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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 29-31, 36-40

Method and apparatus for high frequency (at least 20 MHz),
high frame rate (at least 15 frames/second) ultrasonic
imaging for improving ultrasonic imaging of small animals.

2. claims: 12-28, 32-35

Constructional details of a transducer head, concerning the
membrane isolating the transducer from the subject related
to the problem of coupling the ultrasonic energy to the
subject.
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Claim(s) not searched:
6,9

Reason for the limitation of the search (non-patentable invention(s)):

Claim 6 relates to a method using an ultrasound image to guide a needle.
According to the description p.31, lines 11-16, the needle is inserted
into a subject. This constitutes a surgical step.

The subject matter of claim 9 relates to imaging of a neoplastic
condition. In order to verify that a neoplastic condition is imaged, the
neoplastic condition has to be established by diagnosis. This constitutes
a diagnostic method step. Hence, the subject matter of claims 6 and 9 is
excluded from patentability, Article 52(4) EPC. Accordingly, no search
has been carried out for claims 6 and 9, Rule 45 EPC.
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