0039] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
acquire ultrasound echo signals with respect to a 3D re-
gion of an object (S310).

[0040] The 3D region of the object for which the ultra-
sound echo signals are acquired may be referred to as
a 3D volume. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may generate 3D volume data with respect to the 3D
volume based on the acquired ultrasound echo signals.
The 3D volume data may be generated by mapping the
3D region of the object to a plurality of voxels having 3D
position values and determining ultrasound echo signals
received from points in the 3D region respectively corre-
sponding to the voxels as being values of the voxels.
[0041] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine an opacity value of a point in the 3D region
based on a gradient of intensity of an ultrasound echo
signal between the point and its adjacent point (S320).
[0042] For example, after generating the 3D ultra-
sound volume data, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may determine an opacity value for each voxel in
the 3D volume data. In detail, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may determine an opacity value for each
voxel based on a gradient of intensity of ultrasound echo
signals between the voxel and its adjacent voxel.
[0043] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an image showing an internal structure of the 3D
region based on the determined opacity value (S330).
[0044] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image by applying
a ray casting algorithm to the 3D volume data consisting
of voxels for which opacity values are respectively deter-
mined.
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[0045] FIGS. 4A through 4D illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 gener-
ates an image showing an internal structure of an object
based on a gradient in a depth direction of ultrasound
echo signals received from adjacent points from among
points in a 3D region of the object, according to an em-
bodiment useful for understanding the present invention.
[0046] Referring to FIG. 4A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image
showing an internal structure of a 3D volume based on
a gradient in a depth direction of ultrasound echo signals
received from adjacent points from among pointsina 3D
region.

[0047] A gradient between adjacent points may mean
the degree of homogeneity between the adjacent points.
For example, if a first point 310 is a cavum and a second
point 320 adjacent to the first point 310 is a uterine tissue,
since intensity at the first point 310 is almost close to "0"
and intensity at the second point 320 has a significantly
great value, a differential value of intensity between the
first and second points 310 and 320 may have a large
value. On the other hand, if the first point 310 is a skin
tissue and the second point 320 is another point in the
same skin tissue, a differential value of intensity between
the first and second points 310 and 320 may be almost
close to "0". Thus, a point having a large differential value
may be determined as being a contour of a part, organ,
or tissue.

[0048] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine an opacity value at each pointin a 3D volume
based on a gradient of intensity between each point and
a point that is adjacent to each point_in a direction in
which a beam 230 travels. For example, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an opacity val-
ue at the second point 320 to be proportional to a differ-
ential value of intensity between the first point 310 and
the second point 320 adjacent thereto.

[0049] For example, as shown in FIG. 4A, if a beam
having an amount of 1 emanates from a light source 220
along abeam’s path, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may determine that an amount of 0.5 is reflected
or absorbed at point CO 240 and the remaining amount
of 0.5 is transmitted in proportion to a differential value
at the point Cy 240. Furthermore, when the penetrated
amount of 0.5 propagates again to point C4 250, the ul-
trasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine that
the amount of 0.5 is penetrated without reflection or ab-
sorption at point C4 250 in proportion to a differential val-
ue at the point C4 250. Thus, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may determine opacity values at the
point Cy 240 and the point C; 250 to be 0.5 and O, re-
spectively.

[0050] After determining opacity values for a plurality
of points C, through C,,, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image of a 3D
volume by applying a ray casting algorithm to 3D volume
data for which opacity values are respectively deter-
mined. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
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1000 may determine a color in a pixel C 210 in the ultra-
sound image by performing composition on opacity val-
ues and colors respectively corresponding to the points
Cy through C,, along the beam 230.

[0051] The ultrasound image generated based on a
gradient between adjacent points may show an internal
structure of the 3D volume. For example, if the point C
240 is a point where a fetal skin starts and the point C4
250is apoint where a fetal stomach starts, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound im-
age showing a contour of the fetal skin and a contour of
the fetal stomach located in the contour of the fetal skin.
[0052] Referring to FIG. 4B, if a 3D volume is com-
posed of a sun 262, an earth 264, and a moon 266 po-
sitioned in the same line as a user’s eyes, an ultrasound
image 100 generated by rendering 3D volume data may
show contours of the moon 264 and the moon 266 as
well as a contour of the sun 262. Thus, by examining the
ultrasound image 100, the user is able to identify posi-
tions of the earth 264 and the moon 266 that are internal
structures of the 3D volume.

[0053] Referring to FIG. 4C, if a 3D volume is a fetus
280 in the uterus, an ultrasound image 100 generated
by rendering the 3D volume may show contours of a brain
and organs of the fetus 280 as well as a contour of a skin
of the fetus 280. Thus, by examining the ultrasound im-
age 100, the user may identify positions of a heart, bones,
and other organs of the fetus 280 that are internal struc-
tures of the 3D volume.

[0054] As shown in FIG. 4C, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may show only a contour of an internal
part of 3D volume, organ, or tissue while displaying the
interior of the part, organ, or tissue as being transparent.
[0055] Furthermore, referring to FIG. 4D, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an
opacity value for each point based on intensity at each
point as well as a calculated gradient. For example, if a
gradient between a point and its adjacent point is less
than or equal to a first threshold value but intensity at the
pointis greater than or equal to a second threshold value,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine
an opacity value for the point to be a high value.

[0056] As shown in FIG. 4D, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image 410
showing a surface of a fetus’s legs and an ultrasound
image 420 showing internal structures of the fetus’s legs.
The ultrasound image 420 may show internal structures
of the fetus’s legs in more detail by representing muscles
ofthe legs as being semi-transparentand bones as being
opaque.

[0057] Furthermore, according to an embodiment, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may show only a
part, organ, or tissue selected by a user from among in-
ternal structures of a 3D volume as an ultrasound image.
[0058] FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method, performed by
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of displaying
an internal structure of a 3D volume on an ROl according
to an embodiment useful for understanding the present
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invention.

[0059] Referring to FIG. 5, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display a firstimage showing a sur-
face of a 3D region of an object (S510).

[0060] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
generate 3D volume data with respect to the 3D region
of the object based on ultrasound echo signals received
from the 3D region of the object.

[0061] After generating the 3D volume data, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an
opacity value for each voxel in the 3D volume data. For
example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine an opacity value for each voxel to be propor-
tionalto anintensity of an ultrasound echo signal received
from a fetus. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may display a first ultrasound image showing a surface
of a 3D volume as a 3D scene by applying a ray casting
algorithm to the 3D volume data consisting of voxels for
which opacity values are respectively determined.
[0062] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting an ROI in the displayed
ultrasound image (S520).

[0063] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display on the set ROl a second ultrasound image show-
ing an internal structure corresponding to the ROI from
among internal structures of the 3D region (S530).
[0064] The internal structure corresponding to the ROI
may include relative positions in a depth direction of struc-
tures that are located below the ROl from among struc-
tures constituting the 3D region. For example, by display-
ing contours of the structures located below the ROI at
different depths, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may show relative positions in a depth direction of
the structures located below the ROI. The structures may
include at least one of a skin, an organ, a blood vessel,
a bone, and a cavum, but are not limited thereto.
[0065] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
generate a second ultrasound image showing an internal
structure based on a gradient in a depth direction of ul-
trasound echo signals received from adjacent points from
among points in a 3D region. For example, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an opacity val-
ue for each voxel based on a gradient of intensity of ul-
trasound echo signals between the voxel and its adjacent
voxel and generate a second ultrasound image by ap-
plying a ray casting algorithm to a 3D volume.

[0066] Furthermore, when a userinputfor changing an
ROI is received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display a second ultrasound image showing
an internal structure corresponding to the changed ROI
on the changed ROI.

[0067] Furthermore, when a user input for setting a
depth of an internal structure to be displayed on an ROI
is received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may display a portion of the internal structure corre-
spondingto the ROI, whichis located below the setdepth,
on the ROI. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratus 1000 may display a portion of the internal struc-
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ture located below the set depth by setting opacity values
at points located above the set depth, from among points
in a 3D region, to "0".

[0068] Furthermore, when a first ultrasound image
shows a surface of the 3D region and at least one struc-
ture located below the surface of the 3D region, as a user
input for selecting one from among the at least one struc-
ture, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may dis-
play a second ultrasound image showing the selected
structure on an ROI.

[0069] Furthermore, when auserinputfor setting a plu-
rality of ROls is received, the ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratus 1000 may display, on an ROI, a second ultra-
sound image showing an internal structure correspond-
ing to the ROI by respectively setting different rendering
parameters for the set ROIs according to a depth of the
3D region. In this case, the rendering parameters may
include atleast one of opacity, degree of focus, and color,
but are not limited thereto.

[0070] FIG. 6 illustrates a method, performed by the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of displaying an
internal structure of a 3D volume on an ROI according
to an embodiment useful for understanding the present
invention.

[0071] Referring to FIG. 6, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an internal structure of a 3D
volume only on an ROI 610 while displaying a surface of
a 3D volume on a region other than the ROI 610.
[0072] If the 3D volume is composed of a sun 262, an
earth 264, and a moon 266 positioned in the same line
as a user’s eyes, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display an ultrasound image showing a surface
of the sun 262 that is a surface of the 3D volume.
[0073] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting the ROI 610 in the ultra-
sound image. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may generate an image showing an internal structure of
a 3D volume corresponding to the set ROI 610 and dis-
play the generated image on the ROI 610. Referring to
FIG. 6, the earth 264 and the moon 266 may be located
in the set ROI 610 in a depth direction. In this case, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may generate an
image showing the earth 264 and the moon 266 and dis-
play the generated image on the ROI 610.

[0074] Thus, the user is able to observe the surface of
the 3D volume together with the internal structure of the
3D volume corresponding to the ROI 610.

[0075] FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate an example in which
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays an in-
ternal structure of a 3D volume corresponding to an ROI
set by a user, together with a surface of the 3D volume,
according to an embodiment useful for understanding
the present invention.

[0076] Referring to FIG. 7A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
showing a surface 710 of an ovary.

[0077] AsshowninFIG. 7A, ovarian follicles may hard-
ly be identified in the ultrasound image showing the sur-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

face of the ovary 710.

[0078] Referring to FIG. 7B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may determine an ROI and display fol-
licles located below the surface 710 of the ovary on the
determined ROI. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may automatically determine a position
of a follicle in a 3D volume of the ovary. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may automatically
determine a position of a follicle in the ovary based on at
least one of intensity of an ultrasound echo signal re-
ceived from the follicle, a gradient of intensity between a
surface of the follicle and tissue in the ovary adjacent to
the surface of the follicle, and a position of the ovary.
[0079] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine, based on the determined position of the fol-
licle, a region where the follicle is located as an ROI1 720.
The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display a
follicle 730 located below the ROI 720 on the determined
ROI 720.

[0080] Inthiscase, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display follicles located immediately beneath
the ROI 720 as well as those located at the back in a
depth direction by representing contours of follicles lo-
cated below the ROI 720 and the interior of each follicle
as being transparent.

[0081] FIGS. 8A through 8C illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an internal structure of a 3D volume corresponding to an
ROl set by a user, together with a surface of the 3D vol-
ume, according to an embodiment useful for understand-
ing the present invention.

[0082] Referring to FIG. 8A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for setting an
ROI 820 in an ultrasound image 100 showing a surface
of a 3D volume including a fetus’s spine.

[0083] The ultrasound image 100 may be obtained by
scanning a fetus’ side and show a skin of a flank thereof.
[0084] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
provide a user interface configured to select a shape of
the ROI 820 and set a position of the ROI 820 in the
ultrasound image 100. Examples of the shape of the ROI
820 may include a circle, a triangle, a quadrangle, etc.,
but are not limited thereto.

[0085] Referring to FIG. 8B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an internal structure of a 3D
volume corresponding to the ROI 820 on the ROI 820.
[0086] Forexample, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a vertebra 830 located below the
ROI 820 and a contour 835 of tissue surrounding a spine,
which allows the user to identify abnormality of the fetus
such as spina bifida.

[0087] Referring to FIG. 8C, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for adjusting a
size of the ROI 820. For example, as shown in FIG. 8C,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a
user input for increasing a size of the ROl 820 whose
shape is set to a circle.

[0088] Afterthe size of the ROI 820 has been adjusted,
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the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an
internal structure of a 3D volume corresponding to the
adjusted size of the ROI1820. For example, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display the vertebra 830
located below the adjusted ROI 820 and a contour of
tissue surrounding the spine.

[0089] FIG. 9 illustrates an example in which the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays an internal
structure of a 3D volume corresponding to an ROI set by
a user, together with a surface of the 3D volume, accord-
ing to another embodiment useful for understanding the
present invention.

[0090] Referring to FIG. 9, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for setting an
ROI 910 in an ultrasound image showing a fetus’s back.
[0091] For example, the user input for setting the ROI
910 may be a user input for drawing a contour of the ROI
910.

[0092] After the ROI 910 has been set, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an internal struc-
ture of a 3D volume corresponding to the set ROl 910.
[0093] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a vertebra 920, ribs 922, and an
organ 924 located below the set ROl 910.

[0094] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of display-
ing an image showing a 3D volume based on 3D render-
ing properties set according to_a depth, according to an
embodiment useful for understanding the present inven-
tion.

[0095] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display a first ultrasound image showing an object
(S1010).

[0096] Examples of the first ultrasound image may in-
clude an A mode image, a B mode image, an M mode
image, a Doppler image, and a Crystal Vue image, but
are not limited thereto.

[0097] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a plurality of ultrasound images
respectively showing different cross-sections of an object
and determine a first ultrasound image by receiving a
user input for selecting one of the plurality of ultrasound
images as the first ultrasound image.

[0098] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting first and second depths
in a first ultrasound image and setting different 3D ren-
dering properties with respect to the first and second
depths (S1020).

[0099] The 3D rendering properties may include at
least one of an opacity, a color, a size and shape of an
ROI, and a degree of focus. Furthermore, the first and
second depths may respectively be first and second
depth intervals in a 3D volume.

[0100] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
provide a user interface for setting 3D rendering proper-
ties. The user interface for setting the 3D rendering prop-
erties may include an indicator that indicates a direction
of a depth in the first ultrasound image. Furthermore, the
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user interface for setting the 3D rendering properties may
include a plurality of images representing a pattern of the
3D rendering properties according to a depth. The ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user in-
put for setting 3D rendering properties according to a
depth by receiving a user input for selecting one of a
plurality of images respectively representing patterns of
the 3D rendering properties according to depths.
[0101] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
generate a second ultrasound image showing a 3D vol-
ume of the object based on the set 3D rendering prop-
erties (S1030).

[0102] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display the generated second ultrasound image (S1040).
[0103] FIG. 11Ais a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of display-
ing an image showing a 3D volume based on opacity
according to a depth, according to an embodiment useful
for understanding the present invention.

[0104] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display a first ultrasound image showing an object
(S1110).

[0105] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting first and second depths
in the first ultrasound image and setting different opacity
values with respect to the first and second depths
(S1120).

[0106] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a user interface for setting an opac-
ity value by using a graph and may receive a user input
for setting an opacity value with respect to a depth via
the user interface.

[0107] Furthermore, for example, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for setting
a first opacity value with respect to the first to second
depths and a second opacity value with respect to the
second to third depths.

[0108] According to an embodiment, the ultrasound di-
agnosis apparatus 1000 may segment a part, organ, or
tissue in an ultrasound image into regions to be dis-
played, select one from among regions of the segmented
part, organ, or tissue, and receive a user input for select-
ing an opacity value with respect to a depth by receiving
a user input for selecting an opacity value corresponding
to the selected region of the part, organ, or tissue.
[0109] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
generate a second ultrasound image showing a 3D vol-
ume of the object based on the set opacity values
(S1130). The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an image showing a 3D volume by taking into
account an opacity value set according to a depth as well
as intensity of an ultrasound echo signal. For example,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine
again an opacity value for a voxel so as to be proportional
to intensity of the voxel and an opacity value set accord-
ing to a depth of the voxel. If intensity of ultrasound from
a first voxel has a high value but an opacity set according
to a depth of the first voxel has a low value, the ultrasound
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diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an opacity val-
ue for the first voxel to be low.

[0110] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display an image showing a 3D volume by
taking into account an opacity value set according to a
depth of a voxel as well as a gradient of intensity between
the voxel and its adjacent voxel. For example, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine again
an opacity value for a voxel so as to be proportional to a
gradient of intensity of ultrasound between the voxel and
its adjacent voxel and an opacity value set according to
a depth of the voxel. If a gradient of intensity between a
voxel and its adjacent voxel has a large value but opacity
set according to a depth of the voxel has a low value, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine an
opacity value for the voxel to be low.

[0111] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display the generated second ultrasound image (S1140).
[0112] FIGS. 11B and 11D illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 receives
a user input for setting opacity with respect to a depth,
according to an embodiment useful for understanding
the present invention.

[0113] Referring to FIG. 11B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
while displaying a user interface 1110 for setting opacity
according to a depth on the ultrasound image 100.
[0114] Examples of the ultrasound image 100 may in-
clude an A mode image, a B mode image, an M mode
image, a Doppler image, and a Crystal Vue image, but
are not limited thereto.

[0115] For example, the user interface 1110 may be
displayed on the ultrasound image 100 and include a
coordinate axis (Z axis) representing a degree of a depth
and a coordinate axis (Opacity axis) representing arange
of opacity.

[0116] The user may set opacity for a part, which is
located at a depth of interest among parts of the object
in the ultrasound image 100, to a high value via the user
interface 1110 displayed on the ultrasound image 100.
[0117] Forexample, ifthe ultrasound image 100 shows
afirst part 1130, a second part 1132 surrounding the first
part 1130, a third part 1134 surrounding the second part
1132, and a fourth part 1136 surrounding the third part
1134, the user may set opacity at depth 2 to a higher
value than those at the other depths in order to display
in detail the third and fourth parts 1134 and 1136 at the
depth 2.

[0118] Referring to FIG. 11C, opacity values with re-
spect to a depth may be set in the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 based on the user input received as
shown in FIG. 11B.

[0119] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume of the
object based on the set opacity values. For example, the
ultrasound image generated based on the set opacity
values with respect to a depth described with reference
to FIG. 11C may represent finer details of structures lo-
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cated at the depth 2 while hardly representing structures
located at depth 4.

[0120] Referring to FIG. 11D, opacity values with re-
spect to a depth interval may be set in the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000.

[0121] Anultrasound image generated based on opac-
ity values with respect to a depth interval shown in FIG.
11D may show finerdetails of structures located at depths
1 to 2 and depths 3 to 4.

[0122] FIGS. 12A and 12B illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 receives
a user input for setting opacity with respect to a depth,
according to another embodiment useful for understand-
ing the present invention.

[0123] Referringto FIG. 12A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 1210
representing a sagittal plane or an A plane of an object
together with an ultrasound image 1220 representing a
coronal plane or B plane of the object. Furthermore, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an ul-
trasound image 1230 representing an axial plane or C
plane of the object. Furthermore, the ultrasound diagno-
sis apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image
1240 showing a 3D volume of an ROI 1215 set in the
ultrasound image 1210.

[0124] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting one from among the
ultrasound images 1210, 1220, 1230, and 1240 of the
object. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may receive a userinput for selecting the ultrasound
image 1210 representing the sagittal plane of the object.
[0125] Referringto FIG. 12B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for selecting
an opacity with respect to a depth of the object in the
selected ultrasound image 1210.

[0126] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a plurality of patterns 1250, each
pattern showing different opacities according to a depth.
When a user input for selecting one from among the plu-
rality of patterns 1250 is received, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may display the selected pattern
on a graph 1260 of opacity with respect to a depth.
[0127] If the selected pattern has highest peaks of
opacities at two depths, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratus 1000 may display scroll buttons 1270 and 1275 for
selecting the two depths.

[0128] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting the two depths by mov-
ing the scroll buttons 1270 and 1275. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user
input for selecting a depth at which a jaw of a fetus is
located as a first depth and a depth at which a nuchal of
the fetus is located as a second depth.

[0129] When a user input for selecting two depths is
received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume of an
object and representing finer details of tissues located at
the first and second depths.
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[0130] FIG. 13 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of display-
ing a volume of a 3D volume, which is located below a
depth set by a user, according to an embodiment useful
for understanding the present invention.

[0131] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting a depth of a volume of a
3D volume to be displayed (S1310).

[0132] Forexample, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display an ultrasound image showing a
cross-section of a volume to be displayed and a user
interface for setting a depth of the volume to be displayed.
The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive
a user input for adjusting a depth of a 3D volume to be
displayed via the user interface.

[0133] Furthermore, for example, as shown in FIG.
11B, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may re-
ceive a user input for selecting one pointin an ultrasound
image on which a depth direction is indicated.

[0134] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display a volume of the 3D volume located below the set
depth by adjusting an opacity of a volume of the 3D vol-
ume located above the set depth to "0" (S1320).

[0135] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display a volume of the 3D volume located below the set
depth while not displaying a volume of the 3D volume
located above the set depth by adjusting opacity of the
portion above the set depth to less than or equal to a
reference value. The reference value may be a value in
the range of 0 to 10, but is not limited thereto.

[0136] Inthiscase, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display a surface and an internal structure of
a 3D volume located down from the set depth.

[0137] FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an internal structure of a 3D volume located down from
adepth set by a user, according to an embodiment useful
for understanding the present invention.

[0138] Referring to FIG. 14A, opacities with respect to
adepth set by the user may have a pattern in which opac-
ity from a surface of a 3D volume to depth Z1 may be set
to "0", an opacity at the depth Z1 has a highest value,
and opacity decreases in a depth direction extending
away from the depth Z1.

[0139] Referring to FIG. 14B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for setting an
ROI 720 in an ultrasound image 100 showing a surface
710 of an ovary and display follicles 730 in the ovary,
which are located below the ROI1 720, on the set ROI 720.
[0140] Inthiscase, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display the follicles 730 located in a depth di-
rection away from the depth Z1 from among a plurality
of follicles located below the ROI 720. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may show con-
tours of the follicles and display the interior of the follicles
as being transparent or opaque based on a gradient be-
tween adjacent voxels and the interior of the follicles,
thereby displaying the follicles 730 located at the depth
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Z1 together with those located in the depth direction.
[0141] Furthermore, since an opacity value is set to
decrease in the depth direction away from the depth Z1,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine
again an opacity value for a voxel by taking into account
an opacity value corresponding to a depth of the voxel
as well as a gradient between the voxel and its adjacent
voxel. Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may display contours of follicles 730 located close
to the depth Z1 in more detail while displaying the follicles
730 more dimly toward the depth direction.

[0142] FIGS. 14C and 14D illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an internal structure of a 3D volume located down from
a depth set by a user, according to another embodiment
useful for understanding the present invention.

[0143] Referringto FIG. 14C, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for adjusting a
depth of a volume to be displayed in a 3D volume.
[0144] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may receive a user input for changing a depth
of a volume to be displayed from depth Z1 to depth Z2.
[0145] Referring to FIG. 14D, as the depth of the vol-
ume to be displayed increases from the depth Z1 to the
depth Z2, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display follicles 730 located in a depth direction away
from the depth Z2 from among a plurality of follicles lo-
cated below an ROI 720.

[0146] FIG. 15 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of display-
ing an image showing a 3D volume based on a color set
according to a depth, according to an embodiment useful
for understanding the present invention.

[0147] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a userinput for setting colors according to adepth
(S1510).

[0148] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a userinput for setting a first color for a first depth
and a second color for a second depth. Furthermore, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an ul-
trasound image of an object, indicate a direction and a
degree of a depth on the displayed ultrasound image,
and receive a user input for selecting a color correspond-
ing to a depth of a selected point in the ultrasound image
by receiving a user input for selecting the point and the
color corresponding to the point.

[0149] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may segment a part, organ, or tissue in an ul-
trasound image into regions to be displayed, select one
from among regions of the segmented part, organ, or
tissue, and receive a user input for selecting a color with
respect to a depth by receiving a user input for selecting
a color corresponding to the selected region of the part,
organ, or tissue.

[0150] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an image showing a 3D volume based on the set
colors (S1520).

[0151] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
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tus 1000 may determine a color set at a depth where a
voxel is located as being a color corresponding to the
voxel. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may dis-
play an image showing a 3D volume by performing vol-
ume rendering based on a color corresponding to a voxel.
[0152] FIG. 16 illustrates an example in which the ul-
trasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 receives a user input
for setting a color according to a depth, according to an
embodiment useful for understanding the present inven-
tion.

[0153] Referring to FIG. 16, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
showing an object while displaying an indicator 1610 rep-
resenting a depth direction on the ultrasound image 100.
[0154] Examples of the ultrasound image 100 may in-
clude an A mode image, a B mode image, an M mode
image, a Doppler image, an ultrasound image showing
a 3D volume, and a Crystal Vue image, but are not limited
thereto.

[0155] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a user interface 1620 including a
plurality of selectable colors. The user interface 1620
may include a color bar, a color palette, etc., but is not
limited thereto.

[0156] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting a depth and a color
corresponding to the selected depth. For example, the
ultrasound image 100 may represent bones 1130, mus-
cles 1132 surrounding the bones 1130, a dermis 1134
surrounding the muscles 1132, and an epidermis 1136
surrounding the dermis 1134. Thus, the user may select
adepth from 0 to Z1 where the epidermis 1136 is located
and a light skin color corresponding to the selected depth.
Furthermore, the user may select a dark skin color cor-
responding to a depth from Z1 to Z2 where the dermis
1134 is located. Furthermore, the user may select a red
color corresponding to a depth from Z2 to Z3 where the
muscles 1132 are located. Furthermore, the user may
select a green color corresponding to a depth from Z3 to
Z4 where the bones 1130 are located.

[0157] When a user input for selecting a depth and a
color corresponding to the selected depth is received,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine
a color selected for a depth where a voxel is located as
being a color corresponding to the voxel and generate
an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based on the
determined color.

[0158] FIG. 17 illustrate an example in which the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 generates an ultra-
sound image showing a 3D volume based on a color set
by the user according to a depth, according to an em-
bodiment useful for understanding the presentinvention.
[0159] Referring to FIG. 17, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
showing a surface 710 of an ovary and follicles 730 in
the surface 710 of the ovary in different colors.

[0160] Forexample, after receiving a user input for se-
lecting a yellow color as a color corresponding to a depth
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where the surface 710 of the ovary is located and a white
color as a color corresponding to a depth where the fol-
licles 730 in the surface 710 of the ovary, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display the ultrasound
image 100 showing the surface 710 of the ovary in the
yellow color and the follicles 730 in the ovary in the white
color.

[0161] FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of display-
ing an image showing a 3D volume based on a degree
of focus with respect to a depth set by a user, according
to an embodiment useful for understanding the present
invention.

[0162] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user inputfor setting degrees of focus according
to a depth (S1810).

[0163] According to an embodiment, the degree of fo-
cus may be referred to as sharpness.

[0164] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting a first degree of focus with
respect to a first depth and a second degree of focus with
respect to a second depth. Furthermore, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound im-
age of an object and receive a user input for selecting a
degree of focus corresponding to a depth of a selected
point in the ultrasound image by receiving a user input
for selecting the point and the degree of focus corre-
sponding to the depth of the point.

[0165] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may segment a part, organ, or tissue in an ul-
trasound image into regions to be displayed, select one
from among regions of the segmented part, organ, or
tissue, and receive a user input for selecting a degree of
focus with respect to a depth by receiving a user input
for selecting the degree of focus corresponding to the
selected region of the part, organ, or tissue.

[0166] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based
on the set degrees of focus (S1820).

[0167] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
adjust the degree of focusing with respect to an ultra-
sound image by performing image filtering on the ultra-
sound image based on the degree of focus correspond-
ing to a selected depth.

[0168] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image representing
a selected depth more clearly than the other depths by
performing 3D filtering with respect to the selected depth.
Examples of a 3D filter may include an anisotropy diffu-
sion filter, a directional filter, and a non-local mean filter,
but are not limited thereto. Furthermore, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for
setting a contrast or tint as well as a degree of focus
according to a depth and display an ultrasound image
showing a 3D volume based on the set contrast or tint.

[0169] FIGS. 19A and 19B illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 receives
a user input for setting a degree of focus according to a
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depth, according to an embodiment useful for under-
standing the present invention.

[0170] Referringto FIG. 19A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
while displaying a user interface for setting a degree of
focus according to a depth on the ultrasound image 100.
[0171] Examples of the ultrasound image 100 may in-
clude an A mode image, a B mode image, an M mode
image, a Doppler image, an ultrasound image showing
a 3D volume, and a Crystal Vue image, but are not limited
thereto.

[0172] Forexample, the user interface for setting a de-
gree of focus may be displayed on the ultrasound image
100 and include a coordinate axis (Z axis) representing
a degree of a depth and a coordinate axis (Focus axis)
representing a degree of focus.

[0173] The user may set a degree of focus for a part,
which is located at a depth of interest among parts of the
object in the ultrasound image 100, to a high value via
the userinterface displayed on the ultrasound image 100.
[0174] Referring to FIG. 19B, the degree of focus with
respect to a depth may be setin the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 based on the user input received as
shown in FIG. 19A.

[0175] Referring to FIG. 19C, a degree of focus with
respect to a depth interval may be set in the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000.

[0176] FIGS. 20A through 20D illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based on a
degree of focus with respect to a depth selected by a
user, according to an embodiment useful for understand-
ing the present invention.

[0177] Referring to FIG. 20A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image 100
showing a surface 710 of an ovary and follicles 730 at a
firstdepth fromamongfollicles located below an ROI720.
[0178] In this case, when a first degree of focus is set
with respect to the first depth, as shown in FIG. 20B, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may display an ul-
trasoundimage 105 representing the follicles 730 located
at the first depth in an elaborate way based on the first
degree of focus by performing 3D filtering with respect
to the first depth of 3D volume data representing the ova-
ry.

[0179] Furthermore, referring to FIG. 20C, when a user
input for displaying on the ROI 720 follicles 735 located
below a second depth from among follicles located below
the ROI 720 is received, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image 110 show-
ing the follicles 735 in the ovary located below the second
depth on the ROI.

[0180] In this case, when a second degree of focus is
set with respect to the second depth, as shown in FIG.
20D, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may dis-
play an ultrasound image 115 representing the follicles
735 located at the second depth in an elaborate way
based on the second degree of focus by performing 3D
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filtering with respect to the second depth of 3D volume
data representing the ovary.

[0181] FIG. 21 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of display-
ing an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based on
a shape of an ROl set according to a depth selected by
a user, according to an embodiment.

[0182] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting ROIs with respect to a
depth of a 3D volume (S2110).

[0183] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting ROls having different
shapes according to a depth of a 3D volume.

[0184] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may receive a user input for setting a circular
ROI for a first depth of a 3D volume and a quadrangular
ROl for a second depth. Furthermore, the ultrasound di-
agnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for set-
ting an ROI having a first size for a first depth of the 3D
volume and an ROI having a second size for a second
depth. Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may receive a user input for setting a hexahedral
3D ROI for first to second depths and a cylindrical 3D
ROI for second to third depths.

[0185] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based
on the set ROIs (S2120).

[0186] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based
on a shape of an ROIO set according to a depth.
[0187] FIGS. 22A through 22C illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 receives
a user input for setting ROls having different shapes ac-
cording to a depth, according to an embodiment.
[0188] Referringto FIG. 22A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
while displaying a user interface for setting ROIs having
different shapes according to a depth on the ultrasound
image 100.

[0189] Examples of the ultrasound image 100 may in-
clude an A mode image, a B mode image, an M mode
image, a Doppler image, an ultrasound image showing
a 3D volume, and a Crystal Vue image, but are not limited
thereto.

[0190] Forexample, the userinterface for setting ROls
may be displayed on the ultrasound image 100 and in-
clude a coordinate axis 1610 representing a degree of a
depth and a plurality of selectable geometric figures 2210
having different shapes.

[0191] When a userinput for selecting a depth and one
of the plurality of geometric figures 2210 corresponding
to the selected depth is received, the ultrasound diagno-
sis apparatus 1000 may determine a shape of the select-
ed geometric figure as being a shape of an ROI corre-
sponding to the selected depth. In this case, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user in-
put for adjusting a size of the ROI.

[0192] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-



25 EP 3 106 096 B1 26

tus 1000 may determine a figure directly created by the
user as well as ageometric figure having a predetermined
shape as being a shape of the ROI. For example, when
a user input for selecting a depth and drawing a figure is
input, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may de-
termine a shape of the figure drawn by the user as being
a shape of an ROI corresponding to the selected depth.
[0193] Furthermore, when a user input for setting ROls
2220, 2222, 2224, and 2226 corresponding to depths is
received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display points where the set ROIs 2220, 2222, 2224, and
2226 respectively meet an object on the ultrasound im-
age 100.

[0194] Referring to FIG. 22B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may determine ROls having different siz-
es and shapes according to depths based on the received
user input described with reference to FIG. 22A.

[0195] Referring to FIG. 22C, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display an ultrasound image 100
showing a 3D volume based on ROIs set according to
depths selected by the user.

[0196] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display the ultrasound image 100 repre-
sented by rendering only the set ROls.

[0197] Furthermore, for example, when a user input
for moving a view plane in a depth direction (Z-axis di-
rection) is received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may generate an ultrasound image by rendering
only ROIs set with regard to depths located below a
moved depth and display the generated ultrasound im-
age.

[0198] Furthermore, for example, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may generate a 3D volume by con-
necting set ROIs together and generate an ultrasound
image by performing volume rendering with respect to
the generated 3D volume.

[0199] FIGS. 23A and 23B illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based on
opacities that are respectively set for a plurality of ROIs
selected according to a depth, according to an embodi-
ment.

[0200] Referring to FIG. 23A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a userinput for respectively
setting opacities for a plurality of ROIls with respect to
depths.

[0201] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may receive a user input for selecting an ROI
atdepth Z1 from among the plurality of ROls with respect
to depths and opacity of 20% for the selected ROI.
[0202] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine different opacities respectively for a plurality
of ROlIs selected according to a depth. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine
opacity of 20% for an ROl selected at the depth Z1, opac-
ity of 50% for an ROI selected at depth Z2, opacity of
30% for an ROI selected at depth Z3, and opacity of 5%
for an ROI selected at depth Z4.
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[0203] Referring to FIG. 23B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image 100
showing a 3D volume based on opacities respectively
set for a plurality of ROIs with respect to depths. In this
case, as an ROI has a higher opacity, the ROl may be
represented in more detail in the ultrasound image 100.
[0204] FIGS. 24A and 24B illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based on de-
grees of focus respectively set for a plurality of ROls with
respect to depths, according to an embodiment.

[0205] Referringto FIG. 24A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for respectively
setting degrees of focus for a plurality of ROIs with re-
spect to depths.

[0206] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may receive a user input for selecting an ROI
at depth Z1 from among the plurality of ROIs with respect
to depths and a degree of focus of 20% for the selected
ROI.

[0207] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine different degrees of focus respectively for a
plurality of ROIs selected according to a depth. For ex-
ample, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may de-
termine degree of focus of 20% for an ROI selected at
the depth Z1, degree of focus of 40% for an ROl selected
at depth Z2, degree of focus of 100% for an ROl selected
at depth Z3, and degree of focus of 10% for an ROI se-
lected at depth Z4.

[0208] Referring to FIG. 24B, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image 100
showing a 3D volume based on degrees of focus respec-
tively set for a plurality of ROls with respect to depths. In
this case, as an ROI has a higher degree of focus, the
ROI may be represented more clearly in the ultrasound
image 100.

[0209] FIGS. 25A and 25B illustrate an example in
which the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 displays
an ultrasound image showing a 3D volume based on
colors respectively set for a plurality of ROIs selected
according to a depth, according to an embodiment.
[0210] Referringto FIG. 25A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for respectively
setting colors for a plurality of ROIs with respect to
depths.

[0211] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may receive a user input for selecting one from
among the plurality of ROls with respect to depths and
a red color for the selected ROI.

[0212] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine different colors respectively for a plurality of
ROIs selected according to a depth. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine a
light skin color for an ROI selected at depth Z1, a dark
skin color for an ROI selected at depth Z2, a red color
for an ROl selected at depth Z3, and a green color for an
ROI selected at depth Z4.

[0213] Referring to FIG. 25B, the ultrasound diagnosis
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apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image 100
showing a 3D volume based on colors respectively set
for a plurality of ROIs with respect to depths. Thus, the
user may determine a depth of a point based on colors
displayed in the ultrasound image 100.

[0214] FIG. 26 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of repre-
senting a plurality of volumes in different ways by seg-
menting a 3D volume of an object into the plurality of
volumes and setting 3D rendering properties respectively
for the plurality of volumes, according to an embodiment
useful for understanding the present invention.

[0215] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
acquire 3D volume data representing a 3D volume of an
object (S2610).

[0216] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
acquire 3D volume data with respect to the object from
an external device or server. For example, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may acquire 3D volume data
with respectto the objectfrom a hospital server oranother
medical apparatus in a hospital, which is connected
thereto via a picture archiving and communication sys-
tem (PACS).

[0217] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may transmit ultrasound signals to the object,
receive ultrasound echo signals reflected by the object,
and generate 3D volume data with respect to the object
by processing the received ultrasound echo signals.
[0218] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
segment the 3D volume of the object into a plurality of
volumes based on the acquired 3D volume data (S2620).
[0219] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
segment the 3D volume of the object into a plurality of
volumes representing internal structures in the 3D vol-
ume of the object.

[0220] For example, a voxel having a high intensity
from among voxels in the 3D volume or a voxel having
a large gradient of intensity with_its adjacent voxel is
most likely to be a meaningful target. For example, from
among voxels in the 3D volume, high intensity voxels
may correspond to a bone, and a voxel having a large
gradient of intensity with its adjacent voxel may corre-
spond to a boundary between two tissues. Thus, the ul-
trasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may segment the 3D
volume of the object into a plurality of volumes based on
atleast one of an intensity value of a voxel and a gradient
of intensity with its adjacent voxel.

[0221] Furthermore, for example, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may obtain 3D coherence for the
3D volume data in order to measure homogeneity of the
3D volume data. Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may obtain a structure tensor for the 3D
volume data. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may determine, based on the obtained 3D coherence
and structure tensor, whether voxels in the 3D volume
form a linear or curved shape or are in a homogeneous
region. By determining voxels forming a linear shape as
being a volume representing a tube and voxels forming
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acurved shape as being a volume representing a bound-
ary, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may seg-
ment the 3D volume of the object into a plurality of vol-
umes.

[0222] Furthermore, for example, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may segment the 3D volume of
the object into a plurality of volumes based on entropy
values for voxels in the 3D volume. An entropy value for
avoxel is a measure of uncertainty of the voxel, and may
be determined to have a higher value as a value of its
adjacent voxel is more random.

[0223] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine a region where voxels have lower entropy val-
ues as being a homogeneous region. On the other hand,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine
a region where voxels have higher entropy values as
being a meaningful target region. Accordingly, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may connect voxels
having entropy values greater than or equal to a threshold
value and determine the connected voxels as being a
volume. Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may connect voxels having entropy values less
than the threshold value and determine the connected
voxels as being a volume. Furthermore, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine a volume hav-
ing voxels with entropy values greater than or equal to
the threshold value as being a boundary between tissues
while determining a volume having voxels with entropy
values less than the threshold value as being an interior
of tissue.

[0224] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may segment the 3D volume of the object into
a plurality of volumes by applying a segmentation algo-
rithm to the 3D volume data. Examples of the segmen-
tation algorithm may include Otsu-thresholding, Graph
cut, Snake, and Machine Learning, but are not limited
thereto. For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may detect a plurality of follicles in a 3D volume
representing an ovary by using a snake 3D algorithm,
determine the detected plurality of follicles as being a
plurality of volumes, and label the determined plurality of
volumes.

[0225] By rendering first and second volumes from
among the plurality of volumes based on different 3D
rendering properties, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may generate an ultrasound image representing
the first and second volumes in different ways (S2630).
[0226] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image representing
the second volume in a more emphasized manner than
the first volume by setting opacity of the first volume to
be higher than opacity of the second volume. Further-
more, for example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 may segment the 3D volume into a plurality of piec-
es of volume data based on an intensity and a gradient
of intensity and render 3D volume data by setting a high
opacity for volume data having large intensity and large
gradient of intensity from among the plurality of pieces
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of volume data. Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image rep-
resenting a volume having large intensity and gradient
of intensity in an emphasized manner.

[0227] Furthermore, for example, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image
representing the first and second volumes in such a man-
ner as to distinguish them from each other by setting
colors of the first and second volumes differently. Fur-
thermore, for example, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image represent-
ing the second volume more clearly than the first volume
by setting a degree of focus for the second volume to be
higher than that for the first volume. For example, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may select at least
one volume from among the plurality of volumes and gen-
erate an ultrasound image representing the selected vol-
ume more clearly than the other volumes by performing
3D filtering on the selected volume.

[0228] Examples of a 3D filter may include an anisot-
ropy diffusion filter, a directional filter, and a non-local
mean filter, but are not limited thereto. In general, a 3D
filter exhibit excellent filtering effects by removing noise
while preserving edges but may require high computa-
tional costs. Thus, 3D filtering on unnecessary volumes
may require a large amount of computations and a long
computation time. By applying a 3D filter only to important
volumes from among the plurality of volumes, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may provide an ultra-
sound image representing the important volumes clearly
with a small amount of computations.

[0229] Furthermore, when the 3D volume of the object
is segmented into a plurality of volumes representing in-
ternal structures in the 3D volume, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may represent the first and second
volumes in different ways by rendering the plurality of
volumes based on 3D rendering properties respectively
corresponding to the internal structures.

[0230] 3D rendering properties to be automatically ap-
plied respectively to a plurality of volumes may be preset
in the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000. For exam-
ple, 3D rendering properties corresponding to character-
istics of each volume may be stored in the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000.

[0231] In detail, 3D rendering properties to be applied
respectively to internal structures may be preset by the
user in the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000. For ex-
ample, rendering properties may be set so that a bone,
an organ, or a skin may be respectively rendered as a
white, red, or skin color.

[0232] Furthermore, opacity corresponding to an av-
erage intensity and an average gradient of intensity may
be preset for each volume. For example, opacity corre-
sponding to a volume having an average intensity greater
than or equal to a first threshold value and an average
gradient of intensity greater than or equal to a second
threshold value may be set to 50, and opacity corre-
sponding to a volume having an average intensity less
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than the first threshold value and an average gradient of
intensity less than the second threshold value may be
set to 5.

[0233] Furthermore, as described above, 3D rendering
properties for first and second volumes may be automat-
ically set by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 or
be selected by the user.

[0234] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
render again the 3D volume data with respect to the ob-
ject based on newly set 3D rendering properties.
[0235] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display the generated ultrasound image (S2640).
[0236] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image representing re-rendered
3D volume of the object.

[0237] FIG. 27 illustrates an example in which the ul-
trasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 segments a 3D vol-
ume of an object into a plurality of volumes based on
intensity and a gradient of intensity for a voxel among
voxels constituting the 3D volume, according to an em-
bodiment useful for understanding the present invention.
[0238] As described above, a voxel having a high in-
tensity from among voxels in a 3D volume or a voxel
having a large gradient of intensity with its adjacent voxel
is most likely to be a meaningful target.

[0239] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
determine intensity values and gradients of intensity val-
ue with an adjacent voxel respectively for voxels in a 3D
volume and segment the 3D volume of an object into a
plurality of volumes based on the determined intensity
values and gradients of intensity value.

[0240] For example, as shown in FIG. 27, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may connect voxels
2730 having intensity values less than a first threshold
value 2710 and gradients of intensity value greater than
a second threshold value 2720 and determine the con-
nected voxels 2730 as being a first volume. The ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may also connect vox-
els 2740 having intensity values greater than the first
threshold value 2710 and gradients of intensity value
greater than the second threshold value 2720 and deter-
mine the connected voxels 2740 as being a second vol-
ume. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may also
connect voxels 2750 having intensity values less than
the first threshold value 2710 and gradients of intensity
value less than the second threshold value 2720 and
determine the connected voxels 2750 as being a third
volume. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
also connect voxels 2760 having intensity values greater
than the first threshold value 2710 and gradients of in-
tensity value less than the second threshold value 2720
and determine the connected voxels 2760 as being a
fourth volume. The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may set different colors respectively for the first through
fourth volumes and render 3D volume data based on the
set different colors.

[0241] Furthermore, for example, the ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may connect the voxels 2740 hav-
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ing intensity values greater than the first threshold value
2710 and gradients of intensity value greater than the
second threshold value 2720 and determine the connect-
ed voxels 2740 as being a volume, set a size and a shape
of an ROI so that the volume is included in the ROI, and
render 3D volume data based on the ROI.

[0242] FIG. 28A illustrates an example in which the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 represents a plu-
rality of volumes obtained by segmentation in such a
manner as to distinguish the plurality of volumes from
one another by rendering the volumes based on different
3D rendering properties, according to an embodiment
useful for understanding the present invention.

[0243] Referring to FIG. 28A, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may segment a 3D volume representing
afetusinto four volumes, i.e., first through fourth volumes
1130, 1132, 1134, and 1136 based on 3D volume data.
[0244] Accordingto an embodiment, the ultrasound di-
agnosis apparatus 1000 may determine tissues respec-
tively corresponding to the first through fourth volumes
1130, 1132,1134,and 1136. Forexample, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may determine the first
through fourth volumes 1130, 1132, 1134, and 1136 re-
spectively as being a bone, an organ, a dermis, and an
epidermis of the fetus.

[0245] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
generate an ultrasound image representing tissues in dif-
ferent colors. For example, a light skin color, a dark skin
color, a red color, and a green color may be set for the
epidermis, dermis, organ, and bone, respectively, in the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000. Accordingly, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may generate an
ultrasound image showing which tissues respectively
correspond to the first through fourth volumes 1130,
1132, 1134, and 1136 by setting a light skin color, a dark
skin color, a red color, and a green color respectively for
the fourth, third, second, and first volumes 1136, 1134,
1132, and 1130 and rendering 3D volume data based on
the set colors.

[0246] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
represent atleast one tissue from among tissues respec-
tively corresponding to the first through fourth volumes
1130, 1132, 1134, and 1136 in a more emphasized man-
ner than the other tissues by setting different opacities
according to tissue and rendering 3D volume data based
on the set opacities. For example, opacities correspond-
ing to the epidermis, dermis, and bone may be set to 1
in the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 while opacity
corresponding to the organ may be set to 50. Thus, the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may generate an
ultrasound image representing the second volume 1132
in a more emphasized manner than the fourth, third, and
first volumes 1136, 1134, and 1130.

[0247] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may represent at least one tissue from among
tissues respectively corresponding to the first through
fourth volumes 1130, 1132, 1134, and 1136 more clearly
than the other tissues by setting different degrees of focus
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according to tissue and rendering 3D volume data based
on the set degrees of focus. For example, degrees of
focus corresponding to the epidermis, dermis, and bone
may be set to 0 in the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 while a degree of focus corresponding to the organ
may be set to 10. Thus, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratus 1000 may generate an ultrasound image represent-
ing the second volume 1132 more clearly than the fourth,
third, and first volumes 1136, 1134, and 1130.

[0248] FIG. 28B illustrates an example in which the
ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 sets an ROI with
respect to a volume from among a plurality of volumes
obtained by segmentation, according to an embodiment
useful for understanding the present invention.

[0249] Referring to FIG. 28B, when a user input for
selecting one pointin a 3D volume thatis segmented into
a plurality of volumes is received, the ultrasound diagno-
sis apparatus 1000 may determine a volume including
the selected point from among the plurality of volumes
and set an ROI at a depth of the selected point by taking
into account a size and a shape of the determined vol-
ume.

[0250] For example, if a user input for selecting a point
2810 in a third volume 1134 is received, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may set a region 2820 where
a cross-section at a depth of the selected point 2810 in-
tersects the third volume 1134 as an ROL.

[0251] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting 3D rendering properties
with respect to the set ROI. For example, the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for
setting an opacity, color, or degree of focus with respect
to the set ROI.

[0252] FIG. 29 is a flowchart of a method, performed
by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000, of setting
different 3D rendering properties with respect to a plu-
rality of volumes based on a user input, according to an
embodiment useful for understanding the present inven-
tion.

[0253] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display an ultrasound image showing a plurality of vol-
umes obtained by segmentation (S2910).

[0254] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
segment a 3D volume of an object into a plurality of vol-
umes and display an ultrasound image showing contours
of the plurality of volumes or the plurality of volumes in
different colors. Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may display together 3D rendering prop-
erties respectively applied to the plurality of volumes.
[0255] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting one volume from among
the plurality of volumes (S2920).

[0256] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting one volume from among
the plurality of volumes via a user’s touch or a mouse.
Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may also display a separate user interface for selecting
one of the plurality of volumes. The ultrasound diagnosis
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apparatus 1000 may display the selected volume in such
amanner as to distinguish the selected volume from non-
selected volumes.

[0257] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for setting 3D rendering properties
with respect to the volume selected from among the plu-
rality of volumes (S2930).

[0258] For example, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display a user interface for setting 3D ren-
dering properties with respect to the selected volume.
The user interface may include a user interface for se-
lecting an opacity, a user interface for selecting a color,
a user interface for selecting a degree of focus, and a
user interface for selecting a size and a shape of an ROI.
[0259] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive, via a user interface, a user input for selecting at
least one from among an opacity, color, degree of focus,
and size and shape of an ROI for the selected volume.
[0260] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
generate again an ultrasound image representing the se-
lected volume in a different manner than the other vol-
umes by rendering 3D volume data based on the set 3D
rendering properties (S2940).

[0261] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display the regenerated ultrasound image (S2950).
[0262] FIG. 30 illustrates an example in which the ul-
trasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 sets different 3D ren-
dering properties with respect to a plurality of volumes
based on a user input, according to an embodiment use-
ful for understanding the present invention.

[0263] Referring to FIG. 30, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may receive a user input for selecting
one volume from among a plurality of volumes and setting
3D rendering properties with respect to the selected vol-
ume.

[0264] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
receive a user input for selecting one volume from among
the plurality of volumes. In this case, the ultrasound di-
agnosis apparatus 1000 may display the selected volume
in such a manner as to distinguish it from non-selected
volumes.

[0265] Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appara-
tus 1000 may display together 3D rendering properties
respectively set with respect to the plurality of volumes.
For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may show 3D rendering properties applied to a displayed
3D volume by displaying opacities, colors, degrees of
focus, sizes and shapes of ROls that are respectively set
for first through fourth volumes 1130, 1132, 1134, and
1136.

[0266] When a user input for selecting one volume is
received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
display user interfaces 3010 and 3020 for setting 3D ren-
dering properties with respect to the selected volume.
For example, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may display the user interface 3010 for setting a color
with respectto the selected volume and the user interface
3020 for setting opacity with respect thereto. However,
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embodiments are not limited thereto.

[0267] When auserinputforsetting 3D rendering prop-
erties with respect to the selected volume is received,
the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may generate
again an ultrasound image by rendering 3D volume data
based on the set 3D rendering properties.

[0268] Forexample, when auserinputforsettingopac-
ities of the first through fourth volumes 1130, 1132, 1134,
and 1136 to 0 and opacity of the third volume 1134 to 10
is received, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
may generate an ultrasound image representing only the
third volume 1134. Accordingly, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may provide a function for displaying on-
ly a volume selected from among the plurality of volumes.
[0269] FIG. 31 is a block diagram of a configuration of
an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 according to an
embodiment useful for understanding the present inven-
tion.

[0270] Referring to FIG. 31, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may include a controller 1700, a user
input device 1600, and a display 1400.

[0271] However, all of the components shown in FIG.
31 are not essential components. The ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatus 1000 may include more or fewer com-
ponents than those shown in FIG. 31.

[0272] While FIG. 31 shows that the user input device
1600 is separate from the display 1400, the user input
device 1600 and the display 1400 may be implemented
in an integrated form like a touch screen.

[0273] Thedisplay 1400 may display an ultrasound im-
age showing a 2D cross-section or 3D region of an object.
Furthermore, the display 1400 may display a user inter-
face.

[0274] Furthermore, the display 1400 may display a
first ultrasound image showing a surface of a 3D region
of the object.

[0275] The user input device 1600 may receive a user
input for controlling the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000. For example, the user input device 1600 may re-
ceive a user input for selecting an ROl in the displayed
first ultrasound image.

[0276] The controller 1700 may control all components
of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000. For exam-
ple, the controller 1700 may control the display 1400 to
display on the set ROl a second ultrasound image show-
ing an internal structure corresponding to the ROI from
among internal structures of the 3D region.

[0277] In this case, the controller 1700 may generate
the second ultrasound image showing an internal struc-
ture, based on a gradient of intensity of ultrasound echo
signals between points in the 3D region.

[0278] Accordingly, the display 1400 may display on
the set ROI the second ultrasound image showing an
internal structure corresponding to the ROI from among
internal structures of the 3D region. The internal structure
corresponding to the ROI may include relative positions
of structures that are located below the ROI from among
structures constituting the 3D region.
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[0279] In this case, the display 1400 may display the
relative positions of the structures located below the ROI
by showing contours of the structures located below the
ROI at different depths.

[0280] The structures may include at least one of a
skin, an organ, a blood vessel, a bone, and a cavum, but
are not limited thereto.

[0281] Furthermore, the user input device 1600 may
receive a user input for changing an ROIl. In this case,
the controller 1700 may control the display 1400 to dis-
play on the changed ROI a second ultrasound image
showing an internal structure corresponding to the
changed ROI.

[0282] Thus, the display 1400 may display, on the
changed ROI, the second ultrasound image showing the
internal structure corresponding to the changed ROI.
[0283] Furthermore, the user input device 1600 may
receive a user input for setting a depth of an internal
structure to be displayed on an ROIl. In this case, the
controller 1700 may control the display 1400 to display
a portion of the internal structure located down from the
set depth by setting opacity values at points located
above the set depth, from among points in a 3D region,
to less than or equal to a reference value. Accordingly,
the display 1400 may display a portion of the internal
structure corresponding to the ROI, which is located be-
low the set depth, on the ROI.

[0284] The userinput device 1600 may receive a user
input for setting a plurality of ROIs according to a depth
of the 3D region. In this case, the controller 1700 may
control the display 1400 to display on an ROI a second
ultrasound image showing an internal structure corre-
sponding to the ROI by respectively setting different ren-
dering parameters for the set ROIs. According to control
by the controller 1700, the display 1400 may display on
the ROl the second ultrasound image showing an internal
structure corresponding to the ROI by respectively set-
ting different rendering parameters for the set ROlIs. In
this case, the rendering parameters may include at least
one of opacity, degree of focus, and color, but are not
limited thereto.

[0285] FIG. 32 is a block diagram of a configuration of
a system including an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus
1000 according to an embodiment useful for understand-
ing the present invention. Referring to FIG. 32, the ultra-
sound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may include a probe
20, an ultrasound transceiver 1100, an image processor
1200, a communication module 1300, a display 1400, a
memory 1500, a user input device 1600, and a controller
1700, which may be connected to one another via buses
1800.

[0286] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
be a cart type apparatus or a portable type apparatus.
Examples of portable ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses
1000 may include, but are not limited to, a picture archiv-
ing and communication system (PACS) viewer, a smart-
phone, a laptop computer, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), and a tablet PC.
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[0287] The probe 20 transmits ultrasound waves to an
object 10 in response to a driving signal applied by the
ultrasound transceiver 1100 and receives echo signals
reflected by the object 10. The probe 20 includes a plu-
rality of transducers, and the plurality of transducers os-
cillate inresponse to electric signals and generate acous-
tic energy, that is, ultrasound waves. Furthermore, the
probe 20 may be connected to the main body of the ul-
trasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 by wire or wirelessly,
and according to embodiments, the ultrasound diagnosis
apparatus 1000 may include a plurality of probes 20.
[0288] A transmitter 1110 supplies a driving signal to
the probe 20. The transmitter 110 includes a pulse gen-
erator 1112, a transmission delaying unit 1114, and a
pulser 1116. The pulse generator 1112 generates pulses
for forming transmission ultrasound waves based on a
predetermined pulse repetition frequency (PRF), and the
transmission delaying unit 1114 delays the pulses by de-
lay times necessary for determining transmission direc-
tionality. The pulses which have been delayed corre-
spond to a plurality of piezoelectric vibrators included in
the probe 20, respectively. The pulser 1116 applies a
driving signal (or a driving pulse) to the probe 20 based
on timing corresponding to each of the pulses which have
been delayed.

[0289] A receiver 1120 generates ultrasound data by
processing echo signals received from the probe 20. The
receiver 120 may include an amplifier 1122, an analog-
to-digital converter (ADC) 1124, areception delaying unit
1126, and a summing unit 1128. The amplifier 1122 am-
plifies echo signals in each channel, and the ADC 1124
performs analog-to-digital conversion with respect to the
amplified echo signals. The reception delaying unit 1126
delays digital echo signals output by the ADC 124 by
delay times necessary for determining reception direc-
tionality, and the summing unit 1128 generates ultra-
sound data by summing the echo signals processed by
the reception delaying unit 1166. In some embodiments,
the receiver 1120 may not include the amplifier 1122. In
other words, if the sensitivity of the probe 20 or the ca-
pability of the ADC 1124 to process bits is enhanced, the
amplifier 1122 may be omitted.

[0290] The image processor 1200 generates an ultra-
sound image by scan-converting ultrasound data gener-
ated by the ultrasound transceiver 1100. The ultrasound
image may be not only a grayscale ultrasound image
obtained by scanning an objectin an amplitude (A) mode,
a brightness (B) mode, and a motion (M) mode, but also
a Doppler image showing a movement of an object via
a Doppler effect. The Dopplerimage may be a blood flow
Doppler image showing flow of blood (also referred to as
a color Doppler image), a tissue Doppler image showing
amovement of tissue, or a spectral Dopplerimage show-
ing a moving speed of an object as a waveform.

[0291] A B mode processor 1212 included in a data
processor 1210 extracts B mode components from ultra-
sound data and processes the B mode components. An
image generator 1220 may generate an ultrasound im-
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age indicating signal intensities as brightness based on
the extracted B mode components 1212.

[0292] Similarly, a Doppler processor 1214 included in
the data processor 1210 may extract Doppler compo-
nents from ultrasound data, and the image generator
1220 may generate a Doppler image indicating a move-
ment of an object as colors or waveforms based on the
extracted Doppler components.

[0293] According to an embodiment, the image gener-
ator 1220 may generate a three-dimensional (3D) ultra-
sound image via volume-rendering with respect to vol-
ume data and may also generate an elasticity image by
imaging deformation of the object 10 due to pressure.
Furthermore, the image generator 1220 may display var-
ious pieces of additional information in an ultrasound im-
age by using text and graphics. In addition, the generated
ultrasound image may be stored in the memory 1500.
[0294] A display 1400 displays the generated ultra-
sound image. The display 1400 may display not only an
ultrasound image, but also various pieces of information
processed by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000
on a screen image via a graphical user interface (GUI).
In addition, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000 may
include two or more displays 1400 according to embod-
iments.

[0295] The communication module 1300 is connected
to a network 30 by wire or wirelessly to communicate with
an external device or a server. The communication mod-
ule 1300 may exchange data with a hospital server or
another medical apparatus in a hospital, which is con-
nected thereto via a PACS. Furthermore, the communi-
cation module 1300 may perform data communication
according to the digital imaging and communications in
medicine (DICOM) standard.

[0296] The communication module 1300 may transmit
or receive data related to diagnosis of an object, e.g., an
ultrasound image, ultrasound data, and Doppler data of
the object, via the network 30 and may also transmit or
receive medical images captured by another medical ap-
paratus, e.g., a computed tomography (CT) apparatus,
a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) apparatus, or an
X-ray apparatus. Furthermore, the communication mod-
ule 1300 may receive information about a diagnosis his-
tory or medical treatment schedule of a patient from a
server and utilizes the received information to diagnose
the patient. Furthermore, the communication module
1300 may perform data communication not only with a
server or a medical apparatus in a hospital, but also with
a portable terminal of a medical doctor or patient.
[0297] The communication module 1300 is connected
to the network 30 by wire or wirelessly to exchange data
with a server 32, a medical apparatus 34, or a portable
terminal 36. The communication module 1300 may in-
clude one or more components for communication with
external devices. For example, the communication mod-
ule 1300 may include a local area communication module
1310, a wired communication module 1320, and a mobile
communication module 1330.
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[0298] The local area communication module 1310 re-
fers to a module for local area communication within a
predetermined distance. Examples of local area commu-
nication techniques according to an embodiment may
include, but are not limited to, wireless LAN, Wi-Fi, Blue-
tooth, ZigBee, Wi-Fi Direct (WFD), ultra wideband
(UWB), infrared data association (IrDA), Bluetooth low
energy (BLE), and near field communication (NFC).
[0299] The wired communication module 1320 refers
to a module for communication using electric signals or
optical signals. Examples of wired communication tech-
niques according to an embodiment may include com-
munication via a twisted pair cable, a coaxial cable, an
optical fiber cable, and an Ethernet cable.

[0300] The mobile communication module 1330 trans-
mits or receives wireless signals to or from at least one
selected from a base station, an external terminal, and
a server on a mobile communication network. The wire-
less signals may be voice call signals, video call signals,
or various types of data for transmission and reception
of text/multimedia messages.

[0301] The memory 1500 stores various data proc-
essed by the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000. For
example, the memory 1500 may store medical data re-
lated to diagnosis of an object, such as ultrasound data
and an ultrasound image that are input or output, and
may also store algorithms or programs which are to be
executed in the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000.
[0302] The memory 1500 may be any of various stor-
age media, e.g., a flash memory, a hard disk drive, EEP-
ROM, etc. Furthermore, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratus 1000 may utilize web storage or a cloud server that
performs the storage function of the memory 1500 online.
[0303] The user input device 1600 refers to a means
via which a user inputs data for controlling the ultrasound
diagnosis apparatus 1000. The user input device 1600
may include hardware components, such as a keypad,
a mouse, a touch pad, a touch screen, and a jog switch.
However, embodiments are not limited thereto, and the
user input device 1600 may furtherinclude any of various
other input units including an electrocardiogram (ECG)
measuring module, a respiration measuring module, a
voice recognition sensor, a gesture recognition sensor,
a fingerprint recognition sensor, an iris recognition sen-
sor, a depth sensor, a distance sensor, etc.

[0304] The controller 1700 may control all operations
of the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus 1000. In other
words, the controller 1700 may control operations among
the probe 20, the ultrasound transceiver 1100, the image
processor 1200, the communication module 1300, the
display 1400, the memory 1500, and the userinput device
1600 shown in FIG. 32.

[0305] All or some of the probe 20, the ultrasound
transceiver 1100, the image processor 1200, the com-
munication module 1300, the display 1400, the memory
1500, the user input device 1600, and the controller 1700
may be implemented as software modules. Furthermore,
at least one selected from the ultrasound transceiver
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1100, the image processor 1200, and the communication
module 1300 may be included in the controller 1700.
[0306] Embodiments may be implemented through
non-transitory computer-readable recording media hav-
ing recorded thereon computer-executable instructions
such as program modules that are executed by a com-
puter. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
media may be any available media that can be accessed
by a computer and include both volatile and nonvolatile
media and both detachable and non-detachable media.
Furthermore, the non-transitory computer-readable re-
cording media may include computer storage media and
communication media. The computer storage media in-
clude both volatile and nonvolatile and both detachable
and non-detachable media implemented by any method
or technique for storing information such as computer-
readable instructions, data structures, program modules,
or other data. The communication media typically em-
body computer-readable instructions, data structures,
program modules, other data of a modulated data signal,
or other transmission mechanism, and may include any
information transmission media.

[0307] Furthermore, in the present specification, the
term "unit" may be a hardware component such as a
processor or circuit and/or a software component that is
executed by a hardware component.

[0308] The above description is provided for illustra-
tion, and it will be understood by those of ordinary skill
in the art that various changes in form and details may
be made therein without departing from the scope of the
present invention as defined by the following claims. Ac-
cordingly, the above embodiments and all aspects there-
of are examples only and are not limiting. For example,
each component defined as an integrated component
may be implemented in a distributed fashion. Likewise,
components defined as separate components may be
implemented in an integrated manner. The invention is
defined in te appended claims.

Claims
1. An ultrasound diagnosis apparatus comprising:

a display configured to display a first ultrasound
image showing an object;

a user input device configured to receive a user
input for selecting first and second depths in the
first ultrasound image, for setting respectively a
first region of interest (ROI) at the first depth and
a second ROI at the second depth, and for set-
ting different three-dimensional (3D) rendering
properties with respect to the first and second
ROIs; and

a controller configured to generate a second ul-
trasound image showing a 3D volume of the ob-
ject based on the set 3D rendering properties,
wherein the display is further configured to dis-
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play the generated second ultrasound image.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the 3D rendering properties comprises at
least one of an opacity, a color, a region of interest
(ROI), and a degree of focus.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the first depth comprises a first depth inter-
val in the 3D volume, and the second depth compris-
es a second depth interval in the 3D volume.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the controller is further configured to control
the display to display an indicator representing a di-
rection of a depth for which the 3D rendering prop-
erties are to be set.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the display is further configured to display
a plurality of ultrasound images showing different
cross-sections of the object, and

wherein the user input device is further configured
to receive a user input for selecting one of the plu-
rality of ultrasound images as the first ultrasound im-
age.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the display is further configured to display
a plurality of images respectively representing pat-
terns of 3D rendering properties according to depths,
and

wherein the user input device is further configured
to receive a user input for setting different 3D ren-
dering properties according to a depth by receiving
a user input for selecting one of the plurality of im-
ages.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the first ultrasound image is an ultrasound
image showing the 3D volume of the object.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 7,
wherein the display is further configured to display
an indicator representing a direction of a depth for
which the different 3D rendering properties are to be
setand a userinterface for setting a region of interest
(ROI) in a cross-section perpendicular to the direc-
tion of the depth.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the user interface for setting the ROl com-
prises a user interface for setting at least one of a
shape and a size of the ROI, and

wherein the user input device is further configured
toreceive a user input for setting the first and second
ROls by receiving a user input for setting at least one
of a shape and a size of each of the first and second
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ROls by using the user interface.

The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus of claim 9,
wherein the controller is further configured to control
the display to display, when the user input for setting
the first and second ROls is received, a third image
showing a cross-section at the first depth and the
first ROI, which is set in the cross-section at the first
depth, on the third image, and display a fourthimage
showing a cross-section at the second depth and the
second ROI, which is set in the cross-section at the
second depth, on the fourth image.

A method of displaying an ultrasound image, the
method comprising:

displaying a first ultrasound image showing an
object;

receiving by means of a user input device a user
input for selecting first and second depths in the
first ultrasound image, for setting respectively a
first region of interest (ROI) at the first depth and
a second ROI at the second depth, and for set-
ting different three-dimensional (3D) rendering
properties with respect to the first and second
ROls;

generating by means of a controller a second
ultrasound image showing a 3D volume of the
object based on the set 3D rendering properties;
and

displaying the generated second ultrasound im-
age.

The method of claim 11, wherein the first depth com-
prises afirst depth interval in the 3D volume, and the
second depth comprises a second depth interval in
the 3D volume.

The method of claim 11, wherein the displaying of
the first ultrasound image showing the object com-
prises displaying an indicator representing a direc-
tion of a depth for which the 3D rendering properties
are to be set.

The method of claim 11, wherein the displaying of
the first ultrasound image showing the object com-
prises:

displaying a plurality of ultrasound images
showing different cross-sections of the object;
receiving a user input for selecting one of the
plurality of ultrasound images as the first ultra-
sound image; and

displaying the selected first ultrasound image.

The method of claim 11, further comprising:

displaying a plurality of images respectively rep-
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resenting patterns of 3D rendering properties
according to depths, and

receiving a user input for setting different 3D ren-
dering properties according to a depth by receiv-
ing a user input for selecting one of the plurality
of images.

Patentanspriiche

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung, die Folgendes um-
fasst:

eine Anzeige, die dazu konfiguriertist, ein erstes
Ultraschallbild anzuzeigen, das ein Objekt zeigt;
eine Benutzereingabevorrichtung, die dazu
konfiguriert ist, eine Benutzereingabe zum Aus-
wahlen einer ersten und einer zweiten Tiefe in
dem ersten Ultraschallbild, zum Einstellen je-
weils einer ersten Region von Interesse (ROI,
Region Of Interest) in der ersten Tiefe und einer
zweiten ROl in der zweiten Tiefe, und zum Ein-
stellen unterschiedlicher dreidimensionaler
(3D)Wiedergabeeigenschaften in Bezug aufdie
erste und die zweite ROl zu empfangen; und
eine Steuerung, die dazu konfiguriert ist, ein
zweites Ultraschallbild zu erzeugen, das ein 3D-
Volumen des Objekts basierend auf den einge-
stellten 3D-Wiedergabeeigenschaften zeigt,
wobei die Anzeige weiterhin dazu konfiguriert
ist, das erzeugte zweite Ultraschallbild anzuzei-
gen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die 3D-Wiedergabeeigenschaften wenigs-
tens eine der Folgenden umfassen: eine Lichtun-
durchlassigkeit, eine Farbe, eine Region von Inter-
esse (ROI) und einen Grad der Fokussierung.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobeidie erste Tiefe ein erstes Tiefenintervallindem
3D-Volumen umfasst, und die zweite Tiefe ein zwei-
tes Tiefenintervall in dem 3D-Volumen umfasst.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Steuerung weiterhin dazu konfiguriert ist,
die Anzeige zu steuern, um einen Indikator anzuzei-
gen, der eine Richtung einer Tiefe darstellt, fur die
die 3D-Wiedergabeeigenschaften eingestellt wer-
den sollen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Anzeige weiterhin dazu konfiguriert ist, ei-
ne Vielzahl von Ultraschallbildern anzuzeigen, die
verschiedene Querschnitte des Objekts zeigen, und
wobei die Benutzereingabevorrichtung weiterhin da-
zu konfiguriert ist, eine Benutzereingabe zum Aus-
wahlen eines aus der Vielzahl von Ultraschallbildern
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als das erste Ultraschallbild zu empfangen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Anzeige weiterhin dazu konfiguriert ist, ei-
ne Vielzahl von Bildern anzuzeigen, die jeweils Mus-
ter von 3D-Wiedergabeeigenschaften gemaf Tiefen
darstellen, und

wobei die Benutzereingabevorrichtung weiterhin da-
zu konfiguriert ist, eine Benutzereingabe zum Ein-
stellen verschiedener 3D-Wiedergabeeigenschaf-
ten gemaR einer Tiefe zu empfangen, indem eine
Benutzereingabe zum Auswahlen eines aus der
Vielzahl von Bildern empfangen wird.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei es sich bei dem ersten Ultraschallbild um ein
Ultraschallbild handelt, welches das 3D-Volumen
des Objekts zeigt.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 7,
wobei die Anzeige weiterhin dazu konfiguriert ist, ei-
nen Indikator anzuzeigen, der eine Richtung einer
Tiefe darstellt, fir die die verschiedenen 3D-Wieder-
gabeeigenschaften eingestellt werden sollen, und
eine Benutzerschnittstelle zum Einstellen einer Re-
gion von Interesse (ROI) in einem Querschnitt, der
senkrecht zu der Richtung der Tiefe verlauft, anzu-
zeigen.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 8,
wobei die Benutzerschnittstelle zum Einstellen der
ROI eine Benutzerschnittstelle zum Einstellen einer
Form und/oder Grofte der ROl umfasst, und

wobei die Benutzereingabevorrichtung weiterhin da-
zu konfiguriert ist, eine Benutzereingabe zum Ein-
stellen der ersten und der zweiten ROI zu empfan-
gen, indem eine Benutzereingabe zum Einstellen ei-
ner Form und/oder einer GréR3e von jeder der ersten
und der zweiten ROI unter Verwendung der Benut-
zerschnittstelle empfangen wird.

Ultraschalldiagnosevorrichtung nach Anspruch 9,
wobei die Steuerung weiterhin zu Folgendem konfi-
guriert ist: Steuern der Anzeige, um beim Empfang
der Benutzereingabe zum Einstellen der ersten und
der zweiten ROI ein drittes Bild anzuzeigen, das ei-
nen Querschnittin der ersten Tiefe und die erste ROI
zeigt, die in dem Querschnitt in der ersten Tiefe ein-
gestellt ist, auf dem dritten Bild, und um ein viertes
Bild anzuzeigen, das einen Querschnitt in der zwei-
ten Tiefe und die zweite ROI zeigt, die in dem Quer-
schnitt in der zweiten Tiefe eingestellt ist, auf dem
vierten Bild.

Verfahren zum Anzeigen eines Ultraschallbildes,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Anzeigen eines ersten Ultraschallbildes, das ein
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Objekt zeigt;

mittels einer  Benutzereingabevorrichtung,
Empfangen einer Benutzereingabe zum Aus-
wabhlen einer ersten und einer zweiten Tiefe in
dem ersten Ultraschallbild, zum Einstellen je-
weils einer ersten Region von Interesse (ROI,
Region Of Interest) in der ersten Tiefe und einer
zweiten ROl in der zweiten Tiefe, und zum Ein-
stellen unterschiedlicher dreidimensionaler
(3D) DarstellungsEigenschaften in Bezug auf
die erste und die zweite ROI; und

mittels einer Steuerung, Erzeugen eines zwei-
ten Ultraschallbildes, das ein 3D-Volumen des
Objekts basierend auf den eingestellten 3D-
Darstellungseigenschaften zeigt; und
Anzeigen des erzeugten zweiten Ultraschallbil-
des.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei die erste Tiefe
ein erstes Tiefenintervall in dem 3D-Volumen um-
fasst, und die zweite Tiefe ein zweites Tiefenintervall
in dem 3D-Volumen umfasst.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei das Anzeigen
des ersten Ultraschallbildes, das das Objekt zeigt,
Folgendes umfasst: Anzeigen eines Indikators, der
eine Richtung einer Tiefe darstellt, fir die die 3D-
Wiedergabeeigenschaften eingestellt werden sol-
len.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei das Anzeigen
des ersten Ultraschallbildes, das das Objekt zeigt,
Folgendes umfasst:

Anzeigen einer Vielzahl von Ultraschallbildern,
die verschiedene Querschnitte des Objekts zei-
gen;

Empfangen einer Benutzereingabe zum Aus-
wahlen eines aus der Vielzahl von Ultraschall-
bildern als das erste Ultraschallbild; und
Anzeigen des ausgewabhlten ersten Ultraschall-
bildes.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, das weiterhin Folgen-
des umfasst:

Anzeigen einer Vielzahl von Bildern, die jeweils
Muster von 3D-Wiedergabeeigenschaften ge-
maR Tiefen darstellen, und

Empfangen einer Benutzereingabe zum Ein-
stellen verschiedener 3D-Wiedergabeeigen-
schaften gemaR einer Tiefe, indem eine Benut-
zereingabe zum Auswahlen eines aus der Viel-
zahl von Bildern empfangen wird.
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Revendications

1.

Appareil de
comprenant :

diagnostic par  échographie,

un écran congu pour afficher une premiere ima-
ge échographique montrant un objet,

un dispositif d’entrée utilisateur congu pour re-
cevoir une entrée utilisateur visant a sélection-
ner des premiére et deuxieme profondeurs dans
la premiére image échographique, a établir res-
pectivement une premiére région d’intérét (ROI,
region of interest) a la premiére profondeur et
une deuxieme ROI a la deuxiéme profondeur,
et a établir différentes propriétés de rendu tridi-
mensionnel (3D) eu égard aux premiére et
deuxiéme ROI, et

un organe de commande congu pour produire
une deuxiéme image échographique montrant
un volume 3D de I'objet compte tenu des pro-
priétés de rendu 3D établies ;

ledit écran étant congu en outre pour afficher la
deuxiéme image échographique produite.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel les propriétés de rendu
3D comprennent I'opacité, la couleur, une région
d’intérét (ROI, region of interest) et/ou le degré de
mise au point.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel la premiére profondeur
comprend un premier intervalle de profondeur dans
le volume 3D, et la deuxiéme profondeur comprend
un deuxiéme intervalle de profondeur dansle volume
3D.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel 'organe de commande
est congu en outre pour commander a I'écran d’af-
ficher unindicateur représentant une direction d’'une
profondeur relativement a laquelle les propriétés de
rendu 3D doivent étre établies.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel I'écran est congu en outre
pour afficher une pluralité d'images échographiques
montrant différentes sections transversales de I'ob-
jet, et

dans lequel le dispositif d’entrée utilisateur est congu
en outre pour recevoir une entrée utilisateur visant
a sélectionner une image parmi la pluralité d'images
échographiques en tant que premiere image écho-
graphique.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel I'écran est congu en outre
pour afficher une pluralit¢ d’images représentant
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10.

1.

respectivement des motifs de propriétés de rendu
3D selon la profondeur, et

danslequel le dispositif d’entrée utilisateur est congu
en outre pour recevoir une entrée utilisateur visant
a établir différentes propriétés de rendu 3D selon la
profondeur en recevant une entrée utilisateur visant
a sélectionnerune image parmila pluralité d'images.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel la premiére image écho-
graphique est une image échographique montrant
le volume 3D de I'objet.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 7, dans lequel I'écran est congu en outre
pour afficher un indicateur représentant une direc-
tion d’'une profondeur relativement a laquelle les dif-
férentes propriétés de rendu 3D doivent étre établies
et une interface utilisateur visant a établir une région
d’intérét (ROI, region of interest) dans une section
transversale perpendiculaire a la direction de la pro-
fondeur.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 8, dans lequel I'interface utilisateur vi-
sant a établir la ROl comprend une interface utilisa-
teurvisanta établirlaforme et/oulataillede laROl, et
danslequel le dispositif d’entrée utilisateur est congu
en outre pour recevoir une entrée utilisateur visant
a établir les premiere et deuxiéme ROI en recevant
une entrée utilisateur visant a établir la forme et/ou
la taille de la premiéere et de la deuxieme ROI au
moyen de l'interface utilisateur.

Appareil de diagnostic par échographie selon la re-
vendication 9, dans lequel I'organe de commande
est congu en outre pour commander a I'écran d’af-
ficher, lorsque I'entrée utilisateur visant a établir les
premiére etdeuxiéme ROl a été regue, une troisieme
image montrant une section transversale a la pre-
miere profondeur ainsi que la premiére ROI, établie
dans la section transversale a la premiére profon-
deur, sur la troisieme image, et d’afficher une qua-
trieme image montrant une section transversale a la
deuxiéme profondeur ainsi que la deuxieme ROl éta-
blie dans la section transversale a la deuxiéme pro-
fondeur, sur la quatrieme image.

Procédé d’affichage d’'une image échographique, le
procédé comprenant :

I'affichage d’une premiére image échographi-
que montrant un objet,

la réception, au moyen d’un dispositif d’entrée
utilisateur, d’'une entrée utilisateur visant a sé-
lectionner des premiére et deuxiéme profon-
deurs dans la premiére image échographique,
a établir respectivement une premiere région
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13.

14.

15.
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d’intérét (ROI, region of interest) a la premiére
profondeur et une deuxieéme ROI a la deuxieme
profondeur, et a établir différentes propriétés de
rendu tridimensionnel (3D) eu égard aux pre-
miére et deuxiéme ROI,

la production, au moyen d’'un organe de com-
mande, d’'une deuxieme image échographique
montrant un volume 3D de I'objet compte tenu
des propriétés de rendu 3D établies, et
I'affichage de la deuxiéme image échographi-
que produite.

Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel la
premiére profondeur comprend un premier intervalle
de profondeur dans le volume 3D, et la deuxieme
profondeur comprend un deuxiéme intervalle de pro-
fondeur dans le volume 3D.

Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel I'af-
fichage de la premiére image échographique mon-
trant I'objet comprend I'affichage d’un indicateur re-
présentant une direction d’'une profondeur relative-
ment a laquelle les propriétés de rendu 3D doivent
étre établies.

Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel I'af-
fichage de la premiére image échographique mon-
trant 'objet comprend :

I'affichage d’'une pluralité d'images échographi-
ques montrant différentes sections transversa-
les de l'objet,

la réception d’'une entrée utilisateur visant a sé-
lectionner une image parmi la pluralité d'images
échographiques en tant que premiere image
échographique, et

I'affichage de la premiére image échographique
sélectionnée.

Procédeé selon la revendication 11, comprenant en
outre :

I'affichage d’'une pluralité d’'images représentant
respectivement des motifs de propriétés de ren-
du 3D selon la profondeur, et

la réception d’'une entrée utilisateur visant a éta-
blir différentes propriétés de rendu 3D selon la
profondeur, par réception d'une entrée utilisa-
teur visant a sélectionner une image parmi la
pluralité d'images.
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