
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
21

9 
97

2
A

3
*EP001219972A3*
(11) EP 1 219 972 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
10.12.2003 Bulletin 2003/50

(43) Date of publication A2:
03.07.2002 Bulletin 2002/27

(21) Application number: 01310730.5

(22) Date of filing: 20.12.2001

(51) Int Cl.7: G01S 7/52

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 28.12.2000 JP 2000400840

(71) Applicant: GE Medical Systems Global
Technology Company LLC
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188-1696 (US)

(72) Inventor: Amemiya, Shinichi
Hino-shi, Tokyo 191-8503 (JP)

(74) Representative: Goode, Ian Roy
GE London Patent Operation,
Essex House,
12/13 Essex Street
London WC2R 3AA (GB)

(54) Time-gain controlling method and apparatus, recording medium and ultrasonic imaging
apparatus

(57) In order to perform precise time-gain control us-
ing a small manual setting device, one of two-dimen-
sional coordinates of a position on a surface of a tablet
pointer (215) which an external object touches is defined
as a coordinate on a time axis, and the other as a coor-
dinate on a gain axis; and the time gain is controlled
based on the two-dimensional coordinates. In order to
provide an ultrasonic imaging apparatus that responds
to the requirement for both portability and versatility, the
ultrasonic imaging apparatus comprises a portable im-
aging apparatus (101) comprising ultrasonic imaging
means, and a support apparatus (501) which comprises
supporting means for supporting extension of functions
of the imaging apparatus, and which is electrically con-
nected to and mechanically joined to the imaging appa-
ratus so that it can be removably combined with the im-
aging apparatus.
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摘要(译)

为了使用小型手动设定装置进行精确的时间增益控制，将外部物体接触
的平板电脑指针（215）的表面上的位置的二维坐标之一定义为时间轴上
的坐标，另一个作为增益轴上的坐标;并且基于二维坐标控制时间增益。
为了提供响应便携性和多功能性要求的超声成像设备，超声成像设备包
括便携式成像设备（101），其包括超声成像装置，以及支撑装置
（501），其包括用于支撑延伸的支撑装置具有成像装置的功能，并且与
成像装置电连接并机械连接，使得它可以与成像装置可拆卸地结合。
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